how to make a independent film

How to Make a Independent Film: A Step-by-Step Guide to Bringing Your Vision to Life

how to make a independent film is a question many aspiring filmmakers ask themselves when
they dream of telling a story outside the mainstream studio system. Independent filmmaking offers
creative freedom, the ability to experiment with unique narratives, and often a much smaller budget.
But turning your idea into a finished indie film requires more than passion—it demands planning,
resourcefulness, and a clear understanding of the filmmaking process. Whether you're a first-timer
or looking to sharpen your skills, this guide will walk you through the essential steps to create an
independent film that resonates with audiences and reflects your artistic voice.

Understanding What Independent Film Really Means

Before diving into the nuts and bolts of production, it’s important to clarify what “independent film”
entails. Independent films, often called “indie films,” are movies produced outside the major studio
system, usually with lower budgets and greater creative control for the filmmakers. This freedom
allows indie filmmakers to explore unconventional stories, diverse characters, and experimental
techniques that might not be viable in big-budget productions.

But working independently also means wearing multiple hats—often, the director is also the writer,
producer, or editor. Understanding this dynamic prepares you for the challenges and rewards that
come with independent filmmaking.

Developing Your Story and Script

The foundation of any film is its story. When learning how to make a independent film, starting with
a strong script is crucial.

Finding Your Unique Voice

Indie films shine when they offer fresh perspectives or untold stories. Think about personal
experiences, local issues, or niche genres that excite you. Writing a script that reflects your unique
voice will help your film stand out.

Writing and Refining the Screenplay

- Begin with a clear outline to organize your plot, characters, and key scenes.
- Write a first draft without worrying about perfection.

- Seek feedback from trusted peers or fellow filmmakers.

- Revise to tighten dialogue, pacing, and character arcs.



There are many free and paid screenwriting software options like Celtx, Final Draft, or WriterDuet
that can help format your script professionally.

Budgeting and Financing Your Indie Film

One of the biggest hurdles in independent filmmaking is securing funds. Unlike studio films, indie
projects rarely have big budgets, so learning how to budget smartly is essential.

Creating a Realistic Budget

Break down your expenses into categories such as:

- Equipment rental or purchase

- Location fees

- Cast and crew salaries or stipends

- Production design (costumes, props, sets)

- Post-production (editing, sound design, color grading)
- Marketing and distribution

Keep your budget lean by identifying essentials and cutting unnecessary costs.

Funding Sources for Independent Films

- **Personal savings or crowdfunding:** Platforms like Kickstarter or Indiegogo let you raise money
from friends, family, and fans.

- **Grants and film funds:** Organizations often provide grants specifically for indie filmmakers.

- ¥**Private investors:** Sometimes, angel investors or local businesses will sponsor your project.

- **In-kind contributions:** Borrowing equipment or receiving volunteer help can significantly
reduce expenses.

Assembling Your Team

Even if you're working with a skeleton crew, filmmaking is inherently collaborative. Surrounding
yourself with passionate people who believe in your vision is vital.

Key Roles to Fill

- **Director of Photography (DP):** Responsible for the look of your film.
- *Producer:** Handles logistics and keeps the project on track.

- **Sound recordist:** Captures clean audio during shoots.

- »*Editor:** Shapes your footage into a cohesive story.



- ®**Actors:** Bring your characters to life.

For indie films, some of these roles might overlap, but having skilled individuals in each area
elevates the quality of your work.

Finding Cast and Crew

- Attend local film meetups or workshops to network.
- Use social media and filmmaking forums to post casting calls and crew opportunities.
- Consider film students looking for experience.

Building a supportive team can also create a positive working environment that encourages
creativity.

Planning Your Shoot

Pre-production is where the groundwork for a smooth shoot is laid out.

Location Scouting

Find locations that match your script’s requirements but also fit your budget. Public or private
spaces with minimal fees are ideal. Always secure permissions or permits beforehand to avoid legal
issues.

Scheduling and Shot Lists

Create a shooting schedule that maximizes efficiency, grouping scenes by location or time of day.
Prepare a detailed shot list with camera angles and movements to guide your DP and crew.

Equipment Considerations

You don’t need Hollywood-level gear to make a compelling film. Many indie filmmakers use DSLR or
mirrorless cameras, affordable lighting kits, and portable sound equipment. Renting equipment can
be a cost-effective option.

Executing the Shoot

When production begins, focus on capturing the best performances and visuals possible within your
constraints.



Directing Tips for Indie Films

- Communicate clearly to actors and crew.

- Be adaptable—unexpected challenges will arise.

- Keep morale high by fostering collaboration and respect.
- Monitor footage regularly to ensure consistency.

Managing Time and Resources

Stick to your schedule but allow some flexibility for creativity. Efficient use of time reduces costs
and stress.

Post-Production: Bringing It All Together

After wrapping the shoot, editing transforms raw footage into a polished film.

Editing and Sound Design

- Use editing software like Adobe Premiere Pro, DaVinci Resolve, or Final Cut Pro.
- Focus on pacing and narrative clarity.

- Add sound effects, music, and dialogue cleanup.

- Color correction enhances the visual tone.

Test Screenings and Feedback

Show your film to a small audience to gather impressions. Use constructive criticism to make final
tweaks.

Marketing and Distribution Strategies

Making the film is only half the journey. Sharing it with an audience is crucial for independent
filmmakers.

Film Festivals and Screenings

Submit your film to festivals that cater to indie projects. Festivals provide exposure, networking
opportunities, and sometimes distribution deals.



Online Platforms

Consider distributing your film on Vimeo, YouTube, or streaming services like Amazon Prime Video.
Social media promotion can also build an audience.

Building Your Brand

Use behind-the-scenes content, trailers, and interviews to engage viewers and create buzz around
your film.

Making an independent film is a challenging but incredibly rewarding endeavor. By understanding
the process—from scriptwriting and budgeting to shooting and distribution—you equip yourself to
bring your creative vision to life. The indie filmmaking journey is as much about passion and
persistence as it is about technical skills, so embrace the learning curve and enjoy every step of
telling your unique story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the first steps to take when planning to make an
independent film?

Start by developing a strong script or concept, then create a detailed budget and a production plan.
Securing funding and assembling a passionate team are crucial early steps.

How can I finance my independent film on a limited budget?

Consider crowdfunding platforms, applying for grants, seeking private investors, or collaborating
with sponsors. Additionally, minimizing costs by using local resources and volunteer cast and crew
can help.

What equipment is essential for shooting an independent
film?

A reliable camera (DSLR or mirrorless), sound recording equipment, lighting kits, and editing
software are essential. Renting equipment can be a cost-effective option for high-quality gear.

How do I find and work with actors for an independent film?

Hold auditions locally, use social media, or connect with acting schools. Establish clear
communication, provide scripts in advance, and create a professional yet collaborative environment
on set.



What are effective strategies for distributing and marketing
an independent film?

Submit your film to film festivals, use online platforms like Vimeo or YouTube, and leverage social
media marketing. Building a website and engaging with communities related to your film’s genre
can also boost visibility.

Additional Resources

How to Make an Independent Film: A Professional Guide to Crafting Your Vision on a Budget

how to make a independent film is a question that resonates with countless aspiring filmmakers
eager to bring their unique stories to life outside the traditional studio system. Independent
filmmaking offers creative freedom and the opportunity to explore unconventional narratives, but it
also presents distinct challenges, from limited budgets to resource constraints. Understanding the
multifaceted process—from concept development to distribution—is crucial for anyone aiming to
succeed in this competitive and ever-evolving industry.

Understanding Independent Filmmaking

Independent films, often referred to as “indie films,” are produced outside the major studio system,
typically characterized by lower budgets and greater artistic control for the filmmakers. Unlike big-
budget studio productions, indie films frequently rely on personal funding, crowdfunding campaigns,
or grants. This independence allows directors and producers to take creative risks and explore niche
topics that might not appeal to mainstream audiences.

However, with these freedoms come practical concerns such as limited financial resources, smaller
crews, and constrained shooting schedules. Therefore, mastering how to make a independent film
involves strategic planning, resourcefulness, and a clear vision that guides every stage of
production.

Developing a Strong Concept and Script

Every successful independent film begins with a compelling script. Since indie projects rarely have
the luxury of costly visual effects or star-studded casts, the story must be captivating and well-
written to engage viewers. Screenwriters often wear multiple hats in indie filmmaking, contributing
not only to the screenplay but sometimes to directing or producing.

Developing a tight script involves:

¢ Identifying a unique angle: What sets your story apart from others?

e Character depth: Well-rounded characters resonate more strongly in intimate, character-
driven films.



¢ Feasibility: Consider budget constraints and limit scenes requiring expensive sets or effects.

Iterative rewrites and feedback from trusted peers or script consultants can elevate the narrative,
ensuring it holds attention despite financial limitations.

Planning and Pre-Production: The Blueprint for Success

Pre-production is arguably the most critical phase in independent filmmaking. It lays the
groundwork for a smooth shoot and minimizes costly mistakes. Planning involves:

e Budgeting: Establish a realistic budget covering equipment, locations, cast and crew wages,
post-production, and contingency funds.

e Funding: Explore crowdfunding platforms like Kickstarter, seek grants from arts
organizations, or consider private investors.

e Location scouting: Indie films often utilize accessible, low-cost locations to stay within
budget.

e Casting: Casting emerging or local talent can reduce costs while bringing fresh energy to the
project.

¢ Scheduling: Organize shooting days efficiently to maximize time and resources.

Technological advances have democratized filmmaking tools, allowing indie directors to work with
high-quality DSLR or mirrorless cameras and affordable lighting kits. Selecting the right equipment
aligned with the project’s aesthetic and budget is essential.

Production: Managing Creativity and Constraints

Shooting an independent film requires balancing artistic ambitions with logistical realities. Unlike
large productions with extensive teams, indie filmmakers often operate with skeleton crews,
necessitating multitasking and clear communication.

Directing and Cinematography

In indie filmmaking, the director’s role extends beyond creative leadership to problem-solving and
team motivation. Directors must:

e Maintain a consistent vision while adapting to unforeseen challenges.



e Collaborate closely with the director of photography (DoP) to create the desired visual style.

e Ensure performances align with the film'’s tone and pacing, often working with less
experienced actors.

A minimalist approach to cinematography—using natural light or simple setups—can enhance
authenticity and reduce costs. Some acclaimed independent films, such as “Moonlight” or “Lady
Bird,” exemplify how restrained visual choices support powerful storytelling.

Sound and Production Design

Sound quality is frequently overlooked in indie productions but is vital for audience immersion.
Using external microphones, capturing wild sound on set, and planning for post-production sound
design are crucial steps.

Production design, including costumes and props, should reflect the film’s tone while remaining
cost-effective. Repurposing items or sourcing from thrift stores can achieve period accuracy or mood
without overspending.

Post-Production: Refining Your Film

Editing is where the film truly takes shape. Independent filmmakers often handle editing themselves
or collaborate with editors who understand the nuances of low-budget films.

Editing and Color Grading

The editing process involves assembling footage to craft a coherent narrative flow. Indie editors
must be adept at pacing, trimming superfluous scenes, and maintaining continuity. Color grading
enhances the film’s mood and visual consistency, which can be done with accessible software like
DaVinci Resolve or Adobe Premiere Pro.

Sound Mixing and Music

Sound mixing balances dialogue, ambient noise, and music tracks to create an immersive
experience. Indie films may license royalty-free music or collaborate with emerging composers to
create original scores that complement the narrative.



Distribution and Marketing: Reaching Your Audience

After completing the film, independent filmmakers face the challenge of distribution—a critical
phase that determines whether their work finds an audience.

Film Festivals and Online Platforms

Film festivals remain a traditional and effective avenue for indie films to gain exposure, attract
distributors, and generate buzz. Targeting appropriate festivals based on genre and theme improves
chances of selection.

In recent years, digital distribution has transformed indie film reach. Platforms like Vimeo On
Demand, Amazon Prime Video Direct, and even YouTube provide filmmakers with direct access to
global audiences without intermediaries.

Building an Audience

Marketing an independent film requires strategic use of social media, press releases, and
partnerships with film communities. Engaging potential viewers early—through behind-the-scenes
content or teasers—can build anticipation and support.

Collaborating with film bloggers, influencers, and local screening venues helps extend promotional
efforts beyond the filmmaker’'s immediate network.

Challenges and Opportunities in Independent
Filmmaking

The independent filmmaking landscape is marked by both obstacles and unique opportunities.
Limited budgets can restrict production scale, but they also encourage ingenuity and foster intimate
storytelling. While indie films may struggle for visibility against blockbuster marketing machines,
niche audiences and streaming services have expanded access for diverse voices.

Moreover, the rise of affordable technology and online communities has lowered entry barriers,
enabling new filmmakers to experiment and refine their craft.

Learning how to make a independent film involves embracing this dynamic interplay between
constraints and creativity, leveraging available tools, and persistently advocating for one’s artistic
vision.
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The success of low-budget independent films like The Blair Witch Project and Paranormal Activity
have clearly demonstrated that successful movies can be made with very small budgets. Still,
working on a tight budget requires both skill and ingenuity, and is an inevitable and continuous
learning experience for the filmmaker. Join two dozen truly independent filmmakers--those used to
working, and delivering, within extreme limitations--as they bluntly chronicle their experiences
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experience, and a low or ultra-low budget, this outsider’s guide will teach you what you need to
know to produce a standout, high-quality film and get it into the right hands. Written by an
entertainment lawyer and experienced director and producer, this handbook covers all the most
essential business, legal, and practical aspects of producing on a low budget, including: Scripts
Business plans Copyright issues Equity and non-equity financing Fund-raising Tax considerations
Talent recruiting Scheduling Distribution Securities laws Film festivals And more Also discussed are
the new crowd funding laws covered by the JOBS Act, making this book a must-read for every indie
producer in today’s economy. If you want to produce a film that gets attention, pick up the book that
is recommended or required reading at film, business, and law schools from UCLA to NYU. Whether
you're a recent film school graduate or simply a Hollywood outsider, Independent Film Producing
will be like having a best friend who is an experienced, well-connected insider.
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Money Rick Jenkins, 2018-10-15 If you are a hungry indie filmmaker with a passion for the film
industry and a drive to earn passive income, Producing Independent Feature Films That Make
Money: The Ultimate Guide to Producing Independent Films for Profit and Passive Income Project
Description is the book that you have been waiting for. At each stage of the filmmaking journey, you
will be tested to overcome obstacles and endure setbacks. Given your heavy workload and expansive
responsibilities as a filmmaker, including everything from hiring, production to distribution and
marketing, your job is a juggling act. This eBook provides comprehensive practical techniques and
strategies to move you gracefully through the rough terrain of producing an independent film that
resonates and reaches your intended audience. In this modern digital age, when the online arena
has overtaken traditional methods of distribution and commerce, there has never been a more
important time to understand how to leverage the increased access to audiences that cyberspace
provides. Inside, you will find valuable industry secrets that teach you how to reach and convince
your niche audience. You will learn how to make use of the many variations of social media
advertising to maximize ad revenue for your film. Inside you will find: How to construct a script that
is adaptable to location changes, reshoots, and budgeting conflicts The value of reading legal
contracts and attaining legal counsel to avoid potential litigation and other legal conflicts that can
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arise during and after production The film genres that garner the most revenue and why indie films
do not have to follow these industry norms How dailies and slates can expedite and ease the editing
process in post-production and help keep you organized on set Which mediums carry the most value
for film distribution, exposure, and revenue How to leverage media outlets to your advantage so that
you can navigate the media landscape to earn exposure and reach your target niche audience How
Video On Demand has changed and why this is the best platform for indie filmmakers to earn
revenue and passive income How to tell your brand’s story through content marketing so that your
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for indie films and why you should avoid these methods of distribution How you can reach your niche
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income, and even their specific devices
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films outside of the studio system. Independent films - or indie films- are controlled more by the
creator in terms of content, voice, and style. With a lack of big-budget and fewer crew members at
their disposal, indie filmmakers can be more hands-on with their film productions, and have greater
freedom to tell the story they want to tell. Have you ever dreamed of making a movie but didn't
know where to start? The author, a professional actor, and screenwriter shares his own unique
process in this step-by-step booklet of how he made two feature-length movies with less than $2,000
dollars on each film project. The guide takes your project from the screenplay to post-production.
Filled with both instruction and advice as well as how to avoid some common mistakes, the author
explains how to assemble a film crew, cast your film, attain sponsorship and donations, and much
more.

how to make a independent film: Indie Filmmaker Producer's Guide Jackie L. Young,
2013-10 This book is written for the independent film producer who wears more hats than they
thought they would ever wear but who knows that to get a film done it takes doing whatever needs
getting done. This book also pushes the producer to take their filmmaking to another level and to
find ways to make their movies more competitive with other movies in the marketplace by
understanding some of the mistakes that indie filmmakers make and how to avoid those mistakes.
The book covers all phases of film production from pre-production, through production and into the
post production phase and includes a section on distribution. The book provides pertinent
information on film production from a real independent filmmaker who has been in the trenches
making films for years. The author shares insight into issues and problems that indie filmmakers
face and provides technical and creative solutions and suggestions.

how to make a independent film: The Independent Filmmaker's Guide Glenn Berggoetz,
2012-09 Presents an efficient way to make an independent film for two thousand dollars, looking at
such aspects of filmmaking as funding, preproduction, shooting, postproduction, and marketing.

how to make a independent film: The Reel Truth Reed Martin, 2009-04-28 The Reel Truth
details the pitfalls, snares, and roadblocks that aspiring filmmakers encounter. Reed Martin
interviewed more than one hundred luminaries from the independent film world to discuss the near
misses that almost derailed their first and second films and identify the close shaves that could have
cut their careers short. Other books may tell you the best way to make your independent film or
online short, but no other book describes so candidly how to spot and avoid such issues and
obstacles as equipment problems, shooting-day snafus, postproduction myths, theatrical distribution
deal breakers, and dozens of other commonly made missteps, including the top fifty mistakes every
filmmaker makes.

how to make a independent film: The Cheerful Subversive's Guide to Independent
Filmmaking Dan Mirvish, 2016-08-12 In The Cheerful Subversive’s Guide to Independent
Filmmaking, celebrated Slamdance Film Festival co-founder Dan Mirvish offers a rich exploration of
the process and culture of making low-budget, independent films. Once labelled a cheerful



subversive by The New York Times, Mirvish shares his unfiltered pragmatic approach to
scriptwriting, casting, directing, producing, managing a crew, post-production, navigating the film
festival circuit, distributing your film, dealing with piracy and building a career. Readers will learn
how to game the Hollywood system to their advantage, get their films accepted by respected
festivals without going broke, and utilize a broad range of media and tactics to promote and
distribute their work. A companion website features behind-the-scenes interviews and footage from
Dan’s films, and much more. Learn everything you need to know to make, promote, and distribute
your independent films, with time-tested lessons and practical advice on scriptwriting, casting and
directing A-list actors, financing, producing, managing a crew, editing in post, creating visual effects
on a budget, and successuflly navigating the film festival circuit Find out what it takes to become a
true cheerful subversive and adopt new and innovative approaches to producing your films, discover
hidden loopholes in the Hollywood system and festival scene, take advantage of a broad range of
media formats to promote and distribute your indie films, and generally make bold moves in service
of your creative work, all while staying flexible enough to pivot at a moment’s notice An extensive
companion website features in-depth interviews with filmmakers, more than an hour of
behind-the-scenes footage from Dan Mirvish's films, festival resources, and much more

how to make a independent film: The Last Guide To Independent Filmmaking Tut Thomas,
2018-05-04 This comprehensive guide will teach you about the exciting new tools available to
independent content creators. Gain invaluable knowledge about getting your project on streaming
platforms like Netflix and iTunes, how to write, format, prepare and register a script, even where to
find amazing resources that the major studios use for a fraction of the cost. And much more! Written
by Tut Thomas, an award-winning writer and director, The Last Guide to Independent Filmmaking:
With No Budget is designed for individuals new to the Entertainment industry and veterans looking
for an easy to understand guide to content creation as the industry shifts into the age of artificial
intelligence. With this book, you'll quickly be on your way to making your first, or your next great
indie project.

how to make a independent film: Independent Filmmaking Ricky Burchell, 2020-09-21 So,
you want to make a movie and you've never done it before. Well the Independent Filmmaking: The
Ultimate Guide is a book that can get you started on the right path and learn what to expect going
on the journey of independent filmmaking. You will learn the basics of script writing, pre-production,
finding cast and crew, production, camera, lighting, sound, editing and distribution, just to name a
few. Learn from me, a filmmaker who has learned and found success in making independent films
while seeing and going through all the pitfalls.Ricky Burchell is a successful writer, director, and
producer who indie films have been seen all over the world. His career in independent film started
as an editor and graduated to well respected writer/director.

how to make a independent film: A Look Into: Black Independent Filmmaking Mann
Robinson, 2020-08-24 HOW CAN YOU SUCCEED IN THE FILM INDUSTRY AS A PASSIONATE
AFRICAN AMERICAN! Have you ever thought about pursuing your career in the film industry? Do
you actually know what it takes to be a super-successful filmmaker? Have you ever wondered how
your life would change if one day you make it to Hollywood? Now please, paint this Hollywood vision
inside your head, imagine that. How sweet does is it feel? How bad do you want it? And I am not just
talking about Hollywood. There are so many ways and movie areas where you can succeed as a
filmmaker, Hollywood is just that super delicious cake which bite everyone wants to get...
Unfortunately, for most filmmakers, this is a never achieved dream, a struggle dream they once
wanted to attain but failed. And I am not going to tell you that it is going to be easy, that’s just not
the way life works, and the film industry is no different - if you want huge success, it requires a lot
of effort following the right directions. And if you are truly willing to strive for that fame and
success, you came to the right place. Throughout this book, I will lay the foundation - the most
important things you need to know about the film industry and how to step your foot into it -
successfully and fast-track your journey towards that Super-Star Dream. Here are just a few things
you'll discover inside: - Do African Americans have an advantage in the Film Industry, or is it more



difficult? - Is movie making for you? Discover the essential characteristics of future industry
professional - Do you need film studies, and how can you start all on your own? - Can you start with
no money? Find out if it is possible - Should you quit your job to start a film career? What are other
options to stay financially secure while pursuing your dreams - 4 Major Tasks Of a Filmmaker - film
producing, film making,... - How do you sell your movie scrip at a high price? - Much much more...
And keep in mind that you don’t need to be a super-talent to start as long as you have a strong
desire and are willing to put in the work needed. In this case, this is a book for you!
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Filmmaking Dan Mirvish, 2016-08-12 In The Cheerful Subversive’s Guide to Independent
Filmmaking, celebrated Slamdance Film Festival co-founder Dan Mirvish offers a rich exploration of
the process and culture of making low-budget, independent films. Once labelled a cheerful
subversive by The New York Times, Mirvish shares his unfiltered pragmatic approach to
scriptwriting, casting, directing, producing, managing a crew, post-production, navigating the film
festival circuit, distributing your film, dealing with piracy and building a career. Readers will learn
how to game the Hollywood system to their advantage, get their films accepted by respected
festivals without going broke, and utilize a broad range of media and tactics to promote and
distribute their work. A companion website features behind-the-scenes interviews and footage from
Dan’s films, and much more. Learn everything you need to know to make, promote, and distribute
your independent films, with time-tested lessons and practical advice on scriptwriting, casting and
directing A-list actors, financing, producing, managing a crew, editing in post, creating visual effects
on a budget, and successuflly navigating the film festival circuit Find out what it takes to become a
true cheerful subversive and adopt new and innovative approaches to producing your films, discover
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these days. Although this may be good news for aspiring filmmakers, it also means that the
oversupply of independent films on the market has caused acquisition prices to dramatically
decrease. As a result, producers and investors rarely recover their initial investment in the films they
make. But don't be discouraged! Use this book to learn the realities of the market in advance and
map out a winning distribution plan. This comprehensive manual for filmmakers and producers
dedicated to film distribution and the marketplace could mean the difference between getting your
film out to the public and keeping it in the can. Learn how to sell your movie to a studio, a cable
network, a video distributor, or international buyers. Self-distribution and other alternatives to
traditional distribution are also considered. As well, you'll hear some success stories from producers
and hear directly from buyers what they are seeking. Stacey Parks has worked with dozens of
hungry filmmakers to get their films a distribution deal and knows how frustrating the whole process
can be. Let her tell you how you can take control of your filmmaking career and start getting your
work seen by audiences with a few little-known distribution secrets. Features include: * Interviews
and case studies with producers and distributors * Ten Ways to Market Your Film for
Self-Distribution * Sales Projections per Territory * Distribution Resource Listings * Negotiation tips
for distribution agreements * Sample distribution agreements
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how to make a independent film: Rise of the Filmtrepreneur IFH Books, 2019-11-19 It's
harder today than ever before for independent filmmakers to make money with their films. From
predatory film distributors ripping them off to huckster film aggregators who prey upon them, the
odds are stacked against the indie filmmaker. The old distribution model for making money with
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and case studies with producers and distributors . Ten ways to market your film for self-distribution .
Sales projections per territory . Distribution resources listings . Negotiation tips for distribution
agreements . Sample distribution agreements . What you must know to get your independent film
distributed . Written by a distributor who knows the process inside and out . Interviews with buyers
and acquisitions executives from every sector of the business on what kinds of films they look for,
what they're sick of seeing, and how their acquisitions processes work . Website features sample
distribution agreements, budgets, and more! New to this edition:. Completely updated for modern
distribution practices (broadcast, DVD, VOD, and other kinds of distribution deals) . New coverage
on crowd-funding, social media, film marketing, and deal memos . Get the best inside distribution
secrets from brand new interviews with an international cast of directors, producers, and
distribution experts who share their experiences . Companion website features helpful downloadable
forms and templates, sample distribution memos, and a great resource section

how to make a independent film: Making Movies on Your Own Kevin . Lindenmuth,
1998-07-15 You see them on the video shelves, with titles such as Domestic Strangers, The Bride of
Frank, The Blood Between Us, Strawberry Estates and Sandman. Skeptically, perhaps, you rent one
and slip it into the VCR. Hey, you think, this isn't so bad--sometimes actually quite good. Suddenly,
you discover that there is a whole range of movies from filmmakers operating outside the studio
system that have their own attractions that the big budget fare can't match. You have, of course,
discovered the world of independent filmmaking. Intrigued, you begin thinking that maybe you could
do this, maybe you could make an independent feature film. In this work, J.R. Bookwalter, Ronnie
Cramer, Mike Gingold, Eric Stanze, Steve Ballot, and 20 others tell what it is really like to make an
independent feature. Covering such topics as the script, equipment, actors, publicity, distribution, all




facets of production, and budgeting, these indie filmmakers give a virtual how-to for those interested
in joining them or just learning more about how those interesting titles end up on video store
shelves.

how to make a independent film: What You Don't Learn in Film School Shane Stanley,
2018-01-31 Your Complete Guide To (Independent) Filmmaking. An in-depth, no holds barred look at
making movies from 'concept to delivery' in today's ever-evolving climate while breaking down the
dos and don'ts of (independent) filmmaking. Learn invaluable industry secrets from top to bottom
and discover the truth about independent film distribution as the lid is torn off the many myths
surrounding sales agents and today's release platforms that are certain to open reader's eyes - and
ruffle a few feathers!

how to make a independent film: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Independent Filmmaking
Josef Steiff, 2005-08-02 You ought to be making pictures. Designed for people who want to tell a
story their way, The Complete Idiot’s Guide® to Independent Filmmaking explains everything a
budding auteur needs to know—from literary development and financial and organizational
pre-production to principal photography production, post-production assembly, exhibition and
distribution, and more. * The advent of desktop editing and a wide range of consumer cameras
enable the average person to create a “film studio” at home. * A great “textbook” for novice
filmmakers, whether film students or on-their-own auteurs. ¢ The proliferation of film festivals
around the world, many of which encourage submissions from “amateur” filmmakers, shows there
are countless filmmakers who aren’t learning the ropes in school. ¢ Author has terrific credentials
and has a feature-length script in development in Hollywood.
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