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American Folk Tales and Songs Richard Chase: Preserving the Heartbeat of America's Oral Tradition

american folk tales and songs richard chase represent a fascinating window into the cultural
fabric of early American life. Richard Chase was not just an avid collector of folk narratives and
melodies; he was a passionate preserver of the voices and stories that shaped the everyday
experience of American communities, especially in the Appalachian region. His work illuminates the
roots of American folk culture, providing a rich tapestry of tales and songs that continue to influence
the way we understand our shared heritage.

Who Was Richard Chase?

Before diving into the folk tales and songs themselves, it's important to understand the man behind

the collection. Richard Chase (1904-1988) was an American folklorist and writer who dedicated much
of his life to gathering the oral traditions passed down through generations. Living in the Appalachian
Mountains, Chase had unique access to one of the most vibrant folk cultures in the United States. He
documented stories, ballads, and local legends—many of which had never been written down before.

What makes Chase’s contribution so special is his commitment to authenticity. Unlike many folklorists
who might have polished or altered the material for broader appeal, Chase aimed to preserve the
original voice and flavor of the tales and songs. This approach gave future generations a truer sense
of the mood, dialect, and cultural context embedded within each narrative.

The Importance of American Folk Tales and Songs

Folk tales and songs are more than just entertainment; they are vessels of history, values, and
identity. In early American communities, especially rural and isolated ones, oral storytelling and music
were primary means of sharing knowledge and reinforcing social bonds. These narratives conveyed
moral lessons, historical events, humorous anecdotes, and even warnings about the natural world.

Richard Chase’s collections highlight how folk traditions served as a living archive for communities
that had limited access to formal education or written records. The songs often carried themes of
love, labor, loss, and celebration, while the tales sometimes featured supernatural elements,
reflecting the fears and hopes of the storytellers.

Appalachian Influence in Chase’s Collections

Much of Chase’s work centers on the Appalachian region, known for its distinctive folk culture. This
area, stretching from southern New York through northern Alabama and Georgia, has long been a
melting pot of English, Scottish, Irish, and Native American influences. The resulting folk traditions are
rich and varied.



Chase documented ballads that had roots in British Isles traditions but had evolved uniquely in
America. He also recorded stories about local legends, such as ghost tales and frontier adventures.
These Appalachian folk tales and songs provide a fascinating glimpse into how immigrant cultures
adapted to life in the New World.

Exploring Some of Richard Chase’s Most Notable Folk
Tales

Among the many stories collected by Chase, several stand out for their vivid storytelling and cultural
significance. For example:

* The Jack Tales: These stories revolve around the clever and resourceful character named Jack.
Rooted in English folklore, they were adapted in Appalachia to reflect local sensibilities and
humor.

e Ghost Stories and Supernatural Legends: Chase’s collections include eerie tales of haunted
houses, spirits, and mysterious happenings, showcasing the region’s fascination with the
supernatural.

¢ Historical Ballads: Some songs and stories recount real events, such as battles or pioneer
struggles, serving as oral histories that kept community memory alive.

Each tale not only entertains but also preserves the values and worldview of the people who told
them, making Chase’s work an invaluable resource for folklorists and historians alike.

American Folk Songs in Richard Chase’s Legacy

Songs play a central role in American folk culture, and Richard Chase’s efforts to collect traditional
melodies and lyrics have helped preserve these treasures. His anthologies include work songs, love
ballads, lullabies, and protest songs that reflect the daily lives and emotions of ordinary people.

The Role of Music in Folk Tradition

Folk songs often served multiple purposes—they were a way to pass the time during labor,
communicate messages, or express feelings that might not be openly discussed. The melodies could
be hauntingly simple or lively and rhythmic, depending on the context.

Chase’s recordings and transcriptions reveal the diversity of American folk music, especially from the
Appalachian region. Many of these songs have roots in European traditions but evolved to incorporate
African-American influences and indigenous sounds, creating a uniquely American musical heritage.



Examples of Folk Songs Collected by Chase

Some well-known folk songs documented by Richard Chase include:

e “Barbara Allen” - A tragic love ballad with variations found throughout the English-speaking
world.

e “Pretty Saro” - A melodic song often sung by Appalachian singers, telling a story of love and
longing.

e Work Songs and Spirituals - These reflect the labor-intensive lifestyle of many Appalachian
communities and their spiritual lives.

Chase’s efforts ensured that these songs were not lost to time, allowing contemporary musicians and
scholars to explore the roots of American music.

How Richard Chase’s Work Influences Modern Culture

The impact of Richard Chase’s collections extends far beyond academic circles. Contemporary folk
musicians, storytellers, and cultural historians continue to draw inspiration from his compilations.
Many artists use his collected songs as a foundation for modern interpretations, blending old melodies
with new arrangements to keep the tradition alive.

Moreover, Chase’s emphasis on preserving the authentic voice of the people has influenced how
folklore is approached today. Instead of sanitizing or commercializing folk material, there is greater
respect for capturing the nuances of dialect, emotion, and context—something Chase championed
decades ago.

Preservation Tips for Folk Enthusiasts

For those interested in exploring or preserving folk tales and songs similar to those Richard Chase
collected, here are a few tips:

1. Engage with Local Communities: Oral traditions thrive in communities. Listening to elders
and local storytellers can uncover hidden gems.

2. Record and Document Carefully: Use audio or video recordings to capture the exact tone
and delivery, which are vital for understanding folk material.

3. Respect the Source: Approach folklore with sensitivity, acknowledging its cultural significance
and the context in which it exists.



4. Share Responsibly: When sharing folk tales or songs, maintain their integrity and avoid
unnecessary alterations.

These practices help keep the spirit of American folk culture vibrant, just as Richard Chase did
through his lifetime of dedication.

The Enduring Charm of American Folk Tales and Songs
Richard Chase Collected

American folk tales and songs Richard Chase unearthed continue to resonate because they speak to
universal human experiences—love, hardship, humor, and the supernatural. His work offers a bridge
between the past and the present, reminding us of the power of storytelling and music to preserve
culture and identity.

Whether you are a scholar, musician, or simply someone who enjoys a good story, exploring Chase’s
collections opens a door to America’s rich oral tradition. These tales and tunes carry with them the
voices of generations, echoing through time and inviting us to listen, learn, and celebrate the diverse
heritage woven into the American experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Richard Chase in the context of American folk tales
and songs?

Richard Chase was an American folklorist known for his extensive collection and study of Appalachian
folk tales and songs, particularly those from North Carolina.

What is the significance of Richard Chase's work in American
folklore?

Richard Chase's work is significant because he preserved many traditional Appalachian folk tales and
songs that might have otherwise been lost, providing valuable insight into the culture and oral
traditions of the region.

Which region's folk tales and songs did Richard Chase
primarily focus on?

Richard Chase primarily focused on the Appalachian region, especially Western North Carolina.

Can you name a notable collection or book by Richard Chase



about American folk tales?

One notable book by Richard Chase is 'The Jack Tales," which is a compilation of traditional
Appalachian folk stories.

What themes are commonly found in the folk tales collected
by Richard Chase?

Themes in Chase's collected folk tales often include trickery, cleverness, morality lessons, and
elements of supernatural folklore reflecting Appalachian culture.

How did Richard Chase collect the folk songs and tales he
documented?

Richard Chase collected folk songs and tales through fieldwork, interviewing and recording local
storytellers and singers in Appalachian communities.

Are the folk songs documented by Richard Chase still
performed today?

Yes, many of the folk songs documented by Richard Chase continue to be performed by folk
musicians and are part of the American folk music revival.

What role did Richard Chase play in preserving Appalachian
cultural heritage?

Richard Chase played a critical role by documenting, publishing, and promoting Appalachian folk tales
and songs, helping to preserve the region's cultural heritage for future generations.

Did Richard Chase collaborate with other folklorists or
musicians in his work?

While primarily known for his solo efforts, Richard Chase's collections have influenced many folklorists
and musicians who have collaborated to further study and perform Appalachian folk traditions.

How can someone access the folk tales and songs collected by
Richard Chase today?

Richard Chase's collections are available in libraries, bookstores, and online archives, with some
recordings accessible through folk music archives and institutions specializing in American folklore.

Additional Resources

American Folk Tales and Songs Richard Chase: An Analytical Exploration of Cultural Narratives



american folk tales and songs richard chase stand as a fascinating intersection of folklore
scholarship and the preservation of American cultural heritage. Richard Chase, a noted folklorist and
collector, significantly contributed to the documentation and interpretation of American folk
narratives and traditional songs. His work provides valuable insights into the socio-cultural fabric of
early and mid-20th-century America, preserving stories and melodies that shaped regional identities
and collective memory. This article delves into Chase’s contributions, the characteristics of American
folk tales and songs he documented, and their ongoing relevance in cultural studies and folklore
scholarship.

Richard Chase and His Role in Preserving American
Folk Culture

Richard Chase emerged as a pivotal figure in the field of American folklore during the early 20th
century. His dedication to collecting and analyzing folk tales and songs helped cement his reputation
as a meticulous and passionate folklorist. Unlike some contemporaries who focused primarily on
either oral stories or musical traditions, Chase’s approach integrated both narrative and musical
elements, highlighting the inseparable nature of storytelling and song in folk culture.

Chase’s methodology emphasized fieldwork and direct engagement with communities, particularly in
the Appalachian region, a rich repository of folk traditions. His collections did not merely archive texts
and melodies but also captured the nuances of performance styles, linguistic variations, and
contextual significance. This comprehensive documentation allowed for a deeper understanding of
how folk tales and songs functioned as vehicles of cultural expression and social cohesion.

Key Contributions to American Folk Tales

One of Chase’s most notable achievements was compiling an extensive anthology of Appalachian folk
tales. These stories often encapsulated themes of morality, survival, folklore motifs, and regional
history. Chase’s documentation revealed how these narratives were adapted to reflect the lived
experiences of rural communities, including struggles with nature, family dynamics, and encounters
with the supernatural.

For instance, Chase’s records include tales featuring common folkloric archetypes such as the
trickster, the heroic figure, and the wise elder, illustrating universal storytelling patterns filtered
through an American lens. His work demonstrated the fluidity of oral tradition, showing how stories
evolved over time while retaining core cultural messages.

Preservation of American Folk Songs

In addition to narratives, Richard Chase’s exploration of American folk songs uncovered a vibrant
musical heritage. His collection encompasses a wide range of songs, from ballads and work songs to
lullabies and spirituals. These songs often served multiple purposes: entertainment, education,
ritualistic functions, and communal bonding.



Chase was particularly interested in how melodies and lyrics varied across regions and generations,
providing clues about migration patterns, cultural exchange, and social change. His recordings and
transcriptions have become essential resources for ethnomusicologists and performers seeking
authentic renditions of traditional American music.

Characteristics of American Folk Tales and Songs in
Chase’s Work

Analyzing the folk tales and songs documented by Richard Chase reveals several defining
characteristics that distinguish American folk traditions from other global folklore.

Regional Specificity and Diversity

American folk culture is marked by remarkable regional diversity, shaped by geography, ethnicity,
and historical context. Chase’s work underscores the distinctiveness of Appalachian folklore,
characterized by its blend of English, Scottish, Irish, and Native American influences. This melting pot
resulted in unigue narrative themes and musical forms that reflected the rugged mountain
environment and its social dynamics.

Thematic Elements and Motifs

Common themes in Chase’s collected folk tales include:

e Man versus nature

Moral lessons and justice

Supernatural encounters and folk magic

Family loyalty and betrayal

Trickery and wit

These motifs not only entertained but also reinforced community values and norms. Similarly, the folk
songs often mirrored these themes, with lyrics that narrated historical events, everyday struggles,
and collective aspirations.

Orality and Performance

Chase’s recognition of the performative aspect of folk culture emphasizes the importance of context



in understanding these traditions. Oral storytelling and musical performance were dynamic acts
involving interaction between performers and audiences. Variations in tone, gesture, and
improvisation were integral, contributing to the living nature of folk culture.

Impact and Legacy of Richard Chase’s Collections

Richard Chase’s extensive archives have had a lasting influence on both academic and popular
understandings of American folk culture. His collections have been utilized in diverse fields such as
anthropology, musicology, literary studies, and cultural history. Moreover, contemporary folk
musicians and storytellers continue to draw inspiration from the materials he preserved.

Comparative Significance in Folklore Studies

When compared to other folklorists of his era, such as Alan Lomax or Zora Neale Hurston, Chase’s
work is distinguished by its dual focus on narrative and song within a single cultural context. While
Lomax emphasized musical recordings and Hurston’s ethnographic work spotlighted African American
folklore, Chase’s Appalachian-centered approach provided a complementary perspective on Euro-
American folk traditions.

Pros and Cons of Chase’s Approach

1. Pros:
o Comprehensive documentation combining stories and songs
o Fieldwork-based methodology capturing authentic voices

o Preservation of regional dialects and performance styles

2. Cons:
o Limited scope outside Appalachian and surrounding regions
o Potential bias toward certain narrative types favored by the collector

o Less attention to minority or marginalized folk groups within America

These considerations provide a balanced view of Chase’s contributions, acknowledging both the depth



and limitations of his folkloric endeavors.

Contemporary Relevance of American Folk Tales and
Songs Richard Chase Documented

In an era increasingly dominated by digital media and globalization, the preservation of localized folk
narratives and songs remains crucial for cultural diversity. The materials collected by Richard Chase

serve as a vital repository for educators, artists, and researchers aiming to reconnect with traditional
American roots.

The resurgence of interest in folk music festivals, storytelling events, and heritage tourism often
draws upon the kinds of narratives and melodies Chase preserved. Additionally, academic discourse
on identity, memory, and community continues to benefit from his meticulous records, highlighting
the enduring power of folk culture in shaping American society.

By examining american folk tales and songs richard chase documented, one gains not only historical
knowledge but also an appreciation for the living traditions that continue to evolve and inspire. As
cultural landscapes shift, Chase’s collections offer a touchstone for understanding the ways in which
storytelling and music articulate human experience across time and place.
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material collected came from the Ward family of Beech Mountain, N.C.
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Chase, 2014-05-05 Full of lively stories, jokes, and games for performance, the book also includes 40
songs with melody and guitar chords. Written by outstanding practicing folk performer. Includes 44
illustrations.
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2006-05-24 Contains over 500 articles Ranging over foodways and folksongs, quiltmaking and
computer lore, Pecos Bill, Butch Cassidy, and Elvis sightings, more than 500 articles spotlight folk
literature, music, and crafts; sports and holidays; tall tales and legendary figures; genres and forms;
scholarly approaches and theories; regions and ethnic groups; performers and collectors; writers
and scholars; religious beliefs and practices. The alphabetically arranged entries vary from concise
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american folk tales and songs richard chase: American Myths, L.egends, and Tall Tales
Christopher R. Fee, Jeffrey B. Webb, 2016-08-29 A fascinating survey of the entire history of tall
tales, folklore, and mythology in the United States from earliest times to the present, including
stories and myths from the modern era that have become an essential part of contemporary popular
culture. Folklore has been a part of American culture for as long as humans have inhabited North
America, and increasingly formed an intrinsic part of American culture as diverse peoples from
Europe, Africa, Asia, and Oceania arrived. In modern times, folklore and tall tales experienced a
rejuvenation with the emergence of urban legends and the growing popularity of science fiction and
conspiracy theories, with mass media such as comic books, television, and films contributing to the
retelling of old myths. This multi-volume encyclopedia will teach readers the central myths and
legends that have formed American culture since its earliest years of settlement. Its entries provide
a fascinating glimpse into the collective American imagination over the past 400 years through the
stories that have shaped it. Organized alphabetically, the coverage includes Native American
creation myths, tall tales like George Washington chopping down his father's cherry tree and the
adventures of King of the Wild Frontier Davy Crockett, through to today's urban myths. Each entry
explains the myth or legend and its importance and provides detailed information about the people
and events involved. Each entry also includes a short bibliography that will direct students or
interested general readers toward other sources for further investigation. Special attention is paid to
African American folklore, Asian American folklore, and the folklore of other traditions that are often
overlooked or marginalized in other studies of the topic.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Folk and Fairy Tales D. L. Ashliman,
2004-05-30 Just about everyone is familiar with folk and fairy tales. Children learn about them from
parents, teachers, and other adults, while researchers study these tales at colleges and universities.
At the same time, folk and fairy tales are inseparable from everyday life and popular culture. Movies,
music, art, and literature offer imaginative retellings and interpretations of fairy and folk tales. But
despite the pervasiveness of this folklore type, most people have only a vague understanding of
these tales. This reference is a convenient introduction to folk and fairy tales for students and
general readers. Written by a leading authority, this handbook offers a broad examination of folk and
fairy tales as a folklore type. It looks at tales from around the world and from diverse cultures. The
volume defines and classifies folk and fairy tales and analyzes a number of examples. It studies the
varied manifestations of fairy and folk tales in literature and culture and reviews critical and
scholarly approaches to this folklore genre. The volume also includes a glossary and extensive list of
works for further reading.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark: The
Complete Collection Alvin Schwartz, 2019-08-01 Read these if you dare. -- The New York Times
The iconic anthology series of horror tales that's soon to be a highly anticipated feature film! A
classic collection of chillingly scary tales, collected and retold by Alvin Schwartz and featuring the
original illustrations by lauded artist Steve Gammell.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Shuckin' and Jivin' Daryl Cumber Dance, 1978

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Folksongs and Their Makers Henry Glassie,
Edward D. Ives, John F. Szwed, 1970 Three prominent folklorists wrote these essays in the 1970s
about Dorrance Weir of upstate New York and his song Take that Night Train to Selma, Joe Scott of
Maine and his song The Plain Golden Band, and Paul Hall of Newfoundland and The Bachelor's
Song.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Checklist of Writings on American Music,
1640-1992 Guy A. Marco, 1996 Cumulative index to all three volumes of Literature of American
Music in Books and Folk Music Collections.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Words, Music and Gender Michelle Gadpaille,
Victor Kennedy, 2020-08-20 Musicians, teachers and those who love music will find in this volume
some answers to the question of how gender affects its practice, performance and reception. What
was performing like for female rock singers in the 20th century? How did Bowie change our concept




of performer identity? Just how sexist are the lyrics in glam metal songs? Is rap as homophobic as
has been thought? Can female metal singers growl as well as men? Are LGBTQ+ issues reflected in
21st century music? Did Canadian New Wave groups tackle major social issues? How do
Shakespeare and Joyce use musical puns and allusions? From Indian thumri, through French opera,
Irish folk songs, and pop, all the way to metal and rap, the 17 contributions gathered here will
challenge and inform, while confirming that our music shapes our habits, language, ideas and
gendered selves.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Favorite Folktales from Around the World
Jane Yolen, 2014-05-14 From Africa, Burma, and Czechoslovakia to Turkey, Vietnam, and Wales here
are more than 150 of the world's best-loved folktales from more than forty countries and cultures.
These tales of wonder and transformation, of heroes and heroines, of love lost and won, of ogres and
trolls, stories both jocular and cautionary and legends of pure enchantment will delight readers and
storytellers of all ages. With black-and-white drawings throughout Part of the Pantheon Fairy Tale
and Folklore Library

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Storyteller Ramon Royal Ross, 1996 Nearly
four decades since its original publication, this book is still enhancing the revival of storytelling
across the American landscape. Every person has a story

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Kodaly Today Michedl Houlahan, Philip
Tacka, 2015 Kodaly Today provides teachers with a step-by-step road map for developing children's
performance, creative movement, and literacy skills in an organic and thoughtful manner. Through
six years of field-testing with music teachers in the United States, Great Britain, and Hungary (the
home country of Zoltan Kodaly), authors Micheal Houlahan and Philip Tacka have developed a
methodology specifically for 21st century classrooms. Houlahan and Tacka use the latest research
findings in cognition and perception to create a system not only appropriate for children's
developmental stages but also one which integrates vertically between elementary music classes.
The methods outlined in this volume encourage greater musical ability and creativity in children by
teaching students to sing, move, play instruments, and develop music literacy skills. In addition,
Kodaly Today promotes critical thinking, problem solving, and collaboration skills. Although the book
uses the Kodaly philosophy, its methodology has also been tested by teachers certified in Orff and
Dalcroze, and has proven an essential guide for teachers no matter what their personal philosophy
and specific training might be. The new edition of Koddaly Today provides a fully revised and updated
core text, as well entirely new chapters on the application of the Kodaly method to the elementary
choir and the use of technology in the Kodaly classroom. In addition, the revisions integrate it fully
with the Koddaly Today and the graded Kodaly Today K-5 Handbooks Series feature methodology and
sequential lesson plans specifically developed for the 21st century. They are sure to be an essential
guide for music teachers everywhere. -- from back cover.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Off with Their Heads! Maria Tatar, 1993-10-24
When fairy tales moved from workrooms, taverns, and the fireside into the nursery, they not only
lost much of their irreverent, earthy humor but were also deprived of their contestatory stance to
official culture. Children's literature, Maria Tatar maintains, has always been more intent on
producing docile minds than playful bodies. From its inception, it has openly endorsed a productive
discipline that condemns idleness and disobedience along with most forms of social resistance.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Kodaly in the Kindergarten Classroom
Micheal Houlahan, Philip Tacka, 2015-04-01 Since the mid-twentieth century, Zoltan Kodaly's
child-developmental philosophy for teaching music has had significant positive impact on music
education around the world, and is now at the core of music teaching in the United States and other
English speaking countries. Kodaly in the Kindergarten Classroom is the first comprehensive
handbook to update and apply the Kodaly concepts to teaching music in early childhood classrooms.
Kodaly in the Kindergarten Classroom provides teachers with a step-by-step road map for developing
children's performance, creative movement, and literacy skills in an organic and thoughtful manner.
Through six years of field-testing with music kindergarten teachers in the United States, Great



Britain, and Hungary (the home country of Zoltan Kodaly), authors Micheal Houlahan and Philip
Tacka have developed a methodology specifically for 21st century classrooms. Houlahan and Tacka
use the latest research findings in cognition and perception to create a system not only appropriate
for kindergarteners' particular developmental stages but also one which integrates vertically
between kindergarten and elementary music classes. The methods outlined in this volume encourage
greater musical ability and creativity in children by teaching kindergarteners to sing, move, play
instruments, and develop music literacy skills. In addition, Kodaly in the Kindergarten Classroom
promotes critical thinking, problem solving, and collaboration skills. Although the book uses the
Kodaly philosophy, its methodology has also been tested by teachers certified in Orff and Dalcroze,
and has proven an essential guide for teachers no matter what their personal philosophy and specific
training might be. Over 100 children's books are incorporated into Kodély in the Kindergarten
Classroom, as well as 35 detailed lesson plans that demonstrate how music and literacy curriculum
goals are transformed into tangible musical objectives. Scholarly yet practical and accessible, this
volume is sure to be an essential guide for kindergarten and early childhood music teachers
everywhere.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Kentucky Folkmusic Burt Feintuch,
2021-11-21 In 1899, a fundraising program for Berea College featured a group of students from the
mountains of eastern Kentucky singing traditional songs from their homes. The audience was
entranced. That small en-counter at the end of the last century lies near the beginning of an
unparalleled national—and international—fascination with the indigenous music of a single state.
Kentucky has long figured prominently in our national sense of traditional music. Over the years, a
diverse group of people—reformers, enthusiasts, the musically literate and the musically illiterate,
radicals, liberals, a British gentleman and his woman companion, amateurs, local residents, and
academics—have been sufficiently captivated by that music to have devoted considerable energy to
harvesting it from its fertile ground, studying its various manifestations, and considering its many
performers. Kentucky Folkmusic: An Annotated Bibliography is a guide to the literature of this
remarkable music. More than seven hundred entries, each with an evaluative annotation, comprise
the largest bibliographic resource for the folkmusic of any state or region in North America. Divided
into eight sections, the bibliography covers collections and anthologies; fieldworkers and scholars;
singers, musicians, and other performers; text-centered studies; studies of history, context, and
style; festivals; dance; and discographies, check-lists, and other reference tools. A subject index, an
author index, and an index of periodicals provide access to the materials. From early hymnals and
songsters to Kentucky performers of traditional music, the bibliography is a comprehensive guide to
music which has for many years been one of the major emblems of American traditional music.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: The Essential Guide to Children's Books and
Their Creators , Upon publication, Anita Silvey’s comprehensive survey of contemporary children’s
literature, Children’s Books and Their Creators, garnered unanimous praise from librarians,
educators, and specialists interested in the world of writing for children. Now The Essential Guide to
Children’s Books and Their Creators assembles the best of that volume in one handy, affordable
reference, geared specifically to parents, educators, and students. This new volume introduces
readers to the wealth of children’s literature by focusing on the essentials — the best books for
children, the ones that inform, impress, and, most important, excite young readers. Updated to
include newcomers such as J. K. Rowling and Lemony Snicket and to cover the very latest on
publishing and educational trends, this edition features more than 475 entries on the best-loved
children’s authors and illustrators, numerous essays on social and historical issues, thirty personal
glimpses into craft by well-known writers, illustrators, and critics, and invaluable reading lists by
category. The Essential Guide to Children’s Books and Their Creators summarizes the canon of
contemporary children’s literature, in a practical guide essential for anyone choosing a book for or
working with children.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Folktales of Newfoundland (RLE Folklore)
Herbert Halpert, J.D.A. Widdowson, 2015-02-20 This collection of Newfoundland folk narratives, first




published in 1996, grew out of extensive fieldwork in folk culture in the province. The intention was
to collect as broad a spectrum of traditional material as possible, and Folktales of Newfoundland is
notable not only for the number and quality of its narratives, but also for the format in which they
are presented. A special transcription system conveys to the reader the accents and rhythms of each
performance, and the endnote to each tale features an analysis of the narrator’s language. In
addition, Newfoundland has preserved many aspects of English and Irish folk tradition, some of
which are no longer active in the countries of their origin. Working from the premise that traditions
virtually unknown in England might still survive in active form in Newfoundland, the researchers set
out to discover if this was in fact the case.

american folk tales and songs richard chase: Folktales and Fairy Tales Anne E. Duggan
Ph.D., Donald Haase Ph.D., Helen J. Callow, 2016-02-12 Encyclopedic in its coverage, this
one-of-a-kind reference is ideal for students, scholars, and others who need reliable, up-to-date
information on folk and fairy tales, past and present. Folktales and fairy tales have long played an
important role in cultures around the world. They pass customs and lore from generation to
generation, provide insights into the peoples who created them, and offer inspiration to creative
artists working in media that now include television, film, manga, photography, and computer
games. This second, expanded edition of an award-winning reference will help students and teachers
as well as storytellers, writers, and creative artists delve into this enchanting world and keep pace
with its past and its many new facets. Alphabetically organized and global in scope, the work is the
only multivolume reference in English to offer encyclopedic coverage of this subject matter. The
four-volume collection covers national, cultural, regional, and linguistic traditions from around the
world as well as motifs, themes, characters, and tale types. Writers and illustrators are included as
are filmmakers and composers—and, of course, the tales themselves. The expert entries within
volumes 1 through 3 are based on the latest research and developments while the contents of
volume 4 comprises tales and texts. While most books either present readers with tales from certain
countries or cultures or with thematic entries, this encyclopedia stands alone in that it does both,
making it a truly unique, one-stop resource.
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