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How Does Oral Language Support Children’s Writing?

how does oral language support childrens writing is a question that many educators,
parents, and caregivers often explore when trying to understand the foundational skills
that help young learners become proficient writers. Writing is a complex process that
requires a blend of cognitive, linguistic, and motor skills. But before children can put pen
to paper effectively, they first need to develop strong oral language abilities. These spoken
language skills are the building blocks for written expression, influencing vocabulary,
sentence structure, and overall communication. Let’s dive deeper into how oral language
supports children’s writing and why fostering rich verbal interactions early on is so
crucial.

The Connection Between Oral Language and
Writing Development

When we think about writing, it might seem like a separate skill from speaking or
listening, but in reality, oral language and writing are deeply intertwined. Oral language
provides children with the tools to express ideas, organize thoughts, and understand
grammar—skills that directly translate into writing.

Building Vocabulary Through Speaking

One of the most obvious ways oral language supports writing is by expanding a child’s
vocabulary. When children engage in conversations, listen to stories, or participate in
discussions, they are exposed to new words and phrases. This exposure enriches their
mental lexicon, which they later draw upon when writing.

For example, a child who regularly describes their day or retells a story aloud will
naturally gain access to a broader range of descriptive words and sentence structures.
This vocabulary bank is essential when they begin to craft written narratives or
informational texts.

Understanding Sentence Structure and Grammar

Oral language also helps children internalize the rules of syntax and grammar. When
children speak, they spontaneously put words together in grammatically correct ways,
even if imperfectly at times. This spoken practice allows them to experiment with sentence
length, complexity, and word order in real-time.



By hearing themselves and others use complete sentences, questions, and different verb
tenses, children develop an intuitive sense of how language works. This understanding is
critical because writing often requires more formal and structured language than
speaking. Oral language serves as a natural rehearsal space where children can refine
these skills before transferring them onto the page.

Organizing Thoughts Through Talk

Before writing, children need to organize their thoughts. Oral language encourages this
mental organization by enabling children to verbally plan and sequence ideas. When
children talk about what they want to write, they clarify their thinking, prioritize
information, and make connections between ideas.

Teachers often use strategies like “talk before writing,” where children discuss their topic
or story first. This verbal planning not only boosts confidence but also results in clearer,
more coherent writing. The ability to articulate ideas orally is a powerful step toward
producing well-structured written work.

How Oral Language Skills Enhance Writing
Fluency

Fluency in writing, or the ability to write smoothly and with ease, is closely linked to
fluency in oral language. Children who are comfortable expressing themselves verbally
tend to transfer that fluency into their writing.

The Role of Storytelling and Narrative Skills

Storytelling is a natural form of oral language that supports writing development. When
children tell stories, they practice sequencing events, using descriptive language, and
engaging listeners. These storytelling skills are essential components of narrative writing.

Encouraging children to share personal experiences or imaginative tales helps them
develop a sense of plot, character, and setting. These narrative elements, initially
expressed orally, become the foundation for written stories. The rhythm and flow children
develop during storytelling often influence the cadence of their written sentences.

Enhancing Critical Thinking and Expression

Oral language also fosters critical thinking. Through conversations, children learn to
express opinions, justify ideas, ask questions, and clarify meanings. These higher-order
thinking skills are vital for writing tasks that require reflection, argumentation, or
explanation.



When children practice discussing complex topics verbally, they become better equipped
to articulate nuanced ideas in writing. Oral debates, group discussions, and interactive
read-alouds can all serve as rich opportunities to develop these expressive skills.

Practical Strategies to Support Writing Through
Oral Language

Understanding the importance of oral language is one thing, but applying it in everyday
learning can make a significant difference. Here are some effective strategies educators
and parents can use:

1. Engage in Rich Conversations

Make time for meaningful discussions with children. Ask open-ended questions that
encourage them to elaborate rather than give yes-or-no answers. For example, “What do
you think will happen next?” or “Can you tell me more about that?”

2. Use Storytelling and Role-Playing

Invite children to tell stories about their day, invent new tales, or act out scenarios. Role-
playing helps them practice using language in varied contexts and deepens their
understanding of narrative structures.

3. Encourage “Think Alouds”

Model your thought process by talking through how you plan or write a piece. This helps
children see the connection between oral language and writing strategies, such as
organizing ideas or choosing descriptive words.

4. Incorporate Collaborative Talk

Group work and peer discussions allow children to share ideas, negotiate meaning, and
refine their language skills. Collaborative talk often leads to richer vocabulary and more
complex sentence structures in writing.

5. Read Aloud and Discuss Texts

Reading stories aloud not only exposes children to new vocabulary and grammar but also
provides opportunities to discuss content, make predictions, and connect ideas—all of



which support writing development.

The Role of Phonological Awareness and Oral
Language in Writing

Phonological awareness, or the ability to recognize and manipulate sounds in spoken
language, is another piece of the puzzle connecting oral language to writing. When
children develop strong phonological skills, they can better understand the relationship
between sounds and letters, which is crucial for spelling and decoding words during
writing.

Through oral language activities like rhyming games, syllable clapping, and sound
segmentation, children become more attuned to the sounds that comprise words. This
sound awareness makes it easier for them to translate spoken words into written form,
improving spelling accuracy and written fluency.

Integrating Oral Language with Early Literacy Skills

Early literacy is not just about recognizing letters; it’s about understanding how oral
language connects to print. Teachers who emphasize oral storytelling, vocabulary
development, and phonological activities create a strong foundation for reading and
writing success. Children who hear and use language confidently tend to approach writing
tasks with more enthusiasm and skill.

Why Oral Language Is Especially Important for
English Language Learners

For children learning English as an additional language, oral language development plays
a critical role in supporting writing. Building conversational skills in English allows these
learners to acquire the vocabulary and sentence patterns necessary for writing tasks.

Classroom practices that promote oral language, such as think-pair-share, vocabulary
games, and scaffolded discussions, help English language learners gain confidence and
competence. As these children improve their spoken English, their writing abilities often
follow suit, leading to greater academic achievement.

Final Thoughts on Supporting Children’s Writing
Through Oral Language

Exploring how does oral language support childrens writing reveals a dynamic



relationship where speaking, listening, and writing skills develop hand in hand. By
nurturing rich oral language experiences, adults provide children with the essential tools
to become effective and confident writers. Whether through everyday conversations,
storytelling, or interactive classroom activities, emphasizing oral language lays the
groundwork for writing success that lasts a lifetime.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does oral language development influence
children's writing skills?

Oral language development provides children with a foundation of vocabulary, syntax, and
narrative skills that they can transfer to writing, enabling them to express ideas more
clearly and coherently.

In what ways can oral storytelling improve children's
writing abilities?
Oral storytelling enhances children's understanding of story structure, sequencing, and

character development, which helps them organize their thoughts and create more
engaging and structured written narratives.

How does engaging in conversations support children's
writing?
Engaging in conversations exposes children to diverse language patterns and ideas,

enriching their vocabulary and comprehension, which in turn supports more expressive
and varied writing.

Why is vocabulary development through oral language
important for writing?

A rich oral vocabulary allows children to select precise words when writing, improving
clarity, detail, and overall quality of their written work.

How can teachers use oral language activities to
support writing instruction?

Teachers can use oral language activities like discussions, debates, and oral rehearsals to
help children organize their thoughts, practice language structures, and build confidence
before writing.

What role does oral language play in the editing and



revising stages of writing?

Oral language enables children to articulate their ideas aloud, facilitating self-reflection
and peer feedback that can improve content and coherence during editing and revising.

Can oral language skills impact children's ability to
write in different genres?

Yes, strong oral language skills help children understand and use the specific language
features and conventions of various genres, enhancing their adaptability and effectiveness
in writing.

How does oral language support the development of
sentence structure in children's writing?

Through oral language practice, children become familiar with complex sentence
constructions and grammatical patterns, which they can then replicate and apply in their
writing to create more sophisticated sentences.

Additional Resources
**How Does Oral Language Support Children’s Writing? An In-Depth Exploration**

how does oral language support childrens writing is a question that has garnered
significant attention among educators, linguists, and child development specialists alike.
The intricate relationship between spoken language and written expression is foundational
to literacy development, yet its nuances are often underexplored in mainstream
educational discourse. Understanding how oral language underpins children’s writing
abilities is crucial for shaping effective pedagogical strategies that nurture young
learners’ communicative competence.

Oral language serves as the bedrock upon which writing skills are constructed. It
encompasses vocabulary acquisition, syntactic awareness, and pragmatic usage—all
essential components that inform a child’s ability to articulate thoughts coherently on
paper. This article delves into the multifaceted ways oral language supports children’s
writing, examining cognitive, linguistic, and social dimensions that influence this dynamic
interplay.

The Integral Role of Oral Language in Writing
Development

Language is inherently a tool for communication, and oral language is typically the first
mode through which children engage with this tool. Before children learn to write, they
develop a rich oral vocabulary and an understanding of language structures through
listening and speaking. This pre-writing phase is not merely preparatory but actively



shapes the quality and complexity of subsequent written work.

Research consistently highlights a strong correlation between oral language proficiency
and writing skills. For instance, a study published in the *Journal of Literacy Research*
found that children with advanced oral language abilities tend to produce more complex
sentence structures and richer content in their writing compared to peers with limited
oral language exposure. The cognitive demands of writing—planning, organizing ideas,
and selecting appropriate vocabulary—are scaffolded by prior oral language experiences.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Lexical Development

One of the most tangible ways oral language influences writing is through vocabulary
development. Children acquire new words through conversations, storytelling, and
interactive dialogue, which expands their lexical repertoire. A robust vocabulary enables
children to express ideas precisely and creatively when writing.

Beyond simple word knowledge, oral interactions help children understand word
meanings in context, nuances, and connotations. These semantic dimensions enhance
their ability to choose the right words for different writing genres, whether narrative,
descriptive, or expository. Without a strong oral vocabulary foundation, children may
struggle to translate their thoughts into written form, resulting in limited or repetitive
writing.

Syntax and Sentence Structure

Oral language naturally exposes children to a variety of sentence constructions. Through
listening and speaking, they internalize grammatical rules and the rhythm of language.
This internalization supports syntactic awareness, enabling them to construct coherent
and complex sentences in writing.

Children who engage in rich oral dialogue often demonstrate better mastery of sentence
variety and complexity in their written work. For example, they are more likely to use
compound and complex sentences, which add depth and clarity. Conversely, children with
limited oral language exposure might produce simplistic or fragmented sentences in
writing, impeding effective communication.

Oral Language as a Cognitive and Social Scaffold

The influence of oral language on writing extends beyond linguistic features to cognitive
and social domains. Writing is not only a mechanical transcription of thoughts but a
cognitive process that involves planning, reflection, and revision. Oral language facilitates
these processes by allowing children to rehearse and organize their ideas verbally before
committing them to text.



Internalization of Thought Through Oral Rehearsal

Children often think aloud or narrate their ideas when planning writing tasks. This verbal
rehearsal is a cognitive strategy that helps structure their thoughts logically. Oral
language thus acts as a bridge between abstract thinking and written expression, enabling
children to clarify their ideas and sequence them effectively.

Moreover, interactive oral exchanges with peers and adults provide opportunities for
feedback and scaffolding. Through dialogue, children can test their ideas, receive
corrective input, and refine their understanding, which translates into more coherent and
purposeful writing.

Social Interaction and Motivation

Language development is inherently social, and oral communication fosters an
environment where children feel motivated to express themselves. Positive oral
interactions build confidence and encourage risk-taking in writing. When children discuss
stories, share experiences, or debate topics orally, they become more engaged and
invested in translating these experiences into written form.

Additionally, oral language competence often correlates with literacy engagement.
Children who are comfortable speaking and listening tend to participate more actively in

classroom discussions and writing activities, creating a virtuous cycle that enhances both
oral and written skills.

Practical Applications in Educational Settings

Understanding how oral language supports children’s writing has significant implications
for teaching practices. Educators can harness this relationship to design interventions and
curricula that integrate oral language development with writing instruction.

Strategies to Integrate Oral Language and Writing

e Storytelling and Oral Narratives: Encouraging children to tell stories aloud before
writing helps them organize ideas and develop narrative skills.

e Interactive Discussions: Classroom debates and group conversations promote
vocabulary expansion and syntactic variety, which enrich writing.

e Think-Aloud Protocols: Modeling verbalization of thought processes aids students
in planning and revising their written work.

e Language-Rich Environments: Exposure to diverse oral language contexts,



including read-aloud sessions, supports lexical and syntactic growth.

Challenges and Considerations

While oral language is a powerful facilitator of writing development, several challenges
can affect this relationship. Children from linguistically diverse backgrounds or those with
speech and language impairments may require targeted support to bridge gaps between
oral and written language.

Furthermore, an overemphasis on oral language without explicit writing instruction may
not suffice, especially for older children who need to master the conventions of written
discourse distinct from spoken language. Balancing oral language activities with direct
writing practice is essential for comprehensive literacy development.

Research Perspectives and Future Directions

Emerging research continues to investigate the neural and developmental links between
oral language and writing. Studies using neuroimaging techniques suggest that oral
language and writing share overlapping brain regions associated with language
processing and executive functions, underscoring their interconnectedness.

Future educational frameworks may increasingly incorporate technology-assisted oral
language interventions to support writing. For example, speech-to-text tools and
interactive digital storytelling platforms blend speaking and writing modalities, potentially
enhancing children’s literacy outcomes.

The exploration of how does oral language support childrens writing remains a rich field
with practical and theoretical significance. As educational paradigms evolve, appreciating
the symbiotic relationship between speaking and writing will remain central to nurturing
effective communicators and literate individuals.

How Does Oral Language Support Childrens Writing

Find other PDF articles:

http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-033/Book?trackid=TGv21-6800&title=screwball-comedy-a-genre-of-
madcap-romance.pdf

how does oral language support childrens writing: Developing Vocabulary and Oral
Language in Young Children Rebecca D. Silverman, Anna M. Hartranft, 2014-11-18 This book
presents the most effective instructional strategies for promoting vocabulary growth in the early


http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-022/files?docid=AfI15-2854&title=how-does-oral-language-support-childrens-writing.pdf
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-033/Book?trackid=TGv21-6800&title=screwball-comedy-a-genre-of-madcap-romance.pdf
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-033/Book?trackid=TGv21-6800&title=screwball-comedy-a-genre-of-madcap-romance.pdf
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explains the nature of language, the theories and sequences of language development and the
development of reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. The book also includes chapters on
bilingualism, communication problems and working with the child who is deaf.
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Instruction Practices for Equitable and Effective Teaching Hodges, Tracey S., 2022-05-27 Writing is
a critical component for teaching children about advocacy and empowering student voice, as well as
an essential tool for learning in many disciplines. Yet, writing instruction in schools often focuses on
traditional methods such as the composition of five-paragraph essays or the adherence to proper
grammatical conventions. While these are two components of writing instruction and preparation in
education, they only provide a small glimpse into the depth and breadth of writing. As such, writing
instruction is increasingly complex and requires multiple perspectives and levels of skill among
teachers. The Handbook of Research on Writing Instruction Practices for Equitable and Effective
Teaching serves as a comprehensive reference of issues related to writing instruction and leading
research about perspectives, methods, and approaches for equitable and effective writing
instruction. It includes practices beyond K-12, including best writing practices at the college level as
well as the development of future teachers. Providing unique coverage on culturally relevant writing,
socio- and racio-linguistic justice, and urgent writing pedagogies, this major reference work is an
indispensable resource for administrators and educators of both K-12 and higher education,
pre-service teachers, teacher educators, libraries, government officials, researchers, and
academicians.
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Literacy and Language Development Olivia N. Saracho, 2019-12-13 The importance of the early
years in young children’s lives and the rigid inequality in literacy achievement are a stimulating
backdrop to current research in young children’s language and literacy development. This book
reports new data and empirical analyses that advance the theory of language and literacy, with
researchers using different methodologies in conducting their study, with both a sound empirical
underpinning and a captivating analytical rationalization of the results. The contributors to this
volume used several methodological methods (e.g. quantitative, qualitative) to describe the complete
concept of the study; the achievement of the study; and the study in an appropriate manner based on
the study’s methodology. The contributions to this volume cover a wide range of topics, including
dual language learners; Latino immigrant children; children who have hearing disabilities; parents’
and teachers’ beliefs about language development; early literacy skills of toddlers and preschool
children; interventions; multimodalities in early literacies; writing; and family literacy. The studies
were conducted in various early childhood settings such as child care, nursery school, Head Start,
kindergarten, and primary grades, and the subjects in the studies represent the pluralism of the
globe - a pluralism of language, backgrounds, ethnicity, abilities, and disabilities. This book was




originally published as a special issue of Early Child Development and Care.

how does oral language support childrens writing: Understanding and Supporting Young
Writers from Birth to 8 Noella M. Mackenzie, Janet Scull, 2017-12-14 As the world comes to grips
with what it means to be literate in the twenty-first century, Understanding and Supporting Young
Writers from Birth to 8 provides practitioners with the skills and knowledge they need to support
young children effectively as they learn to write. Interweaving theory and research with everyday
practice, the book offers guidance on all aspects of writing, from creating multimodal texts and
building children’s vocabulary, to providing support for children who find writing particularly
challenging. With appropriate strategies to develop young children’s writing from an early age
included throughout, the book discusses the role of oral language in early writing in detail and
explores the key relationships between ‘drawing and talking’, ‘drawing and writing” and ‘drawing,
talking and writing’. Each chapter also features samples of writing and drawing to illustrate key
points, as well as reflective questions to help the reader apply ideas in their own settings. Further
topics covered include: progressions in children’s writing writing in the pre-school years developing
authorial skills developing editorial skills teaching writing to EAL learners. Understanding and
Supporting Young Writers from Birth to 8 is a unique resource that will help early childhood
educators, early years school teachers, specialist practitioners working with very young children,
and students enrolled in Early Childhood or Primary Studies courses to boost their confidence in
teaching young learners as they become writers.
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to success in school and beyond. Yet many children struggle to become proficient writers. Teaching
and Assessing Writing in the Primary School provides a comprehensive guide to the theory, practice
and pedagogical research behind teaching children to write. Supported by case studies and
real-world examples of teaching and learning writing in the classroom, this practical book proposes
a whole-school, research-informed writing framework that engages children while building their
writing skills. Readers will benefit from building their knowledge of the theory and research behind
learning how to write successfully while discovering how they may apply this effectively to their
classroom practice. Firmly grounded in the theory of writing and with clear links to practical
application, chapters explore: Effective pedagogies for teaching children aged 4-12 how to write The
planned and received curriculum for writing, including a whole-school approach Formative and
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purposes and methods for each, offering unique perspectives for understanding young children and
early care and education programs. Understanding Research in Early Childhood Education is
broadly based across the major research paradigms, and numerous examples are offered throughout
the text. Through the use of this book, students will be able to more knowledgeably read, evaluate,
and use empirical literature. These skills are becoming more important as early childhood educators
are increasingly expected to use evidence-based research in practice and to participate in collecting
and analyzing data to inform their teaching.
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how does oral language support childrens writing: Planning for Adaptive Teaching in the
Primary Curriculum Charlotte Mosey, Jack Stothard, 2025-08-22 How do I plan for Adaptive
Teaching in the primary National Curriculum? Do different subjects need a different Adaptive
Teaching approach? How do I anticipate the needs of the children in my class and plan for them in
all curriculum subjects? Planning for Adaptive Teaching in the Primary Curriculum helps you to
answer these questions. It is a practical guide for trainee and beginning teachers, showing you how
to begin, develop and perfect planning for Adaptive Teaching. The book covers the foundation
principles of Adaptive Teaching and outlines why it matters. It includes a chapter for every
curriculum subject because what works in mathematics, might not work in PE. Throughout,
examples of good practice, ideas and suggested topics are included to help you to build a range of
strategies to use for planning and teaching.
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2015-06-04 A new series of bespoke, full-coverage resources developed for the 2015 A Level English
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develop their skills through a deeper study of key topics, whilst encouraging independent learning.
An enhanced digital version and free Teacher's Resource are also available.
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chapters explore the diversity of young children’s literacy skills, practices and expertise across
digital tools, technologies and media, in varied contexts, settings and countries. The Handbook
explores six significant areas: Part I presents an overview of research into young children’s digital
literacy practices, touching on a range of theoretical, methodological and ethical approaches. Part II
considers young children’s reading, writing and meaning-making when using digital media at home
and in the wider community. Part III offers an overview of key challenges for early childhood
education presented by digital literacy, and discusses political positioning and curricula. Part IV
focuses on the multimodal and multi-sensory textual landscape of contemporary literary practices,
and how children learn to read and write with and across media. Part V considers how digital
technologies both influence and are influenced by children’s online and offline social relationships.
Part VI draws together themes from across the Handbook, to propose an agenda for future research
into digital literacies in early childhood. A timely resource identifying and exploring pedagogies
designed to bolster young children’s digital and multimodal literacy practices, this key text will be of
interest to early childhood educators, researchers and policy-makers.

how does oral language support childrens writing: Teaching Children to Write Daniel R.
Meier, 2015-04-17 In his latest book, Daniel Meier highlights the critical importance of integrating
content and mechanics for successful and engaged writing at the K-4 level. Featuring the teaching
philosophies and strategies of seven exemplary teachers, and a discussion of relevant research and
theory, Meier provides a fresh, practical, and much-needed perspective on making writing
meaningful and effective in the current standards-based era. Written by an experienced teacher and



researcher, this book will be of interest to both new and veteran teachers, As well as curriculum
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from the Eight World Congress of Applied Linguistics held in Sydney in 1987. Volume I starts off
with an overview of the field by G. Richard Tucker in which he identifies two areas: innovative
language education and language education policy. The overal focus of the papers to follow focus on
the individual language learner, how that individual, in given contexts or in interaction with specific
others, develops a command of a first language, of two or more first languages, or of a second
language, in home and in classroom settings. At the same time, cutting across these variables, there
is a gradual shifting of attention from investigations of the language learning process to proposals
for language teaching curricula and syllabuses.

how does oral language support childrens writing: The Oxford Handbook of School
Psychology Melissa A. Bray, Thomas J. Kehle, 2011-02-18 The Oxford Handbook of School
Psychology focuses on significant issues, new developments, and scientific findings that influence
current research and practice in the ever-growing field of school psychology. Additional sections
discuss building a cumulative knowledge base to better facilitate students' academic, social, and
personal competencies, including the promotion of positive mental health and subjective well-being.

how does oral language support childrens writing: What the Science of Reading Says:
Literacy Strategies for Early Childhood Jodene Smith, 2024-02-13 Bring the science of reading
directly into the classroom! Developed for Grades PK-K, this resource provides teachers with
exciting strategies to boost students’ reading and writing skills. This book offers easy-to-use lessons
and methods to give young learners practice with word recognition, reading comprehension and
content knowledge, and writing. With these research-based strategies, early childhood teachers can
make reading and writing fun, meaningful, and effective! This book meets College and Career
Readiness and other state standards.

how does oral language support childrens writing: Language Disorders from Infancy
Through Adolescence Rhea Paul, 2007-01-01 This text provides students with the information
needed to properly assess childhood language disorders and decide appropriate treatments. The
book covers language development from birth to adolescence.

how does oral language support childrens writing: Becoming a Nation of Readers
Marilyn R. Binkley, 1989

how does oral language support childrens writing: Student and Teacher Writing
Motivational Beliefs Steve Graham, Gary A. Troia, Gustaf Bernhard Uno Skar, 2024-06-21 The study
of students’ motivational beliefs about writing and how such beliefs influence writing has increased
since the publication of John Hays’ 1996 model of writing. This model emphasized that writers’
motivational beliefs influence how and what they write. Likewise, increased attention has been
devoted in recent years to how teachers’ motivational beliefs about writing, especially their efficacy
to teach writing, impact how writing is taught and how students’ progress as writers. As a result,
there is a need to bring together, in a Research Topic, studies that examine the role and influence of
writing beliefs. Historically, the psychological study of writing has focused on what students’ write
or the processes they apply when writing. Equally important, but investigated less often, are studies
examining how writing is taught and how teachers’ efforts contribute to students’ writing. What has
been less prominent in the psychological study of writing are the underlying motivational beliefs that
drive (or inhibit) students’ writing or serve as catalysts for teachers’ actions in the classroom when
teaching writing. This Research Topic will bring together studies that examine both students’ and
teachers’ motivational beliefs about teaching writing. This will include studies examining the
operation of such beliefs, how they develop, cognitive and affective correlates, how writing
motivational beliefs can be fostered, and how they are related to students’ writing achievement. By
focusing on both students’ and teachers’ beliefs, the Research Topic will provide a more nuanced
and broader picture of the role of motivation beliefs in writing and writing instruction. This Research




Topic includes papers that address students’ motivational beliefs about writing, teachers’
motivational beliefs about writing or teaching writing. Students’ motivational beliefs about writing
include: ¢ beliefs about the value and utility of writing, * writing competence, * attitudes toward
writing, ¢ goal orientation, * motives for writing, * identity, ¢ epistemological underpinnings writing,
* and attributions for success/failure (as examples). Teacher motivational include these same
judgements as well as beliefs about their preparation and their students’ competence and progress
as writers (to provide additional examples). This Research Topic is interested in papers that examine
how such beliefs operate, develop, are related to other cognitive and affective variables, how they
are impacted by instruction, and how they are related to students’ writing performance. Submitted
studies can include original research (both quantitative, qualitative, or mixed-methods),
meta-analysis, and reviews of the literature.
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