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Dragon Age Awakening Oghren Approval: A Complete Guide to Winning Over the Grumpy Dwarf

dragon age awakening oghren approval is a key aspect for players who want to maximize their
party dynamics and unlock compelling character interactions in Dragon Age: Awakening. Oghren, the
tough and boisterous dwarf warrior, is a fan-favorite companion thanks to his humor, combat prowess,
and rich backstory. Gaining his approval not only enhances your gameplay experience but also
reveals more about his character and the struggles he’s faced. If you’re diving into Dragon Age:
Awakening and want to understand how to navigate Oghren’s approval system, this guide will walk
you through the best tactics, choices, and conversations to keep the crusty dwarf on your side.

Who Is Oghren and Why Does His Approval Matter?

Oghren is a gruff dwarf mercenary with a heart hidden beneath his grumpy exterior. Having appeared
in the original Dragon Age: Origins, he returns in Awakening as a steadfast companion whose
approval can significantly impact your gameplay. Approval in Dragon Age games affects how
companions interact with the player character, unlocks unique dialogue options, and can even
influence combat effectiveness and storyline events.

In Dragon Age: Awakening, Oghren’s approval is particularly important because of his volatile
personality. He respects strength, honesty, and a good drinking buddy, but he despises cowardice,
weakness, and hypocrisy. Understanding what motivates him will help you build a strong rapport,
ensuring he fights at his best and shares more of his story.

How to Increase Oghren’s Approval in Dragon Age:
Awakening

Increasing Oghren’s approval involves a combination of dialogue choices, combat behavior, and
decisions made during quests. Here’s a breakdown of how to keep him happy throughout your
adventure.

1. Choosing the Right Dialogue Options

Oghren appreciates straightforward, no-nonsense communication. When confronted with choices, opt
for responses that reflect confidence and blunt honesty. Avoid being overly diplomatic or evasive, as
this can frustrate him.

During conversations, show interest in his stories and don’t shy away from joking around. Oghren
enjoys camaraderie and humor, especially when it involves a bit of drinking or playful banter.
Complimenting his combat skills or showing respect for dwarven culture also boosts his approval.



2. Making Moral and Story Decisions That Resonate With
Oghren

Oghren’s background as a mercenary and his rough upbringing shape his moral compass. He tends to
favor pragmatism over idealism and values loyalty above all. When faced with tough choices, consider
decisions that demonstrate strength and protect your friends.

Avoid actions that might be seen as cowardly or dishonorable in his eyes. For example, sparing
enemies who have committed atrocities or failing to stand up for your companions can lower his
approval. Instead, show resolve and be willing to fight for what you believe in.

3. Combat Behavior and Party Management

Oghren is a frontline warrior who respects strength in battle. Leading your party with a bold and
aggressive strategy can earn his respect. Using him effectively in combat, equipping him with the
right gear, and keeping him alive during tough fights will naturally increase his approval.

Additionally, Oghren enjoys a good brawl, so choosing abilities or tactics that emphasize his
barbarian-like fighting style aligns well with his personality. Avoid playing overly cautious or defensive
if you want to stay in his good graces.

4. The Role of Drinking and Banter

One of the more unique ways to gain Oghren’s approval is through shared drinking sessions and
casual banter. In Dragon Age: Awakening, moments of downtime where you can engage in
lighthearted conversations or share a drink with Oghren help deepen your bond.

Taking advantage of these opportunities not only boosts approval but reveals more about his personal
history and vulnerabilities. Don’t miss chances to participate in these social moments.

Common Mistakes That Lower Oghren’s Approval

Understanding what turns Oghren off is just as important as knowing what pleases him. Here are
some pitfalls to avoid:

Being overly diplomatic or evasive: Oghren prefers blunt honesty and can get annoyed by
political correctness or indecisiveness.

Showing weakness or cowardice: Hesitation in battle or avoiding confrontation reduces his
respect for you.

Ignoring his stories or dismissing dwarven culture: He takes pride in his heritage and
likes to share his experiences; brushing these off hurts approval.



Choosing pacifist resolutions in quest lines: Particularly in situations involving enemies or
moral dilemmas, Oghren respects strength and action over mercy.

Unlocking Oghren’s Personal Quest and Its Impact on
Approval

Like many companions in Dragon Age: Awakening, Oghren has a personal quest that reveals deeper
layers of his character. Engaging with his questline requires maintaining a decent approval rating and
making choices that align with his values.

Successfully completing Oghren’s personal quest not only grants you insight into his past and
motivations but also significantly boosts his approval. This can lead to unique rewards and unlock new
dialogue options that enrich the narrative.

Tips for Maintaining High Approval With Oghren
Throughout the Game

Keeping Oghren’s approval high isn’t a one-time effort; it requires consistent attention throughout
your journey. Here are some practical tips:

Check approval frequently: Use the in-game interface to monitor Oghren’s approval and1.
adjust your choices accordingly.

Engage in frequent conversations: Talk to Oghren often, especially after major events, to2.
reinforce your bond and unlock new dialogue.

Equip him properly: Gear Oghren with weapons and armor that suit his combat style to keep3.
him effective and happy.

Balance party dynamics: Oghren reacts to how you manage the team; showing leadership4.
and decisiveness helps maintain his respect.

Participate in social moments: Don’t miss opportunities for casual banter or drinking5.
sessions with Oghren.

How Oghren’s Approval Affects Gameplay and Story

Higher approval with Oghren yields tangible benefits beyond just better dialogue. Approved
companions fight more effectively and may unlock special combat abilities or tactics. Moreover,



Oghren’s unique perspective and humor add flavor to the story, making your playthrough richer.

In some cases, high approval can influence the outcome of quests or interactions with other
characters. It’s also a prerequisite for some of his personal quest outcomes, which can affect the
overall narrative arc of your campaign.

Exploring Related Keywords: Dragon Age Awakening
Companions and Approval Systems

While focusing on Oghren, it’s useful to understand how companion approval works more broadly in
Dragon Age: Awakening. Each companion has their own likes, dislikes, and moral boundaries, and
mastering these dynamics can create a more immersive experience.

Other companions like Anders, Justice, or the Mabari War Hound have distinct approval triggers, which
can complement or conflict with Oghren’s preferences. Balancing these relationships requires
thoughtful decision-making and strategic dialogue choices.

Additionally, understanding the approval system helps players unlock romances, special quests, and
alternative endings, enriching the replay value of the game.

Final Thoughts on Navigating Oghren’s Approval in
Dragon Age: Awakening

Winning over Oghren in Dragon Age: Awakening is a rewarding challenge that adds depth and
enjoyment to your adventure. By embracing his straightforward nature, respecting his dwarven roots,
and demonstrating strength and loyalty, you’ll forge a strong bond with this memorable character.

Whether you’re a veteran of the Dragon Age series or a newcomer eager to explore its rich
storytelling, focusing on dragon age awakening oghren approval enhances your connection to the
game’s world. Embrace the gruff charm of Oghren, and you’ll find a steadfast ally ready to stand by
your side through thick and thin.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I increase Oghren's approval in Dragon Age:
Awakening?
To increase Oghren's approval, engage in conversations that align with his straightforward and tough
personality, complete quests that involve combat or drinking, and avoid actions that are overly
diplomatic or sneaky.



What are some key dialogue choices to gain Oghren's
approval?
Choosing blunt, honest responses and supporting his views on strength and battle will increase his
approval. Avoid being too diplomatic or manipulative in conversations with him.

Can Oghren's approval affect the game's story or gameplay?
Yes, higher approval with Oghren can unlock unique dialogue, improve his combat effectiveness
through special abilities, and may influence some quest outcomes in Dragon Age: Awakening.

Does giving Oghren gifts help increase his approval?
Unlike some other companions, Oghren does not have specific gift items that boost approval
significantly. Focus mainly on dialogue choices and quest actions to raise his approval.

What actions should I avoid to not lose Oghren's approval?
Avoid sneaky or deceitful actions, overly diplomatic approaches, and choices that show weakness or
cowardice, as these tend to lower Oghren's approval.

Is there a difference in Oghren's approval mechanics in
Awakening compared to Dragon Age: Origins?
Yes, while Oghren is a returning character, approval mechanics in Awakening are slightly different,
with more emphasis on combat-related choices and specific quest outcomes affecting his approval.

Additional Resources
Dragon Age Awakening Oghren Approval: Navigating the Nuances of Dwarven Loyalty

dragon age awakening oghren approval represents a critical aspect of player interaction within
the Dragon Age: Origins expansion, Awakening. This approval system, centered on Oghren—a gruff
yet endearing dwarven warrior—affects not only the narrative progression but also gameplay
dynamics, character development, and player strategy. Understanding the intricacies of Oghren’s
approval offers insight into the broader mechanics of companion relationships and decision-making in
BioWare’s renowned RPG series.

Understanding Oghren’s Character Profile

Oghren is a quintessential dwarf warrior archetype, embodying boisterous humor, a fierce sense of
loyalty, and a penchant for heavy drinking. His backstory is rich with personal struggles, including his
complicated relationship with his estranged wife Branka and his past as a Grey Warden. These facets
make him a multidimensional companion whose approval hinges on nuanced player choices.



Unlike some companions whose approval is influenced by moral alignment or broader political
stances, Oghren’s reactions often reflect his pragmatic worldview and cultural identity. Players
seeking to maximize his approval need to engage with these traits thoughtfully.

Mechanics of Oghren’s Approval System

Oghren’s approval in Awakening is measured through dialogue choices, quest outcomes, and combat
behavior. The approval meter influences his willingness to assist, his combat effectiveness, and
certain narrative branches, including potential personal quests and endings.

Dialogue Choices and Their Impact

Dialogues with Oghren often present players with options ranging from humorous banter to serious
counsel. Selecting responses that align with his straightforward, no-nonsense personality tends to
raise his approval. For instance, agreeing with his blunt observations or participating in lighthearted
ribbing enhances rapport.

Conversely, choices that conflict with his values—such as condemning dwarven customs or displaying
excessive moral rigidity—can decrease his approval. Players must balance humor with respect to
maintain a positive relationship.

Quest-Related Approval Opportunities

Certain quests in Awakening involve Oghren’s personal storyline, notably quests involving his wife
Branka and their shared history. Successfully navigating these quests often requires players to make
decisions that validate Oghren’s feelings or assist in resolving his personal conflicts.

Failure to support Oghren during these narrative moments can lead to diminished approval, affecting
his combat morale and dialogue tone in subsequent interactions.

Combat Behavior and Tactical Influence

While combat itself does not directly modify approval, Oghren’s performance and survival can
indirectly impact player perception and narrative outcomes. Players who utilize Oghren effectively in
battle may find that his confidence and morale translate into more favorable interactions.

Moreover, the player’s choices in combat scenarios, such as protecting fellow dwarves or choosing to
engage enemies honorably, can align with Oghren’s values, reinforcing approval indirectly.



Strategies to Maximize Oghren’s Approval

Optimizing Oghren’s approval involves a combination of dialogue management, quest decision-
making, and understanding his personality traits. The following strategies prove effective:

Embrace his humor: Engage with Oghren’s jokes and sarcasm rather than rebuffing them.

Respect dwarven traditions: Show deference to his cultural background to avoid alienation.

Support personal quests: Actively participate in resolving his issues with Branka, choosing
empathetic options.

Avoid hypocrisy: Oghren dislikes pretentiousness; players should maintain consistency in
their moral choices.

Use balanced combat tactics: Protect allies and avoid unnecessary cruelty during battles.

Points of Caution

Players should be cautious of dialogue options that appear humorous but may be interpreted as
dismissive or offensive by Oghren. Additionally, neglecting his personal quests or choosing to remain
indifferent can lead to stagnant or negative approval, limiting his effectiveness and narrative depth.

Comparative Analysis: Oghren vs. Other Companions’
Approval

Compared to other companions in Dragon Age: Origins and Awakening, Oghren’s approval system is
somewhat unique due to his cultural specificity and blunt demeanor. While characters like Leliana or
Morrigan respond strongly to moral choices or mystical elements, Oghren’s approval centers on
loyalty, camaraderie, and practical concerns.

This distinction requires players to adapt their interaction style significantly when switching between
companions. For example, a diplomatic approach favored by some may not resonate with Oghren,
who prefers straightforwardness. Such differences enrich the gameplay experience by encouraging
players to tailor their strategies per companion.

Impact on Gameplay and Storytelling

High approval ratings with Oghren lead to enhanced dialogue options, improved combat synergy, and
access to unique storylines. Conversely, low approval may result in curt interactions and missed
narrative opportunities. This approval dynamic adds layers to the player’s role-playing experience,



making Oghren not just a combat asset but a character whose relationship with the player evolves
meaningfully.

SEO Keywords Integrated Naturally

Throughout the investigation of dragon age awakening oghren approval, it’s essential to note
recurring LSI keywords such as “Oghren approval guide,” “Dwarven warrior companion,” “Awakening
companion quests,” “Dragon Age Origins expansions,” and “character approval mechanics.”
Incorporating these keywords organically enhances the article’s discoverability while maintaining
professional readability.

Oghren Approval Guide Essentials

A comprehensive guide to Oghren’s approval involves understanding his personality archetype,
optimal dialogue choices, and quest involvement. Players often seek resources titled “Oghren
approval guide” or “How to increase Oghren’s approval in Awakening,” indicating a demand for
structured strategies to navigate this system effectively.

Role in Dragon Age Origins Expansions

Awakening, as an expansion to Dragon Age: Origins, introduces new companions like Oghren and new
approval mechanics distinct from the base game. The integration of these elements provides a richer
role-playing experience, highlighting the evolution of companion dynamics within the franchise.

Final Reflections on Oghren Approval Dynamics

Engaging with the dragon age awakening oghren approval system reveals the depth and complexity
BioWare instilled in companion relationships. Oghren is more than a muscular dwarf wielding an axe;
he is a character whose loyalty and approval require attentive player engagement. Mastery of his
approval mechanics not only enhances gameplay efficiency but also enriches the storytelling fabric of
Awakening.

Players who invest in understanding Oghren’s values, humor, and personal struggles find their
journey through Awakening more immersive and rewarding. The approval system underscores the
broader theme of trust and camaraderie that is central to the Dragon Age series, making Oghren’s
approval a compelling facet of the player’s adventure.
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GamerGuides.com, 2015-10-27 You are a Grey Warden, last of a group of highly-skilled warriors
tasked to defeat the Archdemon and stop the Blight from spreading across the land. The Grey
Wardens are the only ones capable of defeating the Archdemon and sending the Darkspawn back to
the pits whence they came. Accrue a squad of highly memorable characters, each with their own
personalities and skills, to help you in your task and save Fereldan before it is too late. This guide
charts the adventures of the main walkthrough and all Downloadable Content and covers: - A
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trophy/achievement guide. - Full coverage of all Downloadable Content including the massive DLC
Awakening.
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