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**Howard Storm My Descent Into Death: A Profound Near-Death Experience**

howard storm my descent into death is more than just a phrase—it encapsulates a gripping and

transformative journey that has intrigued readers and spiritual seekers alike. Howard Storm, a former

atheist and art professor, recounts his near-death experience (NDE) in his book *My Descent into

Death*, offering a riveting first-person account of what he describes as a terrifying plunge into

darkness followed by a miraculous rescue. This story not only challenges conventional views on death

but also sheds light on life, spirituality, and the afterlife through a deeply personal lens.

The Story Behind Howard Storm’s Near-Death Experience

Howard Storm’s experience began during a severe illness in 1985. He was admitted to a hospital in

France, where he faced a life-threatening situation that led to his NDE. What makes his account

unique is how it defies typical portrayals of near-death encounters. Unlike the peaceful, glowing

tunnels often described, Storm’s initial descent was one filled with fear and torment, a vivid portrayal of

what he calls a “descent into death.”

From Skepticism to Spiritual Awakening

Before his experience, Howard Storm was a committed atheist, skeptical of any spiritual or religious

claims. His encounter, however, radically altered his worldview. During his so-called descent, he

described being pulled into dark realms filled with malevolent entities. This terrifying ordeal ultimately

led to a spiritual rescue by beings of light, who guided him back to life with profound messages about

love, compassion, and the importance of living a meaningful life.



This transformation from skeptic to believer is a powerful testament to the impact of near-death

experiences on personal faith and understanding of existence. Storm’s story provides a compelling

narrative for those interested in the intersection of science, spirituality, and consciousness.

What Howard Storm’s Experience Reveals About Death and

the Afterlife

Howard Storm’s account offers several eye-opening insights that have resonated with readers

worldwide, especially those curious about what happens after death.

The Reality of Judgment and Personal Accountability

Unlike some NDEs that focus purely on peace and reunion, Storm’s experience emphasized

judgment—not in a punitive sense, but as a moment of personal reckoning. He described being

confronted with the consequences of his actions and attitudes during life. This aspect highlights the

importance of self-reflection and the ethical dimension of human existence.

The Presence of Malevolent Forces and Light Beings

One of the most distinctive elements of Howard Storm’s descent is his encounter with dark, hostile

entities. This portrayal is relatively rare in NDE literature, where most experiences lean towards

benevolent presences. However, his narrative also introduces beings of light who intervene,

representing love, mercy, and guidance. This duality enhances discussions around spiritual warfare,

protection, and the complexity of the afterlife realm.



Lessons from Howard Storm My Descent Into Death

Beyond the dramatic story, Howard Storm’s near-death experience offers practical lessons for readers

seeking greater meaning in their lives.

Embracing Compassion and Service

One of the key messages Storm received was the call to live a life grounded in love and service to

others. He stresses that personal growth and spiritual awakening are deeply connected to how we

treat those around us. This aligns with many spiritual traditions emphasizing compassion as the path to

fulfillment.

Understanding the Power of Choice and Free Will

Storm’s narrative underscores that even in the afterlife, free will remains intact. The choices we make

during life influence our experience after death. This insight encourages mindfulness and intentional

living, reminding us that each decision carries weight beyond the visible world.

Overcoming Fear of Death

For many, death is a source of anxiety and uncertainty. Howard Storm’s story, while initially

frightening, ultimately offers hope and reassurance. His return to life with a renewed purpose

exemplifies how confronting death can transform our perspective, reducing fear and promoting peace.



How Howard Storm My Descent Into Death Influences Near-

Death Experience Studies

Howard Storm’s account has contributed significantly to the growing field of near-death experience

research. His vivid descriptions provide a unique case study that challenges and enriches existing

paradigms.

Adding Complexity to NDE Narratives

Most documented near-death experiences focus on feelings of peace, light, and reunion with loved

ones. Storm’s darker, more harrowing journey adds a layer of complexity, suggesting that NDEs can

vary widely based on individual circumstances, beliefs, and perhaps spiritual readiness.

Bridging Science and Spirituality

Storm’s transformation from a skeptic to a believer makes his story particularly valuable for bridging

the gap between scientific inquiry and spiritual understanding. Researchers and psychologists studying

consciousness have taken note of such experiences as windows into the mysteries of human

existence.

Encouraging Open Dialogue about Death

By sharing his journey publicly, Howard Storm has encouraged open conversations about death and

dying—topics often considered taboo or frightening. His testimony invites people to explore mortality

with curiosity rather than fear, fostering a healthier cultural attitude toward the end of life.



Exploring the Themes of Spiritual Rescue and Redemption

Central to Howard Storm’s narrative is the theme of rescue by spiritual beings—a motif that resonates

across various cultures and religious traditions.

The Role of Spiritual Guides

Storm’s rescuers are depicted as compassionate, wise beings who offer guidance and support. This

aligns with concepts of guardian angels or spirit guides that many spiritual systems describe. Their

intervention illustrates the possibility of divine assistance during moments of crisis.

Redemption and Transformation

The experience is not just about survival but about transformation. Storm’s story is one of redemption,

where the descent into death becomes a catalyst for profound inner change. It suggests that even the

darkest moments can lead to light if one is open to learning and growth.

How to Approach Howard Storm My Descent Into Death for

Personal Growth

For readers intrigued by Howard Storm’s near-death experience, there are ways to engage with his

story to enhance personal understanding and growth.

Reflect on Your Beliefs About Death: Use the narrative as a prompt to examine your own fears

and assumptions about mortality.



Practice Compassion in Daily Life: Implement the lessons of love and service highlighted in

Storm’s experience.

Explore Spirituality Openly: Whether religious or secular, consider exploring spiritual concepts

that resonate with you, fostering a deeper connection to life.

Engage with Near-Death Literature: Reading a variety of NDE accounts can broaden your

perspective on consciousness and the afterlife.

Howard Storm’s *My Descent into Death* remains a powerful testament to the mysteries surrounding

death and what might lie beyond. His journey encourages us to confront the unknown with courage

and compassion, reminding us that even in the face of death, there is potential for profound

awakening.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Howard Storm and what is 'My Descent into Death' about?

Howard Storm is a former professor and artist who experienced a near-death experience (NDE). 'My

Descent into Death' is his account of this experience, describing his journey from darkness to light and

his transformation after facing death.

What happens to Howard Storm during his near-death experience in

'My Descent into Death'?

During his near-death experience, Howard Storm describes feeling intense pain and terror,

encountering dark figures, and eventually being rescued by beings of light who guide him towards

peace and understanding.



What is the main message of 'My Descent into Death' by Howard

Storm?

The main message is that love and compassion are central to human existence, and that life continues

beyond physical death. Storm emphasizes spiritual awakening and the importance of helping others.

How did Howard Storm's near-death experience change his life and

beliefs?

After his NDE, Howard Storm abandoned his atheism and embraced spirituality and Christianity. He

became a minister and dedicated his life to sharing his experience to inspire faith and transformation.

Is 'My Descent into Death' based on factual events or is it a fictional

story?

'My Descent into Death' is based on Howard Storm's personal account of his near-death experience,

which he asserts to be a true event that profoundly impacted his life.

What are some key spiritual themes explored in 'My Descent into

Death'?

The book explores themes such as the existence of the afterlife, the battle between light and darkness,

the importance of love and forgiveness, and the soul's journey towards enlightenment.

How does Howard Storm describe the beings he encountered during

his near-death experience?

Howard Storm describes encountering both dark, frightening entities and benevolent beings of light

who provided comfort, guidance, and healing during his near-death experience.



Has 'My Descent into Death' influenced popular understanding of near-

death experiences?

Yes, Howard Storm's detailed and emotionally compelling account has contributed to popular

discussions about NDEs, spirituality, and the afterlife, often cited in research and media on the topic.

What lessons does Howard Storm share about life and death in 'My

Descent into Death'?

Storm emphasizes that life is an opportunity for spiritual growth, that love is the most important force,

and that death is not an end but a transition to a higher state of being.

Where can I find or read 'My Descent into Death' by Howard Storm?

You can find 'My Descent into Death' through major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, or in

libraries. It is available in print and digital formats.

Additional Resources

**Howard Storm My Descent Into Death: A Critical Examination of Near-Death Experiences**

howard storm my descent into death is a phrase that immediately draws attention to one of the most

compelling near-death experience (NDE) accounts of recent times. Howard Storm, a former art

professor and atheist, recounts his extraordinary journey through death and back in his widely read

book *My Descent Into Death*. This narrative has sparked considerable interest within both spiritual

and scientific communities, raising important questions about consciousness, mortality, and the

afterlife. In this article, we delve into the details of Storm’s experience, assess its implications, and

explore its place within the broader discourse on near-death phenomena.



An Overview of Howard Storm’s Near-Death Experience

Howard Storm’s story stands out among NDE testimonies due to its vivid depiction of what he

describes as a "descent" into a terrifying realm before experiencing salvation and transformation.

During a medical crisis in 1985, Storm claims to have died and encountered realms beyond the

physical world. Unlike many NDE narratives that emphasize peaceful or blissful experiences, Storm’s

account initially involves a frightening confrontation with hostile entities and a sense of profound

despair.

His experience reportedly began in a dark, hellish environment where he was subjected to torment by

malevolent beings. This portrayal diverges from the common "light at the end of the tunnel" motif often

described in NDE literature. However, the story takes a pivotal turn when Storm is rescued by

luminous, angelic figures who guide him toward healing and enlightenment. This transformative

process led to a radical shift in his worldview, from staunch atheism to a firm belief in a loving divine

presence.

Key Features of Storm’s Descent

Storm’s NDE can be categorized by several distinctive features that resonate with, yet also contrast

from, other documented cases:

Initial negative experience: Many NDEs highlight peacefulness and love; Storm’s descent into a

nightmarish realm is relatively rare.

Encounter with dark entities: The presence of hostile beings suggests a spiritual or metaphysical

battle not commonly emphasized in other accounts.

Rescue and guidance: The intervention of benevolent beings reflects a universal theme of



redemption and hope.

Profound transformation: Storm’s subsequent conversion and mission to share his story align

with typical post-NDE changes.

Comparative Analysis: Howard Storm’s NDE in Context

When examining *Howard Storm my descent into death* alongside other near-death experiences, it is

crucial to note both similarities and divergences. Research on NDEs, including studies by Dr.

Raymond Moody and Dr. Bruce Greyson, reveals recurring elements such as out-of-body experiences,

encounters with spiritual entities, and life reviews. Storm’s narrative shares some of these motifs but

introduces a darker prelude not often highlighted.

Differences from Common NDE Themes

While Storm’s experience confirms certain aspects of typical NDEs, such as a life-altering perspective

shift and interaction with non-physical beings, his initial descent into what he describes as a hellish

dimension is less common. This aspect raises intriguing questions about the variability of NDEs and

the possible influence of cultural, psychological, or even neurobiological factors.

Psychological and Spiritual Interpretations

From a psychological standpoint, some scholars propose that the terrifying elements of Storm’s

experience may represent internalized fears or subconscious struggles manifesting during the near-

death state. Conversely, spiritual interpretations view this descent as a real metaphysical passage

through realms of darkness before reaching light, consistent with certain theological frameworks.



The Impact of Howard Storm’s Account on NDE Discourse

Storm’s narrative has contributed to expanding the understanding of near-death experiences by

introducing a nuanced portrayal that incorporates both suffering and salvation. His story has been cited

in numerous spiritual and scientific discussions, offering a counterpoint to more uniformly positive NDE

reports.

Influence on Public Perception and Spirituality

The accessibility and emotional depth of Storm’s testimony have resonated with readers worldwide,

particularly those seeking evidence of life beyond death. His transition from skepticism to faith adds

credibility and relatability for individuals wrestling with existential questions. Moreover, his vivid

descriptions invite broader dialogue about the nature of consciousness and the afterlife.

Critiques and Skepticism

Despite its popularity, Storm’s account, like many NDE narratives, faces scrutiny from skeptics who

emphasize the lack of empirical evidence and potential neurochemical explanations. Critics argue that

experiences during clinical death may result from brain activity under extreme stress rather than

genuine metaphysical events. This ongoing debate underscores the complex intersection between

science, spirituality, and personal testimony.

Exploring the Broader Implications of Near-Death Experiences

Howard Storm’s *My Descent Into Death* serves as a case study highlighting the profound effects of

near-death experiences on identity, belief systems, and life purpose. Whether interpreted as spiritual



truth or psychological phenomena, such accounts challenge conventional understandings of death as

an absolute end.

Transformative Potential of NDEs

One of the most compelling outcomes of Storm’s experience is the transformative impact on his life.

Similar to other NDE survivors, he reports heightened empathy, reduced fear of death, and a renewed

sense of mission. These changes suggest that near-death episodes can catalyze personal growth and

spiritual awakening, irrespective of one’s prior worldview.

Implications for Healthcare and End-of-Life Care

The increasing documentation of NDEs, including Storm’s descent, has influenced how medical

professionals approach end-of-life care. Acknowledging the psychological and spiritual dimensions of

dying can improve patient support and foster compassionate communication. Furthermore,

understanding the diversity of NDEs encourages more individualized care strategies.

Conclusion: The Continuing Relevance of Howard Storm’s Story

Howard Storm’s *My Descent Into Death* remains a significant contribution to the study of near-death

experiences, blending personal narrative with profound existential inquiry. By sharing his harrowing

journey and ultimate redemption, Storm invites readers and researchers alike to explore the mysteries

surrounding death and consciousness. His story exemplifies the complexity and richness of NDEs,

reminding us that the boundaries between life and death may be far more nuanced than traditionally

assumed. As interest in near-death phenomena continues to grow, Storm’s account will undoubtedly

remain a touchstone for those seeking to understand what lies beyond the final threshold.
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Finally, drawn away from death and transported to the realm of heaven, Storm met angelic beings as
well as the God of Creation. In this fascinating account, Storm tells of his “life review,” his
conversation with God, even answers to age-old questions such as why the Holocaust was allowed to
take place. Storm was sent back to his body with a new knowledge of the purpose of life here on
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from the bookshelves and the big screen that heaven is on everyone's mind. All of us long to know
what life after death will be like. Bestselling author John Burke is no exception. For decades, he has
been studying accounts of people who have had near-death experiences (NDEs). While not every
detail of individual NDEs correlate with Scripture, Burke shows how the common experiences
shared by thousands of survivors clearly point to the God of the Bible and the exhilarating picture of
heaven he promises. Imagine Heaven is an inspirational journey through the Bible's picture of
heaven, colored in with the real-life stories of heaven's wonders. Burke compares gripping stories of
NDEs to what Scripture says about our biggest questions of heaven: Will I be myself? Will I see
friends and loved ones? What will it look like? What is God like? What will we do forever? What
about children and pets? This book will propel readers into an experience that will forever change
their view of the life to come and the way they live life today. It also tackles the tough questions of
heavenly reward and hellish NDEs. Anyone interested in NDEs or longing to imagine heaven more
clearly will enjoy this fascinating and hope-filled book.
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Steiner presented anthroposophy as a 'spiritual science' that expanded upon the restricted,
scientific–materialist ideology of his time. Based on a profound knowledge of human beings and our
relationship with nature and the universe, anthroposophy not only provides rejuvenating impulses
for the most diverse spheres of human activity – such as medicine, education, agriculture, art and
science – but also provides answers to the eternal questions posed by humankind, and on which
contemporary science remains indifferent: What is life? Where do we come from when we are born?
Where do we go when we die? What is the meaning of pain and illness? Why do people experience
such differing challenges in their lives? This charming book depicts the development of a universal
genius, from his childhood in the untamed beauty of the Austrian Alps to the sublimities of human
wisdom; from his work as a Goethe scholar to the building of the extraordinary Goetheanum in
Dornach, Switzerland.
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spirituality with philosophy, history, and science, all of which guide readers toward the timeless
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picture of heaven, drawn from Scripture and illustrated with true stories of near-death experiences,
enthralled readers and offered real-life evidence that supported their faith and answered some of
their most pressing questions about life after death. Scripture tells us to Think about the things of
heaven, not the things of earth (Col. 3:2). Now readers can meditate daily on the realities of heaven
with the Imagine Heaven Devotional. Each of the 100 devotions includes near-death stories from the
bestselling book, Scripture, a prayer, as well as brand new stories and content that helps readers
apply these heavenly promises to how they live life today.
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the knowledge of God! The worthiest of these is the knowledge of God. Indeed, I count everything as
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. (Philippians 3:8) Everything
depends on this, including whether to gain eternal life or not (Joh. 17:3). I want to know God, not
just simply to have the knowledge of Scripture. However, I didn’t really know God much although I
was well versed in Scripture. I was always sorry and discontented about this. Then, recently, Bobby
Conner, a world-renowned prophet, prophesied to me as follows. “You will continue to write many
books. Next time, you will be writing a book about God’s glory and beauty. The revelation of God’s



glory and beauty will be downloaded unto you. So, you will write about His glory and beauty.”
[re-phrased] I’ve written over thirty books so far. However, a book dealing with the glory and beauty
of God is a different matter. I had wanted to write a book on this subject from a long time ago.
However, I couldn’t do so because I knew God only a little. So, when I was listening to the prophecy,
I doubted, thinking ‘Will such a thing really happen? Will this be really possible?’ Then, on the week
when I received the prophecy from Bobby Conner, I indeed learned many things about God. It got
started as I read Roland Buck’s book, Angels on Assignment, and the knowledge of God came upon
me throughout the time of Bobby Conner’s conferences. I felt compelled by the Holy Spirit to preach
and publish a book with this, repeatedly and very strongly. So, I have written a book which is this
one. Thus, please read this book very carefully and make sure to digest it. Then, all of you, like me,
will be transformed to ones who really love the Lord, from ones who desire to love the Lord.
  howard storm my descent into death: Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White 35012
Adam Hamilton, 2010-07-01 Everyone agrees that America is polarized, with ever-hardening
positions held by people less and less willing to listen to one another. No one agrees on what to do
about it. One solution that hasn’t yet been tried, says Adam Hamilton, is for thinking persons of faith
to model for the rest of the country a richer, more thoughtful conversation on the political, moral,
and religious issues that divide us. Hamilton rejects the easy assumptions and sloppy analysis of
black and white thinking, seeking instead the truth that resides on all sides of the issues, and
offering a faithful and compassionate way forward. He writes, I don't expect you to agree with
everything I've written. I expect that in the future even I won't agree with everything I've written
here. The point is not to get you to agree with me, but to encourage you to think about what you
believe. In the end I will be inviting those of you who find this book resonates with what you feel is
true, to join the movement to pursue a middle way between the left and the right - to make your
voices heard - and to model for our nation and for the church, how we can listen, learn, see truth as
multi-sided, and love those with whom we disagree. Read more about this title Adam Hamilton's
Seeing Gray Blog Now available! Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White - DVD UPC:
843504001902 A five-session video resource featuring Adam Hamilton teaching these concepts on
DVD for group or individual study. Includes leader's guide as well as bonus video. Click below to
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the journey of life, we all have moments of feeling lost. Experiences where we feel tested. It's at
these times we need a signpost to point the way through the darkness and confusion to a clearer and
better path. Signposts by Eric Kampmann shares the insights and wisdom he discovered as he
journeyed through the pages of the New and Old Testaments. Prepare yourself for the journey and
keep your eyes open to the signposts along the way. You too will discover that God is always near
and available for those who seek him.
  howard storm my descent into death: Explorations in Truth, the Human Condition and
Wholeness Will Barno, 2015-02-13 The work Explorations in Truth, the Human Condition and
Wholeness is an unconventional gaze into the landscape of our complex inner life, exploring inner
experiences and testifying to the truth of life’s sordid beauty and sacred dread. What does it mean to
live an authentic life without illusion and accept the complexities of life and death? This book has
woven together personnel experiences, existential philosophy, quantum physics, Jungian psychology,
and contemplative spirituality into a tap
  howard storm my descent into death: From Death to Rebirth Jouni Marjanen, Antti
Savinainen, Jouko Sorvali, 2022-05-18 Through the ages there have been stories about people who
have visited the abode of the death. These people, seers, and sages of different cultures, have
reported what they have seen there. One of them was a Finnish spiritual teacher Pekka Ervast
(1875-1934). This book contains Ervast's teachings on the afterlife: He tells of the phases and states
people will undergo after they pass through the door of death. Ervast had a profound spiritual



awakening at the age of twenty. He then became a pioneer of the Finnish theosophical movement. A
brief outline of his life is available at https://theosophy.wiki/en/Pekka_Ervast. Ervast wrote and
lectured regularly for over 30 years on the multitude of spiritual topics. Some of his books have been
published in English: e.g., The Sermon on the Mount, or the Key to Christianity; H. P. B.: Four
Episodes from the Life of the Sphinx of the Nineteenth Century; The Key to the Kalevala; The Divine
Seed: The Esoteric Teachings of Jesus.
  howard storm my descent into death: Animals in Heaven? Susi Pittman, 2009 It is always
hard to say good-bye. As Catholics, we know that our human loved ones are called by Christ to join
HIm in eternity, dwelling in heavenly bliss before God, enlightened by the light of glory, sharing in
the fullness of the eternal life Christ has prepared for us. But what about our pets, and the animals
that fill the earth and our lives with such special beauty? Does God have a place for them? Where do
animals go when they die? Are they just dust? What is the destiny of creation? Does God really care
about any of creation besides man? Would God, the Author of all life, cast the non-human creation
He called good into nothingness? Isn't it illogical to believe that God would find worthless that which
is hard-wired to give Him praise? Is it so hard to understand that animals created by God with a
particular good would not also have knowledge of their Creator? It is a univeral concern for
stewards of creation who, in their humanness, consider such questions in their hearts. I write this
book as a way to explore tenets of the Catholic faith that address creation; of brinigng insight and
spiritual truths to animal lovers and lovers of creation; and as evidential support of the truth that all
cration was given its order, time, place, and purpose from its Creator, who sustains and preserves it
at all times, always!
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walk on water until he took account of the wind stirring up an angry sea; he sank because he could
not put the upsetting sounds of thunder and lightning out of his fears. Cancer is like the storm that
caused Peter to sink. The bad news overwhelms us, and though so many strides have been made
toward the treatment of cancer, we focus on the bad news. Its almost impossible unless we learn to
rely on what we do not hear and cannot always see, the workings of God in our lives. This little book
was a gift from God to me during the forty days of Easter of 2012. I had a divine idea to write every
day for forty days as my Lenten resolution. On Good Friday, it was finished. What emerged was Gods
gift to a sinking woman. Its not over until God says its over, despite the prognosis.
  howard storm my descent into death: Love and Immortality William Pillow, 2008-05 An
autobiographical love story and a scientific and metaphysical discussion about death, God, our souls,
the spirit world, and reincarnation. It also discusses the implications of how we live our lives based
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irrefutable evidence in making the case for the thesis of his brilliant book, Why an Afterlife
Obviously Exists. Basing his argument on four fundamental facts about near-death experiences
(NDEs), Amberts has written a book that every serious student of NDEs, and especially skeptics,
should be sure to read. On finishing it, I doubt any reader will not be convinced that death is not a
dead end.' Kenneth Ring, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus of Psychology, University of Connecticut, author
of Lessons from the Light Why an Afterlife Obviously Exists is a philosophical argument
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empirically certain. It explains how we have every rational reason to think that people who have
near-death experiences are not only telling the truth, but the book also argues that near-death
experiencers are thoroughly justified in knowing that they visited the actual afterlife.
  howard storm my descent into death: Spirituality Beyond Science and Religion Lillian
Stover Wells, Jack McMahan, William Pillow, 2012-05-25 Spirituality means something different to
everyone. Some may believe it involves participating in organized religion. Others may prefer it to
be more personal, like getting in touch with ones inner self through yoga, meditation, quiet



reflection, or even long walks. A few may find that it lies in finding a new sense of purpose for their
lives. Spirituality Beyond Science and Religion addresses all of these, and more, through a new
paradigm about life and death. It lifts readers above their daily press for competitive survival and
success, by going to the heart of all spirituality. The book disputes traditional sciences claim that
physical matter is the only reality. It also helps explain enigmas that have confronted orthodox
religion for centuries. To do so, this book correlates published research from nearly one hundred
and fifty authors and professionals in medicine, neuroscience, psychology, theology, history, and
metaphysics. It explores new insights being revealed through thousands of subjective experiences
around the worldall of them beyond the ability of science or religion to explain. The book therefore
not only offers reassurance that death is not final but it also discloses profound implications for how
we live our lives on earth. The US Review of Books Spirituality Beyond Science and Religion by
William Pillow, with Jack McMahan and Lillian Stover Wells iUniverse reviewed by Priscilla Estes
but deep inside us is the recognition that life can and should have more meaning, one that reaches
far beyond traditional science and orthodox religion and one that involves all of us. The
mind-body-spirit (MBS) publishing industry has come a long way since the 1960s and 1970s when
Aldous Huxley, Hermann Hesse and Carlos Castaneda combined Eastern and Western thought in the
best-sellers Doors of Perception, Siddhartha, and The Teachings of Don Juan, respectively. In fact,
according to religion and publishing expert Elizabeth Puttick, MBS publishing is the fastest growing
non-fiction genre, which a quick examination of virtual and real bookstores supports. More than ever
before, great minds race to close the gap between science and religion, to answer the questions of
where do we come from, why are we here, and where do we go after death. We search for answers
inside the human brain, the psyche, the fetus, gravity, energy fields, near-death experiences (NDEs),
universal consciousness, time travel, soul travel, quantum medicine, karma, dharma, and moreit's
hard for the average person to comprehend, let alone keep up! Finally, here is a book that helps pull
it all together for us, written by William Pillow, ex-US Air Force and retired pharmacist with
thirty-four years at Eli Lilly. Pillow began a quest to discover where we go after death and why when
a long and lingering illness befell his wife and he confronted aging. Initially a Southern Baptist and a
skeptic about all things metaphysical, he changed his mind while reading the incredible body of
research on soul survival. After prodigious investigation, much of which concerns NDEs and studies
on fetal awareness, Pillow concluded there is a soul, a God, and a Heaven. His conclusions may
challenge your philosophy, but parenthetical documentation and a fifteen-page bibliography
encourage independent verification. The book starts slowly and carefully as Pillow builds his case by
conscientiously stitching together scientific, religious, and metaphysical literature, both ancient and
modern, on the nature of God (the spark of life), souls (the human superconsciousness) and Heaven
(the spirit world). The brain begins to smoke while chugging through study after study on NDE's,
shared NDE's, life-between-lives (LBL), out-of-body-experiences (OBE), past-life regression, after
death communications (ADC), pre-birth visions, neurological pathways, the transcendent source of
consciousness, the ego, and more. We long for an index, a glossary, and less use of quotes around
words that don't require them. Halfway through, our mental labors are rewarded with chapter 7,
Our Incomparable Souls. This is the heart of the book, a behind-the scenes look at the soul and a
parting of the veil of forgetfulness produced by the ego. Pillow discusses studies on fetal
consciousness, which provide the strongest circumstantial evidence for existence of the soul, and
gives a moving testament to the soul's purpose: to instill compassion, empathy, and benevolence in
its human host. The second half of the book flies by, as we greedily gobble mainstream studies on
energy healing, brain waves, and the need for face-to-face friendships in an electronically connected
world. Tucked unobtrusively at the end of chapter 11 are three paragraphs titled For Me Personally,
in which the author shares his private definition of faith. Such unheralded brevity from a man who
once considered entering the Christian ministry shows great respect for the reader and for the role
of science in decoding religion and spirituality. The final chapter implores us to at least consider the
possible importance of these concepts and commentaries for your loved ones and for you. Pillow
believes that by knowing there is a God, a soul, and a Heaven, we can sustain our inner journey



toward purpose and meaning in our lives; and that by recognizing our shared humanity, we can save
civilization. One hopes and prays this is true as murders by children, mass killings by governments,
greed, corruption, materialism, apathy, mental illness, addiction, and more threaten to suffocate
humanity's life force. Pillow is an accomplished author, having written or edited five educational
textbooks, several dozen articles, one murder mystery involving reincarnation and the paranormal,
and five books about the search for self and the meaning of life through science, self-awareness, and
spirituality. Spirituality Beyond Science and Religion is his first book written with theologian Jack
McMahan and clinical psychologist Lillian Stover Wells. Pillow brilliantly connects his philosophy on
the soul, God, and Heaven with salient literature in the field of science and religion. The MBS genre
has come a long way from the Indian fables and drug-induced journeys of the sixties and seventies.
Pillow's overall message that the power of love is greater than the love of power points us in the
right direction for the twenty-first century.
  howard storm my descent into death: Near Death Experiences Anthony Peake, 2024-11-01 As
the bestselling author of Is There Life After Death? and Cheating the Ferryman, Anthony Peake has
studied the phenomena surrounding what happens when we die. In Near-Death Experiences, he
takes a look at a phenomenon that has garnered great attention from both academics and scientists
who study the workings of the brain and the physiological events that are associated with this
seemingly inexplicable state. By marrying up anecdotal evidence with empirical scientific evidence,
Peake proffers the latest theories behind what we call 'near-death experiences' and how those
investigating them are trying to reconcile an apparent state of awareness on the part of the person
concerned with the fact that clinically they are considered by physicians to be in a state of clinical
death with no signs of bodily functions. It makes for a fascinating read that takes us into an area of
neuroscientific research that is continually evolving.
  howard storm my descent into death: Living Beyond Ivan Rudolph, 2019-04-17 What
happens when we die? This is one of humankind’s most important questions. Living Beyond brings a
fresh and exciting perspective to this enduring question. Ivan Rudolph shares dramatic evidence
supporting near-death experiences. This book is expertly written, remarkably easy to read, and
enthusiastically recommended. — Jeffrey Long, M.D., founder of the Near Death Experiences
Research Foundation; author of the New York Times bestseller, Evidence of the Afterlife: The
Science of Near-Death Experiences. What are Near Death Experiences (NDEs) and how do they fit in
with Christianity? For over 40 years, the author, Ivan Rudolph, has been conducting interviews,
studying hundreds of accounts and now has clarity about this mysterious phenomenon. The truth is
surprising, exciting, and ultimately relevant for everyone. Did you know that there are at least 16
million Americans who have had an NDE, including celebrities like Goldie Hawn, Sharon Stone,
Elizabeth Taylor, Nikki Sixx, Burt Reynolds, and many others? Did you know that they are a part of a
huge family of 350 million returnees alive today? The problem is, many returnees remain confused
about their experience. They fear they will never feel normal again and seeking empathy seems
impossible from loved ones that don't understand. This is not only a guide to help the confused,
traumatized and, sometimes, depressed returnees incorporate their experiences successfully back
into their relationships and life on earth. The thoroughly research text will help families and loved
ones to provide support and understand what the returnee is going through. “Very well presented,
with substantial, solid evidence; well-explained point by point. From an Orthodox viewpoint its
theology is sound.” —Father John D’Alton, Orthodox Priest
  howard storm my descent into death: The One Mind Matthew A. Fike, 2013-10-08 The One
Mind: C. G. Jung and the Future of Literary Criticism explores the implications of C. G. Jung's unus
mundus by applying his writings on the metaphysical, the paranormal, and the quantum to
literature. As Jung knew, everything is connected because of its participation in universal
consciousness, which encompasses all that is, including the collective unconscious. Matthew A. Fike
argues that this principle of unity enables an approach in which psychic functioning is both a subject
and a means of discovery—psi phenomena evoke the connections among the physical world, the
psyche, and the spiritual realm. Applying the tools of Jungian literary criticism in new ways by



expanding their scope and methodology, Fike discusses the works of Hawthorne, Milton,
Shakespeare, Wordsworth, and lesser-known writers in terms of issues from psychology,
parapsychology, and physics. Topics include the case for monism over materialism, altered states of
consciousness, types of psychic functioning, UFOs, synchronicity, and space-time relativity. The One
Mind examines Goodman Brown's dream, Adam's vision in Paradise Lost, the dream sequence in The
Wanderer, the role of metaphor in Robert A. Monroe's metaphysical trilogy, Orfeo Angelucci's work
on UFOs, and the stolen boat episode in Wordsworth's The Prelude. The book concludes with case
studies on Robert Jordan and William Blake. Considered together, these readings bring us a
significant step closer to a unity of psychology, science, and spirituality. The One Mind illustrates
how Jung's writings contain the seeds of the future of literary criticism. Reaching beyond archetypal
criticism and postmodern theoretical approaches to Jung, Fike proposes a new school of Jungian
literary criticism based on the unitary world that underpins the collective unconscious. This book
will appeal to scholars of C. G. Jung as well as students and readers with an interest in
psychoanalysis, literature, literary theory, and the history of ideas.
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