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Examples of Dialect in Literature: Exploring Regional Voices and Cultural Identity

Examples of dialect in literature offer readers a unique window into the rich tapestry of human speech,

culture, and identity. When authors incorporate dialects into their writing, they breathe life into

characters, making them more authentic and relatable. Dialect—variations in language based on

geographical region, social class, or ethnic background—brings texture and depth to storytelling. In this

article, we'll dive into how dialects are used in literature, explore some famous examples, and

understand why this literary device remains powerful and relevant.

What Is Dialect in Literature?

Before delving into examples, it’s helpful to define what dialect means in the context of literature. A

dialect is a distinct form of a language spoken by a particular group of people, often characterized by

unique vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. In literature, dialect is used to portray these linguistic

differences on the page, giving readers a sense of place, culture, and character background.

Authors use dialect to:

- Ground their stories in specific locations or communities

- Highlight social or cultural divisions

- Add authenticity and realism to dialogue

- Create memorable and distinct characters

However, using dialect effectively requires a delicate balance. Too much dialect can be difficult to read

or seem caricatured, while too little can lose the sense of authenticity.



Classic Examples of Dialect in Literature

Some of the most celebrated works in literary history stand out precisely because of their masterful

use of dialect. Here are a few classic examples that showcase how dialect enriches narrative.

Mark Twain’s “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”

One of the quintessential examples of dialect in literature is Mark Twain’s *The Adventures of

Huckleberry Finn*. Twain famously captured the speech patterns of different social groups along the

Mississippi River during the 19th century. Huck’s narration features regional slang and phonetic

spellings that reflect his Southern upbringing.

For example, phrases like “ain’t,” “reckon,” and “gonna” appear frequently, while characters such as

Jim, the runaway slave, speak in African American Vernacular English (AAVE) of the time. This use of

dialect not only adds realism but also highlights the social and racial dynamics of the era.

Emily Brontë’s “Wuthering Heights”

Emily Brontë’s *Wuthering Heights* employs Yorkshire dialect to depict the rugged moorland setting

and its inhabitants. The dialect words—like “t’” for “the,” “lass” for girl, and “naught” for

nothing—immerse readers in the rural English environment.

Brontë’s use of dialect conveys more than just setting; it also reflects the characters’ social status and

cultural background. The raw and sometimes harsh speech patterns mirror the turbulent emotions and

wild landscape central to the novel’s mood.



Zora Neale Hurston’s “Their Eyes Were Watching God”

Zora Neale Hurston, an influential figure of the Harlem Renaissance, masterfully used African

American dialect in *Their Eyes Were Watching God*. The novel’s dialogue captures the rhythms,

idioms, and cadences of Southern Black communities in the early 20th century.

Hurston’s use of dialect serves to preserve cultural identity and oral storytelling traditions, making the

characters’ voices vivid and true to life. It also challenges mainstream literary norms by validating

Black vernacular as a rich and expressive language form.

Why Do Authors Use Dialect in Literature?

Authors choose to incorporate dialect for several compelling reasons beyond just realism.

Understanding these motivations can deepen our appreciation of dialect as a literary tool.

Creating Authentic Characters

One of the most important reasons for using dialect is to create characters that feel genuine. When a

character speaks in a way that reflects their upbringing or community, it helps readers connect with

them on a deeper level. Dialect provides clues about a character’s background, education, and

personality without the author having to explain it outright.

Enhancing the Setting

Dialect can transform a story’s setting from a vague backdrop into a vivid, living world. Hearing the

local speech patterns helps readers “hear” the environment and visualize the culture more clearly. It

can evoke everything from bustling city streets to remote countryside villages.



Highlighting Social and Cultural Divides

Language often reflects societal hierarchies and divisions. By using dialect, authors can subtly—or

sometimes explicitly—show tensions between different groups. For example, a character who speaks in

a prestigious accent might be contrasted with one who uses a regional dialect, hinting at class

differences or social barriers.

Preserving Cultural Heritage

Some writers use dialect as a way to preserve and honor cultural heritage, especially in communities

where language is closely tied to identity. Capturing dialect on the page can be an act of cultural

documentation, preserving speech patterns that might otherwise fade over time.

Challenges and Criticisms of Using Dialect in Literature

While dialect can add richness to literature, it’s not without challenges. Writers and readers alike

sometimes grapple with issues related to dialect use.

Risk of Stereotyping

One major criticism is that dialect can unintentionally reinforce stereotypes. If a character’s speech is

exaggerated or used primarily for comic effect, it may come across as mocking or demeaning.

Sensitive handling is required to avoid caricature, especially when representing marginalized groups.



Reader Accessibility

Heavy use of dialect—particularly if it is written phonetically—can make a text difficult to read. Readers

unfamiliar with the dialect might struggle to understand the dialogue, which can disrupt the flow and

enjoyment of the story. Writers often have to strike a balance between authenticity and clarity.

Translation and Adaptation Issues

Dialect’s nuances can be especially challenging to translate into other languages or adapt into film and

theater. Much of what makes dialect distinctive—intonation, rhythm, cultural references—may be lost or

altered, impacting the story’s original flavor.

Modern Examples of Dialect in Contemporary Literature

Dialect continues to be a vibrant feature in modern literature, reflecting today’s diverse voices and

experiences.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s “Americanah”

In *Americanah*, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie incorporates Nigerian English and regional dialects to

portray her characters’ cultural roots. The dialogue captures unique idioms and speech patterns from

Lagos, enriching the narrative and helping readers understand the immigrant experience.

Junot Díaz’s “The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao”



Junot Díaz blends English with Dominican Spanish dialect in his novel *The Brief Wondrous Life of

Oscar Wao*. This code-switching reflects the hybrid identity of his characters and adds authenticity to

the immigrant narrative. The dialect usage also serves to immerse the reader in the cultural and

historical backdrop of the story.

Celeste Ng’s “Little Fires Everywhere”

While not as heavy on dialect as other examples, Celeste Ng’s *Little Fires Everywhere* uses subtle

variations in speech to distinguish characters from different social and ethnic backgrounds in suburban

America. This nuanced use of language highlights class distinctions and cultural tensions without

overwhelming readers.

Tips for Writers Using Dialect in Their Work

If you’re a writer interested in incorporating dialect into your storytelling, here are a few tips to keep in

mind:

Research Thoroughly: Spend time listening to and studying the dialect you want to portray.

Authenticity matters, so avoid guesswork.

Use Dialect Sparingly: Too much dialect can tire readers. Use it primarily in dialogue, and

balance it with standard language in narration.

Focus on Key Features: Instead of trying to replicate every phonetic detail, highlight distinctive

words or phrases that convey the dialect’s flavor.

Avoid Stereotypes: Portray characters with depth and respect, not just as caricatures defined by

their speech.



Consider Your Audience: Make sure the dialect enhances the story without making it inaccessible

or confusing.

Exploring examples of dialect in literature reveals just how pivotal language is in shaping narrative

voice and character identity. Whether it’s Huck Finn’s Southern drawl, the Yorkshire accents of

*Wuthering Heights*, or the vibrant Nigerian English in *Americanah*, dialect invites readers into

worlds that feel lived-in, real, and deeply human. Through careful and thoughtful use, dialect remains a

timeless tool for writers eager to capture the diversity of human expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a dialect in literature?

A dialect in literature refers to the particular form of a language which is peculiar to a specific region or

social group, often used by authors to add authenticity and depth to characters and settings.

Can you give examples of dialects used in classic literature?

Examples include Mark Twain's use of Southern American English in 'The Adventures of Huckleberry

Finn,' and Emily Brontë's use of Yorkshire dialect in 'Wuthering Heights.'

How does dialect enhance characterization in literature?

Dialect enhances characterization by providing insight into a character's background, social status, and

cultural identity, making them more realistic and relatable.

What are some famous literary works known for their use of dialect?

Famous works include 'Their Eyes Were Watching God' by Zora Neale Hurston, which uses African

American Vernacular English, and 'Trainspotting' by Irvine Welsh, featuring Scottish dialect.



Is it appropriate to use dialect in contemporary literature?

Yes, using dialect in contemporary literature remains a powerful tool to convey authenticity, preserve

cultural heritage, and highlight linguistic diversity.

How do authors balance readability and authenticity when using

dialect?

Authors often balance readability and authenticity by using phonetic spellings selectively, providing

context clues, or incorporating glossaries to help readers understand the dialect without sacrificing

immersion.

Are there any challenges associated with writing dialect in literature?

Challenges include risking stereotyping, alienating readers unfamiliar with the dialect, and maintaining

consistency while ensuring the dialect enhances rather than hinders the story.

Additional Resources

**Examples of Dialect in Literature: A Linguistic Exploration**

Examples of dialect in literature offer readers a vibrant window into the cultural, regional, and social

identity of characters and settings. Dialect—variations in language specific to particular groups—serves

as a powerful literary tool to convey authenticity, deepen characterization, and immerse audiences in

diverse milieus. Throughout literary history, authors have skillfully used dialect to enrich narrative

texture, highlight societal dynamics, and underscore themes of identity and belonging.

This article delves into prominent examples of dialect in literature, analyzing how these linguistic

variations function within texts and contribute to broader literary landscapes. By examining distinctive

dialectal uses, the discussion reveals the nuanced interplay between language and culture across

different periods and genres.



The Role of Dialect in Literature

Dialect in literature is more than mere speech pattern variation; it embodies the ethos of a community,

reflecting historical, geographical, and social dimensions. Writers leverage dialect to:

- Establish realism and verisimilitude within narratives

- Differentiate characters by class, ethnicity, or region

- Challenge or reinforce social hierarchies and stereotypes

- Preserve linguistic heritage and cultural memory

While dialect can enrich texts, its use requires a delicate balance. Overuse or inaccurate

representation risks alienating readers or perpetuating caricatures. Thus, the artful deployment of

dialect often involves extensive research and nuanced understanding of linguistic subtleties.

Mark Twain and the American South

One of the most cited examples of dialect in literature is Mark Twain’s use of regional vernacular in

*The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn*. Twain’s portrayal of Southern American English brings

authenticity to his characters, including Huck Finn and Jim, a runaway slave. The novel’s dialogue

encapsulates various speech patterns—slang, phonetic spelling, and grammatical irregularities—that

vividly evoke the Mississippi River setting.

Twain’s dialect serves multiple purposes:

- It provides historical insight into 19th-century Southern dialects

- It enhances character differentiation, especially between social classes and races

- It challenges prevailing racial attitudes by humanizing Jim through his speech

However, Twain’s use of dialect has sparked debate regarding readability and cultural sensitivity,



illustrating the complex legacy of dialect in literature.

Harper Lee’s Southern Dialect in *To Kill a Mockingbird*

Similarly, Harper Lee’s *To Kill a Mockingbird* incorporates Southern dialect to illustrate social

divisions and racial tensions in Alabama. Characters like Calpurnia, the Finch family’s housekeeper,

speak in African American Vernacular English (AAVE), contrasting with the white characters’ speech

patterns. This dialect differentiation subtly reveals entrenched societal structures and personal

identities.

Lee’s balanced approach avoids caricature, instead portraying dialect as a dynamic marker of

community and individual experience. The novel’s dialectal elements contribute to its enduring impact

as a social commentary.

James Joyce and Hiberno-English

Across the Atlantic, James Joyce’s work epitomizes dialectal complexity through his use of Hiberno-

English—the Irish English dialect—in *Dubliners* and *Ulysses*. Joyce’s characters employ idiomatic

expressions, syntax, and phonetic spellings unique to Dublin speech. This linguistic authenticity

enriches the urban Irish experience, highlighting themes of paralysis and identity.

Joyce’s innovative stream-of-consciousness style further blends dialect with internal monologue,

challenging conventional narrative forms. The use of dialect here is integral to the psychological depth

and cultural specificity of his literature.

Zora Neale Hurston and African American Vernacular English



Zora Neale Hurston’s *Their Eyes Were Watching God* stands as a seminal example of dialect in

African American literature. Hurston writes her characters’ dialogue in African American Vernacular

English, capturing the unique rhythms and lexicon of Southern Black communities. This dialectal

representation empowers marginalized voices, preserves cultural narratives, and enhances lyrical

storytelling.

Hurston’s use of dialect underscores themes of self-expression and resilience, while also engaging

readers in the lived realities of her characters.

Features and Challenges of Literary Dialect

Dialect in literature can be characterized by several key features:

Phonetic spelling: Words are spelled as they sound to reflect pronunciation variations.

Lexical variations: Use of region-specific vocabulary and idioms.

Syntax differences: Altered sentence structure to mimic speech patterns.

Code-switching: Characters may switch between dialects or languages, reflecting social

contexts.

Despite its benefits, incorporating dialect presents challenges:

Readability: Heavy dialect can hinder reader comprehension and slow narrative pace.1.



Authenticity vs. Stereotype: Authors must avoid reinforcing negative stereotypes or2.

misrepresenting communities.

Translation difficulties: Dialect often loses nuance in translation, limiting global accessibility.3.

Authors often mitigate these challenges by balancing dialect with standard language narration or

providing contextual clues.

Comparative Perspectives: Dialect Across Genres

The use of dialect varies widely across literary genres. In realist fiction, dialect grounds stories in

specific locales, while in folklore, dialect preserves oral traditions. Contemporary novels may use

dialect to explore identity politics, while poetry exploits dialect’s rhythmic qualities.

For example:

- **Realism:** Twain’s and Lee’s novels rely on dialect for historical and social authenticity.

- **Modernism:** Joyce’s experimental use blurs boundaries between dialect and stream of

consciousness.

- **Contemporary fiction:** Authors like Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie incorporate Nigerian English

dialects to assert postcolonial identity.

This diversity highlights dialect’s adaptability and enduring relevance.

Impact on Readers and Literary Criticism

Examples of dialect in literature influence reader engagement by fostering empathy and cultural



understanding. Readers encounter linguistic diversity that challenges assumptions and broadens

perspectives. Academically, dialect studies intersect with sociolinguistics, postcolonial theory, and

cultural studies, enriching literary criticism.

Critics often debate dialect’s role in perpetuating social divides versus its capacity to democratize

literature. This discourse reflects the evolving relationship between language, power, and

representation.

---

In exploring examples of dialect in literature, it becomes evident that dialect is not merely a stylistic

choice but a potent narrative device. From the Mississippi Delta to Dublin’s streets and the American

South, dialect breathes life into characters and settings, capturing the intricate mosaic of human

experience through language.

Examples Of Dialect In Literature
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century social media, this is the first comprehensive collection to explore dialect writing in the North
of England. The book also considers broad questions about dialect writing in general: What is it?
Who does it? What types of dialect writing exist? How can linguists interpret it?Bringing together a
wide range of contributors, the book investigates everything from the cultural positioning and
impact of dialect writing to the mechanics of how authors produce dialect spellings (and what this
can tell us about the structure of the dialects represented). The book features a number of case
studies, focusing on dialect writing from all over the North of England, considering a wide range of
types of text, including dialect poetry, translations into dialect, letters, tweets, direct speech in
novels, humorous localised volumes, written reports of conversations and cartoons in local
newspapers.
  examples of dialect in literature: Writing in Nonstandard English Irma Taavitsainen, Gunnel
Melchers, Päivi Pahta, 2000-02-15 This book investigates linguistic variation as a complex continuum
of language use from standard to nonstandard. In our view, these notions can only be established
through mutual definition, and they cannot exist without the opposite pole. What is considered
standard English changes according to the approach at hand, and the nonstandard changes
accordingly. This book offers an interdisciplinary and multifaceted approach to this central theme of
wide interest. The articles approach writing in nonstandard language through various disciplines
and methodologies: sociolinguistics, pragmatics, historical linguistics, dialectology, corpus
linguistics, and ideological and political points of view. The theories and methods from these fields
are applied to material that ranges from nonliterary writing to canonized authors. Dialects, regional
varieties and worldwide Englishes are also addressed.
  examples of dialect in literature: Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics , 2005-11-24
The first edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's standard reference work
for a generation. Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's comprehensiveness and high
quality, expanded for a new generation, while being the first encyclopedia to really exploit the
multimedia potential of linguistics. * The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and
international reference source in its field * An entirely new work, with new editors, new authors,
new topics and newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic articles * The first
Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics through the online edition *
Ground-breaking and International in scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with extensive
cross-referencing * Available in print and online, priced separately. The online version will include
updates as subjects develop ELL2 includes: * c. 7,500,000 words * c. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000 articles
* c. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files online *
c. 3,500 glossary definitions * c. 39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used abbreviations *
List of languages of the world (including information on no. of speakers, language family, etc.) *
Approximately 700 biographical entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200 language maps
in print and online Also available online via ScienceDirect – featuring extensive browsing, searching,
and internal cross-referencing between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles
and abstract databases, making navigation flexible and easy. For more information, pricing options
and availability visit www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia
potential of linguistics Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any predecessor An invaluable
resource for researchers, academics, students and professionals in the fields of: linguistics,
anthropology, education, psychology, language acquisition, language pathology, cognitive science,
sociology, the law, the media, medicine & computer science. The most authoritative, up-to-date,
comprehensive, and international reference source in its field
  examples of dialect in literature: English Accents and Dialects Arthur Hughes, Peter Trudgill,
Dominic Watt, 2013-01-11 English Accents and Dialects is an essential guide to contemporary social
and regional varieties of English spoken in the British Isles today. Together with invaluable
overviews of numerous regional accents and dialects, this fifth edition provides a detailed
description of key features of Received Pronounciation (RP) as well as several major non-standard
varieties of English. Key features: main regional differences are followed by a survey of speech in



over 20 areas of the UK and Ireland, audio samples of which are available to download at
www.routledge.com/cw/hughes recent findings on London English, Aberdeen English and Liverpool
English contains new entries on Hull, Manchester, Carlisle, Middlesbrough, Southampton, London
West Indian, Lancashire and the Shetlands additional exercises with answers online accompany the
new varieties clear maps throughout for locating particular accents and dialects. This combination of
reference manual and practical guide makes this fifth edition of English Accents and Dialects a
highly useful resource providing a comprehensive and contemporary coverage of speech in the UK
and Ireland today.
  examples of dialect in literature: Studying Dialect Rob Penhallurick, 2018-02-22 This book
provides an accessible yet comprehensive introduction to the study of the dialects of English as they
are spoken around the world, from the earliest dialect dictionaries of the sixteenth century to
contemporary research emerging from the field of geolinguistics. Organised into ten thematic
chapters, it explores and evaluates the methods and purposes of each approach to the study of
dialectal variation, with full explanations of technical terms throughout. Illuminating one of the most
productive fields of interest in language study, this compelling book is essential reading for students
of dialect and regional difference in English.
  examples of dialect in literature: Yorkshire Dialect in the Nineteenth Century Paul Cooper,
2025-03-25 This book draws on a framework of enregisterment and indexicality to chart the ways in
which the Yorkshire dialect came to be associated with particular linguistic repertoires and social
stereotypes from the nineteenth century through to today. Cooper situates the work within a
historical enregisterment framework, rooted in an ideological approach to the study of language.
Focusing on representations of the Yorkshire dialect in a corpus of nineteenth-century writing,
comprising poetry, ballads, songs, and plays, Cooper explores how the dialect came to be
enregistered and indexical of social values such as friendliness, directness, or authenticity, and how
sub-varieties impacted the division of communities along ideological lines. The volume also includes
qualitative analyses of metalinguistic commentary from such historical sources as dictionaries,
glossaries, and magazines. Taken together, the book offers a holistic picture of the evolution of the
Yorkshire dialect and in turn, stereotypes of “Yorkshireness” which persist to this day. Cooper shows
how an enregisterment approach can offer a deeper understanding of the historical relationships
between dialect and identity and in turn, contemporary perceptions of dialects and their speakers.
This volume will be of interest to students and scholars in historical sociolinguistics, dialectology,
and English language.
  examples of dialect in literature: Revolution and Its Narratives Xiang Cai, 2016-02-04
Published in China in 2010, Revolution and Its Narratives is a historical, literary, and critical
account of the cultural production of the narratives of China's socialist revolution. Through
theoretical, empirical, and textual analysis of major and minor novels, dramas, short stories, and
cinema, Cai Xiang offers a complex study that exceeds the narrow confines of existing views of
socialist aesthetics. By engaging with the relationship among culture, history, and politics in the
context of the revolutionary transformation of Chinese society and arts, Cai illuminates the utopian
promise as well as the ultimate impossibility of socialist cultural production. Translated, annotated,
and edited by Rebecca E. Karl and Xueping Zhong, this translation presents Cai's influential work to
English-language readers for the first time.
  examples of dialect in literature: Researching Northern English Raymond Hickey, 2015-12-15
Northern English has become the focus of intensive research in the past decade or so, following on a
series of dedicated conferences. The present book brings together leading-edge contributions on
various aspects of language use, variation and change in the North of England. The volume covers
the history of English in this area as well as providing incisive studies of both the varieties of English
spoken in cities and in larger parts of the area. In addition, the collection contains a number of
interface studies, e.g. concerned with the borders of the North of England, both to Scotland and the
South of England or dealing with second-language varieties of Northern English or with additional
issues, such as enregisterment. All these contributions help to draw a comprehensive picture of this



key area of the English-speaking world and point the way forward for future research.
  examples of dialect in literature: Language and Region Joan Beal, 2006-04-18 Language
and Region: provides an accessible guide to regional variation in English covers topical issues
including loss of regional diversity and attitudes to regional accents and dialects examines the use of
dialect in media, advertising and the tourist industry outlines the main linguistic characteristics of
regional accents and dialects in terms of regional pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar. Affording
hands-on practical experience of textual analysis, this book is essential reading for students of
English language studies.
  examples of dialect in literature: The Victorians and English Dialect Matthew Townend,
2024-06-24 The Victorians and English Dialect tells the story of the Victorians' discovery of English
dialect, and of the revaluation of local language that was brought about by the new, historical
philology of the nineteenth century. Regional dialects came to be seen not as corrupt or pernicious,
but rather as venerable and precious. The book examines the work of the ground-breaking collectors
of the 1840s and 1850s, who first alerted their contemporaries to the importance of local dialect -
and also to the perils that threatened it with extinction.It traces the connection between dialect and
literature, in the flourishing of dialect poetry and the foregrounding of regional voices in Victorian
fiction. It explains how the antiquity of regional dialects cast light on the national past - the Celts,
Anglo-Saxons, and Vikings - and how dialect study was also at the heart of the discovery of local
folklore and oral culture: old words, old customs, old beliefs. And it tells the story of the three great
monuments of Victorian dialect study that marked the apogee of regional philology: the 80
publications of the English Dialect Society (1873-96), an organization run by a committee of
journalists and local historians in Manchester; the nationwide survey of The Existing Phonology of
English Dialects (1889), which listened in on local speech in market squares and third-class railway
carriages; and the multi-volume English Dialect Dictionary (1898-1905), which collected all the
previous labours together, and made an enduring record of Victorian dialect.
  examples of dialect in literature: Oral and Literate Culture in England, 1500-1700 Adam Fox,
2000-11-09 This book explores the varied vernacular forms and rich oral traditions which were such
a part of popular culture in early modern England. It focuses, in particular, upon dialect speech and
proverbial wisdom, old wives' tales and children's lore, historical legends and local customs,
scurrilous versifying and scandalous rumour-mongering. Adam Fox argues that while the spoken
word provides the most vivid insight into the mental world of the majority in this semi-literate
society, it was by no means untouched by written influences. Even at the beginning of the period,
centuries of reciprocal infusion between complementary media had created a cultural repertoire
which had long ceased to be purely oral. Thereafter, the expansion of literacy together with the
proliferation of texts both in manuscript and print saw the rapid acceleration and elaboration of this
process. By 1700 popular traditions and modes of expression were the product of a fundamentally
literate environment to a much greater extent than has yet been appreciated.
  examples of dialect in literature: Texas Review , 1922
  examples of dialect in literature: Academy, with which are Incorporated Literature and the
English Review , 1876
  examples of dialect in literature: Black American Writing from the Nadir Dickson D. Bruce,
Jr., 1992-08-01 In this wide-ranging study, Dickson D. Bruce. Jr., analyzes post-Reconstruction and
turn-of-the-century black writing, treating minor as well as major authors and considering a broad
range of genres. Bruce shows that black writers confronted the conditions of an increasingly racist
society in almost every aspect of their work—from their choice of subject matter to the way they
drew their characters to the mood they portrayed. At the same time, these writers, most of whom
were members of a small but growing black professional class, displayed a concern for middle-class
aspirations and values. Bruce underscores the significance of discerning the tensions between these
opposing forces in studying the literature of the time. Bruce’s attention to the body of work
produced by minor writers, most of whom have remained obscure to all but a few literary scholars
and historians, adds an important dimension to our understanding of African-American history and



literature. His discussion of such better-known writers as Charles W. Chesnutt, Paul Laurence
Dunbar, James Weldon Johnson, and W. E. B. Du Bois places them in a fuller literary context,
defining more clearly their significance as individuals. Black American Writing from the Nadir is an
insightful, well-focused work that will benefit social and cultural historians as well as students of
literature
  examples of dialect in literature: Aberdeen University Review , 1922 Includes provisional
roll of service of the university in the European war, 1914-June 30, 1915 (2 p. l., 84 p.) appended to
v. 2.
  examples of dialect in literature: A Bibliography of Writings on the English Language
from the Beginning of Printing to the End of 1922 Arthur Garfield Kennedy, 1927
  examples of dialect in literature: The future of dialects Marie-Hélène Côté, Remco
Knooihuizen, John Nerbonne, 2016-02-05 Traditional dialects have been encroached upon by the
increasing mobility of their speakers and by the onslaught of national languages in education and
mass media. Typically, older dialects are “leveling” to become more like national languages. This is
regrettable when the last articulate traces of a culture are lost, but it also promotes a complex
dynamics of interaction as speakers shift from dialect to standard and to intermediate compromises
between the two in their forms of speech. Varieties of speech thus live on in modern communities,
where they still function to mark provenance, but increasingly cultural and social provenance as
opposed to pure geography. They arise at times from the need to function throughout the different
groups in society, but they also may have roots in immigrants’ speech, and just as certainly from the
ineluctable dynamics of groups wishing to express their identity to themselves and to the world. The
future of dialects is a selection of the papers presented at Methods in Dialectology XV, held in
Groningen, the Netherlands, 11-15 August 2014. While the focus is on methodology, the volume also
includes specialized studies on varieties of Catalan, Breton, Croatian, (Belgian) Dutch, English (in
the US, the UK and in Japan), German (including Swiss German), Italian (including Tyrolean Italian),
Japanese, and Spanish as well as on heritage languages in Canada.
  examples of dialect in literature: Sociolinguistics in Japanese Contexts Takesi Sibata,
2013-07-31 No detailed description available for Sociolinguistics in Japanese Contexts.
  examples of dialect in literature: The Sounds and Inflections of the Greek Dialects Herbert
Weir Smyth, 1894
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