turn of the screw literary criticism

Turn of the Screw Literary Criticism: Unraveling the Layers of Henry James’s Gothic
Masterpiece

turn of the screw literary criticism opens a fascinating gateway into one of Henry
James’s most enigmatic and enduring works. Since its publication in 1898, *The Turn of the
Screw* has captivated readers and critics alike with its ambiguous narrative, psychological
complexity, and haunting atmosphere. Literary criticism surrounding this novella dives
deep into questions of reliability, supernatural influence, repression, and Victorian
anxieties, making it a rich subject for exploration. Whether you’re a student, scholar, or just
an avid reader, understanding the layers of interpretation can greatly enhance your
appreciation of James’s artful storytelling.

The Ambiguity at the Heart of Turn of the Screw

One of the most compelling aspects of *The Turn of the Screw* is its deliberate ambiguity.
The story is narrated by a governess who recounts her experiences caring for two children
at a remote estate, where she believes she encounters malevolent ghosts. Literary criticism
often centers on the question: are the supernatural events real, or are they products of the
governess’s imagination?

The Unreliable Narrator Debate

A significant portion of turn of the screw literary criticism focuses on the governess’s
reliability. Scholars argue that her mental state is unstable, shaped by repressed desires,
loneliness, and societal pressures. This interpretation suggests that the ghosts and
hauntings are hallucinations, symbolic manifestations of her psychological turmoil.

- Critics point to inconsistencies in her narrative and her increasingly obsessive behavior as
clues.

- The lack of corroboration from other characters fuels skepticism about the supernatural
elements.

- Some psychoanalytic readings interpret the governess’s visions as projections of her
unconscious fears and desires.

Understanding the narrator as unreliable invites readers to question the entire story’s
reality and to explore themes of madness, repression, and the fragility of perception.

Supernatural vs. Psychological Interpretations

Another major strand in literary criticism examines whether the novella is a ghost story or a
psychological thriller. The supernatural reading treats the ghosts as real entities that
threaten the children and the governess’s sanity. On the other hand, psychological criticism



views the ghosts as metaphors or hallucinations.

- Supernatural defenders highlight the detailed descriptions of apparitions and the
children’s behavior as evidence.

- Psychological critics emphasize the governess’s isolation and emotional vulnerability as
catalysts for delusion.

- Some interpretations suggest a blend of both, where the supernatural elements symbolize
inner psychological conflicts.

This duality contributes to the novella’s lasting intrigue and allows for multiple readings
depending on the reader’s perspective.

Victorian Context and Social Critique

Placing *The Turn of the Screw* within its Victorian context enriches turn of the screw
literary criticism by connecting the narrative to the era’s cultural and social anxieties.

Gender and Power Dynamics

The governess’s role as a young, unmarried woman in a patriarchal society is a focal point
for feminist criticism. She wields some authority over the children but remains constrained
by her social position.

- Critics explore how the governess’s desire for control and recognition might fuel her
visions.

- The story reflects Victorian fears about female sexuality, innocence, and morality.

- The children’s ambiguous innocence raises questions about corruption and protection
within rigid class structures.

By examining gender and power, readers gain insight into the governess’s psychological
pressure and the novella’s broader critique of Victorian social norms.

Childhood and Innocence

The portrayal of the children, Miles and Flora, invites analysis of Victorian ideals about
childhood and purity. Their potentially sinister behavior complicates the typical image of
innocent children.

- Some critics argue that the children are victims of adult manipulation and repression.
- Others suggest they may embody corrupted innocence or even malevolence.
- This ambiguity challenges readers to reconsider assumptions about childhood and euvil.

The tension between innocence and corruption is a core theme that resonates throughout
the novella, reflecting Victorian concerns about morality and the loss of innocence.



Psychoanalytic Readings and Symbolism

The rise of psychoanalytic theory in literary criticism has deeply influenced interpretations
of *The Turn of the Screw*, offering tools to decode its symbolism and psychological depth.

Freudian Interpretations

Freudian critics often analyze the governess’s repressed desires, fears, and guilt as central
to the narrative’s haunting quality.

- The ghosts may symbolize repressed sexual desires or traumatic memories.

- The governess’s fixation on the children can be seen as displacement of her own
emotional conflicts.

- Themes of repression, projection, and the uncanny align closely with Freudian concepts.

Such readings underscore the novella’s exploration of the unconscious mind and the
dangers of repression.

Symbolism and the “Screw” Metaphor

The title itself invites symbolic interpretation. The “turn of the screw” can be viewed as a
metaphor for escalating psychological tension or tightening control.

- It suggests increasing pressure on the governess’s sanity.

- The phrase implies a mechanism of psychological torment or suspense.

- Some critics see it as representing the tightening grip of societal expectations on
individuals.

Exploring the symbolism embedded in the title and narrative elements adds layers of
meaning to the text and enhances its thematic richness.

Modern Critical Perspectives

Contemporary turn of the screw literary criticism often integrates postmodern and
theoretical approaches, reflecting ongoing debates about interpretation and meaning.

Reader-Response Criticism

Many modern critics emphasize the role of the reader in constructing meaning from the
novella’s ambiguity.

- The text’s open-endedness invites multiple interpretations.



- Readers’ backgrounds, beliefs, and experiences influence their understanding of the story.
- This approach highlights the dynamic interaction between text and audience.

Acknowledging the reader’s role underscores the novella’s enduring power to provoke
thought and discussion.

Postcolonial and Cultural Readings

Some scholars have explored *The Turn of the Screw* through postcolonial and cultural
lenses, examining themes of otherness, power, and displacement.

- The isolated estate can symbolize colonial or imperial power structures.
- The “ghosts” may represent suppressed histories or cultural anxieties.
- These readings expand the novella’s significance beyond its immediate Victorian context.

Such perspectives demonstrate the text’s versatility and relevance across different critical
frameworks.

Tips for Engaging with Turn of the Screw Literary
Criticism
If you're diving into the rich world of turn of the screw literary criticism, here are some
helpful approaches to deepen your understanding:
 Read multiple interpretations: Don’t settle for one perspective; explore
supernatural, psychological, feminist, and historical analyses.

* Consider the historical context: Understanding Victorian society and norms will
clarify many thematic elements.

e Analyze the narrator closely: Pay attention to language, inconsistencies, and
emotional tone to assess reliability.

e Reflect on symbolism: Look beyond the plot to identify metaphors and thematic
motifs like the “screw” or the ghosts.

* Engage with critical debates: Reading scholarly articles and essays can reveal the
evolving nature of the novella’s interpretation.

Approaching the text and its criticism with an open and inquisitive mind can transform your
reading experience and reveal the enduring genius of Henry James’s work.

The literary criticism of *The Turn of the Screw* continues to evolve, demonstrating the
novella’s unique ability to challenge and intrigue readers. Its layers of ambiguity, complex



characters, and rich symbolism make it a timeless subject for analysis and discussion.
Whether you lean towards a ghost story or a psychological case study, the critical
conversations surrounding the novella enrich our understanding of literature’s power to
unsettle and provoke thought.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in "The Turn of the
Screw"?

"The Turn of the Screw" primarily explores themes of ambiguity, innocence versus
corruption, and the supernatural versus psychological interpretation.

How does the ambiguity in "The Turn of the Screw"
contribute to its literary criticism?

The ambiguity in the novella creates multiple possible interpretations, allowing critics to
debate whether the ghosts are real or figments of the governess’s imagination, which
deepens the analysis of narrative reliability and psychological complexity.

What role does the unreliable narrator play in the
literary criticism of "The Turn of the Screw"?

The governess as an unreliable narrator is central to literary criticism, as it raises questions
about the truth of the supernatural events and encourages readers to consider
psychological explanations for the haunting.

How do feminist readings interpret "The Turn of the
Screw"?

Feminist criticism often examines the governess’s role within a patriarchal society, her
repression, and the power dynamics between genders and social classes in the story.

What is the significance of the children in "The Turn of
the Screw" from a psychoanalytic perspective?

From a psychoanalytic perspective, the children represent innocence corrupted by
repressed desires and traumas, and the governess’s interactions with them reveal
underlying psychological conflicts.

How does "The Turn of the Screw" reflect Victorian
anxieties in literary criticism?

The novella reflects Victorian anxieties about sexuality, morality, and the supernatural,
which are often highlighted in criticism to understand the cultural context influencing the



story.

What is the importance of the supernatural elements in
literary criticism of "The Turn of the Screw"?

Supernatural elements are pivotal as critics debate their reality versus psychological
hallucination, which affects interpretations about madness, repression, and the nature of
evil.

How does narrative structure influence the
interpretation of "The Turn of the Screw"?

The frame narrative and limited perspective create uncertainty and tension, influencing
interpretations related to reliability, truth, and the layering of storytelling.

What role does class play in the literary criticism of
"The Turn of the Screw"?

Class dynamics are explored through the governess’s position as a middle-class woman in a
higher social environment, highlighting issues of power, control, and social mobility.

How have modern critics reinterpreted "The Turn of the
Screw"?

Modern critics often focus on psychological and psychoanalytic readings, emphasizing
mental illness, trauma, and the complexities of perception, moving beyond traditional ghost
story interpretations.

Additional Resources

Turn of the Screw Literary Criticism: An In-Depth Exploration of Henry James’s Ambiguous
Ghost Story

turn of the screw literary criticism has long been a fertile ground for scholarly debate,
inviting interpretations that span psychological, feminist, psychoanalytic, and gothic
paradigms. Henry James’s 1898 novella, The Turn of the Screw, remains one of the most
enigmatic and contested works in English literature, largely due to its ambiguous narrative
and layered symbolism. This article explores the multifaceted approaches to its literary
criticism, examining how critics have unpacked the novella’s complex themes, narrative
techniques, and haunting uncertainties.

The Ambiguity of Narrative Voice and Reliability

Central to turn of the screw literary criticism is the question of narrative reliability. The



story is told through the perspective of a governess, whose account of supernatural events
at a remote estate is filtered through a framing narrative. Critics often debate whether the
ghosts she perceives are real or figments of her imagination. This ambiguity opens the text
to various interpretations, positioning the governess as either a reliable narrator
confronting genuine hauntings or as a psychologically unstable figure projecting her fears
and desires.

One prominent theory is the psychological reading, which views the governess’s
experiences as symptomatic of repressed trauma or hysteria. Psychoanalytic critics argue
that the ghosts of Peter Quint and Miss Jessel symbolize unresolved sexual tensions and the
governess’s unconscious mind. This perspective aligns with Victorian anxieties about
female sexuality and mental health, interpreting the supernatural as manifestations of
inner turmoil rather than external realities.

Comparative Analysis: Supernatural vs. Psychological
Interpretations

The tension between supernatural and psychological readings is a hallmark of turn of the
screw literary criticism. The novella’s gothic elements—isolated setting, eerie atmosphere,
and ghostly apparitions—invite a traditional ghost story interpretation. However, the text
deliberately withholds definitive proof of hauntings, encouraging readers to question the
veracity of the governess’s account.

e Supernatural Interpretation: Advocates argue that the novella adheres to classic
ghost story conventions, emphasizing external threats and malevolent spirits. The
ghosts serve as real antagonists, and the governess is a heroic figure battling evil
forces to protect the children.

e Psychological Interpretation: Proponents suggest the narrative reflects the
governess’s deteriorating mental state. The ghosts are hallucinations born from
repression, loneliness, and desire, and the children’s innocence is ambiguous, possibly
corrupted by the governess’s influence.

This dichotomy fuels ongoing scholarly debate and underscores James’s skill in crafting a
story that resists simple categorization.

Feminist and Gender-Based Critiques

Another significant aspect of turn of the screw literary criticism involves feminist readings
that interrogate the governess’s role and the gender dynamics at play. Critics highlight how
the novella reflects Victorian-era attitudes toward women, sexuality, and power. The
governess, a young woman in a position of authority over vulnerable children, embodies a
complex intersection of empowerment and repression.



Feminist scholars often analyze the governess’s ambiguous sexuality and her psychological
battles as metaphors for women'’s constrained roles in patriarchal society. The repressed
desires and fears articulated through the governess’s narrative can be seen as critiques of
the limited agency afforded to women during James'’s time. Furthermore, the sinister
figures of Peter Quint and Miss Jessel represent corrupted masculinity and femininity,
respectively, complicating the portrayal of gendered power structures.

The Role of Children and Innocence

The children, Flora and Miles, occupy a pivotal place in feminist and psychoanalytic
criticism. Their apparent innocence contrasts sharply with suggestions of corruption, raising
questions about childhood, morality, and influence. Some interpretations view the children
as victims of adult manipulation, while others propose that they themselves harbor dark
secrets, complicating traditional notions of innocence.

Symbolism and Thematic Depth

Turn of the screw literary criticism also emphasizes the novella’s rich symbolism and
thematic complexity. The story weaves motifs of vision and perception, exploring how
knowledge and ignorance shape reality. The governess’s gaze—both protective and
intrusive—becomes a central symbol of control and vulnerability.

Themes of isolation, repression, and the supernatural intertwine to create a narrative that
transcends genre conventions. The setting of Bly, with its imposing architecture and remote
location, reflects psychological states and societal constraints. Critics note that the physical
and emotional isolation experienced by the governess amplifies the story’s tension and
ambiguity.

Intertextuality and Influence

James’s work is often analyzed in relation to other gothic and ghost stories, revealing
intertextual dialogues that enrich its meaning. The Turn of the Screw draws on and
subverts traditional ghost story tropes, influencing later writers and adaptations. Literary
critics highlight how James’s nuanced approach to horror and uncertainty paved the way for
modern psychological thrillers.

Pros and Cons of Various Critical Approaches

Engaging with turn of the screw literary criticism reveals several advantages and limitations
inherent to different interpretive frameworks:

e Supernatural Readings: Pros include a clear narrative structure and alignment with



genre expectations. Cons involve potentially overlooking psychological depth and
narrative complexity.

e Psychological/Psychoanalytic Criticism: Pros include insight into character
motivations and Victorian cultural anxieties. Cons may arise from over-
psychoanalyzing ambiguous elements, reducing supernatural aspects to mere
delusions.

¢ Feminist Criticism: Pros involve uncovering gender dynamics and societal critique.
Cons might be the imposition of modern perspectives on a historical text, which can
risk anachronism.

Balancing these perspectives allows for a more holistic understanding of the novella’s
enduring appeal and interpretive richness.

Enduring Ambiguity and Scholarly Debate

The lasting significance of turn of the screw literary criticism lies in the story’s refusal to
offer definitive answers. Scholars continue to debate the nature of the ghosts, the reliability
of the governess, and the implications of the children’s innocence. This open-endedness
ensures that the novella remains a dynamic subject for literary analysis and academic
discourse.

In essence, the novella’s power derives from its ability to engage readers in active
interpretation, inviting multiple readings that reflect broader cultural and psychological
concerns. Whether approached as a ghost story, a psychological case study, or a feminist
text, The Turn of the Screw exemplifies Henry James’s mastery of subtlety and suspense,
securing its place as a classic of literary ambiguity and critical intrigue.

Turn Of The Screw Literary Criticism
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Dorothea Krook-Gilead, 1962 A study of the later novels of the Anglo-American novelists.

turn of the screw literary criticism: The Turn of the Screw Henry James, 1979-07 This text
is the first-and only-modern text to follow the New York Edition, the one which had James's final
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turn of the screw literary criticism: The Turn of the Screw and Other Stories Henry
James, 2008-04-17 A young, inexperienced governess is charged with the care of Miles and Flora,
two small children abandoned by their uncle at his grand country house. She sees the figure of an
unknown man on the tower and his face at the window. It is Peter Quint, the master's dissolute valet,
and he has come for little Miles. But Peter Quint is dead. Like the other tales collected here - " Sir
Edmund Orme', "Owen Wingrave', and "The Friends of the Friends' - "The Turn of the Screw" is to all
immediate appearances a ghost story. But are the appearances what they seem? Is what appears to
the governess a ghost or a hallucination? Who else sees what she sees? The reader may wonder
whether the children are victims of corruption from beyond the grave, or victims of the governess's
“infernal imagination', which torments but also entrals her? "The Turn of the Screw' is probably the
most famous, certainly the most eerily equivocal, of all ghostly tales. Is it a subtle, self-conscious
exploration of the haunted house of Victorian culture, filled with echoes of sexual and social unease?
Or is it simply, "the most hopelessly evil story that we have ever read'? The texts are those of the
New York Edition, with a new Introduction and Notes. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years
Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe.
Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate
text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities,
helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.

turn of the screw literary criticism: The Turn of the Screw and Other Short Novels
Henry James, 2007-09-04 By turns chilling, funny, tragic, and profound, this collection of six Henry
James short novels allows readers to experience the full range of his skills and vision. The title story,
“The Turn of the Screw,” is a chilling masterpiece of psychological terror that mixes the phantoms of
the mind with those of the supernatural. “Daisy Miller,” the tale of a provincial American girl in
Rome that established James'’s literary reputation, and “An International Episode” are superb
examples of his focus on the clash between American and European values. And in “The Aspern
Papers,” “The Alter of the Dead,” and “The Beast in the Jungle,” the author’s remarkable sense of
irony, his love of plot twists, and his view of male-female relationships find exquisite expression.
With an Introduction by Fred Kaplan

turn of the screw literary criticism: A Companion to Henry James Greg W. Zacharias,
2014-02-10 Written by some of the world's most distinguished Henry James scholars, this innovative
collection of essays provides the most up-to-date scholarship on James’s writings available today.
Provides an essential, up-to-date reference to the work and scholarship of Henry James Features the
writing of a wide range of James scholars Places James’s writings within national
contexts—American, English, French, and Italian Offers both an overview of contemporary James
scholarship and a cutting edge resource for studying important individual topics

turn of the screw literary criticism: Magill's Bibliography of Literary Criticism Stephen L.
Hanson, Patricia King Hanson, 1979
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2008-04-22 Throughout his philosophical career, Eric Voegelin had much to say about literature in
both his published work and his private letters. Many of his most trenchant comments regarding the
analysis of literature appear in his correspondence with critic Robert Heilman, and, through his
familiarity with that exchange, Charles Embry has gained extraordinary insight into Voegelin’s
literary views. The Philosopher and the Storyteller is the first book-length study of the literary
dimensions of Voegelin’s philosophy—and the first to use his philosophy to read specific novels.
Bringing to bear a thorough familiarity with both Voegelin and great literature, Embry shows that
novels—like myths, philosophy, and religious texts—participate in the human search for the truth of



existence, and that reading literature within a Voegelinian framework exposes the existential and
philosophical dimensions of those works. Embry focuses on two key elements of Voegelin’s
philosophy as important for reading literature: metaxy, the in-between of human consciousness, and
metalepsis, human participation in the community of being. He shows how Voegelin’s philosophy in
general is rooted in literary-symbolic interpretation and, therefore, provides a foundation for the
interpretation of literature. And finally he explores Voegelin’s insistence that the soundness of
literary criticism lies in the consciousness of the reader. Embry then offers Voegelinian readings that
vividly illustrate the principles of this approach. First he considers Graham Swift's Waterland as an
example of the human search for meaning in the modern world, then he explores the deformation
and recovery of reality in Heimito von Doderer’s long and complex novel The Demons, and finally he
examines how Flannery O’Connor’s The Violent Bear It Away mythically expresses the flux of divine
presence in what Voegelin calls the Time of the Tale. The Philosopher and the Storyteller unites
fiction and philosophy in the common quest to understand our nature, our world, and our cosmos. A
groundbreaking exploration of the connection between Voegelin and twentieth-century literature,
this book opens a new window on the philosopher’s thought and will motivate readers to study other
novels in light of this approach.

turn of the screw literary criticism: Turn of the Screw Henry James, 2012-12-12 To read a
story by Henry James is to enter a world-- a rich, perfectly crafted domain of vivid language and
splendid, complex characters. In this classic novella, a young governess who goes to an isolated
English estate to take charge of two precocious children gradually realizes that her young charges
are under the evil influence of the ghosts of the family's ex-steward and former governess.

turn of the screw literary criticism: The Undergraduate's Companion to American Writers
and Their Web Sites Larry G. Hinman, 2000-12-15 An outstanding research guide for undergraduate
students of American literature, this best-selling book is essential when it comes to researching
American authors. Bracken and Hinman identify and describe the best and most current sources,
both in print and online, for nearly 300 American writers whose works are included in the most
frequently used literary anthologies. Students will know exactly what information is available and
where to find it.

turn of the screw literary criticism: The Invention of Telepathy, 1870-1901 Roger Luckhurst,
2002 The Invention of Telepathy explores one of the enduring concepts to emerge from the late
nineteenth century. Telepathy was coined by Frederic Myers in 1882. He defined it as 'the
communication of any kind from one mind to another, independently of the recognised channels of
sense'. By 1901 it had become a disputed phenomenon amongst physical scientists yet was the 'royal
road' to the unconscious mind. Telepathy was discussed by eminent men and women of the day,
including Sigmund Freud, Thomas Huxley, Henry and William James, Mary Kingsley, Andrew Lang,
Vernon Lee, W. T. Stead, and Oscar Wilde. Did telepathy signal evolutionary advance or possible
decline? Could it be a means of binding the Empire closer together, or was it used by natives to
subvert imperial communications? Were women more sensitive than men, and if so why? Roger
Luckhurst investigates these questions in an exciting and accessible study that mixes history of
science with cultural history and literary analysis.
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2009-09-01 Henry James's ghost story novella, The Turn of the Screw (1898) is a key gothic text and
is one of the most popular James texts for undergraduate study. This is the ideal guide to the text,
setting The Turn of the Screw in its historical, intellectual and cultural contexts, offering analyses of
its themes, style and structure, providing exemplary close readings, presenting an up-to-date
account of its critical reception and examining its afterlife in literature, film and popular culture. It
includes points for discussion, suggestions for further study and an annotated guide to relevant
reading.

turn of the screw literary criticism: Making of the Victorian Novelist Bradley Deane,
2013-10-15 This book examines a sequence of crises in nineteenth-century print culture and offers



an original narrative of what it meant to be a Victorian novelist. Easily dismissed at the beginning of
the century as hacks who pandered to the ignorant or indolent, novelists by the end of Victoria's
reign could be esteemed among the greatest of artists. Between these extremes stretches a century
of ideological contention between alternative representations of authorship. Deane brings new
attention in his account to the trends in publishing and the expanding market surrounding Victorian
literature, such as the new modes of production, arguments over copyright legislation, and revisions
of the criteria of periodical criticism. Combining literary sociology and close readings, The Making of
the Victorian Novelist offers an innovative history of the material pressures and rhetorical struggles
that produced - and ultimately shattered - the Victorians' understanding of their great novelists.

turn of the screw literary criticism: The Shape of Fear Susan Jennifer Navarette, 2021-05-11
During the last decades of the nineteenth century, Charles Darwin, Thomas Henry Huxley, Walter
Pater and others changed the nature of thought concerning the human body and the physical
environment that had shaped it. In response, the 1890s saw the publication of a series of remarkable
literary works that had their genesis in the intense scientific and aesthetic activity of those
preceding decades—texts that emphasized themes of degeneration and were themselves stylistically
decompositive, with language both a surrogate for physical deformity and a source of anxiety. Susan
J. Navarette examines the ways in which scientific and cultural concerns of late nineteenth-century
England are coded in the horror literature of the period. By contextualizing the structural, stylistic,
and thematic systems developed by writers seeking to reenact textually the entropic forces they
perceived in the natural world, Navarette reconstructs the late Victorian mentalité. She analyzes
aesthetic responses to trends in contemporary science and explores horror writers' use of scientific
methodologies to support their perception that a long-awaited period of cultural decline had begun.
In her analysis of the classics Turn of the Screw and Heart of Darkness, Navarette shows how James
and Conrad made artistic use of earlier scientific readings of the body. She also considers works by
lesser-known authors Walter de la Mare, Vernon Lee, and Arthur Machen, who produced fin de
siecle stories that took the form of hybrid literary monstrosities. To underscore the fascination with
bodily decay and deformation that these writers explored, The Shape of Fear is enhanced with prints
and line drawings by Victor Hugo, James Ensor, and other artists of the day. This elegantly written
book formulates a new canon of late Victorian fiction that will intrigue scholars of literature and
cultural history.

turn of the screw literary criticism: An Introduction to Literature, Criticism and Theory
Andrew Bennett, Nicholas Royle, 2016-03-02 Lively, original and highly readable, An Introduction to
Literature, Criticism and Theory is the essential guide to literary studies. Starting at ‘The Beginning’
and concluding with “The End’, chapters range from the familiar, such as ‘Character’, ‘Narrative’
and ‘The Author’, to the more unusual, such as ‘Secrets’, ‘Pleasure’ and ‘Ghosts’. Now in its fifth
edition, Bennett and Royle’s classic textbook successfully illuminates complex ideas by engaging
directly with literary works, so that a reading of Jane Eyre opens up ways of thinking about racial
difference, for example, while Chaucer, Raymond Chandler and Monty Python are all invoked in a
discussion of literature and laughter. The fifth edition has been revised throughout and includes four
new chapters - ‘Feelings’, ‘Wounds’, ‘Body’ and ‘Love’ - to incorporate exciting recent developments
in literary studies. In addition to further reading sections at the end of each chapter, the book
contains a comprehensive bibliography and a glossary of key literary terms. A breath of fresh air in a
field that can often seem dry and dauntingly theoretical, this book will open the reader’s eyes to the
exhilarating possibilities of reading and studying literature.

turn of the screw literary criticism: Dead Women Talking Brian Norman, 2012-11-15 Brian
Norman uncovers a curious phenomenon in American literature: dead women who nonetheless talk.
These characters appear in works by such classic American writers as Poe, Dickinson, and Faulkner
as well as in more recent works by Alice Walker, Toni Morrison, Tony Kushner, and others. These
figures are also emerging in contemporary culture, from the film and best-selling novel The Lovely
Bones to the hit television drama Desperate Housewives. Dead Women Talking demonstrates that
the dead, especially women, have been speaking out in American literature since well before it was




fashionable. Norman argues that they voice concerns that a community may wish to consign to the
past, raising questions about gender, violence, sexuality, class, racial injustice, and national identity.
When these women insert themselves into the story, they do not enter precisely as ghosts but rather
as something potentially more disrupting: posthumous citizens. The community must ask itself
whether it can or should recognize such a character as one of its own. The prospect of posthumous
citizenship bears important implications for debates over the legal rights of the dead, social histories
of burial customs and famous cadavers, and the political theory of citizenship and social death. --
Leonard Cassuto, author of Hard-Boiled Sentimentality: The Secret History of American Crime
Stories

turn of the screw literary criticism: How Not To Respect a Text Christopher MORAN,
2014-05-29

turn of the screw literary criticism: The Turn of the Screw (Annotated) Henry James,
2016-10-02 The Turn of the Screw, originally published in 1898, is a gothic ghost story novella
written by Henry James. Due to its original content, the novella became a favourite text of academics
who subscribe to New Criticism. The novella has had differing interpretations, often mutually
exclusive. Many critics have tried to determine the exact nature of the evil hinted at by the story.
However, others have argued that the true brilliance of the novella comes with its ability to create
an intimate confusion and suspense for the reader.

turn of the screw literary criticism: Conflicting Readings Paul B. Armstrong, 2017-10-10
Armstrong argues that conflicting readings occur because readers with opposing suppositions about
language, literature, and life can generate irreconcilable hypotheses about a text. Without endorsing
a particular critical methodology, the author offers a theory designed to help readers better
understand the causes and consequences of interpretive disagreement so that they may make more
informed choices about the various interpretive strategies available to them. Originally published in
1990. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital
technology to make available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of
print. These editions are published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable
paperback formats, bringing readers both historical and cultural value.
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