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Tactics by Gregory Koukl: Mastering the Art of Thoughtful Conversation

tactics by gregory koukl have become a cornerstone for many who seek to
engage thoughtfully and respectfully in conversations about faith,
philosophy, and worldview issues. Known primarily for his work in Christian
apologetics, Koukl’s approach moves beyond mere debate tactics to emphasize
clarity, patience, and genuine understanding. If you’ve ever found yourself
tongue-tied or frustrated in discussions about deeply held beliefs, exploring
Koukl’s methods can offer refreshing insights and practical tools to
communicate more effectively.

Understanding the Foundations of Tactics by
Gregory Koukl

At the heart of Gregory Koukl’s tactics lies a desire to help people think
clearly and communicate persuasively without resorting to confrontation or
manipulation. Unlike some argumentative styles that prioritize winning at all
costs, Koukl’s approach fosters respectful dialogue and encourages listeners
to honestly evaluate their own views.

The Role of Apologetics in Koukl’s Approach

Gregory Koukl is widely recognized for his contributions to Christian
apologetics, which is the discipline of defending one’s faith through
reasoned arguments. His book, aptly titled *Tactics: A Game Plan for
Discussing Your Christian Convictions*, provides an accessible roadmap for
engaging skeptics and seekers alike. However, the tactics he outlines aren’t
limited to religious discussions—they’re applicable in any setting where
clear thinking and meaningful conversation are needed.

Core Strategies in Tactics by Gregory Koukl

Koukl’s tactics revolve around several key principles designed to steer
conversations in productive directions. Understanding these core strategies
can empower you to navigate complex topics with confidence.

1. The Columbo Tactic

Inspired by the famous TV detective known for his polite yet persistent



questioning style, the Columbo tactic involves asking thoughtful questions
that encourage your conversation partner to clarify or rethink their
position. Instead of making accusatory statements, you gently probe
assumptions and expose inconsistencies, fostering critical thinking without
triggering defensiveness.

For example, you might say, “That’s interesting. Can you help me understand
what you mean by that?” or “How did you arrive at that conclusion?” This
tactic not only shows genuine curiosity but also subtly invites your
interlocutor to examine their own beliefs.

2. The Broken Record Technique

This approach involves calmly and consistently repeating a key point or
question until it is addressed. Rather than escalating tension, the broken
record technique maintains focus on the central issue while signaling that
you’re not willing to be sidetracked.

Imagine you’re discussing a complex topic and your conversation partner tries
to dodge a crucial question. Using this tactic, you might simply restate the
question each time it’s avoided, such as, “I’d still like to know how you
define truth,” repeated as needed with a calm demeanor.

3. The Steamroller Defense

When confronted with aggressive or dominating conversational styles, Koukl
recommends the steamroller defense. This isn’t about matching hostility but
about refusing to be bulldozed. Calmly and firmly, you set boundaries and
maintain control of the discussion.

For instance, if someone interrupts frequently or speaks over you, you might
say, “Please let me finish my point, and then I’ll be glad to hear your
thoughts.” This tactic preserves respect and ensures your voice is heard.

4. The Taking the Roof Off Method

This imaginative technique involves exposing the implications of a belief or
statement to reveal any logical or moral inconsistencies. By “taking the roof
off,” you encourage your conversation partner to see the bigger picture or
potential consequences of their views.

For example, if someone asserts that “everyone should do whatever feels
right,” you might ask, “If that’s true, how do we judge actions that harm
others?” This invites them to consider how their position holds up under
scrutiny.



Practical Tips for Applying Tactics by Gregory
Koukl in Everyday Conversations

One of the reasons Koukl’s tactics resonate is that they’re adaptable to
everyday life, not just formal debates or apologetics settings. Here are some
practical ways to bring these methods into your interactions:

Listen actively: Before deploying any tactic, truly listen.
Understanding where someone is coming from builds trust and makes your
questions more relevant.

Stay calm and patient: Conversations about beliefs can get emotional.
Koukl’s tactics shine when you maintain composure, even if the other
person doesn’t.

Ask open-ended questions: Encourage reflection rather than confrontation
by framing your queries to invite explanation.

Use analogies and stories: Sometimes abstract ideas come alive when
grounded in relatable examples, helping bridge understanding.

Know when to pause: Silence can be powerful. Allowing space gives others
time to think and respond thoughtfully.

Why Tactics by Gregory Koukl Stand Out in
Communication and Apologetics

What makes Koukl’s tactics particularly effective is their balance between
intellectual rigor and relational sensitivity. They avoid the pitfalls of
aggressive argumentation that alienates, as well as the passivity that allows
misunderstandings to go unchallenged. Instead, these methods promote a
respectful exchange of ideas, which is crucial in today’s polarized world.

Moreover, Koukl emphasizes the importance of humility and integrity,
reminding users that the goal is not to “win” but to seek truth lovingly.
This mindset fosters genuine dialogue and opens doors for deeper connection
and mutual respect.

Building Confidence Through Preparation

One key insight Koukl offers is that effective use of these tactics often
stems from good preparation. Familiarizing yourself with common objections,



understanding your own beliefs clearly, and practicing these conversational
tools can dramatically improve your confidence. This preparation also helps
you respond thoughtfully rather than react impulsively.

Integrating Tactics by Gregory Koukl into
Digital Conversations

In an age dominated by online interactions, Koukl’s tactics are more relevant
than ever. Whether you’re engaging in social media discussions, forums, or
messaging apps, these methods can help maintain civility and promote
meaningful exchanges.

For example, the Columbo tactic can be especially useful online, where
misunderstandings are common. Rather than responding defensively to a
provocative comment, asking clarifying questions can de-escalate tension and
foster deeper conversation. Similarly, the broken record technique can help
keep discussions focused amid the distractions of digital chatter.

Challenges and Considerations When Using
Koukl’s Tactics

While the tactics by Gregory Koukl offer powerful tools, they’re not without
challenges. It takes practice to use them naturally and effectively without
sounding rehearsed or manipulative. Additionally, some conversations may
simply not be fruitful if the other party is unwilling to engage sincerely.

It’s also important to remember that these tactics are not about forcing
agreement but encouraging honest reflection and dialogue. Sometimes, the best
outcome is planting a seed of thought that may grow over time rather than
immediate persuasion.

---

Whether you’re a seasoned apologist, a curious seeker, or someone who wants
to improve everyday conversations, tactics by Gregory Koukl provide a
thoughtful and respectful framework for discussing challenging topics. By
combining gentle questioning, clear boundaries, and strategic reflection, you
can navigate complex dialogues with grace and effectiveness—turning potential
conflicts into opportunities for understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main purpose of Gregory Koukl's book
'Tactics'?
'Tactics' by Gregory Koukl is designed to equip Christians with practical and
respectful conversational techniques to engage in meaningful discussions
about their faith and effectively defend their beliefs.

What are some key tactics Gregory Koukl teaches in
his book?
Some key tactics include the Columbo tactic (asking gentle questions), the
Taking Control tactic (steering the conversation), and the Iron Man tactic
(restating the opponent’s argument to their satisfaction before responding).

How does Gregory Koukl suggest handling hostile or
aggressive conversations?
Koukl advises maintaining calmness, using questions to understand the other
person's position, and steering the conversation thoughtfully rather than
reacting emotionally.

Can 'Tactics' by Gregory Koukl be applied outside of
religious discussions?
Yes, the conversational techniques in 'Tactics' are versatile and can be used
in various discussions where one needs to communicate clearly, handle
objections, and engage respectfully.

What is the Columbo tactic described by Gregory
Koukl?
The Columbo tactic involves asking thoughtful, clarifying questions to gently
challenge assumptions and encourage the other person to think critically
without feeling attacked.

Why does Gregory Koukl emphasize asking questions
rather than making statements in 'Tactics'?
He emphasizes questions because they invite dialogue, reduce defensiveness,
and help uncover the other person's real views, making conversations more
productive and less confrontational.

How does Gregory Koukl's 'Tactics' address the fear
of engaging in faith conversations?
'Tactics' builds confidence by providing simple, practical methods for



steering conversations, allowing believers to engage thoughtfully without
feeling overwhelmed or unprepared.

Is 'Tactics' suitable for beginners in apologetics?
Yes, 'Tactics' is especially suitable for beginners as it breaks down complex
apologetic strategies into easy-to-understand and apply conversational
methods.

Where can I find resources or training related to
Gregory Koukl's 'Tactics'?
Resources and training can be found on Stand to Reason’s official website,
where Gregory Koukl offers articles, videos, podcasts, and workshops based on
the principles in 'Tactics'.

Additional Resources
Tactics by Gregory Koukl: An In-Depth Examination of Effective Conversational
Strategies

tactics by gregory koukl have garnered significant attention within the
realms of Christian apologetics and interpersonal communication. Known
primarily for his methodical approach to engaging difficult conversations,
Koukl has developed a suite of techniques aimed at fostering thoughtful
dialogue, particularly in contexts where differing worldviews collide. His
strategies, often encapsulated under the umbrella of "Tactics," offer a
structured yet adaptable framework that emphasizes clarity, patience, and
strategic questioning.

This article undertakes a thorough exploration of tactics by Gregory Koukl,
analyzing their foundational principles, practical applications, and
relevance in contemporary discussions. By delving into the nuances of his
methods, we aim to provide professionals, educators, and communicators with a
balanced perspective on how these tactics function and their potential
benefits and limitations.

Understanding the Foundations of Koukl’s
Tactics

At the heart of tactics by Gregory Koukl lies the conviction that
conversations—especially those involving sensitive or contentious
topics—should be approached with intentionality and respect. Koukl’s
background as a Christian apologist informs much of his work, but his
techniques transcend religious dialogue, offering tools that can be applied
in various settings where persuasion and understanding are critical.



One of the cornerstone concepts in Koukl’s approach is the art of taking
initiative in conversations without being confrontational. This is
exemplified in his advocacy for "columbo" style questioning—a reference to
the famous TV detective who disarmed opponents with seemingly innocuous, yet
incisive, queries. This tactic encourages interlocutors to think critically
and clarify their positions by responding to carefully crafted questions
rather than blunt assertions.

The Role of Questioning in Koukl’s Framework

Central to tactics by Gregory Koukl is the deliberate use of questions as a
conversational tool. Unlike aggressive debate styles that prioritize winning
over understanding, Koukl’s tactics emphasize eliciting information and
encouraging self-reflection through strategic questioning. This approach
serves multiple functions:

Clarification: Questions help clarify vague or ambiguous statements,
reducing miscommunication.

Engagement: They keep the conversation dynamic, inviting the other party
to participate actively rather than passively defending a stance.

Critical Thinking: By prompting interlocutors to consider their own
beliefs, questions can lead to deeper insight and self-correction.

A notable example is the use of the "Columbo Tactic," where one asks a simple
question near the end of a discussion, such as "That’s interesting; how did
you come to that conclusion?" This invites the speaker to articulate their
reasoning, often exposing assumptions or inconsistencies without direct
confrontation.

Practical Applications and Effectiveness

Tactics by Gregory Koukl are widely utilized in apologetics circles,
particularly among those aiming to defend religious doctrines in public
discourse. However, their utility extends beyond theology into broader
domains such as education, negotiation, counseling, and even corporate
communication. The adaptability of Koukl's methods is a testament to their
foundational strength.

Strengths of Koukl’s Approach



Non-Confrontational Style: By focusing on questions rather than
assertions, Koukl's tactics reduce defensiveness, fostering openness.

Encouragement of Active Listening: Practitioners must listen carefully
to respond appropriately, improving overall communication quality.

Promotes Intellectual Humility: Both parties are invited to reconsider
their positions, which can facilitate mutual respect.

In practice, this means that when used effectively, tactics by Gregory Koukl
can transform potentially hostile debates into constructive dialogues. The
emphasis on gentle probing rather than outright refutation allows for the
development of rapport and trust, which are essential for meaningful
exchanges.

Potential Limitations and Criticisms

No method is without its drawbacks, and Koukl’s tactics are no exception.
Some critics argue that an overly question-based approach may come across as
evasive or manipulative if not employed sincerely. Additionally, in highly
polarized or emotionally charged environments, these tactics may not always
succeed in lowering barriers.

Risk of Perceived Insincerity: If questions seem disingenuous or loaded,
interlocutors may become suspicious or defensive.

Time-Intensive: The patient, step-by-step unfolding of dialogue may not
be feasible in fast-paced or high-stakes situations.

Dependent on Skill: Effectiveness hinges on the practitioner’s ability
to listen actively and craft appropriate questions, which requires
training and practice.

Despite these challenges, many find that with experience, tactics by Gregory
Koukl can be adapted to a variety of contexts, making them a valuable
addition to any communicator’s toolkit.

Core Components of Koukl’s Tactics

To understand the mechanics behind Koukl’s conversational approach, it is
useful to break down some of the core components he advocates:



1. The Columbo Tactic

As mentioned earlier, this technique involves asking a disarming question
after the other person makes a point. It is designed to prompt further
explanation without appearing confrontational. This tactic can be
particularly effective in uncovering assumptions or weak points in an
argument.

2. The Relay Tactic

This involves asking the interlocutor to explain their position to a third
party—not just to the questioner. By encouraging someone to articulate their
views as if explaining to another, it can reveal gaps in understanding or
force reconsideration.

3. The Taking Control Tactic

Koukl emphasizes that effective communicators must guide conversations rather
than respond passively. This tactic involves gently steering discussions back
on track when they veer off-topic or become unproductive, ensuring that the
dialogue remains focused on core issues.

4. The Steamroller Tactic

When faced with aggressive or domineering interlocutors, this technique
teaches how to respond calmly and assertively without escalating conflict. It
encourages setting clear boundaries and maintaining composure.

Comparisons with Other Communication Models

When placed alongside other well-known communication strategies, tactics by
Gregory Koukl show distinct advantages in fostering thoughtful exchange
rather than debate for debate's sake. For example, compared to the Socratic
method, which also employs questioning, Koukl’s approach is more
strategically adaptive to real-time conversational dynamics and less
formalized, aiming for practical outcomes rather than purely intellectual
inquiry.

Similarly, contrast with confrontational debate styles reveals Koukl’s
preference for relational harmony and persuasion over outright victory. This
makes his tactics particularly useful in environments where ongoing
relationships matter, such as pastoral counseling or workplace discussions.



SEO and Digital Relevance

In the digital era, where online debates and comment sections often degrade
into hostile exchanges, tactics by Gregory Koukl offer a blueprint for civil
discourse. Content creators, bloggers, and social media managers can leverage
Koukl's strategies to moderate discussions, respond to criticism
constructively, and promote respectful dialogue. Incorporating these tactics
into digital communication policies could enhance community engagement and
reduce toxicity.

Implementing Koukl’s Tactics in Everyday
Conversations

While originally designed for defending Christian apologetics, the principles
behind tactics by Gregory Koukl are applicable in everyday life. From
navigating family disagreements to professional negotiations, the emphasis on
curiosity, respect, and strategic questioning can improve outcomes.

For individuals looking to adopt these tactics, starting with the Columbo
Tactic is advisable due to its simplicity and effectiveness. Gradually
integrating other methods, such as the Taking Control or Steamroller tactics,
can build confidence in managing more challenging interactions.

Training programs and workshops based on Koukl’s principles have also
emerged, providing structured learning environments to practice these skills.
These educational resources often include role-playing exercises and feedback
mechanisms essential for mastery.

---

Tactics by Gregory Koukl represent a thoughtful and nuanced approach to
communication that prioritizes understanding and respect over confrontation.
By emphasizing strategic questioning and conversational control, these
methods equip communicators with tools to engage meaningfully across
ideological divides. While not without limitations, their adaptability and
focus on relational dynamics continue to make them relevant in diverse
contexts, from apologetics to corporate communication and digital engagement.

Tactics By Gregory Koukl
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  tactics by gregory koukl: Tactics Gregory Koukl, 2009 Tired of finding yourself flat-footed and
intimidated in conversations? Want to increase your confidence and skill in discussions with family,
friends, and coworkers? Gregory Koukl offers practical strategies to help you stay in the driver's seat
as you maneuver comfortably and graciously in any conversation about your Christian convictions.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Tactics, 10th Anniversary Edition Gregory Koukl, 2019-11-26
Tactics provides the game plan for defending your faith and artfully communicating the truths of
Christianity with confidence and grace. This expanded anniversary edition of the classic book of
Christian apologetics includes updates and expansions of existing tactics, as well as the addition of
an all-new tactic and a chapter on Mini Tactics filled with simple maneuvers to aid in discussions. In
a culture increasingly indifferent or even hostile to Christian truth, followers of Christ need to be
equipped to communicate with those who do not speak their language or accept their source of
authority. In Tactics, 10th Anniversary Edition, Gregory Koukl demonstrates how to artfully regain
control of conversations, keeping them moving forward in constructive ways through thoughtful
diplomacy. You'll learn how to: Meet challenges, questions, and provocations with poise and
conviction. Effortlessly start your own evangelical conversations. Present the truth clearly, cleverly,
and persuasively. Graciously and effectively expose faulty thinking and logical fallacies. Most
important, you'll learn how to get people thinking seriously about Jesus. Drawing on extensive
experience defending Christianity in the public square, Koukl will not only walk you through
effective arguments to defend why you believe what you believe, but he'll teach you methods for
engaging in meaningful dialogue and debate. Step-by-step, you'll learn the tactics of good persuasion
and defense, how to identify the tactics of your opponent, and how to build your case, patiently and
practically.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Tactics Study Guide plus Streaming Video, Updated and
Expanded Gregory Koukl, 2020-08-18 Learn how to defend your faith with confidence and grace in
this eight-session, video-based apologetics course (DVD/streaming video sold separately). In a
culture increasingly indifferent or even hostile to Christian truth, followers of Christ need to be
equipped to communicate with those who do not speak their language or accept their source of
authority. Based on the strategies described in the classic book of Christian apologetics, the Tactics
Study Guide will take small groups deeper into how to artfully communicate the truths of
Christianity and keep conversations moving forward in constructive ways. This study is highly
interactive and includes extensive teachings and exercises, such as: Step-by-step tactic explanations.
Real-world scenarios and challenges. One-on-one breakout sessions. Written responses and personal
reflections. The tactical approaches you'll learn in this course will give you indispensable skills to
help you engage others about your Christian beliefs—and it may also deepen your own faith along
the way. Together with the accompanying Tactics Video Study (sold separately), this guide provides
an easy-to-follow, well-reasoned plan for mastering the art of maneuvering in conversations about
Christian spirituality and ethics.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Summary of Gregory Koukl's Tactics Milkyway Media,
2024-02-07 Get the Summary of Gregory Koukl's Tactics in 20 minutes. Please note: This is a
summary & not the original book. Tactics by Gregory Koukl presents the Ambassador Model for
apologetics, advocating for a diplomatic and inquisitive approach to faith conversations. Koukl
emphasizes the use of questions to guide discussions, probe beliefs, and reveal inconsistencies
without confrontation. He introduces tactics like Columbo, Suicide, and Steamroller, each serving a
purpose in dialogue management...
  tactics by gregory koukl: Tactics Study Guide Gregory Koukl, 2017-04-25 In a world
increasingly indifferent to Christian truth, followers of Christ need to be equipped to communicate
with those who do not speak their language or accept their source of authority. In the Tactics Study
Guide, apologist and radio host Gregory Koukl demonstrates how to get in the driver’s seat in
discussions about faith, keeping any conversation moving with thoughtful, artful tact. Readers will
learn how to maneuver comfortably and graciously through potential minefields, stop challengers in



their tracks, turn the tables, and—most importantly—get people thinking about Jesus with
conversations that look more like diplomacy than D-Day. Drawing on extensive experience defending
Christianity in the public square, Koukl demonstrates how to: Initiate conversations effortlessly
Present the truth clearly, cleverly, and persuasively Graciously and effectively expose faulty thinking
Skillfully manage the details of dialogue Maintain an engaging, disarming style even under attack
Designed to be used alongside the Tactics Video Study, the Tactics Study Guide provides a game
plan for communicating the compelling truth about Christianity with confidence and grace.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Summary of Gregory Koukl's Tactics, 10th Anniversary Edition
Everest Media,, 2022-06-30T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original
book. Sample Book Insights: #1 Apologetics, or giving reasons or evidence to support Christianity,
has a bad reputation among many believers. It is too easy for skeptics to ignore our facts and deny
our claims. But sometimes they don’t walk away. They stand and fight. #2 When someone tries to
convince you with clever use of words, be careful. That person probably has a weak position. #3
When dealing with people who hold strange beliefs, do not let their ideas lurk in the shadows. Drag
their beliefs into the light and make them explicitly clear. This will help you understand their beliefs
and arguments better. #4 The tactical approach to conversations is to stay in the driver’s seat and
direct the discussion. You can do this by asking questions, challenging the other person’s beliefs,
and exposing their weaknesses.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Tactics Study Kit Gregory Koukl, 2017-05-09 In a world increasingly
indifferent to Christian truth, followers of Christ need to be equipped to communicate with those
who do not speak their language or accept their source of authority. In the Tactics Study Kit,
apologist and radio host Gregory Koukl demonstrates how to get in the driver's seat in discussions
about faith, keeping any conversation moving with thoughtful, artful diplomacy. Readers will learn
how to maneuver comfortably and graciously through the minefields, stop challengers in their
tracks, turn the tables and--most importantly--get people thinking about Jesus with conversations
that look more like diplomacy than D-Day. Drawing on extensive experience defending Christianity
in the public square, Koukl demonstrates how to: - Initiate conversations effortlessly - Present the
truth clearly, cleverly, and persuasively - Graciously and effectively expose faulty thinking - Skillfully
manage the details of dialogue - Maintain an engaging, disarming style even under attack Including
the Tactics softcover book, study guide, and video study, the Tactics Study Kit provides a game plan
for communicating the compelling truth about Christianity with confidence and grace.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Street Smarts Gregory Koukl, 2023-09-12 How to engage in
productive conversations with those who challenge your Christian convictions. Gregory Koukl's
best-selling book of practical apologetics, Tactics, wrote the game plan for discussing your Christian
convictions with skeptics. In this follow-up, Koukl—a leader of clear-thinking Christianity—reveals
the fundamental flaws in common, current challenges to Christian beliefs and values and provides
step-by-step strategies to question and reveal those shortcomings. Street Smarts offers model
questions and sample dialogues to help guide believers in persuasive conversations about hot-button
issues like: Relativism The trustworthiness of Scripture The claims of the Gospel Abortion Marriage,
sex, and gender This book will teach you how to tackle those discussions that believers often avoid
because they feel out of their element, vulnerable, or exposed. Lucid, well-organized, and
easy-to-follow, Street Smarts provides a specific set of questions—the same questions Koukl uses in
his own encounters—that are embedded in sample mini-dialogues that you can use to have fruitful
debates with non-believers.
  tactics by gregory koukl: TACTICS STUDY GUIDE WITH DVD, UPDATED AND
EXPANDED GREGORY. KOUKL,
  tactics by gregory koukl: Tactics Study Guide Plus Streaming Video, Updated and Expanded
Gregory Koukl, 2025-06-17 In this updated and expanded study guide with free access to streaming
video sessions, master apologist Gregory Koukl introduces viewers to effective ways to defend their
Christian faith in conversations with friends, coworkers, and family members.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Atheism and the Christian Faith William H. U. Anderson, 2020-10-06



Atheism and the Christian Faith is an anthology of the proceedings from a conference of the same
name which convened at Concordia University of Edmonton in May 2016. The book represents a
wide diversity of subtopics—primarily from a philosophical perspective—including submissions from
atheists, agnostics and theists. This combination of topics and perspectives makes the book totally
unique. There are arguments for and against theism. The foreword to the book is by Professor
Richard Swinburne, Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Oxford University, who contributes two
chapters to the book: “Why Believe That There is a God?” and “Why God Allows Suffering”. The book
includes a chapter from renowned astrophysicist, and former student of Stephen Hawkins, Professor
Dr. Don Page from the University of Alberta “On the Optimal Argument for the Existence of God”.
Atheism and the Christian Faith advances arguments around serious philosophical issues of direct
relevance to contemporary society. It will be of interest to a broad range of scholars in philosophy,
theology and epistemology.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Conversations with Jehovah's Witnesses Ron Rhodes, 2014-02-01
An unfamiliar car parks near your house, and two pleasant-looking folks approach your front door.
The doorbell rings, and after exchanging pleasantries, your unexpected guests offer you some
literature from the Watchtower Society. What will you say? What should you say? Should you engage
your visitors in conversation at all? And if so, how? Trusted Bible teacher Ron Rhodes guides you
through several realistic dialogues with Jehovah’s Witnesses, demonstrating helpful techniques for
listening, asking questions, avoiding offense, and more. He includes the information you need to
address the big issues, including the New World Translation of the Bible, the divine name, the
Trinity, salvation, and the afterlife. With this practical, kindhearted, and easy-to-understand
resource, you can actually enjoy discussions about your faith when Jehovah’s Witnesses come to call,
and you can lovingly guide them to the truth about Jesus Christ.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Preaching to Convert John Fletcher, 2013-11-13 Preaching to
Convert offers an intriguing new perspective on the outreach strategies of U.S. evangelicals, framing
them as examples of activist performance, broadly defined as acts performed before an audience in
the hopes of changing hearts and minds. Most writing about activist performance has focused on
left-progressive causes, events, and actors. Preaching to Convert argues against such a constricted
view of activism and for a more nuanced understanding of U.S. evangelicalism as a movement
defined by its desire to win converts and spread the gospel. The book positions evangelicals as a
diverse, complicated group confronting the loss of conservative Christianity’s default status in
21st-century U.S. culture. In the face of an increasingly secular age, evangelicals have been
reassessing models of outreach. In acts like handing out Bible tracts to strangers on the street or
going door-to-door with a Bible in hand, in elaborately staged horror-themed morality plays or
multimillion-dollar creationist discovery centers, in megachurch services beamed to dozens of
satellite campuses, and in controversial “ex-gay” ministries striving to return gays and lesbians to
the straight and narrow, evangelicals are redefining what it means to be deeply committed in a
pluralist world. The book’s engaging style and careful argumentation make it accessible and
appealing to scholars and students across a range of fields.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Reviving Our Republic James Boggs, 2023-04-07 Many political
books list American societal and political problems but stop short of presenting solutions. Dr. Boggs
explains the context and concepts that our Founders applied while structuring our federal system.
He then applies those God-centered concepts with credible physical and online sources so the reader
can conceptualize solving today’s critical problems in America. The author shows you how to
evaluate statements on the internet and determine facts on current issues. Then you will be
informed as you work to: increase personal morals, strengthen your family, protect your rights, meet
civic responsibilities, improve local schools, assimilate legal immigrants, find and grow with a
religious group, and more. You may read specific chapters which apply to problems painful to you or
read the full book to greatly increase your participation in, and rewards from, the American way of
life. Dr. Boggs describes step-by-step actions you can implement to improve American society while
personally growing as a God-centered individual. America gives us significant values: freedom, a way



of life, and opportunities for which people still risk their lives to immigrate. If these values
disappear, they will be lost forever.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Trading Gods Brian Causey, 2021-01-05 A man recounts his
investigation into spirituality and into what he really believed about religion following the
September 11th terrorist attacks. Suddenly, Brian Causey found himself stumbling over life’s
greatest questions: Why are we here? How did the universe and life begin? Why is there suffering in
the world? What happens after we die? If there is an afterlife, how do I get there? A portfolio
manager at a large investment company, Brian would leave the trading floor each day with these
questions swirling in his head. What he came to realize was that he had to make a decision: would he
trade the god he had been following, under which he could make his own rules, without subscribing
to any larger organization or authority?for the “real” God? The more he researched the difficult
questions of life; the clearer God’s truth became. Brian ultimately concluded that the evidence
points in the direction of God’s existence. In Trading Gods, he shares his personal journey, rationale
for faith, and the supporting research that explains why the real God is the best answer to life’s
biggest questions. “We all serve gods of one sort or another in our life. Brian’s story of being a
trader who, after the tragedy of 9/11, found his way to the true God of Scripture, is both illuminating
and inspiring.” —Justin Brierley, editor at Premier Christianity and host of the Unbelievable? radio
show and podcast “For both Christian and non-Christian alike, I encourage you to take this journey
with Brian. You won’t regret it!” —Nate Sala, president, A Clear Lens
  tactics by gregory koukl: Relational Apologetics Michael C. Sherrad, 2015-06-24 Defending
the Christian faith by demonstrating its reality. Relational Apologetics is about your life becoming a
defense of the Christian faith. Every relationship you have is an opportunity for you to connect
people to their creator by displaying your hope, both in word and deed. Defending your faith is not
just about answering questions and proving that God exists. It is about showing that He is real by
the way you live. It is about demonstrating the power of God through your holiness. And it is about
drawing people to Jesus through your kindness. Using stories and drawing on personal experiences,
Sherrard teaches the importance of holiness, treating skeptics with respect, engaging in authentic
conversations instead of shouting matches, and having well thought out answers to the skeptic's
questions. The book doesn't delve deeply into the scientific and philosophical arguments for the
existence of God and the validity of Christianity. Rather, it provides solid, simple, and easily
remembered reasons why one should believe in each. It will also teach essential relational skills that
are necessary for talking to skeptics and maintaining healthy relationships with them.
  tactics by gregory koukl: The Old School Advantage J. N. Whiddon, 2016-02-16 The Old School
founder and acclaimed business author shares the timeless tools and wisdom you need to succeed in
today’s professional world. In an age where information is everywhere but wisdom is elusive, it takes
more than technical skill to stand out. In The Old School Advantage, J. N. Whiddon teaches you how
to use old-school communication skills, like delivering impactful presentations using ready recall and
influencing people with WOW! words and probing questions that make a lasting impression. As
Whiddon himself knows, school never lets out—no matter your age. Everyone from young
professionals just entering the workforce to seasoned leaders looking to stay at the top of their game
can benefit from Whiddon’s indespensible tools. Start building a life you love, and a legacy that will
endure, with the Old School advantage.
  tactics by gregory koukl: Stand Up, Stand Strong Sara Barratt, 2022-04-19 If we live
according to the gospel, we're going to make waves. Why? Because the way of Christ is
countercultural. It doesn't go with the flow, compromise on truth, or stay silent in the face of
injustice--so neither can we. No matter how young or old we are, or how much or how little influence
we think we have, God calls us to boldly engage our upside-down culture through the lens of his
truth. With powerful examples from Scripture and stories from teens today and through the
centuries, Sara Barratt equips teens to live with a biblical worldview, approach today's hot-button
issues with godly wisdom, and influence their generation for the glory of God. Tackling tough topics
like sexuality, addiction, identity, media, and much more, Sara offers practical ways to stay rooted in



God's truth while engaging culture with the redemptive story of the gospel--no matter the cost.
  tactics by gregory koukl: How to Do Apologetics Patrick Madrid, 2016-07-13 From one of the
most respected names in Catholic Apologetics, Patrick Madrid, comes the new book How to Do
Apologetics: Making the Case for Our Faith. And it couldn’t be more timely. Seismic cultural shifts
and increased attacks on religious liberty often place Christians in the uncomfortable position of
having to defend their beliefs — even their belief in God — when their Faith is called into question
by atheists, agnostics, Protestants, or people from other religions. This book is the apologist’s toolkit
covering all the topics you need to understand and apply Patrick Madrid’s own successful approach
to giving reasons to believe. Using logic, arguments, and evidence to defend the Truth Apologetics
with atheists, moral relativists, and non-Christians Special advice and examples for use with
Protestants, as well as lukewarm or inactive Catholics Proven strategies for responding graciously to
opponents Making a compelling case for God, Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church What you need
to do apologetics well PLUS: Patrick Madrid’s recommended books & CDs, and a glossary of key
apologetics terms! Patrick Madrid shows how YOU “can demonstrate confidently and effectively that
Catholic teaching is reasonable, consistent, and compelling.”
  tactics by gregory koukl: When Culture Hates You Natasha Crain, 2025-02-04 Jesus Warned
the World Would Hate Christians “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated
you” (John 15:18). As cultural hostility toward Christianity intensifies, many Christians have grown
more reluctant to advocate for biblical values in the public square. But our perseverance for the
common good—a good defined by God alone—is more important than ever in a culture that
embraces darkness. When Culture Hates You is a call for Christians to unashamedly pursue
righteousness in society out of our love for others. In this timely resource, author Natasha Crain will
help you make sense of cultural hostility by better understanding the roots of secular outrage on
issues like Christian nationalism, social justice, abortion, transgenderism, and sexuality advocate for
the godly functioning of society with greater biblical, cultural, and civic understanding take concrete
action for the common good with more than 35 practical ideas to get you started As Christians, our
calling is to speak truth in the face of hostility. Not because we want to “war” with culture but
because we love both God and others.
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