john ordway lewis and clark

John Ordway Lewis and Clark: Exploring the Unsung Hero of the Expedition

john ordway lewis and clark is a phrase that often brings to mind the legendary Lewis
and Clark Expedition, a groundbreaking journey that mapped much of the American West in
the early 19th century. While the names Meriwether Lewis and William Clark are widely
recognized, John Ordway played a crucial yet sometimes overlooked role in this historic
adventure. As a sergeant and one of the key leaders within the Corps of Discovery,
Ordway’s contributions helped ensure the success of the expedition. Let’s dive deeper into
John Ordway’s story, his role in the Lewis and Clark expedition, and why his efforts remain
significant in American history.

Who Was John Ordway?

John Ordway was born in 1775 in Massachusetts and later enlisted in the U.S. Army. When
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark were preparing for their expedition to explore the newly
acquired Louisiana Territory, Ordway was selected as one of the sergeants. His military
background and leadership skills made him an essential figure in managing the daily
operations and discipline of the Corps of Discovery. Unlike the expedition’s leaders, who are
often spotlighted for their visionary leadership and navigation, Ordway worked diligently
behind the scenes, handling logistics and maintaining order among the men.

Early Life and Military Career

Before joining the expedition, Ordway served in various military capacities, which helped
hone his organizational and leadership skills. His experience was invaluable when the
expedition faced harsh conditions and unforeseen challenges. His calm demeanor and
practical approach to problem-solving earned him respect from his peers and superiors
alike.

John Ordway’s Role in the Lewis and Clark
Expedition

The Lewis and Clark expedition, also known as the Corps of Discovery, set out in 1804 with
the ambitious goal of mapping the western territories of the United States, establishing
trade routes, and asserting American presence before European powers could claim the
land. John Ordway’s role as a sergeant placed him at the heart of the expedition’s daily
functioning.



Leadership and Daily Management

Ordway was responsible for overseeing the discipline and morale of the men. His duties
included:

e Maintaining detailed journals documenting the expedition’s progress, encounters, and
challenges.

e Supervising daily routines, including setting up camps, hunting, and ensuring the men
followed orders.

¢ Acting as a liaison between Lewis and Clark and the enlisted men, helping to relay
commands and resolve disputes.

His meticulous record-keeping provides historians with invaluable insights into the day-to-
day realities of the expedition, including weather conditions, interactions with Native
American tribes, and logistical hurdles.

Critical Moments and Challenges

Throughout the journey, the Corps of Discovery faced numerous challenges, such as
navigating treacherous rivers, unpredictable weather, and limited supplies. John Ordway’s
leadership helped the group maintain cohesion during these times. For instance, when
tensions ran high or morale dipped, his steady hand and clear communication helped
prevent conflicts and kept the team focused on their mission.

John Ordway’s Journal: A Window into the
Expedition

One of the most valuable legacies of John Ordway is his detailed journal entries. Unlike the
more famous journals of Lewis and Clark, Ordway’s writings offer a unique
perspective—grounded in the practical realities of the expedition rather than its grand
objectives.

Documenting the Unknown

Ordway’s journal includes observations about the landscapes, wildlife, and Native American
tribes encountered. His notes often reflect the challenges of survival, the emotional states
of the men, and logistical concerns like food shortages and equipment maintenance. These
entries help historians piece together a fuller picture of the expedition’s day-to-day life.



Insights into Leadership and Team Dynamics

Through his writings, we gain insight into the dynamics within the Corps of Discovery.
Ordway was candid about the struggles among the men and their leaders, offering a
humanizing glimpse into how the group functioned under pressure. His observations
underscore the importance of trust, discipline, and communication on such a perilous
journey.

The Importance of John Ordway in American
History

While not as famous as Lewis or Clark, John Ordway’s contributions were vital to the
expedition’s success. His leadership, reliability, and detailed record-keeping helped
transform an ambitious exploration into a manageable and ultimately successful mission.

Helping Shape the American West

The Lewis and Clark expedition laid the groundwork for westward expansion and cemented
American claims to vast territories. John Ordway’s role in ensuring the expedition’s smooth
operation contributed directly to this historic accomplishment. The information gathered
during the journey informed future explorers, settlers, and policymakers.

Legacy and Recognition

Though overshadowed by the expedition’s commanders, John Ordway deserves recognition
for his service and dedication. Museums, historical societies, and scholars have increasingly
highlighted his role, helping to balance the narrative of the Corps of Discovery by
acknowledging the contributions of all its members.

Lessons from John Ordway’s Experience on the
Lewis and Clark Expedition

Studying John Ordway’s role reveals important lessons about leadership, teamwork, and
perseverance—qualities that remain relevant today.

e Leadership at Every Level: Successful missions require strong leaders not just at
the top but throughout the ranks. Ordway’s effectiveness as a sergeant was crucial.

e Attention to Detail Matters: His thorough documentation helped preserve
knowledge that might have otherwise been lost.



* Resilience in the Face of Adversity: The expedition’s challenges tested everyone’s
limits, and Ordway’s steady presence helped the team endure hardships.

Applying These Lessons Today

Whether in business, exploration, or personal endeavors, the principles demonstrated by
John Ordway remain instructive. Clear communication, dependable leadership, and careful
record-keeping can make the difference between success and failure in complex projects.

Exploring the story of john ordway lewis and clark reveals a deeper appreciation for the
many individuals who contributed to one of America’s most iconic explorations. By
recognizing Ordway’s role, we gain a richer understanding of the expedition’s human
dimension and the collaborative spirit that made it possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was John Ordway in the Lewis and Clark
expedition?

John Ordway was a sergeant in the Lewis and Clark expedition, serving as the expedition's
chief sergeant and one of its key leaders responsible for discipline and managing supplies.

What role did John Ordway play during the Lewis and
Clark expedition?

John Ordway was the expedition's sergeant who maintained order among the men, kept
detailed journals of the journey, and helped with navigation and logistics throughout the
expedition.

Where was John Ordway from before joining the Lewis
and Clark expedition?

John Ordway was originally from Massachusetts before joining the U.S. Army and
subsequently becoming part of the Lewis and Clark expedition.

Did John Ordway keep a journal during the Lewis and
Clark expedition?

Yes, John Ordway kept a detailed journal during the expedition, which provides valuable
insights into the daily experiences and challenges faced by the Corps of Discovery.



How did John Ordway contribute to the success of the
Lewis and Clark expedition?

John Ordway contributed by maintaining discipline among the crew, managing supplies
efficiently, and documenting the journey, which helped ensure the expedition's organization
and success.

What happened to John Ordway after the Lewis and
Clark expedition?

After the expedition, John Ordway continued his military career but eventually died in 1805,
shortly after the expedition returned, likely due to illness.

Is John Ordway commemorated or honored for his role
in the Lewis and Clark expedition?

Yes, John Ordway is recognized historically as an important member of the Corps of
Discovery, with several places and historical markers noting his contributions.

How did John Ordway's journal differ from those of
Lewis and Clark?

John Ordway's journal was more focused on daily logistics, discipline, and practical aspects
of the expedition, complementing the scientific and exploratory details recorded by Lewis
and Clark.

Additional Resources

John Ordway Lewis and Clark: A Critical Examination of Their Roles in the Historic
Expedition

john ordway lewis and clark are names intrinsically linked to one of the most significant
exploratory endeavors in American history—the Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804-1806).
While Meriwether Lewis and William Clark often dominate the narrative, figures like John
Ordway played crucial yet frequently underappreciated roles in shaping the success of this
monumental journey. This article delves into the contributions of John Ordway within the
context of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, exploring his leadership, challenges faced, and
the broader implications of his participation in this landmark exploration.

The Significance of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition

Before focusing on John Ordway’s involvement, it is essential to frame the expedition’s
historical context. Commissioned by President Thomas Jefferson after the Louisiana



Purchase in 1803, the Lewis and Clark Expedition aimed to map uncharted territories,
establish trade, and assert American presence west of the Mississippi River. The expedition
also collected invaluable scientific data regarding flora, fauna, and indigenous cultures.

While Lewis and Clark were the appointed leaders, the success of the Corps of Discovery
relied heavily on the competence and dedication of other officers and men, including
Sergeant John Ordway, who was tasked with significant responsibilities.

John Ordway: Background and Preparation for the
Expedition

John Ordway was born in 1775 in Massachusetts and enlisted in the U.S. Army prior to the
expedition. His military experience and dependable character made him an ideal candidate
for the Corps of Discovery. Significantly, Ordway was appointed as the Sergeant of the
expedition, a role that required both leadership and meticulous record-keeping.

Ordway’s background reflected the practical skill set necessary for frontier exploration:
discipline, resilience, and organizational abilities. His selection underscored the importance
of having experienced military personnel beyond just the commanding officers to maintain
order and morale during the long and arduous journey.

Leadership and Responsibilities

As Sergeant, John Ordway’s duties extended beyond mere enforcement of discipline. He
was responsible for:

Supervising the enlisted men’s daily activities and ensuring adherence to orders

Managing supplies, equipment, and provisions critical to the expedition’s survival

Maintaining detailed journals that documented daily progress, challenges, and
encounters

Assisting in navigation and decision-making during critical junctures

These responsibilities positioned Ordway as a cornerstone of operational stability within the
Corps of Discovery. His journals provide historians with essential insights into the
expedition’s day-to-day realities, complementing the accounts of Lewis and Clark.

Analyzing John Ordway’s Contributions in the



Expedition

John Ordway's role has often been overshadowed in historical narratives that primarily
focus on the expedition’s leaders. However, a closer examination reveals his indispensable
contributions.

Journal Keeping and Historical Documentation

One of Ordway’s greatest legacies is his meticulous journal entries. Unlike the more
formalized reports from Lewis and Clark, Ordway’s journals offer candid observations about
the men, the environment, and the interpersonal dynamics within the group. His writings
include:

Descriptions of weather conditions and geographic landmarks

Accounts of interactions with Native American tribes

Notations on supplies and logistical challenges

Personal reflections on the expedition’s hardships and successes

These details have enriched historical understanding by adding depth to the official
narrative and providing a more nuanced picture of the expedition’s challenges.

Maintaining Morale and Discipline

The Lewis and Clark Expedition faced numerous hardships: harsh weather, difficult terrain,
supply shortages, and occasional tensions within the team. Ordway’s role as Sergeant
required him to maintain morale and discipline among the men, a task that was crucial for
the mission’s continuity.

His leadership was especially pivotal during moments of crisis, such as illness outbreaks or
disputes among the crew. By enforcing military order and mediating conflicts, Ordway
helped sustain the cohesion necessary for the expedition’s ultimate success.

Comparative Evaluation: Ordway vs. Other Expedition
Members

While Lewis and Clark led the expedition, other key figures included York, Sacagawea, and
Toussaint Charbonneau. Ordway’s military authority and administrative skills distinguished
him from these figures.



Unlike York, whose role was more symbolic and labor-intensive, or Sacagawea, whose
knowledge of indigenous cultures was vital, Ordway’s contributions were administrative and
leadership-focused. This balance of roles illustrates the expedition’s multifaceted nature,
requiring diverse skill sets to navigate and document the uncharted West.

Challenges Faced by John Ordway During the
Expedition

The expedition posed severe physical and psychological challenges. Ordway, like others,
confronted:

1. Environmental hardships: Navigating rivers, mountains, and deserts with limited
maps.

2. Health concerns: Disease, injuries, and scarcity of medical supplies.

3. Interpersonal dynamics: Managing morale among men from different backgrounds.

4. Logistical constraints: Ensuring adequate food, tools, and weapons were
maintained.

While Lewis and Clark had the advantage of command and decision-making, Ordway’s role
required balancing enforcement with empathy, a demanding leadership position in such an
unpredictable environment.

Impact on Expedition Outcomes

Ordway'’s efficient management and reliable documentation contributed directly to the
expedition’s ability to meet its objectives. His leadership helped:

e Ensure continuous progress despite adverse conditions

e Prevent mutiny or breakdowns in group cohesion

e Preserve an accurate historical record through his writings

Without the stabilizing presence of experienced non-commissioned officers like Ordway, the
expedition may have faltered under the immense pressures of frontier exploration.



Legacy and Historical Recognition

Despite his critical role, John Ordway remains a relatively obscure figure in popular histories
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. This disparity highlights a broader trend in historiography
where the contributions of secondary leaders and enlisted men are underrepresented.

In recent decades, historians and scholars have begun to revisit Ordway’s journals and
letters, acknowledging his importance as a chronicler and leader. His firsthand accounts
offer invaluable perspectives that challenge the simplified heroic narrative often centered
solely on the expedition’s commanders.

John Ordway’s Place in Modern Interpretations

Modern assessments position Ordway as a vital intermediary between the expedition’s
leadership and its rank-and-file members. His role exemplifies how successful exploration
depends not only on visionary leaders but also on competent, practical individuals who
execute plans and manage daily operations.

Moreover, Ordway’s detailed record-keeping serves as a critical primary source for
researchers studying early American frontier history, indigenous relations, and military
logistics of the era.

Exploring the Broader Implications of Ordway’s
Experience

The study of John Ordway’s involvement in the Lewis and Clark Expedition invites reflection
on how leadership functions in complex, high-stakes ventures. His experience underscores:

e The necessity of layered command structures where non-commissioned officers
exercise significant influence

e The importance of accurate documentation in exploratory missions for future scientific
and historical inquiry

e The challenges of maintaining morale and cohesion in diverse, high-pressure teams

Furthermore, Ordway’s story enriches our understanding of early American military and
exploratory culture, revealing the human dimensions behind national expansionist
endeavors.

The nuanced analysis of john ordway lewis and clark within the expedition narrative
demonstrates that history is often shaped by the contributions of individuals beyond the
spotlight. Recognizing such figures allows for a more comprehensive and accurate portrayal



of monumental events like the Corps of Discovery.
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john ordway lewis and clark: The Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition: The
journals of John Ordway, May 14, 1804-September 23, 1806, and Charles Floyd, May
14-August 18, 1804 Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, Gary E. Moulton, Thomas W. Dunlay,
1983-01-01 Widely heralded as a lasting achievement, the University of Nebraska Press editions of
the journals of Lewis and Clark now present volume 9 of the projected thirteen containing the
complete record of the expedition. In order that the fullest record possible be kept of the journey,
Captains Lewis and Clark required their sergeants to keep journals to guard against loss of the
captains’ own accounts. The sergeants’ accounts extend and corroborate the journals of Lewis and
Clark and contribute to the full record of the expedition. The bulk of this volume contains the fullest
of the enlisted men’s records, the journal of John Ordway. As senior sergeant, Ordway was in
command when the captains were absent from the main body of the expedition. He was also the sole
member of the party never to miss a day in his journal; for several portions of the crossing, his is the
only extant account. Ordway’s journal has never before been published with the other records of the
venture. Charles Floyd’s journal is tragically short, ending with his death near present-day Sioux
City, Iowa, on 20 August 1804. Floyd was the only member of the party to die en route, and his
journal—adding several details absent from the captains’ records—indicates that the record of the
journey is poorer for his loss.

john ordway lewis and clark: The Definitive Journals of Lewis and Clark John Ordway,
2003-01-01 The dependable and matter-of-fact John Ordway was one of the mainstays of the Corps of
Discovery, promoted early on to sergeant and serving as an able leader during the captains'
absence. Fascinated by the peoples and places he encountered, Ordway became the most faithful
journalist on the expedition?recording information not found elsewhere and making an entry for
every day during the expedition. Ordway later married and became a prosperous owner of two
plantations in Missouri. His honest and informative account, which remained undiscovered for a
century, offers an unforgettable glimpse of an enlisted man's experiences and observations as he
and the Corps of Discovery embarked on the journey of a lifetime. In contrast to Ordway's extensive
chronicle stands the far-too-brief but intriguingly detailed eyewitness account of Sergeant Charles
Floyd, the only member to die on the expedition. The journals of John Ordway and Charles Floyd are
part of the celebrated Nebraska edition of the complete journals of the Lewis and Clark expedition,
which feature a wide range of new scholarship on all aspects of the expedition from geography to
Indian cultures and languages to plants and animals.
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of John Ordway, May 14,1804-Sept 23, 1806, and Charles Floyd, May 14-August 18, 1804,

john ordway lewis and clark: The Journals of Captain Meriwether Lewis and Sergeant John
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informing his parents of his participation in the Lewis and Clark Expedition, providing some
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john ordway lewis and clark: Exploring Lewis and Clark Thomas P. Slaughter, 2004-02-10
This provocative work challenges traditional accounts of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark’s
expedition across the continent and back again. Uncovering deeper meanings in the explorers’
journals and lives, Exploring Lewis and Clark exposes their self-perceptions and deceptions, and how
they interacted with those who traveled with them, the people they discovered along the way, the
animals they hunted, and the land they walked across. The book discovers new heroes and brings old
ones into historical focus. Thomas P. Slaughter interrogates the explorers’ dreams, how they wrote
and what they aimed to possess, their interactions with animals, Indians, and each other, their sense
of themselves as leaders and men, and why they feared that they had failed their nation and
President. Slaughter’s Lewis and Clark are more confused, frightened, courageous, and flawed than
in previous accounts. They are more human, their expedition more dramatic, and thus their story is
more revealing about our own relationships to history and myth.

john ordway lewis and clark: Documents of the Lewis and Clark Expedition C. Brid
Nicholson, 2018-12-07 Through its extensive use of primary source materials and invaluable
contextual notes, this book offers a documented history of one of the most famous adventures in
early American history: the Lewis and Clark expedition. This book is the first to situate the Lewis




and Clark expedition within the political and scientific ambitions of Thomas Jefferson. It spans a
forty-year period in American history, from 1783-1832, covering Jefferson's early interest in trying
to organize an expedition to explore the American West through the difficult negotiations of the
Louisiana Purchase, the formation of the Corps of Discovery, the expedition's incredible journey into
the unknown, and its aftermath. The story of the expedition is told not just through the journals and
letters of Lewis and Clark, but also through the firsthand accounts of the expedition's other
members, which included Sacagawea, a Native American woman, and York, an African American
slave. The book features more than 100 primary source documents, including letters to and from
Jefferson, Benjamin Rush, and others as the expedition was being organized; diary excerpts during
the expedition; and, uniquely, letters documenting the lives of Lewis, Clark, Sacagawea, and York
after the expedition.

john ordway lewis and clark: The Journals of Captain Meriwether Lewis and Sergeant
John Ordway Electronic Resource Meriwether Lewis, 2018-03-18 Hardcover reprint of the
original 1916 edition - beautifully bound in brown cloth covers featuring titles stamped in gold, 8vo -
6x9. All foldouts have been masterfully reprinted in their original form. No adjustments have been
made to the original text, giving readers the full antiquarian experience. For quality purposes, all
text and images are printed as black and white. This item is printed on demand. Book Information:
Lewis, Meriwether. The Journals Of Captain Meriwether Lewis And Sergeant John Ordway
Electronic Resource: Kept On The Expedition Of Western Exploration, 1803-1806. Indiana:
Repressed Publishing LLC, 2012. Original Publishing: Lewis, Meriwether. The Journals Of Captain
Meriwether Lewis And Sergeant John Ordway Electronic Resource: Kept On The Expedition Of
Western Exploration, 1803-1806, . Madison, Wis.: The Society, 1916. Subject: Lewis And Clark
Expedition 1804-1806

john ordway lewis and clark: Sergeant John Ordway a History Ronald W. Collins, 2006-10-28
Sergeant John Ordway was third in command of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. This is the first
biography of Ordway ever written. In 2006 the US Army commissioned a statue of Ordway which
was erected in Fort Lewis, WA and is the only statue erected by the Army of an enlisted soldier. The
top Master Sergeant in the Army is awarded the John Ordway award. This is his biography and
genealogy.

john ordway lewis and clark: The Fate of the Corps Larry E. Morris, 2020-08-11 Combines
adventure, mystery, and tragedy . . . a 'Who's Who' of explorers who opened the pathway for an
ocean-to-ocean America. — St. Joseph News-Press (Missouri) The story of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition has been told many times. But what became of the thirty-three members of the Corps of
Discovery once the expedition was over? The expedition ended in 1806, and the final member of the
corps passed away in 1870. In the intervening decades, members of the corps witnessed the
momentous events of the nation they helped to form—from the War of 1812 to the Civil War and the
opening of the transcontinental railroad. Some of the expedition members went on to hold public
office; two were charged with murder. Many of the explorers could not resist the call of the wild and
continued to adventure forth into America's western frontier. Engagingly written and based on
exhaustive research, The Fate of the Corps chronicles the lives of the fascinating men (and one
woman) who opened the American West. A fascinating afterword to the expedition . . . demands
inclusion in the canon of essential Lewis and Clark books.— Seattle Post-Intelligencer Succinct, clear
style . . . The diverse fates of the members of the expedition . . . give the feel of a Greek epic.— Santa
Fe New Mexican

john ordway lewis and clark: Lewis and Clark in Missouri Ann Rogers, 2002 In May 1804
Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and the Corps of Discovery embarked on a seven-thousand-mile
journey with instructions from President Thomas Jefferson to ascend the Missouri River to its source
and continue on to the Pacific. They had spent five months in the St. Louis area preparing for the
expedition that began with a six-hundred-mile, ten-week crossing of the future state of Missouri.
Prior to this, the explorers had already seen about two hundred miles of Missouri landscape as they
traveled up the Mississippi River to St. Louis in the autumn of 1803.



john ordway lewis and clark: Lewis and Clark For Dummies Sammye J. Meadows, Jana
Prewitt, 2011-04-22 The Lewis and Clark expedition was the greatest camping trip in history. It was
one of those irresistible American adventures that many people dream of living. This book shares the
delightful details of the journey that historians have gleaned from the group’s journals and maps,
and also discusses what’s known of the Indian perspective of the expedition. Throughout the book,
you find out about Jefferson’s western exploration from his earliest efforts to see the Corps
assembled through the aftermath for the explorers, the tribes, and the United States. But the focus
of Lewis & Clark For Dummies is on the period between Jefferson’s confidential letter to Congress
requesting dollars to mount a western exploration (January 18,1803) and the expedition’s
triumphant (and improbable) return to St. Louis (September 23, 1806): forty-two months that
changed the world. Join Lewis and Clark as they recruit the Corps of Discovery, meet Sacagawea
and various Indian tribes, and set off along the Missouri River on a thrilling, perilous journey. Lewis
& Clark For Dummies also covers the following topics and more: The expedition’s people and places
Jefferson’s fascination with the West Final preparations of Meriwether Lewis Weathering storms to
launch the expedition The discomforts and dangers of the journey Making maps and writing reports
A first look at the Pacific Ocean The story of Lewis and Clark doesn’t end with their return to St.
Louis. This book will also lead you on an exploration of the fates and lessons of the Corps of
Discovery. Find out what happened to Lewis, Clark, and many other key players after their famous
journey. And examine the aftermath for the American Indians and the political and cultural
ramifications for the United States. You'll even find the resources you need to plan your own
recreation of the expedition as you take the Trail yourself!

john ordway lewis and clark: Mountain Man: John Colter, the Lewis & Clark Expedition, and
the Call of the American West (American Grit) David Weston Marshall, 2017-05-09 “If you seek
vicarious adventure, these pages await the armchair explorer.” —Providence Journal In 1804, John
Colter set out with Meriwether Lewis and William Clark on the first US expedition to traverse the
North American continent. During the 28- month ordeal, Colter served as a hunter and scout, and
honed his survival skills on the western frontier. But when the journey was over, Colter stayed
behind. He spent two more years trekking alone through dangerous and unfamiliar territory,
charting some of the West’s most treasured landmarks. Historian David W. Marshall crafts this
captivating history from Colter’s primary sources, and has retraced Colter’s steps— experiencing
firsthand how he survived in the wilderness (how he pitched a shelter, built a fire, followed a trail,
and forded a stream)— adding a powerful layer of authority and detail.

john ordway lewis and clark: The Journals of Captain Meriwether Lewis and Sergeant John
Ordway - Scholar's Choice Edition Meriwether Lewis, 2015-02-07 This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as
possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these
works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in
the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

john ordway lewis and clark: A History of the Lewis and Clark Journals Paul Russell Cutright,
2000-04-01 When President Thomas Jefferson dispatched Captains Meriwether Lewis and William
Clark on their great exploratory expedition of the lands west of the Mississippi, the journey was
destined to become the most famous and significant American land expedition in history. Jefferson
must have realized the timeless importance of the mission, for he urged the captains to keep
multiple records of all they saw and experienced during the journey. Those records, dutifully kept




from the departure of the expedition in 1803 to its conclusion in 1806, provided invaluable
information about the wonders of the American West. In the next 150 years the journals were
published in several versions scrupulously authentic, dubiously revised, and complacently
counterfeit. This book is the first comprehensive account of the various versions and of the persons
responsible for them. It tells of the dedicated scholarship, inspired judgment, and exciting discovery
of new materials, as well as the misguided enthusiasm and journalistic skulduggery that marred the
publishing history of the journals, field notes, and letters of members of the expedition. The author
breaks new ground in his use of previously unpublished letters written by the editors of the two
major editions. An appendix introduces a recently discovered manuscript version of the journal kept
by one of the expedition members. The book also includes an appraisal of books and articles written
about the expedition and a resume of the illustrative materials, sketches, and maps that enriched the
accounts. A History of the Lewis and Clark Journals is thus itself a significant expedition into a
historic period in America's past.
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