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Lie Nielsen Honing Guide: Mastering the Art of Sharpening Hand Tools

lie nielsen honing guide is a tool that has gained widespread appreciation among woodworkers and hand tool
enthusiasts for its precision, durability, and ease of use. If you’ve ever struggled with maintaining a consistent
bevel angle on your chisels or plane blades, this honing guide could be a game-changer. In this article, we’ll
explore what makes the Lie Nielsen honing guide stand out, how to use it effectively, and share some tips to get
the sharpest edges possible on your woodworking tools.

What is the Lie Nielsen Honing Guide?

At its core, the Lie Nielsen honing guide is a device designed to hold blades securely at a fixed angle while you
sharpen them against a whetstone or sharpening stone. Honing guides help maintain consistent bevel angles,
which is crucial for achieving clean, sharp edges on hand tools like chisels, plane irons, and carving knives. Lie
Nielsen, known for their high-quality hand tools, designed this honing guide with user-friendliness and precision in
mind.

Unlike some budget honing guides that can be flimsy or difficult to adjust, the Lie Nielsen model is constructed
from robust materials with tight tolerances. Its design allows for quick blade clamping and easy angle
adjustment, making it suitable for both beginners and seasoned woodworkers.

Why Use a Honing Guide?

Before diving into the specifics of the Lie Nielsen honing guide, it’s worth understanding why honing guides are
essential in tool maintenance:

- **Consistent Bevel Angle:** Freehand sharpening can lead to uneven bevels, which affects cutting
performance. A honing guide locks the blade at a consistent angle.
- **Improved Sharpness:** Maintaining the correct angle ensures the edge is sharpened evenly, resulting in a
sharper, longer-lasting edge.
- **Speed and Efficiency:** Using a guide can speed up the sharpening process since you don’t have to
constantly check the angle.
- **Tool Longevity:** Correct sharpening angles prevent unnecessary metal removal, extending the life of
your blades.

Features of the Lie Nielsen Honing Guide

Precision Angle Adjustment

One of the standout features of the Lie Nielsen honing guide is the easy and precise angle adjustment mechanism.
It includes a protractor-style scale with clear markings, allowing users to set the guide to common bevel
angles ranging from about 20° to 40°. This range covers most woodworking tools, whether you need a low
angle for paring chisels or a steeper edge for plane irons.



Robust Clamping Mechanism

The guide uses a sturdy clamping system that holds blades securely without slipping during sharpening. The
clamp accommodates a variety of blade thicknesses, including thin Japanese-style chisels and thicker Western
blades. This versatility makes it a valuable addition to any sharpening setup.

High-Quality Build and Materials

Lie Nielsen tools are known for their quality, and the honing guide is no exception. Made from solid metal
components with precise machining, it offers durability and smooth operation. The guide’s feet are designed to
glide easily over sharpening stones, ensuring a smooth honing motion.

How to Use the Lie Nielsen Honing Guide Effectively

Getting the most out of your Lie Nielsen honing guide involves more than just clamping the blade and rubbing it
on a stone. Here’s a step-by-step approach to help you hone your tools like a pro:

Set the Desired Angle: Using the protractor scale, adjust the guide to the bevel angle recommended for1.
your tool. For example, most bench chisels sharpen at 25° to 30°.

Clamp the Blade Securely: Insert the blade into the guide’s clamp, making sure the bevel is facing down2.
(toward the stone). Tighten the clamp so the blade doesn’t move during sharpening.

Position the Guide on the Stone: Place the honing guide feet flat on your sharpening stone. Whether3.
you’re using water stones, oil stones, or diamond plates, ensure the surface is clean and flat.

Begin Sharpening: Move the guide and blade back and forth across the stone with even pressure. Maintain a4.
consistent stroke length and speed. The guide will maintain the bevel angle automatically.

Check the Edge Frequently: Periodically wipe the blade clean and inspect the edge for a uniform burr along5.
the bevel’s length. This burr indicates that you’ve sharpened evenly.

Progress Through Grits: Start with a coarse grit to shape the edge, then move to finer grits for honing6.
and polishing. The honing guide ensures the bevel remains consistent throughout.

Remove the Burr: Flip the blade over and gently remove the burr on the flat side by stroking it on the7.
stone or using a leather strop.

Tips for Getting the Best Results with Your Lie Nielsen Honing Guide

Using the honing guide effectively can take a bit of practice. Here are some tips to elevate your sharpening game:

Use a Sharpie Marker: Color the bevel with a marker before sharpening. This helps you see where the stone
is contacting the blade and ensures even material removal.

Keep the Stone Flat and Clean: A flat sharpening surface is crucial. Use a flattening stone or lapping
plate to maintain your stones.



Experiment with Angles: Some tools benefit from slightly different bevel angles. Don’t be afraid to try a
few settings to find what works best for your specific tool and tasks.

Maintain the Guide: Keep the guide clean and free from rust. Light lubrication on the moving parts can help
keep adjustments smooth.

Practice Patience: Sharpening is a skill that improves with time. Using the Lie Nielsen honing guide
consistently will help you develop muscle memory for perfect edges.

Comparing the Lie Nielsen Honing Guide to Other Guides

The market offers various honing guides, from budget plastic models to expensive precision devices. The Lie
Nielsen honing guide sits in the premium category, appreciated for its solid build and reliable performance.
Compared to cheaper guides, it offers:

- Superior clamping force and stability
- Precise angle markings for repeatable setups
- Metal construction that lasts decades
- Smooth gliding action on sharpening stones

While freehand sharpening is possible, even expert woodworkers often prefer a honing guide for tasks demanding
accuracy and consistency. The Lie Nielsen guide strikes a balance between usability and precision, making it a
favorite among professionals and hobbyists alike.

Integrating the Honing Guide into Your Sharpening Routine

If you’re serious about woodworking, maintaining razor-sharp tools is essential. The Lie Nielsen honing guide
can become a central part of your sharpening workflow, whether you’re restoring antique chisels or
maintaining your daily-use bench planes.

Pair the guide with a quality set of sharpening stones—such as water stones or diamond plates—and you’ll
find that your tools stay sharper longer and cut cleaner. Over time, you might also add accessories like
leather strops and honing compounds to further refine your edges.

Remember, a sharp tool is safer and more enjoyable to use. The precision offered by the Lie Nielsen honing guide
helps ensure your hand tools perform at their best, enhancing both craftsmanship and satisfaction.

Final Thoughts on the Lie Nielsen Honing Guide

Investing in a reliable honing guide like the Lie Nielsen model is a smart move for anyone serious about
woodworking or hand tool maintenance. It takes the guesswork out of sharpening, allowing you to focus on
honing skills and producing fine work. Whether you’re a beginner looking to improve your technique or a
seasoned craftsman seeking consistent results, this honing guide offers a blend of precision, durability, and ease
of use that’s hard to beat.

With a little practice and the right setup, the Lie Nielsen honing guide can help transform your sharpening
routine from a chore into a satisfying ritual that keeps your tools performing at their peak.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Lie Nielsen honing guide used for?

A Lie Nielsen honing guide is used to hold chisels and plane blades at a consistent angle while sharpening,
ensuring an even and precise edge.

How do I set the angle on a Lie Nielsen honing guide?

To set the angle, loosen the clamping screws, place the blade in the guide, adjust it so the bevel rests flat on
the sharpening stone at the desired angle (typically 25-30 degrees), then tighten the screws securely.

Can the Lie Nielsen honing guide be used for both chisels and plane blades?

Yes, the Lie Nielsen honing guide is designed to accommodate both chisels and plane blades, making it versatile for
various sharpening needs.

What types of sharpening stones are compatible with the Lie Nielsen honing
guide?

The honing guide works well with water stones, oil stones, diamond stones, and synthetic stones, as long as
the blade can be laid flat on the stone surface.

Is the Lie Nielsen honing guide suitable for beginners?

Yes, the Lie Nielsen honing guide is user-friendly and helps beginners achieve consistent sharpening angles,
improving their edge sharpening results.

How do I maintain my blade edges using the Lie Nielsen honing guide?

Regularly use the honing guide to sharpen your blades by maintaining a consistent angle and using progressively
finer sharpening stones until the edge is polished and sharp.

What makes the Lie Nielsen honing guide different from other honing guides?

The Lie Nielsen honing guide is known for its robust build quality, precise angle settings, and ease of use, making
it a preferred choice among woodworkers.

Can I adjust the Lie Nielsen honing guide for different bevel angles?

Yes, the guide allows you to set and lock in different bevel angles, accommodating various blade sharpening
requirements.

How do I clean and care for my Lie Nielsen honing guide?

Wipe the honing guide with a dry cloth after use, avoid exposure to moisture, and occasionally check and
tighten screws to ensure proper function.

Where can I purchase an authentic Lie Nielsen honing guide?

Authentic Lie Nielsen honing guides can be purchased directly from the Lie Nielsen Toolworks website or from
authorized woodworking tool retailers.



Additional Resources
Lie Nielsen Honing Guide: Precision Sharpening for Woodworking Tools

Lie Nielsen honing guide has emerged as a benchmark in the woodworking community, offering craftsmen and
enthusiasts alike a reliable means to achieve razor-sharp edges on their hand tools. Known for its precision
engineering and robust construction, this honing guide facilitates consistent and repeatable sharpening results,
crucial for maintaining the performance and longevity of chisels, plane irons, and other cutting implements. As
the demand for high-quality sharpening accessories grows, understanding the features, benefits, and practical
applications of the Lie Nielsen honing guide becomes essential for those seeking to elevate their woodworking
craftsmanship.

Understanding the Role of a Honing Guide in Woodworking

Before delving into the specific attributes of the Lie Nielsen honing guide, it is important to appreciate why a
honing guide is indispensable in tool maintenance. Honing guides act as a stabilizing framework that holds blades
at a fixed angle during sharpening on stones or other abrasive surfaces. This consistency is vital because even
slight deviations from the correct bevel angle can compromise the effectiveness of the tool, leading to dull
cuts or excessive wear.

The honing guide simplifies the sharpening process, especially for users who may not have the skill or experience
to freehand grind an edge perfectly. By ensuring that the blade remains at a precise angle, the guide helps produce
a uniform bevel and ultimately a sharper, more durable cutting edge.

Lie Nielsen Honing Guide: Features and Design Excellence

The Lie Nielsen honing guide distinguishes itself through meticulous design and material quality. Manufactured
with a heavy-duty steel body, the guide is engineered to withstand frequent use without warping or loosening,
a common issue with lower-grade models. The weight of the tool contributes to stability, allowing the blade
to glide smoothly and evenly across sharpening stones.

Adjustability and Precision

One of the standout features of the Lie Nielsen honing guide is its fine adjustability. Unlike some traditional
honing guides that rely on fixed settings or coarse adjustments, this model incorporates a precise screw
mechanism that enables users to set bevel angles with remarkable accuracy. This is particularly beneficial for
woodworkers who employ a variety of blade angles depending on the task, such as different bevels for paring
chisels versus bench plane irons.

The guide accommodates blades ranging in width from small, narrow tools to wider plane blades, making it a
versatile addition to any sharpening setup. Its jaws grip the blade securely without marring the steel,
preserving the integrity of the cutting edge.

Compatibility with Different Sharpening Stones

The Lie Nielsen honing guide performs well with a broad spectrum of sharpening stones, including water stones,
oil stones, and diamond plates. Its flat sole ensures consistent contact with the stone surface, enhancing the
sharpening process and reducing the risk of uneven wear on the blade. For woodworkers who utilize a
progression of stones from coarse to fine grits, the guide supports smooth transitions between grits, enabling
them to refine edges to a keen, polished finish.



Performance Comparison: Lie Nielsen Versus Other Honing Guides

In the realm of honing guides, various models compete for attention, each with unique attributes and price
points. When compared to budget options like the Veritas honing guide or generic iron clamps, the Lie Nielsen
model frequently receives praise for its build quality and ease of use.

Build Quality: Lie Nielsen’s steel construction offers superior durability over plastic or aluminum guides
that may flex under pressure.

Adjustment Mechanism: The finely threaded screw on the Lie Nielsen guide allows for more precise angle
settings than the simpler pivot systems found on some guides.

Weight and Stability: Its heavier weight reduces chatter and uneven strokes, a common complaint with
lighter models.

Price Consideration: While the Lie Nielsen honing guide is priced higher than entry-level options, many users
find the investment justifiable due to its longevity and performance.

Practical Use and User Experience

Woodworkers report that the Lie Nielsen honing guide is intuitive to set up and adjust, even for those new to
blade sharpening. The guide’s design minimizes the learning curve associated with maintaining proper bevel angles,
making it an excellent tool for both hobbyists and professionals.

The clamping mechanism is straightforward yet effective, reducing the risk of blade slippage during sharpening.
This reliability is crucial for maintaining safety and producing consistent edge geometry.

Optimizing Sharpening with the Lie Nielsen Honing Guide

To fully leverage the capabilities of the Lie Nielsen honing guide, users should consider pairing it with high-
quality sharpening stones and honing compounds. The guide’s design supports a range of blade widths and
angles, but the sharpening media greatly influences the final edge quality.

Sharpening Workflow Recommendations

Blade Preparation: Begin by inspecting the blade for nicks or damage that might require initial coarse1.
grinding.

Angle Setting: Use the guide’s adjustment screw to set the desired bevel angle, consulting manufacturer2.
recommendations or personal preference for specific tools.

Coarse Sharpening: Start on a coarse stone to establish a new bevel or remove imperfections.3.

Progressive Honing: Move through medium to fine grit stones, maintaining consistent strokes and pressure.4.

Final Polishing: Apply a stropping compound on a leather strop for a razor-sharp finish.5.



Adhering to this methodical approach ensures that the honing guide’s precision translates into superior edge
retention and cutting performance.

Considerations and Potential Drawbacks

No tool is without limitations, and the Lie Nielsen honing guide is no exception. Some users find the guide’s
weight to be a factor when undertaking extended sharpening sessions, as heavier tools can contribute to
fatigue. Additionally, the price point may deter casual woodworkers or those just beginning their tool
maintenance journey.

Another minor consideration is that the guide does not inherently accommodate certain specialty blades, such
as skew chisels, without careful positioning or modification. However, for standard chisels and plane irons, it
remains an excellent choice.

Alternatives for Specialized Needs

Those requiring more versatility for unusual blade profiles may explore honing guides with adjustable jaws or
additional accessories designed for skewed or curved blades. While Lie Nielsen offers exceptional quality, the
woodworking market includes other options that prioritize adaptability over rigid precision.

Final Thoughts on the Lie Nielsen Honing Guide

In the competitive landscape of woodworking sharpening tools, the Lie Nielsen honing guide stands out as a
robust, precision-oriented instrument that enhances the sharpening experience. Its thoughtful engineering, durable
materials, and user-friendly adjustability make it a valuable asset for maintaining sharp, effective cutting
edges.

While the initial investment may be higher than some alternatives, the consistent results and long-term
durability often justify the cost for serious woodworkers. Whether in a professional shop or a dedicated
hobbyist’s bench, the Lie Nielsen honing guide contributes significantly to the art and science of tool sharpening.
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  lie nielsen honing guide: Handplane Essentials, Revised & Expanded Christopher Schwarz,
2017-08-10 Everything you need to use your handplanes! No woodworking tool is more satisfying,
quick and precise to use than a handplane. Planes can process timber in its rough state, bring
boards up to a glimmering smoothness, cut rabbets, dados, grooves and other joints, and trim wood
with a precision that has yet to be matched by power tools. Yet many woodworkers--both beginners
and professionals--are intimidated by handplanes. This book is here to set the record straight.
Handplane Essentials contains everything you need to choose the right plane for your project (and
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for your budget), sharpen it and use it successfully. Compiled from more than 15 years of the
author's writings on the subject of handplanes in magazines, trade journals and blogs, this book is an
indispensable guide for woodworkers. This revised edition includes 14 new articles as well as new
and updated tool reviews.
  lie nielsen honing guide: The Perfect Edge Ron Hock, 2012-11-07 Sharp tools work better! If
you've never experienced the pleasure of using a really sharp tool, you're missing one of the real
pleasures of woodworking. In The Perfect Edge, the mystery of the elusive sharp edge is solved by
the long-time sharpening expert and tool maker Ron Hock. You'll soon find how easy and safe hand
tools are to use. This book covers all the different sharpening methods so you can either improve
your sharpening techniques using your existing set-up, or determine which one will best suit your
needs and budget. Ron shows you the tricks and offers expert advice to sharpen all your
woodworking tools, plus a few around-the-house tools that also deserve a perfect edge.
  lie nielsen honing guide: Taunton's Complete Illustrated Guide to Sharpening Thomas
Lie-Nielsen, 2004 This must-have reference covers all types of sharpening equipment and methodsof
sharpening hand tools. Includes sharpening power tool blades and bits.
  lie nielsen honing guide: Tools Jeff Waldman, 2022-05-03 A must-have compendium for
anyone looking to learn about the fascinating world of over 500 essential tools. This is the book for
answering all your tool questions, gaining knowledge before hiring a professional, or simply flipping
through just for the joy of learning something new about the objects that shape our world. This
expansive guide catalogs more than 500 tools for measuring, cutting, fastening, and shaping—from
hammers and saws to wrenches, welders, and drawknives. Throughout these illustrated pages, you'll
learn how to care for each tool so it can last a lifetime, as well as learn intriguing tidbits and
fascinating histories of each object along the way. TONS OF INFORMATION: This chunky book is
filled with detailed information about a wide variety of tools you'd find in a home improvement store;
it will earn a spot in your garage, shed, workshop, or studio. EASY TO USE: Learn how to avoid
wasting countless hours on head-scratching home repairs, wonky backyard builds, and failed garage
tinkering. Perfect for: • New homeowners • Newly independent young adults seeking home literacy
• Curious crafters, woodworkers, handymen/handywomen • Fans of THE ELEMENTS OF A HOME
or HOW TO DO THINGS.
  lie nielsen honing guide: Woodworking Wisdom & Know-How Taunton Press, 2014-11-17
From the experts at Fine Woodworking magazine, this complete and easy-to-follow resource has
everything you need to know about the art of woodworking. Woodworking Wisdom & Know-How is
the essential go-to book for every woodworking project imaginable, from building kitchen cabinets to
refinishing a deck, from the vast cache of Fine Woodworking's projects and advice. Topics addressed
in this book include: Types of Wood Building a Workshop Working and Finishing Wood Design and
Styles Small and Large Projects Each section is further broken down into chapters that cover
specific skills, projects, and crafts for both the beginner and the advanced woodworker. Featuring
step-by-step instructions, troubleshooting guides and discussions, and an appendix of essential
resources for supplies, tools, and materials, Woodworking Wisdom & Know-How is your
one-stop-shop for trusted, tried, and true woodworking advice. This book is also a part of the
Know-How series which includes other titles such as: Country Wisdom & Know-How Natural Healing
Wisdom & Know-How Craft Wisdom & Know-How Garden Wisdom & Know-How
  lie nielsen honing guide: Made by Hand Tom Fidgen, 2009-12-04 Learn the simplicity of
using hand tools, while you build! Traditional woodworking using hand tools can offer a more
satisfying relationship with the wood and the creative woodworking process. It's quieter, cleaner
and maybe even a little spiritual. It's no surprise that many plugged-in woodworkers are returning to
the roots of this treasured skill. Where some hand-tool books focus solely on the use of hand tools,
Made By Hand takes you right to the bench and shows you how to start building furniture using
these tools. By working through the six projects in this book, you'll learn the basics of hand-tool
woodworking and how to use the tools effectively and efficiently, then add joinery skills and design
complexity. The accompanying DVD includes valuable insight into the tools themselves and a look at



the techniques that make these tools work so well. If you're interested in hand tools, start here!
  lie nielsen honing guide: Hand Tool Essentials Popular Woodworking, 2007-05-23 Hand and
Power Tools Work Best Together In today's world of more-power-is-better, it's easy to overlook the
value of hand tools. What most woodworker's don't realize is that combining both hand and power
tool worlds is the best way to produce the highest quality woodworking. In Hand Tool Essentials
you'll learn how to choose and use hand tools for chopping, cutting, paring, sawing, marking, drilling
and more. Many of the tools are familiar, but others will surprise you with their usefulness. Though
they've been around for hundreds (or thousands) of years, these tools have gotten lost in the rush of
the industrial revolution. Rediscovering the value of these tools in your woodworking will also give
you a better understanding of how your power tools work. But this book is more than about how to
use hand tools. It's about using hand tools in balance with power tools to save you time, provide a
more pleasant woodworking experience and ultimately give you a better woodworking project.
  lie nielsen honing guide: The Why & How of Woodworking Michael Pekovich, 2018-09-18
Michael Pekovich's The Why & How of Woodworking is a time-tested must-have resource for anyone
looking to create meaningful and lasting pieces, blending practical techniques with a deep
appreciation for the craft. Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced woodworker, The Why &
How of Woodworking offers a blend of inspiration and practical advice that will elevate your craft
and help you create pieces that are both beautiful and meaningful. Key Features: Comprehensive
Guidance: Learn the essentials of woodworking, from selecting the right lumber and mastering
joinery to finishing surfaces with precision. Timeless Projects: Discover a variety of projects,
including cabinets, boxes, chests, casework, and tables, all designed to stand the test of time.
Inspirational Approach: Embrace a philosophy that values simplicity and functionality, encouraging
you to create pieces that enrich your life and environment. Expert Insights: Benefit from the wisdom
of Michael Pekovich, a seasoned furniture maker and creative director at Fine Woodworking, who
shares his approach to both woodworking and life. Beautifully Illustrated: Enjoy stunning
photography and detailed illustrations that bring each project to life, making it easy to follow along
and achieve professional results.
  lie nielsen honing guide: Woodworker's Guide to Handplanes Scott Wynn, 2019-01-01 A
technically rich analysis and evaluation of every handplane style in the world and how to maintain
them for optimum performance.
  lie nielsen honing guide: Fine Woodworking , 2002
  lie nielsen honing guide: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2009 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  lie nielsen honing guide: Choosing & Using Hand Tools Andy Rae, 2008-03 Home
workshops.
  lie nielsen honing guide: Tools , 2001 A visual dictionary of more than 450 photographed
tools, Tools: A Complete Illustrated Encyclopedia is organized by the three main tasks of
tools--measuring, cutting, and assembly. The fascinating history of each tool is given plus a basic
review of what it does and a breakdown of the various types and models. 750 photos.
  lie nielsen honing guide: Fine Homebuilding , 1996
  lie nielsen honing guide: Patents for Inventions. Abridgments of Specifications Great Britain.
Patent Office, 1921
  lie nielsen honing guide: Taunton's Fine Woodworking , 1996
  lie nielsen honing guide: The Complete Illustrated Guide to Woodworking DVD Volume 2
Lonnie Bird, Lon Schleining, Thomas Lie-Nielson, Jeff Jewitt, 2011-04-26
  lie nielsen honing guide: Official Gazette of the United States Patent and Trademark
Office , 1984



  lie nielsen honing guide: Taunton's Complete Illustrated Guide to Woodworking Lonnie Bird,
2005 Containing the most essential information from the successful Complete Illustrated Guide
series, this highly visual, complete reference is sure to appeal to both novices as well as those who
are experienced woodworkers. 1,187 color photos. 48 drawings.
  lie nielsen honing guide: Harvard Business School Bulletin , 1988
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horizontal position on a surface: 2. If something lies in a particular. Learn more
Lie - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | When you don't tell the truth, you lie. You also lie down
when you're sleepy and wonder what lies ahead of you
LIE definition in American English | Collins English Dictionary A lie is something that
someone says or writes which they know is untrue. "Who else do you work for?"—"No one."—"That's
a lie." I've had enough of your lies
Lie - definition of lie by The Free Dictionary 1. A false statement deliberately presented as being



true; a falsehood. 2. Something meant to deceive or mistakenly accepted as true: learned his parents
had been swindlers and felt his
lie - Dictionary of English v.t. to bring about or affect by lying (often used reflexively): to lie
oneself out of a difficulty; accustomed to lying his way out of difficulties. Idioms lie in one's throat or
teeth, to lie grossly
What does lie mean? - Definitions for lie A barefaced lie is one that is obviously a lie to those
hearing it. A Big Lie is a lie which attempts to trick the victim into believing something major which
will likely be contradicted by some
LIE Definition & Meaning | Lie definition: a false statement made with deliberate intent to
deceive; an intentional untruth.. See examples of LIE used in a sentence
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