ida b wells the red record

**Unveiling Ida B. Wells’' The Red Record: A Pioneering Exposé on Lynching**

ida b wells the red record is more than just a historical document; it’s a
powerful testament to courage, truth, and the relentless fight against racial
injustice. This groundbreaking publication by Ida B. Wells, one of the most
fearless African American journalists and activists of the late 19th century,
exposed the brutal realities of lynching in the United States. Through
meticulous research and bold storytelling, Wells challenged the widespread
myths and silence surrounding racial violence, making *The Red Record* a
seminal work in the history of civil rights advocacy.

The Historical Context Behind The Red Record

To truly appreciate the significance of *ida b wells the red record*, it’s
essential to understand the environment in which it was produced. The late
1800s and early 1900s were marked by rampant racial violence, especially in
the American South. After the end of Reconstruction, African Americans faced
systematic oppression through Jim Crow laws, disenfranchisement, and horrific
acts of lynching — extrajudicial killings often used to instill fear and
maintain white supremacy.

Ida B. Wells, born into slavery shortly before the Civil War, grew up
witnessing the harsh realities of racism firsthand. After becoming a
schoolteacher and then a journalist, she dedicated her life to exposing
injustices that many preferred to ignore. *The Red Record*, published in
1895, was one of her most influential works, compiling statistics and
firsthand accounts of lynching incidents to counteract the false narratives
often perpetuated in mainstream media.

Why Did Ida B. Wells Write The Red Record?

Wells was motivated by a deep sense of justice and frustration with the
widespread misinformation regarding lynching. At the time, many white
Americans justified lynchings by accusing Black men of crimes such as rape or
assault without any evidence. Wells challenged this rhetoric head-on by:

- Documenting the real reasons behind lynchings, which often involved
economic competition, political intimidation, or the assertion of racial
control.

- Providing detailed statistics and case studies to highlight the scale and
brutality of these murders.

- Calling out the failures of the legal system in protecting African American
citizens.



By doing so, she aimed to awaken the conscience of the nation and rally
support for anti-lynching legislation and civil rights.

What Makes The Red Record Stand Out?

*Ida b wells the red record* is not just a collection of data; it’s a
masterclass in investigative journalism and activism. Several elements
contribute to its enduring impact:

Meticulous Data Collection

At a time when official records were often incomplete or biased, Wells
painstakingly gathered information from newspapers, court documents, and
eyewitness testimonies. She presented the data in tables categorizing
lynching incidents by date, location, and alleged reasons. This empirical
approach lent credibility to her claims and made it difficult for opponents
to dismiss her work as mere opinion.

Debunking Myths About Lynching

A significant portion of *The Red Record* is dedicated to dismantling the
common excuse that lynchings were responses to Black men’s alleged sexual
crimes against white women. Wells argued that many victims were targeted for
economic success or political activism, or were completely innocent. This
reframing was crucial in changing public perception and highlighting the
racial terror lynching represented.

Bold and Uncompromising Tone

Unlike many contemporaries who shied away from confronting racism directly,
Wells adopted a fearless style. She named perpetrators and institutions
complicit in lynching, demanding accountability. Her unapologetic tone
inspired many later civil rights leaders and journalists.

The Legacy of Ida B. Wells and The Red Record

The impact of *ida b wells the red record* extends far beyond its initial
publication. It laid the groundwork for future anti-lynching campaigns and
civil rights activism throughout the 20th century. Here’s how Wells’ work
continues to resonate:



Influencing Anti-Lynching Legislation

While federal anti-lynching laws were not passed during Wells’' lifetime, her
activism helped raise awareness and build the foundation for future
legislative efforts. Activists like W.E.B. Du Bois and organizations such as
the NAACP drew on her research to advocate for justice and legal reforms.

Inspiring Modern Investigative Journalism

Wells’ approach to combining data, narrative, and activism serves as a model
for investigative reporters today. Her insistence on truth and justice
reminds journalists of their crucial role in holding power accountable.

Educational Importance

Today, *The Red Record* is studied in schools and universities as a critical
historical document. It provides insight into the violent history of racism
in America and highlights the power of individual courage in the face of
oppression.

How to Explore Ida B. Wells’ Work Today

For those interested in learning more about *ida b wells the red record* and
the broader fight against lynching and racial injustice, several resources
can deepen understanding:

e Read Original Texts: Many archives and online platforms offer access to
*The Red Record* and Wells’ other writings.

e Visit Museums and Memorials: Institutions like the National Museum of
African American History and Culture provide context on Wells’ life and
legacy.

e Engage with Documentaries and Biographies: Films and books about Wells
bring her story to life, highlighting her bravery and intellect.

e Support Racial Justice Organizations: Many modern groups continue the
work Wells began, fighting against systemic racism and violence.



Why Ida B. Wells’ Message Remains Relevant

Even over a century later, *ida b wells the red record* speaks to ongoing
struggles against racial violence and inequality. The issues Wells
confronted—racism, misinformation, and injustice-persist in various forms
today. Her example reminds us that confronting uncomfortable truths with
courage and clarity is essential to societal progress.

By studying Wells’ work, we not only honor her legacy but also gain valuable
lessons in persistence, integrity, and the power of informed activism. *The
Red Record* challenges each generation to look honestly at history and work
toward a more just future.

In revisiting *ida b wells the red record*, we uncover a story of resilience
and determination that continues to inspire those committed to human rights
and equality around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Red Record' by Ida B. Wells?

'The Red Record' is a pamphlet published in 1895 by Ida B. Wells that
documents and analyzes the widespread lynching of African Americans in the
United States, providing statistics and firsthand accounts to expose the
brutality and injustice of these acts.

Why is 'The Red Record' considered an important work
in American history?

‘The Red Record' is significant because it was one of the earliest and most
comprehensive efforts to document racial violence in America, challenging the
prevailing narratives and raising awareness about lynching as a tool of
racial oppression.

How did Ida B. Wells gather information for 'The Red
Record"'?

Ida B. Wells conducted extensive research by collecting newspaper reports,
interviewing witnesses and victims' families, and compiling statistical data
to provide a factual and powerful account of lynching incidents across the
United States.

What impact did 'The Red Record' have on the anti-



lynching movement?

'The Red Record' galvanized activists and organizations by providing
undeniable evidence of lynching atrocities, helping to mobilize public
opinion and lobby for anti-lynching legislation and civil rights reforms.

In what ways did 'The Red Record' challenge
contemporary beliefs about lynching?

The pamphlet refuted claims that lynching was a justified punishment for
crimes, particularly accusations of black men assaulting white women, by
revealing that many victims were targeted for economic competition, political
influence, or simply racial hatred.

How does 'The Red Record' reflect Ida B. Wells's
approach to activism?

‘The Red Record' exemplifies Wells's commitment to truth, thorough research,
and fearless advocacy, using detailed documentation and moral argumentation
to confront injustice and demand social change.

Where can one access 'The Red Record' today?

'The Red Record' is available through various digital archives, libraries,
and educational websites, including the Library of Congress and university
collections, allowing readers to study this historic document online or in
print.

Additional Resources

**Ida B. Wells and The Red Record: Unveiling the Brutality of Lynching in
America**

ida b wells the red record stands as a monumental work in the history of
American civil rights and investigative journalism. Authored by the
indomitable Ida B. Wells in 1895, this powerful pamphlet exposed the rampant
and systematic lynching of African Americans in the post-Reconstruction
United States. Wells, herself a fearless journalist and activist,
meticulously documented cases of racial violence, challenging the widespread
narratives that sought to justify such atrocities. Today, *The Red Record*
remains a critical reference for understanding the racial terror that plagued
America and the roots of the ongoing struggle for racial justice.

The Historical Context of The Red Record

In the late 19th century, lynching emerged as a brutal method of social



control, particularly in the Southern states. African Americans were targeted
under the guise of punishing alleged crimes, especially accusations of rape
or murder, often without evidence or due process. This era was marked by an
entrenched system of white supremacy, where legal institutions frequently
turned a blind eye or actively participated in these extrajudicial killings.

Ida B. Wells, born into slavery and later becoming a pioneering African
American journalist, found herself at the forefront of exposing these
injustices. Her investigation into lynching was not only a response to
personal tragedy-her close friends were among the victims—but also a
strategic effort to awaken public consciousness. *The Red Record* compiled
detailed statistics, eyewitness accounts, and legal critiques, making it one
of the earliest and most authoritative condemnations of lynching.

Purpose and Impact of The Red Record

Unlike many pamphlets of its time, *The Red Record* was driven by empirical
data and rigorous analysis. Wells challenged the commonly accepted rationale
that lynchings were reactions to criminal acts by African Americans,
particularly accusations of sexual assault. Instead, she revealed that these
acts of violence were often motivated by economic competition, political
intimidation, and sheer racial hatred.

The pamphlet was intended to influence both national and international
audiences. By disseminating *The Red Record* widely, Wells hoped to galvanize
anti-lynching activism and pressure lawmakers to enact federal protections
for African Americans. Though immediate legal reforms were limited, her work
laid the groundwork for future civil rights legislation.

Analyzing the Content and Methodology of The
Red Record

Ida B. Wells employed a pioneering investigative approach that combined
qualitative and quantitative methods. She gathered data from newspapers,
court records, and personal interviews, creating a comprehensive record of
lynching incidents across several states. This systematic documentation was
unprecedented at the time, particularly from an African American woman
journalist.

Statistical Evidence and Case Studies

*The Red Record* meticulously lists hundreds of lynching cases from 1892 to
1894 alone. Wells categorized these incidents by state, race of the victims,
alleged crimes, and circumstances. The statistics provided a stark picture:



the vast majority of lynching victims were Black men, and accusations of
rape—a common justification—accounted for only a fraction of the cases.

This empirical evidence was essential in debunking myths perpetuated by white
supremacists. Wells highlighted that many lynchings were retaliatory or aimed
at suppressing African American advancement, especially when Black
individuals challenged economic or political status quos.

Critical Examination of the Legal System

Beyond data collection, Wells scrutinized the complicity of legal
institutions. She pointed out the frequent failure of courts to prosecute
lynchers, thereby endorsing a culture of impunity. This lack of
accountability underscored the systemic nature of racial violence and the
urgent need for federal anti-lynching laws.

The Legacy and Relevance of Ida B. Wells and
The Red Record Today

Wells’s courage in producing *The Red Record* cannot be overstated. At a time
when speaking out against lynching could result in threats, violence, or
exile, she persisted in her activism. Her work inspired generations of
activists and remains a cornerstone in the study of racial violence and civil
rights history.

Comparisons with Contemporary Anti-Lynching Efforts

Despite Wells'’'s early efforts, federal anti-lynching legislation was
repeatedly blocked for decades, with the Dyer Anti-Lynching Bill of 1922
being one of the earliest attempts that ultimately failed. It was not until
the 21st century that the Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act was passed,
reflecting a long overdue acknowledgment of the historical impact of
lynching.

Modern movements against racial violence, such as Black Lives Matter, echo
the spirit of Wells’'s activism. *The Red Record* serves as a historical

foundation for understanding how racial terror has evolved and persists in
different forms.

Educational and Scholarly Importance

In academic circles, *The Red Record* is studied not only for its historical



content but also for its journalistic methodology. Wells'’s ability to combine
narrative storytelling with rigorous fact-finding set a precedent for
investigative journalism, especially in human rights reporting.

Her work is frequently cited in discussions about systemic racism, racial
violence, and the power of the written word to challenge injustice. For
educators, *The Red Record* offers a vital resource to help students grasp
the complexities of American racial history beyond sanitized textbook
versions.

Critical Perspectives on The Red Record

While *The Red Record* is widely celebrated, some historians critique its
limitations. The pamphlet focuses predominantly on Black male victims, which,
while reflective of the majority of lynching victims, overlooks the
experiences of Black women and other marginalized groups subjected to racial
violence. Additionally, Wells'’'s reliance on newspaper accounts from the era
means some data might have been influenced by the biases of the time.

Nevertheless, these critiques do not diminish the overall significance of
Wells’s work but rather highlight areas for further scholarly exploration.

Strengths and Challenges in Wells’s Approach

e Strengths: Groundbreaking use of data; fearless confrontation of racial
myths; clear moral and legal argumentation.

e Challenges: Limited scope in victim demographics; reliance on secondary
sources; contextual constraints of the 19th-century media landscape.

Despite these challenges, Wells’s *The Red Record* remains an unparalleled
contribution to American historiography and the fight for racial justice.

The enduring power of *The Red Record* lies not only in its documentation of
horrific crimes but in its challenge to silence and complicity. Ida B.
Wells’s legacy as a journalist and activist continues to inspire efforts to
confront systemic racism and advocate for human dignity.

Ida B Wells The Red Record
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ida b wells the red record: The Red Record 1da B. Wells, 2015-06-30 A shocking and powerful
account of lynching written by activist, journalist, and former slave Ida B. Wells In the postbellum
American South, lynching was a frightfully common occurrence, perpetrated so frequently that most
Southern politicians and leaders turned a blind eye to the practice. This vicious form of vigilante
justice was in truth a thinly veiled racist justification for murderous violence. In 1892 alone, more
than two hundred African Americans were lynched, with alleged offenses ranging from attempted
stock poisoning to insulting whites. The Red Record tabulates these scenes of brutality in clear,
objective statistics, allowing the horrifying facts to speak for themselves. Alongside the tally, author
Ida B. Wells describes actual occurrences of lynching, and enumerates the standard rationalizations
for these extrajudicial killings, her original intent for the pamphlet to shame and shock the apathetic
public—and spark change. This ebook has been professionally proofread to ensure accuracy and
readability on all devices.

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record (EasyRead Comfort Edition) Ida B. Wells-Barnett,
2019

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record by Ida B. Wells-Barnett Ida B. Wells-Barnett,
2020-11-04 The Red Record is a slice in time of the terrible history of lynching in the United States,
focused on the year 1894. Ida B. Wells-Barnett was an anti-lynching activist who went to white
newspaper accounts to gather a list of all documented lynchings during that year.

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record Ida B. Wells-Barnett, 2018-07-22

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record Ida B Wells, 2020-06-18 In the postbellum
American South, lynching was a frightfully common occurrence, perpetrated so frequently that most
Southern politicians and leaders turned a blind eye to the practice. This vicious form of vigilante
justice was in truth a thinly veiled racist justification for murderous violence. In 1892 alone, more
than two hundred African Americans were lynched, with alleged offenses ranging from attempted
stock poisoning to insulting whites. The Red Record tabulates these scenes of brutality in clear,
objective statistics, allowing the horrifying facts to speak for themselves. Alongside the tally, author
Ida B. Wells describes actual occurrences of lynching, and enumerates the standard rationalizations
for these extrajudicial killings, her original intent for the pamphlet to shame and shock the apathetic
public-and spark change

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record Ida B Wells, 2021-03-27 The red record; Ida B.
Wells-Barnett was an early figure in the civil rights movement. She was born into slavery. She
gained her freedom when the Emancipation Proclamation was declared. She suffered through
various hardships, and became a journalist. She investigated the horrors of lynching and proved that
it wasn't a tool of justice, but that it was a tool of terror and oppression.

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record (Annotated) Ida B Wells-Barnett, 2020-02-06
Differentiated book- It has a historical context with research of the time-Ida Bell Wells-Barnett was a
true champion in the fight for the preservation of human rights. His relentless public battle against
the injustices of Lynching won him more enemies than friends in his day, but today he is
remembered as a strong and tireless woman and a true American hero. If there is something that
moves me, it is the look of determination and determination of this incredible woman who has
touched me to know. Born in 1862 in Holly Springs, Mississippi, of parents who were slaves until
their release after the Civil War, strongly condemned American lynchings in the South. His work as
a teacher, journalist and human rights activist attracted worldwide attention to this brutality.She
was a community organizer and Grass leader as a precursor to the modern civil rights movement.
His inspiring story takes us from Memphis to Chicago, from Washington DC to England. From
Penning Editorials and Publishing The first exhibition on the horrors of lynching, The Red Record, to
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a tour of America and Europe as a speaker and demonstrator.

ida b wells the red record: Best Work of Ida B. Wells-Barnett: The Red Record and
Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All Its Phases Ida B. Wells-Barnett, 2024-09-06 Explore the
Unyielding Spirit of Justice with Wells-Barnett's Legacy: Exposing Injustice and Championing
Equality Prepare to be inspired by the fearless activism and unwavering commitment to justice of
Ida B. Wells-Barnett in this powerful 2 Ebook combo, featuring two seminal works on racial violence
and inequality. Book 1: The Red Record by Ida B. Wells-Barnett Uncover the harsh realities of racial
violence and discrimination in The Red Record. Ida B. Wells-Barnett fearlessly exposes the atrocities
of lynching in the post-Reconstruction South, documenting the brutal murders of African Americans
and the complicity of white supremacy. Through meticulous research and impassioned advocacy,
Wells-Barnett sheds light on the dark underbelly of American society and calls for an end to racial
violence. Book 2: Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All Its Phases by Ida B. Wells-Barnett Delve into
the depths of injustice and oppression in Southern Horrors, as Ida B. Wells-Barnett confronts the
scourge of lynching head-on. With unwavering courage and uncompromising resolve, Wells-Barnett
exposes the systemic racism and brutality that pervade the American South, challenging readers to
confront the harsh realities of lynching and the legacy of white supremacy. Immerse yourself in the
unyielding spirit of Ida B. Wells-Barnett, where every word is a call to action and every page is a
testament to the power of resistance and resilience. Will you stand on the side of justice and
equality, or will you turn a blind eye to the injustices that plague our society? Embark on a Journey
of Activism and Advocacy! As you delve into Wells-Barnett's Legacy, one question resonates: Can we
confront the injustices of the past and build a future rooted in equality and dignity for all? Join Ida B.
Wells-Barnett in her quest for justice and liberation, and become a part of the ongoing struggle for
racial equity and social change. Don't miss this extraordinary 2 Ebook combo - Your Path to
Advocacy and Empowerment Awaits!

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record Ida Wells-Barnett, 2013-04-04 Ida B.
Wells-Barnett's powerful anti-lynching treatise which details the gruesome and appalling racist
violence in the Southern United States in the 1890s, as well as mounting a strong and closely argued
denunciation of lynching, as well as revealing the complicity of the press in these terrible crimes
against humanity. Essential reading for anyone interested in the social history of the USA and the
experiences of African Americans.

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record and Other Essays Ida B Wells-Barnett, 2017-03-19
The Red Record and Other Essays is a collection of writing by Ida B. Wells-Barnett. Wells-Barnett
was an African-American activist, journalist, teacher, newspaper editor, a popular public speaker
and sociologist. Wells-Barnett was an early civil rights leader and one of the founders of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Included: The Red Record: Tabulated
Statistics and Alleged Causes of Lynching in the United States Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All
Its Phases Mob Rule in New Orleans: Robert Charles and his Fight to Death, The Story of his Life,
Burning Human Beings Alive, Other Lynching Statistics

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record Ida Wells-Barrett, 2022-02-15 An important
historical work, The Red Record is also a horrifying account of African American lynchings after the
Civil War. Black Americans lost their lives for such offenses as offending a white person in some
way, proposing marriage to a white woman, providing information to someone who asked,
introducing smallpox, conjuring, and/or writing a letter to a white woman. In some cases,
committing no offense at all (other than being Black) was also enough to trigger a lynching. The
pre-lynching tortures described in this book are nothing short of stomach-turning. Worst of all,
lynchings were a sort of town-wide, social event that even children attended. Many of them were
carried out prior to inquiries as to who actually committed the crime, and whether the crime had
actually been committed in the first place. After several incidents of lynching prior to judgement in
which the person had been found entirely innocent, town officials would exclaim something like,
Someone had to pay for the crime. In The Red Record, Ida Wells-Barnett provided a grim account of
the multiple historic failures of justice in the United States. Although her goal was to prevent more




of these travesties by educating the public about them, the practice of lynching continued into the
20th century.

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record 1da B. Wells-Barnett, 2009-07-17 Books for All
Kinds of Readers. ReadHowYouWant offers the widest selection of on-demand, accessible format
editions on the market today. Our 7 different sizes of EasyRead are optimized by increasing the font
size and spacing between the words and the letters. We partner with leading publishers around the
globe. Our goal is to have accessible editions simultaneously released with publishers' new books so
that all readers can have access to the books they want to read.

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record Ida Wells, 2020-05-23 The Red Record from Ida B.
Wells. Ida B. Wells, african-american journalist, newspaper editor, suffragist and sociologist.

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record Ida B. Wells-Barnett, 2018-11-10 The Red Record
by Ida B. Wells-BarnettDEAR MISS WELLS: Let me give you thanks for your faithful paper on the
lynch abomination now generally practiced against colored people in the South. There has been no
word equal to it in convincing power. I have spoken, but my word is feeble in comparison. You give
us what you know and testify from actual knowledge. You have dealt with the facts with cool,
painstaking fidelity, and left those naked and uncontradicted facts to speak for themselves. Brave
woman! you have done your people and mine a service which can neither be weighed nor measured.
If the American conscience were only half alive, if the American church and clergy were only half
Christianized, if American moral sensibility were not hardened by persistent infliction of outrage and
crime against colored people, a scream of horror, shame, and indignation would rise to Heaven
wherever your pamphlet shall be read. But alas! even crime has power to reproduce itself and create
conditions favorable to its own existence. It sometimes seems we are deserted by earth and
Heaven--yet we must still think, speak and work, and trust in the power of a merciful God for final
deliverance. Very truly and gratefully yours, FREDERICK DOUGLASS

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record;Tabulated Statistics & Alleged Causes of Lynching
in the United States - With Introductory Chapters by Irvine Garland Penn and T. Thomas Fortune Ida
B Wells-Barnett, 2021-06-24 Ida Bell Wells-Barnett records statistics concerning instances of
lynching and offers vivid descriptions of the extrajudicial killings in an attempt to galvanise the
public into action and put an end to such horrifying practices.

ida b wells the red record: A Red Record 1da B. Wells-Barnett, 1895

ida b wells the red record: Radical History Review: Volume 52 Barbara Smith, 1992-11-12
This is volume 52 of the Radical History Review series. It deals specifically with new directions in
gender history and the history of sexuality.

ida b wells the red record: The Red Record Ida B Wells-Barnett, 2020-02-07 Ida B.
Wells-Barnett was an early figure in the civil rights movement. She was born into slavery. She
gained her freedom when the Emancipation Proclamation was declared. She suffered through
various hardships, and became a journalist. She investigated the horrors of lynching and proved that
it wasn't a tool of justice, but that it was a tool of terror and oppression.

ida b wells the red record: Southern Horrors Ida B Wells, 2021-09-28 Southern Horrors
(1892) is a pamphlet by Ida B. Wells. Published several months after a white mob destroyed the
office of her prominent Memphis newspaper, the Free Speech, Southern Horrors is an impassioned
work of investigative journalism and political criticism from a leading activist of the nineteenth
century. Nobody in this section of the country believes the old thread-bare lie that Negro men rape
white women. If Southern white men are not careful, they will overreach themselves and public
sentiment will have a reaction; a conclusion will then be reached which will be very damaging to the
moral reputation of their women. After publishing these words in a May 1892 edition of the Memphis
Free Speech, Ida B. Wells left for a brief vacation in New York--no doubt inspired by the numerous
threats made against her life at the time. In her absence, a mob of white men destroyed the
newspaper's office, leaving no trace of her extensive research on the last half century of violence
perpetrated against African Americans in the name of white supremacy. Undeterred, Wells
published Southern Horrors just months later, combining personal reflections on the incident with




daring investigative reporting on the widespread practice of lynching in the American South. With a
beautifully designed cover and professionally typeset manuscript, this edition of Ida B. Wells'
Southern Horrors is a classic of African American literature reimagined for modern readers.

ida b wells the red record: Breaking the Gender Code Georgina Hickey, 2023-12-12 A
history of the activism that made public spaces in American cities more accessible to women. From
the closing years of the nineteenth century, women received subtle—and not so subtle—messages
that they shouldn’t be in public. Or, if they were, that they were not safe. Breaking the Gender Code
tells the story of both this danger narrative and the resistance to it. Historian Georgina Hickey
investigates challenges to the code of urban gender segregation in the twentieth century, focusing
on organized advocacy to make the public spaces of American cities accessible to women. She traces
waves of activism from the Progressive Era, with its calls for public restrooms, safe and accessible
transportation, and public accommodations, through and beyond second-wave feminism, and its
focus on the creation of alternative, women-only spaces and extensive anti-violence efforts. In doing
so, Hickey explores how gender segregation intertwined with other systems of social control, as well
as how class, race, and sexuality shaped activists' agendas and women's experiences of urban space.
Drawing connections between the vulnerability of women in public spaces, real and presumed, and
contemporary debates surrounding rape culture, bathroom bills, and domestic violence, Hickey
unveils both the strikingly successful and the incomplete initiatives of activists who worked to open
up public space to women.
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