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With Rommel in the Desert: Exploring the Legacy of the Desert Fox

With Rommel in the desert, one embarks on a journey not only through the vast, sweeping sands of North
Africa but also through one of the most fascinating chapters of military history. Erwin Rommel, famously
known as the "Desert Fox," carved a reputation that endures in both historical study and popular culture.
His campaigns during World War II in the harsh environment of the Sahara Desert reveal a complex
picture of strategy, leadership, and the brutal realities of desert warfare. This article delves deep into the
story of Rommel’s exploits, the tactics he employed, and the enduring significance of his North African

campaign.

The Man Behind the Legend: Who Was Erwin Rommel?

Before diving into the battles and strategies, it’s important to understand the man whose name became
synonymous with desert warfare. Erwin Rommel was a German field marshal whose military career
spanned both World Wars. Unlike many of his contemporaries, Rommel earned respect from both allies

and enemies due to his tactical ingenuity and chivalrous conduct in battle.

Rommel’s early military service in World War I set the foundation for his rapid rise through the ranks.
However, it was his command of the Afrika Korps during World War II that truly cemented his legacy.
His ability to adapt to the unforgiving desert conditions and his innovative tactics earned him the nickname

“Desert Fox,” a nod to his cunning and elusive maneuvers.

With Rommel in the Desert: The North African Campaign

The North African campaign was a crucial theater in World War II, shaping the course of the conflict in
the Mediterranean. Rommel’s presence in the desert was marked by a series of rapid advances and retreats,

characterized by his mastery of mobile warfare and use of armored divisions.

Challenges of Desert Warfare

Operating in the desert posed unique challenges that tested the limits of any military commander. The
extreme heat, lack of water, and vast expanses of open terrain created logistical nightmares and demanded

innovative solutions.



e Supply Lines: Maintaining supply lines over hundreds of miles of desert was a constant challenge.
Rommel often found himself stretched thin, relying on speed and surprise to offset logistical

constraints.

¢ Terrain and Weather: The flat, barren landscape offered little cover, making concealment difficult,

while sandstorms could disrupt visibility and equipment functionality.

¢ Morale and Endurance: Soldiers had to endure not only enemy fire but also the harsh environmental

conditions that tested physical and mental resilience.

Rommel’s ability to navigate these obstacles was a testament to his tactical brilliance and his understanding

of the desert’s unforgiving nature.

Key Battles and Strategies

Rommel’s campaigns featured several iconic battles that demonstrated his tactical flexibility and aggressive

approach.

« Battle of Gazala (1942): This battle showcased Rommel’s use of flanking maneuvers to outwit the
British Eighth Army. Despite being outnumbered, his forces encircled and defeated the Allies,
forcing a retreat to Egypt.

* Siege of Tobruk: Rommel’s attempts to capture the strategic port of Tobruk were marked by intense
fighting. Although initially unsuccessful, his persistent pressure eventually led to the port’s fall,
disrupting Allied supply routes.

¢ El Alamein: Often regarded as the turning point in the desert campaign, the battles at El Alamein

saw Rommel’s advance halted by a well-prepared and reinforced British army, leading to his

eventual retreat.

Rommel’s emphasis on speed, surprise attacks, and adaptability allowed him to punch above his weight,

often facing larger and better-equipped forces.

Leadership Style: What Made Rommel Different?

One of the most intriguing aspects of being with Rommel in the desert was witnessing his leadership style



firsthand. Unlike many commanders who remained distant from their troops, Rommel was known for his

hands-on approach and close interaction with his soldiers.

Leading from the Front

Rommel frequently positioned himself near the frontlines, inspiring his troops through personal courage

and visibility. This leadership style helped build morale and fostered loyalty among his men.

Innovative Tactics and Flexibility

Rommel’s willingness to deviate from rigid military doctrines and embrace unconventional tactics made
him a formidable opponent. He was quick to exploit enemy weaknesses and adapt to changing battlefield

conditions, which was especially vital in the unpredictable desert environment.

Respect for Opponents

Despite being a fierce adversary, Rommel earned respect for his chivalrous conduct. He often treated
prisoners humanely and adhered to a code of honor, which contributed to his lasting reputation as a

“gentleman warrior.”

The Legacy of With Rommel in the Desert

Rommel’s campaigns left an indelible mark on military history and strategy. His approach to desert warfare
continues to be studied in military academies around the world, and his legacy is reflected in both historical

scholarship and popular media.

Lessons in Mobility and Logistics

One of the key takeaways from Rommel’s desert campaigns is the importance of mobility and logistics in
modern warfare. His success depended not just on firepower, but on the ability to move swiftly and

maintain supply lines under extreme conditions.



Impact on World War II and Beyond

Though ultimately defeated, Rommel’s North African campaign delayed Allied plans and tied down
significant resources. His actions influenced subsequent Allied strategies and contributed to the broader

understanding of mechanized warfare.

Cultural and Historical Influence

Rommel’s persona has inspired countless books, films, and documentaries, often portraying him as the
archetype of a brilliant and honorable soldier. This cultural portrayal helps keep the story of the desert

campaigns alive, engaging new generations in the study of World War II history.

Experiencing the Desert Today: Tracing Rommel’s Footsteps

For history enthusiasts and travelers alike, visiting the North African deserts where Rommel’s campaigns

unfolded offers a unique glimpse into the past.

Historical Sites and Battlefields

Many of the key battlefields, such as El Alamein and Tobruk, have been preserved as historical sites.
Museums and memorials provide insight into the events and personal stories of those who fought in the

desert.

Guided Tours and Educational Trips

Several tour operators specialize in World War II history tours in North Africa. These trips often include
visits to bunkers, tank wrecks, and strategic points, allowing visitors to better understand the terrain and

conditions faced by Rommel and his troops.

Tips for Travelers

¢ Plan for extreme weather: The desert can be scorching during the day and cold at night, so pack

accordingly.



¢ Respect local cultures and regulations, especially when visiting military sites.

¢ Consider hiring knowledgeable guides who can provide historical context and ensure a safe

experience.

Exploring the desert with Rommel’s legacy in mind is not only an adventure but a profound educational

experience.

With Rommel in the desert, one gains a richer perspective on the complexities of war, leadership, and
survival in one of the most challenging environments on Earth. His story serves as a reminder of human
ingenuity and resilience under pressure, continuing to captivate historians, military enthusiasts, and

travelers alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is "'With Rommel in the Desert' about?

"With Rommel in the Desert' is a memoir by Lieutenant-Colonel Desmond Young that recounts his
experiences serving under Field Marshal Erwin Rommel during the North African Campaign in World
War IL

Who was Desmond Young, the author of "With Rommel in the Desert'?

Desmond Young was a British officer and author who served in the British Army during World War II

and later wrote several books, including "'With Rommel in the Desert,' based on his wartime experiences.

What perspective does "With Rommel in the Desert' provide on Erwin

Rommel?

"With Rommel in the Desert' offers a unique perspective from a captured British officer who admired
Rommel's leadership and tactics, presenting a somewhat respectful and humanizing portrayal of the
German Field Marshal.

When was 'With Rommel in the Desert' first published?

'"With Rommel in the Desert' was first published in 1942 during World War IL



How accurate is "With Rommel in the Desert' as a historical source?

While "With Rommel in the Desert' provides valuable firsthand insights, it is also subjective and reflects
the author's personal views and experiences, so it should be supplemented with other historical sources for

a comprehensive understanding.

What role did Rommel play in the North African Campaign described in
"With Rommel in the Desert'?

Erwin Rommel was the commander of the German Afrika Korps and a central figure in the North African

Campaign, known for his tactical brilliance and leadership in desert warfare, as detailed in the book.

Does "With Rommel in the Desert' include descriptions of specific battles?

Yes, the book includes detailed accounts of key battles in the North African desert, such as those around

Tobruk and El Alamein, highlighting the challenges and strategies involved.

Why is "With Rommel in the Desert' considered an important work
about World War II?

It provides a rare viewpoint from an Allied officer who interacted closely with Rommel, offering insights

into the enemy's tactics and personality during a critical campaign of World War II.

Has "With Rommel in the Desert' influenced popular perceptions of

Rommel?

Yes, the book contributed to the image of Rommel as a skilled and honorable commander, influencing both

historical and popular narratives about his role in the war.

Are there any adaptations or media inspired by "With Rommel in the
Desert"?

While there are no direct film adaptations of the book, its portrayal of Rommel and desert warfare has

influenced various documentaries and films depicting the North African Campaign.

Additional Resources

With Rommel in the Desert: An Analytical Review of the Desert Campaigns and Their Legacy

With Rommel in the desert, one immediately conjures images of relentless sun, endless sands, and the



strategic brilliance of one of World War II's most enigmatic military leaders. Field Marshal Erwin Rommel,
often dubbed the "Desert Fox," has long been a subject of fascination for historians, military analysts, and
enthusiasts alike. His North African campaigns during World War II remain a compelling study of

leadership, tactics, and the harsh realities of desert warfare.

The Strategic Landscape of the North African Desert Campaigns

The North African theatre of World War II was unique in its geography, climate, and logistical challenges.
The vast deserts stretching from Libya to Egypt formed a battleground where mobility and supply lines
were as critical as firepower. Rommel’s leadership in this harsh environment showcases his innovative

approach to desert warfare, emphasizing speed, surprise, and adaptability.

Rommel’s campaigns primarily involved the Afrika Korps, a German expeditionary force deployed to
support Italian troops struggling against the British Commonwealth forces. His initial successes, including
the capture of Tobruk in 1942, demonstrated a mastery of desert maneuver warfare, which contrasted
sharply with the more static trench warfare seen on other fronts. However, the desert’s unforgiving

conditions and stretched supply routes continuously tested his operational capabilities.

Rommel’s Tactical Innovations and Challenges

Rommel’s tactics in the desert were characterized by aggressive, mobile warfare that leveraged the vast
open spaces to outmaneuver enemy forces. His use of combined arms—integrating tanks, infantry, artillery,
and air support—allowed him to exploit weaknesses in Allied defenses effectively. Notably, his emphasis on

rapid advances and encirclement maneuvers earned him a reputation for unpredictability.

Despite these strengths, Rommel faced significant logistical hurdles. Desert warfare demanded constant
resupply of fuel, ammunition, and provisions across hundreds of miles of barren terrain. The British Royal
Navy and Air Force’s control of the Mediterranean Sea severely disrupted Axis supply chains, often
limiting Rommel’s operational reach. This logistical bottleneck is widely considered a crucial factor that

prevented the Axis powers from capitalizing fully on tactical victories.

Comparative Analysis: Rommel Versus Allied Commanders

Analyzing the desert campaigns involves not only examining Rommel’s strategies but also comparing them
to those of his adversaries, such as British commanders General Bernard Montgomery and Lieutenant
General Richard O'Connor. Montgomery’s eventual victory at the Second Battle of El Alamein in late 1942

marked a turning point, showcasing a more methodical and resource-backed approach to desert warfare.



‘While Rommel excelled in offensive, fast-paced maneuvers, Montgomery’s strength lay in meticulous
planning, consolidation of supply lines, and attritional warfare. This contrast highlights the broader strategic
dilemma in desert combat: balancing rapid advances with sustainable logistics. Rommel’s boldness often

risked overextension, whereas Montgomery’s caution prioritized long-term success over immediate gains.

Environmental Factors and Their Impact on Desert Warfare

The North African desert imposed severe environmental stresses on both men and machines.
Temperatures soaring above 40°C (104°F) during the day and plummeting at night affected troop
endurance and equipment reliability. Sand infiltration damaged engines and weapons, while scarce water

resources challenged medical and hygiene standards.

Rommel’s ability to maintain troop morale under such conditions was notable. He was known for sharing
hardships with his soldiers, often driving frontline vehicles and personally overseeing operations.
However, environmental attrition was a constant and indiscriminate adversary, exacerbating the already

difficult tactical and logistical challenges.

Legacy and Historical Significance of Rommel’s Desert Campaigns

The campaigns “with Rommel in the desert” have left a lasting legacy in military history and popular
culture. Rommel’s leadership style—marked by courage, innovation, and a degree of respect for his
enemies—has been studied extensively in military academies worldwide. His operations offer lessons in

adaptive leadership and the importance of logistics in warfare.

However, historical perspectives have evolved, with some scholars critiquing Rommel’s overreliance on
bold maneuvers at the expense of strategic prudence. Additionally, the political context of his service under

the Nazi regime complicates his legacy, prompting nuanced assessments of his role in the broader conflict.

Modern Interpretations and Media Portrayals

Rommel’s persona has been immortalized in numerous books, documentaries, and films. These portrayals
often focus on his tactical genius and chivalry, sometimes glossing over the darker aspects of the Axis war
effort. This romanticized image has contributed to the enduring fascination with the Desert Fox but also

calls for critical engagement with the historical record.

Military strategists continue to analyze Rommel’s desert campaigns to extract insights into maneuver
warfare, command decision-making under pressure, and the interplay between technology and

environment. The desert battles remain a case study in how terrain and climate shape military operations.



Key Features of Desert Warfare Exemplified by Rommel’s
Campaigns

Mobility and Speed: Essential for exploiting open desert terrain and achieving tactical surprise.

Logistical Complexity: Supply line vulnerability often dictated operational success or failure.

Combined Arms Coordination: Integration of tank units, infantry, artillery, and air support was

crucial.

¢ Environmental Adaptation: Managing extreme temperatures and terrain challenges influenced

equipment and tactics.

¢ Psychological Warfare: Rommel’s leadership boosted morale and leveraged psychological impact on

opposing forces.

Understanding these features helps contextualize the broader challenges and achievements “with Rommel
in the desert,” shedding light on why these campaigns remain pivotal in the study of World War II
military history.

The narrative of Rommel’s desert engagements is neither one of unmitigated triumph nor simple defeat
but a complex interplay of tactical brilliance, environmental adversity, and strategic constraints. His
campaigns underscore the unpredictable nature of warfare in extreme conditions and continue to inspire

both admiration and critical reflection among historians and military professionals.
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Army had focused exclusively on preparations needed to wage war in continental Europe. The threat
of an Italian collapse in North Africa in early 1941, however, prompted Hitler to aid his ally by
sending an armored blocking force to Libya. Not content to merely thwart the British from capturing
Tripoli, Lieutenant-General Erwin Rommel harried his inexperienced expeditionary force eastward
towards the Nile Delta. With Rommel in the Desert presents a pictorial narrative of the unfolding
conflict from the arrival of the Deutsches Afrikakorps until Rommel's departure from the battlefield
in March 1943. These rare wartime photographs show daily life in the desert war, with its shifting
fortunes and unique challenges. Primarily viewed from the perspective of ordinary combatants, this
is their personal record of serving with Rommel in the desert.

with rommel in the desert: With Rommel in the Desert. [With Plates, Including
Portraits, and Maps.]. Hans Werner Schmidt, 1951

with rommel in the desert: With Rommel in the Desert, 1967

with rommel in the desert: Rommel's Desert Commanders Samuel W. Mitcham, 2008-07-07
New perspective on the most famous campaign of the legendary Desert Fox Details on the
contributions and animosities of Rommel's subordinates Includes accounts of Tobruk, Gazala, El
Alamein, and other battles In Libya and Egypt in 1941 and 1942, German Field Marshal Erwin
Rommel achieved immortality as the Desert Fox, battling and usually defeating numerically superior
enemies. Until now, historians have generally overlooked the talented cast of characters who
supported Rommel during this campaign. Distinguished military historian Samuel Mitcham recounts
the battles of the Afrika Korps through the men who served Rommel as staff officers and
commanders of divisions, regiments, and battalions--soldiers like Ludwig Cruwell and Walter
Nehring, two of World War II's best panzer commanders, and Ernst-Gunther Baade, who wore a kilt
and carried a broadsword into battle.

with rommel in the desert: Rommel's Desert War Martin Kitchen, 2009-09-03 At the height of
his power in January 1941 Hitler made the fateful decision to send troops to North Africa to save the
beleaguered Italian army from defeat. Martin Kitchen's masterful history of the Axis campaign
provides a fundamental reassessment of the key battles of 1941-3, Rommel's generalship, and the
campaign's place within the broader strategic context of the war. He shows that the British were
initially helpless against the operational brilliance of Rommel's Panzer divisions. However Rommel's
initial successes and refusal to follow orders committed the Axis to a campaign well beyond their
means. Without the reinforcements or supplies he needed to deliver a knockout blow, Rommel was
forced onto the defensive and Hitler's Mediterranean strategy began to unravel. The result was the
loss of an entire army which together with defeat at Stalingrad signalled a decisive shift in the
course of the war.

with rommel in the desert: Rommel's Desert War Samuel W. Mitcham, 2007-08-16 The most
famous battles of one of World War II's most legendary commanders. Told largely from Rommel's
perspective, using his papers and letters.

with rommel in the desert: Leadership In The Shenandoah Valley And North Africa: Historical
Studies In Mission Command Major Colin P. Mahle, 2015-11-06 Mission command, as outlined in
Army Doctrine Reference Publication (ADRP) 6-0, Mission Command, is the contemporary
philosophy through which army commanders combine mission, intent, and subordinate initiative to
win in unified land operations. Though not known to them as mission command, prominent leaders
such as Field Marshal Erwin Rommel and Major General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson used similar
concepts. This study specifically examines how these leaders employed three of the six principles
outlined in current mission command doctrine. They are: (1) build cohesive teams through mutual
trust, (2) exercise disciplined initiative, and (3) provide a clear commander’s intent. Determining the
methods that these commanders employed during their celebrated campaigns through the
framework of mission command highlights characteristics that will benefit military leaders at all
levels. The linkages between these historical campaigns and current mission command philosophy
are the focus of this study.

with rommel in the desert: Rommel's Afrika Korps in Colour Ian Spring, Anthony



Tucker-Jones, 2023-07-30 A marvellous collection of original wartime colour photos...For both
historians and modellers, the variations in uniforms and their colours will be a great reference... —
Military Model Scene Take a visual journey through North Africa during the Second World War with
Anthony Tucker-Jones and Ian Spring as they chart the path of Erwin Rommel and his Afrika Korps
through a series of stunning, rare color photographs. Taken from Ian Spring’s incredible digital
archive of over 32,000 original color photographs dated between 1936 and 1946, more than 250
images in Rommel’s Afrika Korps In Color offer readers a vivid, detailed insight into this German
expeditionary force and their long North African Campaign. Fascinating color photographs of
German soldiers, weaponry, tanks and aircraft fill these pages, and are balanced by the equally
captivating and rare photographs of the people and the landscapes of North Africa. Renowned
author and military historian Anthony Tucker-Jones’ remarkable text accompanies lan Spring’s
collection of rare photographs, together making for a highly informative and utterly engrossing read.
Rommel’s Afrika Korps In Color affords readers a new way of reading and learning about one of the
most unique campaigns in the Second World War, and will stay with them long after they turn the
final page.

with rommel in the desert: EI Alamein Bryn Hammond, 2012-06-20 El Alamein, Britain's
victory in the deserts of North Africa in 1942, was the first major reversal of fortunes for Hitler's
Third Reich. Before the Battle of El Alamein in 1942, the British had never won a major battle on
land against the Germans; nor indeed had anyone else. Drawing on a remarkable array of first-hand
accounts, this book reveals the personal experiences of those on the frontline and provides
fascinating details of how the war was actually fought. It also includes analysis of the strategic
decisions made by the generals. El Alamein is the story of exactly how a seemingly beaten and
demoralized army turned near-defeat into victory in a little over four months of protracted and
bloody fighting in the harsh North African desert.

with rommel in the desert: Great Warrior Leaders/thinkers , 1994

with rommel in the desert: Death of the Wehrmacht Robert Michael Citino, 2007 A deft,
lively, and highly readable history of the demise of the German way of war. As the allies found an
antidote to the shock and awe approach of the Wehrmacht, the once mighty German army
underwent an epic fall from remarkable operational victories to crushing operational defeats, forced
to take on a defensive stance in a war it could never win.

with rommel in the desert: Tobruk's Easter Battle 1941 John H. G. Mackenzie-Smith, 2011
The initial Australian and British victory over Rommels Afrika Korps on Easter Monday 1941 at
Tobruk was Germanys first defeat in World War II. Incongruously the vital actions of Queenslands
2-15 Battalion on that day have been generally ignored. For the first time, this investigation places
that lost body of infantrymen nearly four miles from the outer perimeter near El Adem crossroads.
There they were dug in around two gallant Royal Horse Artillery batteries, which incurred heavy
losses in turning around a concerted Panzer attack. In that battle the 2-15 A Company delivered the
final blow to the accompanying German infantry, led by the formerly invincible Lt Colonel Gustav
Ponath who was killed in the field. This ably researched and intriguing episode redresses the brave
2-15s subsequent sense of injustice.

with rommel in the desert: Out of the Rat Trap Max Reisch, 2013-04-01 For the Austrian
Max Reisch, pioneer international motorist and writer of the 1930s, the Second World War offers yet
more opportunities for adventure. Here is his lively account of his time with a vehicle maintenance
unit of Rommel's legendary Afrikakorps in Libya, Egypt and Tunisia. On forays into the desert at the
wheel of a captured Jeep, searching out wrecked vehicles for spare parts, he visits the fabulous oasis
of Siwa and digs his way out of the sinister minefield of Mingar Qaim. Seeing German defeat as
inevitable, Reisch hatches several escape plans and finally, with no experience of the sea, acquires a
dilapidated fishing boat and some rudimentary navigation skills. He avoids capture at Tunis and,
despite damage to the boat, sets sail for Sicily together with seven comrades (and one small dog).
Running the blockade of Allied warships and weathering a sudden storm, his motley crew succeeds
against the odds. Out of the Rat Trap is a rare and fascinating insight into the Afrikakorps and an



entertaining account of a daring escape from the Allies in the Western Desert.

with rommel in the desert: Rommel’s Desert Campaigns, February 1941-September
1942: A Study In Operational Level Weakness [Illustrated Edition] Major Donald E. Kirkland,
2014-08-15 Includes the War in North Africa Illustration Pack - 112 photos/illustrations and 21
maps. This study is a historical analysis to determine why Rommel’s tactical success on the
battlefield could not accomplish strategic objectives in North Africa. Rommel’s operations are
reviewed from his arrival in North Africa in February 1941 through his last offensive to destroy the
British Eighth Army at Alamein in August-September 1942. The study compares his ability to
conduct tactical operations with his apparent inability to plan and execute actions at the operational
level of war. Rommel’s problems with operational planning are addressed within the scope of
campaign planning principles set forth in FM 100-5, Operations, (Final Draft). His planning is
expressly judged on how he shaped his operational plans by using the concepts of aims, resources,
constraints, and restrictions to conform to strategic guidance. Rommel’s tactical execution is
contrasted with his operational performance. This comparison is based on the AirLand Battle tenets
of agility, initiative, depth, and synchronization. The study concludes that Rommel’s failure lies in
planning operations that exceeded his resources and conducting needless operations that resulted in
the loss of the initiative at the decisive point. Rommel’s plans exceeded the strategic objectives
desired by the theater strategists. His execution was ultimately defeated by his quest for tactical
victories without regard to how they contributed to achieving campaign objectives. Rommel’s
weakness at the operational level led to failure to sequence tactical victories to achieve campaign
goals. This failure illustrates the importance of understanding how operational art orchestrates
tactical activities to achieve strategic objectives within a theater of operations.

with rommel in the desert: From Tobruk to Tunis Neal Dando, 2016-04-21 This book focuses
on the extent to which the physical terrain features across Egypt, Libya and Tunisia affected British
operations throughout the campaign in North Africa during the Second World War. One main theme
of the work analyses the terrain from the operational and tactical perspective and argues that the
landscape features heavily influenced British operations and should now be considered alongside
other standard military factors. The work differs from previous studies in that it considers these
additional factors for the entire campaign until the Axis surrender in May 1943. Until now it has
been widely assumed that much of the Western Desert coastal plateau was a broadly level, open
region in which mobile armored operations were paramount. However this work concentrates on the
British operations to show they were driven by the need to capture and hold key features across
each successive battlefield. At the operational level planning was led by the need to hold key ground
across Libya and especially the province of Cyrenaica during the crucial middle period of the
campaign. A secondary theme of the work argues that British forces began to improvise certain
tactical doctrines, which altered the early practice of combined arms assaults into one of the
Infantry and Armored formations fighting largely separated battles until the autumn of 1942. Other
developments in doctrine which were affected by the terrain included the practice of unit dispersal
to hold key ground and the use of temporary units such as Jock columns to harass and engage the
enemy. The two themes are inter-linked and contribute fresh insights to the debate on British
methods of warfare. The author has consulted key primary documents, reports, war diaries and
published memoirs, from major UK archives and compared these with the campaign historiography
to develop the main themes of the work. These include the National Archives, the Churchill Archives
Center, the Liddell-Hart Center for Military History, the National Army Museum, John Rylands
Center, Imperial War Museum at London and Duxford and London and the Tank Museum Archives at
Bovington. The sources include unit war diaries, after action reports, along with many of the key
published and some unpublished memoirs. His text is supported by 24 pages of specially
commissioned color maps.

with rommel in the desert: Rommel's Desert Commanders Samuel W. Mitcham ]Jr.,
2007-02-28 Perhaps the most famous and admired soldier to fight in World War II was Field Marshal
Erwin Rommel, who achieved immortality as the Desert Fox. Rommel's first field command during



the war was the 7th Panzer Division—also known as the Ghost Division—which he led in France in
1940. During this campaign, the 7th Panzer suffered more casualties than any other division in the
German Army, at the same time inflicting a disproportionate number of casualties upon the enemy.
It took 97,486 prisoners, captured 458 tanks and armored vehicles, 277 field guns, 64 anti-tank guns
and 4,000 to 5,000 trucks. It captured or destroyed hundreds of tons of other military equipment,
shot down 52 aircraft, destroyed 15 more aircraft on the ground, and captured 12 additional planes.
It destroyed the French 1st Armored Division and the 4th North African Division, punched through
the Maginot Line extension near Sivry, and checked the largest Allied counteroffensive of the
campaign at Arras. When France surrendered, the Ghost Division was within 200 miles of the
Spanish border. No doubt about it—Rommel had proven himself a great military leader who was
capable of greater things. His next command, in fact, would be the Afrika Korps, where the legend of
the Desert Fox was born. Rommel had a great deal of help in France—much more than his published
papers suggest. His staff officers and company, battalion, and regimental commanders were an
extremely capable collection of military leaders that included 12 future generals (two of them SS),
and two colonels who briefly commanded panzer divisions but never reached general rank. They also
included Colonel Erich von Unger, who would no doubt have become a general had he not been
killed in action while commanding a motorized rifle brigade on the Eastern Front in 1941, as well as
Karl Hanke, a Nazi gauleiter who later succeeded Heinrich Himmler as the last Reichsfuehrer-SS.
No historian has ever recognized the talented cast of characters who supported the Desert Fox in
1940. No one has ever attempted to tell their stories. This book remedies that deficiency.

with rommel in the desert: Rommel’s Desert Army Martin Windrow, 1976-06-15 The desert
war produced commanders of dash and originality on both sides and the memory of the German
commanding general, Erwin Rommel, has endured as the epitome of skill, daring and soldierly
integrity. His victories in World War II were brilliant until he was bested by poor health, lack of
reinforcements and an opposing commander who was his equal. The contribution of his various
troops is detailed in a full order of battle which includes his veteran Afrika Korps and Italian allies,
and their uniforms are shown in full color artwork.

with rommel in the desert: Great Military Leaders William T. Worthington, 2002 Great
Military Leaders - A Bibliography with Vignettes
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