
bury my heart in wounded knee
Bury My Heart in Wounded Knee: A Deep Dive into History, Literature, and Legacy

bury my heart in wounded knee is a phrase that resonates deeply with the history and
struggles of Native American peoples. It originates from the poignant and powerful book
by Dee Brown, which chronicles the systematic displacement and suffering of Native
American tribes during the westward expansion of the United States. This phrase
encapsulates a tragic chapter in American history, symbolizing loss, resilience, and the
ongoing quest for recognition and justice.

In this article, we’ll explore the origins of the phrase, the historical context behind it, the
impact of Dee Brown’s influential work, and the cultural significance it holds today.
Whether you’re a history enthusiast, a student, or simply curious about this pivotal topic,
this guide offers insights into the story behind "Bury My Heart in Wounded Knee" and why
it remains relevant.

The Origins of "Bury My Heart in Wounded Knee"

The phrase "bury my heart in wounded knee" is closely associated with the Wounded Knee
Massacre of 1890, one of the most tragic events in Native American history. It refers to a
brutal confrontation between the U.S. Army and the Lakota Sioux tribe in South Dakota,
where hundreds of Native Americans, including women and children, were killed.

The Wounded Knee Massacre: A Historical Overview

The massacre took place on December 29, 1890, near Wounded Knee Creek. It was the
culmination of years of tension fueled by broken treaties, forced relocations, and cultural
suppression inflicted on Native American tribes. The U.S. government sought to quell the
Ghost Dance movement, a spiritual awakening among the Lakota that was seen as a
threat.

The tragic event marked not only the loss of lives but also symbolized the end of armed
Native American resistance in the West. The massacre has since become a powerful
symbol of injustice and the devastating impact of colonization on indigenous peoples.

Dee Brown’s Groundbreaking Book

In 1970, Dee Brown published "Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee," a groundbreaking
historical account that brought widespread attention to the plight of Native Americans
during the 19th century. Unlike many previous histories, Brown’s narrative gave voice to
Native perspectives, detailing the forced removals, broken treaties, and violent
confrontations faced by indigenous tribes.



The book’s title is derived from a speech by Lakota leader Red Cloud, expressing the pain
and sorrow of his people. Brown’s meticulous research and compelling storytelling helped
change the way American history was taught and understood, highlighting the importance
of acknowledging this painful chapter.

The Cultural and Historical Significance

Understanding the phrase "bury my heart in wounded knee" involves more than just
knowing the historical event; it means recognizing its broader cultural and social
implications.

A Symbol of Resistance and Remembrance

Over time, Wounded Knee has become a symbol of Native American resistance against
oppression. It reminds us of the resilience of indigenous peoples who, despite centuries of
hardship, continue to fight for their rights, sovereignty, and cultural preservation.

The phrase also serves as a call to remember the past honestly. Acknowledging the
atrocities committed is essential to fostering reconciliation and building a more inclusive
future.

Impact on Native American Identity and Activism

The legacy of Wounded Knee extends into modern activism. The 1973 Wounded Knee
Incident, where members of the American Indian Movement (AIM) occupied the site to
protest government policies, demonstrates the ongoing struggle for justice.

"Bury My Heart in Wounded Knee" has inspired generations of activists, artists, and
scholars who seek to elevate Native voices and address historical wrongs. It’s a reminder
that the fight for indigenous rights is ongoing and deeply rooted in history.

Exploring the Book’s Themes and Influence

Dee Brown’s work is more than a historical recount; it’s a profound exploration of themes
such as betrayal, cultural loss, and survival.

Highlighting Broken Treaties and Government Betrayal

One of the most striking aspects of Brown’s narrative is the detailed documentation of
treaties made and broken by the U.S. government. These betrayals led to the displacement
of many tribes and the erosion of their traditional ways of life.



This theme resonates strongly in discussions about indigenous rights today, as many
Native communities continue to fight for treaty enforcement and land rights.

The Human Cost of Expansionism

The book doesn’t just focus on political events; it also delves into the human stories behind
the historical facts. Personal accounts, tribal oral histories, and vivid descriptions bring to
life the immense suffering and courage of Native Americans.

These stories help readers understand the emotional and cultural toll of colonization,
making the history deeply personal and impactful.

Why "Bury My Heart in Wounded Knee" Still
Matters Today

The relevance of "bury my heart in wounded knee" extends far beyond history books. It
serves as a powerful reminder of the need for empathy, education, and justice.

Education and Awareness

Incorporating Native American history into education is crucial for fostering
understanding and respect. Brown’s book has been instrumental in prompting educators
to present a more balanced view of American history, highlighting indigenous perspectives
often overlooked.

By learning about events like the Wounded Knee Massacre, students and readers gain
insight into the complexities of America’s past and the ongoing impact on Native
communities.

Continuing the Conversation on Indigenous Rights

The phrase continues to inspire dialogue around indigenous sovereignty, cultural
preservation, and reparations. It encourages policymakers, historians, and society at large
to confront uncomfortable truths and work toward meaningful change.

Moreover, it highlights the importance of supporting Indigenous-led initiatives that seek to
heal and revitalize native cultures and traditions.



Visiting Wounded Knee Today: A Place of
Reflection

For those interested in connecting with history firsthand, Wounded Knee itself is a site of
profound significance.

What to Expect When Visiting

Located in South Dakota, the Wounded Knee site offers visitors a chance to reflect on the
events that transpired and honor the memory of those who lost their lives. The area
includes memorials and interpretive centers that provide educational resources about the
massacre and Native American history.

Visitors are encouraged to approach the site with respect and an open heart, recognizing
it as sacred ground for many indigenous peoples.

Supporting Native Communities

When visiting or learning about Wounded Knee, consider supporting Native American
organizations that work to preserve culture and history. Donations, volunteering, and
spreading awareness are meaningful ways to contribute to ongoing efforts.

This conscious engagement helps keep the spirit of "bury my heart in wounded knee"
alive, fostering healing and education.

---

The phrase "bury my heart in wounded knee" embodies a powerful narrative of loss,
resilience, and the enduring spirit of Native American peoples. From a tragic massacre to
a pivotal book that reshaped historical understanding, it continues to inspire reflection
and action. By exploring its history and significance, we gain not only knowledge but also
a deeper appreciation for the voices and stories that have long been marginalized.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee'?
The main theme of 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' is the systematic displacement and
destruction of Native American tribes during the westward expansion of the United States
in the late 19th century.



Who is the author of 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee'?
The author of 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' is Dee Brown.

What historical period does 'Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee' cover?
The book covers the period from approximately 1860 to 1890, focusing on the experiences
of Native Americans during the Indian Wars and the loss of their lands.

Why is 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' considered an
important work?
It is considered important because it provides a Native American perspective on U.S.
history, highlighting the injustices and tragedies faced by Indigenous peoples, which were
often omitted from mainstream historical accounts.

What event does the title 'Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee' refer to?
The title refers to the Wounded Knee Massacre of 1890, where hundreds of Lakota Sioux
were killed by U.S. Army troops, marking a tragic and symbolic end to Native American
resistance.

How did 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' influence
public perception of Native American history?
The book raised awareness about the harsh realities of Native American history and
challenged previously accepted narratives, fostering greater empathy and understanding
among readers.

Has 'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' been adapted
into other media?
Yes, it was adapted into a television film in 2007, which helped bring the story and its
themes to a wider audience.

What sources did Dee Brown use to write 'Bury My
Heart at Wounded Knee'?
Dee Brown extensively used firsthand accounts, government documents, Native American
testimonies, and historical records to provide an authentic and detailed narrative.



Additional Resources
Bury My Heart in Wounded Knee: A Landmark in Native American History and Literature

bury my heart in wounded knee stands as a seminal work that has profoundly
influenced the understanding of Native American history and the injustices faced by
Indigenous peoples in the United States. Originally published in 1970 by Dee Brown, this
book offers a vivid, narrative-driven account of the systematic displacement, cultural
destruction, and violent confrontations endured by Native American tribes during the
westward expansion of the 19th century. Its title, evocative and poignant, refers to the
Wounded Knee Massacre of 1890, a tragic event symbolizing the culmination of decades of
conflict and suffering.

As both a historical document and a literary milestone, bury my heart in wounded knee
has been extensively studied, critiqued, and celebrated for its role in reshaping public
perceptions of American history. The work bridges the gap between scholarly research
and popular readership, fostering a dialogue about the legacy of colonization and the
resilience of Indigenous communities. This article provides an in-depth analysis of the
book’s content, historical significance, and cultural impact, exploring why it remains
relevant more than five decades after its publication.

The Historical Context of Bury My Heart in
Wounded Knee

Dee Brown's bury my heart in wounded knee chronicles the period from the mid-19th
century through the late 1800s, a time when the U.S. government aggressively pursued
policies that undermined Native American sovereignty. The book meticulously documents
numerous treaties, battles, and forced relocations, providing detailed accounts of tribes
such as the Lakota Sioux, Cheyenne, Apache, and Nez Perce. Brown’s narrative is
grounded in primary sources, including official records, eyewitness testimonies, and
Native oral histories, which lend authenticity and depth to the storytelling.

The title itself references the December 29, 1890 massacre at Wounded Knee Creek in
South Dakota, where U.S. soldiers killed approximately 150-300 Lakota men, women, and
children during an attempt to disarm the band. This event marked a grim endpoint to the
Indian Wars and symbolized the broader assault on Indigenous ways of life. By focusing on
this watershed moment, Brown underscores the human cost of American expansionism
and challenges the sanitized versions of history often taught in mainstream education.

Reevaluating Native American History

Before the publication of bury my heart in wounded knee, much of the historical narrative
surrounding the American West glorified settlers and military conquest while
marginalizing or vilifying Native Americans. Brown’s work was instrumental in shifting
this perspective by presenting Native Americans as complex individuals and communities
with rich cultural traditions and legitimate grievances. The book invites readers to



reconsider the consequences of colonial policies and to acknowledge the systemic violence
inflicted upon Indigenous populations.

This reevaluation has been critical in academic circles, influencing the development of
Native American studies as a discipline and prompting historians to adopt more inclusive
methodologies. Additionally, the book’s wide readership helped spark public interest in
Indigenous issues, contributing to broader social movements advocating for Native rights
and cultural preservation.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Bury my heart in wounded knee combines rigorous historical research with compelling
narrative techniques that engage readers emotionally and intellectually. Dee Brown
employs a chronological structure but frequently shifts focus among different tribes and
key figures, providing a panoramic view of the era. His prose balances factual reporting
with vivid descriptions and personal stories, making the historical events accessible and
relatable.

The use of direct quotations from Native leaders, soldiers, and settlers adds authenticity
and diversity of voices, allowing readers to hear multiple perspectives. Brown’s
empathetic tone neither romanticizes nor demonizes but rather presents a nuanced
portrayal of a complex and often tragic history. This approach has been praised for
humanizing Indigenous experiences without resorting to sensationalism.

Impact on Popular Culture and Education

Since its release, bury my heart in wounded knee has had a considerable impact on both
popular culture and educational curricula. The book has been adapted into films,
documentaries, and theatrical productions, further amplifying its reach. Its accessibility
has made it a staple in high school and college courses on American history, Indigenous
studies, and human rights.

Moreover, the book has influenced other writers and artists who address themes of
colonization, identity, and resistance. Its enduring presence in cultural discourse
highlights the ongoing relevance of its message and the continuing struggle for
Indigenous recognition and justice.

Critiques and Controversies

While bury my heart in wounded knee is widely respected, it has not been without
criticism. Some scholars have questioned the accuracy of certain accounts, pointing out
that Brown, while thorough, was not a Native American himself and relied heavily on
secondary sources. Others argue that the book’s narrative occasionally simplifies complex
political dynamics or portrays Native Americans primarily as victims, potentially limiting
the representation of their agency and diversity.



Additionally, some Indigenous critics have voiced concerns about the appropriation of
Native stories and the framing of history through a predominantly Western lens. These
critiques have sparked important conversations about authorship, representation, and the
ethics of historical storytelling.

Comparisons with Other Works

When compared with other landmark works such as Vine Deloria Jr.’s “Custer Died for
Your Sins” or Sherman Alexie’s literary contributions, bury my heart in wounded knee
stands out for its scope and narrative ambition. While Deloria’s work is more overtly
activist and Alexie’s more contemporary and poetic, Brown’s book serves as a foundational
text that opened pathways for such diverse explorations of Native American identity and
history.

Its influence can also be seen in academic research that seeks to balance Indigenous oral
traditions with archival documentation, setting a precedent for interdisciplinary studies.

The Legacy of Bury My Heart in Wounded Knee

More than fifty years after its publication, bury my heart in wounded knee continues to
resonate as a vital resource for understanding the complexities of Native American
history. It has played an essential role in educating generations about the consequences of
colonialism and the resilience of Indigenous peoples. The book’s unflinching examination
of injustice challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths and recognize the
ongoing implications for contemporary Native communities.

In the broader context of American historical literature, Brown’s work remains a
benchmark for narrative history that strives to be both informative and empathetic. Its
ability to engage diverse audiences while maintaining scholarly integrity exemplifies the
power of well-researched storytelling.

By exploring the themes and events encapsulated in bury my heart in wounded knee,
readers gain insight into a chapter of history that is often overlooked or misunderstood.
The book’s enduring relevance underscores the importance of continually revisiting and
revising historical narratives to incorporate multiple voices and perspectives.
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Find other PDF articles:
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-085/pdf?ID=Wha78-8301&title=carson-dellosa-answer-key.pdf

  bury my heart in wounded knee: Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Dee Brown, 2001-01-23

http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-027/Book?title=bury-my-heart-in-wounded-knee.pdf&trackid=ReU76-2798
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-085/pdf?ID=Wha78-8301&title=carson-dellosa-answer-key.pdf


Documents and personal narratives record the experiences of Native Americans during the
nineteenth century.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Dee Brown, 2012-10-23
The “fascinating” #1 New York Times bestseller that awakened the world to the destruction of
American Indians in the nineteenth-century West (The Wall Street Journal). First published in 1970,
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee generated shockwaves with its frank and heartbreaking depiction
of the systematic annihilation of American Indian tribes across the western frontier. In this
nonfiction account, Dee Brown focuses on the betrayals, battles, and massacres suffered by
American Indians between 1860 and 1890. He tells of the many tribes and their renowned
chiefs—from Geronimo to Red Cloud, Sitting Bull to Crazy Horse—who struggled to combat the
destruction of their people and culture. Forcefully written and meticulously researched, Bury My
Heart at Wounded Knee inspired a generation to take a second look at how the West was won. This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Dee Brown including rare photos from the author’s
personal collection.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Tracy Keenan Wynn, 1984
Unproduced script based on the book by Dee Brown, about the battle with Custer at Wounded Knee.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Dee Brown, 1970 An
Indian History of the American West - Copy 1.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Dee Brown, 1968
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Literature Suppressed on Political Grounds Nicholas J.
Karolides, Margaret Bald, 2014-05-14 Literature Suppressed on Religious Grounds, Revised Edition
profiles the censorship of many such essential works of literature. The entries new to this edition
include extensive coverage of the Harry Potter series, which has been frequently banned in the
United States on the grounds that it promotes witchcraft, as well as entries on two popular textbook
series, The Witches by Roald Dahl, Women Without Men: A Novel of Modern Iran, and more. Also
included are updates to such entries as The Satanic Verses by Salman Rushdie and On the Origin of
Species by Charles Darwin.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Bury My Heart at Wonded Knee Dee Alexander Brown,
2009-07-01
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Police Files: The Spokane Experience 1853-1995 M.
Kienholz, 1999
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Daniel Giat, 2006
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Dee Alexander Brown,
1973 The classic bestselling history The New York Times has called original, remarkable, and finally
heartbreaking is available in a special 30th-anniversary edition. 56 illustrations.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: LIFE , 1944-01-31 LIFE Magazine is the treasured
photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest,
most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and
view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for
personal use.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Honest Patriots : Loving a Country Enough to Remember Its
Misdeeds Donald W. Shriver Jr. President of the Faculty and William E. Dodge Professor of Applied
Christianity Union Theological Seminary (Emeritus), 2005-02-18 In Honest Patriots, renowned public
theologian and ethicist Donald W. Shriver, Jr. argues that we must acknowledge and repent of the
morally negative events in our nation's past. The failure to do so skews the relations of many
Americans to one another, breeds ongoing hostility, and damages the health of our society. Yet our
civic identity today largely rests on denials, forgetfulness, and inattention to the memories of
neighbors whose ancestors suffered great injustices at the hands of some dominant majority. Shriver
contends that repentance for these injustices must find a place in our political culture. Such
repentance must be carefully and deliberately cultivated through the accurate teaching of history,
by means of public symbols that embody both positive and negative memory, and through public



leadership to this end. Religious people and religious organizations have an important role to play in
this process. Historically, the Christian tradition has concentrated on the personal dimensions of
forgiveness and repentance to the near-total neglect of their collective aspects. Recently, however,
the idea of collective moral responsibility has gained new and public visibility. Official apologies for
past collective injustice have multiplied, along with calls for reparations. Shriver looks in detail at
the examples of Germany and South Africa, and their pioneering efforts to foster and express
collective repentance. He then turns to the historic wrongs perpetrated against African Americans
and Native Americans and to recent efforts by American citizens and governmental bodies to seek
public justice by remembering public injustice. The call for collective repentance presents many
challenges: What can it mean to morally master a past whose victims are dead and whose sufferings
cannot be alleviated? What are the measures that lend substance to language and action expressing
repentance? What symbolic and tangible acts produce credible turns away from past wrongs? What
are the dynamics-psychological, social, and political-whereby we can safely consign an evil to the
past? How can public life witness to corporate crimes of the past in such a way that descendents of
victims can be confident that they will never be repeated? In his provocative answers to these
questions Shriver creates a compelling new vision of the collective repentance and apology that
must precede real progress in relations between the races in this country.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Random House,
1998-10-01
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Celluloid Indians Jacquelyn Kilpatrick, 1999-01-01 An
overview of Indian representation in Hollywood films. The author notes the change in tone for the
better when--as a result of McCarthyism--filmmakers found themselves among the oppressed. By an
Irish-Cherokee writer.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: A Study Guide for Dee Brown's "Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Dee Brown's Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Nonfiction Classics for Students. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Nonfiction Classics
for Students for all of your research needs.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: The Remembered Earth Gary Hobson, 1981-04 This broad
survey of Native American writing today is incisive, reflective, moving, and provocative in its variety.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Steve Earle David McGee, 2005-11 Along the way we see the
growth of Earle's political consciousness and his courage in tackling thorny topics such as American
Taliban John Walker Lindh (in the song John Walker's Blues), his opposition to the death penalty, and
his recent appearance in support of Iraq war protester Cindy Sheehan. Author David McGee also
examines the early '70s east Texas singer-songwriter scene - where Earle met his future mentors
Guy Clark and Townes Van Zandt - and the rise of the New Traditionalist and Americana
movements..
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Grierson's Raid Dee Brown, 2012-10-23 The improbable
Civil War raid that led to the Siege of Vicksburg, recounted by the #1 New York Times–bestselling
author of Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee. For two weeks in the spring of 1862, Colonel Benjamin
Grierson and 1,700 Union cavalry troopers conducted a raid from Tennessee to Louisiana. It was
intended to divert Confederate attention from Ulysses S. Grant’s army crossing the Mississippi
River, a maneuver that would set the stage for the Siege of Vicksburg. Led by a former music
teacher whose role in the Union cavalry was belied by his hatred of horses, Grierson’s Raid was not
only brilliant, but improbably successful. The cavalrymen ripped up railway track, destroyed
storehouses, took prisoners, and freed slaves. Colonel Grierson lost only three men through the
whole expedition. Rich and detailed, Grierson’s Raid is the definitive work on one of the most
astonishing missions of the Civil War’s early days. This ebook features an illustrated biography of
Dee Brown including rare photos from the author’s personal collection.
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Myth America Kevin M. Kruse, Julian E. Zelizer,



2023-01-03 In this instant New York Times bestseller, America’s top historians set the record
straight on the most pernicious myths about our nation’s past. The United States is in the grip of a
crisis of bad history. Distortions of the past promoted in the conservative media have led large
numbers of Americans to believe in fictions over facts, making constructive dialogue impossible and
imperiling our democracy. In Myth America, Kevin M. Kruse and Julian E. Zelizer have assembled an
all-star team of fellow historians to push back against this misinformation. The contributors debunk
narratives that portray the New Deal and Great Society as failures, immigrants as hostile invaders,
and feminists as anti-family warriors—among numerous other partisan lies. Based on a firm
foundation of historical scholarship, their findings revitalize our understanding of American history.
Replacing myths with research and reality, Myth America is essential reading amid today’s heated
debates about our nation’s past. With Essays By Akhil Reed Amar • Kathleen Belew • Carol
Anderson • Kevin Kruse • Erika Lee • Daniel Immerwahr • Elizabeth Hinton • Naomi Oreskes • Erik
M. Conway • Ari Kelman • Geraldo Cadava • David A. Bell • Joshua Zeitz • Sarah Churchwell •
Michael Kazin • Karen L. Cox • Eric Rauchway • Glenda Gilmore • Natalia Mehlman Petrzela •
Lawrence B. Glickman • Julian E. Zelizer
  bury my heart in wounded knee: Old Blue's Road James Whiteside, 2015-01-15 In Old Blue’s
Road, historian James Whiteside shares accounts of his motorcycle adventures across the American
West. He details the places he has seen, the people he has met, and the personal musings those
encounters prompted on his unique journeys of discovery. In 2005, Whiteside bought a Harley
Davidson Heritage Softail, christened it “Old Blue,” and set off on a series of far-reaching motorcycle
adventures. Over six years he traveled more than 15,000 miles. Part travelogue and part historical
tour, this book takes the reader along for the ride. Whiteside’s travels to the Pacific Northwest,
Yellowstone, Dodge City, Santa Fe, Wounded Knee, and many other locales prompt consideration of
myriad topics—the ongoing struggle between Indian and mainstream American culture, the meaning
of community, the sustainability of the West's hydraulic society, the creation of the national parks
system, the Mormon experience in Utah, the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II,
and more. Delightfully funny and insightful, Old Blue’s Road links the colorful history and vibrant
present from Whiteside’s unique vantage point, recognizing and reflecting on the processes of
change that made the West what it is today. The book will interest the general reader and western
historian alike, leading to new appreciation for the complex ways in which the American West's past
and present come together.
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