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Myofunctional Therapy for Sleep Apnea: A Natural Approach to Better Breathing and Rest

myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea is gaining attention as an effective, non-invasive treatment option
for individuals struggling with this common yet often overlooked sleep disorder. If you or someone you
know has been diagnosed with sleep apnea, you might be familiar with traditional treatments like CPAP
machines or oral appliances. However, myofunctional therapy offers a fresh perspective by focusing on
strengthening the muscles involved in breathing and airway stability, potentially reducing the severity of
sleep apnea symptoms.

In this article, we’ll explore what myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea entails, how it works, and why it
might be the missing piece in your journey toward restful, uninterrupted sleep.

Understanding Sleep Apnea and Its Challenges

Sleep apnea is a condition characterized by repeated interruptions in breathing during sleep. These pauses
can last from a few seconds to over a minute and often result in decreased oxygen levels in the blood. The
most common type, obstructive sleep apnea (OSA), occurs when the muscles at the back of the throat fail to
keep the airway open.

People with sleep apnea often experience loud snoring, choking or gasping during sleep, excessive daytime
sleepiness, difficulty concentrating, and even mood disturbances. Beyond these symptoms, untreated sleep
apnea is linked to serious health risks like high blood pressure, heart disease, stroke, and diabetes.

Traditional treatments such as continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) devices, mandibular
advancement devices, or surgical interventions focus on mechanically maintaining airway patency. While
these methods can be effective, they sometimes come with compliance challenges or unwanted side effects.

What Is Myofunctional Therapy?

Myofunctional therapy involves a series of targeted exercises designed to strengthen the orofacial
muscles—those around the mouth, tongue, throat, and face. These muscles play a crucial role in maintaining
airway stability during sleep. When they are weak or improperly functioning, the airway is more prone
to collapse, leading to obstructive sleep apnea.

Unlike other treatments that rely on external devices, myofunctional therapy addresses the root cause by
improving muscle tone and function. The therapy usually involves guided exercises that patients perform



daily, often under the supervision of a trained therapist specializing in orofacial myology or sleep disorders.

How Does Myofunctional Therapy Work for Sleep Apnea?

Myofunctional therapy targets several key areas:

- **Tongue Position and Strength:** A low or improperly positioned tongue can block the airway during
sleep. Exercises help reposition the tongue to rest against the palate, opening the airway naturally.

- **Lip Seal and Breathing Patterns:** Strengthening the muscles involved in lip closure encourages nasal
breathing, which is healthier and reduces airway obstruction compared to mouth breathing.

- **Throat and Soft Palate Muscle Tone:** By toning these muscles, the therapy can reduce the likelihood of
airway collapse.

By improving muscle tone and correcting dysfunctional habits like chronic mouth breathing,
myofunctional therapy creates a more stable airway environment, which can lessen the severity of sleep
apnea episodes.

The Benefits of Myofunctional Therapy for Sleep Apnea

One of the most appealing aspects of myofunctional therapy is that it is a non-invasive and drug-free
approach. Here are some compelling benefits:

1. Improved Airway Stability
Strengthening the oropharyngeal muscles helps keep the airway open, reducing the frequency and
intensity of apnea events.

2. Enhanced Breathing Patterns
Patients learn to breathe through their nose rather than their mouth, which improves oxygen uptake and
decreases snoring.

3. Complementary to Other Treatments
Myofunctional therapy can be used alongside CPAP or oral appliances, sometimes reducing dependency on
these devices over time.



4. Long-Term Lifestyle Improvement
By retraining muscle function and breathing habits, patients often experience better sleep quality and
overall health.

Who Can Benefit from Myofunctional Therapy?

While myofunctional therapy is most effective in mild to moderate cases of obstructive sleep apnea, it can
also serve as an adjunct therapy for more severe cases. Children with sleep-disordered breathing, adults
with habitual mouth breathing, and individuals who struggle with CPAP compliance may find this
therapy especially beneficial.

People with conditions like tongue thrust, improper swallowing patterns, or poor oral posture often see
improvements not just in sleep apnea symptoms but also in dental health and speech.

Typical Myofunctional Therapy Exercises

Exercises prescribed during myofunctional therapy vary but generally focus on strengthening the tongue,
lips, and throat muscles. Here are some examples:

Tongue Slide: Glide the tongue along the roof of the mouth from front to back, improving tongue
mobility and strength.

Lip Pursing: Press lips together tightly and then relax, helping to build lip muscle tone and
encourage nasal breathing.

Soft Palate Lift: Practice making an “ah” sound to engage and lift the soft palate, which reduces
airway obstruction.

Cheek Puffing: Fill cheeks with air and hold, strengthening the muscles around the mouth and
improving oral posture.

These exercises are typically repeated several times a day and are tailored to the individual’s specific needs.



Supporting Research and Evidence

Recent studies have highlighted the positive impact of myofunctional therapy on sleep apnea symptoms.
Research published in journals related to sleep medicine and otolaryngology has shown that patients
undergoing myofunctional therapy experienced significant reductions in apnea-hypopnea index (AHI)
scores, along with improvements in snoring intensity and daytime sleepiness.

While more large-scale clinical trials are needed to establish standardized protocols, the growing body of
evidence supports myofunctional therapy as a promising complementary treatment option.

Integrating Myofunctional Therapy Into Your Sleep Apnea
Management

If you’re considering myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea, consulting with a healthcare professional
specializing in sleep disorders or an orofacial myologist is a great first step. They can evaluate your specific
condition and design a personalized exercise plan.

Here are a few tips to get the most out of your therapy:

Commit to Consistency: Like any exercise regimen, regular practice is key to seeing results.1.

Combine with Healthy Sleep Habits: Maintain a regular sleep schedule, avoid alcohol before bedtime,2.
and create a restful environment.

Monitor Progress: Keep a sleep diary or use a sleep tracking device to notice improvements over3.
time.

Stay Open to Multi-Modal Therapy: Myofunctional therapy may work best when combined with4.
other treatments recommended by your sleep specialist.

Beyond Sleep Apnea: Additional Benefits of Myofunctional
Therapy

Although the focus here is on sleep apnea, it’s worth noting that myofunctional therapy can also benefit
other conditions related to orofacial muscle dysfunction. This includes issues such as:



- Chronic snoring without apnea
- Temporomandibular joint (TMJ) disorders
- Speech articulation problems
- Orthodontic relapse prevention
- Swallowing difficulties

These added benefits make myofunctional therapy a versatile tool in improving overall oral and respiratory
health.

Embracing a Holistic Approach to Sleep Health

Sleep apnea is a complex condition influenced by anatomical, neurological, and lifestyle factors.
Myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea addresses one of these components by enhancing muscle function
and breathing patterns. When combined with medical guidance, lifestyle modifications, and sometimes
other therapies, it contributes to a holistic approach that empowers patients to take control of their sleep
health naturally.

If you’ve been searching for an alternative or complementary method to manage sleep apnea with fewer
side effects and more lasting results, myofunctional therapy might just be the solution worth exploring.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea?
Myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea involves exercises that target the muscles of the tongue, throat, and
mouth to improve airway function and reduce airway obstruction during sleep.

How does myofunctional therapy help in treating sleep apnea?
Myofunctional therapy strengthens and tones the oropharyngeal muscles, which can prevent the collapse
of the airway during sleep, thereby reducing the severity of obstructive sleep apnea symptoms.

Is myofunctional therapy effective for all types of sleep apnea?
Myofunctional therapy is primarily effective for mild to moderate obstructive sleep apnea; it may not be
sufficient alone for severe cases or central sleep apnea, which requires different treatments.



How long does it take to see results from myofunctional therapy for sleep
apnea?
Typically, patients may begin to notice improvements in sleep apnea symptoms within 6 to 12 weeks of
consistent myofunctional therapy, though the duration can vary based on individual adherence and
severity.

Can myofunctional therapy be used alongside other treatments for sleep
apnea?
Yes, myofunctional therapy can be used in conjunction with other treatments such as CPAP therapy, oral
appliances, or lifestyle changes to enhance overall treatment effectiveness for sleep apnea.

Additional Resources
Myofunctional Therapy for Sleep Apnea: An Emerging Approach to Treatment

Myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea has garnered increasing attention within the medical community as
a potential non-invasive treatment option for obstructive sleep apnea (OSA). Sleep apnea, characterized by
repeated interruptions in breathing during sleep, affects millions globally and is linked to serious health
risks such as cardiovascular disease, daytime fatigue, and cognitive impairment. Traditional therapies,
including continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) machines and surgical interventions, often face
challenges related to patient compliance and invasiveness. Against this backdrop, myofunctional therapy
offers a novel approach by targeting the underlying muscular dysfunctions that contribute to airway
collapse.

Understanding Myofunctional Therapy and Its Role in Sleep
Apnea

Myofunctional therapy involves a series of exercises designed to strengthen the muscles of the tongue, soft
palate, cheeks, and throat. These muscle groups play a critical role in maintaining airway patency during
sleep. In individuals with obstructive sleep apnea, these muscles may be weak or improperly coordinated,
leading to the airway’s partial or complete collapse and subsequent breathing interruptions.

Unlike conventional treatments that focus on mechanically keeping the airway open, myofunctional
therapy aims to rehabilitate muscle tone and function. By enhancing neuromuscular control, it potentially
reduces airway obstruction, thereby alleviating symptoms of sleep apnea. This therapeutic modality is
typically administered by trained myofunctional therapists, speech-language pathologists, or dentists
specializing in sleep medicine.



Physiological Basis of Myofunctional Therapy

The pathophysiology of OSA involves the collapse of the upper airway due to a combination of anatomical
and neuromuscular factors. Muscle hypotonia during sleep causes the tongue and soft palate to fall back,
narrowing the airway. Myofunctional therapy addresses this by:

Increasing muscle tone in the oropharyngeal region

Improving tongue posture and strength

Enhancing coordination of swallowing and breathing muscles

Promoting nasal breathing over mouth breathing

By correcting dysfunctional oral habits and strengthening specific muscles, the therapy seeks to restore
normal airway dynamics.

Clinical Evidence and Effectiveness

The efficacy of myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea has been the subject of several clinical trials and
systematic reviews. One meta-analysis published in the *Journal of Clinical Sleep Medicine* analyzed data
from multiple randomized controlled trials and found that patients undergoing myofunctional therapy
experienced significant reductions in the apnea-hypopnea index (AHI), a key measure of sleep apnea
severity. On average, AHI reductions ranged from 30% to 50%, with improvements in oxygen saturation
and sleep quality also reported.

However, the degree of benefit varies across patient populations. Myofunctional therapy tends to be most
effective in individuals with mild to moderate OSA and those whose apnea is primarily due to muscle
hypotonia rather than severe anatomical obstruction. In cases where anatomical abnormalities predominate,
such as enlarged tonsils or significant nasal obstruction, myofunctional therapy alone may be insufficient.

Comparing Myofunctional Therapy to Traditional Treatments

Traditional treatments for sleep apnea include CPAP, oral appliances, and surgical options. Each has its
advantages and drawbacks:



CPAP: Highly effective in preventing airway collapse by delivering continuous positive pressure
but often limited by low patient compliance due to discomfort, noise, and inconvenience.

Oral Appliances: Devices that reposition the jaw or tongue to open the airway; moderately effective
but may cause dental or jaw discomfort.

Surgery: Invasive options targeting anatomical obstructions; effectiveness varies and carries surgical
risks.

Myofunctional therapy differentiates itself by being non-invasive, cost-effective, and free of mechanical
devices. It promotes active patient participation, which can enhance long-term adherence. However, it
requires consistent effort over weeks or months before measurable improvements manifest.

Implementation and Structure of Myofunctional Therapy
Programs

A typical myofunctional therapy program for sleep apnea involves weekly sessions with a specialist and
daily exercises performed independently at home. These exercises focus on:

Tongue exercises: pressing the tongue against the palate, sweeping motions, and strengthening1.
maneuvers.

Soft palate training: elevating and controlling the soft palate muscles.2.

Swallowing exercises: promoting proper swallowing mechanics to reinforce muscle coordination.3.

Breathing techniques: encouraging nasal breathing and diaphragmatic control.4.

The duration of therapy varies but commonly lasts between 3 to 6 months. Progress is monitored through
periodic sleep studies or patient-reported symptom scales.

Patient Selection and Suitability

Not every patient with sleep apnea is an ideal candidate for myofunctional therapy. The approach is best
suited for:



Individuals with mild to moderate obstructive sleep apnea

Patients who exhibit poor muscle tone in the oropharyngeal region

Those motivated to engage in regular exercise routines

Individuals seeking alternatives to CPAP or surgery

Conversely, patients with severe anatomical obstructions or central sleep apnea (where breathing is
disrupted due to neurological factors) may derive limited benefit.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite promising outcomes, myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea faces several challenges:

Compliance: Success depends heavily on patient adherence to daily exercises, which can be
demanding and time-consuming.

Variability in Protocols: There is no universally standardized exercise regimen, leading to
inconsistent results across practitioners.

Lack of Widespread Awareness: Many patients and healthcare providers remain unfamiliar with
myofunctional therapy as a treatment option.

Limited Long-Term Data: While short-to-medium term benefits are documented, long-term efficacy
and relapse rates require further study.

Additionally, the necessity for trained specialists presents a logistical barrier in some regions.

Integration with Multidisciplinary Sleep Care

Increasingly, sleep centers are integrating myofunctional therapy into comprehensive treatment plans.
When combined with weight management, positional therapy, or oral appliances, it can enhance overall
outcomes. For example, patients using oral appliances may benefit from concurrent myofunctional exercises
to optimize muscle tone and airway stability.



Collaboration between sleep physicians, dentists, and myofunctional therapists ensures tailored treatment
strategies that address the multifactorial nature of sleep apnea.

Future Directions and Research

Ongoing research continues to refine the role of myofunctional therapy in sleep medicine. Emerging
studies are exploring:

Optimized exercise protocols using biofeedback and digital applications

Patient-specific customization based on anatomical and neuromuscular assessments

Integration with telemedicine to improve access and adherence

Combination therapies targeting both structural and functional components

Advances in imaging and muscle function monitoring may also enhance diagnostic precision, allowing
better identification of patients most likely to benefit.

As awareness grows, myofunctional therapy could increasingly serve as a frontline or adjunctive
treatment, especially for patients seeking non-invasive alternatives.

---

Myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea represents a promising avenue that redefines treatment by focusing
on muscular rehabilitation rather than solely mechanical intervention. While not a panacea, its non-
invasive nature and potential to improve airway muscle function provide an appealing option within the
broader spectrum of sleep apnea management. Continued research and clinical integration will clarify its
role and optimize its application for diverse patient populations.
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  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Pediatric Treatment of Sleep Apnea Joseph
Yousefian, 2025-03-31 This first of two volumes presents groundbreaking information on sleep apnea
in children and youths. It provides easily comprehensible instruction ideal for students; practicing
dental, medical, and allied medical practitioners; and researchers who wish to expand their
knowledge base on this critical interdisciplinary topic. The book contains practical and
well-documented case examples, which are not theoretical but illustrate common patient problems
and effective, unparalleled interdisciplinary treatment strategies. There is a disconnect on how
health professions perceive and treat the causes of upper airway conditions. Various comorbidities
can result from sleep apnea, oxygen deprivation, and upper airway conditions. This book connects
oropharyngeal structure to metabolic disease through the practice of teledontics. Teledontics as a
new interdisciplinary integrative medical–dental approach for treatment of obstructive sleep apnea
is emerging rapidly. It relates oxygen needs of the body in addition to other nutritional
requirements, focusing on how oxygen insufficiency can lead to multiple health comorbidities.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Orthodontics in Obstructive Sleep Apnea
Patients Su-Jung Kim, Ki Beom Kim, 2019-10-16 This well-illustrated book is an up-to-date guide to
orthodontic diagnosis, treatment planning, and treatment delivery in patients with obstructive sleep
apnea (OSA). The aim is to present the latest knowledge on the important contribution that
orthodontic modalities can now make in the management of a disorder that has generally been the
preserve of sleep doctors. This book comprises three parts of general understanding of OSA and
medical approaches, orthodontic diagnostic process, and orthodontic treatment application. In
particular, the treatment parts are subdivided into six chapters depending on the patient’s
phenotype and age groups. The readers will come to realize how many modalities are available
beyond the previously well-known options, and how important orthodontic contributions are for the
treatment of OSA patients. The book will be an excellent resource providing well-organized
diagnostic and therapeutic protocols from orthodontic point of view and will also be of value to other
practitioners with an interest in OSA.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Management of Snoring and Obstructive Sleep
Apnea D.S. Deenadayal, Vyshanavi Bommakanti, 2022-01-04 There are many books describing in
detail the evaluation,diagnosis and management of OSA, but this is a first practical guide which
comprehensively describes this condition. The incidence of snoring and obstructive sleep apnea is on
rise and this practical guide will help not just specialists but also residents and fellows in treating
their patients with Obstructive sleep apnea. Essential information is summarized in the form of
charts and surgical steps are summarized in the form of diagrammatic illustration making it easy for
the learners.This book additionally would help the medical practitioners to get a practical insight in
the management of patients .This book will describe each entity of sleep disordered breathing,
evidence based protocols , diagnostic tools required for identifying , medical therapies that will help
in appropriate patients, Devices that can be used for its management . This book will also describe
on how to select patients for surgery and how tailor the surgery as per the anatomy of the patient.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Upper Airway Stimulation Therapy for
Obstructive Sleep Apnea Karl Doghramji, Maurits S. Boon, Colin Huntley, Kingman Strohl,
2021-01-18 Obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) with heavy snoring is a common disorder, affecting more
than 1 out of 10 adults, and is closely associated with hypertension, heart disease, stroke,
depression, and cognitive decline. Upper airway stimulation therapy is a novel, highly effective
alternative method of treatment, involving a surgically implanted device that uses electrical
stimulation of muscles to expand the upper airway, thereby addressing the primary cause of OSA.
The first of its kind, Upper Airway Stimulation Therapy for Obstructive Sleep Apnea is a
comprehensive review of the medical, surgical, and technical aspects of this innovative treatment for
OSA. It delves into the current state of knowledge regarding upper airway stimulation, reviewing
pathophysiological basis of sleep apnea and the specific mechanism by which upper airway
stimulation provides airway support in this disorder. Evidence-based, this book provides practical



guidelines for patient selection, clinical outcomes, surgical technique, long-term follow-up and
adverse events, as well as for developing an upper airway stimulation program.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Obstructive Sleep Apnea Peter M. Baptista,
Rodolfo Lugo Saldaña, Steve Amado, 2023-11-25 The book provides a comprehensive overview of
the medical implications, pathophysiology, and treatment of Obstructive Sleep Apnea (OSA), a
disease that creates increased health risks, most notably those related to the cardiovascular and
cerebrovascular systems. The opening chapters are dedicated to the definition of OSA, its diagnosis,
and the treatment options. The following chapters address primary forms of disease presentation in
each medical field, with the latest evidence.Given its characteristics, the book will enable the reader
to adopt a broad strategy for evaluating and managing OSA patients. In addition, it will be a valuable
resource for all the clinicians who treat sleep-disordered breathing, including otolaryngologists,
pulmonologists, cardiologists, neurologists, etc.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: The Role of Epiglottis in Obstructive Sleep
Apnea Matej Delakorda, Nico de Vries, 2024-01-08 This book provides a unique, detailed, and
cutting-edge guide to obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) and the epiglottis. It discusses in detail
epiglottis collapse both as relevant for diagnosis (e.g., sleep studies, drug induced sleep endoscopy,
imaging and sound analysis) and treatment of OSA. In addition to general information on OSA, the
chapters explore the role of the epiglottis in evolution, swallowing function, pathophysiology and
surgical anatomy. The central chapters deal with patient selection, diagnosis, indications, and
contraindications. The last sections investigate non-surgical treatments, surgical techniques, their
results, possible failures, and complications. A conclusive chapter discusses research and future
perspectives. The volume offers a large number of high-quality photos and illustrations, and an
extensive collection of educational videos that highlight all steps of the surgical procedures. The
book will appeal to all caregivers working in the field of diagnosis and treatment of obstructive sleep
apnea, in particular otolaryngologists, pulmonologists, neurologists, sleep doctors, maxillofacial
surgeons, anesthetists, and also the personnel working in sleep labs, general nurses and scrub
nurses, physician assistants, and sleep technicians.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Prevention, Screening and Treatments for
Obstructive Sleep Apnea: Beyond PAP, An Issue of Sleep Medicine Clinics Song Tar Toh, 2019-02-01
This issue of Sleep Medicine Clinics, edited by Song Tar Toh in collaboration with Consulting Editor,
Teofilo Lee-Chiong, is devoted to the Preventing, Screening, and Treatments for Obstructive Sleep
Apnea, beyond Positive Airway Pressure (PAP). Topics covered in this issue include: Prevention and
Screening of Obstructive Sleep Apnea (OSA); Anatomical and Physiologic Considerations in Surgical
Treatment for OSA; Medical and Surgical Options for Weight Management in OSA; Positional
Therapy for OSA; Oral Appliances in Adults and Pediatrics; Myofunctional Therapy for OSA;
Drug-induced Sleep Endoscopy in Treatment Options Selection; Establishing a Patent Nasal Passage
in OSA; Palatal Surgery: From Ablation to Reconstruction; Volumetric Tongue Reduction Surgery in
Clinical Practice; Transoral Robotic Surgery for OSA; Genioglossus Advancement and Hyoid
Surgery; Maxillomandibular Rotational Advancement: Airway, Aesthetics, and Angle Considerations;
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Clinical Sleep Medicine Emmanuel H. During, M.D.,
Clete A. Kushida, M.D., Ph.D., 2020-07-29 The importance of sleep for well-being and general and
mental health is increasingly being recognized. Sleep complaints are commonly associated with
mental disorders and are even part of the diagnostic criteria for some of them, such as mood and
anxiety disorders and PTSD. The relationship between sleep and psychiatric disorders is intertwined
and, in some cases, bidirectional. Anxiety, psychosis, and depression often result in reduced sleep
quality (sleep fragmentation, experience of unpleasant, unrefreshing sleep), quantity (increased or
reduced), or pattern (changes in sleep schedule, loss of sleep consistency). Reciprocally, sleep
disorders can contribute to the exacerbation of psychiatric symptoms and independently affect the
prognosis. Finally, most psychotropic drugs have an effect on sleep and arousal and can aggravate a
preexisting sleep abnormality. This book aims to familiarize readers with current knowledge on the
mutual effects of sleep and mental health and provide an integrated framework for students,



clinicians, and researchers. Throughout its 18 chapters, it discusses the six main categories of sleep
disorders: insomnia (Chapters 3-5), hypersomnia (Chapters 6-7), sleep-disordered breathing
(Chapters 8-11), circadian disorders (Chapters 12-13), parasomnias (Chapters 14-16), and
sleep-related movement disorders (Chapters 17-18)--
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Upper Airway Stimulation in Obstructive Sleep
Apnea Clemens Heiser, Nico de Vries, 2022-07-31 This book by leading international experts
provides an evidence-based approach to electrical stimulation of the upper airway, beginning with
patient selection, implant techniques, trouble shootings, patient pathways, titrations during daytime
and sleep as also new innovative techniques such as stimulation of the ansa cervicalis and the
phrenic nerve. Key Features: · Superbly illustrated schematic drawings and full-colored
photographs; · Step-by-step description of surgical concepts and techniques on all of the market
available systems (Inspire, Nyxoah, LivaNova, Remede); · Complete online media library with videos
on the surgical procedures; · New surgical steps presented for well established procedures (e.g.
2-incicions technique); · Discussion of outcomes, success rates, risks, and potential
troubleshooting’s, where evidenced-based data are not available, expert opinion is provided. Upper
Airway Stimulation in Obstructive Sleep Apnea will be welcomed by residents, fellows, and
board-certified surgeons in otorhinolaryngology and head and neck surgery.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Evidence-Based Orthodontics Greg J. Huang,
Stephen Richmond, Katherine W. L. Vig, 2018-07-06 Evidence-Based Orthodontics, Second Edition
retains important elements of the First Edition, with several new sections to improve its use as a
quick and comprehensive reference. New updated edition of a landmark text that surveys the
principles and practice of evidence-based orthodontics Offers practical strategies for professionals
to incorporate EBO in their daily practices Presents brief summaries of the best evidence for a wide
range of clinical topics Incorporates information from over 400 systematic reviews, listed by topic
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Management of Sleep Disorders in Psychiatry
Amit Chopra, Piyush Das, Karl Doghramji, 2020-10-27 Management of Sleep Disorders in Psychiatry
provides the most comprehensive and evidence-based review of the clinical management of DSM-V
based sleep-wake disorders in patients with psychiatric disorders. This book is organized into three
sections that focus on the basics of sleep medicine, clinical features and treatment of DSM-V
sleep-wake disorders, and evidence-based management of sleep disorders commonly associated with
a range of DSM-V based psychiatric disorders. The first section orients the reader to topics such as
sleep physiology, neural mechanisms of wakefulness and sleep, circadian rhythms, effects of sleep
on cognition, history taking in sleep medicine, and clinical application of technical procedures used
in the field of sleep medicine. The second section adopts a unique perspective of using DSM-V
classification of sleep-wake disorders to integrate the management of sleep disorders with
mainstream clinical psychiatry. This section features a comprehensive chapter on pediatric
sleep-wake disorders, a topic of interest to fellows and practicing clinicians specializing in child and
adolescent psychiatry. The third section offers the most comprehensive review of comorbidity,
shared pathophysiology, and clinical management of sleep disorders within the context of a wide
range of DSM-V based psychiatric disorders. This section also highlights important topics such as
delirium, neurocognitive disorders, effects of psychotropic medications on sleep, neurological
disorders, pain disorders, forensic sleep medicine, and eating disorders. This clinically-oriented
resource provides case vignettes and clinical pearls to illustrate the diagnosis and treatment of sleep
disorders in the setting of a variety of psychiatric presentations. Additionally, each chapter includes
a self-assessment section with multiple-choice questions that helps the reader solidify their clinical
skills and prepare for the board and certification examinations for topics pertinent to sleep-wake
disorders in psychiatry.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Sleep and Breathing Disorders E-Book Meir H.
Kryger, 2016-07-01 Written specifically for non-sleep medicine specialists, this one-of-a-kind
reference guides you through every aspect of this complex field with authoritative advice from Dr.
Meir Kryger and other experts. Vibrantly illustrated in full color, it thoroughly covers the types of



patients you're most likely to see in the outpatient setting and brings you up to date with the latest
treatment methods, both surgical and non-surgical. - Consult this title on your favorite e-reader,
conduct rapid searches, and adjust font sizes for optimal readability. - Complete coverage of the
patients you're most likely to encounter, including special populations such as those with COPD,
obesity hypoventilation, pregnancy, neuromuscular disorders, stroke, and more. - Specific
information on topics of interest to a wide variety of physicians: heart failure and sleep disordered
breathing; surgical treatments, including hypoglossal nerve stimulation; oral appliances and the
treatment of sleep apnea; home sleep testing; and different types of PAP devices. - Ideal for
pulmonologists, otolaryngologists, cardiologists, primary care physicians, dentists, and other
healthcare providers who encounter patients with sleep and breathing disorders. - Full-color
illustrations throughout, including a profusely illustrated chapter on physical diagnosis.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Tongue-Tied Richard Baxter, Dmd Baxter,
2018-07-13 Chances are, you or someone you know is affected by a tongue-tie. Common, yet little
understood, tongue-ties can lead to a myriad of problems, including difficulty when nursing,
speaking or eating. In the most crucial and formative parts of children’s lives, tongue-ties have a
significant effect on their well-being. Many parents and professionals alike want to know what can
be done, and how best to treat these patients and families. And now, there are answers.
Tongue-Tied: How a Tiny String Under the Tongue Impacts Nursing, Feeding, Speech, and More is
an exhaustive and informative guide to this misunderstood affliction. Along with a team of medical
specialists, author Dr. Richard Baxter demystifies tongue-ties and spells out how this condition can
be treated comprehensively, safely and comfortably. Starting with a broad history of tongue-ties, this
invaluable guide covers 21st-century assessment techniques and treatment options available for
tethered oral tissues. Various accounts of patient challenges and victories are prominently featured
as well. With the proper diagnosis and treatment, tethered oral tissues can be released with minimal
discomfort, resulting in lives free of struggles during nursing, speaking, and feeding, while also
reducing the incidence of dental issues, headaches, and even neck pain for children through adults.
Aimed at both parents and professionals, Tongue-Tied encourages those affected while providing
reassuring and valuable information. Dr. Baxter and his qualified team have pooled their expertise to
make a difference in the lives of people. No longer will young patients and their parents suffer
without answers.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Sleep Disorders in Pediatric Dentistry Edmund Liem,
2019-05-11 This book is designed to enable (pediatric) dentists to recognize the signs and symptoms
of sleep disorders in their pediatric patients, it will help to understand the potential negative impact
of a sleep disorder on the metabolic and cognitive neurodevelopment of a child and how to
collaborate with others to implement appropriate management, including early (dentofacial)
orthopedic intervention when necessary. A detailed examination of craniofacial signs and behavioral
symptoms should alert the dentist to the potential presence of (a) sleep disorder(s) in children. The
various treatment options other than positive airway pressure (PAP) therapy or adeno-tonsillectomy,
which should be considered as potential life-saving short-term solutions, are discussed and shown.
Treatment options that are discussed are dentofacial orthopedics (including orthotropics),
orthodontics and orofacial myology; sample case outcomes are shown to demonstrate achievable
results. Sleep Disorders in Pediatric Dentistry will serve as an excellent clinical guide that takes full
account of recent developments in the field and explains the enormous potential that dentist can
attribute to the patient’s overall (future) health. This book is also an excellent introduction for the
general dentist to the medical world of (pediatric) sleep disorders. In this book a team of co-authors
(2 medical doctors; 3 dental specialists; 3 general dentists and 3 dental hygienists) shared their
knowledge that will educate the (pediatric) dentists about Sleep Disorders in Pediatric Dentistry.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Behavioral Aspects of Sleep Problems in Childhood
and Adolescence, An Issue of Sleep Medicine Clinics Judith Owens, 2014-06-28 This issue by Dr.
Judith Owens focuses on sleep behavioral problems with articles covering topics such as Addressing
Sleep Problems in Children with Anxiety Disorders, Behavioral Treatment of Insomnia in Children



with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Application of Cognitive Behavioral Therapy
for Insomnia (CBT) in the Pediatric Population,Treatment of Delayed Sleep Phase Disorder (DSPD) in
Adolescents, Tricks of the Trade: Practical Techniques for Managing Behavioral Sleep Problems in
Young Children, Quality of Life in Children with Narcolepsy, Myofunctional Therapy in the
Treatment of Pediatric Sleep Disordered Breathing, Improving Positive Airway Pressure (PAP)
Adherence in Children, Creating the Child-Friendly Sleep Lab, Controversies in Treatment of
Pediatric Insomnia.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Snoring and Obstructive Sleep Apnea in
Children Amal Isaiah, Ron B. Mitchell, 2023-11-11 Snoring and Obstructive Sleep Apnea in
Children: An Evidence-Based, Multidisciplinary Approach provides researchers and practitioners
with a complete and comprehensive source of information on the epidemiology, pathophysiology,
diagnosis, management and controversies concerning sleep disordered breathing in infants. Written
by an interdisciplinary team of authors, chapters consolidate information on the evaluation and
management of pediatric sleep disordered breathing (SDB) currently fragmented across different
specialties. Principles of surgery for SDB as well as non-medical approaches, such as continuous
positive airway pressure (CPAP) are covered, and a section dedicated to controversies in pediatric
SDB discusses clinical cases and future trends for the treatment of snoring and obstructive sleep
apnea in children. - Consolidates information on pediatric sleep disordered breathing (SDB) across
disciplines - Covers common diagnostic modalities and adverse outcomes related to snoring and
sleep apnea in infants and children - Includes flowcharts and clinical guidelines for evaluation and
management of pediatric SDB
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Principles and Practice of Sleep Medicine E-Book
Meir H. Kryger, Thomas Roth, William C. Dement, 2015-12-29 For nearly 30 years, Dr. Meir Kryger’s
must-have guide to sleep medicine has been the gold standard in this fast-changing field. This
essential, full-color reference includes more than 20 unique sections and over 170 chapters covering
every aspect of sleep disorders, giving you the authoritative guidance you need to offer your patients
the best possible care. Evidence-based content helps you make the most well-informed clinical
decisions. An ideal resource for preparing for the sleep medicine fellowship examination. New
content on sleep apnea, neurological disorders, legal aspects of sleep medicine, dental sleep
medicine genetics, circadian disorders, geriatrics, women’s health, cardiovascular diseases, and
occupational sleep medicine, keeps you fully up to date. Updates to scientific discoveries and clinical
approaches ensure that you remain current with new knowledge that is advancing the diagnosis and
management of sleep disorders.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: The Breathing Cure for Better Sleep Patrick
McKeown, Catherine Bane, 2025-08-26 STOP SNORING, SLEEP APNEA & INSOMNIA BREATHE
WELL. SLEEP DEEPLY. WAKE RESTED. USE THE BUTEYKO BREATHING METHOD TO SLEEP
SOUNDLY AND WAKE UP FRESH! In as little as seven days, experience better quality sleep, wake
up more alert and benefit from improved day time energy levels. Imagine falling asleep easily . . .
staying asleep deeply . . . and waking up feeling truly refreshed. In The Breathing Cure for Better
Sleep, internationally acclaimed breathing expert Patrick McKeown draws on over 20 years of
clinical experience to deliver a science-backed program based on the Buteyko Method — a natural,
practical approach to lifelong breathing health. With simple exercises to change breathing habits
both day & night, and suitable for ALL SLEEP PROBLEMS & AGES, this physician-developed
reeducation to stop mouth breathing will show you how to: Transition from mouth to nose breathing
with ease Stop mouth snoring and significantly reduce nasal snoring Learn how to decongest your
nose & sleep soundly with your mouth closed Target the drivers of sleep-disordered breathing,
including upper airway resistance syn drome (UARS) and obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) Quiet a
racing mind and activate your body’s rest response, helping you fall asleep more easily, and return
to sleep if you wake in the night Enhance the effectiveness of sleep devices like CPAP and oral
appliances by correcting dysfunctional breathing patterns Support deep, natural sleep in adults,
teenagers, and children through lifelong healthy breathing habits Wake up more alert with improved



daytime energy levels And for women whose sleep challenges are often misunderstood or
overlooked, this book offers something long overdue: Understand why women are more likely to
wake frequently at night Learn how UARS and other subtle forms of disordered breathing uniquely
affect women Get practical tools and breathing techniques tailored to the needs of women at every
stage of life You’ll learn how to breathe gently through your nose, restore functional breathing, and
apply simple yet powerful techniques to transform your sleep, naturally and effectively. Whether
you’re seeking deeper rest for yourself or supporting someone you love, this book offers the
understanding, guidance, and tools to help you sleep the way nature intended. YOU WILL BE ABLE
TO APPLY THESE EXERCISES AND GUIDELINES AND WAKE UP REFRESHED WITHIN A FEW
SHORT DAYS. READY TO JOIN THE REVOLUTION? BREATHE AND SLEEP BETTER NOW! START
TODAY!
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Integrative Neurology John W. McBurney, Ilene S.
Ruhoy, 2020-08-19 Dementia, Parkinson's Disease, headache, and neuropathy are all conditions for
which narrowly focused medical interventions all too often fall short. The first book in its field,
Integrative Neurology synthesizes complementary modalities with state-of-the-art medical treatment
to offer a new vision for neurological care. The authors begin by looking inward at the crisis of stress
and burnout that confronts all of medicine, but neurology in particular. It goes on to provide a
selective yet in-depth review of important topics in neurological practice from the perspective of
integrative medicine. Taking an evidence based approach throughout, chapters cover chronic
diseases such as Multiple Sclerosis, Dementia, and Parkinson's Disease. The volume also address
clinical issues such as headache, traumatic brain injury, navigating the endocannabinoid system and
aging, nutrition and stroke, neuropathy, toxins and neurodevelopment, as well as the modalities of
Ayurvedic Medicine and acupuncture. Integrative medicine is defined as a healing-oriented medicine
that takes account of the whole person (body, mind, and spirit) as well as all aspects of lifestyle. It
emphasizes the therapeutic relationship and makes use of appropriate therapies, both conventional
and alternative. Series editor Andrew Weil, MD is Professor and Director of the Arizona Center for
Integrative Medicine at the University of Arizona. Dr. Weil's program was the first such academic
program in the US, and its stated goal is to combine the best ideas and practice of conventional and
alternative medicine into cost effective treatments without embracing alternative practices
uncritically.
  myofunctional therapy for sleep apnea: Integrative Sleep Medicine Valerie Cacho, Esther
Lum, 2021 Sleep has been found to affect nearly all aspects of health, both individual and societal.
Despite this, it has long been neglected in the medical literature until relatively recent times.
Different perspectives of sleep are discussed, including historical views of sleep and alternative
sleep patterns. The development of sleep as a medical specialty is described as are limitations to the
conventional medical approach to sleep. The foundations of a truly integrative approach to sleep are
enumerated--
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recipe features a flavorful blend of citrus, soy and brown sugar, resulting in a tender, savory roast
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