
two weeks with the queen study guide
**Two Weeks with the Queen Study Guide: Unlocking the Depths of Morris Gleitzman’s
Beloved Novel**

two weeks with the queen study guide is an essential tool for students, educators, and
book enthusiasts who want to delve deeper into Morris Gleitzman’s touching and humorous
novel. This book, rich with themes of family, courage, and resilience, offers a meaningful
reading experience that resonates with readers of all ages. Whether you’re preparing for a
classroom discussion or simply want to better understand the characters and context, a
comprehensive study guide can illuminate the layers of the story and enhance your
appreciation of this Australian classic.

Understanding the Context of Two Weeks with the
Queen

Before diving into the plot and characters, it’s helpful to consider the historical and social
backdrop of the novel. Set during the 1980s, the story touches on sensitive issues like
illness, family separation, and the challenges faced by children in difficult circumstances.
Gleitzman’s work is often praised for its ability to tackle serious themes with humor and
warmth, making the story accessible and engaging.

In your two weeks with the queen study guide, you’ll likely find sections that explain the
Australian-British setting, giving readers context about the Queen’s role and the cultural
differences experienced by the protagonist, Colin. This background information enriches the
reading experience and helps readers understand the motivations behind the characters’
actions.

Key Themes Explored in Two Weeks with the Queen

One of the strengths of a strong study guide is its ability to highlight and analyze the core
themes woven throughout the narrative. Two Weeks with the Queen touches on several
poignant and universal themes that invite reflection.

#### Family and Loyalty

At its heart, the story is about family—both biological and chosen. Colin’s journey to London
to help his sick brother encapsulates the lengths one will go for family. The study guide
often encourages readers to explore how loyalty drives Colin’s decisions and how different
family dynamics are portrayed through various characters.

#### Courage in the Face of Adversity

Colin’s bravery, despite his young age and the overwhelming situation, is a central pillar of
the story. The novel illustrates how courage is not the absence of fear but the decision to



act despite it. Study materials frequently prompt discussions around moments when Colin
displays courage and how this impacts the story’s outcome.

#### Humor as a Coping Mechanism

Morris Gleitzman’s signature style includes blending humor with serious topics. The two
weeks with the queen study guide often emphasizes how humor serves as a vital tool for
coping with grief and uncertainty. Readers are invited to identify moments of comic relief
and analyze how these moments balance the novel’s more somber themes.

Character Analysis: Bringing the Story to Life

A detailed character breakdown is a staple in any effective study guide. In Two Weeks with
the Queen, the characters are richly drawn and integral to the emotional weight of the
story.

#### Colin Mudford

Colin is the protagonist, a determined and resourceful boy who embarks on a quest to save
his brother. The study guide encourages readers to track Colin’s development, from his
initial innocence to his growing understanding of the world’s complexities. Examining
Colin’s motivations and personality traits helps readers connect more deeply with his
journey.

#### Ted and Gran

Supporting characters like Ted, a friend Colin makes in London, and his Gran add layers to
the narrative. They provide both support and contrast to Colin’s experience. A study guide
often explores these relationships, showing how secondary characters contribute to the
main themes and Colin’s growth.

Plot Summary and Chapter Breakdown

For readers who want a structured understanding of the narrative flow, a two weeks with
the queen study guide frequently offers a chapter-by-chapter summary. This section is
invaluable for reviewing key events, tracking plot development, and preparing for exams or
discussions.

By breaking down the story into manageable parts, the guide aids comprehension and
helps identify turning points in the story, such as Colin’s arrival in London, his encounters
with the Queen’s staff, and the emotional climax involving his brother’s illness.

Exploring Literary Devices and Writing Style

Morris Gleitzman’s writing is notable for its clarity, humor, and emotional depth. A study



guide often dedicates space to examining literary devices used throughout the novel.

#### Use of Dialogue and Voice

Colin’s narrative voice is authentic and relatable, which draws readers into the story. The
guide may highlight how Gleitzman uses simple yet powerful language, making the novel
accessible for younger readers while still resonating with adults.

#### Symbolism and Imagery

Symbols such as the Queen and the hospital represent larger ideas about authority, hope,
and healing. Detailed analysis helps readers uncover these symbolic meanings and
appreciate the novel’s layers beyond the surface narrative.

Themes for Classroom Discussion and Essay Topics

If you’re a student or teacher, one of the most valuable aspects of a two weeks with the
queen study guide is its curated list of discussion prompts and essay questions. These can
spark deeper thinking and encourage critical engagement with the text.

Some examples include:

- How does Colin’s view of the world change throughout the story?
- Discuss the role of humor in the novel. How does it affect the tone and message?
- Analyze the significance of the setting in shaping the narrative.
- How do secondary characters influence Colin’s journey?

These questions not only reinforce comprehension but also encourage personal reflection
and interpretation.

Tips for Using a Two Weeks with the Queen Study Guide
Effectively

To get the most out of a study guide, it’s helpful to approach it as a companion rather than
just a summary tool. Here are some practical tips:

- **Read the novel first:** Immerse yourself in the story without distractions, then use the
guide to deepen your understanding.
- **Take notes:** Highlight parts of the guide that resonate with you or raise new questions.
- **Discuss with peers:** Sharing insights can reveal different perspectives and enrich your
interpretation.
- **Use the guide for revision:** Before exams or essays, revisit the guide to refresh key
points and themes.
- **Engage with supplemental materials:** Some guides include quizzes, project ideas, or
further reading suggestions that can broaden your appreciation of the novel.



The Relevance of Two Weeks with the Queen Today

Though penned decades ago, the themes in Two Weeks with the Queen remain relevant.
Issues like illness, family separation, and the resilience of children in difficult times continue
to resonate. A thoughtful study guide helps bridge the gap between the novel’s historical
setting and contemporary readers, offering insights into human nature and empathy.

Whether you’re exploring the novel for the first time or revisiting it with fresh eyes, a well-
crafted study guide can transform your reading journey. It equips you with the tools to
analyze, discuss, and appreciate the nuanced storytelling that Morris Gleitzman delivers,
ensuring that the emotional and intellectual impact of Two Weeks with the Queen endures.

By approaching the novel through the lens of a study guide, readers can uncover new
meanings and connections—making this classic not just a story about two weeks in the life
of a boy, but a timeless exploration of hope, courage, and love.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Two Weeks with
the Queen'?
The main themes in 'Two Weeks with the Queen' include family, illness, friendship, courage,
and the struggle of dealing with adversity.

Who is the protagonist of 'Two Weeks with the Queen'
and what is his primary goal?
The protagonist is Colin Mudford, a young boy who travels to London to seek help for his
brother's leukemia, demonstrating determination and hope.

How does the setting of London contribute to the story
in 'Two Weeks with the Queen'?
London serves as a contrasting backdrop to Colin's Australian home, highlighting his
feelings of displacement and the challenges he faces in navigating a new environment
while trying to save his brother.

What role does humor play in 'Two Weeks with the
Queen'?
Humor is used to balance the serious themes of illness and loss, making the story more
accessible and relatable, and helping to develop the characters' resilience.



How can students use the 'Two Weeks with the Queen'
study guide to enhance their understanding of the
novel?
Students can use the study guide to explore key themes, analyze characters, review
important plot points, and engage with critical thinking questions that deepen their
comprehension of the novel's messages.

Additional Resources
Two Weeks with the Queen Study Guide: A Comprehensive Analysis for Educators and
Students

two weeks with the queen study guide serves as an essential resource for educators,
students, and literary enthusiasts aiming to delve deeper into Morris Gleitzman’s acclaimed
novel. This guide offers a structured approach to understanding the complex themes,
character developments, and narrative techniques that define the story. By integrating
literary analysis with contextual background and discussion prompts, the study guide
enhances readers’ engagement and comprehension, making it a valuable tool in academic
settings.

Understanding the Context and Themes

The novel "Two Weeks with the Queen" explores a poignant and multifaceted narrative
centered around a young boy, Colin, who travels from Australia to London in hopes of
finding a cure for his brother’s terminal illness. The study guide meticulously unpacks the
socio-political and emotional contexts that frame the story, encouraging readers to
examine the intersection of personal hardship and broader societal issues.

Exploration of Major Themes

One of the strengths of the two weeks with the queen study guide lies in its thorough
exploration of the book’s central themes. These include:

Illness and Mortality: The guide prompts readers to consider how the narrative
confronts the realities of disease and death, particularly from a child’s perspective.

Family and Relationships: It highlights the dynamics between Colin, his family, and
the strangers he encounters, underscoring themes of love, sacrifice, and resilience.

Cultural Differences: The contrast between Australian and British settings opens
discussions on identity, belonging, and adaptation.

Hope and Determination: The guide encourages analysis of Colin’s unwavering



hope and proactive attitude in the face of adversity.

These thematic explorations are supplemented with targeted questions and activities,
fostering critical thinking and personal reflection.

Character Analysis and Development

Delving into character study is another cornerstone of the two weeks with the queen study
guide. It provides detailed profiles and trajectories for the novel’s primary and secondary
characters, enabling readers to trace emotional growth and interpersonal dynamics
throughout the narrative.

Colin: The Protagonist’s Journey

The guide scrutinizes Colin’s character, emphasizing his transformation from a naive and
idealistic boy to someone grappling with complex emotions and realities. It draws attention
to his motivations, coping mechanisms, and moral dilemmas, facilitating empathy and
deeper understanding.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

Beyond the protagonist, the study guide examines characters such as Ted, Colin’s uncle,
and other figures who influence the plot and Colin’s worldview. By analyzing their roles,
readers gain insight into how secondary characters contribute to thematic development
and narrative tension.

Literary Techniques and Narrative Style

An essential component of the two weeks with the queen study guide is its focus on literary
craftsmanship. It encourages readers to identify and analyze Morris Gleitzman’s use of
narrative voice, humor, and dialogue in conveying serious subject matter.

Narrative Perspective and Tone

The study guide discusses how the first-person narrative provides immediacy and intimacy,
allowing readers to experience Colin’s thoughts and feelings directly. It also examines the
balance between humor and pathos, a technique Gleitzman employs to tackle difficult
topics without alienating younger readers.



Symbolism and Imagery

Readers are guided to explore symbolic elements and imagery throughout the novel, such
as the titular reference to the Queen, which represents hope and authority. This analysis
deepens appreciation for the novel’s layered storytelling.

Educational Applications and Discussion Prompts

Designed with classroom use in mind, the two weeks with the queen study guide offers a
variety of pedagogical tools. It includes discussion questions, essay topics, and creative
assignments that stimulate engagement and comprehension.

Discussion Questions

The guide proposes open-ended questions that challenge readers to articulate
interpretations and relate themes to their own experiences, such as:

How does Colin’s view of illness change throughout the novel?1.

What role does hope play in the characters’ actions?2.

In what ways do cultural differences affect Colin’s journey?3.

Essay and Project Ideas

To further academic engagement, the guide suggests essay prompts focusing on character
analysis, thematic exploration, and the author’s narrative techniques. Creative projects,
such as diary entries from Colin’s perspective or dramatization of key scenes, encourage
immersive learning.

Comparative Insights and Critical Perspectives

In addition to facilitating individual analysis, the two weeks with the queen study guide
positions the novel within a broader literary framework. It draws comparisons with other
young adult novels addressing similar themes, offering critical perspectives that enhance
interpretive depth.



Comparisons with Contemporary Works

The guide references works like "Bridge to Terabithia" and "Wonder," highlighting
commonalities in dealing with childhood adversity and emotional growth. This comparative
approach broadens readers’ literary horizons and contextual understanding.

Critical Reception and Impact

By summarizing critical responses and the novel’s reception, the study guide provides
insight into its cultural significance and educational value. This information aids educators
in framing the novel’s importance within curriculum planning.

Pros and Cons of Using the Study Guide

While the two weeks with the queen study guide is comprehensive, it is important to
consider its strengths and potential limitations.

Pros: Detailed thematic and character analysis, versatile discussion prompts,
integration of literary techniques, and alignment with educational standards.

Cons: Some educators may find the guide’s depth challenging for younger or less
experienced readers; the focus on analytical questions might overshadow creative
interpretation in certain contexts.

Despite these considerations, the guide remains a highly effective resource for fostering a
nuanced understanding of the novel.

The two weeks with the queen study guide thus stands as a robust companion for anyone
seeking to explore Morris Gleitzman’s work beyond surface-level reading. By combining
literary analysis with practical educational tools, it enriches the reading experience and
stimulates thoughtful discourse, making it a valuable addition to literary studies and
classroom instruction alike.
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  two weeks with the queen study guide: Australian Books in Print 1998 Bowker, 1998-04
...excellent coverage...essential to worldwide bibliographic coverage.--AMERICAN REFERENCE
BOOKS ANNUAL. This comprehensive reference provides current finding & ordering information on
more than 75,000 in-print books published in or about Australia, or written by Australian authors,
organized by title, author, & keyword. You'll also find brief profiles of more than 7,000 publishers &
distributors whose titles are represented, as well as information on trade associations, local agents
of overseas publishers, literary awards, & more. From D.W. Thorpe.
  two weeks with the queen study guide: No Regrets Christy Mahler Mills, 2010-02-22 When
Samantha Manning, her two sisters, and her parents move from West Virginia to Pensacola, Florida,
they feel like they have landed in paradise. As she begins to settle into her life, she quickly discovers
that life in Florida is so much more exciting and confusing than her old life. And then the worst thing
ever happens, her father has a stroke and dies the week after her thirteenth birthday. Her hopes and
dreams begin to vanish as she makes one bad decision after another. She must find a way to pick up
the pieces of her life as her very existence crumbles beneath her. Will she be able to emerge from
the ashes and find a better life? Sam realizes that the exciting future that she once longed for is far
from reality, because she made decisions that have brought heartache and pain to her family and
friends. After years of catastrophes, including unwanted pregnancies and untimely death, she finds
hope with the one person she initially hesitated to trust, Ty. But, is it too late to start over and get
back the life that she so desperately wants?
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Study Guide for Agricultural Pest Control
Advisers on Plant Growth Regulators , 1978
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Australian National Bibliography , 1996-12
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Animal Behavior for Shelter Veterinarians and Staff
Brian A. DiGangi, Victoria A. Cussen, Pamela J. Reid, Kristen A. Collins, 2022-06-01 A comprehensive
resource to understand the behavioral considerations for intake, management, and rehoming of dogs
and cats Animal Behavior for Shelter Veterinarians and Staff provides readers with comprehensive
information addressing the behavior of both animals and humans associated with the intake,
management, and rehoming of dogs and cats. To aid in practical application, the book covers
specific behavior considerations in both dogs and cats. Topics are separated by animal to allow for
easy accessibility by professionals who are actively working in the field. Sample topics covered
within the book include: The behavior issues that are a common cause of pet relinquishment
Behavioral assessment, behavior modification, the integration of behavioral well-being into
sheltering Welfare assessment, psychopharmacology, safety net programs, and caring for animals
during long-term legal holds Equine care and caring for small mammals Animal Behavior for Shelter
Veterinarians and Staff is a must-have reference for evidence-based practical tips, techniques, and
protocols for everyday use in animal shelters by shelter volunteers and staff, as well as professional
trainers, behaviorists, and veterinarians working with shelters.
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Forthcoming Books Rose Arny, 1991
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Charles Dickens's A Tale of Two Cities Ruth
Glancy, 2013-10-23 Since its publication in 1859, A Tale of Two Cities has remained the best-known
fictional recreation of the French Revolution, and one of Charles Dickens’s most exciting novels. A
Tale of Two Cities blends a moving love story with the familiar figures of the Revolution—Bastille
prisoners, a starving Parisian mob, and an indolent aristocracy. Taking the form of a sourcebook,
this guide to Dickens's dramatic novel offers: extensive introductory comment on the contexts and
many interpretations of the text, from publication to the present annotated extracts from key
contextual documents, reviews, critical works and the text itself cross-references between
documents and sections of the guide, in order to suggest links between texts, contexts and criticism
suggestions for further reading. This volume is essential reading for all those beginning detailed
study of A Tale of Two Cities and seeking not only a guide to the novel, but a way through the wealth
of contextual and critical material that surrounds Dickens' text.
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Study Guide to The Odyssey by Homer Intelligent



Education, 2020-09-12 A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth explanation, essay, and test
prep for Homer’s The Odyssey, possibly the most famous epic poems in history. As an epic poem of
ancient Greece, it is the second oldest surviving work in Western literature. Moreover, this work has
achieved a title as a Western classic. This Bright Notes Study Guide explores the context and history
of Homer’s classic work, helping students to thoroughly explore the reasons it has stood the literary
test of time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work -
Character Summaries - Plot Guides - Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As
The Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of
literature, exploring characters, critical commentary, historical background, plots, and themes. This
set of study guides encourages readers to dig deeper in their understanding by including essay
questions and answers as well as topics for further research.
  two weeks with the queen study guide: The 4 X 4 Block Schedule J. Allen Queen, Kimberly
Gaskey Isenhour, 1998 This practical book shows you how to motivate and train teachers, establish
community support, develop new classroom strategies, and measure success of the 4 X 4 block
schedule.
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Children's Books in Print R R Bowker Publishing,
Bowker, 1999-12
  two weeks with the queen study guide: The Rotarian , 1976-01 Established in 1911, The
Rotarian is the official magazine of Rotary International and is circulated worldwide. Each issue
contains feature articles, columns, and departments about, or of interest to, Rotarians. Seventeen
Nobel Prize winners and 19 Pulitzer Prize winners – from Mahatma Ghandi to Kurt Vonnegut Jr. –
have written for the magazine.
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Farmers' Guide , 1897
  two weeks with the queen study guide: The Economist , 1867
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Bowker's Guide to Characters in Fiction , 2003
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Current Catalog National Library of Medicine
(U.S.), 1980 First multi-year cumulation covers six years: 1965-70.
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Ephesians Ralph Robert Gomez, 2023-09-14 This is a
nine-week precept Bible study specifically written for home groups and contains deep theological
doctrine and practical application for everyday living. Paul wrote Ephesians about five years after he
completed his third missionary journey. It is one of four letters he wrote while imprisoned in Rome
for a crime he did not commit. This study will guide your home group through Ephesians, and
contains in-depth commentary as well as practical application questions and answers. Any believer
at any level can benefit from this study. Ephesians tackles difficult topics such as the Trinity,
adoption, predestination, prophecy, the rapture, the second coming, the mystery of God's plan,
spiritual warfare, and much more. Ephesians is considered a how-to manual for Christian living and
encourages believers to walk in a manner worthy of being called children of God. A main theme
throughout Paul's letter is unity among believers. Paul planted the Ephesian church during his
second missionary journey and knew the Ephesians very well. Near the end of his letter, Paul
warned believers to prepare for war. He called this war a spiritual battle between God and Satan.
Paul even used military terms to describe this spiritual battle; for example, he told Christians to put
on the full armor of God, so that [they] will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil
(Ephesians 6:11 NASB). Get ready to take another adventure with the Apostle Paul as he reconnects
with the believers in Ephesus to remind them of their Christian duty and encourage them to keep the
faith. The Christian life is meant to have an impact on the world and should not be lived in secret.
Not only should the believer's life be evident to all, but their lives should be a spiritual light that
leads others to Christ. As Paul said, Awaken sleeper, and arise from the dead (Ephesians 5:14
NASB). That's what Christians are called to do today, arise and make a difference in their home, at
work, and in their community. Enjoy this journey with the Apostle Paul as he encourages his friends
in Ephesus to keep the faith. Here are some other precept Bible study's written specifically for home
groups. Acts: The Birth of the Church (12 weeks) Acts: Paul's Three Missionary Journeys (10 weeks)



Acts: Paul's Arrest, Trial and Imprisonment (8 weeks) Galatians: Oh, You Foolish Galatians (8 weeks)
Ephesians: Queen of the Epistles (9 weeks)
  two weeks with the queen study guide: The Wytheville Cook Book , 1921
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Life John Ames Mitchell, 1895
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Life , 1895
  two weeks with the queen study guide: Flight , 1923
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