
the revolt of the elites
The Revolt of the Elites: Understanding a Modern Societal Shift

the revolt of the elites is a phrase that has gained traction in recent years to describe a
growing divide between the traditional power holders—those with wealth, education, and
influence—and the broader population that feels increasingly marginalized. This
phenomenon reflects not just political tensions but deep cultural and economic shifts that
are reshaping societies around the world. To truly grasp the implications of this revolt, it’s
important to explore its origins, manifestations, and what it means for the future of
democracy and social cohesion.

What Does the Revolt of the Elites Mean?

At its core, the revolt of the elites refers to a backlash from privileged groups who feel
that their status, values, and worldview are under threat from populist movements and
changing social dynamics. Unlike typical revolts, which often involve the disenfranchised
rising against the elite, this revolt is somewhat paradoxical: it is the elites themselves
pushing back against the rising tide of populism, nationalism, and anti-establishment
sentiments.

This concept gained prominence through scholars and political commentators who
observed how highly educated and economically successful individuals are increasingly
distancing themselves from the mainstream culture and politics that they once dominated.
The elites tend to cluster in global cities, engage in cosmopolitan lifestyles, and hold
progressive views on social issues, which can alienate them from more traditional or
working-class populations.

The Origins of the Revolt

Understanding the revolt of the elites requires looking at the broader historical and
economic context. Over the last few decades, globalization, technological advances, and
neoliberal economic policies have transformed societies:

- **Globalization** has concentrated wealth and opportunities in urban centers and
knowledge-based industries, benefiting an elite class disproportionately.
- **Technological innovation** has created new winners—tech entrepreneurs, financiers,
and highly skilled professionals—while displacing many in manufacturing and traditional
sectors.
- **Cultural shifts** toward liberal values around identity, immigration, and
multiculturalism have created cultural gaps between elites and other social groups.

This context breeds frustration on both sides. While elites see themselves as champions of
progress and modernity, many others feel abandoned, left behind economically and
culturally. The revolt, therefore, is as much about cultural identity as it is about



economics.

The Cultural Divide and Its Impact

One of the most visible aspects of the revolt of the elites is the cultural divide that has
emerged in many democracies. This divide is often framed as “us versus them,” where
“us” represents the educated, urban, and progressive elite, and “them” refers to the
working class, rural populations, or those holding more traditional values.

Education and Values

Education plays a central role in this divide. The elites typically have access to higher
education and are immersed in environments that promote global citizenship, diversity,
and innovation. Their values often include openness to immigration, environmentalism,
and social justice.

Conversely, many outside these elite circles prioritize stability, national identity, and
economic security. They may perceive the elite’s values as out of touch or even
threatening to their way of life. This gap in values fuels political polarization and distrust.

Economic Inequality and Social Mobility

Economic factors cannot be ignored when discussing the revolt of the elites. Rising income
inequality and diminishing social mobility have created a sense of economic insecurity
among large segments of the population. The elites, often insulated from these struggles,
may be seen as indifferent or responsible for policies that exacerbate inequality.

This perception reinforces the revolt dynamic, as the elites defend globalization and free
markets, while many others seek protectionist measures and government intervention to
safeguard their livelihoods.

Political Consequences of the Revolt of the Elites

The political landscape has been deeply affected by this revolt. Populist leaders and
movements have capitalized on the resentment toward elites, promising to restore power
to “the people” and challenge established institutions.

Rise of Populism and Anti-Establishment Sentiments

Populism thrives on the narrative that elites are out of touch and corrupt. Campaigns often
target the media, academia, and political establishments—domains where elites are highly



visible. The revolt manifests as a rejection of traditional political parties and experts,
favoring outsiders who claim to represent common citizens.

Challenges to Democratic Institutions

This revolt can strain democratic institutions, as increasing polarization makes consensus-
building difficult. When elites and the broader population live in different informational
bubbles and hold divergent worldviews, trust in institutions erodes. This can lead to
gridlock, political instability, and in extreme cases, threats to democratic norms.

How Elites Respond to the Revolt

Elites have varied in their responses to this growing divide. Some double down on their
positions, advocating for globalism, multiculturalism, and liberal economic policies. Others
attempt to bridge the gap by engaging with disenfranchised communities and addressing
economic inequalities.

Strategies for Reconnecting

To reduce tensions, some elites focus on:

- **Promoting inclusive policies** that address economic inequality and provide
opportunities for all.
- **Improving communication** to better understand and respect different value systems.
- **Encouraging civic engagement** among marginalized groups to foster a sense of
belonging.

These approaches recognize that the revolt of the elites is not just a political problem but
a social and cultural challenge requiring empathy and dialogue.

The Role of Media and Technology

Media and technology play a crucial role in either widening or narrowing the divide. Social
media platforms can create echo chambers, reinforcing existing biases. However, they can
also be used to share diverse perspectives and promote mutual understanding if leveraged
responsibly.

Looking Forward: Navigating a Divided Society

The revolt of the elites highlights fundamental questions about identity, fairness, and the
future of governance. Addressing these issues requires nuanced solutions that go beyond



simplistic binaries.

Building Bridges Across Divides

One hopeful path lies in building bridges across cultural and economic divides. This
involves:

- Encouraging dialogue between different social groups.
- Reforming education to emphasize critical thinking and empathy.
- Designing economic policies that foster shared prosperity.

Embracing Complexity

Recognizing that societies are complex and multifaceted helps move beyond the “us vs.
them” mentality. Elites and non-elites alike have unique contributions to make, and
collaboration can unlock new possibilities for innovation and social cohesion.

In the end, the revolt of the elites is a mirror reflecting broader societal tensions. It
challenges everyone to reconsider assumptions, listen more carefully, and work together
toward a more inclusive future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Revolt of the Elites' about?
'The Revolt of the Elites' is a concept and book by Christopher Lasch that explores the
growing disconnect and resentment between the societal elites and the broader
population, highlighting how elites have increasingly isolated themselves and abandoned
traditional civic responsibilities.

Who is the author of 'The Revolt of the Elites'?
The author of 'The Revolt of the Elites' is Christopher Lasch, an American historian and
social critic.

When was 'The Revolt of the Elites' published?
'The Revolt of the Elites and the Betrayal of Democracy' was published in 1995.

What main issues does 'The Revolt of the Elites'
address?
The book addresses issues such as the growing cultural and economic divide between
elites and the general population, the decline of democratic engagement, and how elites



prioritize their own interests over the common good.

How has 'The Revolt of the Elites' influenced political
discourse?
'The Revolt of the Elites' has influenced political discourse by providing a framework to
understand populist movements and critiques of globalization, highlighting tensions
between elites and ordinary citizens in contemporary politics.

What examples demonstrate the 'revolt' described by
Lasch?
Examples include elites withdrawing from civic participation, sending their children to
exclusive schools, residing in gated communities, and pursuing globalized careers that
detach them from local concerns, thereby contributing to social fragmentation.

Is 'The Revolt of the Elites' still relevant today?
Yes, the themes of 'The Revolt of the Elites' remain relevant as issues of inequality,
political polarization, and elite detachment continue to shape societies worldwide.

How does 'The Revolt of the Elites' relate to populism?
The book's analysis of elite disengagement and self-interest helps explain the rise of
populist movements, which often arise as a backlash against perceived elite indifference
and social inequality.

Additional Resources
The Revolt of the Elites: Unpacking a Growing Socio-Political Phenomenon

the revolt of the elites is a phrase that has increasingly entered political and sociological
discourse in recent years. It describes a complex and often contentious dynamic where the
traditional ruling or intellectual classes appear to be distancing themselves from the
broader population, sometimes actively rejecting or opposing the values, concerns, and
political preferences of the majority. This phenomenon is reshaping political landscapes,
influencing cultural debates, and challenging assumptions about leadership and
representation in modern democracies.

Understanding the revolt of the elites requires analyzing the socio-economic, cultural, and
political factors that drive this separation. It also involves considering the implications for
democratic legitimacy, social cohesion, and policy-making. This article delves into the
origins, manifestations, and consequences of this revolt, while exploring the critical
debates surrounding elite behavior and public trust.



Defining the Revolt of the Elites

At its core, the revolt of the elites refers to a scenario in which individuals or groups
traditionally viewed as societal leaders—whether political, economic, academic, or
cultural—actively disengage from or oppose the prevailing sentiments of the general
population. Unlike earlier elite models where leaders sought to represent or at least
accommodate popular interests, this new pattern involves a perceptible alienation or even
disdain for the “common” citizen’s worldview.

This revolt is not simply about power struggles; it touches on identity, values, and
legitimacy. It often manifests as elites embracing globalized, cosmopolitan perspectives
that clash with nationalist, populist, or traditional viewpoints. The outcome is a growing
divide between “the people” and “those at the top,” which can lead to political
polarization, social unrest, and institutional distrust.

Historical Context and Evolution

Historically, elites have fluctuated between periods of integration with and separation
from the masses. For example, during the post-World War II era, many Western elites
championed inclusive economic growth and welfare policies that broadly benefited the
middle and working classes. However, starting in the late 20th century, economic
globalization, technological change, and shifts in cultural values began to alter elite
orientations.

Increasingly, elites in finance, academia, and media have embraced meritocratic and
globalist ideals that prioritize international cooperation and economic liberalization. While
these positions have spurred innovation and wealth creation, they have also been
perceived by some segments of the population as neglecting local concerns or
exacerbating inequality. This perceived neglect has fueled resentment and the sense that
elites are revolting against the traditional social contract.

Key Drivers Behind the Revolt of the Elites

Several interrelated factors contribute to the phenomenon, including economic disparities,
cultural shifts, and political realignments.

Economic Inequality and Disconnection

One of the most significant underpinnings is the growing economic inequality seen in
many developed countries. Data from organizations such as the OECD highlight that
income and wealth concentration at the top have increased substantially over the past four
decades. As elites accumulate disproportionate wealth, their lived experiences diverge
from those of average citizens.



This economic gulf often translates into differing priorities. Elites may favor policies that
protect capital mobility and innovation, whereas larger portions of the population
prioritize job security, wage growth, and social safety nets. The disconnect fuels
perceptions that elites are out of touch or indifferent to everyday struggles.

Cultural and Value-Based Polarization

Cultural dynamics also play a crucial role. Elites tend to embrace progressive social
values, including multiculturalism, environmentalism, and global citizenship. Meanwhile,
many voters, especially in rural or less urbanized areas, emphasize tradition, national
identity, and skepticism toward rapid social change.

This divergence creates a cultural fault line. The revolt of the elites can be seen as an
intellectual and ideological rejection of popular cultural norms, with elites establishing
social and educational institutions that reinforce their worldview, sometimes perceived as
dismissive of dissenting opinions.

Political Realignment and Populist Backlash

Politically, the revolt of the elites has fueled the rise of populist movements worldwide.
These movements capitalize on anti-elite sentiments by portraying established political
and economic leaders as corrupt, self-serving, or disconnected from “ordinary people.”
The political realignment often pits cosmopolitan liberal elites against nationalist populist
forces.

This dynamic complicates governance as elites may resist populist demands that they view
as regressive or harmful, while populist leaders rally mass support by championing anti-
elitism. The resulting tension challenges traditional party structures and policy consensus.

Manifestations of the Revolt of the Elites

Understanding how this revolt appears in practice offers insight into its broader socio-
political impact.

Elite Institutions and Public Perception

Institutions traditionally associated with elites—universities, media organizations,
financial centers, and bureaucracies—often become focal points of criticism. Surveys, such
as those conducted by Pew Research Center, indicate declining trust in these institutions
among broad populations.

For example, universities are sometimes criticized for promoting ideological conformity or
being disconnected from workforce realities. Similarly, mainstream media is accused of



bias or promoting elite narratives that ignore grassroots concerns. This skepticism erodes
institutional legitimacy and complicates efforts to foster social consensus.

Political Expression and Policy Implications

The revolt influences electoral outcomes and policy debates. Political outsiders and
insurgent candidates frequently campaign on anti-elite platforms, promising to restore
power and voice to marginalized communities. This shift alters policy priorities, with
increased emphasis on immigration restrictions, protectionism, and social conservatism in
some contexts.

Conversely, some elites double down on technocratic governance and evidence-based
policy, distancing themselves from populist rhetoric. This stance can deepen the divide
and limit dialogue between different social groups.

Globalization and the Elite Paradigm

Globalization has accelerated elite revolts by fostering transnational networks and
identities that seem remote to many citizens. Elite professionals often live in global cities
and operate within international frameworks, contrasting with the localized experiences of
many voters.

This global-local tension is evident in debates over trade, immigration, and sovereignty.
The revolt of the elites is thus partly a reaction against perceived losses of national control
and cultural cohesion, crystallizing in political movements that seek to reclaim autonomy.

Implications and Challenges Ahead

The ongoing revolt of the elites poses complex challenges for democratic societies,
governance, and social stability.

Pros and Cons of the Elite Revolt Dynamic

Pros: The revolt can stimulate necessary debates about representation,
accountability, and social equity. It can expose elite complacency and prompt
reforms aimed at narrowing socio-economic gaps.

Cons: However, it risks deepening polarization, undermining institutional trust, and
fostering populist authoritarianism. The rejection of expert knowledge and global
cooperation can hinder effective policymaking on issues like climate change and
economic development.



Bridging the Divide

Addressing the divide requires efforts from both elites and broader society. Elites must
engage more authentically with diverse populations, acknowledging legitimate grievances
and adapting policies to local realities. Simultaneously, the public needs access to quality
education and opportunities that enable upward mobility and greater understanding of
complex global issues.

Innovations in political participation, such as deliberative democracy and community
engagement initiatives, may help rebuild trust. Equally important is fostering media
literacy to combat misinformation that exacerbates elite-populist tensions.

Future Outlook

The revolt of the elites is unlikely to dissipate soon, given structural economic and cultural
trends. Its trajectory will depend on how societies manage competing demands for
inclusion, identity, and governance. The balance between elite expertise and popular
sovereignty remains a defining challenge for the 21st century.

Navigating this landscape demands nuanced analysis and inclusive dialogue, striving to
reconcile elite leadership with democratic legitimacy in a rapidly changing world.
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disparity between wealth and poverty is clear evidence of the historic reversal. The crisis of the
middle class, and not simply the growing chasm between wealth and poverty, needs to be
emphasized in a sober analysis of our prospects.
  the revolt of the elites: From The New Radicalism in America to The Revolt of the Elites
Zach Harkenrider, 2001
  the revolt of the elites: New York Magazine , 1995-01-09 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  the revolt of the elites: The Anthropology of Elites J. Abbink, T. Salverda, 2012-12-28 Offering
insightful anthropological-historical contributions to the understanding of elites worldwide, this book
helps us grasp their ways of life and role in times of contested global inequalities. Case studies
include the Polish gentry, the white former colonial elite of Mauritius, professional elites, and
transnational (financial) elites.
  the revolt of the elites: Twilight of the Elites Chris Hayes, 2013-06-11 A powerful and original
argument that traces the roots of our present crisis of authority to an unlikely source: the
meritocracy. Over the past decade, Americans watched in bafflement and rage as one institution
after another – from Wall Street to Congress, the Catholic Church to corporate America, even Major
League Baseball – imploded under the weight of corruption and incompetence. In the wake of the
Fail Decade, Americans have historically low levels of trust in their institutions; the social contract
between ordinary citizens and elites lies in tatters. How did we get here? With Twilight of the Elites,
Christopher Hayes offers a radically novel answer. Since the 1960s, as the meritocracy elevated a
more diverse group of men and women into power, they learned to embrace the accelerating
inequality that had placed them near the very top. Their ascension heightened social distance and
spawned a new American elite--one more prone to failure and corruption than any that came before
it. Mixing deft political analysis, timely social commentary, and deep historical understanding,
Twilight of the Elites describes how the society we have come to inhabit – utterly forgiving at the top
and relentlessly punitive at the bottom – produces leaders who are out of touch with the people they
have been trusted to govern. Hayes argues that the public's failure to trust the federal government,
corporate America, and the media has led to a crisis of authority that threatens to engulf not just our
politics but our day-to-day lives. Upending well-worn ideological and partisan categories, Hayes
entirely reorients our perspective on our times. Twilight of the Elites is the defining work of social
criticism for the post-bailout age.
  the revolt of the elites: Philosophy in a Time of Lost Spirit Ronald Beiner, Conference for the
Study of Political Thought, 1997-01-01 In this collection of his essays and reviews, Ronald Beiner
probes the boundaries of our social world and develops his own intellectual challenge to liberalism
in a critical review of contemporary thinkers.
  the revolt of the elites: The System of Antichrist Charles Upton, 2005 The System of
Antichrist examines the present religious and cultural scene from the standpoint of traditional
metaphysics and critiques the New Age spiritualities within their postmodern context. Its many
references to Rene Guenon and Frithjof Schuon also help introduce these important but little-known
'traditionalist' thinkers. The book presents lore relating to the 'latter days' of the present cycle from
the vantage point of comparative religion, drawing upon relevant doctrines from Buddhism,
Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Zoroastrianism, and the Native American traditions. It also
speculates upon the social, psychic, and spiritual nature of that being known to Christianity,
Judaism, and Islam as the Antichrist, presenting him as both an individual and a system and warning
those willing to be warned against the spiritual seduction and terror he represents, and against the
regime which will be-and is-the social expression of that seduction and that terror. Finally, in tracing
the roots of Antichrist in the fallen nature of man, the author sketches the particular quality of



spirituality proper to apocalyptic times, the dangers it faces, the unique opportunities open to it. And
along the way he describes his own course from the 'spiritual revolution' of the 1960s, through the
world of New Age spiritualities, to the threshold of traditional esoterism and metaphysics. As he
says, speaking of the angst that characterizes the modern world: 'The specific medicine for the
shock of despair is the deeper shock of meaning. Nothing but the weight of eternity, breaking
through the thin, brittle shell of the postmodern sky, can set us on our feet.'
  the revolt of the elites: Elite Cultures Stephen Nugent, Cris Shore, 2003-12-16 Drawing on a
diverse, comparative ethnographic literature, this new volume examines the intimate spaces and
cultural practices of those elites who occupy positions of power and authority across a variety of
different settings. Using ethnographic case studies from a wide range of geographical areas,
including Mexico, Peru, Amazonia, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Europe, North America and Africa, the
contributors explore the inner worlds of meaning and practice that define and sustain elite
identities. They also provide insights into the cultural mechanisms that maintain elite status, and
into the complex ways that elite groups relate to, and are embedded within, wider social and
historical processes.
  the revolt of the elites: Democracy and the Quest for Justice William Gay, T. A. Alekseeva,
2004 This book examines the changes and challenges to democracy particularly in contemporary
Russia. In the first section, Russian and American philosophers scrutinize the virtues and vices
facing a country changing to a democratic government. The book, secondly, explores the challenges
facing a democratic Russia. Lastly, the book considers carefully issues of social justice arising from
the relationship between democracy and the current economic climate of globalization. The series
Contemporary Russian Philosophy explores a variety of perspectives in and on philosophy as it is
currently being practiced in Russia. Co-sponsored by the Center for Professional and Applied Ethics
at the University of North Carolina, Charlotte, and by the Russian Philosophical Society, this special
series features collaborative works between Russians and Americans, collections of essays by
Russians, and monographs by Russians. All volumes are published in English.
  the revolt of the elites: Religion and the Populist Radical Right: Secular Christianism
and Populism in Western Europe Nicholas Morieson, 2021-07-06 In Western Europe, populist
radical right parties are calling for a return to Christian or Judeo-Christian values and identity. The
growing electoral success of many of these parties may suggest that, after decades of secularisation,
Western Europeans are returning to religion. Yet these parties do not tell their supporters to go to
church, believe in God, or practise traditional Christian values. Instead, they claim that their
respective national identities and cultures are the product of a Christian or Judeo-Christian tradition
which either encompasses—or has produced—secular modernity. This book poses the question: if
Western European politics is secular, why has religious identity become a core element of populist
radical right discourse? To answer this question, Morieson examines the discursive use of religion by
two of the most powerful and influential populist radical right parties: The French National Front
and the Dutch Party for Freedom. Based on this examination, he argues that the populist radical
right has capitalised on a cultural shift engendered by the increasing visibility of Islam in Europe.
Western Europeans’ encounter with Islam has revealed the non-universal nature of Western
European secularism to Europeans, and demonstrated the secularisation of Christianity into Western
European ‘culture.’ This, in turn, has allowed secular French and Dutch citizens to identify
themselves—as well as their nation and, ultimately, Western civilisation—as Christian or
Judeo-Christian. Seizing on this cultural shift, the author contends that the National Front and Party
for Freedom have built successful and similar brands of reactionary politics based on the notion that
contemporary secularism is a product of Europe’s Christian heritage and values, and that therefore
Muslim immigration is an existential threat to the core values of European politics, including the
differentiation of politics and religion, and of church and state. ‘Religion and the Populist Radical
Right: Secular Christianism and Populism in Western Europe’ will be of interest to scholars and
researchers working on the intersections of Political Science, Sociology, and Religion. It will also
appeal to the general audience interested in the relationship between populism in Western Europe



and religious identity as it is written in an accessible style.
  the revolt of the elites: Liberal Democracy, Law and the Citizen Speaker Ian Cram,
2022-08-25 This book delivers an original, theoretically informed analysis of the legal regulation of
online speech. Rejecting the narrow pluralism of elitist and deliberative accounts of the citizen's role
in political discourse, the book defends a participatory account of speech in non-deliberative
settings. The latter account of political pluralism best captures the republican democratic aspiration
for popular, on-going authorship of the laws and the centrality of freedom to dissent in democratic
theory. The legal and policy implications for governments and social media platforms of this
inclusive envisioning of public discourse are then elaborated upon. In the digital world, anyone with
access to the internet can be a speaker. Speech on public platforms has become democratised. At
the same time, aspects of online speech are plainly problematic. Concerns exist about
disinformation, 'fake news', 'deep fakes', 'weaponised speech' and 'trolls'. Offensive speech and the
polarising effects of robustly expressed political opinion are also troublesome. These assorted
downsides of democratised speech are said to undermine the integrity of democratic processes and
institutions. Public debate is distorted and coarsened and the electorate are misled. How ought the
liberal democratic state respond to these challenges? The discussion is intended to be read by
academics and researchers with interests in democratic theory, digital communications and freedom
of expression. It offers a stimulating and distinctive contribution to debates about online speech.
  the revolt of the elites: The Mandarin Effect: The Crisis of Meaning Joe Dixon, 2019-12 Are
you struggling to find meaning in your life? Then you are a victim of the Mandarin Effect. This is one
of the most sinister features of the modern world, and is being highlighted here for the first time.
The force that most contributes to the crisis of meaning is the last one you would expect. Who are
the Mandarins and how are they ruining the world? What can be done about them? Who are the
small group that can combat the Mandarins, and why have they been airbrushed out of history, as if
they never existed? Come inside and read the extraordinary story of a hidden war that is shaping the
destiny of the human race. Humanity is currently losing. But, thanks to one group, hope is not yet
extinguished.
  the revolt of the elites: The End of Power Moises Naim, 2014-03-11 The provocative
bestseller explaining the decline of power in the twenty-first century -- in government, business, and
beyond. br> Power is shifting -- from large, stable armies to loose bands of insurgents, from
corporate leviathans to nimble start-ups, and from presidential palaces to public squares. But power
is also changing, becoming harder to use and easier to lose. In The End of Power, award-winning
columnist and former Foreign Policy editor MoiséNaíilluminates the struggle between
once-dominant megaplayers and the new micropowers challenging them in every field of human
endeavor. Drawing on provocative, original research and a lifetime of experience in global affairs,
Naíexplains how the end of power is reconfiguring our world. The End of Power will . . . change the
way you look at the world. -- Bill Clinton Extraordinary. -- George Soros Compelling and original. --
Arianna Huffington A fascinating new perspective . . . Naímakes eye-opening connections. -- Francis
Fukuyama
  the revolt of the elites: Postliberal Politics Adrian Pabst, 2021-06-16 Hyper-capitalism and
extreme identity politics are driving us to distraction. Both destroy the basis of a common life shared
across ages and classes. The COVID-19 crisis could accelerate these tendencies further, or it could
herald something more hopeful: a post-liberal moment. Adrian Pabst argues that now is the time for
an alternative – postliberalism – that is centred around trust, dignity, and human relationships.
Instead of reverting to the destabilising inhumanity of 'just-in-time' free-market globalisation, we
could build a politics upon the sense of localism and community spirit, the valuing of family, place
and belonging, which was a real theme of lockdown. We are not obliged to put up with the
restoration of a broken status quo that erodes trust, undermines institutions and trashes our
precious natural environment. We could build a pluralist democracy, decentralise the state, and
promote embedded, mutualist markets. This bold book shows that only a politics which fuses
economic justice with social solidarity and ecological balance can overcome our deep divisions and



save us from authoritarian backlash.​
  the revolt of the elites: Politics and Regimes Paul Edward Gottfried, 2019-09-17 The essays
grouped together in this volume look from differing angles at the crisis of condence faced by the
contemporary state. What we see is the decline of the authority once associated with the Western
nation-state as a source of public order and as a defender of cultural identity. Multiplying and
contradictory rights claims, the breakdown of a shared political frame of reference, and attempts by
public administration to micromanage society have all contributed to the threat to authority. What
remains to be asked is whether the Western paradigm of the state can be restored to the basis of
public faith.
  the revolt of the elites: Breaking the Mormon Code Matthew A. Paulson, 2000-09 In Provo,
Utah, there exists the Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies (FARMS) renowned as
a Mormon think-tank, FARMS is owned and operated by Brigham Young University (BYU) and the
Mormon Church. Their mission seeks to repudiate the opposition, applaud its supporters, and justify
many peculiar Mormon doctrines. This book demonstrates that FARMS often twists the truths to
justify Mormon doctrines. To justify their position they often will utilize inane accusations, misquotes
and equivocation. This collection of deceit from Mormon scholarship is what Matt Paulson has
identified as the breaking of the Mormon Code.
  the revolt of the elites: The Political Economy of Cooperatives and Socialism Bruno Jossa,
2019-10-10 This book argues that capitalism cannot be said to be truly democratic and that a system
of producer cooperatives, or democratically managed enterprises, is needed to give rise to a new
mode of production which is genuinely socialist and fully consistent with the ultimate rationale
underlying Marx’s theoretical approach. The proposition that firms should be run by the workers on
their own, was endorsed by John Dewey, the greatest social thinker of the twentieth century, but is
also shared by Marxists such as Anton Pannekoek, Karl Korsch, Angelo Tasca, Antonio Gramsci and
Richard Wolff. This book explores the history of this argument taking in concepts from economic and
political thought including historical materialism, cooperation, utopianism and economic democracy.
The book will be of significant interest to scholars and students of political economy, Marxism,
socialism, history of economic thought and political theory.
  the revolt of the elites: The Battle of London Frédéric Bastien, 2014-10-01 A bestseller in
Quebec that describes the horse-trading, intrigue and unrest behind Trudeau’s quest to repatriate
the Constitution. After the referendum in 1980, Pierre Elliott Trudeau turned his sights on
repatriating the Constitution in an effort to make Canada fully independent from Britain. What
should have been a simple process snowballed into a complicated intrigue. Quebec, which thought
its prerogatives would be threatened if the Constitution were repatriated, mounted a charm
offensive, replete with fine dining and expensive wines in order to influence key British MPs. Not to
be outdone, Canada’s native leaders, who felt betrayed by the British Crown, decided to enter the
fray, determined to ensure that their cause would triumph. The English Labour Party had a view on
the matter as well, which chiefly involved embarrassing Prime Minister Thatcher as thoroughly as
possible. Historian Frédéric Bastien describes with great flair how the maverick Trudeau and the
uncompromising Thatcher entered into one of history’s most unlikely marriages of convenience in
order to repatriate the Canadian Constitution.
  the revolt of the elites: The Demagogue's Playbook Eric A. Posner, 2020-06-30 An analysis of
demagogues in American political history and an argument for restoring the constitutional
safeguards to protect against them. “It is hard to imagine understanding the Trump presidency and
its significance without reading this book.” —Bob Bauer, former Chief Counsel to President Barack
Obama A New York Times Book Review Editor's Pick What Happens to Democracy When a
Demagogue Comes to Power? What—and who—is a demagogue? How did America’s Founders
envision the presidency? What should a constitutional democracy look like—and how can it be fixed
when it appears to be broken? The extraordinary negative reaction to Trump’s election—by
conservative intellectuals, liberals, Democrats, and global leaders alike—goes beyond ordinary
partisan and policy disagreements. It reflected genuine fear about the vitality of our constitutional



system. The Founders, reaching back to classical precedents, feared that their experiment in mass
self-government could produce a demagogue: a charismatic ruler who would gain and hold on to
power by manipulating the public rather than by advancing the public good. President Trump, who
has played to the mob and attacked institutions from the judiciary to the press, appears to embody
these ideas. How can we move past his rhetoric and maintain faith in our great nation? In The
Demagogue’s Playbook, acclaimed legal scholar Eric A. Posner offers a blueprint for how America
can prevent the rise of another demagogue and protect the features of a democracy that help it
thrive—and restore national greatness, for one and all. “Cuts through the hyperbole and hysteria
that often distorts assessments of our republic, particularly at this time.” —Alan Taylor, winner of
the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for History “An important read for anyone concerned about the fate of
American democracy.” —Steven Levitsky, co-author of How Democracies Die
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