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How to Get a Mortuary Science Degree: Your Guide to Becoming a Funeral Service Professional

how to get a mortuary science degree is a question that often arises for individuals drawn to a
career in funeral services, embalming, or funeral directing. This specialized degree opens doors to a
unique and meaningful profession that combines science, compassion, and business skills. Whether
you're motivated by a desire to support grieving families or fascinated by the scientific aspects of
mortuary work, understanding the pathway to earning this degree is the first step toward a rewarding
career.

In this article, we’ll explore the educational requirements, the best schools offering mortuary science
programs, licensing considerations, and helpful tips to succeed throughout your studies. If you're
wondering how to get a mortuary science degree and what that journey entails, read on for an in-
depth guide that covers everything you need to know.

What Is a Mortuary Science Degree?

Before diving into the process of obtaining a mortuary science degree, it's useful to understand what
this field encompasses. Mortuary science is the study of deceased bodies with a focus on embalming,
restorative art, funeral service management, and grief counseling. A degree in mortuary science
prepares students to become licensed funeral directors or embalmers, professionals who play a
crucial role in managing funerals and supporting families during difficult times.

Programs typically combine coursework in anatomy, pathology, restorative techniques, ethics, and

business administration related to funeral homes. Graduates emerge with both practical skills and
theoretical knowledge needed to handle the responsibilities of this specialized occupation.

Choosing the Right Mortuary Science Program

Accreditation Matters

One of the most important factors when deciding how to get a mortuary science degree is selecting
an accredited program. Accreditation ensures that the curriculum meets industry standards and that
your education will be recognized by licensing boards. In the United States, the American Board of
Funeral Service Education (ABFSE) accredits mortuary science programs, so look for schools approved
by this organization.

Types of Degrees Available

Mortuary science education is typically offered at the associate’s and bachelor’s degree levels. Some



schools also provide certificate programs or advanced degrees, but the most common path is:

- ¥**Associate Degree in Mortuary Science:** Usually a two-year program focusing on core embalming
and funeral directing skills.

- **Bachelor’s Degree in Mortuary Science or Funeral Service:** A four-year program that includes
more in-depth study, often incorporating business management and counseling components.

Choosing between an associate or bachelor’s degree depends on your career goals and the licensing
requirements in your state, as some states require a bachelor’s degree for licensure.

Finding the Right School

Several colleges across the country offer mortuary science degrees. Some of the most well-known
include:

- Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science (Ohio)

- Dallas Institute of Funeral Service (Texas)

- Southern lllinois University (lllinois)

- Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science (Pennsylvania)

When researching schools, consider factors such as location, tuition costs, facilities (especially lab
spaces for embalming practice), faculty expertise, and internship opportunities.

Understanding State Licensing Requirements

Why Licensing Is Essential

Completing a mortuary science degree is only part of the journey. To legally practice as a funeral
director or embalmer, you must obtain licensure in your state. Licensing ensures that professionals
meet minimum standards for competence and ethics, protecting both the public and the integrity of
the profession.

Typical Licensing Steps

Though specific requirements vary by state, the general process includes:

1. **Education:** Graduate from an ABFSE-accredited mortuary science program.

2. ¥*Apprenticeship:** Complete a supervised internship or apprenticeship, often lasting one to two
years, working under a licensed funeral director or embalmer.

3. **Examinations:** Pass the National Board Examination (NBE), which tests scientific knowledge and
funeral service skills.

4. **State License Application:** Apply for a state license, which may require additional exams or
background checks.



Understanding these steps early on can help you plan your education and career path effectively.

What to Expect in a Mortuary Science Program

Core Coursework

Mortuary science programs are a blend of science, technical skills, and business education. Some of
the primary subjects you'll encounter include:

- **Anatomy and Physiology:** Understanding the human body to perform embalming and restorative
techniques accurately.

- **Embalming Techniques:** Learning chemical preservation and sanitation processes.

- **Restorative Art:** Training in reconstructing and cosmetically preparing the deceased.

- **Funeral Service Management:** Covering business operations, law, and ethics in funeral homes.

- ¥**Grief Counseling:** Developing communication skills to support families through loss.

Hands-On Training

Practical experience is crucial in mortuary science education. Most programs include lab sessions
where students practice embalming on donated human cadavers or simulate restorative work. This
hands-on training builds confidence and competence in essential techniques.

Additionally, internships or apprenticeships provide real-world exposure to funeral home operations,
client interactions, and the emotional aspects of the job.

Tips for Success While Pursuing Your Degree

Stay Organized and Manage Time Wisely

Mortuary science programs can be intensive, especially with the combination of science-heavy
coursework and practical labs. Develop a study schedule that balances reading, lab practice, and
internship hours to avoid burnout.

Build Emotional Resilience

Working with deceased individuals and grieving families requires emotional strength. Many students
find counseling courses and peer support groups helpful for developing coping strategies.



Network with Professionals

Connecting with licensed funeral directors and embalmers can provide mentorship, job leads, and
insights into the industry. Attend industry conferences or join funeral service associations to build
your professional network.

Focus on Ethics and Communication

Successful funeral service professionals are not only skilled technicians but also compassionate
communicators. Pay attention to coursework and training that enhance your ability to interact with
grieving families respectfully and empathetically.

Career Opportunities After Earning a Mortuary Science
Degree

Graduating with a degree in mortuary science opens a variety of career paths within the funeral
service industry. Common roles include:

- **Funeral Director:** Managing funeral arrangements, coordinating services, and supporting
families.

- *Embalmer:** Performing preservation and restorative work on deceased bodies.

- *Crematory Operator:** Overseeing cremation processes and regulatory compliance.

- **Funeral Home Manager:** Handling business operations, marketing, and staff supervision.

- ¥**Grief Counselor or Support Specialist:** Providing emotional support and guidance to bereaved
individuals.

Some professionals choose to specialize further, pursue teaching roles in mortuary science programs,
or even enter related fields such as forensic mortuary science.

Exploring internships and part-time work during your studies can help clarify which career path
resonates most with your interests and skills.

Financial Considerations and Funding Your Education

Mortuary science degrees, like other specialized programs, come with tuition and associated costs
such as lab fees, textbooks, and licensure exam fees. To make the educational journey more
affordable:

- **Apply for Scholarships:** Many funeral service organizations and schools offer scholarships
specifically for mortuary science students.

- **Consider Federal Financial Aid:** Fill out the FAFSA to determine eligibility for grants and loans.
- **Look for Work-Study Programs:** Some funeral homes offer paid apprenticeships or part-time
positions that can help offset costs.



- *Budget for Licensing Exams and Continuing Education:** Remember that maintaining licensure
often requires ongoing education, so plan financially for these expenses.

Being proactive about funding can ease stress and allow you to focus fully on your studies.

Embarking on the path of how to get a mortuary science degree involves commitment to a unique
blend of science, service, and business. With the right program, dedication to mastering technical
skills, and a compassionate approach to client care, you can build a fulfilling career in funeral service.
Whether you're guiding families through their most difficult moments or preserving the dignity of the
deceased, this profession offers both challenge and profound meaning. Take the time to research
accredited programs, understand your state’s licensing process, and prepare yourself emotionally and
academically to succeed in this important field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is mortuary science and why should | consider getting a
degree in it?
Mortuary science is the study of funeral service, including embalming, funeral directing, and grief

counseling. A degree in mortuary science prepares you for a career as a funeral director or embalmer,
helping families during difficult times.

What are the typical educational requirements to get a
mortuary science degree?

To earn a mortuary science degree, you typically need a high school diploma or GED to enroll in an
accredited mortuary science program, which usually takes 2 to 4 years to complete, resulting in an
associate's or bachelor's degree.

Are there specific schools or programs that are best for
mortuary science degrees?

Yes, it's important to choose an accredited mortuary science program recognized by the American
Board of Funeral Service Education (ABFSE). Some well-known schools include Cincinnati College of
Mortuary Science, Dallas Institute of Funeral Service, and Southern lllinois University.

What licensure or certification is required after earning a
mortuary science degree?

After completing your degree, you must pass the National Board Examination and fulfill state-specific
licensing requirements, which may include an apprenticeship or internship, to become a licensed
funeral director or embalmer.



Can | pursue a mortuary science degree online, and are there
any hybrid options?

Some institutions offer online or hybrid mortuary science programs, but due to the hands-on nature of
embalming and funeral directing, in-person clinical training is typically required to meet accreditation
and licensing standards.

Additional Resources

How to Get a Mortuary Science Degree: A Professional Guide to Entering the Funeral Services Field

how to get a mortuary science degree is a question that many prospective students and career
changers ask when considering a profession in funeral services and death care. Mortuary science is a
specialized field blending medical knowledge, business acumen, and compassionate care for families
during their most difficult moments. This article explores the educational pathways, accreditation
standards, career implications, and practical considerations involved in obtaining a mortuary science
degree, providing a comprehensive overview for anyone interested in this unique discipline.

Understanding the Scope of Mortuary Science
Education

Mortuary science focuses on the study of embalming, restorative art, funeral service management,
grief counseling, and legal regulations related to death care. To become a licensed funeral director or
embalmer, individuals typically must earn a degree in mortuary science and pass state licensing
examinations. The degree programs are designed to equip students with both theoretical knowledge
and hands-on skills.

When investigating how to get a mortuary science degree, it is essential to recognize the types of
programs available. Most accredited mortuary science programs offer an associate’s or bachelor’s
degree, with some institutions providing specialized certificates or diplomas. The curriculum usually
covers anatomy, pathology, embalming techniques, funeral service law, ethics, and business
management—all critical for a successful career in the industry.

Types of Mortuary Science Programs

* Associate Degree in Mortuary Science: Typically a two-year program, this degree prepares
students for entry-level roles such as embalmer or funeral assistant. It combines classroom
instruction with laboratory practice.

e Bachelor’s Degree in Funeral Service/Mortuary Science: A four-year program that
includes broader coursework in management, psychology, and communication, positioning
graduates for leadership roles within funeral homes.



 Certificate or Diploma Programs: These are often shorter and focus on specific skills such as
embalming or restorative art, suitable for those who already have a related degree or want to
specialize.

Accreditation and Licensing: Critical Steps in the
Process

One of the most important factors when determining how to get a mortuary science degree is
ensuring the program is accredited by the American Board of Funeral Service Education (ABFSE). This
accreditation guarantees the curriculum meets industry standards and qualifies graduates to sit for
licensing exams in most U.S. states.

After completing an accredited program, students must typically fulfill an apprenticeship or internship
requirement, often ranging from one to three years, depending on state regulations. This practical
experience is essential for developing professional competence.

Licensing requirements vary, but most states require candidates to pass a National Board Exam,
which covers both practical embalming skills and funeral service knowledge. Some also require

additional state-specific exams on laws and regulations. Holding a mortuary science degree from an
ABFSE-accredited school is generally a prerequisite to sitting for these exams.

Key Steps in Licensing After Earning a Degree

1. Graduate from an ABFSE-accredited mortuary science program.
2. Complete a state-mandated apprenticeship or internship under a licensed funeral director.

3. Pass the National Board Exam administered by the International Conference of Funeral Service
Examining Boards.

4. Fulfill any additional state-specific licensing requirements, including jurisprudence exams or
background checks.

5. Apply for state licensure to legally practice as a funeral director or embalmer.

Choosing the Right Mortuary Science Program

Selecting the best program requires careful consideration of several factors that directly impact
education quality and career prospects. Prospective students should evaluate:



e Program Accreditation: As noted, ABFSE accreditation is non-negotiable for licensure and
employment credibility.

e Curriculum Content: Look for comprehensive coverage including embalming labs, restorative
art training, and business management courses.

e Faculty Expertise: Programs staffed by experienced funeral service professionals or licensed
embalmers offer practical insights.

¢ Clinical and Internship Opportunities: Partnerships with local funeral homes enhance
hands-on learning and networking.

e Graduation and Licensing Exam Pass Rates: High success rates indicate effective program
preparation for industry demands.

¢ Online vs. On-Campus Options: Some students may prefer hybrid or fully online programs,
though practical embalming skills require in-person training.

Comparing Costs and Duration

The investment in a mortuary science degree varies widely. Associate degrees generally cost less and
take around two years to complete, while bachelor’s degrees demand a higher financial and time
commitment but open more advanced career pathways. Some schools offer financial aid,
scholarships, or payment plans, which can alleviate upfront costs.

In addition to tuition, students should budget for licensure fees, textbooks, lab supplies, and possible
relocation expenses if attending a specialized institution. Given the niche nature of the field, it is wise
to research job placement rates and average starting salaries to assess return on investment.

Career Outlook and Industry Trends

Understanding how to get a mortuary science degree also involves recognizing the evolving
landscape of funeral services. The profession demands a balance of technical skill, emotional
intelligence, and business savvy. Graduates often find employment in funeral homes, crematories,
cemeteries, or government agencies such as medical examiners’ offices.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment of funeral service workers is projected
to grow moderately over the next decade, driven by demographic trends and an aging population.
However, increased cremation rates and changing cultural attitudes toward death care introduce
shifts in service models, emphasizing flexibility and innovation.

Mortuary science education now often incorporates training in grief counseling and digital
memorialization, reflecting the profession’s adaptation to contemporary needs.



Pros and Cons of Pursuing a Mortuary Science Degree

e Pros: Stable career with meaningful community impact, specialized skill set, relatively low
competition compared to other healthcare fields.

e Cons: Emotionally challenging work environment, extensive licensing requirements, and the
necessity for hands-on training that limits fully online learning options.

For those committed to this path, how to get a mortuary science degree involves a clear progression
through accredited education, practical experience, and licensure. The journey demands dedication
but culminates in a respected role supporting individuals and families at critical moments.

Exploring programs that align with personal goals and state requirements is the foundation for
success. As the funeral industry continues to evolve, a mortuary science degree remains a vital
credential for those seeking to balance tradition with modern approaches in death care services.
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class methods, get their implicit first arguments (usually named self and cls, respectively) from their
non-data descriptor method, get -

git config - How to know the git username and email saved during Considering what @Robert
said, I tried to play around with the config command and it seems that there is a direct way to know
both the name and email. To know the username, type: git config

How do I find out which process is listening on a TCP or UDP port on The default output of
Get-NetTCPConnection does not include Process ID for some reason and it is a bit confusing.
However, you could always get it by formatting the output. The property you



Why doesn't list have safe "get" method like dictionary? Ultimately it probably doesn't have a
safe .get method because a dict is an associative collection (values are associated with names) where
it is inefficient to check if a key is present (and

Find all tables containing column with specified name In MS SQL Server Database, use this
query to get the tables and respective column names that contains the input text: SELECT t.name AS
tableName, c.name AS columnName

The term 'Get-ADUser" is not recognized as the name of a cmdlet The term 'Get-
WindowsFeature' is not recognized as the name of a cmdlet, function, script file, or operable
program

How to get all groups that a user is a member of? - Stack Overflow PowerShell's Get-
ADGroupMember cmdlet returns members of a specific group. Is there a cmdlet or property to get
all the groups that a particular user is a member of?
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Colorado has one mortuary science degree program, here’s what it looks like (9INEWS1y)
LITTLETON, Colo. — Major changes could be coming to Colorado’s funeral industry under a bill
proposed by lawmakers Monday. That bill would require that all new funeral directors in the state
obtain a
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proposed by lawmakers Monday. That bill would require that all new funeral directors in the state
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San Antonio College opens mortuary, first in nation with a funeral home on campus (San
Antonio Express-Newsly) Mortuary science students at San Antonio College are now the first in the
nation who will be able to work in the field without leaving campus. SAC opened a full-service
mortuary on campus at 1819 N
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