procedure of the u n security council

Procedure of the U N Security Council: Understanding Its Role and Operations

procedure of the u n security council is a fascinating and critical topic
when exploring how international peace and security are maintained. As one of
the six principal organs of the United Nations, the Security Council holds a
unique responsibility: to prevent conflict, manage crises, and facilitate
peaceful resolutions around the world. But how exactly does it function? What
steps does it follow to address global issues, and how do the member states
interact within this mechanism? Let’s delve into the inner workings of the
Security Council’s procedure, shedding light on its processes and the impact
it has on international relations.

Overview of the U N Security Council’s Role

The Security Council was established in 1945 with the primary mission to
maintain international peace and security. Unlike other UN bodies, its
decisions carry legal weight, binding all member states under the UN Charter.
The Council is composed of 15 members, five of which are permanent members
(China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States) wielding
veto power. The remaining ten are elected for two-year terms by the General
Assembly, ensuring regional representation.

Understanding the procedure of the U N Security Council requires recognizing
this unique structure because it profoundly influences how decisions are
made, debated, and implemented.

Initiation of Security Council Proceedings

The procedure of the U N Security Council often begins with the
identification of a threat to peace, a breach of peace, or an act of
aggression. This identification can come through various channels:

Requests and Reports

- A member state or the UN Secretary-General may bring an issue to the
Security Council’s attention.

- Reports from UN peacekeeping missions or other UN bodies can trigger
Security Council discussions.

- Occasionally, non-governmental organizations or other international actors
submit information that the Council members consider when evaluating a
situation.



Once an issue is formally placed on the Council’s agenda, it sets the stage
for deliberations.

Setting the Agenda and Convening Meetings

The Security Council’s agenda is flexible and can be adjusted based on
emerging global concerns. The President of the Security Council, a position
rotating monthly among the members, plays a key role in scheduling meetings
and framing discussions.

Meetings can be either public or private, depending on the sensitivity of the
topic. Open meetings allow for transparency, while closed sessions enable
candid exchanges among members.

Deliberation and Negotiation Process

At the heart of the procedure of the U N security council lies negotiation.
The Council members discuss potential courses of action, weighing political,
legal, and humanitarian considerations.

Consultations and Drafting Resolutions

Behind the scenes, informal consultations—often called “informals”—occur
frequently. These sessions are less formal than official meetings and provide
a forum for members to negotiate the language and substance of resolutions
without public pressure.

The drafting of resolutions is a meticulous process. Proposed measures are
carefully worded to secure majority support while avoiding the veto of any
permanent member. This balancing act requires diplomacy and compromise.

Voting Procedure

Once a draft resolution is ready, the Security Council votes on it. The
procedure for voting is crucial to understand:

- Each member has one vote.

- For a resolution to pass, it requires at least nine affirmative votes.
- Crucially, none of the five permanent members can vote against the
resolution; a negative vote from any permanent member constitutes a veto,
blocking the resolution.

- Abstentions by permanent members do not count as vetoes and may allow a
resolution to pass.



This veto power makes the Security Council’s procedure unique, often leading
to complex political dynamics.

Implementation and Follow-Up

Passing a resolution is just the beginning. The procedure of the U N security
council extends into monitoring and ensuring compliance with its decisions.

Mandates and Peacekeeping Operations

Many Security Council resolutions authorize peacekeeping missions or impose
sanctions. The Council outlines mandates that define the scope, rules of
engagement, and objectives for these operations.

Regular reports from the Secretary-General update the Council on progress,
challenges, and any need for adjustments.

Enforcement Mechanisms

When peaceful measures fail, the Security Council can authorize enforcement
actions, including economic sanctions, arms embargoes, or even military
interventions under Chapter VII of the UN Charter. These steps are taken with
extreme caution, given their potential consequences.

Transparency and Interaction with Other UN
Bodies

While the Security Council operates with a degree of confidentiality, it
maintains channels of communication with other UN organs and the
international community.

Coordination with the General Assembly and the
Secretary-General

The Security Council may request reports or assistance from the Secretary-
General, who acts as a bridge between different UN bodies. Additionally, the
Council sometimes holds joint sessions or informal consultations with the
General Assembly to discuss broader issues.



Engagement with Regional Organizations

Recognizing the importance of regional actors, the Security Council often
coordinates with organizations like the African Union, NATO, or the
Organization of American States. This collaboration ensures that responses to
crises are well-informed and contextually appropriate.

Challenges in the Procedure of the U N Security
Council

Understanding the procedure of the U N security council also means
acknowledging its limitations and challenges.

Political Deadlock and Veto Power

The veto power, while designed to prevent unilateral actions by the Council,
sometimes leads to deadlocks, especially on contentious issues involving
major powers. This can delay or block critical interventions, frustrating the
international community.

Balancing Sovereignty and Intervention

The Security Council must carefully navigate the tension between respecting
national sovereignty and taking action to prevent human rights abuses or
conflicts. This balance influences how the procedure unfolds, often requiring
delicate diplomacy.

Reform Debates

Given these challenges, debates about reforming the Security Council’s
procedure and composition are ongoing. Proposals include expanding permanent
membership, limiting veto power, or enhancing transparency.

Insights into Navigating the Security Council
Procedure

For diplomats, scholars, or anyone interested in international affairs,
grasping the procedure of the U N security council offers valuable insights:



- Patience and persistence are key. The Council’'s processes can be slow and
require continuous engagement.

- Understanding the interests and positions of permanent members is crucial
for predicting outcomes.

- Building alliances with non-permanent members can influence the Council’s
decisions.

- Staying informed about current global events and UN developments enhances
the ability to follow and interpret Security Council actions.

In essence, the procedure of the U N Security Council is a complex blend of
legal frameworks, diplomatic negotiations, and political realities. It
reflects the challenges of collective security in a diverse and often divided
international community, working tirelessly to uphold peace and stability
worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary function of the UN Security
Council?

The primary function of the UN Security Council is to maintain international
peace and security by addressing threats, conflicts, and breaches of peace
around the world.

How is the UN Security Council composed?

The UN Security Council is composed of 15 members: 5 permanent members
(China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States) with veto
power, and 10 non-permanent members elected for two-year terms by the General
Assembly.

What is the procedure for adopting a resolution in
the Security Council?

To adopt a resolution, at least 9 of the 15 members must vote in favor, and
none of the 5 permanent members can veto it. Abstentions by permanent members
do not block adoption.

How often does the UN Security Council meet?

The Security Council meets as needed, without a fixed schedule, often
convening in response to international crises or ongoing conflicts.

What role does the Security Council president play



in proceedings?

The Security Council president, a position rotating monthly among members,
presides over meetings, sets the agenda, and facilitates discussions and
negotiations.

Can the Security Council enforce its decisions?

Yes, the Security Council can enforce decisions through measures such as
sanctions, peacekeeping operations, and authorizing military action to
maintain or restore international peace.

What is the procedure for calling an emergency
meeting of the Security Council?

An emergency meeting can be called by any Security Council member or the
Secretary-General to address urgent threats to peace and security, usually
convened within 24 hours.

How does the Security Council handle veto power
during decision-making?

Each permanent member has veto power and can block any substantive resolution
by voting against it, regardless of the number of affirmative votes from
other members.

What is the role of the Secretary-General in the
Security Council procedure?

The Secretary-General acts as the chief administrative officer, can bring
matters to the Council's attention, and assists in implementing its
decisions, but does not have voting rights.

Additional Resources

Procedure of the U N Security Council: An In-Depth Examination of Its
Mechanisms and Dynamics

procedure of the u n security council constitutes the backbone of the United
Nations’ efforts to maintain international peace and security. As one of the
six principal organs of the UN, the Security Council holds a unique position
and responsibility, empowered to take binding decisions that member states
are obliged to implement. Understanding the procedural intricacies of this
body is essential for grasping how global security issues are addressed, how
consensus is built or blocked, and how international law is enforced.

The Security Council'’s procedural framework governs how it conducts its



meetings, deliberates on issues, adopts resolutions, and interacts with other
UN organs and member states. These procedures are shaped by the UN Charter,
the Council’s provisional rules of procedure, and the political dynamics of
its fifteen members. This article presents a comprehensive and analytical
overview of the procedure of the U N Security Council, exploring its
structure, decision-making process, voting system, and the influence of
permanent and non-permanent members.

Structural Framework of the Security Council
Procedure

The procedure of the U N Security Council commences with its composition. The
Council consists of fifteen members: five permanent members (P5) — China,
France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States — and ten non-
permanent members elected for two-year terms by the General Assembly. This
composition directly influences procedural dynamics, as the permanent members
hold veto power, a unique procedural feature that shapes the Council's
ability to act.

Meetings of the Security Council can be convened at any time, reflecting the
urgency of security matters. They are either public or closed, depending on
the topic and political sensitivities. The Council’'s presidency rotates
monthly among its members in alphabetical order, which affects procedural
management and agenda setting.

Agenda Setting and Initiation of Deliberations

The procedure of the U N Security Council begins with agenda-setting, a
crucial step that determines which issues the Council will address. Member
states, especially permanent members, can request the Secretary-General to
place an item on the agenda. Additionally, the Council itself can decide to
add issues during meetings.

The agenda is formally adopted at the start of each session, and any member
can propose adjustments. This procedural flexibility allows the Council to
respond swiftly to emerging crises, although political maneuvering often
influences what makes it onto the agenda. For example, contentious issues
involving permanent members may be deferred or excluded due to veto threats.

Deliberation and Debate Procedures

Once an issue is on the agenda, the Council enters into deliberation. The
procedure emphasizes formal debate, where member states articulate their
positions. Typically, representatives deliver statements, respond to



questions, and negotiate text drafts behind closed doors. These debates
follow established rules of order designed to ensure equitable participation,
though in practice, power asymmetries influence the tone and outcome.

The Council may also establish subsidiary bodies such as sanctions
committees, fact-finding missions, or peacekeeping operations, which follow
their own procedural guidelines but report back to the Council. This
delegation of tasks is a procedural tool that allows more detailed
examination of complex issues.

Decision-Making and Voting Procedures

Central to the procedure of the U N Security Council is its decision-making
process, which distinguishes it from other UN organs. Decisions on
substantive matters require the affirmative votes of at least nine members,
including the concurring votes of all five permanent members — the infamous
“veto” rule. This procedural requirement means that any permanent member can
block a resolution, regardless of majority support.

Types of Decisions: Procedural vs. Substantive

The Council’s decisions are categorized as either procedural or substantive,
each governed by different voting rules. Procedural matters, such as the
adoption of the agenda or the suspension of meetings, require nine
affirmative votes and are not subject to veto. Substantive matters, including
resolutions on sanctions, peacekeeping mandates, or military interventions,
require nine votes with no veto by permanent members.

This procedural distinction is critical because it enables the Council to
manage its internal functions even amidst political deadlock. However, the
line between procedural and substantive issues can be contested, leading to
disputes over whether a veto applies.

Voting Mechanics and Implications

Voting in the Security Council is generally by show of hands or recorded vote
upon request. Although the Council strives for consensus, formal votes occur
frequently on contentious issues. The veto power acts as a procedural check,
often shaping diplomatic negotiations before a vote to avoid public
rejection.

The procedure of the U N Security Council also allows for “no action” as a
form of implicit decision, where the Council chooses not to intervene in a
situation. This procedural inaction can be as impactful as formal decisions,
reflecting the political realities within the Council.



Influence of Permanent and Non-Permanent
Members on Procedure

The procedural dynamics of the Security Council are heavily influenced by the
interplay between permanent and non-permanent members. While the P5 wield
veto power, non-permanent members contribute to shaping debates, building
coalitions, and influencing agenda items.

Role of the Permanent Members

Permanent members exercise significant procedural control, particularly
through the veto. This procedural tool enables them to block resolutions they
perceive as contrary to their national interests. The veto has been both
praised for preventing rash interventions and criticized for causing
paralysis in urgent crises.

Moreover, permanent members often use procedural tactics such as requesting
adjournments, proposing amendments, or initiating consultations to influence
outcomes without resorting to vetoes. These procedural maneuvers demonstrate
how formal rules interact with informal diplomatic strategies.

Non-Permanent Members’ Procedural Contributions

Non-permanent members, elected for their regional representation and
expertise, bring procedural diversity to the Council. They can sponsor draft
resolutions, chair committees, and advocate for specific issues. Their
procedural role is often to facilitate dialogue and provide alternative
perspectives, although they lack veto power.

Over time, non-permanent members have sought to enhance their procedural
influence by promoting transparency measures, such as public debates and
increased engagement with civil society. These efforts reflect evolving
expectations about the Council’s accountability and legitimacy.

Interaction with Other UN Organs and External
Actors
The procedure of the U N Security Council extends beyond its internal

operations, encompassing interactions with the Secretary-General, the General
Assembly, and external entities.



Role of the Secretary-General

The Secretary-General plays a pivotal procedural role by bringing issues to
the Council'’s attention, providing reports, and facilitating communication
between parties. The Secretary-General’s good offices can influence the
Council’s agenda and shape negotiations.

Coordination with the General Assembly

While the Security Council has primary responsibility for peace and security,
it consults and coordinates with the General Assembly on certain matters.
Procedurally, the Assembly can recommend actions or call emergency special
sessions, but it cannot override the Council'’s decisions.

Engagement with Non-State Actors

In recent years, the Security Council’s procedure has adapted to include
briefings from NGOs, experts, and representatives of conflict zones. This
procedural openness aims to enhance the Council'’s information base and
legitimacy, albeit within controlled parameters.

The procedure of the U N Security Council remains a complex blend of formal
rules and political practice. Its procedural design seeks to balance
efficiency, inclusiveness, and the realities of power politics, often
resulting in both decisive action and frustrating stalemate. Understanding
this intricate procedure is key to analyzing how the international community
addresses global challenges through the UN’s most powerful organ.
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Affairs Encyclopedic in scope and authoritative in analysis.... everyone who cares about the future
role of the United Nations and the international rule of law will want to read this book.--John G.
Ruggie, Harvard University It is hard to imagine a more timely volume. This is a must read for any
serious student or scholar of the United Nations, or indeed anyone pondering the relative success or
failure of the international community''s grand experiment in regulating the use of force by
law.--Anne-Marie Slaughter, Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University A wide-ranging and
highly topical study of that most mysterious and misunderstood international body, the UN Security
Council. From the first Gulf War to the second, via the successes of El Salvador and Mozambique
and the failures of Bosnia, Somalia, and Rwanda, the authors examine the most eventful years in the
UN'"'s history.--David Hannay, British Ambassador to the UN, 1990-1995 David Malone has
assembled an extraordinarily talented group of authors.... This is a key work for any who want to be
informed about the United Nations.--Joseph S. Nye, Kennedy School, Harvard University At a time
when there is vigorous debate both within and outside the UN Security Council about its relevance
for world affairs, this book is a necessary grounding for our thinking.--I. William Zartman, SAIS, John
Hopkins University The nature and scope of UN Security Council decisions--significantly changed in
the post-Cold War era--have enormous implications for the conduct of foreign policy. The UN
Security Counciloffers a comprehensive view of the council both internally and as a key player in
world politics. Focusing on the evolution of the council"s treatment of key issues, the authors
discuss new concerns that must be accommodated in the decisionmaking process, the challenges of
enforcement, and shifting personal and institutional factors. Case studies complement the rich
thematic chapters. The book sheds much-needed light on the central events and trends of the past
decade and their critical importance for the future role of the council and the UN in the sphere of
international security. CONTENTS: Introduction--D. Malone. Security Council Decisions in
Perspective--P. Wallensteen and P. Johansson. SECURITY COUNCIL DECISIONMAKING: NEW
CONCERNS. The Humanitarian Impulse--T. Weiss. Human Rights--J. Weschler.
Democratization--G.H. Fox. Tackling Terrorism--E. Luck. Conflict Prevention--E.M. Cousens. Armed
Nonstate Actors--A. Franco. ENFORCING COUNCIL MANDATES. The Use of Force--A. Roberts. The
Authorization Model: Resolution 678 and Its Effects--F. Berman. Reforming Sanctions--D. Cortright
and G.A. Lopez. The Iraq Sanctions Committee--P. van Walsum. The Angola Sanctions
Committee--D.]J.R. Angell. Weapons of Mass Destruction: The Case Iraqi Case--P.Teixeira da Silva.
Virtual Trusteeship--S. Chesterman. EVOLVING INSTITUTIONAL FACTORS. Council Working
Methods--S. Hulton. Permanent and Elected Council Members--K. Mahbubani. The UN
Secretary-General--M. Goulding. International Tribunals and Courts--P. Kirsch, ]J. Holmes, and M.
Johnson. Collaborating with Regional Organizations--S. Forman and A. Grene. Groups of Friends--T.
Whitfield. Special Representatives of the Secretary-General--C. Peck. Pressure for Security Council
Reform--B. Fassbender. The U.S. in the Security Council: A Faustian Bargain?--F. Rawski and N.
Miller. Working with NGOs--J.A. Paul. MAJOR UN OPERATIONS ON FOUR CONTINENTS. The
Middle East Peace Process--B.D. Jones. Namibia--C. Thornberry. El Salvador--B. Antonini.
Mozambique--A. Ajello and P. Wittmann. Bosnia--M. Berdal. Haiti--S. von Einsiedel and D.M. Malone.
Rwanda--H. Adelman and A. Suhrke. Rwanda: An Insider"s Account--C. Keating. Rwanda: An African
Perspective--1.A. Gambari. Sierra Leone--]J. Hirsch. Kosovo--P. Heinbecker. East Timor--S. Eldon. East
Timor: A Field Perspective--I. Martin. Ethiopia and Eritrea--A. Adebajo. IMPLICATIONS. The
Security Council and International Law--S.R. Ratner. The Security Council in the Twenty-first
Century--C.R. Hume. Conclusion--D. Malone. Appendixes.

procedure of the u n security council: The Procedure of the UN Security Council Sydney
Dawson Bailey, 1988 This is a newly revised and thoroughly updated edition of the definitive book of
its kind, widely used by UN practitioners and scholars for over twenty years. Bailey has incorporated
the many changes in Council procedure that have occurred since the end of the Cold War. While
retaining pertinent historical material from previous editions, the book contains new text, tables,
and appendices on a number of key issues.

procedure of the u n security council: The UN Security Council and International Criminal



Tribunals: Procedure Matters Christodoulos Kaoutzanis, 2020-01-01 The book explains why and how
the UN Security Council authorizes international criminal investigations into mass atrocities. In
doing so, it tackles head-on the obvious double standards of global justice, where few atrocities get
investigated and most slip below the headlines. The book argues that the Council’s decision-making
procedure is central to understanding the Council’s decisions. This procedure is broken into three
distinct steps, namely the role of diplomats at the Council, the Council’s reliance on third parties and
the Council’s resort to precedent. The volume documents that the Council authorized international
criminal investigations only into the handful of mass atrocities for which the Council’s deliberations
successfully completed each of these three steps. Written for both scholars and practitioners, the
book combines insights from the fields of international relations, international law and human rights.
Through archival research and interviews with UNSC diplomats who took part in deliberations on
atrocities, the volume presents evidence that supports its argument across cases and across time. In
doing so, the book avoids the yes/no (or 0 vs 1) tendency of many social science projects, thereby
acknowledging that there is no silver bullet to explain the work of the Council’s five permanent and
ten elected members. Chris Kaoutzanis's Procedure Matters is a deep dive into how the UN Security
Council actually works in dealing with some of the world's worst atrocities. Showing that UN
procedure does matter, Kaoutzanis illuminates the limited accountability for international crimes
that can be expected from that vital institution. As importantly, he offers a road map for how to use
UN legitimating procedures to navigate the power politics of that august body. This is a map no
scholar of international institutions and no human rights activist should be without. Michael Doyle,
Columbia University This project recognizes what the scholarly literature has generally ignored or
deemphasized: the central role of the Security Council in responding to mass atrocity situations. As
much as international lawyers would hate to admit it, the legal response to international crimes is
initially controlled not by international judges and tribunals, but rather by the Security Council and
its geo-political and diplomatic complications. Kaoutzanis has put the sun back at the center of our
solar system. Jens David Ohlin, Cornell Law School

procedure of the u n security council: The Procedure of the UN Security Council Loraine
Sievers, Sam Daws, 2014-09-11 The Procedure of the UN Security Council is the definitive book of
its kind and has been widely used by UN practitioners and scholars for nearly 40 years. This
comprehensively revised edition contains over 450 pages of new material documenting the extensive
and rapid innovations in the Council's procedures of the past two decades. A one-stop handbook and
guide, with meticulous referencing, this book has served diplomats, UN staff and scholars alike in
providing unique insight into the inside workings of the world's preeminent body for the
maintenance of international peace and security. Thoroughly grounded in the history and politics of
the Council, it brings to life the ways the Council has responded through its working methods to a
changing world. The book explains the Council's role in its wider UN Charter context and examines
its relations with other UN organs and with its own subsidiary bodies. This includes the remarkable
expansion in UN peacekeeping, peacebuilding and political missions, sanctions and
counter-terrorism bodies, and international legal tribunals. It contains detailed analysis of voting
and decision-taking by the Council, as well as the place, format, and conduct of meetings. It also
seeks to illuminate the personalities behind the Council's work - ranging from the diplomats who sit
on the Council itself to the UN Secretary-General, and those outside the Council affected by its
decisions. It concludes with reflections on the improvements that have made to the Council's
procedures over many decades, and the scope for further reform.

procedure of the u n security council: Decision-making in the UN Security Council David
Malone, 1998 This unique and intriguing study examines the UN's efforts to reinstate Haitian
President Aristide, overthrown in a 1991 coup. An active participant, Malone sheds new light on the
roles and motivations of key actors, particularly the US.

procedure of the u n security council: UN Security Council Edward C. Luck, 2006 Written by
best-selling author Edward C. Luck, this new text is broad and engaging enough for undergraduates,
sophisticated enough for graduates and lively enough for a wider audience interested in the key




institutions of international public policy. Looking at the antecedents of the UN Security Council, as
well as the current issues and future challenges that it faces, this new book includes: historical
perspectives the founding vision procedures and practices economic enforcement peace operations
and military enforcement human security proliferation and WMD terrorism reform, adaptation and
change.

procedure of the u n security council: Oppenheim's International Law: United Nations
Rosalyn Higgins, Philippa Webb, Dapo Akande, Sandesh Sivakumaran, James Sloan, 2018-12-13 The
United Nations, whose specialized agencies were the subject of an Appendix to the 1958 edition of
Oppenheim's International Law: Peace, has expanded beyond all recognition since its founding in
1945.This volume represents a study that is entirely new, but prepared in the way that has become
so familiar over succeeding editions of Oppenheim. An authoritative and comprehensive study of the
United Nations' legal practice, this volume covers the formal structures of the UN as it has expanded
over the years, and all that this complex organization does. All substantive issues are addressed in
separate sections, including among others, the responsibilities of the UN, financing, immunities,
human rights, preventing armed conflicts and peacekeeping, and judicial matters. In examining the
evolving structures and ever expanding work of the United Nations, this volume follows the
long-held tradition of Oppenheim by presenting facts uncoloured by personal opinion, in a succinct
text that also offers in the footnotes a wealth of information and ideas to be explored. It is book that,
while making all necessary reference to the Charter, the Statute of the International Court of
Justice, and other legal instruments, tells of the realities of the legal issues as they arise in the day to
day practice of the United Nations. Missions to the UN, Ministries of Foreign Affairs, practitioners of
international law, academics, and students will all find this book to be vital in their understanding of
the workings of the legal practice of the UN. Research for this publication was made possible by The
Balzan Prize, which was awarded to Rosalyn Higgins in 2007 by the International Balzan
Foundation.

procedure of the u n security council: The UN Security Council and the Maintenance of
Peace in a Changing World Congyan Cai, Larissa van den Herik, Tiyanjana Maluwa, 2024-02-22 How
can the UN Security Council contribute to the maintenance of international peace and security in
times of heightened tensions, global polarisation, and contestation about the principles underlying
the international legal and political order? In this Trialogue, experts with diverse geographic,
socio-legal, and ideational backgrounds present their perspectives on the Security Council's historic
development, its present functions and deficits, and its defining tensions and future trajectories.
Three approaches engage with each other: a power-focused approach emphasising the role of China
as an emerging actor; an institutionalist perspective exploring how less powerful states, particularly
the elected members of the Security Council, exert influence and may strengthen rule-of-law
standards; a regionalist perspective investigating how the Security Council as the central actor can
cooperate with regional organisations towards maintaining international peace and security. This
title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

procedure of the u n security council: Reforming UN Decision-Making Procedures Martin
Daniel Niemetz, 2015-03-24 The institutional procedures for the UN’s decision-making on issues of
global peace and security, first and foremost the Security Council (SC), were conceived with the
objective of enabling a swift but internationally coordinated response to irregular situations of
crises. Today, however, the UN is constantly involved in situations of conflict and has expanded its
range of activities. This book offers a concrete and practically applicable answer to the question of
how to reform the UN and increase the legitimacy of the UN’s decision-making procedures on issues
of global peace and security. In order to provide this answer, it connects the minutia of institutional
design with the abstract principals of democratic theory in a systematic and reproducible method,
thereby enabling a clear normative evaluation of even the smallest technical detail of reform. This
evaluation demonstrates that there is a range of feasible proposals for reform that could improve the
SC’s accountability both to the General Assembly and to the general public, that could increase the
opportunities for effective input from the UN membership and NGOs. This book will be of interest to



students and scholars of the United Nations, International Organizations and regional governance.

procedure of the u n security council: The Charter of the United Nations , 2024-07-04
Since the third edition of this commentary on the Charter of the United Nations was published in
2012, the text of the Charter has not changed DL but the world has. Central pillars of the
international order enshrined in the UN Charter are facing serious challenges, notably the
prohibition of the use of force. Human rights, too, have come under increasing pressure, now also
from contemporary information technology. Global warming poses fundamental challenges for the
world community as a whole in its effort to stabilize global ecosystems. Fully updated, the
commentary takes up these and other developments. It features new chapters on Climate Change
and the Human Rights Council. The commentary remains the authoritative, article-by-article account
of the legislative history, interpretation, and practical application of each and every Charter
provision. Written by a team of distinguished scholars and practitioners, this book combines
academic research with the insights of practice. It is an indispensable tool of reference for all those
interested in the United Nations and its legal significance for the world community. The
Commentary will be crucial in combining solid legal foundations with new directions for the
development of international law and the United Nations in the twenty-first century

procedure of the u n security council: The UN Secretary-General and the Security
Council Manuel Frohlich, Abiodun Williams, 2018-03-16 The United Nations Secretary-General and
the United Nations Security Council spend significant amounts of time on their relationship with
each other. They rely on each other for such important activities as peacekeeping, international
mediation, and the formulation and application of normative standards in defense of international
peace and security - in other words the executive aspects of the UN's work. The UN
Secretary-General and the Security Council fills an important lacuna in the scholarship on the UN
system. Although there exists today an impressive body of literature on the development and
significance of the Secretariat and the Security Council as separate organs, an important gap
remains in our understanding of the interactions between them. Bringing together some of the most
prominent authorities on the subject, this volume is the first book-length treatment of this topic. It
studies the UN from an innovative angle, creating new insights on the (autonomous) policy-making
of international organizations, and adds to our understanding of the dynamics of intra-organizational
relationships. Within the book, the contributors examine how each Secretary-General interacted
with the Security Council, touching upon such issues as the role of personality, the formal and
informal infrastructure of the relationship, the selection and appointment processes, as well as the
Secretary-General's threefold role as a crisis manager, administrative manager, and manager of
ideas.

procedure of the u n security council: The Procedure of the UN Security Council Loraine
Sievers, Sam Daws, 2015 This text is a revised edition and contains new material documenting the
extensive and rapid innovations in the UN Security Council's procedures of the past two decades. It
provides insight into the inside workings of the world's pre-eminent body for the maintenance of
international peace and security. Grounded in the history and politics of the Council, it describes the
ways the Council has responded through its working methods to a changing world. It explains the
Council's role in its wider UN Charter context and examines its relations with other UN organs and
its own subsidiary bodies.

procedure of the u n security council: UN Security Council Reform Peter Nadin,
2016-02-22 This volume comprehensively evaluates the current state and future reform prospects of
the UN Security Council, providing the most accessible and rigorous treatment of the subject of
reform to date. Apart from a couple of critical eyes in the academic community, few have asked the
pertinent questions that this volume seeks to address: Will the enlargement of the Council constitute
a reform? Could the inclusion of countries such as India, Germany, Japan, and Brazil markedly
improve the Council’s agency? In response, this book focuses on: The Role and Agency of the UN
Security Council The History of the Reform Debate An Expanded Council Working Method Reforms
Enhancing Agency As the future of the UN Security Council continues to be the focus of fierce




debate, this book will be essential reading for students of international relations, international
organizations and international security studies alike.

procedure of the u n security council: Bargaining in the UN Security Council Susan
Allen, Amy Yuen, 2022-02-14 Even after seventy-five years, the UN Security Council meets nearly
every day. They respond to a range of threats to international peace and security, but not all threats.
Why does the Security Council take up some issues for discussion and not others? What factors
shape the Council's actions, if they take any action at all? Adapting insights from legislative
bargaining, this book demonstrates that the agenda-setting powers granted in the institutional rules
offer less powerful Council members the opportunity to influence the content of a resolution without
jeopardizing its passage. The Council also decides when to conduct public or private diplomacy. The
analysis shows how external factors like international and domestic public reactions motivate
grandstanding behaviors and shape resolutions. New quantitative data on meetings and outside
options provide support for these claims. The book also explores the dynamics of the formal analysis
in three cases: North Korean nuclear proliferation, the negotiations leading up to NATO bombing in
Serbia over Kosovo, and the elected member-led process to codify the principles of the
Responsibility to Protect doctrine. The book argues that while the powerful veto members do have
great influence over the Council, the rules of the most consequential security institution influence its
policy outcomes, just as they do in any other international institution.

procedure of the u n security council: Rethinking Humanitarian Intervention Brian D.
Lepard, 2010-11-01 [In this text, the author] provides [an] exploration of legal and moral
justifications for humanitarian intervention ... He opens new analytic vistas and provides a
foundation for resolving conflicts over the content of the law. He [also] applies the framework in
masterly examinations of intervention in Bosnia, Somalia, Rwanda, Haiti, and Kosovo.-Back cover.

procedure of the u n security council: Inside the Un Security Council Jess Gifkins,
2024-02-20 Inside the UN Security Council analyses informal practices within Security Council
decision-making, both in general and focused on the case of Darfur in the west of Sudan, to pull back
the curtain on decision-making.

procedure of the u n security council: Strengthening the Rule of Law through the UN
Security Council Jeremy Farrall, Hilary Charlesworth, 2016-04-14 The UN Security Council
formally acknowledged an obligation to promote justice and the rule of law in 2003. This volume
examines the extent to which the Council has honoured this commitment when exercising its powers
under the UN Charter to maintain international peace and security. It discusses both how the
concept of the rule of law regulates, or influences, Security Council activity and how the Council has
in turn shaped the notion of the rule of law. It explores in particular how this relationship has
affected the Security Council’s three most prominent tools for the maintenance of international
peace and security: peacekeeping, sanctions and force. In doing so, this volume identifies strategies
for better promotion of the rule of law by the Security Council. This book will be of interest to
scholars and students of international law, international relations, international development and
peacekeeping.

procedure of the u n security council: Return to the UN G. Berridge, 1990-11-29 Why have
states returned to the United Nations with unprecedented enthusiasm since 1987? What is its role in
'‘peacemaking'? Does it have any relevance to what is probably still the most dangerous and
intractable of all 'regional conflicts', that between the Arabs and the Israelis? By examining changes
at UN headquarters (not least the institutionalization of 'secret diplomacy' in the Security Council)
as well as the recent history of UN diplomacy, these are the questions which this book confronts.
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