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Romanticism in Art and Literature: Exploring the Heart of an Era

romanticism in art and literature stands as one of the most evocative and
transformative movements in cultural history. Emerging in the late 18th
century and flourishing through the 19th, it marked a profound shift in how
artists and writers expressed human emotion, nature, and individual
experience. Rooted in a reaction against the strict rationalism and
industrialization of the Enlightenment, romanticism embraced imagination,
passion, and the sublime. Its influence still resonates today, shaping how we
perceive creativity, emotion, and the natural world.

The Origins and Essence of Romanticism

Romanticism arose during a time of great social and political upheaval. The
Industrial Revolution was reshaping cities and economies, while revolutions
in America and France challenged traditional authority. Against this
backdrop, artists and writers sought to reconnect with something deeper—an
authentic emotional experience, the mysterious forces of nature, and the
power of individual intuition.

At its core, romanticism in art and literature was a celebration of:

- **Emotion over reason:** Romantic creators prioritized feelings, intuition,
and passion rather than cold logic.
- **Nature as a source of inspiration:** The natural world was often depicted
as awe-inspiring, mysterious, and even spiritual.
- **Individualism and imagination:** The unique perspective of the artist or
writer was valued above societal norms.
- **The sublime and the supernatural:** Romanticism frequently explored awe,
terror, and mystical experiences that transcended everyday life.

This movement was not just a style but a philosophy—a way to understand and
express the complexities of human existence.

Romanticism in Literature: Voices of Emotion
and Imagination

When we think about romanticism in literature, several iconic figures and
themes come to mind. Writers during this era broke away from classical forms
and conventions, favoring expressive language, vivid imagery, and profound
reflections on nature and humanity.



Key Themes in Romantic Literature

1. **Nature as a living entity:** Poets like William Wordsworth and Samuel
Taylor Coleridge saw nature as a teacher and spiritual force, inspiring awe
and introspection.
2. **Celebration of the individual:** Romantic literature often highlighted
the heroism of the solitary individual, struggling against society or fate.
3. **Emotion and the supernatural:** Gothic novels and poetry infused with
mystery, the uncanny, and intense emotional states became popular.
4. **Nostalgia and the past:** Romantics frequently idealized medieval times,
folklore, and ancient myths, seeing them as purer or more authentic.

Notable Romantic Writers and Their Contributions

- **William Wordsworth:** Often called the father of English Romantic poetry,
Wordsworth’s focus on nature’s beauty and the human spirit’s connection to
the natural world was groundbreaking.
- **Mary Shelley:** Her novel *Frankenstein* blends gothic horror with deep
questions about creation, humanity, and isolation.
- **Lord Byron:** Known for his passionate and rebellious poetry, Byron
embodied the “Byronic hero”—a brooding, complex protagonist.
- **John Keats:** His sensuous and richly descriptive poetry explored beauty,
mortality, and the fleeting nature of life.
- **Edgar Allan Poe:** A master of gothic and macabre tales, Poe’s works
delve into psychological horror and the darker aspects of human emotion.

These authors helped shape a literary landscape that valued intense feeling,
the imagination’s power, and a profound engagement with the natural and
spiritual worlds.

Romanticism in Art: Painting Emotion and Nature

Romanticism in art paralleled its literary counterpart by emphasizing
dramatic, emotional, and often exotic subject matter. Artists sought to
capture the sublime—the overwhelming beauty and terror of nature or human
experience—through bold colors, dynamic compositions, and intense contrasts.

Characteristics of Romantic Art

- **Dramatic landscapes:** Sweeping views of storms, mountains, and wild
nature symbolized both beauty and power.
- **Emotional intensity:** Portraits and scenes depicted raw human
emotion—anguish, ecstasy, longing.
- **Exotic and historical themes:** Artists often turned to distant lands or



historical events to evoke mystery and grandeur.
- **Freedom of expression:** Romantic painters rejected strict rules in favor
of personal vision and spontaneity.

Prominent Romantic Artists and Their Masterpieces

- **Caspar David Friedrich:** His haunting landscapes, like *Wanderer above
the Sea of Fog*, evoke solitude and the sublime power of nature.
- **J.M.W. Turner:** Known for his swirling, atmospheric seascapes and use of
light, Turner captured nature’s fury and beauty.
- **Eugène Delacroix:** A leader of French Romantic painting, Delacroix’s
works, such as *Liberty Leading the People*, combined political passion with
vivid color and movement.
- **Francisco Goya:** His later works, filled with dark themes and emotional
intensity, reflect the turmoil and tragedy of his time.

Romantic artists created works that invite viewers to feel rather than simply
observe—immersing them in a sensory and emotional experience.

Why Romanticism Still Matters Today

In a modern world often dominated by technology, data, and rational analysis,
the legacy of romanticism in art and literature offers a vital
counterbalance. It reminds us of the importance of emotion, creativity, and
our relationship with nature.

Lessons from Romanticism for Modern Creators

- **Embrace emotional honesty:** Whether writing a novel, composing music, or
creating visual art, allowing genuine emotion to guide your work can create
deeper connections.
- **Draw inspiration from nature:** Spending time outdoors or reflecting on
natural beauty can awaken fresh ideas and perspectives.
- **Value individuality:** Romanticism teaches that your unique voice and
experiences are powerful tools for expression.
- **Explore the unknown:** Don’t shy away from mystery, imagination, or the
supernatural as sources of creativity.

Incorporating Romantic Elements in Contemporary Art
and Writing

Many contemporary artists and writers continue to draw on romanticism’s
themes and techniques—whether through evocative landscapes, deeply personal



narratives, or explorations of the sublime. For example:

- Novelists who delve into psychological complexity and the supernatural echo
gothic traditions.
- Visual artists use dramatic lighting and emotive color palettes reminiscent
of romantic painters.
- Poets and songwriters celebrate nature’s beauty and human passion in ways
that harken back to Wordsworth or Keats.

By understanding romanticism in art and literature, creators today can tap
into a rich heritage of emotional depth and imaginative freedom.

Understanding Romanticism Through Its Impact on
Culture

Romanticism’s influence extends beyond individual works—it helped reshape
cultural attitudes toward art, nature, and the self. It challenged the notion
that art had to adhere to strict rules or serve didactic purposes, instead
championing personal expression and emotional authenticity.

Moreover, romantic ideals contributed to later social and political movements
that emphasized freedom and individual rights. The romantic valorization of
the “common man” and the natural world also had lasting effects on
environmentalism and the appreciation of folk culture.

In literature, art, music, and philosophy, romanticism opened doors to new
ways of thinking and feeling. Its legacy reminds us that creativity is not
just a technical skill but a deeply human endeavor driven by passion and
imagination.

Exploring romanticism in art and literature invites us to reconnect with our
emotional core and the awe-inspiring world around us—a journey that remains
as meaningful now as it was two centuries ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Romanticism in art and literature?
Romanticism is an artistic, literary, and intellectual movement that
originated in the late 18th century, emphasizing emotion, individualism, and
nature as a reaction against the Industrial Revolution and the
Enlightenment's focus on reason.



Who are some key figures associated with
Romanticism?
Important figures in Romanticism include poets like William Wordsworth,
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and John Keats;
and artists such as Caspar David Friedrich, J.M.W. Turner, and Eugène
Delacroix.

How did Romanticism influence visual arts?
Romanticism in visual arts focused on dramatic, emotional scenes often
depicting nature's power, sublime landscapes, and historical or exotic
subjects, highlighting individual experience and imagination over classical
order and rationality.

What themes are commonly explored in Romantic
literature?
Common themes in Romantic literature include the celebration of nature, the
importance of emotion and intuition, the glorification of the past and the
medieval era, the critique of industrial society, and the exploration of the
individual's inner world.

How did Romanticism differ from the Enlightenment?
Romanticism differed from the Enlightenment by prioritizing emotion,
imagination, and individual experience over reason, logic, and scientific
thought, which were central to Enlightenment ideals.

Additional Resources
Romanticism in Art and Literature: An In-Depth Exploration of its Impact and
Legacy

romanticism in art and literature marks a pivotal movement that emerged in
the late 18th century, reshaping cultural paradigms across Europe and beyond.
Characterized by its emphasis on emotion, individualism, and the sublime,
Romanticism challenged the rationalist ideals of the Enlightenment and laid
the groundwork for modern artistic and literary expression. This article
delves into the nuances of Romanticism, examining its origins, key
characteristics, influential figures, and enduring legacy within the creative
domains of art and literature.

The Genesis of Romanticism: Reaction to



Rationalism

Romanticism in art and literature arose as a counter-movement to the
Enlightenment’s focus on reason, scientific thought, and order. While the
Enlightenment celebrated logic and empirical evidence, Romanticism privileged
intuition, imagination, and the exploration of human emotions. This
ideological shift was in part a response to the social upheavals of the late
18th and early 19th centuries, including the French Revolution and the
Industrial Revolution, which transformed societies and provoked existential
questions.

The movement originated primarily in Germany and Britain before spreading
throughout Europe and the Americas. Its emergence signaled a profound
transformation in how artists and writers perceived the world, prioritizing
subjectivity and the individual’s connection to nature and the metaphysical.

Key Characteristics of Romanticism in Art and
Literature

Understanding romanticism in art and literature requires an exploration of
its defining features, which distinguish it from preceding artistic movements
such as Neoclassicism.

Emphasis on Emotion and Imagination

One of the hallmarks of Romanticism is the elevation of emotion over reason.
Romantic artists and authors sought to evoke deep feelings—melancholy, awe,
passion, and even terror—in their audiences. Imagination was not merely a
creative tool but a gateway to transcendent experiences and truths beyond
empirical understanding.

Celebration of Nature and the Sublime

Nature became a central theme for Romantic creators, depicted not as a
backdrop but as a living, breathing force. The concept of the
sublime—experiencing awe and terror in the face of nature’s grandeur—was
frequently explored. This reverence for the natural world was often
intertwined with a critique of industrialization and urbanization, which were
seen as corrupting and alienating.



Focus on Individualism and Subjectivity

Romanticism championed the individual's inner world, personal freedom, and
unique perspective. This focus manifested in autobiographical elements in
literature and expressive brushwork or dramatic compositions in art. The
movement often celebrated the genius and the outsider, including the tortured
artist and the misunderstood hero.

Interest in the Past and the Exotic

While Romanticism was forward-looking in its exploration of emotion, it also
expressed nostalgia for medieval times and fascination with folklore,
mythology, and distant cultures. This interest fueled a revival of Gothic
literature and exoticism, enriching the thematic diversity of the movement.

Prominent Figures in Romanticism

Romanticism’s impact is inseparable from the contributions of key figures who
embodied its ideals through their works.

Romanticism in Literature: Poets and Novelists

- **William Wordsworth**: Often credited as a founder of English Romantic
poetry, Wordsworth emphasized the beauty of ordinary life and nature, as seen
in "Lyrical Ballads," co-authored with Samuel Taylor Coleridge.
- **Samuel Taylor Coleridge**: His exploration of the supernatural and the
human psyche in poems like "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner" exemplifies
Romantic fascination with mystery and imagination.
- **Mary Shelley**: Author of "Frankenstein," Shelley’s work blends Gothic
elements with Romantic ideals, probing themes of creation, ambition, and
isolation.
- **Lord Byron** and **Percy Bysshe Shelley**: Both poets embodied the
Romantic hero archetype—rebellious, passionate, and often tragic figures who
challenged social norms.

Romanticism in Art: Painters and Visual Artists

- **Caspar David Friedrich**: A German painter renowned for landscapes that
evoke solitude and spirituality, Friedrich’s works like "Wanderer above the
Sea of Fog" capture the sublime.
- **J.M.W. Turner**: British painter Turner’s dramatic seascapes and use of
light influenced the transition to Impressionism while expressing Romantic



intensity.
- **Eugène Delacroix**: A French Romantic artist known for vibrant color and
dynamic compositions, Delacroix’s paintings such as "Liberty Leading the
People" merge political passion with Romantic aesthetics.

Romanticism’s Influence on Modern Culture

Romanticism’s legacy extends far beyond its historical period, influencing
contemporary art, literature, philosophy, and even popular culture. Its
insistence on emotional authenticity and individual creativity resonates in
modern artistic practices and literary themes.

The Movement’s Impact on Literary Genres

Romanticism laid the foundation for genres such as the Gothic novel, fantasy
literature, and psychological drama. Its exploration of the supernatural and
the human subconscious prefigured later developments in literature, including
Symbolism and Modernism.

Continuing Relevance in Visual Arts

The Romantic emphasis on emotional expression and natural beauty continues to
inspire painters, photographers, and filmmakers. Themes of alienation, the
sublime, and rebellion against societal constraints remain potent in
contemporary visual storytelling.

Critiques and Limitations

While Romanticism celebrated emotion and individualism, critics have noted
that it sometimes veered into excessive sentimentality or idealization. The
movement’s focus on the solitary genius occasionally overshadowed broader
social realities and marginalized diverse voices. Additionally, the nostalgia
for a mythic past sometimes conflicted with progressive social agendas.

Comparing Romanticism with Other Artistic
Movements

To fully appreciate romanticism in art and literature, it is instructive to
compare it with related movements:



Neoclassicism: Prior to Romanticism, Neoclassicism emphasized order,
harmony, and rationality, drawing inspiration from classical antiquity.
Romanticism reacted against these constraints by embracing emotional
depth and creative freedom.

Realism: Emerging in the mid-19th century, Realism focused on depicting
everyday life and social conditions objectively, contrasting with
Romanticism’s often idealized and fantastical subjects.

Symbolism and Modernism: These later movements inherited Romanticism’s
interest in subjectivity and imagination but approached them through
more abstract and experimental techniques.

The Enduring Appeal of Romanticism

In examining romanticism in art and literature, it becomes clear that the
movement’s core values—emotional authenticity, reverence for nature, and
celebration of individuality—continue to captivate audiences and creators.
Whether through the haunting verses of a Romantic poet or the evocative
brushstrokes of a 19th-century painter, Romanticism offers a vital lens for
understanding human experience that transcends time and cultural boundaries.
As modern society grapples with rapid technological change and environmental
challenges, the Romantic call to reconnect with emotion and the natural world
remains profoundly relevant.

Romanticism In Art And Literature
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twenty-first centuries. Containing useful, reader-friendly features such as explanatory case studies,
chapter summaries, and suggestions for further reading, this clear and engaging book is an
invaluable resource for anyone who intends to study and research the complexity and diversity of the
Romantic period, as well as the historical conditions which produced it.
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a claim for a sister-arts 'moment' when the relationship between painting, sculpture, pottery and
poetry held special potential for visual artists, engravers and artisans. Elaborating these cultural
tensions and associations through a number of case studies, Thora Brylowe sheds light on often
untold narratives of English labouring craftsmen and artists as they translated the literary into the
visual. Brylowe investigates examples from across the visual spectrum including artefacts, such as
Wedgwood's Portland Vase, antiquarianism through the work of William Blake, the career of
engraver John Landseer, and the growing influence of libraries and galleries in the period,
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  romanticism in art and literature: The Literature of German Romanticism Dennis F.
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Beate Allert, Paul Bishop and R. H. Stephenson, Nicholas Saul Dennis F. Mahoney is Professor of
German and Director of the European Studies Program at the University of Vermont.
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Enlightenment's emphasis on reason and logic. Romantics believed that true knowledge and beauty
could be found in the realm of emotion, imagination, and intuition. They sought to explore the inner
landscape of the human mind and to find a deeper connection with nature. This book delves into the
key characteristics of Romanticism, including its emphasis on emotion, imagination, and intuition; its
belief in the inherent goodness of humanity; its love of nature and the natural world; its fascination
with the past, especially the Middle Ages; and its desire to break free from the constraints of
tradition and convention. The book also explores the impact of Romanticism on art, music, and
politics. Romantic ideas about liberty, equality, and fraternity helped to inspire the French
Revolution and other revolutionary movements throughout Europe. Romanticism also played a role
in the rise of nationalism and the development of new political ideologies. **Romanticism: Between
the Heart and the Mind** is an essential resource for anyone interested in the Romantic movement.
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  romanticism in art and literature: Romantic Era Companion: British Culture Explored
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-15 Embark on a captivating journey through the vibrant cultural
landscape of Britain during the Romantic era, a period that ignited a revolution in art, literature,
music, and thought. This comprehensive guide delves into the intellectual and creative currents that
shaped British society from the late 18th century to the early 19th century. Discover how
Romanticism emerged as a response to the Enlightenment's emphasis on reason, ushering in an era
that celebrated emotion, imagination, and individual experience. Witness the birth of a new artistic
sensibility that found beauty in the natural world, the human spirit, and the pursuit of truth. Explore
the literary landscape of the Romantic era, where poets like William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, Lord Byron, and Percy Bysshe Shelley transformed the language of verse. Encounter the
Gothic novels of Mary Shelley and the historical fiction of Sir Walter Scott, which captivated readers
with their tales of mystery, adventure, and social commentary. Delve into the Romantic movement in
art, where painters like J.M.W. Turner and John Constable captured the grandeur of the natural
world on canvas. Admire the visionary works of William Blake, whose paintings and poetry explored
the realms of imagination and spirituality. Uncover the musical innovations of the Romantic era, as
composers like Ludwig van Beethoven, Franz Schubert, and Frédéric Chopin pushed the boundaries
of musical expression. Experience the emotional intensity of Romantic music, where melodies soared
and harmonies swirled, evoking a wide range of human emotions. Explore the intellectual landscape
of the Romantic era, where philosophers, scientists, and reformers challenged conventional wisdom
and sought to reshape society. Engage with the ideas of William Godwin, Samuel Taylor Coleridge,
and John Stuart Mill, who grappled with questions of liberty, equality, and the nature of human
existence. Discover the social and political context that shaped the Romantic era, a time of great
upheaval and transformation. Witness the impact of the French Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars,
and the Industrial Revolution, which sparked debates about the role of government, the rights of
individuals, and the future of society. Through this comprehensive exploration of British culture
during the Romantic era, gain a deeper understanding of one of the most significant periods in
history. Immerse yourself in the art, literature, music, and ideas that defined an era and continue to
resonate today. If you like this book, write a review!
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in the schools. The book returns to the educational thinking of key figures from the time—Rousseau,
Wordsworth, Mary Shelley and Coleridge—before charting their influence on such historical and
contemporary developments as Montessori schools, art education, free schools and current writing
programs. The contributors tend to challenge common assumptions concerning Romanticism and do
not shy away from its darker side; their work encompasses both theoretical considerations of
Romantic and post-modern conceptions of the self and practical concerns with Romanticism’s
potential for the school curriculum. The Educational Legacy of Romanticism represents a
multi-disciplinary inquiry into the continuing influence which cultural endeavours can have on the
social practices of society.
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Century Henry Augustin Beers, 1899
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Puzzle of Early Romanticism embarks on an intellectual journey into the heart of Romanticism, a
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exploration of Romanticism's profound legacy. Within these pages, readers will discover the
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From the profound insights of William Wordsworth to the lyrical brilliance of Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, these poets revolutionized the literary landscape. The book also explores the Romantic
artists, who sought to capture the grandeur of nature and the sublime through their canvases. From
the ethereal beauty of Caspar David Friedrich's landscapes to the dramatic intensity of J.M.W.
Turner's seascapes, these artists redefined the boundaries of visual expression. Furthermore, the
book delves into the Romantic composers, whose music stirred the emotions and transcended the
limitations of language. From the passionate symphonies of Ludwig van Beethoven to the enchanting
melodies of Franz Schubert, these composers created a new era of musical expression. Beyond the
arts, Romanticism also left an indelible mark on philosophy, history, and politics. The book examines
the profound ideas of Friedrich Schelling and Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, whose philosophies
challenged conventional notions of reality and knowledge. It also explores the contributions of
Romantic historians, such as Jules Michelet and Thomas Carlyle, who sought to capture the spirit of
the past through vivid narratives. Unfolding the Secrets: Deconstructing the Puzzle of Early
Romanticism offers a fresh perspective on Romanticism, examining its global impact and enduring
relevance in the modern world. It delves into Romanticism's influence on contemporary art,
literature, music, and philosophy, demonstrating its continuing ability to inspire and provoke
thought. Whether you are a scholar seeking a deeper understanding of Romanticism or a general
reader with a passion for intellectual exploration, this book will provide you with a captivating and
thought-provoking journey into one of the most significant cultural movements in history. If you like
this book, write a review on google books!
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perceived limitations of Enlightenment rationalism amidst revolutionary upheaval. The book
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emergence of Romanticism. Through case studies of key thinkers, it illustrates the tensions between
these perspectives. Finally, it explores their influence on art, literature, and political movements.
What makes this book unique is its nuanced approach, avoiding oversimplified characterizations and
instead focusing on the complex interactions between these intellectual currents. It offers a fresh
perspective on the intellectual history of this transformative era.
  romanticism in art and literature: British Romanticism and the Reception of Italian Old
Master Art, 1793-1840 Maureen McCue, 2016-05-23 As a result of Napoleon’s campaigns in Italy,
Old Master art flooded into Britain and its acquisition became an index of national prestige.
Maureen McCue argues that their responses to these works informed the writing of Romantic period
authors, enabling them to forge often surprising connections between Italian art, the imagination
and the period’s political, social and commercial realities. Dr McCue examines poetry, plays, novels,
travel writing, exhibition catalogues, early guidebooks and private experiences recorded in letters
and diaries by canonical and noncanonical authors, including Felicia Hemans, William Buchanan,
Henry Sass, Pierce Egan, William Hazlitt, Percy Shelley, Lord Byron, Anna Jameson, Maria Graham
Callcott and Samuel Rogers. Her exploration of the idea of connoisseurship shows the ways in which



a knowledge of Italian art became a key marker of cultural standing that was no longer limited to
artists and aristocrats, while her chapter on the literary production of post-Waterloo Britain traces
the development of a critical vocabulary equally applicable to the visual arts and literature. In
offering cultural, historical and literary readings of the responses to Italian art by early
nineteenth-century writers, Dr McCue illuminates the important role they played in shaping the
themes that are central to our understanding of Romanticism.
  romanticism in art and literature: Nonfictional Romantic Prose Steven P. Sondrup, Virgil
Nemoianu, Gerald Gillespie, 2004 Nonfictional Romantic Prose: Expanding Borders surveys a broad
range of expository, polemical, and analytical literary forms that came into prominence during the
last two decades of the eighteenth century and the first half of the nineteenth. They stand in contrast
to better-known romantic fiction in that they endeavor to address the world of daily, empirical
experience rather than that of more explicitly self-referential, fanciful creation. Among them are
genres that have since the nineteenth century come to characterize many aspects of modern life like
the periodical or the psychological case study; others flourished and enjoyed wide-spread popularity
during the nineteenth century but are much less well-known today like the almanac and the diary.
Travel narratives, pamphlets, religious and theological texts, familiar essays, autobiographies,
literary-critical and philosophical studies, and discussions of the visual arts and music all had deep
historical roots when appropriated by romantic writers but prospered in their hands and assumed
distinctive contours indicative of the breadth of romantic thought. SPECIAL OFFER: 30% discount
for a complete set order (5 vols.).The Romanticism series in the Comparative History of Literatures
in European Languages is the result of a remarkable international collaboration. The editorial team
coordinated the efforts of over 100 experts from more than two dozen countries to produce five
independently conceived, yet interrelated volumes that show not only how Romanticism developed
and spread in its principal European homelands and throughout the New World, but also the ways in
which the affected literatures in reaction to Romanticism have redefined themselves on into
Modernism. A glance at the index of each volume quickly reveals the extraordinary richness of the
series' total contents. Romantic Irony sets the broader experimental parameters of comparison by
concentrating on the myriad expressions of �irony� as one of the major impulses in the Romantic
philosophical and artistic revolution, and by combining cross-cultural and interdisciplinary studies
with special attention also to literatures in less widely diffused language streams. Romantic Drama
traces creative innovations that deeply altered the understanding of genre at large, fed popular
imagination through vehicles like the opera, and laid the foundations for a modernist theater of the
absurd. Romantic Poetry demonstrates deep patterns and a sharing of crucial themes of the
revolutionary age which underlie the lyrical expression that flourished in so many languages and
environments. Nonfictional Romantic Prose assists us in coping with the vast array of writings from
the personal and intimate sphere to modes of public discourse, including Romanticism's own
self-commentary in theoretical statements on the arts, society, life, the sciences, and more. Nor are
the discursive dimensions of imaginative literature neglected in the closing volume, Romantic Prose
Fiction, where the basic Romantic themes and story types (the romance, novel, novella, short story,
and other narrative forms) are considered throughout Europe and the New World. This enormous
realm is seen not just in terms of Romantic theorizing, but in the light of the impact of Romantic
ideas and narration on later generations. As an aid to readers, the introduction to Romantic Prose
Fiction explains the relationships among the volumes in the series and carries a listing of their tables
of contents in an appendix. No other series exists comparable to these volumes which treat the
entirety of Romanticism as a cultural happening across the whole breadth of the �Old� and �New�
Worlds and thus render a complex picture of European spiritual strivings in the late eighteenth and
the nineteenth centuries, a heritage still very close to our age.
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