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Kazakhstan Official Languages Kazakh: Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of a Diverse Nation

kazakhstan official languages kazakh form a fundamental part of the country’s identity, history,
and cultural fabric. As the world’s ninth-largest country by land area, Kazakhstan is not only
remarkable for its vast steppes and natural resources but also for its rich multilingual environment.
Understanding the role of Kazakh within the official languages of Kazakhstan offers valuable insights
into the nation's heritage, governance, and social dynamics.

The Official Languages of Kazakhstan: An Overview

Kazakhstan officially recognizes two languages: Kazakh and Russian. This bilingual approach
reflects the country’s complex history, ethnic diversity, and pragmatic communication needs. While
Kazakh is the state language, Russian holds the status of an official language used widely in
government, business, and everyday life.

Kazakh: The State Language

Kazakh, a member of the Turkic language family, is the native tongue of the Kazakh people, the
ethnic majority in Kazakhstan. It holds the prestigious status of the state language, symbolizing
national identity and cultural heritage. The Kazakh language is written in the Cyrillic script
currently, but there are ongoing government initiatives to transition to the Latin alphabet by 2025,
aiming to modernize the language and strengthen ties with the international community.

The Kazakh language’s importance extends beyond official functions; it is a vessel for traditional
folklore, poetry, and oral history. In recent years, there has been a deliberate push to revive and
promote Kazakh in education, media, and public life to preserve the language for future generations.

Russian: The Language of Interethnic Communication

Russian maintains a vital role as the language of interethnic communication in Kazakhstan. Due to
Kazakhstan’s historical ties to the Soviet Union, Russian has been deeply embedded in various
spheres such as administration, education, and commerce. It remains a lingua franca among the
country’s multiethnic population, facilitating communication between different ethnic groups.

The prevalence of Russian complements Kazakh rather than competes with it, making Kazakhstan a
bilingual society where both languages coexist in harmony. For many Kazakhs, Russian is a second
language learned from an early age, and fluency in both languages is often seen as a valuable asset.



The Evolution of Kazakhstan’s Language Policy

Language policies in Kazakhstan have evolved significantly since independence in 1991. The
government has carefully balanced the promotion of Kazakh as a marker of sovereignty with the
practical realities of a multilingual society where Russian plays an indispensable role.

Post-Independence Language Reforms

Upon gaining independence, Kazakhstan declared Kazakh as the state language to reinforce national
identity and cultural revival. Initially, the challenge was to increase Kazakh literacy and usage in
official settings since Russian had dominated during Soviet times. The government implemented
language education reforms, increased Kazakh-language media, and encouraged the use of Kazakh
in governmental institutions.

At the same time, recognizing the importance of Russian for interethnic harmony and international
relations, authorities maintained its official status. This bilingual model is unique and reflects
Kazakhstan’s pragmatic approach to nation-building.

Current Language Initiatives and the Latin Alphabet
Transition

One of the most notable recent developments is the gradual shift from the Cyrillic to the Latin
alphabet for Kazakh. This move aims to align Kazakhstan more closely with global standards and
enhance the digitization of the language. The transition involves comprehensive updates in
education, publishing, and public administration.

The government has also launched campaigns to increase Kazakh language proficiency among non-
native speakers and promote cultural programs celebrating Kazakh traditions. These efforts
highlight the ongoing commitment to nurturing Kazakh while maintaining a functional bilingual
society.

The Role of Kazakh in Education and Media

Language use in education and media offers a window into Kazakhstan’s linguistic priorities and
challenges.

Kazakh Language in Schools and Universities

Kazakh is a mandatory subject in schools across the country, ensuring that every student acquires at
least a basic command of the language. There are also Kazakh-medium schools and universities that
provide instruction entirely in Kazakh to support language immersion and cultural continuity.



However, many institutions offer bilingual or Russian-medium education, reflecting the demand for
Russian and the practical needs of students preparing for careers in a globalized world. This
bilingual educational landscape requires careful policy planning to balance language proficiency and
inclusivity.

Kazakh in Television, Radio, and Online Platforms

The media plays a crucial role in promoting Kazakh. Numerous television channels, radio stations,
and online portals broadcast in Kazakh, creating vibrant content ranging from news and
entertainment to cultural programs.

The growth of digital media has also fostered new opportunities for Kazakh language content,
including social media, blogs, and podcasts. This digital presence helps engage younger audiences
and supports language revitalization efforts.

Ethnic and Linguistic Diversity in Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan is home to over 130 ethnic groups, making it one of the most diverse countries in
Central Asia. This diversity influences linguistic dynamics and the use of Kazakh in everyday life.

The Kazakh Language Among Ethnic Minorities

While Kazakhs constitute the majority, many ethnic minorities such as Russians, Uzbeks, Ukrainians,
and Uighurs live in Kazakhstan. The government encourages all citizens to learn Kazakh as a
unifying element of national identity.

Ethnic minorities often speak their native languages within communities but use Kazakh and
Russian for official communication and wider social interaction. This multilingual environment
enriches Kazakhstan’s cultural mosaic and fosters mutual respect among different groups.

Challenges and Opportunities in Language Preservation

Maintaining Kazakh’s prominence without alienating Russian speakers or ethnic minorities presents
challenges. Language policy must carefully navigate issues of linguistic rights, education quality,
and social cohesion.

At the same time, Kazakhstan’s multilingualism is an asset that promotes cross-cultural
understanding and international cooperation. Embracing Kazakh alongside Russian and other
minority languages opens doors to economic development, tourism, and cultural exchange.



Understanding Kazakhstan’s Linguistic Identity Today

The story of kazakhstan official languages kazakh is one of balance, history, and forward-looking
strategies. Kazakh serves as a powerful symbol of national pride and cultural continuity, while
Russian continues to be a practical tool for communication and integration.

As Kazakhstan advances in the 21st century, the interplay between Kazakh and Russian shapes
everything from government policy to everyday conversations. The nation’s commitment to
bilingualism and gradual modernization of the Kazakh language demonstrates a unique approach to
preserving tradition while embracing global connectivity.

For anyone interested in Central Asian cultures, languages, or geopolitics, Kazakhstan’s linguistic
journey offers a fascinating case study of how language can unify, empower, and evolve within a
dynamic society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Kazakhstan?
Kazakh is the official state language of Kazakhstan.

Is Kazakh the only official language in Kazakhstan?
No, Kazakh is the state language, but Russian is also widely used and has official status for
administrative purposes.

What script is used to write the Kazakh language in
Kazakhstan?
Kazakh is currently written in the Cyrillic script in Kazakhstan, but there is an official transition plan
to switch to the Latin alphabet by 2025.

Why is Kazakh considered important in Kazakhstan?
Kazakh is important as it is the native language of the ethnic Kazakh majority and a symbol of
national identity and cultural heritage.

Are government documents in Kazakhstan available in
Kazakh?
Yes, government documents and official communications are primarily issued in Kazakh, reflecting
its status as the state language.



How is Kazakh taught in schools in Kazakhstan?
Kazakh is taught as a primary language in many schools, especially in regions with a majority
Kazakh population, and efforts are being made to increase its use nationwide.

What is the role of Russian compared to Kazakh in
Kazakhstan?
Russian serves as a language of interethnic communication and is widely used in business,
education, and government alongside Kazakh, which is the official state language.

Additional Resources
Kazakhstan Official Languages Kazakh: A Linguistic and Cultural Examination

kazakhstan official languages kazakh represent a vital aspect of the nation’s identity,
governance, and social fabric. As the largest landlocked country in Central Asia, Kazakhstan's
linguistic landscape is shaped by its diverse ethnic composition, historical influences, and
contemporary political decisions. The Kazakh language, alongside Russian, holds official status,
reflecting a unique bilingual environment that balances tradition with modernity. This article delves
into the intricacies of Kazakhstan’s official languages, focusing on Kazakh’s role, evolution, and
implications for the country’s future.

The Status of Kazakh in Kazakhstan’s Official
Language Policy

Kazakhstan recognizes two official languages: Kazakh and Russian. However, Kazakh is designated
as the state language, a distinction that carries cultural and political weight. According to the
Constitution of Kazakhstan, Kazakh is the language of the state, while Russian is officially used in
administrative and interethnic communication. This dual-language framework aims to accommodate
the diverse population, which includes ethnic Kazakhs, Russians, Uzbeks, Ukrainians, and others.

The constitutional emphasis on Kazakh reflects a broader national effort to revive and strengthen
the language after decades of Soviet Russification policies. Since gaining independence in 1991,
Kazakhstan has implemented various measures to promote Kazakh in education, media, and
government affairs, reinforcing it as a symbol of national sovereignty.

Historical Context of Kazakh Language Development

The Kazakh language belongs to the Kipchak branch of the Turkic language family. Historically,
Kazakh was primarily an oral language, with its script evolving through several stages—from Arabic
to Latin and eventually Cyrillic under Soviet rule. The imposition of the Cyrillic alphabet was part of
a broader Soviet strategy to integrate Kazakhstan into the USSR and diminish local cultural
identities.



Post-independence, there has been a strong push to transition from Cyrillic to a Latin-based
alphabet for Kazakh, aiming to modernize the language and facilitate greater global integration. This
script reform is scheduled to be fully implemented by 2025. The shift is not merely technical; it
symbolizes Kazakhstan’s aspirations to assert its cultural independence while connecting with the
broader Turkic-speaking world and the international community.

Kazakh Language in Education and Media

Education plays a pivotal role in the revitalization and maintenance of Kazakh. The government has
mandated the inclusion of Kazakh as a subject in schools and promoted Kazakh-medium instruction,
especially in primary and secondary education. Universities also offer programs in Kazakh language
and literature, fostering academic research and professional use.

However, the coexistence of Russian as a lingua franca and the prevalence of Russian-language
media present challenges. Russian remains dominant in urban centers and among non-Kazakh ethnic
groups. This dynamic creates a bilingual society where proficiency in both languages is often
necessary for social mobility and employment.

Kazakh-language media has seen significant growth, with an increasing number of television
channels, radio stations, and online platforms broadcasting in Kazakh. This expansion supports
cultural preservation and provides a counterbalance to Russian-language content. The government
supports such initiatives, recognizing the importance of media in language promotion.

Demographic and Sociolinguistic Factors

Ethnic Kazakhs constitute approximately 70% of the population, according to recent census data.
Among them, the use of Kazakh varies widely—rural areas tend to have higher usage rates
compared to cosmopolitan cities like Almaty and Nur-Sultan (formerly Astana). Meanwhile, ethnic
minorities, particularly Russians, often use Russian as their primary language.

The bilingual nature of Kazakhstan’s society means that many citizens are fluent in both Kazakh and
Russian. Nevertheless, younger generations show increasing interest in learning and using Kazakh,
partly due to educational policies and a growing sense of national pride.

Challenges and Opportunities in Promoting Kazakh

The promotion of Kazakh as the state language involves a complex interplay of cultural, political, and
practical considerations. Some challenges include:

Language Infrastructure: Developing comprehensive language resources such as
dictionaries, software, and pedagogical materials remains an ongoing task.

Public Attitudes: While many ethnic Kazakhs support the language’s revitalization, some
segments of society, especially non-Kazakhs, may perceive the language policy as



exclusionary.

Economic Implications: Russian continues to dominate business and international trade
contexts, requiring bilingual proficiency for economic competitiveness.

Script Transition: The move from Cyrillic to Latin script presents logistical challenges in
education, publishing, and digital communication.

Conversely, the emphasis on Kazakh offers several advantages:

Cultural Identity: Strengthening Kazakh promotes national unity and cultural heritage
preservation.

Global Integration: The Latin script transition aligns Kazakhstan with global digital
standards, enhancing accessibility.

Regional Influence: As a Turkic language, Kazakh’s prominence may bolster Kazakhstan’s
ties with other Turkic-speaking countries.

Comparisons with Other Central Asian Countries

Kazakhstan’s language policy can be contrasted with neighboring Central Asian states, such as
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan. Most of these countries have similar
linguistic landscapes with dominant titular languages and Russian as a secondary language.
However, Kazakhstan’s bilingual official language status is somewhat unique, reflecting its larger
Russian-speaking population and more active bilingual policies.

For example, Uzbekistan has prioritized Uzbek as the sole official language, gradually reducing
Russian’s official role, while Kyrgyzstan maintains both Kyrgyz and Russian as official languages but
with less emphasis on language transition reforms. Kazakhstan’s balanced approach seeks to
navigate ethnic diversity and geopolitical realities effectively.

The Future of Kazakh in Kazakhstan’s Multilingual
Society

The trajectory of Kazakhstan official languages Kazakh will likely continue to shape the country’s
cultural and political landscape. The government’s ongoing efforts to increase Kazakh language
proficiency across all sectors suggest a long-term commitment to linguistic revitalization.

Technology and globalization will also influence the language’s development. Digital tools, social
media, and educational platforms offer new opportunities for Kazakh language dissemination and
normalization. Moreover, the Latin script implementation is expected to facilitate greater



connectivity with international audiences, enhancing Kazakhstan’s cultural diplomacy.

Nonetheless, maintaining a harmonious bilingual environment requires careful policy design that
respects the linguistic rights of all ethnic groups. Ensuring accessibility and inclusivity will be
essential for fostering social cohesion in Kazakhstan’s diverse society.

Kazakhstan’s linguistic journey exemplifies the challenges and opportunities faced by post-Soviet
nations seeking to reclaim their heritage while engaging with a globalized world. The status and
evolution of Kazakh as one of the country’s official languages will remain a key indicator of
Kazakhstan’s identity and future direction.
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multilingual policies to correct a country's ethno-linguistic, socio-economic, and symbolic imbalances
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outcomes of official policies of multilingualism at the city, regional, and national levels through a
series of international case studies. The eleven chapters – most focusing on lesser-known
geopolitical contexts and languages – bring to the fore the many paradoxes that underlie the concept
of diversity, lived experiences of and attitudes toward linguistic and cultural diversity, and the
official multilingual policies designed to legally enhance, protect, or constrain otherness. An
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price of £325
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Caucasus Mohammed Ayoob, Murad Ismayilov, 2015-02-20 The multicultural region of Central
Eurasia is living through its early post-independence years and as such serves as an ideal case to
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experiences of the different Central Eurasian states in their post-independence pursuits. The book is
structured into two broadly defined sections, with the first half examining the different ways in
which the combination of domestic, regional, international and trans-national forces worked to
advance one national identity over the others in the states that comprise the region of post-Soviet
Central Eurasia. In the second half, chapters analyse the many ways in which identity, once shaped,
affected foreign policy behaviours of the regional states, as well as the overall security dynamics in
the region. The book also looks at the ways in which identity, by doing so, enjoys an intricate,
mutually constitutive relationship with the strategic context in which it bears its effects on the state
and the region. Finally, given the special role Russia has historically played in defining the
evolutionary trajectory of the regional states, the book discusses the ways in which Russia itself and
its post-cold war policies towards its former colonies have been conditioned by factors associated
with Russia’s evolving post-Soviet identity. Placing the region firmly within existing theories of
identity and state practices, the book will be of interest to students and scholars of Central Asian
Politics, Security Studies, Foreign Policy and International Relations.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: Central Asia and the Caucasus Touraj Atabaki,
Sanjyot Mehendale, 2004-11-10 This book focuses on the dynamics among transnational forces
within and beyond Central Asia and explores the roles played by diaspora communities in Central
Asia and the Caucasus.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: Nation-building and Identities in Post-Soviet
Societies Andrea Friedli, Aline Gohard-Radenkovic, François Ruegg, 2017 Research by social
scientists on multicultural and multilingual post-Soviet societies is manifold. However, there rarely
exists a dialogue between academic fields, traditions and ideologies. This book critically reunites
different academic generations and traditions, different disciplines, and different geographical and
cultural backgrounds by keeping the plurality of the approaches. The contributions discuss the roles
of ideologies, education, and ethnic, linguistic, and religious identities in the post-Soviet
nation-building processes. The included case studies show continuities and discontinuities in the
ideological and political aspects of nation-building and identity management in post-Soviet societies.
(Series: Freiburg Studies in Social Anthropology / Freiburger Sozialanthropologische Studien, Vol.
47) [Subject: Social Anthropology, Sociology, Politics, Soviet Union]
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: Information-Structural Perspectives on Discourse
Particles Pierre-Yves Modicom, Olivier Duplâtre, 2020-03-15 The articles collected in this volume
offer new perspectives into the relevance of notions such as topic, antitopic, contrastive topic, focus,
verum focus and theticity for the analysis of the syntax and semantics of modal particles,
sentence-final particles and other medial, sentential and illocutive particles. This book addresses
three great questions in a variety of languages ranging from Japanese to Mohawk, including Basque,
French, German, Italian, Kazakh, Spanish and Turkish, with some insights from English and Russian.
The first question is the role played by information-structural strategies such as left dislocations,
clefts or the morphological marking of focus in the rise of discourse particles. In the second part,
papers are concerned with the relevance of information structure for the study of polysemic and
polyfunctional discourse particles. Finally, the contribution of particles to the determination of the
information-structural profile of the clause is examined, as well as their role in the
information-structural specification of illocutionary types. Language-specific papers alternate with
comparative approaches in order to show how newer insights on information structure can help
resolve some of the classical issues of the linguistic research on particles.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: India and Central Asia Braja Bihārī Kumāra, 2007
The volume is the collection of the papers contributed in the International Seminar on India and
Central Asia: Classical to Contemporary Periods and some papers published in the Quarterly
Dialogue of the Astha Bharati, Delhi.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: Censorship Derek Jones, 2001-12-01 Censorship: A
World Encyclopedia presents a comprehensive view of censorship, from Ancient Egypt to those
modern societies that claim to have abolished the practice. For each country in the world, the



history of censorship is described and placed in context, and the media censored are examined: art,
cyberspace, literature, music, the press, popular culture, radio, television, and the theatre, not to
mention the censorship of language, the most fundamental censorship of all. Also included are
surveys of major controversies and chronicles of resistance. Censorship will be an essential
reference work for students of the many subjects touched by censorship and for all those who are
interested in the history of and contemporary fate of freedom of expression.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: The Scholars’ Publication Sourcebook Seth Agbo,
2024-12-31 This book is a comprehensive guide for instructors and graduate students on preparing
scholarly manuscripts for peer-reviewed journals, theses, or dissertations in the humanities and
social sciences. Providing a toolbox of approaches to understand the structures around manuscript
preparation, it offers an in-depth understanding of the different types of manuscripts and the
nuanced approaches required. It illuminates each stage of the process, from the initial identification
of a topic to the publication of the final article. It draws on the expertise of various contributors,
including journal editors, editorial board members, peer reviewers, and research methods
instructors. The book is a practical guide for all instructors and students seeking insight into the
publishing process in high-impact journals. It draws from case studies across various fields such as
sociology, psychology, political science, business studies, policy research, and public health. The
book will be of particular relevance to early-career scholars, graduate students, and instructors
working with students preparing theses, dissertations, or journal articles. It serves as a valuable
resource for understanding and navigating the complex world of academic publishing.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: Language-related Conflicts in Multinational and
Multiethnic Settings Barbora Moormann-Kimáková, 2015-11-18 In this book, Barbora
Moormann-Kimáková analyses the possibility of finding an optimal language regime in multinational
and multiethnic countries – either by defining the contents of an optimal language regime, or with
the help of a criterion enabling to evaluate whether a language regime is optimal or not. The process
of the selection or change of a language regime often becomes a matter of a language-related
conflict. These conflicts are mostly accompanied by other political or social conflicts, as for example
in Ukraine or former Yugoslavia, which render solutions – and their evaluation – difficult. The author
claims that language regimes can be evaluated based on the increase or lack of their legitimacy in
the eyes of the relevant actors. This is demonstrated in four language regime studies on the
European Union, Soviet Union, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and South Africa.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: The Limits of Culture Brenda Shaffer, 2006 Experts
analyze the effect of cultural interests on the foreign policy of states in the Caspian region, including
Iran, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, and Pakistan.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: The Eurasian Economic Union and Integration
Theory Mikhail Mukhametdinov, 2020-02-18 This book evaluates the utility of the Eurasian
Economic Union in economic, political, cultural and geostrategic dimensions. It does so through a
systematic comparison of the bloc with aspects of the European Union along a number of criteria
derived from integration theory. The book concludes that the EAEU is a useless undertaking, at least
for Russia, in any of the integration dimensions discussed. This is so because of the inherent
properties of the region, and also because of the behaviour of the member states in the context of
Russia’s resistance to the West. Besides, the principles of liberal economics, endorsed by the union,
contribute to asymmetries in development among its member states. In addition to a symbolic event
spotlighting Russia’s regional leadership, the union appears mainly as a shop where gas is sold
below market prices, and as an import base of unskilled labour for Russia in conditions of Russia’s
high unemployment and underemployment. Concurrently, the book discusses Russia’s grievances
with the West, which have been inducing and constraining Eurasian integration at the same time.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: Oil, Transition and Security in Central Asia Sally
Cummings, 2004-02-24 Approaching Central Asia from the perspective of geopolitics, transition, oil
and stability, the authors provide a very broad and diverse analysis of the region, examining
domestic and international developments since 1991. The book both provides an introduction to the



region and presents advanced research on international pipeline projects, political risk and
developments after September 11th. The authors draw on a variety of disciplines, including
economics, politics, international relations, law and sociology.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: UCLA Working Papers in Phonetics , 1994
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: The Oxford Handbook of Language and Prejudice Jane
Setter, Sender Dovchin, Vijay A. Ramjattan, 2025-09-25 This volume explores and rearticulates the
relationship between language and prejudice. Language plays an important role in the
conceptualization, enactment, and defence of prejudice at both the individual and institutional level.
Language (and language users) can also be the object of prejudice, and language itself can - with
some conditions - be thought of as a solution to prejudice. The chapters in the volume examine how
prejudice manifests itself, how it is perceived, and how it might be combatted. Parts I - III cover
linguistic prejudices relating to gender and sexuality, ableism, and race and ethnicity, while Parts IV
- VI explore social issues, politics and religion, and educational perspectives. The final part looks at
projects and initiatives to tackle linguistic prejudice in a range of contexts. While recent work in the
field has tended to inadvertently construct knowledge according to normative and Northern
epistemologies, this volume features contributions that also provide an understanding of linguistic
prejudice from Global South perspectives.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: World and Its Peoples Marshall Cavendish, 2006-09
Describes the geography, people, culture, and politics of the countries of the Middle East, Central
Asia, and North Africa.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: The World Factbook United States. Central
Intelligence Agency, 1989
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: Research Companion to Language and Country
Branding Irene Theodoropoulou, Johanna Tovar, 2020-11-16 Research Companion to Language and
Country Branding brings together entirely new interdisciplinary research conducted by scholars
working on various sociolinguistic, semiotic, anthropological and discursive analytical aspects of
country branding all over the world. Branding is a process of identity construction, whereby
countries gain visibility and put themselves on the world map as distinctive entities by drawing on
their history, culture, economy, society, geography, and their people. Through branding, countries
aim not only at establishing their uniqueness but also, and perhaps most importantly, at attracting
tourism, investments, high quality human capital, as well as at forging financial, military, political
and social alliances. Against this backdrop, this volume explores how countries and regions imagine
and portray others and themselves in terms of gender, ethnicity, and diversity today as well as the
past. In this respect, the book examines how branding differs from other, related policies and
practices, such as nation building, banal nationalism, and populism. This volume is an essential
reference for students, researchers, and practitioners with an interest in country, nation, and place
branding processes.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: Russia, the Caucasus, and Central Asia Rajan Menon,
Yuri E. Fedorov, Ghia Nodia, East West Insitute, 2016-07-01 This comprehensive exploration of the
international environment examines not only traditional political-military concerns but also
economic, ethnic, and environmental issues and the role of crime, terrorism, the drug trade, and
migration in the security environment of Russia and its neighbours to the south. This approach takes
account of both the internal and external aspects of security problems and their interplay. The
participation of international authors facilitates the consideration of each problem from all relevant
points of view.
  kazakhstan official languages kazakh: Languages in a Globalising World Jacques Maurais,
Michael A. Morris, 2003-04-10 Throughout human history, the fate of languages has been closely
linked to political power relationships. Political shifts in the international system continue to affect
linguistic patterns, which today are still in a state of flux following the end of the Cold War. This
book considers the effects of present-day trends in global politics on the relative status of languages,
and the directions in which the linguistic hierarchy might develop in the future. It will appeal to



researchers and students of sociolinguistics and language planning as well as of international
relations.
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