chinua achebe no longer at ease

Chinua Achebe No Longer At Ease: Exploring the Depths of a Classic Novel

chinua achebe no longer at ease is a phrase that immediately brings to mind
one of the most profound post-colonial novels in African literature. Written
by Chinua Achebe, a literary giant celebrated for his insightful portrayal of
Nigerian society, *No Longer at Ease* serves as a compelling sequel to his
groundbreaking work *Things Fall Apart*. This novel dives deep into the
complexities of identity, corruption, and cultural clashes experienced by a
young Nigerian man navigating the turbulent waters between tradition and
modernity.

If you've ever wondered about the significance of *No Longer at Ease* in the
context of African literature or how Chinua Achebe masterfully captures the
moral dilemmas faced by post-colonial societies, this article will guide you
through the novel’s themes, characters, and its lasting impact.

Understanding Chinua Achebe No Longer at Ease:
An Overview

Chinua Achebe’s *No Longer at Ease* was published in 1960, at a pivotal
moment when Nigeria was on the brink of independence. The novel centers on
Obi Okonkwo, the grandson of Okonkwo from *Things Fall Apart*, who returns to
Nigeria after studying in England. Obi’s story is one of hope, ambition, and,
ultimately, disillusionment as he struggles to reconcile his Western
education with the expectations and realities of his native culture.

This narrative explores the tension between traditional African values and
Western influence, examining how colonial legacies continue to affect
individual lives and societal structures. The title itself, *No Longer at
Ease*, reflects Obi’s internal conflict and the broader cultural unease
experienced by post-colonial Nigeria.

The Plot and Setting

Set in the fictional Nigerian city of Lagos, the story follows Obi as he
takes a government job after returning home. Despite his good intentions and
aspirations to serve his country ethically, Obi confronts widespread
corruption and bureaucracy. His struggle is not just external but deeply
personal, as he is torn between integrity and the pressures to conform to
corrupt practices to fit in and succeed.

The novel’'s setting highlights the transitional phase Nigeria was undergoing,
blending urbanization, colonial administration, and indigenous customs. This



backdrop is crucial to understanding the social commentary Achebe weaves
throughout the story.

Key Themes in Chinua Achebe No Longer at Ease

Achebe’s novel is rich with themes that resonate beyond its Nigerian setting.
Let’s explore some of these critical themes that make *No Longer at Ease* an
enduring work.

1. The Clash Between Tradition and Modernity

At the heart of *No Longer at Ease* is the conflict between traditional
African values and the influence of Western education and ideals. Obi
represents the new generation educated abroad, expected to bring progress to
his country. However, he finds himself caught between the expectations of his
family and community, who uphold ancestral customs, and the realities of a
modernizing society.

This theme invites readers to consider how cultural identity is challenged
and reshaped in the face of globalization and post-colonial pressures.

2. Corruption and Moral Ambiguity

One of the most powerful aspects of *No Longer at Ease* is its unflinching
portrayal of corruption. Obi’s descent into bribery and moral compromise is
not presented as a simple fall from grace but as a complex response to
systemic challenges. Achebe exposes how corruption can permeate even those
with the best intentions, shedding light on the difficulties of maintaining
integrity in a flawed system.

This moral ambiguity offers a nuanced perspective on the ethical dilemmas
faced by individuals in post-colonial societies.

3. Identity and Alienation

Obi’s experience of alienation is a poignant reflection of the post-colonial
identity crisis. Educated abroad, he feels estranged from his roots yet is
unable to fully embrace Western ways. This duality creates a sense of
displacement, a universal theme that many readers find relatable.

Achebe’s exploration of identity underscores the psychological impact of
colonialism and the struggle to find belonging in a rapidly changing world.



Characters That Bring the Story to Life

The richness of *No Longer at Ease* lies not just in its themes but in its
vivid, well-rounded characters who personify the novel’s conflicts.

Obi Okonkwo

As the protagonist, Obi is a complex character whose journey embodies hope,
ambition, and tragedy. His Western education equips him with ideals of
fairness and progress, but his encounters with entrenched corruption
challenge these beliefs. 0Obi’s internal conflict and ultimate downfall make
him a deeply human figure grappling with impossible choices.

Clara

Clara, Obi’s love interest, represents tradition and spirituality. Her
refusal to marry Obi due to her osu (outcast) status highlights societal
prejudices and the constraints of cultural norms. Their relationship adds
emotional depth to the narrative and exemplifies the social barriers that
persist despite modernization.

Mr. Green and Other Supporting Characters

Characters like Mr. Green, Obi’s British boss, symbolize colonial authority
and its lingering influence. Other figures in Obi’s family and community
reflect varying attitudes toward change and tradition, enriching the story’s
social tapestry.

The Literary Significance of Chinua Achebe No
Longer at Ease

Chinua Achebe’s *No Longer at Ease* is more than just a novel about post-
colonial Nigeria; it is a significant contribution to world literature and
African storytelling.

A Sequel with a Purpose

Following *Things Fall Apart*, which focused on pre-colonial and colonial
resistance, *No Longer at Ease* shifts the lens to post-independence
challenges. This progression allows Achebe to explore the aftermath of



colonialism, especially the complexities of governance, identity, and
morality.

Realism and Social Critique

Achebe’s narrative style is accessible yet profound, blending realism with
sharp social critique. His use of English infused with Igbo proverbs and
expressions enriches the text, making it both culturally authentic and
globally relevant.

Influence on African Literature

*No Longer at Ease* has inspired generations of African writers by addressing
themes of corruption, cultural conflict, and modernity. It remains a staple
in academic curricula worldwide and a touchstone for discussions on ethics
and development in post-colonial contexts.

Tips for Reading and Analyzing No Longer at
Ease

Whether you’re a student, literature enthusiast, or casual reader,
approaching *No Longer at Ease* with certain strategies can deepen your
understanding and appreciation.

e Contextualize the Historical Background: Familiarize yourself with
Nigeria’s colonial history and independence movement to grasp the
novel’s setting.

e Focus on Character Motivations: Analyze Obi’'s choices and dilemmas to
understand the novel’s moral complexities.

» Reflect on Themes of Corruption and Identity: Consider how these themes
relate to contemporary issues in governance and society.

e Pay Attention to Language and Symbolism: Achebe’s use of proverbs and
cultural references enriches the narrative layers.

Why Chinua Achebe No Longer at Ease Remains



Relevant Today

Despite being written over six decades ago, *No Longer at Ease* continues to
resonate in today’s world. The issues of corruption, cultural identity, and
the struggles of modernization are universal and persistent in many
societies.

Obi’s story is a cautionary tale about the costs of systemic failure and
personal compromise, encouraging readers to reflect on ethical leadership and
societal responsibility. Additionally, the novel offers insights into the
challenges faced by post-colonial nations striving to forge new paths while
honoring their heritage.

In a globalized era, Chinua Achebe’s *No Longer at Ease* serves as a reminder
of the enduring tensions between tradition and progress, individual
aspirations and social pressures—a story as relevant now as it was at the
time of its publication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Chinua Achebe's 'No
Longer at Ease'?

'No Longer at Ease' explores themes of cultural conflict, corruption, and the
struggle between traditional African values and Western influences in post-
colonial Nigeria.

Who is the protagonist in 'No Longer at Ease' and
what challenges does he face?

The protagonist is Obi Okonkwo, a young Nigerian who returns home after
studying in England and faces moral dilemmas, corruption, and societal
pressures.

How does 'No Longer at Ease' relate to Chinua
Achebe's earlier novel 'Things Fall Apart'?

‘No Longer at Ease' is a sequel of sorts, following Obi Okonkwo, the grandson
of Okonkwo from 'Things Fall Apart', and continuing the exploration of
Nigerian society and cultural change.

What role does corruption play in 'No Longer at
Ease'?

Corruption is a central issue in the novel, highlighting the difficulties



faced by individuals trying to maintain integrity in a society where bribery
and unethical behavior are widespread.

How does Chinua Achebe portray the conflict between
tradition and modernity in 'No Longer at Ease'?

Achebe portrays this conflict through 0Obi's struggle to balance his
traditional Igbo values with the Western education and lifestyle he has
adopted.

What is the significance of Obi Okonkwo's education
in England in the novel?

Obi's education symbolizes the influence of Western culture and ideals, but
also creates a sense of alienation and a clash with his Nigerian roots.

How does 'No Longer at Ease' address the theme of
identity?

The novel explores Obi's identity crisis as he navigates between his
traditional upbringing and modern Western influences, questioning where he
truly belongs.

What is the ending of 'No Longer at Ease', and what
message does it convey?

The novel ends tragically with Obi succumbing to corruption, conveying a
message about the complexities and challenges of upholding integrity in a
corrupt society.

How does Achebe use language and narrative style in
'No Longer at Ease'?

Achebe blends English with Igbo expressions and uses a straightforward
narrative style to reflect the cultural hybridity and accessibility of the
story.

Why is 'No Longer at Ease' considered an important
work in African literature?

'No Longer at Ease' is important for its realistic portrayal of post-colonial
Nigerian society, its critique of corruption, and its exploration of cultural
identity, making it a seminal work in African literature.



Additional Resources

Chinua Achebe No Longer at Ease: A Critical Examination of Postcolonial
Struggles and Moral Complexity

chinua achebe no longer at ease stands as a significant work that delves deep
into the complexities of postcolonial Nigerian society. As the second novel
in Achebe’s African Trilogy, following the monumental "Things Fall Apart,"
*No Longer at Ease* offers a nuanced portrayal of the tensions between
tradition and modernity, corruption and integrity, identity and alienation.
The novel’s enduring relevance lies in its incisive exploration of the socio-
political challenges faced by a young African navigating the treacherous
waters of a newly independent nation.

Contextualizing Chinua Achebe No Longer at Ease

Published in 1960, *No Longer at Ease* captures the transitional period in
Nigeria’s history, as the country moved from colonial rule toward
independence. Achebe, renowned for his role in shaping African literature,
uses this novel to examine the lingering colonial influences and the internal
conflicts that arise within individuals and society at large. The
protagonist, Obi Okonkwo, is emblematic of this struggle. Educated abroad and
returning with lofty ideals, Obi finds himself disillusioned by the realities
of corruption and moral compromise in his homeland.

The title itself, *No Longer at Ease*, signals a profound sense of discomfort
and dislocation, both personal and cultural. Achebe’s narrative probes the
psychological and ethical dilemmas of postcolonial existence, making the
novel a critical text for understanding the period’s historical and cultural
milieu.

Exploring the Central Themes

A thorough analysis of *Chinua Achebe no longer at ease* requires an
understanding of the novel’s central themes, which include corruption,
identity crisis, and the clash between traditional values and Western
influences.

e Corruption and Moral Ambiguity: One of the most significant aspects of
the novel is its candid portrayal of corruption. Obi’s gradual descent
into bribery highlights the pervasive nature of corruption in
postcolonial Nigeria. Achebe does not depict this phenomenon as merely a
political issue but as a deeply personal and societal malaise.

e Identity and Alienation: Obi’s internal conflict reflects the broader
crisis of identity faced by many African elites educated abroad. Torn



between his Igbo heritage and Western education, Obi embodies the
difficulties of reconciling two often opposing worlds.

e Tradition vs. Modernity: The novel contrasts the expectations of
traditional society with the demands of modern governance and
professionalism. This tension is apparent in Obi’'s family pressures,
societal expectations, and his own moral struggles.

Character Dynamics and Symbolism

Obi Okonkwo’s character serves as a microcosm of the postcolonial African
experience. His journey from an idealistic civil servant to a compromised
individual is layered with symbolism. His name, sharing the surname with
Okonkwo from *Things Fall Apart*, suggests a generational continuity and the
ongoing challenges faced by the Igbo people.

Achebe uses secondary characters such as Clara, Obi’s love interest, and his
mother to further illuminate societal expectations and cultural norms.
Clara’s identity as an osu (a member of a marginalized group) introduces
themes of caste and social division, while Obi’s mother represents
traditional values and expectations.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Achebe’s prose in *No Longer at Ease* is marked by clarity and restraint,
allowing the story’s moral complexities to emerge naturally. His narrative
technique employs a third-person omniscient perspective, providing insights
into Obi’s thoughts and motivations without overt judgment.

The novel's structure, with its gradual build-up to Obi’'s downfall, reflects
a classical tragic arc. Achebe’s use of irony and foreshadowing enhances the
thematic depth, portraying Obi’s predicament as both individual failure and a
symptom of broader societal dysfunction.

Comparative Perspectives

When compared to *Things Fall Apart*, *No Longer at Ease* shifts focus from
the communal and cultural disintegration caused by colonialism to the
individual’s struggle within a postcolonial state. While *Things Fall Apart*
centers on the clash between indigenous traditions and colonial incursion,
*No Longer at Ease* examines the aftermath-specifically, the compromises and
contradictions inherent in newly independent African nations.



In a broader literary context, Achebe’s exploration of corruption anticipates
themes later developed by African writers such as Wole Soyinka and Ngligi wa
Thiong'o. The novel’s engagement with moral ambiguity contrasts with more
idealistic portrayals of postcolonial leadership prevalent in other
contemporary works.

Relevance of Chinua Achebe No Longer at Ease in
Contemporary Discourse

Decades after its publication, *No Longer at Ease* continues to resonate due
to its unflinching examination of issues like corruption, identity, and
cultural dissonance. Modern readers and scholars find in Achebe’s work a
prescient critique of systemic challenges that persist in many African
countries, including Nigeria.

The novel’'s themes are frequently referenced in academic discussions about
governance, ethics, and the legacy of colonialism. Moreover, its portrayal of
the educated elite's vulnerability to corruption remains a poignant
commentary on the challenges of leadership and integrity in developing
nations.

Impact on African Literature and Beyond

Chinua Achebe’s *No Longer at Ease* solidified his role as a pioneering voice
in African literature. It expanded the narrative scope from the communal to
the individual, offering a multifaceted view of postcolonial realities. The
novel’s critical success helped pave the way for a generation of African
writers grappling with similar themes.

Furthermore, the novel’s exploration of moral complexity and cultural
hybridity has influenced not only African literature but also postcolonial
studies worldwide. Its inclusion in academic curricula across the globe
underscores its universal appeal and enduring significance.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its acclaim, *Chinua Achebe no longer at ease* has attracted some
criticism. Some readers argue that the novel’s portrayal of corruption risks
reinforcing negative stereotypes about Africa. Others feel that Obi’s
character lacks the depth and heroism found in *Things Fall Apart*’s Okonkwo,
leading to perceptions of pessimism.

However, these critiques can be contextualized within the novel’s broader
purpose: to present a realistic, unvarnished depiction of the complexities



facing postcolonial individuals, rather than idealized heroes. Achebe’s
nuanced approach challenges readers to grapple with uncomfortable truths
rather than simplistic narratives.

Key Takeaways for Readers and Scholars

For those engaging with *No Longer at Ease*, several insights emerge:

1. The novel underscores the pervasive impact of colonial legacies on
contemporary governance and individual behavior.

2. It highlights the psychological toll of cultural dislocation experienced
by individuals caught between tradition and modernity.

3. Achebe’s treatment of corruption is both a personal and systemic
critique, urging reflection on ethical responsibility.

4. The narrative encourages a balanced understanding of postcolonial
challenges, avoiding both romanticization and condemnation.

These points demonstrate why *Chinua Achebe no longer at ease* remains
essential reading for those interested in African literature, postcolonial
studies, and ethical governance.

From its intricate characterizations to its incisive social commentary, *No

Longer at Ease* occupies a critical place in literary and cultural discourse.
It invites ongoing examination, challenging readers to consider the enduring
legacies of history and the complexities of moral choice in a changing world.
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chinua achebe no longer at ease: No Longer at Ease Chinua Achebe, 1987 Obi Okenkwo, a
Nigerian country boy, is determined to make it in the city. Educated in England, he has new, refined
tastes which eventually conflict with his good resolutions and lead to his downfall.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: A Study Guide for Chinua Achebe's "No Longer at Ease"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Chinua Achebe's No Longer at Ease,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
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summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Emerging Perspectives on Chinua Achebe Ernest
Emenyonu, 2004 This compendium of 37 essays provides global perspectives of Achebe as an artist
with a proper sense of history and an imaginative writer with an inviolable sense of cultural mission
and political commitment.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: No Longer at Ease Chinua Achebe, 1961 Obi, som efter
studietiden i England vender hjem til Nigeria og far ansaettelse i administrationen, anklages for
korruption og feres for retten

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Postcolonial Literatures Michael Parker, Roger Starkey,
1995 This collection of essays reflects the intensified debate world-wide in literary theories,
especially since 1968, and the growth of post-colonial literatures in English, which together have
prompted significant re-readings of cultural histories in Africa, India, the Caribbean, as well as in
America and Europe. Post-Colonial Literatures scrutinises the work of four writers: Achebe, Ngugi,
Desai and Walcott, and their attempts to find new languages and new narratives to engage with the
complex histories of their 'homelands'.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Notes on Chinua Achebe's No longer at ease Peter
Mills, 1983

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Chinua Achebe Toyin Falola, 2024-10-17 An imaginative,
narratological reading of Chinua Achebe's novels, stories, poetry, and essays through a literary and
historical framework. Toyin Falola analyzes fictional and historical cartographies of Africa in
Achebe's literary works to offer a critical representation of Africa's present and future. In particular,
he focuses on the historical valuation of a full range of the writer's works - novels including Things
Fall Apart, but also short stories, poems, and essays - as important materials that have contributed
to the political events in Nigeria and, by extension, Africa. The raw creativity found in Achebe's
stories and his ability to tell the Nigerian story - precolonial, colonial, and postcolonial - have
endeared him to many, including readers and those critical of him and his works. Chinua Achebe:
Narrating Africa in Fictions and History analyzes all of the writer's works, dwelling on the Nigerian
political context upon which many, if not all, of his narratives lie. As a result, it examines
methodologies of narration and ideologies that allow his works to resonate with the imagination of
Africa.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: The Fiction of Chinua Achebe Jago Morrison, 2009-07-23
Since the emergence of Things Fall Apart in 1958, Chinua Achebe has come to be regarded by many
as the 'Godfather' of modern African writing. Over 150 full length studies of his work have been
published, together with many hundreds of scholarly articles. This Reader's Guide enables students
to navigate the rich and bewildering field of Achebe criticism, setting out the key areas of critical
debate, the most influential alternative approaches to his work and the controversies that have so
often surrounded it. The Guide examines Achebe's key novels - with the main focus on Things Fall
Apart - and also discusses his less well-known short fiction. Including discussion of important
Nigerian scholarship that is often inaccessible, this is an invaluable introduction to the work of one
of Africa's most important and popular writers.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: African Intellectual Heritage Abu Shardow Abarry, 1996
Organized by major themes—such as creation stories, and resistance to oppression—this collection
gather works of imagination, politics and history, religion, and culture from many societies and
across recorded time. Asante and Abarry marshal together ancient, anonymous writers whose texts
were originally written on stone and papyri and the well-known public figures of more recent times
whose spoken and written words have shaped the intellectual history of the diaspora. Within this
remarkably wide-ranging volume are such sources as prayers and praise songs from ancient Kemet
and Ethiopia along with African American spirituals; political commentary from C.L.R. James,
Malcolm X, Mary McLeod Bethune, and Joseph Nyerere; stirring calls for social justice from David



Walker, Abdias Nacimento, Franzo Fanon, and Martin Luther King, Jr. Featuring newly translated
texts and ocuments published for the first time, the volume also includes an African chronology, a
glossary, and an extensive bibliography. With this landmark book, Asante and Abarry offer a major
contribution to the ongoing debates on defining the African canon. Author note:Molefi Kete Asanteis
Professor and Chair of African American Studies at Temple University and author of several books,
includingThe Afrocentric Idea(Temple) andThe Historical and Cultural Atlas of African
Americans.Abu S. Abarryis Assistant Chair of African American Studies at Temple University.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Identity, Community, Discourse Giuseppina Cortese, Anna
Duszak, 2005 Languages are inseparable from their contexts of use. They are not only congruent
with, but also involved in the configuration of the worldviews and value systems manifested in
cultures and embodied in texts. The spread of English worldwide foregrounds the issue of textual
dynamics in intercultural settings. The production/reception of texts in English facilitates
international contacts and exchanges, yet it also triggers hegemonic practices. The volume aims to
investigate the representations and negotiations of sociocognitive identities in intercultural settings
relevant for 'good practice'. Contributions explore 'languaging' strategies (verbal, visual,
multimodal; English monolingual, bilingual, multilingual) through a range of methodological
perspectives wherein the respect for sociocultural differences is a constitutive value.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Private and Public Corruption William C. Heffernan, John
Kleinig, 2004-10-27 The book roots corruption in the idea of a departure from conventional
standards, and thus offers an account not only of its corrosiveness but also of its malleability and
controversiality. In the course of a broadranging exploration, it examines various links between
private and public corruption, connecting the latter with other social and political structures.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Intertextuality in Contemporary African Literature Ode
Ogede, 2011-09-16 Intellectual exchange among African creative writers is the subject of this highly
innovative and wide-ranging look at several forms of intertextuality on the continent. Focusing on
the issue of the availability of old canonical texts of African literature as a creative resource, this
study throws light on how African authors adapt, reinterpret, and redeploy existing texts in the
formulation of new ones. Contemporary African writers are taking advantage of and extending the
resources available in the existing native literary tradition. But the field of inter-ethnic/trans-national
African literary inter-textual studies is a novel one in itself as the theme of African writers' debt to
Euro-American authors has been the critical commonplace in African literature. Detailing the echoes
and reverberations the voices of the past have generated, and the distinctive uses to which the
writers are putting one another's works, the book demonstrates that the influence of local stock is
significant: it is pervasive and widespread, and manifests itself in ways both random and systematic,
but it is a ubiquitous presence in the African literary imagination.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: The ~ANovel and the Globalization of Culture Michael
Valdez Moses, 1995-05-25 Bringing together canonical European authors with authors from the
Third World, this book analyzes the emergence of the modern global novel, and the way it mirrors
the underlying process of cultural globalization. Through detailed readings of Stendhal, Hardy,
Conrad, Achebe, and Vargas Llosa, this study reveals how the spread of Western
modernity--materially and culturally--has been shadowed by the destruction of traditional societies.
These novels focus on the individual tragedies of those who represent pre-modern ways of life; in the
process, offering a corrective to Hegel's abstruse philosophy of history. From rural Victorian
England to the Malay Archipelago, and from the Igho heartland in Africa to the backlands of Brazil, a
global narrative unfolds, one where the forces of modernization clash with the defenders of
traditional society. Moses contributes to the ongoing debate on Alexandre Kojéve and the end of
history, while, at the same time, moving beyond sterile oppositions--canonical versus non-canonical
works, formal literary criticism versus political/historical critique. With its new conceptualization of
modernity and globalization, this book will interest the literary scholar, cultural critic, social
scientist, and political theorist.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Chinua Achebe and the Politics of Narration Thomas Jay




Lynn, 2017-07-18 This book examines vital intersections of narration, linguistic innovation, and
political insight that distinguish Chinua Achebe’s fiction as well as his non-fiction commentaries.
Each chapter focuses on a different aspect of these intersections: Achebe’s narrative response to
Western authors who have written on Africa, his integration of Igho folklore, the political
implications of writing African literature in English, his use of Nigerian Pidgin, and the Nigerian
Civil War. It also addresses the teaching of Achebe’s works. Achebe drew on diverse resources to
offer searching psychological and political insights that contribute not only a decidedly African
political viewpoint to the modern novel, but also a more inclusive narrative consciousness. Achebe’s
adaptations of Igho oral art are intrinsic to his writing’s political engagement because they assert
the integrity and authority of the African voice in a global order defined by colonialism. This book
reveals how his work has helped to restructure a global vision of Africa.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: The Chinua Achebe Encyclopedia M. Keith Booker,
2003-12-30 Several hundred A-Z entries cover Achebe's major works, important characters and
settings, key concepts and issues, and more. Though best known as a novelist, Achebe is also a
critic, activist, and spokesman for African culture. This reference is a comprehensive and
authoritative guide to his life and writings. Included are several hundred alphabetically arranged
entries. Some of these are substantive summary discussions of Achebe's major works of fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry. Entries are written by expert contributors and close with brief bibliographies.
The volume also provides a general bibliography and chronology. Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe is
widely regarded as the most important of the numerous African novelists who gained global
attention in the second half of the 20th century. Achebe is certainly the African writer best known in
the West, and his first novel, Things Fall Apart, is a founding text of postcolonial African literature
and regarded as one of the central works of world literature of the last 50 years. Though best known
as a novelist, Achebe is also a critic, activist, and spokesman for African culture. This reference is a
comprehensive and authoritative guide to his life and writings. Included are several hundred
alphabetically arranged entries. Some of these are substantive summary discussions of Achebe's
major works of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Other topics include all of his major fictional
characters and settings, important concepts and issues central to his writings, historical persons,
places, and events relevant to his works, and influential texts by other writers. Entries are written by
expert contributors and close with brief bibliographies. The volume also provides a general
bibliography and chronology.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Relocating Agency Olakunle George, 2003-03-19 A
postmodernist metacritical look at theories of African literature.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Psychological Constructs and the Craft of African
Fiction of Yesteryears Linus Tongwo Asong, 2012 The novel remains the most popular genre in the
African literary landscape. In the very large body of criticism that has been devoted to the craft of
African fiction, this very stimulating study of six African novels will hold its own distinctive place for
a long while. It brings to African critical thought not only an exceptional acumen of interpretation
and analysis, but something much more important to most of the previous serious literary study than
mere technical dissection - a keen sense of the experience and imaginative truth that make Asong's
selected African texts living books as well as authentic record of human and moral values. Many of
Asong's perceptions are not only critically shrewd but humanly searching, alert to aesthetic quality
and invention. No one interested in creative criticism of African fiction will read this book without
finding its approach a challenge to his or her own reading of African fiction, and a stimulus to
understanding the growth and enduring richness of the best of the African novel. The book balances
nicely in its choice of three texts in English and three in French, the two dominant colonial
languages in Africa South of the Sahara. Even more interesting is the fact that although all the
French texts have been translated into English, Asong opts to treat the three in the original
language in which they were conceived and executed, a decision which keeps the reader as close as
possible to the original idiom.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: An Essay on African Philosophical Thought Kwame Gyekye,



1995 In this sustained and nuanced attempt to define a genuinely African philosophy, Kwame
Gyekye rejects the idea that an African philosophy consists simply of the work of Africans writing on
philosophy. It must, Gyekye argues, arise from African thought itself, relate to the culture out of
which it grows, and provide the possibility of a continuation of a philosophy linked to culture.
Offering a philosophical clarification and theology, and ethics of the Akan of Ghana, Gyekye argues
that critical analyses of specific traditional African modes of thought are necessary to develop a
distinctively African philosophy as well as cultural values in the modern world. --

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Reading The Legal Case Marco Wan, 2012-08-06 This
volume examines the nature, function, development and epistemological assumptions of the legal
case in an interdisciplinary context. Using the question of ‘reading’ as a guiding principle, it opens
up new ways of understanding case law and the doctrine of precedent by bringing the law into
dialogue with the humanities. What happens when a legal case is read not only by lawyers, but by
literary critics, by linguists, by philosophers, or by historians? How do film makers and writers adapt
and transform legal cases in their work? How might one interpret fiction in the context of the
historical development of the common law? The essays in this volume test the boundaries of the
legal case as a genre by inviting perspectives from other disciplines, and in doing so also raise more
fundamental questions of what constitutes law and legal thinking. This book will be of interest to
anyone seeking a better understanding of the common law, the humanities, and the intersection
between them.

chinua achebe no longer at ease: Let's Work with English Hazel Simmons-McDonald, 2000
Appendices to Book 1 provide a useful reminder of grammar terms, literary terms, general language
terms and punctuation.
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