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The Longest War in History: Unraveling Centuries of Conflict

what is the longest war in history is a question that often sparks curiosity and surprise.
When we think about wars, images of intense battles lasting a few years or decades usually
come to mind. However, history holds conflicts that stretched far beyond typical timelines,
sometimes spanning centuries. Understanding these prolonged confrontations not only
sheds light on historical complexities but also reveals how human conflicts can persist
through generations, shaped by politics, culture, and unresolved tensions.

Exploring the Longest War in History

When diving into the topic of the longest war in history, it’s essential to recognize that wars
can be measured in different ways—by active fighting, official declarations, or ongoing
hostility without formal peace treaties. The notion of a war lasting hundreds of years may
seem unbelievable until we look closer at specific examples where hostilities simmered for
centuries before formal resolution.

The Anglo-French Hundred Years’ War

One of the most famously long-lasting conflicts in documented history is the Hundred Years’
War between England and France. Lasting from 1337 to 1453, this war actually spanned
116 years, involving a series of battles, truces, and shifting alliances. It wasn’t a continuous
battle but rather a protracted struggle for territorial control and royal legitimacy.

The Hundred Years’ War hugely influenced medieval Europe’s political landscape, fueling
national identities and shaping the future of both countries. Despite its length, it ultimately
ended with the French reclaiming much of their territory, marking a significant turning point
in European history.

But Is There a War Even Longer?

While the Hundred Years’ War is often cited for its extraordinary duration, historians
sometimes point to other conflicts that officially lasted longer. For example, the so-called
"Three Hundred and Thirty Five Years’ War" between the Netherlands and the Isles of Scilly
is frequently mentioned as the longest war by duration.

The Three Hundred and Thirty Five Years’ War: A



Curious Case

This unusual conflict began in 1651 during the English Civil War and allegedly lasted until
1986—over three centuries without a single shot fired after the initial declaration. The Isles
of Scilly, a small group of islands off the coast of England, were loyal to the monarchy, while
the Netherlands supported the Parliamentarians. Although hostilities ceased quickly, no
formal peace treaty was ever signed.

The war was only officially ended in 1986 when a peace treaty was finally signed as a
symbolic gesture. This “war” is often cited more as a historical oddity than a traditional,
active conflict, but it highlights how the absence of formal resolutions can technically
prolong hostilities indefinitely.

Understanding Prolonged Conflicts: Factors That
Extend Wars

So, what causes wars to drag on for decades or even centuries? Several factors contribute
to the longevity of certain conflicts:

¢ Unresolved political tensions: When underlying issues such as territorial disputes
or sovereignty claims are not adequately addressed, conflicts can linger.

e Intermittent fighting and truces: Wars that pause and resume over time often
extend their overall duration without continuous combat.

e Lack of formal peace treaties: Some conflicts end de facto with ceasefires but
remain technically active due to the absence of official peace agreements.

e Complex alliances and shifting powers: Changing political landscapes can prolong
wars as new actors enter or exit the conflict.

These factors create conditions where hostilities persist in various forms, whether through
sporadic skirmishes or diplomatic deadlock.

Modern Examples of Prolonged Conflicts

While ancient and medieval wars hold the record for length, several modern conflicts have
also lasted many years, changing form but persisting nonetheless. For instance, the Korean
War technically never officially ended with a peace treaty, leaving North and South Korea in
a state of armistice since 1953—over 70 years of unresolved conflict.

Similarly, some border disputes and insurgencies around the world have lasted for decades,
fueled by ethnic divisions, political unrest, and external influences.



Why Learning About the Longest Wars Matters

Understanding the longest wars in history offers valuable lessons about human nature,
diplomacy, and conflict resolution. It reminds us that wars are rarely just about battles; they
involve deep-rooted issues that require comprehensive solutions beyond the battlefield.

Studying these prolonged conflicts helps historians and policymakers recognize warning
sighs and potential pitfalls in peace processes. It also emphasizes the importance of
dialogue, negotiation, and formal agreements in preventing conflicts from dragging on
indefinitely.

Tips for Exploring Historical Wars

If you're interested in delving deeper into historical wars, here are some tips to enrich your
learning experience:

1. Look beyond dates: Understand the causes, key events, and aftermath of conflicts,
not just their timelines.

2. Explore multiple perspectives: Study accounts from all sides involved to gain a
balanced view.

3. Consider the social and cultural impacts: Wars influence societies in profound
ways beyond military outcomes.

4. Use reliable sources: Academic books, documentaries, and primary documents
provide trustworthy information.

5. Connect history to present: Recognize how historical conflicts shape current
international relations.

Reflecting on the Longest War in History

When you ask, “what is the longest war in history,” the answer isn’t straightforward. It
depends on how you define war and what criteria you use. From the Hundred Years’ War's
intermittent battles to the symbolic centuries-long conflict between the Netherlands and
the Isles of Scilly, history offers fascinating examples of extended hostilities.

These wars teach us about the complexities of human conflict and the necessity of
resolving disputes thoroughly. They also highlight how peace is sometimes a process rather
than a moment in time—a reminder that lasting resolution requires effort, understanding,
and commitment.



By exploring these lengthy conflicts, we gain insights not only into the past but also into
how to build a more peaceful future, learning from the mistakes and successes of those
who came before us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the longest war in recorded history?

The Hundred Years' War between England and France, lasting from 1337 to 1453, is often
cited as the longest war in recorded history, spanning 116 years with intermittent periods
of conflict and peace.

Why is the Hundred Years' War called that if it lasted
116 years?

The term 'Hundred Years' War' is a historical convention that roughly approximates the
duration of the conflict between England and France, which lasted 116 years. It
encompasses a series of battles and truces rather than a continuous war.

Are there any other wars that lasted longer than the
Hundred Years' War?

Yes, some conflicts like the Reconquista in Spain lasted several centuries (approximately
781 years), and the Three Hundred and Thirty Five Years' War between the Netherlands
and the Isles of Scilly is also cited as a long war, but these differ in nature from traditional
wars.

What were the main causes of the Hundred Years' War?

The Hundred Years' War was primarily caused by disputes over the rightful succession to
the French throne, territorial conflicts, and economic rivalry between England and France
during the medieval period.

How did the Hundred Years' War impact European
history?

The Hundred Years' War significantly shaped European history by altering the balance of
power between England and France, fostering national identities, advancing military
technology, and influencing political and social structures in both countries.

Additional Resources

**Unraveling the Longest War in History: A Deep Dive into the Prolonged Conflicts**

what is the longest war in history is a question that has intrigued historians, scholars,



and enthusiasts alike. Wars, by nature, are periods of intense conflict, often marked by
significant loss and geopolitical shifts. However, not all wars are brief or confined to a few
years or decades; some have persisted for centuries, embroiling nations, cultures, and
leaders in prolonged hostilities. Identifying the longest war in history requires an analytical
look beyond conventional battles and treaties, exploring conflicts that spanned generations
or evolved through intermittent skirmishes, truces, and political maneuvering.

This article examines the nature of the world’s longest wars, the criteria used to define their
duration, and the historical context that shaped these extended periods of conflict. By
investigating notable examples, we gain insight into how prolonged warfare has influenced
the course of history and why some disputes remain unresolved for centuries.

Defining the Longest War in History

Before pinpointing the longest war, it is essential to clarify the parameters used to define
“war.” Typically, wars are characterized by organized armed conflict between states or
groups with sustained military operations. However, some conflicts blur the lines of war and
peace with long-lasting ceasefires, intermittent battles, or unresolved political tensions.

The duration can be measured by continuous fighting or by sporadic engagements within a
broader conflict framework. With this complexity in mind, historians often debate both the
start and end dates of wars, especially when hostilities wax and wane over time.

The Hundred Years’ War: A Milestone in Prolonged
Conflict

Frequently cited as one of the longest wars in recorded history, the Hundred Years’ War
between England and France lasted from 1337 to 1453—a period of 116 years. This
protracted conflict was not a continuous battle but rather a series of intermittent
campaigns, sieges, and truces centered on territorial claims and dynastic disputes.

Key features of the Hundred Years’ War include:
e Multiple phases: The war consisted of several distinct phases such as the Edwardian
War, Caroline War, and Lancastrian War.

e Changing alliances: Both England and France saw shifting loyalties among nobility
and external powers influencing the conflict.

e Impact on warfare: Innovations such as the longbow and early use of gunpowder
emerged during this period.

While significant in length and impact, the Hundred Years’ War is often eclipsed when
considering conflicts that spanned even longer durations.



The Anglo-Spanish War (1585-1604): A War of Influence

Another extended conflict is the Anglo-Spanish War, lasting approximately 19 years with
intermittent naval battles, privateering, and colonial skirmishes. Though much shorter than
the Hundred Years’ War, this war reflects how protracted conflicts can take various forms,
including proxy wars and maritime confrontations.

The True Longest War: The Reconquista and the
335-Year Dutch-Portuguese War

When investigating what is the longest war in history, two other contenders emerge, each
notable for their extraordinary length.

The Reconquista (711-1492)

This nearly 781-year conflict between Christian kingdoms and Muslim Moors in the Iberian
Peninsula is often regarded as one of the longest continuous territorial wars. It began with
the Umayyad conquest of Hispania and ended with the fall of Granada in 1492.

Characteristics of the Reconquista include:
e Intermittent warfare: The conflict involved waves of military campaigns
interspersed with periods of peace and coexistence.

e Cultural and religious dimensions: The war was driven by religious motivations as
well as political and territorial ambitions.

e Long-term consequences: It shaped modern Spain and Portugal’s borders and
influenced European colonial expansion.

While the Reconquista represents a broad and complex war, its intermittent nature
sometimes leads historians to debate whether it qualifies as a single continuous war.

The Dutch-Portuguese War (1602-1663)

Less well-known but significant in its duration, the Dutch-Portuguese War spanned roughly
61 years, primarily fought over control of colonies and trade routes in Asia, Africa, and
South America. This conflict was marked by naval battles, sieges, and shifting alliances
between European powers vying for global dominance.



The Anglo-French War: A Conflict Spanning
Centuries

A unique case in examining what is the longest war in history is the Anglo-French War,
which some historians refer to as lasting from 1337 (start of the Hundred Years’ War) to
1815 (end of the Napoleonic Wars), nearly 478 years. Although this period includes several
distinct wars rather than a single continuous conflict, the rivalry between England (later
Great Britain) and France is characterized by repeated hostilities that shaped European
history.

This perspective emphasizes the ongoing nature of national rivalries and how successive
wars can be viewed as chapters in an extended historical conflict.

Features of Extended Conflicts

Extended wars, especially those stretching over centuries, exhibit common features:

Intermittency: Periods of active combat alternate with truces, peace treaties, and
political negotiations.

Evolution of warfare: Changes in military technology and tactics over time affect
how conflicts are fought and resolved.

Impact on societies: Long wars influence economic structures, social dynamics, and
cultural identities.

Complex causes: Such wars often stem from layered causes including religion,
territory, dynastic claims, and economic interests.

Implications of the Longest Wars in History

Understanding the longest wars in history offers valuable lessons about the persistence of

human conflict and the challenges of achieving lasting peace. Wars like the Hundred Years’
War or the Reconquista reveal how deeply rooted disputes can endure across generations,

with intermittent violence punctuating long periods of uneasy peace.

Moreover, the study of these prolonged conflicts highlights the role of diplomacy, shifting
alliances, and external influences in shaping war trajectories. It also underscores how wars
impact not only immediate combatants but entire regions and future global developments.



Modern Reflections on Prolonged Conflicts

In contemporary geopolitics, some conflicts mirror the complexity of historical long wars,
featuring decades of tension and sporadic violence without definitive resolution.
Understanding the historical context of long-lasting wars enhances our grasp of current
conflicts and the difficulties in conflict resolution.

For instance, protracted disputes in various regions today show that wars need not be
defined by constant fighting but by an enduring state of hostility or rivalry that affects
generations.

Exploring what is the longest war in history reveals a tapestry of human conflict that
transcends simple timelines. Whether through centuries-long religious campaigns like the
Reconquista or persistent rivalries such as the Anglo-French wars, these extended conflicts
have shaped civilizations and continue to inform our understanding of war and peace. The
examination of these protracted struggles is crucial for historians and policymakers alike as
they navigate the complexities of both past and present global conflicts.
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what is the longest war in history: History's Greatest Wars Joseph Cummins, 2011-05-01 A
centuries-spanning study of twenty-five pivotal wars that shaped world history, from the
Greco-Persian War to the Soviet-Afghan War. Driving and dispersing peoples across the globe,
giving birth to and destroying great empires, transforming cultures, and determining systems of
government, warfare, as much as anything else, has fashioned our world. History’s Greatest Wars:
The Epic Conflicts that Shaped Our Modern World highlights pivotal victories that changed nations,
even entire continents, forever, and charts the astonishingly rapid evolution of warfare. It delineates
defining moments in the development of political philosophies, as well as the scientific innovations
that yielded the machine gun, the tank, and the atom bomb. From the Greco-Persian Wars that
began in 500 BCE, to the Vietnam War and beyond, it vividly renders the key victories that turned
the tide of war, and recounts the heroism of armies and individuals. Yet it does not shy away from
showing the acts of savagery that characterize much warfare: the slaughters and massacres.
History’s Greatest Wars covers twenty-five of the most important and “thunderous” wars, wars that
shook the world and took part in forming the nations that, today, we call home. The best and worst
of humanity is on display here, in a collection that will act as a perfect primer for novices while
offering seasoned history readers new perspectives on many famous and some not-so-well-known
conflicts. Sweeping in its scope, yet intimate in its insights into the motivations of politicians,
strategists, commanders, and soldiers, this is a collection that will enhance your understanding of
the modern world and your own place in it.
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2025-02-01 Most Dangerous Wars in World History explores the deadliest and most consequential
wars that have shaped human civilization. Covering conflicts from ancient battles to modern wars, it
examines military strategies, technological advancements, and their political, social, and economic
repercussions. Without glorifying war, the book provides an objective analysis of warfare’s impact on
history, emphasizing the importance of learning from the past to strive for a more peaceful future.

what is the longest war in history: Wars That Changed History Spencer C. Tucker,
2015-09-22 A thorough study of significant wars throughout history and their influence on world
affairs-from the Egyptian Pharaoh Thutmore III's Campaigns during 479-459 BCE through the Iraq
War of 2003-2011. For hundreds of years, wars have played a determining role in history and have
decided the rise and fall of civilizations. Many believe that understanding the causes and
consequences of warfare may move humankind towards world peace. This selection of the 50 most
consequential wars, compiled by award-winning military historian Spencer C. Tucker, presents each
conflict in chronological order and discusses its causes, its course, and its significance in world
history. Through thoughtful essays and supporting visual evidence, this reference work examines the
types of weapons systems employed and their effects in the field; the roles played by individual
leaders such as Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Abraham Lincoln, and Adolf Hitler; and the
impact of geography and economics on the battlefield. The work includes fascinating information
about warfare, addressing subjects such as how transportation and logistics changed the face of war
over time, what invention marked the ascendancy of infantry over cavalry, why World War I remains
the most important war in the 20th century, and which war killed nearly half of the population of
Germany. Each essay includes the latest interpretations of strategy, agendas, and consequences of
the featured event.

what is the longest war in history: Stories of the Most Dangerous Wars in Human
History Hseham Amrahs, 2024-01-07 One of the key themes of this book is the evolution of warfare.
As technology advanced, so did the nature of warfare. From swords and shields to tanks and fighter
jets, each era has seen significant advancements in weapons and military technology. The book
explores how these advancements changed the way wars were fought and how they impacted the
outcome of battles. Another important theme is the political and social ramifications of war. Many
wars have had far-reaching consequences that have affected the course of history long after the
battles were fought. The book examines how wars have shaped societies and economies, and how
they have influenced international relations and diplomacy. It is worth noting that the book does not
glorify war, nor does it seek to justify or excuse acts of violence. Instead, it aims to provide an
objective and informative account of the most dangerous wars in history. By examining the causes
and consequences of these conflicts, we can gain a better understanding of the human condition and
how we interact with one another.

what is the longest war in history: A History of the Laws of War: Volume 2 Alexander
Gillespie, 2011-10-07 This unique new work of reference traces the origins of the modern laws of
warfare from the earliest times to the present day. Relying on written records from as far back as
2400 BCE, and using sources ranging from the Bible to Security Council Resolutions, the author
pieces together the history of a subject which is almost as old as civilisation itself. The author shows
that as long as humanity has been waging wars it has also been trying to find ways of legitimising
different forms of combatants and ascribing rules to them, protecting civilians who are either
inadvertently or intentionally caught up between them, and controlling the use of particular classes
of weapons that may be used in times of conflict. Thus it is that this work is divided into three
substantial parts: Volume 1 on the laws affecting combatants and captives; Volume 2 on civilians;
and Volume 3 on the law of arms control. This second book on civilians examines four different
topics. The first topic deals with the targetting of civilians in times of war. This discussion is one
which has been largely governed by the developments of technologies which have allowed
projectiles to be discharged over ever greater areas, and attempts to prevent their indiscriminate
utilisation have struggled to keep pace. The second topic concerns the destruction of the natural
environment, with particular regard to the utilisation of starvation as a method of warfare, and



unlike the first topic, this one has rarely changed over thousands of years, although contemporary
practices are beginning to represent a clear break from tradition. The third topic is concerned with
the long-standing problems of civilians under the occupation of opposing military forces, where the
practices of genocide, collective punishments and/or reprisals, and rape have occurred. The final
topic in this volume is about the theft or destruction of the property of the enemy, in terms of either
pillage or the intentional devastation of the cultural property of the opposition. As a work of
reference this set of three books is unrivalled, and will be of immense benefit to scholars and
practitioners researching and advising on the laws of warfare. It also tells a story which throws
fascinating new light on the history of international law and on the history of warfare itself.

what is the longest war in history: A History of the Laws of War: Volume 3 Alexander
Gillespie, 2011-10-07 This unique work of reference traces the origins of the modern laws of warfare
from the earliest times to the present day. Relying on written records from as far back as 2400 BCE,
and using sources ranging from the Bible to Security Council Resolutions, the author pieces together
the history of a subject which is almost as old as civilisation itself. The author shows that as long as
humanity has been waging wars it has also been trying to find ways of legitimising different forms of
combatants and ascribing rules to them, protecting civilians who are either inadvertently or
intentionally caught up between them, and controlling the use of particular classes of weapons that
may be used in times of conflict. Thus it is that this work is divided into three substantial parts:
Volume 1 on the laws affecting combatants and captives; Volume 2 on civilians; and Volume 3 on the
law of arms control. This third volume deals with the question of the control of weaponry, from the
Bronze Age to the Nuclear Age. In doing so, it divides into two parts: namely, conventional weapons
and Weapons of Mass Destruction. The examination of the history of arms control of conventional
weapons begins with the control of weaponry so that one side could achieve a military advantage
over another. This pattern, which only began to change centuries after the advent of gunpowder,
was later supplemented by ideals to control types of conventional weapons because their impacts
upon opposing combatants were inhumane. By the late twentieth century, the concerns over
inhumane conventional weapons were being supplemented by concerns over indiscriminate
conventional weapons. The focus on indiscriminate weapons, when applied on a mass scale, is the
core of the second part of the volume. Weapons of Mass Destruction are primarily weapons of the
latter half of the twentieth century. Although both chemical and biological warfare have long
historical lineages, it was only after the Second World War that technological developments meant
that these weapons could be applied to cause large-scale damage to non-combatants. thi is unlike
uclear weapons, which are a truly modern invention. Despite being the newest Weapon of Mass
Destruction, they are also the weapon of which most international attention has been applied,
although the frameworks by which they were contained in the last century, appear inadequate to
address the needs of current times. As a work of reference this set of three books is unrivalled, and
will be of immense benefit to scholars and practitioners researching and advising on the laws of
warfare. It also tells a story which throws fascinating new light on the history of international law
and on the history of warfare itself.

what is the longest war in history: The Struggle for Sea Power: A Naval History of the
American Revolution Sam Willis, 2016-02-15 A fascinating naval perspective on one of the
greatest of all historical conundrums: How did thirteen isolated colonies, which in 1775 began a war
with Britain without a navy or an army, win their independence from the greatest naval and military
power on earth? The American Revolution involved a naval war of immense scope and variety,
including no fewer than twenty-two navies fighting on five oceans—to say nothing of rivers and
lakes. In no other war were so many large-scale fleet battles fought, one of which was the most
strategically significant naval battle in all of British, French, and American history. Simultaneous
naval campaigns were fought in the English Channel, the North and Mid-Atlantic, the
Mediterranean, off South Africa, in the Indian Ocean, the Caribbean, the Pacific, the North Sea and,
of course, off the eastern seaboard of America. Not until the Second World War would any nation
actively fight in so many different theaters. In The Struggle for Sea Power, Sam Willis traces every




key military event in the path to American independence from a naval perspective, and he also
brings this important viewpoint to bear on economic, political, and social developments that were
fundamental to the success of the Revolution. In doing so Willis offers valuable new insights into
American, British, French, Spanish, Dutch, and Russian history. This unique account of the American
Revolution gives us a new understanding of the influence of sea power upon history, of the American
path to independence, and of the rise and fall of the British Empire.

what is the longest war in history: Selections Illustrating Economic History Since the
Seven Years' War Benjamin Rand, 1889

what is the longest war in history: The Routledge History of U.S. Foreign Relations Tyson
Reeder, 2021-12-29 The Routledge History of U.S. Foreign Relations provides a comprehensive view
of U.S. diplomacy and foreign affairs from the founding to the present. With contributions from
recognized experts from around the world, this volume unveils America’s long and complicated
history on the world stage. It presents the United States’ evolution from a weak player, even a
European pawn, to a global hegemonic leader over the course of two and a half centuries. The
contributors offer an expansive vision of U.S. foreign relations—from U.S.-Native American
diplomacy in eighteenth and nineteenth centuries to the post-9/11 war on terror. They shed new
light on well-known events and suggest future paths of research, and they capture lesser-known
episodes that invite reconsideration of common assumptions about America’s place in the world.
Bringing these discussions to a single forum, the book provides a strong reference source for
scholars and students who seek to understand the broad themes and changing approaches to the
field. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of U.S. history, political science,
international relations, conflict resolution, and public policy, amongst other areas.

what is the longest war in history: A Cultural History of Race in the Modern and Genomic
Age Tanya Maria Golash-Boza, 2023-06-01 The period from the 1920s to the present is marked by
the rise of eugenics, the expansion and hardened enforcement of immigration laws, legal apartheid,
the continuance of race pseudoscience, and the rise of human and civil rights discourse in response.
Eugenics programmes in the early 20th century focused on sterilization and evolved into
unimaginable horrors with the Nazi regime in Germany. Countries in Europe and across the
Americas have used immigration policies to shape the racial composition of their territories. Legal
apartheid has been slowly dismantled in the United States and South Africa yet continues to have
enduring consequences. Eugenics today persists in various permutations of race science. Leaders
and activists have drawn from civil and human rights discourses to fight back against the
persistence of racial inequalities and racialized discourses in the 21st century. We can look back on
history and see that the Holocaust was a tragedy of historic proportions, yet the tradition of
scientific racism that led to the Holocaust continues. We can look back and see that the internment
of the Japanese during the Second World War was a horrific injustice, yet detention camps filled
with Central Americans continue to proliferate in the United States and refugee camps around the
world are overflowing. As this volume makes clear, racism is an ideology that is adept at changing
with the times, yet never dissipates

what is the longest war in history: Anti-Leftist Politics in Modern World History Philip B.
Minehan, 2021-11-04 Systemic and political hostility against the 'left', real and contrived, has been a
key, yet under-recognized aspect of the history of the modern world for the past two hundred years.
By the 1820s, the new, exploitative and destabilizing character of capitalist industrial production
and its accompanying market liberalizations began creating necessities among the working classes
and their allies for the new, self-protective politics of 'socialism'. But it is evident that, for the new
economic system to sustain itself, such oppositional politics that it necessitated had to be
undermined, if not destroyed, by whatever means necessary. Through the imperialism of the later
19th century, and with significant variations, this complex and often highly destructive dialectical
syndrome expanded worldwide. Liberals, conservatives, extreme nationalists, fascists, racists, and
others have all repeatedly come aggressively and violently into play against 'socialist' oppositions. In
this book, Philip Minehan traces the patterns of such hostility and presents numerous crucial



examples of it: from Britain, France, Germany and the United States; the British in India; European
fascism, the United States and Britain as they operated in China and Indochina; from Kenya, Algeria
and Iran; and from Central and South America during the Cold War. In the final chapters, Minehan
addresses the post-Cold War, US-led triumphalist wars in the Middle East, the ensuing refugee
crises, neo-fascism, and anti-environmentalist politics, to show the ways that the syndrome within
which anti-leftist antagonism emerges, in its neoliberal phase since the 1970s, remains as
self-destructive and dangerous as ever

what is the longest war in history: A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy Joyce P. Kaufman,
2010-01-16 A third edition of this book is now available. Now in a fully updated edition, this
knowledgeable and reader-friendly text gives a conceptual and historical overview of American
foreign relations from the founding to the present. Providing students with a solid and readily
understandable framework for evaluating American foreign policy decisions, Joyce P. Kaufman
clearly explains key decisions and why they were made. Compact yet thorough, the book offers
instructors a concise introduction that can be easily supplemented with other sources.

what is the longest war in history: The Massacre in History Mark Levene, Penny Roberts,
1999 The role of massacre in history has been given little focused attention either by historians or
academics in related fields. This is surprising as its prevalence and persistence surely demands that
it should be a subject of serious and systematic exploration. What exactly is a massacre? When - and
why - does it happen? Is there a cultural, as well as political framework within which it occurs? How
do human societies respond to it? What are its social and economic repercussions? Are massacres
catalysts for change or are they part of the continuity of the human saga? These are just some of the
questions the authors address in this important volume. Chronologically and geographically broad in
scope, The Massacre in History provides in-depth analysis of particular massacres and themes
associated with them from the 11th century to the present. Specific attention is paid to 15th century
Christian-Jewish relations in Spain, the St. Batholemew's Day massacre, England and Ireland in the
civil war era, the 19th century Caucasus, the rape of Nanking in 1937 and the Second World War
origins of the Serb-Croat conflict. The book explores the subject of massacre from a variety of
perspectives - its relationship to politics, culture, religion and society, its connection to ethnic
cleansing and genocide, and its role in gender terms and in relation to the extermination of animals.
The historians provide evidence to suggest that the massacre is often central to the course of human
development and societal change.

what is the longest war in history: A History of England from the Conclusion of the
Great War in 1815 Sir Spencer Walpole, 1890

what is the longest war in history: The History of Mexico and Its Wars John Frost, 1882
History of the Republic of Mexico from before the Conquistadors to 1882. Focus of the book is
concentrated on the 19th century detailing the wars of Mexico, including their war for
Independence, and the wars with Texas and the United States. Attention is also given to social and
economic aspects of the country again focusing on late 19th century statistics.

what is the longest war in history: The Modern History of Iraq Phebe Marr, 2012 Phebe
Marr's best-selling history of modern Iraq, updated with incisive analysis of events since 2003

what is the longest war in history: The Routledge History of Terrorism Randall D. Law,
2015-03-27 Though the history of terrorism stretches back to the ancient world, today it is often
understood as a recent development. Comprehensive enough to serve as a survey for students or
newcomers to the field, yet with enough depth to engage the specialist, The Routledge History of
Terrorism is the first single-volume authoritative reference text to place terrorism firmly into its
historical context. Terrorism is a transnational phenomenon with a convoluted history that defies
easy periodization and narrative treatment. Over the course of 32 chapters, experts in the field
analyze its historical significance and explore how and why terrorism emerged as a set of distinct
strategies, tactics, and mindsets across time and space. Chapters address not only familiar topics
such as the Northern Irish Troubles, the Palestine Liberation Organization, international terrorism,
and the rise of al-Qaeda, but also lesser-explored issues such as: American racial terrorism state



terror and terrorism in the Middle Ages tyrannicide from Ancient Greece and Rome to the
seventeenth century the roots of Islamist violence the urban guerrilla, terrorism, and state terror in
Latin America literary treatments of terrorism. With an introduction by the editor explaining the
book’s rationale and organization, as well as a guide to the definition of terrorism, an
historiographical chapter analysing the historical approach to terrorism studies, and an
eight-chapter section that explores critical themes in the history of terrorism, this book is essential
reading for all those interested in the past, present, and future of terrorism.

what is the longest war in history: Teaching U.S. History Through Children's Literature
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