
brexit and british politics

Brexit and British Politics: Navigating a New Era

brexit and british politics have become almost inseparable topics in the last decade, shaping the

United Kingdom’s political landscape in profound and often unpredictable ways. From the initial

referendum in 2016 to the ongoing debates about trade, sovereignty, and national identity, the

interplay between Brexit and the UK's internal political dynamics continues to influence everything from

party alignments to foreign policy decisions.

The Origins of Brexit and Its Political Ripple Effects

The story of Brexit began long before the 2016 referendum, rooted in decades of Euroscepticism

within certain factions of British politics. Many conservative politicians and right-wing groups viewed the

European Union as an institution that undermined British sovereignty and imposed unwanted

regulations. However, the decision to hold a referendum was itself a political gamble, intended by then-

Prime Minister David Cameron to settle internal party disputes and silence growing calls for EU

withdrawal.

The 2016 Referendum: A Political Earthquake

When the leave campaign narrowly won, it sent shockwaves through British political circles. The

referendum result was not just a policy decision; it symbolized deep divisions within the UK, cutting

across traditional party lines and social demographics. The political establishment was forced to

confront a new reality: the electorate was demanding a fundamental redefinition of the UK's

relationship with Europe.



This moment exposed fractures within the Conservative Party, with some members advocating for a

clean break from the EU, while others preferred a softer approach. Labour, the main opposition,

struggled to articulate a clear position, which later influenced their electoral fortunes.

Brexit and the Transformation of British Political Parties

The impact of Brexit on British political parties has been dramatic, reshaping their platforms,

leadership, and voter bases.

The Conservative Party: From Division to Dominance

The Conservative Party’s journey through Brexit has been tumultuous. Initially divided between

Remainers and Leavers, the party ultimately rallied around a more hardline Brexit stance under Boris

Johnson's leadership. Johnson’s promise to “get Brexit done” became a powerful slogan that helped

the Conservatives win a decisive majority in the 2019 general election.

This shift also marked a realignment of traditional voting patterns, with many working-class

constituencies in the north of England and the Midlands—historically Labour strongholds—voting

Conservative due to Brexit-related concerns. The party’s focus moved toward sovereignty, immigration

control, and trade independence.

Labour’s Brexit Dilemma

Labour’s position on Brexit was more ambiguous, reflecting the divided opinions among its supporters.

The party’s leadership under Jeremy Corbyn faced criticism for failing to adopt a clear stance, which

some analysts argue cost them support in key constituencies. Labour’s struggle to balance the

Remain-leaning urban vote with Leave-supporting working-class areas underscored the challenge



Brexit posed to traditional party loyalties.

Since then, Labour has sought to redefine its approach by emphasizing social justice and economic

inequality while navigating the complexities of post-Brexit Britain.

The Role of Smaller Parties and Regional Politics

Brexit also breathed new life into regional and smaller parties, which have played critical roles in

shaping British politics post-referendum.

The Scottish National Party and Calls for Independence

In Scotland, where a majority voted to remain in the EU, Brexit reignited calls for independence. The

Scottish National Party (SNP) capitalized on the divergence between Scotland’s pro-EU stance and

the UK-wide Brexit decision to push for another independence referendum. Brexit thus intensified

debates about the future of the union and the possibility of Scotland rejoining the EU as an

independent nation.

The Rise of the Liberal Democrats and the Brexit Party

The Liberal Democrats, a staunchly pro-Remain party, sought to position themselves as the voice of

the Remain electorate. Although they struggled to make substantial electoral gains in Westminster,

their influence remained notable in local elections and the push for a second referendum.

On the other hand, the Brexit Party, led by Nigel Farage, emerged as a powerful force advocating for a

decisive and swift exit from the EU. While they did not win seats in the general election, their pressure

influenced Conservative Party policies and the overall Brexit timeline.



Brexit’s Continuing Influence on British Policy and Society

Brexit’s impact extends beyond party politics, affecting Britain’s economic policies, international

relations, and social fabric.

Trade, Economy, and Regulatory Changes

One of the most immediate political challenges post-Brexit has been negotiating new trade agreements

and redefining regulatory standards. The UK’s departure from the EU customs union and single market

required new customs protocols, impacting businesses, especially those reliant on cross-border trade.

Politicians have had to balance the desire for sovereignty with the practical realities of economic

interdependence. Debates continue around issues such as Northern Ireland’s status, tariffs, and

access to European markets.

Immigration and National Identity Debates

Brexit also intensified discussions about immigration policy and British identity. The end of free

movement from EU countries allowed the government to introduce a points-based immigration system,

reshaping labor markets and public opinion.

These changes have sparked complex debates within British politics about multiculturalism, integration,

and the future demographic makeup of the country.

Looking Ahead: Brexit’s Enduring Legacy on British Politics



Brexit is far from a concluded chapter in British politics. It remains a dynamic force influencing

elections, policy decisions, and the UK’s international posture. As Britain negotiates its new role on the

world stage, questions about the union’s stability, economic resilience, and political cohesion persist.

Political leaders continue to grapple with the tensions Brexit exposed—between globalization and

nationalism, regionalism and unity, openness and control. Understanding how Brexit and British politics

intertwine offers crucial insights into the future trajectory of the United Kingdom.

Whether through continued debates over trade, the possibility of Scottish independence, or shifting

party allegiances, Brexit’s imprint on British politics is undeniable and will likely shape the country for

generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What impact has Brexit had on the UK's relationship with the

European Union?

Brexit has significantly altered the UK's relationship with the European Union, ending its membership

and leading to new trade agreements and regulatory changes. The UK now operates outside the EU's

single market and customs union, affecting trade, travel, and legal cooperation.

How has Brexit influenced British domestic politics?

Brexit has deeply influenced British domestic politics by reshaping party alignments, intensifying

debates over national identity, and influencing election outcomes. It has also heightened discussions

about Scottish independence and Northern Ireland's status within the UK.

What are the main challenges the UK faces post-Brexit?

Post-Brexit, the UK faces challenges such as negotiating new trade deals, managing border issues

especially in Northern Ireland, addressing labor shortages, and adapting regulatory frameworks



separate from the EU.

How has Brexit affected the Conservative and Labour parties?

Brexit has caused divisions within both the Conservative and Labour parties, affecting leadership and

policy directions. The Conservative Party largely united around completing Brexit, while Labour has

faced internal disagreements over its Brexit stance, impacting voter support.

What future political developments are expected in the UK due to

Brexit?

Future political developments may include further debates on Scottish independence, potential

changes in Northern Ireland's governance, ongoing trade negotiations, and shifts in party policies as

the UK adjusts to its post-Brexit reality.

Additional Resources

Brexit and British Politics: An Evolving Landscape

brexit and british politics have become inextricably linked terms that define the United Kingdom's

recent political trajectory. Since the 2016 referendum, which resulted in a narrow vote to leave the

European Union, the political fabric of Britain has undergone profound transformations. These shifts

have influenced party dynamics, governance approaches, public policy, and the UK's position on the

global stage. Understanding the multi-faceted relationship between Brexit and British politics requires

an exploration of the historical context, the immediate and long-term effects on domestic political

institutions, and the evolving public sentiment that continues to shape political discourse.

The Intersection of Brexit and British Political Realignment



Brexit was not merely a decision on EU membership but a catalyst that triggered a widespread

realignment within British politics. The referendum exposed deep divisions within the major political

parties, particularly the Conservative and Labour parties, around issues of sovereignty, immigration,

economic policy, and national identity. The Conservative Party, under then-Prime Minister David

Cameron, initially promised the referendum to appease Eurosceptic factions within the party and the

wider electorate. However, the unexpected vote to leave the EU plunged the party into internal conflict

and leadership upheaval.

Meanwhile, the Labour Party struggled to reconcile its broad coalition of voters, with some

constituencies strongly pro-Remain and others favoring Brexit. This internal tension contributed to

electoral challenges and questions about Labour’s position on the UK’s future relationship with Europe.

Smaller parties, such as the Liberal Democrats and the Scottish National Party (SNP), also adjusted

their platforms, often positioning themselves as staunchly pro-Remain or advocating for independence

referenda in Scotland.

Shifts in Party Leadership and Policy Direction

The aftermath of the referendum saw a rapid succession of leadership changes. Theresa May

succeeded David Cameron, inheriting the complex task of negotiating the UK’s exit terms with the EU.

May’s tenure was marked by repeated parliamentary defeats and challenges in securing consensus

within her party and across the House of Commons. Her eventual resignation paved the way for Boris

Johnson, whose more hardline approach on Brexit promised to deliver on the referendum’s mandate

decisively.

Under Johnson’s leadership, the Conservative Party adopted a more populist and nationalist rhetoric,

emphasizing “taking back control” over laws, borders, and trade. This shift helped consolidate support

among Brexit voters but also intensified divisions with pro-Remain constituencies. The general election

of December 2019 resulted in a significant Conservative majority, attributed largely to the party’s clear

Brexit stance, which contrasted with Labour’s ambiguous messaging.



Impact on Governance and Parliamentary Dynamics

Brexit has profoundly affected the functioning of the UK’s parliamentary system. The negotiation

processes and subsequent legislative battles over withdrawal agreements exposed vulnerabilities in

traditional party discipline and parliamentary procedures. The government’s repeated losses on key

votes under Theresa May highlighted the challenges of governing without a clear majority or unified

party support.

Furthermore, Brexit intensified debates over the balance of power between the UK Parliament and the

executive branch. The use of emergency powers, prorogation controversies, and judicial interventions

underscored tensions within the constitutional framework. The Supreme Court’s ruling on the unlawful

prorogation of Parliament in 2019 was a landmark moment, illustrating the judiciary’s role in

maintaining democratic checks and balances during a period of political uncertainty.

Regional Politics and the Question of Unity

Brexit also brought regional political identities and tensions to the fore. Scotland and Northern Ireland,

which both voted predominantly to remain in the EU, have experienced renewed calls for political

autonomy and independence. The SNP has leveraged Brexit to strengthen its case for a second

Scottish independence referendum, arguing that the UK’s departure from the EU no longer reflects the

will of the Scottish people.

In Northern Ireland, Brexit complicated the delicate balance established by the Good Friday

Agreement. The introduction of the Northern Ireland Protocol aimed to prevent a hard border on the

island of Ireland but created new regulatory and trade barriers between Northern Ireland and the rest

of the UK. This arrangement has fueled political unrest and raised questions about the long-term

constitutional status of Northern Ireland.



Economic and Social Dimensions in Political Discourse

The economic implications of Brexit have been central to political debates and public perceptions.

Discussions around trade agreements, tariffs, and regulatory divergence have shaped policy priorities

and electoral strategies. The government’s emphasis on “Global Britain” envisions new trade

partnerships and economic models beyond the EU framework, yet critics highlight uncertainties and

transitional challenges.

Social issues such as immigration policy also play a significant role in the Brexit-politics nexus. The

referendum campaign’s focus on immigration control resonated with segments of the electorate

concerned about cultural identity and economic opportunities. Post-Brexit immigration reforms have

sought to recalibrate the UK’s approach, balancing labor market needs with political commitments to

sovereignty and border control.

Media and Public Opinion in Shaping the Brexit Narrative

Media coverage and public discourse have been pivotal in framing the political narrative around Brexit.

The referendum highlighted the power of social media, misinformation, and partisan reporting, which

influenced voter perceptions and campaign strategies. Since then, media outlets have continued to

scrutinize government actions, opposition responses, and the broader implications of Brexit for British

society.

Public opinion remains deeply divided, with surveys indicating fluctuating support for Brexit-related

policies and ongoing debates about the UK’s relationship with Europe. These divisions influence

political party strategies, electoral outcomes, and the broader democratic process.



Brexit and the Future Trajectory of British Politics

As the UK navigates the post-Brexit era, the interplay between Brexit and British politics remains

dynamic. Political parties continue to redefine their platforms in response to changing public priorities,

economic realities, and geopolitical considerations. The legacy of Brexit has embedded questions

about national identity, governance, and international cooperation at the heart of political discourse.

Future developments may hinge on the resolution of outstanding issues such as trade arrangements,

the status of Northern Ireland, and regional autonomy movements. Additionally, the impact of Brexit on

Britain’s global influence and domestic policy innovation will continue to shape the political landscape.

Ultimately, the relationship between Brexit and British politics exemplifies the complexities inherent in

major political realignments, where historic decisions reverberate through institutions, society, and

governance for years to come.

Brexit And British Politics
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  brexit and british politics: Brexit and British Politics Geoffrey Evans, Anand Menon,
2017-11-10 Brexit has changed everything - from our government, to our economy and principal
trading relationship, to the organization of our state. This watershed moment, which surprised most
observers and mobilized previously apathetic sections of the electorate, is already transforming
British politics in profound and lasting ways. In this incisive book, leading analysts of UK and EU
politics Geoffrey Evans and Anand Menon step back from the immediacy and hyperbole of the
Referendum to explain what happened on 23 June 2016, and why. Brexit, they argue, was the
product of both long-term dissatisfaction with the EU and a gradual breakdown in the relationship
between parties and voters that spawned detachment, disinterest and disenchantment. Exploring its
subsequent impact on the June 2017 General Election, they reveal the extent to which Brexit has
shattered the contemporary equilibrium of British politics. These reverberations will continue to be
felt for a very long time and could pose a real danger to the health of British democracy if the
government fails to deliver on the promises linked to Brexit.
  brexit and british politics: Radical Politics in Britain R. G. Williams, 2022-07-13 This book
is a study of British politics, from a Socialist and Left-wing perspective. It outlines the causes and
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consequences of the contemporary crisis in British society since 2008, and the impact they may have
on the Left.
  brexit and british politics: British Politics Tony Wright, 2020-06-25 At a time when politics in
Britain is experiencing unprecedented turmoil, this Very Short Introduction examines the past,
present, and possible future of British politics. Tony Wright puts current events into a longer and
larger perspective, ranging from political ideas to political institutions, and offering an overview of
the British political tradition. Throughout, he identifies key characteristics and ideas of British
politics, and investigates what makes it distinctive, while emphasizing how these characteristics are
reflected in the way the political system functions. This new edition includes key material on Brexit,
analysing the divisions revealed by the Brexit vote and the extent to which Britain now has a politics
of identity, and considering whether the referendum itself has fundamentally altered the
constitutional landscape. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
  brexit and british politics: The Brexit Effect Gianfranco Baldini, Edoardo Bressanelli,
Emanuele Massetti, 2022-11-24 This book examines the seismic impact of Brexit on the British
political system, assessing its likely long-term effect in terms of a significantly changed political and
constitutional landscape. Starting with the 2015 general election and covering key developments up
to Brexit Day, it shows how Brexit transformed British politics. The unprecedented turmoil – two
snap elections, three Prime Ministers, the biggest ever defeat for the Government in Parliament, an
impressive number of rebellions and reshuffles in Cabinet and repeated requests for a second
independence referendum in Scotland – as a result of leaving the EU, calls into question what sort of
political system the post-Brexit UK will become. Taking Lijphart’s Westminster model as its
reference, the book assesses the impact of Brexit along three dimensions: elections and parties;
executive–legislative relationships; and the relationship between central and devolved
administrations. Based on a wealth of empirical material, including original interviews with key
policymakers and civil servants, it focuses on the big picture and analytically maps the direction of
travel for the UK political system. This book will be of key interest to scholars and students of Brexit,
British politics, constitutional, political, and contemporary history, elections and political parties,
executive politics, and territorial politics as well as more broadly related practitioners and
journalists. Chapters one and two of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access
PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons [Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND)] 4.0 license. Funded by the University of Trento and the Sant’Anna
School of Advanced Studies.
  brexit and british politics: The Routledge Handbook of British Politics and Society Mark
Garnett, 2020-05-13 The Routledge Handbook of British Politics and Society conducts a rigorous,
innovative and distinctive analysis of the relationship between British politics and society,
emphasizing that the UK is now far from a monolithic, and unshifting, entity. Examining the subject
matter with unrivalled breadth and depth, it highlights and interrogates key contemporary debates
on the future of the UK, the nature of 'Britishness', and the merits of multiculturalism, as well as
contemporary criticisms of traditional institutions and the nature of representative democracy itself.
Including contributions from key authors in their respective fields who bring their authority to bear
on the task of outlining the current state of the art in British Studies, the book provides a fresh
examination of the contrasts and the continuities across the whole field of British Politics and
Society, while setting out agendas for future research. The Routledge Handbook of British Politics
and Society will be essential reading and an authoritative reference for scholars, students,
researchers and practitioners involved in, and actively concerned about, research on British politics,
society and culture.
  brexit and british politics: After Brexit and Other Essays Andrew Gamble, 2021-04-28 ‘Being



more like America again and less like Europe is the heart of the UK model of capitalism ... [but]
there are many respects in which Britain remains unlike America despite its strong appeal to the
British political class ...’ In 'After Brexit' Andrew Gamble sets out the economic models and external
relationships that Britain has pursued since the Second World War and examines the choices it now
faces as it adjusts to life outside of the European Union. This volume brings together this essay with
some of Andrew Gamble’s most important and influential writings on British politics and political
economy from the last forty years. They reflect on many of the issues that animate British politics,
from the relative decline of the economy and the reshaping of the welfare state to the transformation
of the Conservative and Labour parties and the changing constitutional order with the devolution of
power to Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The volume is introduced by the author and
includes his notes on each of the essays as well as an epilogue, which considers their original
context and what has changed since. Taken together, the essays in this volume are testament to the
acuity of one of Britain’s foremost political thinkers and provide rich insight into debates and ideas
that continue to influence British politics and Britain’s place in the world. A companion volume of
Andrew Gamble’s essays, The Western Ideology and Other Essays, focusing on political ideas and
ideologies, is also available from Bristol University Press.
  brexit and british politics: Exploring British Politics Mark Garnett, Peter Dorey, Patrick
Diamond, 2023-08-07 Exploring British Politics is a concise, comprehensive, and accessible guide to
the subject. Fully updated and revised, the new edition covers developments since 2016 in the role
of the executive, parliament, the civil service, political parties, general elections, party ideology, and
membership, as well as examining turmoil and leadership battles within the Labour and
Conservative parties, the politics of growing inequality, public action and reaction, demographic
trends and their political consequences, and the future of the UK itself. Stimulating critical analysis
and lively debate, it provides new perspectives on two key themes – the health of British democracy
and the transition from traditional models of government to more flexible forms of ‘governance’. Key
features include: Comprehensive analysis of the 2019 general election, Brexit developments since
the 2016 Referendum to today’s ongoing impacts, and the shadow cast by the COVID-19 global
pandemic and its implications; Topical coverage of the fall of the Truss leadership, the new Johnson
and Sunak era, the rise and fall of the ‘Change UK’ party, the economic crisis, the role of special
advisers, new social movements such as Extinction Rebellion and Black Lives Matter, and much
more; Extensive guides to further reading at the end of each chapter; Richly illustrated through
examples and data, often visually represented. Whilst the book provides an essential historical
background, contemporary issues are to the fore throughout and readers are encouraged to assess
critically received wisdoms and develop their own thoughts and ideas. Whether studying the subject
for the first time or revisiting it, Exploring British Politics is the ideal undergraduate text.
  brexit and british politics: British Politics Simon Griffiths, Robert Leach, 2018-03-14 Fully
revised and updated third edition of a popular, established textbook, providing a definitive
introduction to Britain's politics, political institutions and processes. Comprehensively re-worked
and re-structured to better align with courses, this new edition places great emphasis on the
changing context of British politics while addressing key themes such as the ongoing importance of
gender and ethnicity to political and social life in Britain. Furthermore, the book's familiar
authoritative style has been retained with a fresh look and revitalized pedagogical features to
provide a complete learning package. The book is designed for courses on or related to British
politics. Its accessible style and context-setting Part 1 will make it ideal for students new to the field
(particularly those who haven't studied the subject at school level or international students), but its
rigour will stimulate and engage more experienced students. New to this Edition: - Fully updated to
cover the 2016 EU Referendum, the 2017 General Election and other key political developments -
'Politics in Action' videos with key academic experts and practitioners offer differing viewpoints on
the political system - Expanded companion website featuring regular updates and additional
pedagogic tools for students and lecturers alike, such as self-test quizzes, flashcards, timelines, a
lecturer testbank and lecture slides - Vibrant and engaging full colour page design to help your



students navigate the book's broad coverage
  brexit and british politics: British Politics Peter John, 2022 An introduction to British politics
with a unique emphasis on political science to analyse the fundamental features of British politics,
and the key changes post-Brexit. What caused the increased turbulence of British politics in recent
years? How do policy blunders occur, and why? How powerful are political parties in British politics?
Why did Brexit happen, and what is the future of the UK-EU relationship? British Politics answers
these fundamental questions, putting political science and public at its core to provide an analytical
approach to British politics. It gives a clear view of the British political system, covering the basic
institutions of government, political behavior and citizenship, policy-making, delegation, and
devolution. Key methods and theories-such as the principal-agent model, rational choice theory, and
Bulpitt's framework of territorial politics-are explore to help you analyse key issues and events, such
as Brexit and the Covid-19 pandemic. Book jacket.
  brexit and british politics: Brexit and Beyond Benjamin Martill, Uta Staiger, 2018-01-29
Brexit will have significant consequences for the country, for Europe, and for global order. And yet
much discussion of Brexit in the UK has focused on the causes of the vote and on its consequences
for the future of British politics. This volume examines the consequences of Brexit for the future of
Europe and the European Union, adopting an explicitly regional and future-oriented perspective
missing from many existing analyses. Drawing on the expertise of 28 leading scholars from a range
of disciplines, Brexit and Beyond offers various different perspectives on the future of Europe,
charting the likely effects of Brexit across a range of areas, including institutional relations, political
economy, law and justice, foreign affairs, democratic governance, and the idea of Europe itself.
Whilst the contributors offer divergent predictions for the future of Europe after Brexit, they share
the same conviction that careful scholarly analysis is in need – now more than ever – if we are to
understand what lies ahead for the EU. Praise for Brexit and Beyond 'a wide-ranging and
thought-provoking tour through the vagaries of British exit, with the question of Europe’s fate never
far from sight...Brexit is a wake-up call for the EU. How it responds is an open question—but
respond it must. To better understand its options going forward you should turn to this book, which
has also been made free online.' Prospect Magazine 'This book explores wonderfully well the
bombshell of Brexit: is it a uniquely British phenomenon or part of a wider, existential crisis for the
EU? As the tensions and complexities of the Brexit negotiations come to the fore, the collection of
essays by leading scholars will prove a very valuable reference for their depth of analysis, their
lucidity, and their outlining of future options.' - Kevin Featherstone, Head of the LSE European
Institute, London School of Economics 'Brexit and Beyond is a must read. It moves the ongoing
debate about what Brexit actually means to a whole new level. While many scholars to date have
examined the reasons for the British decision to leave, the crucial question of what Brexit will mean
for the future of the European project is often overlooked. No longer. Brexit and Beyond bundles the
perspectives of leading scholars of European integration. By doing so, it provides a much needed
scholarly guidepost for our understanding of the significance of Brexit, not only for the United
Kingdom, but also for the future of the European continent.' - Catherine E. De Vries, Professor in the
department of Government, University of Essex and Professor in the department of Political Science
and Public Administration Free University Amsterdam 'Brexit and Beyond provides a fascinating
(and comprehensive) analysis on the how and why the UK has found itself on the path to exiting the
European Union. The talented cast of academic contributors is drawn from a wide variety of
disciplines and areas of expertise and this provides a breadth and depth to the analysis of Brexit that
is unrivalled. The volume also provides large amounts of expert-informed speculation on the future
of both the EU and UK and which is both stimulating and anxiety-inducing.' -Professor Richard
Whitman, Head of School, Professor of Politics and International Relations, Director of the Global
Europe Centre, University of Kent
  brexit and british politics: Religion and Euroscepticism in Brexit Britain Ekaterina
Kolpinskaya, Stuart Fox, 2021-04-11 Religion has a significant effect on how Europeans feel about
the European Union (EU) and has had an important impact on how people voted in the UK’s ‘Brexit



referendum’. This book provides a clear and accessible quantitative study of how religion affects
Euroscepticism and political behaviour. It examines how religion has affected support for EU
membership since the UK joined the European Economic Community, through to the announcement
of the Brexit referendum in 2013, to the referendum itself in 2016. It also explores how religion
continues to affect attitudes towards the EU post-Brexit. The volume provides valuable insights into
why the UK voted to leave the EU. Furthermore, it highlights how religion affects the way that
citizens throughout Europe assess the benefits, costs and values associated with EU membership,
and how this may influence public opinion regarding European integration in the future. This timely
book will be of important interest to academics and students focusing on religion and public
attitudes, contemporary European and British politics as well as think tanks, interest groups and
those with an interest in understanding Brexit.
  brexit and british politics: The UK's Changing Democracy Patrick Dunleavy, Alice Park,
Ros Taylor, 2018-11-01 The UK’s Changing Democracy presents a uniquely democratic perspective
on all aspects of UK politics, at the centre in Westminster and Whitehall, and in all the devolved
nations. The 2016 referendum vote to leave the EU marked a turning point in the UK’s political
system. In the previous two decades, the country had undergone a series of democratic reforms,
during which it seemed to evolve into a more typical European liberal democracy. The establishment
of a Supreme Court, adoption of the Human Rights Act, Scottish, Welsh and Northern Irish
devolution, proportional electoral systems, executive mayors and the growth in multi-party
competition all marked profound changes to the British political tradition. Brexit may now bring
some of these developments to a juddering halt. The UK’s previous ‘exceptionalism’ from European
patterns looks certain to continue indefinitely. ‘Taking back control’ of regulations, trade,
immigration and much more is the biggest change in UK governance for half a century. It has
already produced enduring crises for the party system, Parliament and the core executive, with
uniquely contested governance over critical issues, and a rapidly changing political landscape. Other
recent trends are no less fast-moving, such as the revival of two-party dominance in England, the
re-creation of some mass membership parties and the disruptive challenges of social media. In this
context, an in-depth assessment of the quality of the UK’s democracy is essential. Each of the 2018
Democratic Audit’s 37 short chapters starts with clear criteria for what democracy requires in that
part of the nation’s political life and outlines key recent developments before a SWOT analysis (of
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats) crystallises the current situation. A small number
of core issues are then explored in more depth. Set against the global rise of debased
semi-democracies, the book’s approach returns our focus firmly to the big issues around the quality
and sustainability of the UK’s liberal democracy.
  brexit and british politics: Brexitland Maria Sobolewska, Robert Ford, 2020-10-15 Long-term
social and demographic changes - and the conflicts they create - continue to transform British
politics. In this accessible and authoritative book Sobolewska and Ford show how deep the roots of
this polarisation and volatility run, drawing out decades of educational expansion and rising ethnic
diversity as key drivers in the emergence of new divides within the British electorate over
immigration, identity and diversity. They argue that choices made by political parties from the New
Labour era onwards have mobilised these divisions into politics, first through conflicts over
immigration, then through conflicts over the European Union, culminating in the 2016 EU
referendum. Providing a comprehensive and far-reaching view of a country in turmoil, Brexitland
explains how and why this happened, for students, researchers, and anyone who wants to better
understand the remarkable political times in which we live.
  brexit and british politics: UK Politics Alan Convery, 2025-02-07 The UK is more
decentralised, contested and diverse than ever before. This new, introductory textbook demonstrates
how political scientists are tackling some of the biggest questions in UK politics today. It devotes
particular attention to questions of representation, social class, gender, and race and ethnicity.
Drawing on the latest research and debates, the book explores key topics from the constitution to
Englishness, Scottish independence to Brexit, inequality to foreign policy, and the end of Empire.



Case studies bring theory to life, while reflective questions provide a jumping-off point for discussion
and further investigation. An opening ′What will this chapter tell me?′ section and further reading
suggestions complete each chapter. Written by leading experts in the field, this textbook is essential
reading for anyone studying UK Politics at undergraduate level. Alan Convery is Senior Lecturer in
Politics at the University of Edinburgh.
  brexit and british politics: Politics and Policy Making in the UK Paul Cairney, Sean Kippin,
2023-11-23 Over the past decade, the UK has experienced major policy and policy making change.
This text examines this shifting political and policy landscape while also highlighting the features of
UK politics that have endured. Written by Paul Cairney and Sean Kippin, leading voices in UK public
policy and politics, the book combines a focus on policy making theories and concepts with the
exploration of key themes and events in UK politics, including: • developing social policy in a
post-pandemic world; • governing post-Brexit; and • the centrality of environmental policy. The book
equips students with a robust and up-to-date understanding of UK public policy and enables them to
locate this within a broader theoretical framework.
  brexit and british politics: Themes and Flux in British Politics Duncan McTavish, 2019-03-27
Themes and Flux in British Politics provides readers with an engaging and informative overview of
the development, change and turbulence in British politics today. It explores the extent to which the
‘old approaches’ to politics and policy are becoming less relevant in the contemporary and emerging
UK environment and makes sense of the most significant aspects of the moment: political and
electoral alignment, referenda, Brexit and the EU, relationship between UK and devolved
governments, and key impact-related developments internationally. As such, it is an essential read
for students and observers of British political life who need pointed, expert coverage to help make
sense of these exceptional political times. With a tripartite structure, the book first examines trends
in political representation with changes in political engagement, party loyalties and electoral
alignment, then places this within the turbulence and changing landscape of the policy/political
environment, and finally contextualises the developments in British politics vis-à-vis international
resonances and parallels. Case studies of the Scottish independence referendum, referendum to
remain in or leave the EU and the EU withdrawal process are used to illustrate the key concepts and
arguments advanced and to provide a sense of the current dynamic of British politics. Themes and
Flux in British Politics represents a timely response to contemporary debates about the major shifts
(perhaps crises) of political parties and representation and the turbulent landscape of public policy,
and will be essential reading for British politics and government, Brexit, public policy and EU
politics.
  brexit and british politics: The Right-Wing Critique of Europe Joanna Sondel-Cedarmas,
Francesco Berti, 2022-02-02 The Right-Wing Critique of Europe analyses the opposition to the
European Union from a variety of right-wing organisations in Western, Central and Eastern Europe.
In recent years, opposition to the processes of globalisation and the programme of closer European
integration, understood as a threat to the sovereignty of individual member states, has led to an
intensification of Eurosceptic sentiments on the Old Continent. The results of the European
parliamentary elections in 2014 and 2019, the Brexit referendum and electoral results in different
European countries are all testament to the considerable growth of radical populist-nationalist and
conservative-sovereignist movements and parties. The common idea that binds these groups, both in
Western Europe and in Central and Eastern Europe, is a hostile attitude towards the idea of (an
ever-more integrated) united Europe. These parties reject not only the project of building a
European federation, but also the current model of the European Union and the values underlying
its attitudes. They are united by their criticism of EU policies, in particular those concerning
security, emigration, multiculturalism, gender equality and the rights of minorities, as well as
economic liberalism and the common currency. However, this criticism manifests itself with varying
degrees of intensity, and not all parties fit the classic definition of Euroscepticism but instead
represent its mild form, Eurorealism. The authors bring together reflections on the organic and
complex critique of the European Union, its policies and cultural and ideological character. The book



provides a comparative analysis of this criticism at the transnational level. This book will be of
interest to researchers of European politics, the radical right and Euroscepticism. The Open Access
version of this book, available at www.taylorfrancis.com , has been made available under a Creative
Commons Attribution- Non Commercial- No Derivatives 4.0 license.
  brexit and british politics: Political Deference in a Democratic Age Catherine Marshall,
2021-01-13 This book explores the concept of deference as used by historians and political
scientists. Often confused and judged to be outdated, it shows how deference remains central to
understanding British politics to the present day. This study aims to make sense of how political
deference has functioned in different periods and how it has played a crucial role in legitimising
British politics. It shows how deference sustained what are essentially English institutions, those
which dominated the Union well into the second half of the twentieth century until the post-1997
constitutional transformations under New Labour. While many dismiss political and institutional
deference as having died out, this book argues that a number of recent political decisions – including
the vote in favour of Brexit in June 2016 – are the result of a deferential way of thinking that has
persisted through the democratic changes of the twentieth century. Combining close readings of
theoretical texts with analyses of specific legal changes and historical events, the book charts the
development of deference from the eighteenth century through to the present day. Rather than
offering a comprehensive history of deference, it picks out key moments that show the changing
nature of deference, both as a concept and as a political force.
  brexit and british politics: Politics and Governance in the UK Michael Moran, 2017-10-13
The third edition of this comprehensive and innovative textbook provides an invaluable narrative and
insight into the ever-changing landscape of British politics. Updated to cover the 2015 General
Election, the Scottish independence referendum and changing relations with the European Union,
this extensively revised new edition sets out to provide students with a clear understanding of the
core features of British politics and contemporary governance, as well as an examination of the way
in which the governing process is becoming increasingly 'multi-level' and 'multi-agency'. Written in a
concise and accessible style by one of the leading authors in the field, this engaging text provides an
illuminating framework that draws on the range of analytical issues and theoretical debates in the
study of British politics. Through Moran's unrivalled account of the way Britain is governed, it is
clear to see why this text continues to be essential reading for undergraduate students of British
politics. New to this Edition: - Continued discussion on the influence of EU membership on British
politics A distinct emphasis on the rising importance of management in the system of government -
New 2017 update covers both the 2016 EU Referendum and the 2017 General Election, as well as
their repercussions for British politics.
  brexit and british politics: What went wrong with Britain? Steven Kettell, Peter Kerr, Daniela
Tepe, 2025-07-22 A unflinching audit of the damage done by fourteen years of Conservative
government. What went wrong with Britain? presents a comprehensive account of the devastating
legacy left by the Conservative government. Shining a light into every dark corner, the book exposes
the full extent of the damage inflicted on the country’s economy, social fabric and political integrity.
When the Conservatives were voted out of government in July 2024, they left behind a miserable
record of rising poverty, inequality and division. This book reveals the forces that have driven the
country to the point of crisis, from austerity and economic mismanagement to sheer political
dysfunction. Each chapter offers new insights into the far-reaching consequences of government
policies that prioritised ideology, personal ambition and party politics over the public good.
Examining the rise of populism, the politics of Brexit, the UK’s response to the pandemic and the
steady erosion of public trust, this shocking account of the legacy of Conservative government from
2010 to 2024 is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand exactly what went wrong with
Britain.
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