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History of the Italian Mafia: Unraveling the Origins and Evolution of a Notorious Organization

history of the italian mafia is a fascinating journey into one of the most infamous criminal organizations that
have left a significant mark on Italy and the world. Often shrouded in mystery, myth, and media portrayals, the
Italian Mafia actually has deep historical roots that go far beyond the Hollywood depiction. Understanding
its origins, development, and influence requires exploring centuries of social, economic, and political factors
that shaped this underground network.

The Origins of the Italian Mafia

The Italian Mafia, also commonly referred to as Cosa Nostra, traces its beginnings back to the mid-19th
century in Sicily. However, its roots reach even deeper into the feudal and rural structures of southern Italy.
During a time when the central government’s control was weak, local powers stepped in to fill the void, often
through informal systems of justice and protection. This environment gave rise to secret societies that
operated outside the law but wielded significant influence.

Feudal Sicily and the Birth of Cosa Nostra

The feudal system in Sicily created a society dominated by landowners who controlled vast estates worked
by peasants. These peasants lacked protection against bandits and unscrupulous officials. To safeguard their
interests, some communities developed their own enforcement groups, which evolved into early forms of the
Mafia. These groups functioned as enforcers and arbitrators, often using intimidation and violence to maintain
order.

The term "Mafia" itself likely originated from the Sicilian dialect, meaning swagger or boldness, symbolizing the
defiant attitude of these groups. Initially, the Mafia’s role was not purely criminal—it served as a shadow
authority, mediating disputes and providing protection where the official government failed.

Growth and Expansion in the Late 19th and Early 20th Centuries

As Italy unified in the late 1800s, the Mafia adapted to changing political landscapes. The new Italian state
struggled to assert control over southern regions, and the Mafia exploited this weakness to strengthen its
grip. They began infiltrating legitimate businesses and local governments, blurring the lines between lawful and
illicit activities.

From Protection Rackets to Political Influence

One of the Mafia’s primary sources of income became protection rackets, where local businesses paid for
“protection” against threats, often from the Mafia itself. Their influence extended into politics, with Mafia
bosses supporting certain candidates or parties in exchange for favors and immunity. This symbiotic relationship
entrenched corruption and made dismantling the Mafia difficult.

The mass emigration of Italians in the late 19th and early 20th centuries also spread Mafia influence abroad,
particularly to the United States. Immigrant communities in cities like New York and Chicago became fertile
ground for Mafia organizations to establish themselves, giving birth to the infamous American Mafia or La
Cosa Nostra.



The Italian Mafia During the 20th Century

The 20th century was a period of significant transformation for the Italian Mafia. While still rooted in Sicily,
the organization diversified its operations and became more structured. The rise of fascism under Mussolini
temporarily disrupted Mafia activities, but after World War II, the Mafia resurged with even greater vigor.

Post-War Sicily and the Mafia’s Resurgence

After the war, Sicily faced economic hardship and political instability, creating ideal conditions for the Mafia
to regain control. They capitalized on the reconstruction efforts, infiltrating public contracts, and expanding
into drug trafficking, illegal gambling, and smuggling. The 1950s and 60s witnessed a Mafia deeply embedded in
the fabric of Sicilian society.

The Role of the Mafia in Italian Politics

Throughout the post-war era, the Mafia maintained strong ties with political figures, especially within the
Christian Democratic party. This alliance ensured protection and facilitated the Mafia’s control over local
economies and institutions. However, these relationships also made the Mafia vulnerable to shifts in political
power and increased law enforcement scrutiny.

Law Enforcement and the Fight Against the Mafia

The history of the Italian Mafia is also a story of continuous struggle between criminal enterprises and the
state. For decades, law enforcement efforts were hampered by corruption, fear, and the Mafia’s code of silence,
known as omert�.

Notable Anti-Mafia Campaigns

One of the pivotal moments in combating the Mafia came in the 1980s and 90s, with relentless efforts by judges
and prosecutors like Giovanni Falcone and Paolo Borsellino. Their groundbreaking investigations and the Maxi
Trial in Palermo exposed the Mafia’s inner workings and led to numerous convictions.

Maxi Trial (1986-1992): The largest trial against Mafia members, which convicted hundreds of mafiosi.

Falcone and Borsellino: Two magistrates whose assassinations in 1992 shocked Italy and galvanized
public opinion against the Mafia.

Anti-Mafia Legislation: New laws allowed for stricter penalties, asset seizures, and witness protection
programs.

These efforts marked a turning point, signaling that the Italian government was serious about dismantling
Mafia networks.



The Italian Mafia’s Influence on Culture and Society

The Italian Mafia has left an indelible mark not just on criminal justice but also on popular culture and
society’s perception of Italy. Films, books, and television series have often romanticized or dramatized Mafia
life, sometimes obscuring the brutal realities.

Media Portrayal and Public Perception

Movies like "The Godfather" and series like "Gomorrah" have shaped global views of the Mafia, blending fact
and fiction. While these portrayals bring attention to Mafia issues, they can also perpetuate stereotypes or
glamorize violence.

Impact on Sicilian Society

For many Sicilians, the Mafia represents both a source of fear and a complicated part of their history. Efforts
by civil society groups, educators, and activists aim to challenge the Mafia’s legacy by promoting legal
awareness and social change.

Modern-Day Italian Mafia: Challenges and Adaptations

Today, the Italian Mafia faces new challenges. Increased globalization, technological advances, and
international law enforcement cooperation have disrupted traditional operations. However, the Mafia remains
adaptable, moving into cybercrime, money laundering, and international drug trade.

The Mafia in the 21st Century

Despite setbacks, Mafia families continue to exert influence, particularly in southern Italy. Their ability to
infiltrate legitimate businesses and political institutions remains a concern. Yet, there is growing hope as young
Italians and authorities work together to resist this shadowy power.

Lessons from the History of the Italian Mafia

The long history of the Italian Mafia teaches us about the dangers of corruption, the importance of strong
institutions, and the resilience of communities in the face of organized crime. For those interested in history,
criminology, or Italian culture, this story offers valuable insights into how illegal organizations can
shape—and be shaped by—society.

Exploring the history of the Italian mafia reveals a complex web of social dynamics, power struggles, and
human stories that continue to evolve. Understanding this history is essential not only to appreciate Italy’s
past but also to support efforts toward a safer, more just future.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the origins of the Italian Mafia?

The Italian Mafia originated in the mid-19th century in Sicily as a secret society that provided protection and
enforced order in the absence of strong governmental control. It initially functioned as a rural criminal
organization involved in extortion, protection rackets, and smuggling.

How did the Mafia expand beyond Sicily?

The Mafia expanded beyond Sicily through migration and the Italian diaspora, particularly to the United
States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Immigrants brought Mafia traditions with them, leading to
the establishment of powerful Mafia families in American cities like New York and Chicago.

What role did the Mafia play in Italian society and politics historically?

Historically, the Mafia exerted significant influence over local economies, politics, and society, especially in
Southern Italy. They infiltrated political institutions, manipulated elections, and controlled various
industries through intimidation and corruption, impacting governance and public life.

Who were some of the most notorious Mafia leaders in history?

Notable Mafia leaders include Salvatore Riina and Bernardo Provenzano of the Sicilian Cosa Nostra, Lucky
Luciano and Al Capone in the American Mafia, and Toto Riina, known for his violent reign in the late 20th
century. These figures shaped Mafia operations and notoriety worldwide.

How has the Italian government combated the Mafia historically?

The Italian government has combated the Mafia through law enforcement crackdowns, anti-Mafia legislation,
and the use of pentiti (Mafia informants) since the 1980s. High-profile trials like the Maxi Trial and efforts by
judges such as Giovanni Falcone and Paolo Borsellino were pivotal in weakening Mafia influence.

What impact did the Mafia have on international organized crime?

The Italian Mafia significantly influenced international organized crime by establishing transnational networks
involved in drug trafficking, money laundering, and arms smuggling. Their organizational structure and methods
have been emulated by other criminal groups worldwide, affecting global crime dynamics.

Additional Resources
History of the Italian Mafia: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Origins and Evolution

history of the italian mafia is a complex narrative that intertwines crime, culture, and socio-political
dynamics over centuries. Originating in Italy, the mafia has evolved from loosely organized groups into
structured criminal enterprises with significant influence both domestically and internationally. Understanding
this history requires a comprehensive look at its origins, development, and the socio-economic factors that
shaped its persistence and adaptability.

Origins of the Italian Mafia

The roots of the Italian mafia trace back to the mid-19th century in Sicily, an island marked by political
instability, economic hardship, and weak state presence. The term “mafia” itself is believed to have originated
from the Sicilian dialect, possibly derived from the Arabic word “mahya,” meaning “aggressive boasting,” or
from the Italian phrase “mafiusu,” implying boldness and swagger.



In early Sicily, the absence of a strong centralized authority created a vacuum that local groups filled by
offering protection and justice, albeit through extralegal means. These groups initially acted more like
vigilantes, providing security to landowners and peasants alike in exchange for loyalty and payment. Over
time, these informal alliances crystallized into more organized factions engaging in extortion, smuggling, and
other illicit activities.

The Socio-Political Climate of 19th Century Sicily

Sicily during the 1800s was characterized by feudal land ownership, poverty, and a fragmented political
landscape. The unification of Italy in 1861 failed to bring stability or effective governance to the island. The
weak law enforcement and judiciary systems allowed mafia groups to expand their influence, often colluding
with local officials and landowners. This relationship laid the groundwork for the mafia’s deep entrenchment in
Sicilian society.

The Evolution and Expansion of Mafia Organizations

By the early 20th century, the Italian mafia had diversified and expanded beyond Sicily. The most prominent
mafia organizations include:

Cosa Nostra: The Sicilian mafia, known for its hierarchical structure and code of silence (“omert�”).

'Ndrangheta: Originating from Calabria, notorious for its family-based clans and global drug trafficking
networks.

Camorra: Based in Naples, characterized by a more fragmented and less hierarchical structure.

Sacra Corona Unita: Emerging in Apulia in the late 20th century, involved in smuggling and racketeering.

Each of these organizations adapted to their regional contexts and developed distinct operational methods and
areas of influence.

Mafia’s Role During the World Wars

During World War I and II, mafia groups leveraged the turmoil to strengthen their positions. The chaos of war
and the subsequent reconstruction period offered opportunities for infiltration into public contracts and
black-market activities. Notably, during World War II, some mafia members collaborated with Allied forces
during the invasion of Sicily, which further embedded them within political and military frameworks.

Post-War Mafia: Consolidation and Modernization

The post-World War II period witnessed the mafia’s transformation into a more sophisticated criminal
enterprise. Industrialization and urbanization in Italy created new markets for illicit activities, such as
narcotics trafficking, money laundering, and political corruption. The mafia capitalized on economic booms and
state weaknesses to infiltrate legitimate businesses and public institutions.



The Rise of the Cosa Nostra in the 20th Century

Cosa Nostra, often considered the archetype of the Italian mafia, became synonymous with organized crime
during the 1950s and 1960s. Its infamous "Commission," a governing body that coordinated activities among
clans, exemplified its complex organizational structure. The mafia’s involvement in international heroin
trafficking, especially during the “French Connection” era, marked its expansion into global crime networks.

Law Enforcement and Anti-Mafia Efforts

Beginning in the 1980s, Italian authorities intensified efforts to combat the mafia. Major trials, such as the
Maxi Trial in Palermo, prosecuted hundreds of mafiosi, signaling a turning point in the fight against organized
crime. Prominent figures like judges Giovanni Falcone and Paolo Borsellino became symbols of resistance but
were tragically assassinated, highlighting the mafia’s ruthless power.

The introduction of new anti-mafia legislation, witness protection programs, and international cooperation
gradually weakened mafia strongholds. However, the mafia adapted by diversifying its operations and employing
more covert methods.

Contemporary Influence and Global Reach

Today, the history of the Italian mafia is not confined to Italy. Mafia organizations have established
transnational networks spanning Europe, the Americas, and beyond. Their activities include drug trafficking,
human smuggling, cybercrime, and infiltration into global financial systems.

Economic and Social Impact

The mafia’s enduring presence poses significant challenges to economic development and governance. Their
control over certain industries distorts markets and undermines fair competition. Furthermore, the culture of
fear and corruption impedes social progress and erodes trust in public institutions.

Comparative Analysis: Italian Mafia and Other Organized Crime Groups

While the Italian mafia is one of the oldest and most studied organized crime groups, it differs from others such
as the Russian mafia, Yakuza, or Mexican cartels in structure and cultural context. The Italian mafia’s
emphasis on family ties, codes of honor, and territorial control contrasts with the more fluid and violent
nature of some other criminal organizations. However, globalization has blurred these distinctions, fostering
alliances and competition across borders.

Legacy and Cultural Representation

The history of the Italian mafia has permeated popular culture worldwide, influencing films, literature, and
academic discourse. While this representation sometimes glamorizes mafia life, it also raises awareness about
the social consequences of organized crime. Efforts to preserve the memory of those who fought against the
mafia continue through education and public initiatives, aiming to dismantle the mythos that sustains its
power.

Through a detailed examination of its origins, evolution, and contemporary dynamics, the history of the Italian



mafia reveals a multifaceted phenomenon deeply embedded in Italy’s social fabric. The ongoing struggle between
law enforcement and criminal networks underscores the complexity of eradicating such entrenched institutions.
As the mafia adapts to modern challenges, understanding its past remains crucial for shaping effective
strategies against organized crime in the future.
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  history of the italian mafia: The History of Italy Charles L. Killinger, 2024-12-26 Explore the
arts, culture, and history of Italy. Famous for the Colosseum in Rome, the canals of Venice, the
renowned fashion houses of Milan, and the beauty of the Tuscan countryside, Italy is a vibrant
tapestry of ancient landmarks and modern industry. In the 21st century, Italian history has been
shaped by the transformative political influence of media mogul Silvio Berlusconi, who served
multiple terms as prime minister, as well as migrant crises, a series of natural disasters, and the rise
of populism culminating in the 2022 election of Giorgia Meloni, the first woman to lead Italy as
prime minister. This second edition of The History of Italy provides readers with an accessible and
comprehensive introduction to the long and ever-evolving history of Italy and its people.
  history of the italian mafia: Welcome to the family Christian Marghella, 2011
  history of the italian mafia: The Routledge History of Italian Americans William Connell,
Stanislao Pugliese, 2017-09-27 The Routledge History of Italian Americans weaves a narrative of the
trials and triumphs of one of the nation’s largest ethnic groups. This history, comprising original
essays by leading scholars and critics, addresses themes that include the Columbian legacy,
immigration, the labor movement, discrimination, anarchism, Fascism, World War II patriotism,
assimilation, gender identity and popular culture. This landmark volume offers a clear and
accessible overview of work in the growing academic field of Italian American Studies. Rich
illustrations bring the story to life, drawing out the aspects of Italian American history and culture
that make this ethnic group essential to the American experience.
  history of the italian mafia: Italian Mafias Today Felia Allum, Isabella Clough Marinaro,
Rocco Sciarrone, 2019 Despite a rapidly changing economic and legal landscape, Italian mafias
remain prominent actors in the global criminal underworld. This book provides an extensive and
up-to-date view of how they adapt to shifting economic opportunities and intensifying legal and civic
backlash.
  history of the italian mafia: A History of Italian Cinema Irmbert Schenk, 2024-11-15 This
book provides a complete description of the development of Italian film and cinema from its
beginnings in 1895 until today. Special emphasis is placed on those periods in which Italian film
history became aesthetically decisive for world cinematography: silent film of the 1910s, neorealism
after World War II, and auteur and genre cinema around 1960. And then on the multifaceted
development up to the present day, which still guarantees films from Italy a significant place in
international cinema. The chapters are introduced with compact descriptions of Italy's political and
social history and the institutional formation of film and cinema. This is the basis for the extensive
examination of genres and films. The film analyses also include a look at the reception by the
audiences.
  history of the italian mafia: A Concise History of Italy Christopher Duggan, 2014 A
comprehensively updated new edition of Christopher Duggan's acclaimed introduction to the history
of Italy.
  history of the italian mafia: The Oxford Handbook of the History of Crime and Criminal
Justice Paul Knepper, Anja Johansen, 2016-04-15 The historical study of crime has expanded in
criminology during the past few decades, forming an active niche area in social history. Indeed, the
history of crime is more relevant than ever as scholars seek to address contemporary issues in
criminology and criminal justice. Thus, The Oxford Handbook of the History of Crime and Criminal
Justice provides a systematic and comprehensive examination of recent developments across both
fields. Chapters examine existing research, explain on-going debates and controversies, and point to
new areas of interest, covering topics such as criminal law and courts, police and policing, and the
rise of criminology as a field. This Handbook also analyzes some of the most pressing criminological
issues of our time, including drug trafficking, terrorism, and the intersections of gender, race, and
class in the context of crime and punishment. The definitive volume on the history of crime, The
Oxford Handbook of the History of Crime and Criminal Justice is an invaluable resource for students
and scholars of criminology, criminal justice, and legal history.



  history of the italian mafia: Mafioso Gaia Servadio, 1976
  history of the italian mafia: A History of Crime and the American Criminal Justice System
Mitchel P. Roth, 2018-10-10 This book offers a history of crime and the criminal justice system in
America, written particularly for students of criminal justice and those interested in the history of
crime and punishment. It follows the evolution of the criminal justice system chronologically and,
when necessary, offers parallels between related criminal justice issues in different historical eras.
From its antecedents in England to revolutionary times, to the American Civil War, right through the
twentieth century to the age of terrorism, this book combines a wealth of resources with keen
historical judgement to offer a fascinating account of the development of criminal justice in America.
A new chapter brings the story up to date, looking at criminal justice through the Obama era and the
early days of the Trump administration. Each chapter is broken down into four crucial components
related to the American criminal justice system from the historical perspective: lawmakers and the
judiciary; law enforcement; corrections; and crime and punishment. A range of pedagogical features,
including timelines of key events, learning objectives, critical thinking questions and sources, as well
as a full glossary of key terms and a Who’s Who in Criminal Justice History, ensures that readers are
well-equipped to navigate the immense body of knowledge related to criminal justice history.
Essential reading for Criminal Justice majors and historians alike, this book will be a fascinating text
for anyone interested in the development of the American criminal justice system from ancient times
to the present day.
  history of the italian mafia: The Italian American Heritage Pellegrino A D'Acierno,
2021-12-12 First published in 1999. The many available scholarly works on Italian-Americans are
perhaps of little practical help to the undergraduate or high school student who needs background
information when reading contemporary fiction with Italian characters, watching films that require a
familiarity with Italian Americans, or looking at works of art that can be fully appreciated only if one
understands Italian culture. This basic reference work for non-specialists and students offers quick
insights and essential, easy-to-grasp information on Italian-American contributions to American art,
music, literature, motion pictures and cultural life. This rich legacy is examined in a collection of
original essays that include portrayals of Italian characters in the films of Francis Coppola, Italian
American poetry, the art of Frank Stella, the music of Frank Zappa, a survey of Italian folk customs
and an analysis of the evolution of Italian-American biography. Comprising 22 lengthy essays written
specifically for this volume, the book identifies what is uniquely Italian in American life and
examines how Italian customs, traditions, social mores and cultural antecedents have wrought their
influence on the American character. Filled with insights, observations and ethnic facts and fictions,
this volume should prove to be a valuable source of information for scholars, researchers and
students interested in pinpointing and examining the cultural, intellectual and social influence of
Italian immigrants and their successors.
  history of the italian mafia: Historical Dictionary of Modern Italy Mark Gilbert, Sara
Lamberti Moneta, 2020-10-01 Italy is a country that exercises a hold on the imagination of people all
over the world. Its long history has left an inexhaustible treasure chest of cultural achievement:
Historic cities such as Rome, Florence, and Venice are among the most sought-after destinations in
the world for tourists and art lovers. Italy's natural beauty and cuisine are rightly renowned. It’s
history and politics are also a source of endless fascination. Modern Italy has consistently been a
political laboratory for the rest of Europe. This third edition of Historical Dictionary of Modern Italy
contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has
over 400 cross-referenced entries on important personalities as well as aspects of the country’s
politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent resource for
students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Italy.
  history of the italian mafia: History of the Mafia Salvatore Lupo, 2009 When we think of the
Italian Mafia, we think of Marlon Brando, Tony Soprano, and the Corleones--iconic actors and
characters who give shady dealings a mythical pop presence. Yet these sensational depictions take
us only so far. The true story of the Mafia reveals both an organization and mindset dedicated to the



preservation of tradition. It is no accident that the rise of the Mafia coincided with the unification of
Italy and the influx of immigrants into America. The Mafia means more than a horse head under the
sheets--it functions as an alternative to the state, providing its own social and political justice.
Combining a nuanced history with a unique counternarrative concerning stereotypes of the
immigrant, Salvatore Lupo, a leading historian of modern Italy and a major authority on its criminal
history, has written the definitive account of the Sicilian Mafia from 1860 to the present. Consulting
rare archival sources, he traces the web of associations, both illicit and legitimate, that have defined
Cosa Nostra during its various incarnations. He focuses on several crucial periods of transition: the
Italian unification of 1860 to 1861, the murder of noted politician Notarbartolo, fascist repression of
the Mafia, the Allied invasion of 1943, social conflicts after each world war, and the major murders
and trials of the 1980s. Lupo identifies the internal cultural codes that define the Mafia and places
these codes within the context of social groups and communities. He also challenges the belief that
the Mafia has grown more ruthless in recent decades. Rather than representing a shift from
honorable crime to immoral drug trafficking and violence, Lupo argues the terroristic activities of
the modern Mafia signify a new desire for visibility and a distinct break from the state. Where these
pursuits will take the family adds a fascinating coda to Lupo's work.
  history of the italian mafia: The Italian Antimafia, New Media, and the Culture of Legality
Robin Pickering-Iazzi, 2017-03-17 The past two decades have witnessed increasing opposition to
mafia influence and activities in Italy. Community organizations such as Libera, founded in 1995,
and Addiopizzo, originating in 2004, exemplify how Italian society has tried to come together to
promote antimafia activities. The societal opposition to mafia influence continues to grow and the
Internet has become a frontline in the battle between the two groups. The Italian Antimafia, New
Media, and the Culture of Legality is the first book to examine the online battles between the mafia
and its growing cohort of opponents. While the mafia’s supporters have used Internet technologies
to expand its power, profits, and violence, antimafia citizens employ the same technologies to
recreate Italian civil society. The contributors to this volume are experts in diverse fields and offer
interdisciplinary studies of antimafia activism and legality in online journalism, Twitter, YouTube,
digital storytelling, blogs, music, and photography. These examinations enable readers to
understand the grassroots Italian cultural revolution, which makes individuals responsible for
promoting justice, freedom, and dignity.
  history of the italian mafia: The Oxford Handbook of Organized Crime Letizia Paoli,
2014-09-26 While the success of national and international law enforcement cooperation to suppress
organized crime means that stable, large-scale criminal organizations like the Cosa Nostra or the
Japanese Yakuza have seen their power reduced, organized crime remains a concern for many
governments. Economic globalization and the easing of restrictions on exchanges across borders
now provide ample opportunity for money-making activities in illegal markets. Policies designed to
stop illegal market flows often shift these activities to new places or create new problems, as the
U.S.- led war on drugs spread production and trafficking to a number South and Central American
countries. The Oxford Handbook of Organized Crime provides informed, authoritative, and
comprehensive overviews of these issues and other principal forms of organized crime, as well as the
type and effectiveness of efforts to prevent and control them. Leading scholars from criminology,
law, sociology, history, and political science discuss the key concepts, history, and methods of
organized crime; the major actors and interactions involved in it; the markets and activities
frequently associated with organized crime; and the policies designed to combat it. Individual
chapters on criminal organizations and specific activities or markets comprise the heart of the
volume. The chapters on actors provide the history, analyze the structure and activities, and assess
the strength and future prospects of each organization. Articles on particular markets address the
patterns of activity, identify the most affected regions, and where possible provide estimated
revenues, discuss factors promoting the activity, and disclose information on the victims and harms
caused. The Oxford Handbook of Organized Crime delivers a systematic, high-quality, and truly
global approach to the topic and with it a more complete understanding of organized crime in its



many forms for researchers, government officials, and policymakers.
  history of the italian mafia: Men of Respect Raimondo Catanzaro, 1992 The global crime
organization which we know as the Mafia traces its origins to the orange groves of the Conca D'Oro,
the rich hinterland of Palermo, Sicily, during the early nineteenth century. It was here that the mafia
of the gardens, made up of loose networks of bandits, built their industry of crime. In exploring the
Mafia's remarkable rise to power, Raimondo Catanzaro shows how these rural bands successfully
opposed the encroaching authority of the Italian government in Sicily during the 1840s, as they
infiltrated it, took control of its agencies, and effectively replaced it as the force of law throughout
the island. Unlike past chroniclers, Catanzaro sees no break between the traditional rural mafiosi of
the nineteenth century and the flashy criminals of today. To the contrary, he demonstrates that the
fluid and unstructured composition of the early Mafia enabled it to change its form and thereby
survive the many lethal threats it encountered, where a more rigid and unified organization would
have failed. This ability to adapt was never more apparent than during the Socialist movement of the
Sicilian Fasci in the 1890s. While older, established mafiosi intimidated and murdered local party
organizers, younger mafiosi extended the Mafia's power by joining and then subverting these
political movements. In his presentation of the recent history of the Mafia Catanzaro makes
particularly ingenious use of the Italian Parliament's 40,000 page Commissione Anti-Mafia report to
trace the explosive growth of this criminal enterprise since World War II. Here his narrative details
the increasing involvement of mafiosi in clandestine commerce, first of tobacco, and then, during the
last twodecades, of drugs and arms. Catanzaro presents the hitherto untold story of an organization
that continues to affect us to this day.
  history of the italian mafia: Mafia Movies Dana Renga, 2019-07-15 The mafia has always
fascinated filmmakers and television producers. Al Capone, Salvatore Giuliano, Lucky Luciano, Ciro
Di Marzio, Roberto Saviano, Don Vito and Michael Corleone, and Tony Soprano are some of the
historical and fictional figures that contribute to the myth of the Italian and Italian-American mafias
perpetuated onscreen. This collection looks at mafia movies and television over time and across
cultures, from the early classics to the Godfather trilogy and contemporary Italian films and
television series. The only comprehensive collection of its type, Mafia Movies treats over fifty films
and TV shows created since 1906, while introducing Italian and Italian-American mafia history and
culture. The second edition includes new original essays on essential films and TV shows that have
emerged since the publication of the first edition, such as Boardwalk Empire and Mob Wives, as well
as a new roundtable section on Italy’s “other” mafias in film and television, written as a collaborative
essay by more than ten scholars. The edition also introduces a new section called “Double Takes”
that elaborates on some of the most popular mafia films and TV shows (e.g. The Godfather and The
Sopranos) organized around themes such as adaptation, gender and politics, urban spaces, and
performance and stardom.
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