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Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities: Understanding Your Rights and Duties

charter of human rights and responsibilities is more than just a legal document; it’s a
foundational framework that shapes how individuals, communities, and governments interact in a fair
and just society. Whether you are familiar with this charter or hearing about it for the first time,
understanding its significance can empower you to recognize your rights and appreciate the
responsibilities that come along with them. In this article, we’ll explore what a charter of human rights
and responsibilities entails, why it matters, and how it influences everyday life.

What Is the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities?

The charter of human rights and responsibilities is a formal declaration that outlines the fundamental
rights all people are entitled to, as well as the responsibilities individuals and institutions have toward
one another to uphold these rights. Unlike a simple list of rights, this charter often balances liberties
with duties, emphasizing respect, equality, and dignity.

Many countries and regions have their own versions of a human rights charter, tailored to their legal
systems and cultural contexts. For example, the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006 in Australia serves as a model for protecting human rights within that state.
On a global level, documents like the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provide a universal
benchmark for human dignity.

Why Are Rights and Responsibilities Paired Together?

It might seem intuitive to focus solely on rights — after all, these protect us from discrimination,
violence, or injustice. However, the charter of human rights and responsibilities also underscores the
importance of responsibilities. Why? Because rights without responsibility can lead to conflicts and
abuses.

Responsibilities encourage individuals to respect the rights of others, promote social cohesion, and
contribute positively to their communities. For example, while you have the right to freedom of
expression, you also have the responsibility not to spread hate speech or misinformation that could
harm others.

This balance fosters a society where freedoms are protected, but not at the expense of others’ well-
being.

Key Rights Included in a Charter of Human Rights and



Responsibilities

Though specific rights vary depending on the jurisdiction, several core human rights appear
universally across most charters:

Right to Equality and Non-Discrimination: Everyone deserves to be treated fairly
regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, religion, or other status.

Right to Life and Personal Security: Protection from violence, torture, or inhumane
treatment.

Freedom of Expression and Assembly: The ability to voice opinions, protest, and engage in
cultural and political life.

Right to Privacy: Protection against arbitrary interference with one's personal life and
information.

Right to Education and Work: Access to learning opportunities and fair working conditions.

Right to Participate in Public Life: The ability to vote, be elected, and take part in
government decisions.

Understanding these rights is crucial because they form the basis for legal protections and social
norms that safeguard human dignity.

How Responsibilities Complement These Rights

Alongside rights, the charter often outlines responsibilities that promote respect and harmony:

Respect for Others’ Rights: Acknowledging and honoring the freedoms and choices of
others.

Obeying Laws: Following laws that protect safety and fairness.

Contributing to Community Well-being: Engaging in actions that support the common
good.

Protecting the Environment: Taking care of natural resources for future generations.

Promoting Equality: Challenging discrimination and supporting inclusion.

These responsibilities are not just moral suggestions—they are essential for maintaining a society
where everyone’s rights can be enjoyed safely.



How Does the Charter Impact Daily Life?

You might wonder how a charter of human rights and responsibilities affects your everyday
experiences. The truth is, it touches many aspects of life, often in ways you might not immediately
notice.

In the Workplace

Human rights charters influence workplace policies regarding discrimination, harassment, and equal
opportunity. If you face unfair treatment at work due to your gender, ethnicity, or beliefs, the charter
provides a legal basis to seek redress. In return, you have the responsibility to respect your
colleagues and contribute to a respectful environment.

In Education

Schools and educational institutions are also guided by the principles of the charter. Students have
the right to access education without discrimination and to express themselves freely. Meanwhile,
students and educators share the responsibility to foster a safe and inclusive learning environment.

In Community and Public Life

The charter empowers citizens to participate in public decision-making, protest peacefully, and hold
governments accountable. It also reminds individuals of their duty to respect the rights of neighbors
and to contribute positively to community life.

The Role of Governments and Institutions

A charter of human rights and responsibilities places obligations on governments and institutions to
protect and promote human rights. This includes:

Creating laws that uphold the rights outlined in the charter.

Ensuring public services are accessible and fair.

Providing mechanisms to address rights violations, such as courts or human rights commissions.

Educating the public about rights and responsibilities.

When governments fulfill these roles effectively, they build trust and stability within society.



Conversely, failure to uphold human rights can lead to social unrest and loss of public confidence.

How Can Individuals Engage with the Charter?

Engaging with the charter doesn’t require legal expertise. Here are some practical steps anyone can
take:

Educate Yourself: Learn about your rights and responsibilities through reliable sources,1.
workshops, or community groups.

Speak Up: If you or someone else experiences discrimination or rights violations, report them2.
to appropriate bodies.

Respect Others: Practice empathy and understanding in your daily interactions.3.

Participate: Vote in elections, attend community meetings, or join advocacy groups.4.

Promote Awareness: Share knowledge about human rights with friends and family.5.

By doing these, individuals help create a culture that values and protects human dignity.

Challenges and Criticisms

While the charter of human rights and responsibilities is a powerful tool, it is not without challenges:

Enforcement Difficulties: Sometimes, rights are not adequately protected due to lack of
resources or political will.

Balancing Conflicting Rights: Situations arise where one person’s rights may clash with
another’s, requiring careful legal and ethical judgment.

Cultural Interpretations: Different societies interpret rights and responsibilities through
diverse cultural lenses, which can complicate universal application.

Awareness Gaps: Not everyone knows their rights or understands their responsibilities,
limiting the charter’s effectiveness.

Addressing these challenges requires ongoing dialogue, education, and commitment from all sectors
of society.



The Future of Human Rights and Responsibilities

As societies evolve, so too does the interpretation and implementation of human rights and
responsibilities. Emerging issues such as digital privacy, climate change, and artificial intelligence
bring new dimensions to consider within the charter framework.

For instance, how do responsibilities extend in the digital world? What rights do individuals have
regarding their online data? These questions highlight the need for charters to be living documents
that adapt to contemporary realities.

Moreover, increased global interconnectedness underscores the importance of international
cooperation in upholding human rights standards.

Understanding the charter of human rights and responsibilities is a vital step toward becoming an
informed and active member of your community. By appreciating both the rights we are entitled to
and the responsibilities we bear, we contribute to building societies that respect human dignity and
promote justice for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities?
The Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities is a legal document that outlines the fundamental
human rights and freedoms guaranteed to all people within a particular jurisdiction, such as the state
of Victoria, Australia.

Which rights are protected under the Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities?
The Charter protects a range of rights including the right to life, freedom of expression, privacy,
freedom of assembly and association, cultural rights, and the right to a fair hearing, among others.

Who does the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities
apply to?
The Charter applies to all public authorities, including government departments, local councils, and
other bodies performing public functions within the jurisdiction where the Charter is enacted.

How does the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities
affect law-making?
The Charter requires lawmakers to consider human rights when drafting new laws and ensures that
legislation is compatible with human rights standards.



Can individuals enforce their rights under the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities?
Yes, individuals can raise human rights issues in courts and tribunals, and public authorities must act
compatibly with the Charter, allowing for legal remedies if rights are breached.

When was the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities
enacted in Victoria, Australia?
The Charter was enacted in Victoria, Australia, in 2006 and came into operation in 2007.

How does the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities
promote equality?
The Charter promotes equality by prohibiting discrimination on various grounds such as race, gender,
disability, age, and sexual orientation, ensuring equal protection and respect for all individuals.

What role do public authorities have under the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities?
Public authorities are required to act in ways that are compatible with human rights, consider human
rights in decision-making, and provide reasons for decisions that affect human rights.

Additional Resources
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities: A Critical Examination

Charter of human rights and responsibilities serves as a foundational document that outlines
the basic rights and freedoms entitled to individuals within a specific jurisdiction. It is a legal
instrument designed to protect citizens from abuses and to promote equality, dignity, and respect in
society. Unlike international human rights treaties, which often require ratification and
implementation through national laws, a charter typically operates within a regional or state context,
embedding rights directly into local legal frameworks.

The concept of a charter of human rights and responsibilities has gained prominence globally,
especially as governments seek to balance individual freedoms with societal obligations. Its dual
focus—highlighting both rights and responsibilities—provides a more holistic approach to citizenship
and governance. This article delves into the intricacies of such charters, examining their purpose,
scope, and impact through a professional and analytical lens.

Understanding the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities

At its core, the charter of human rights and responsibilities is a statutory document that enumerates



civil, political, and social rights. However, what distinguishes this charter from other human rights
frameworks is its explicit recognition of responsibilities alongside rights. This dual emphasis reflects a
growing awareness that rights come with corresponding duties, which are essential to maintaining
social harmony and accountability.

One notable example is the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, enacted
in Australia. It sets out 20 rights, including freedom of expression, right to education, and protection
against discrimination, while also emphasizing the responsibilities individuals have toward their
communities and institutions.

Key Features of the Charter

- **Legally Binding Framework:** Unlike declarations or guidelines, the charter is enforceable by
courts, giving individuals a means to seek redress for violations.
- **Balanced Rights and Responsibilities:** It acknowledges that rights are not absolute and must be
exercised with regard to the rights of others and community welfare.
- **Guidance for Public Authorities:** The charter requires public bodies to consider human rights in
decision-making processes, promoting a culture of respect within government operations.
- **Promotion of Equality:** It aims to eliminate discrimination and promote equal treatment across
diverse populations.

The Role of Responsibilities in Human Rights Charters

Incorporating responsibilities into a charter adds complexity and nuance. Responsibilities often
include respecting the rights of others, obeying laws, and contributing to the community’s well-being.
This approach reflects a shift from a purely individualistic framework to one that embraces collective
societal values.

Critics argue that emphasizing responsibilities can dilute the protection of rights, potentially justifying
restrictions on freedoms under the guise of duties. Proponents counter that rights without
responsibilities risk becoming entitlement without accountability, undermining social cohesion.

Balancing Act: Rights vs. Responsibilities

- Rights protect individuals from state or third-party abuses.
- Responsibilities ensure that those rights do not infringe on others and that citizens contribute
positively.
- The charter encourages dialogue between individuals and authorities to negotiate this balance.
- It fosters a sense of shared citizenship that strengthens democratic governance.

Comparative Perspectives on Human Rights Charters

Different jurisdictions have adopted charters or bills of rights tailored to their legal traditions and



societal needs. The Victorian Charter, for instance, is notable for its integration of responsibilities,
whereas other documents, such as the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, focus
predominantly on rights without explicitly listing responsibilities.

This divergence reflects broader debates on the role of government and individual autonomy. Some
European countries embed social and economic rights more firmly within their charters, while others
prioritize civil and political liberties. The inclusion or omission of responsibilities can influence the
effectiveness and public perception of these instruments.

International Human Rights Instruments vs. Regional Charters

- **International Treaties:** Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR), and others set global standards.
- **Regional Charters:** Tailored to local contexts, providing more specific protections and
obligations.
- Charters often serve as a bridge between international norms and domestic law, facilitating
implementation at a local level.

Impact and Challenges of Implementing a Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities

Implementing a charter involves educating the public, training officials, and ensuring judicial systems
uphold the rights and responsibilities outlined. The success of such charters depends largely on
political will, institutional capacity, and societal engagement.

Pros and Cons

Pros: Enhances legal protections; promotes awareness of human rights; encourages
responsible citizenship; holds public authorities accountable.

Cons: Potentially vague language; conflicts between rights and responsibilities; may lead to
legal challenges; risk of politicization.

Several studies indicate that charters improve human rights awareness among citizens and public
servants alike. However, critics highlight that without proper enforcement mechanisms, charters risk
becoming symbolic rather than substantive.

Case Studies: Successes and Limitations

- In Victoria, Australia, the charter has influenced policy reforms and judicial decisions, strengthening



protections in areas like anti-discrimination and freedom of expression.
- Conversely, in some regions, limited resources and political resistance have stymied effective
application, leading to uneven protection and enforcement.

The Future of Human Rights and Responsibilities
Charters

As societies evolve, so too must their legal frameworks. Emerging challenges such as digital privacy,
climate change, and migration require charters to adapt, incorporating new rights and responsibilities
relevant to contemporary issues.

Furthermore, the dialogue between rights and responsibilities may deepen, emphasizing civic
participation and ethical conduct in an increasingly interconnected world. The ongoing refinement of
these charters will likely reflect broader social values and the dynamic nature of human rights
discourse.

In navigating the complex terrain of human rights, a charter that carefully balances individual
freedoms with communal responsibilities offers a promising pathway. It underscores that a just
society depends not only on the protection of rights but also on the active engagement and
accountability of its members.

Charter Of Human Rights And Responsibilities
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Bill of Rights? Australia does not have a national bill or charter of rights and looks further away than
ever from adopting one. But it does have a range of individual elements sourced from common law,
statute and the Constitution which, though unsystematic, do provide Australians with some
meaningful rights protection. This book outlines and explains the unique human rights journey of
Australia. It moves beyond the criticisms long made of the Australian position – that its 'formalism',
'legalism' and 'exceptionalism' compromise its capacity for rights protection – to consider how the
many elements of its novel legal structure operate. This book analyses the interlocking legal
framework for the protection of rights in Australia. A key theme of the book is that the many
different elements of a fragmented scheme can add up to something significant, albeit with
significant gaps and flaws like any other legal rights protection framework. It shows how the
jumbled influences of a common law heritage, a written constitution, differing paths taken by
jurisdictions within a single federal state, statutory and common law innovations and a strong dose
of comparative legal influences have led to the unique patchwork of rights protection in Australia. It
will provide valuable reading for all those researching in human rights, constitutional and
comparative law.
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: The Victorian Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities , 2008 The Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006
(the Charter) came into full effect on 1st January 2008 and is an important step in fostering an
inclusive human rights culture in Victoria. This document has been compiled to assist exploration of
each of the substantive rights included in the Charter and it commits all public authorites to actively
respect and protect these rights.
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: Confronting the Human Rights Act 1998
Nicolas Kang-Riou, 2012-03-15 This book critically examines the Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA) and
evaluates its impact from a multi-disciplinary perspective. The book includes both a domestic and
international analysis of the effectiveness of the HRA, and also considers possible future
developments in policy and practise as well as contemplating the potential for a British Bill of
Rights. The editors have collected pieces from contributors drawn from diverse spheres, all of whom
are internationally recognised for their impact in the field of human rights law. Contributors include
members of the bench in the United Kingdom and Australia, academics, researchers, members of
NGOs, and campaigners as well as people’s testimony of lived experiences in relation to the Human
Rights Act. Valuable contributions from the likes of Costas Douzinas, Keith Ewing, Helen Fenwick,
Lady Hale, Irene Khan, Michael Kirby, Francesca Klug, Peter Tatchell and others have resulted in a
book which draws out the connections between legal framework, theory, and the actual experience
of the protection afforded to groups and individuals by the HRA. Confronting the Human Rights Act
1998 will be of particular interest to scholars and students of Law, International Studies and
Political Science.
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: Rights and the City Sandeep Agrawal,
2022-09-20 Rights and the City takes stock of rights struggles and progress in cities by exploring the
tensions that exist between different concepts of rights. Sandeep Agrawal and the volume’s
contributors expose the paradoxes that planners and municipal governments face when attempting
not only to combat discriminatory practices, but also advance a human rights agenda. The authors
examine the legal, conceptual, and philosophical aspects of rights, including its various
forms—human, Indigenous, housing, property rights, and various other forms of rights. Using
empirical evidence and examples, they translate the philosophical and legal aspects of rights into
more practical terms and applications. Regionally, the book draws on municipalities from across
Canada while also making broad international comparisons. Scholars, policy makers, and activists
with an interest in urban studies, planning, and law will find much of value throughout this volume.
Afterword by Benjamin Davy. Contributors: Sandeep Agrawal, Rachelle Alterman, Sasha Best,
Alexandra Flynn, Eran S. Kaplinsky, Ola P. Malik, Jennifer A. Orange, Michelle L. Oren, Renée
Vaugeois. Afterword by Benjamin Davy
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: The Feminist Legislation Project Becky



Batagol, Kate Seear, Heli Askola, Jamie Walvisch, 2024-08-26 In this book, leading law academics
along with lawyers, activists and others demonstrate what legislation could look like if its concern
was to create justice for women. Each chapter contains a short piece of legislation – proposed in
order to address a contemporary legal problem from a feminist perspective. These range across
criminal law (sexual offences, Indigenous women’s experiences of criminal law, laws in relation to
forced marriage, modern slavery, childcare and sentencing), civil law (aged care and housing rights,
regulating the gig economy; surrogacy, gender equity in the construction industry) and
constitutional law (human rights legislation, reimagining parliaments where laws are made for the
benefit of women). The proposed laws are, moreover, drafted with feedback from a senior
parliamentary draftsperson (providing guidance to contributors in a personal capacity), to ensure
conformity with legislative rigour, as well as accompanied by an explanation of their reasons and
their aims. Although the legislation is Australian-based, the issues raised by each are recognisably
global, and are reflected in the legislation of most other nations. This first feminist legislation project
will appeal to scholars of feminist legal studies, gender and the law, gender studies and others
studying or working in relevant legal areas.
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: Human Rights Acts Kris Gledhill, 2015-05-28
There are now a number of statutes in different parts of the world that offer non-constitutional
protection for human rights through mechanisms such as strong interpretive obligations, quasi-tort
actions and obligations on legislatures to consider whether statutes are felt to breach human rights
obligations. They exist in New Zealand, the United Kingdom, Ireland, the Australian Capital
Territory and Victoria. The aim of this book is to consider the jurisprudence that has developed in
these various jurisdictions relating to these mechanics for the promotion of human rights; relevant
case law from countries such as Canada, South Africa and the United States that have a supreme
law constitutional approach is also featured. Chapters cover such matters as the choice between a
supreme law and non-supreme law bill of rights, the different approaches adopted as to how
legislators are alerted to possible breaches of fundamental rights as Bills progress, the extent of the
interpretive obligation, the consequences of failing to reach a rights-compliant interpretation, and
the remedies available in litigation. The book is aimed at practitioners and also at academics and
policy makers. '... Kris Gledhill addresses for the first time, and in some considerable detail, the
dynamics operating within different common law systems that seek to integrate international
fundamental rights obligations into domestic law . . . The strength of this book is to explore apparent
antitheses . . . with intellectual depth so that the relationship between human rights law on the
international level and human rights law on the domestic level becomes clearer and comes to be
seen not so much as a sharp legal dichotomy but, rather, as the fashioning of mechanisms . . . to
integrate international and domestic fundamental rights regimes so that they work harmoniously.'
From the Foreword by Richard Gordon QC, Brick Court Chambers 'Gledhill's study bridges the gap
between the promise of international human rights commitments and the protection afforded those
rights by statutory bills of rights, a model that has been adopted in countries such as New Zealand,
the UK, Ireland, and Australia. It is an invaluable resource.' Grant Huscroft, Western University
Faculty of Law
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: IJER Vol 22-N2 International Journal of
Educational Reform, 2013-04-26 The mission of the International Journal of Educational Reform
(IJER) is to keep readers up-to-date with worldwide developments in education reform by providing
scholarly information and practical analysis from recognized international authorities. As the only
peer-reviewed scholarly publication that combines authors’ voices without regard for the political
affiliations perspectives, or research methodologies, IJER provides readers with a balanced view of
all sides of the political and educational mainstream. To this end, IJER includes, but is not limited to,
inquiry based and opinion pieces on developments in such areas as policy, administration,
curriculum, instruction, law, and research. IJER should thus be of interest to professional educators
with decision-making roles and policymakers at all levels turn since it provides a broad-based
conversation between and among policymakers, practitioners, and academicians about reform goals,



objectives, and methods for success throughout the world. Readers can call on IJER to learn from an
international group of reform implementers by discovering what they can do that has actually
worked. IJER can also help readers to understand the pitfalls of current reforms in order to avoid
making similar mistakes. Finally, it is the mission of IJER to help readers to learn about key issues in
school reform from movers and shakers who help to study and shape the power base directing
educational reform in the U.S. and the world.
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: The Patient Advocate Handbook Liz Crocker,
Claire Crocker, 2019-08-06 Are you suddenly facing a health challenge and feel fear? Are you
overwhelmed and insecure? In The Patient Advocate Handbook, authors Liz Crocker and Claire
Crocker offer a practical guide to help you remain calm, focused, and stable while you or a loved one
are experiencing a health crisis. Combining Liz’s experiences as a psychologist and Claire’s legal
and crisis management skills, they present a blueprint for progressing through the health care
system. Knowing how to handle a health emergency and make good decisions is essential if you are
to achieve the best possible health outcome. It’s not about creating conflict or being the loudest
voice in the room—it’s about knowing your rights, having a plan, finding your voice, and working
with people in the health system to get a good result. The Patient Advocate Handbook helps you
become an effective patient advocate for someone you love while he or she experiences a health
challenge. If you are the patient, it will help you feel more confident and assured in your own health
choices.
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: Modern Administrative Law in Australia
Matthew Groves, 2014-02-13 Modern Administrative Law provides an authoritative overview of
administrative law in Australia. It clarifies and enlivens this crucial but complex area of law, with
erudite analysis and thoroughly modern perspectives. The contributors - including highly respected
academics from 11 Australian law schools,as well as eminent practitioners including Chief Justice
Robert French AC and Justice Stephen Gageler of the High Court of Australia - are at the forefront of
current research, debate and decision making, and infuse the book with unique insight. The book
examines the structure and themes of administrative law, the theory and practice of judicial review,
and the workings of administrative law beyond the courts. Administrative law affects innumerable
aspects of political, commercial and private life, and yet is often considered difficult to understand.
Modern Administrative Law unravels the intricacies and reveals how they are applied in real cases.
It is an essential reference for students and practitioners of administrative law.
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: T&T Clark Handbook of Christian Theology
and Climate Change Hilda P. Koster, Ernst M. Conradie, 2019-12-12 The T&T Clark Handbook of
Christian Theology and Climate Change entails a wide-ranging conversation between Christian
theology and various other discourses on climate change. Given the far-reaching complicity of North
Atlantic Christianity in anthropogenic climate change, the question is whether it can still collaborate
with and contribute to ongoing mitigation and adaptation efforts. The main essays in this volume are
written by leading scholars from within North Atlantic Christianity and addressed primarily to
readers in the same context; these essays are critically engaged by respondents situated in other
geographic regions, minority communities, non-Christian traditions, or non-theological disciplines.
Structured in seven main parts, the handbook explores: 1) the need for collaboration with disciplines
outside of Christian theology to address climate change; 2) the need to find common moral ground
for such collaboration; 3) the difficulties posed by collaborating with other Christian traditions from
within; 4) the questions that emerge from such collaboration for understanding the story of God's
work; and 5) God's identity and character; 6) the implications of such collaboration for ecclesial
praxis; and 7) concluding reflections examining whether this volume does justice to issues of race,
gender, class, other animals, religious diversity, geographical divides and carbon mitigation. This
rich ecumenical, cross-cultural conversation provides a comprehensive and in-depth engagement
with the theological and moral challenges raised by anthropogenic climate change.
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: The Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Victoria, 2006



  charter of human rights and responsibilities: Bills of Rights in Australia Andrew Byrnes,
Hilary Charlesworth, Gabrielle McKinnon, 2009 Australia is often cited as the only Western nation
without a bill of rights. While this remains true at a national level, the states and territories have
recently taken the running on developing local bills of rights. The ACT adopted a Human Rights Act
in July 2004 and in 2006. Victoria enacted a Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities in January
2007. Tasmania has now moved formally to consider similar legislation. And Western Australia,
Queensland and New South Wales also seem likely to take this course. This book examines the
significance and ramifications of these radical developments. It is the first to offer a comprehensive
examination of this new form of legislation in Australia--Provided by publisher.
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: Victorian Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities , 2006
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: The Scope and Intensity of Substantive
Review Hanna Wilberg, Mark Elliott, 2015-11-26 Inspired by the work of Professor Michael Taggart,
this collection of essays from across the common law world is concerned with two separate but
related themes. First, to what extent and by what means should review on substantive grounds such
as unreasonableness be expanded and intensified? Jowell, Elliott and Varuhas all agree with Taggart
that proportionality should not 'sweep the rainbow', but propose different schemes for organising
and conceptualising substantive review. Groves and Weeks, and Hoexter evaluate the state of
substantive review in Australia and South Africa respectively. The second theme concerns the
broader (Canadian) sense of substantive review including the illegality grounds, and whether
deference should extend to these grounds. Cane and Aronson consider the relevance and impact of
different constitutional and doctrinal settings. Wilberg and Daly address questions concerning when
and how deference is to operate once it is accepted as appropriate in principle. Rights-based review
is discussed in a separate third part because it raises both of the above questions. Geiringer, Sales
and Walters examine the choices to be made in settling the approach in this area, each focusing on a
different dichotomy. Taggart's work is notable for treating these various aspects of substantive
review as parts of a broader whole, and for his search for an appropriate balance between judicial
scrutiny and administrative autonomy across this entire area. By bringing together essays on all
these topics, this volume seeks to build on that approach.
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: Think Charter , 2007
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: Human Duties and the Limits of Human Rights
Discourse Eric R. Boot, 2017-10-24 This book demonstrates the importance of a duty-based
approach to morality. The dominance of what has been labeled “rights talk” leads to the neglect of
duties without corresponding rights (e.g., duties of virtue) and stimulates the proliferation of
questionable human rights. Therefore, this book argues for a duty-based perspective on morality in
order to, first, salvage duties of virtue, and, second, counter the trend of rights-proliferation by
providing some conceptual clarity concerning rights and duties that will enable us to differentiate
between genuine and spurious rights-claims. The argument for this duty-based perspective is made
by examining two particularly contentious duties: duties to aid the global poor and civic duties.
These two duties serve as case studies and are explored from the perspectives of political theory,
jurisprudence and moral philosophy. The argument is made that both these duties can only be
adequately defined and allocated if we adopt the perspective of duties, as the predominant
perspective of rights either does not recognize them to be duties at all or else leaves their content
and allocation indefinite. This renewed focus on duties does not wish to diminish the importance of
rights. Rather, the duty-based perspective on morality will strengthen human rights discourse by
distinguishing more strictly between genuine and inauthentic rights. Furthermore, a duty-based
approach enriches our moral landscape by recognizing both duties of justice and duties of virtue.
The latter duties are not less important or supererogatory, but function as indispensable
complements to the duties prescribed by justice. In this perceptive and exceptionally lucid book, Eric
Boot argues that a duty-focused approach to morality will remedy the shortcomings he finds in the
standard accounts of human rights. The study tackles staple philosophical topics such as the



contrasts between duties of virtue and duties of justice and imperfect and perfect obligations. But
more importantly perhaps, it also confronts the practical question of what our human rights duties
are and how we ought to act on them. Boot's book is a splendid example of how philosophy can
engage and clarify real world problems. Kok-Chor Tan, Department of Philosophy, University of
Pennsylvania A lively and enjoyable defence of the importance of our having duties to fellow human
beings in severe poverty. At a time when global justice has never been more urgent, this new book
sheds much needed light. Thom Brooks, Professor of Law and Government and Head of Durham Law
School, Durham University
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: University of Tasmania Law Review , 2009
  charter of human rights and responsibilities: Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities , 2007
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