women writing about desire

Women Writing About Desire: Exploring Passion and Voice Through Literature

women writing about desire have long shaped the landscape of literature, boldly expressing the
complexities of passion, longing, and intimacy through their unique perspectives. From poetry to
novels and essays, women authors have challenged societal norms and redefined how desire is
portrayed, giving voice to experiences often marginalized or misunderstood. This exploration not only
enriches the literary world but also provides a powerful lens into the multifaceted nature of human
connection and emotion.

The Evolution of Desire in Women’s Writing

Historically, women’s expressions of desire were often constrained by cultural taboos and patriarchal
expectations. For centuries, female desire was either silenced or filtered through male perspectives,
leaving women writers with limited space to articulate their own sensuality and emotional needs.
However, as social dynamics shifted, women began reclaiming their narratives, using literature as a
means of empowerment and self-discovery.

From Silence to Voice: Early Pioneers

Women writers like Sappho, the ancient Greek poet, are some of the earliest known voices portraying
female desire with nuance and tenderness. Moving forward, authors such as the Bronté sisters and
George Sand subtly wove themes of romantic and sexual longing into their works, often challenging
societal expectations around female behavior.

In the 20th century, figures like Anais Nin and D.H. Lawrence (though male, Lawrence’s work
influenced many female writers) pushed boundaries by depicting desire in raw, unapologetic terms.
Nin’s diaries and erotica offered intimate insights into women’s sensuality, paving the way for future
generations to explore these themes more openly.

Why Women Writing About Desire Matters Today

In today’s literary scene, women writing about desire continue to break new ground, reflecting diverse
identities, experiences, and cultural backgrounds. Their work fosters empathy, challenges
stereotypes, and broadens the collective understanding of what desire means beyond traditional
narratives.

Representation and Inclusivity

Modern literature benefits immensely from the diversity of women'’s voices exploring desire. Writers



from different ethnicities, sexual orientations, and social contexts bring fresh perspectives that enrich
the dialogue around love, attraction, and intimacy. This inclusivity helps dismantle monolithic
portrayals of desire and validates a wide spectrum of experiences.

Empowering Readers Through Authenticity

When women write candidly about desire, they often provide readers with a mirror to their own
feelings and experiences. This authenticity can be profoundly validating, especially for those who
have felt isolated or misunderstood. Literature becomes a safe space where complex emotions are
acknowledged and explored without judgment.

Techniques and Styles in Portraying Desire

Women writing about desire employ a variety of literary techniques to capture the intensity and
subtlety of passion. Understanding these methods can help aspiring writers and avid readers
appreciate the depth and craftsmanship involved.

Use of Sensory Language

Desire is inherently tied to the senses—touch, taste, sight, sound, and smell. Many women authors
skillfully use vivid sensory details to immerse readers in the emotional and physical experience of
longing. This creates a visceral connection that transcends mere description.

Emotional Complexity and Inner Conflict

Desire is rarely straightforward; it often involves contradictions, uncertainties, and societal pressures.
Female writers frequently explore this complexity by delving into their characters’ inner conflicts,
fears, and vulnerabilities, adding layers of depth to their stories.

Metaphor and Symbolism

To convey the intangible nature of desire, metaphor and symbolism are common tools. Flowers, fire,
water, and other natural elements often symbolize passion or restraint, allowing writers to evoke
mood and meaning subtly and poetically.

How to Approach Writing About Desire as a Woman

For women interested in expressing desire through their writing, there are several valuable
approaches and tips that can help create authentic and compelling narratives.



Embrace Personal Experience and Imagination

Drawing from personal emotions or observations can ground stories in reality, while imagination
allows for creative exploration beyond the familiar. Balancing both can result in writing that is both
relatable and fresh.

Prioritize Emotional Honesty

Readers connect most deeply with works that feel sincere. Avoid clichés or forced dramatization;
instead, focus on conveying genuine feelings, however complex or messy they may be.

Experiment with Different Genres

Desire doesn’t belong to a single genre. Whether it’s poetry, memoir, romance, or speculative fiction,
experimenting with form can reveal new facets of desire and expand one’s creative horizons.

Consider Cultural and Social Contexts

Acknowledging the societal backdrop against which desire unfolds adds richness and realism. This
might include exploring themes of empowerment, repression, identity, or liberation, depending on the
writer’s perspective.

Notable Women Writers Who Have Shaped Desire in
Literature

Several influential women have made significant contributions to the literary exploration of desire,
inspiring countless others to follow in their footsteps.

¢ Anais Nin: Renowned for her candid diaries and erotic literature that delve into female
sexuality and emotional depth.

e Toni Morrison: Through poetic prose, Morrison explores desire entwined with identity, race,
and history.

e Marguerite Duras: Her minimalist style captures the intensity and ambiguity of passion and
memory.

e Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: Addresses desire within the context of cultural expectations and
personal freedom.

¢ Jeanette Winterson: Explores queer desire and challenges traditional narratives around love



and gender.

The Impact of Women Writing About Desire on Society

The ripple effects of women writing openly about desire extend beyond literature. These narratives
influence cultural conversations about gender, sexuality, and personal agency, encouraging broader
acceptance and understanding.

Shaping Feminist Discourse

By articulating their desires, women writers assert control over their bodies and stories, challenging
patriarchal norms and contributing to feminist movements. Their work often intersects with activism,
advocating for sexual freedom and equality.

Fostering Empathy and Connection

Stories of desire can bridge divides by highlighting universal human emotions. When readers engage
with these narratives, they develop empathy for experiences different from their own, fostering
compassion and social cohesion.

Encouraging New Generations of Writers

Visibility of women writing candidly about desire inspires emerging writers to explore their own voices
fearlessly. This creates a vibrant, evolving literary tradition that continues to push boundaries and
celebrate complexity.

Challenges Faced by Women Writing About Desire

Despite progress, women writers addressing desire often confront obstacles, including censorship,
stigma, and critical scrutiny.

Societal Taboos and Censorship

In many cultures, openly discussing female desire remains taboo, leading to self-censorship or
external censorship. Writers may face backlash or marginalization for transgressing perceived norms.



Gendered Criticism

Women authors are sometimes judged more harshly than their male counterparts when writing about
sexuality, with critiques often focusing on morality rather than literary merit.

Balancing Vulnerability and Privacy

Writing about desire can be deeply personal, raising concerns about vulnerability and privacy.
Navigating this balance requires courage and careful consideration.

Final Thoughts on Women Writing About Desire

The ongoing journey of women writing about desire is a testament to the power of storytelling to
evolve and transform. Through their words, women open doors to richer emotional landscapes,
challenge conventions, and invite readers into intimate realms of passion and self-understanding. This
literary tradition continues to thrive, inviting both writers and readers to explore desire with honesty,
complexity, and heart.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes do women commonly explore when writing
about desire?

Women writing about desire often explore themes such as emotional intimacy, empowerment,
vulnerability, identity, and the complexities of romantic and sexual relationships.

How has the portrayal of female desire evolved in literature?

The portrayal of female desire has evolved from being largely suppressed or idealized to more open,
diverse, and nuanced expressions that embrace sexuality, agency, and personal fulfillment.

Why is it important to have women write about desire?

It is important because women's perspectives on desire challenge stereotypes, provide authentic
narratives, and contribute to a broader understanding of human experience beyond male-centric
viewpoints.

Can writing about desire empower women writers?

Yes, writing about desire can be empowering for women writers as it allows them to reclaim their
voices, express their truths, and challenge societal taboos surrounding female sexuality.



What impact does women'’s writing about desire have on
readers?

Women'’s writing about desire can validate readers' experiences, foster empathy, inspire self-
discovery, and encourage open conversations about sexuality and emotional needs.

Additional Resources

Women Writing About Desire: Exploring Female Perspectives in Literature and Beyond

women writing about desire have long contributed a vital and nuanced voice to the landscape of
literature, challenging traditional narratives and broadening understandings of human longing. This
exploration of desire from female perspectives not only reshapes cultural conversations around
sexuality and intimacy but also reflects deeper social and psychological currents. As modern
discourse increasingly embraces diverse expressions of identity and emotion, the contributions of
women authors writing about desire have gained renewed attention and critical acclaim.

The Evolution of Female Desire in Literature

The depiction of desire in literature has historically been filtered through predominantly male
viewpoints, often marginalizing or simplifying female experience. Women writing about desire
confront this legacy, crafting narratives that reveal the complexity, contradictions, and vitality of
female longing. From early works such as those by Anais Nin and Colette to contemporary voices like
Roxane Gay and Carmen Maria Machado, there is a clear trajectory of expanding thematic richness
and stylistic innovation.

Female authors have used desire as a lens through which to examine power dynamics, identity, and
emotional truth. Unlike traditional portrayals that often frame women’s desire as passive or
secondary, these writers foreground agency and introspection. This shift challenges stereotypes and
invites readers to reconsider assumptions about gender and sexuality.

Breaking Taboos and Reclaiming Narratives

Women writing about desire frequently engage with taboo subjects—ranging from sexual autonomy
and pleasure to forbidden love and non-normative relationships. By doing so, they dismantle societal
constraints and open space for authentic self-expression. For example, the frankness in erotic
memoirs and fiction by female authors often contrasts sharply with earlier censored or coded
representations.

This reclamation has important cultural implications. It fosters greater visibility for diverse
experiences of desire, including those of LGBTQ+ women and women of color, thereby enriching the
literary canon and promoting inclusivity. Furthermore, it encourages dialogue about consent,
emotional complexity, and the intersection of desire with other aspects of identity.



Stylistic and Thematic Features of Women Writing
About Desire

The stylistic approaches women employ to write about desire are as varied as the experiences they
depict. Some authors adopt lyrical, poetic prose that evokes the sensual and ephemeral nature of
desire, while others use stark realism or experimental narrative structures to confront the reader
more directly.

Several recurring themes emerge in this body of work:

e Intimacy and Vulnerability: Exploring the delicate balance between emotional openness and
self-protection.

e Power and Consent: Examining how desire intersects with control, negotiation, and respect
within relationships.

* Identity and Self-Discovery: Using desire as a pathway to understanding oneself beyond
societal roles.

¢ Intersectionality: Highlighting how race, class, sexuality, and culture influence experiences of
desire.

Such themes not only enrich literary content but also have pedagogical value, informing academic
discussions and therapeutic practices around female sexuality and relational dynamics.

Comparisons with Male Perspectives on Desire

When analyzing women writing about desire alongside male-authored texts on similar themes,
notable contrasts surface. Male narratives often emphasize conquest or external validation, whereas
female narratives tend to delve into relational complexity and internal emotional landscapes. This
does not imply a monolithic approach from either gender but highlights prevailing cultural patterns in
storytelling.

Moreover, female authors typically foreground the psychological dimensions of desire, exploring how
it shapes self-worth and social interactions. This approach invites readers into a more empathetic and
holistic understanding of desire, moving beyond physicality toward a multidimensional human
experience.

The Impact of Digital Media on Women Writing About
Desire

The rise of digital platforms has transformed how women write about and disseminate narratives of



desire. Blogs, social media, and online journals provide accessible spaces for sharing personal stories
and creative works outside traditional publishing gatekeepers. This democratization allows for a
broader range of voices and fosters communities of support and dialogue.

At the same time, the digital environment presents challenges around privacy, censorship, and the

commodification of female desire. Women writing about desire online must navigate these tensions,
balancing authenticity with safety and agency.

New Genres and Formats Emerging Online

Several innovative forms have flourished in the digital context:

e Erotic Fan Fiction: Women authors reimagining desire in popular culture narratives.
* Confessional Essays: Intimate reflections on personal experiences of longing and sexuality.

¢ Visual Storytelling: Combining text with multimedia to convey layered expressions of desire.

These formats expand the possibilities for creative expression and audience engagement, reflecting
contemporary shifts in how desire is understood and communicated.

Challenges and Opportunities in Publishing Women'’s
Writing on Desire

Despite progress, women writing about desire continue to face hurdles in the literary marketplace.
Stigma around erotic content and gender biases can limit publication opportunities or lead to
disproportionate scrutiny. However, niche presses, independent publishers, and feminist literary
movements have created more inclusive spaces.

Readers’ growing appetite for authentic, diverse stories represents a significant opportunity. The

intersection of feminism and market trends has encouraged publishers to embrace works that explore
female sexuality with depth and honesty.

Pros and Cons of Market Trends

1. Pros: Increased visibility, more varied narratives, and greater reader engagement.

2. Cons: Risk of commercialization diluting complexity, potential for sensationalism, and ongoing
cultural resistance.



Balancing artistic integrity with commercial viability remains an ongoing negotiation for authors and
publishers alike.

Women writing about desire continue to shape and redefine cultural understandings of longing,
intimacy, and identity. Their contributions enrich literature and offer vital insights into the human
condition, ensuring that the full spectrum of desire is explored with authenticity and courage.
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women writing about desire: Wanting Margot Kahn, Kelly McMasters, 2023-02-14 An
intimate and empowering anthology of essays that explore the changing face of female desire in
whip-smart, sensuous prose, with pieces by Tara Conklin, Camille Dungy, Melissa Febos, Lisa
Taddeo, and others What is desire? And what are its rules? In this daring collection, award-winning
and emerging female writers share their innermost longings, in turn dismantling both personal and
political constructs of what desire is or can be. In the opening essay, Larissa Pham unearths the
ache beneath all her wants: time. Rena Priest’s desire for a pair of five-hundred-dollar cowboy boots
spurs a reckoning with her childhood on the rez and the fraught history of her hometown. Other
pieces in the collection turn cultural tropes around dating, sex, and romance on their heads—Angela
Cardinale tries dating as a divorced mother of two in the California suburbs only to discover sweet
solace in being alone; Keyanah B. Nurse finds power in polyamory; and when Joanna Rakoff spots a
former lover at a bar, the heat between them unravels her family as she is pulled into his orbit—an
undoing, she decides, that’s worth everything. Including pieces by Tara Conklin, Torrey Peters,
Camille Dungy, Melissa Febos, Lisa Taddeo, and so many others, these candid and insightful essays
tackle the complicated knot of women’s desire. Featuring essays by Elisa Albert, Kristen Arnett,
Molly McCully Brown, Angela Cardinale, Tara Conklin, Sonia Maria David, Jennifer De Leon, Camille
T. Dungy, Melissa Febos, Amber Flame, Amy Gall, Aracelis Girmay, Sonora Jha, Nicole Hardy, Laura
Joyce-Hubbard, TaraShea Nesbit, Keyanah B. Nurse, Torrey Peters, Amanda Petrusich, Larissa
Pham, Rena Priest, Joanna Rakoff, Karen Russell, Domenica Ruta, Susan Shapiro, Terese Svoboda,
Lisa Taddeo, Ann Tashi Slater, Abigail Thomas, Merritt Tierce, Michelle Wildgen, Jane Wong, and
Teresa Wong

women writing about desire: Women's Writing in Twenty-First-Century France Gill Rye,
Amaleena Damlé, 2013-04-15 Women's Writing in Twenty-First Century France is the first
book-length publication on women-authored literature of this period, and comprises a collection of
challenging critical essays that engage with the themes, trends and issues, and with the writers and
their texts, of the first decade of the twenty-first century. PART ONE: Women’s Writing in
Twenty-First-Century France: Trends and Issues 1. Women’s writing in twenty-first-century France:
introduction, Amaleena Damlé and Gill Rye 2. What ‘passes’?: French women writers and translation
into English, Lynn Penrod 3. What women read: contemporary women'’s writing and the bestseller,
Diana Holmes PART TWO: Society, Culture, Family 4. Vichy, Jews, enfants cachés: French women
writers look back, Lucille Cairns 5. Wives and daughters in literary works representing the harkis,
Susan Ireland 6. (Not) seeing things: Marie NDiaye, (negative) hallucination and ‘blank’ métissage,
Andrew Asibong 7. Rediscovering the absent father, a question of recognition: Despentes, Tardieu,
Lori Saint-Martin 8. Babykillers: Véronique Olmi and Laurence Tardieu on motherhood, Natalie
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Edwards PART THREE: Body, Life, Text 9. The becoming of anorexia and text in Amélie Nothomb’s
Robert des noms propres and Delphine de Vigan'’s Jours sans faim, Amaleena Damlé 10. The
human-animal in Ananda Devi’s texts: towards an ethics of hybridity?, Ashwiny O. Kistnareddy 11.
Embodiment, environment and the re-invention of self in Nina Bouraoui’s life-writing, Helen Vassallo
12. Irreverent revelations: women'’s confessional practices of the extreme contemporary, Barbara
Havercroft 13. Contamination anxiety in Annie Ernaux’s twenty-first-century texts, Simon Kemp
PART FOUR: Experiments, Interfaces, Aesthetics 14. Experience and experiment in the work of
Marie Darrieussecq, Helena Chadderton 15. Interfaces: verbal/visual experiment in new women's
writing in French, Shirley Jordan 16. ‘Autofiction + x = ?’: Chloé Delaume’s experimental
self-representations, Deborah B. Gaensbauer 17. Beyond Antoinette Fouque (Il y a deux sexes) and
beyond Virginie Despentes (King Kong théorie)? Anne Garréta’s sphinxes, Owen Heathcote 18.
Amélie the aesthete: art and politics in the world of Amélie Nothomb, Anna Kemp 19. Conclusion,
Amaleena Damlé and Gill Rye

women writing about desire: Desiring Women Writing Jonathan Goldberg, 1997 In a set of
readings ranging from early-sixteenth- through late-seventeenth-century texts, this book aims to
resituate women[Js writing in the English Renaissance by studying the possibilities available to these
writers by virtue of their positions in their culture and by their articulation of a variety of desires
(including the desire to write) not bound by the usual prescriptions that limited women. The book is
in three parts. The first part begins by pursuing linkages between feminine virtue and the canonical
status of texts written by women of the period. It then confronts some received opinions and opens
up new possibilities of evaluation through readings of Aemelia Lanyer[]s Salve Deus Rex Judaeorum
and poems, plays, and fiction by Aphra Behn. The second part studies translation as an allowed (and
therefore potentially devalued) sphere for women[Js writing, and offers accounts of Margaret
Roperf]s translation of Erasmus and Mary Sidney[Js of Petrarch to show ways in which such work
makes a central claim in Renaissance culture. In the third part, the author explores the thematics
and practices of writing as exemplified in the women[Js hands in an early Tudor manuscript and
through the character of Graphina in Elizabeth Cary[]s Mariam. Throughout, possibilities for these
writers are seen to arise from the conjunction of their gender with their status as aristocrats or from
their proximity to centers of power, even if this involves the [Jdebasement[] of prostitution for Lanyer
or the perils of the marketplace for Behn. The author argues that moves outside the restriction of
domesticity opened up opportunities for affirming female sexuality and for a range of desires not
confined to marriage and procreation[]desires that move across race in Oroonoko; that imagine
female same-gender relations, often in proximity to male desires directed at other men; that
implicate incestuous desires, even inflecting them anally, as in Roper{]s Devout Treatise.

women writing about desire: Early Modern Women's Writing and the Future of Literary
History Lara Dodds, Michelle M. Dowd, 2025-02-03 Early Modern Women's Writing and the Future
of Literary History demonstrates that a full accounting of early modern women's literary and
creative activities is necessary to the future of literary studies writ large. Despite benefiting from a
rich body of scholarship and diverse critical practices, early modern women's writing is still treated
as an optional or secondary component of Renaissance literary studies as a whole. In this book,
Dodds and Dowd offer a state-of-the-field assessment of the critical and theoretical debates that
have resulted in this state of affairs in order to advance specific visions for the future. Dodds and
Dowd examine how perennial questions about authorship, canon, and literary value have historically
influenced scholarship on early modern women's writing and its place within literary studies. Early
modern women's writing has been perceived as belated, out of sync with dominant critical trends.
Dodds and Dowd show the belatedness of early modern women's writing to be a happy accident that
positions women's writing as a resource for the renewal of literary history. In both the classroom
and in scholarship, early modern women's writing shows the way forward for the field, whether in
the revitalization of formalist approaches to literature through an alliance with feminism or in the
integration of newer critical methodologies such as premodern critical race studies. This book
demonstrates that a feminist literary history that places women's writing at its center is essential to




the future of English Renaissance literary studies. There is, in other words, no history of English
Renaissance literature without women writers.

women writing about desire: Women Writing and Writing about Women Mary Jacobus,
2012-08-21 This innovative collection of contemporary essays in feminist literary criticism provides a
spectrum of approaches and positions, united by their common focus on writing by and about
women. Spanning the novel, poetry, drama, film and criticism, the contributors emphasise some of
the problems of theory and practice posed by writing as a woman and by women'’s representation in
literature. The subjects of individual essays range from the nineteenth and twentieth century novel
to avant-garde film, and from Victorian women poets to Russian women poets of today. Drawing on
disciplines as diverse as structuralism, psychoanalysis, semiotics, socio-linguistics and Marxist
analyses of literature, the essays suggest the variety and vigour of contemporary feminist literary
criticism, as well as representing some of the debates currently animating it. Topics of common
concern range from the nature of a women'’s tradition in literature to the scope and method of
feminist literary criticism itself. Successfully bridging the gap between literary criticism and literary
production, the scope of this collection will be of considerable interest to those concerned with
current developments in literary criticism as well as to those in the field of women'’s studies.

women writing about desire: The End of Transgression in Japanese Women’s Writing David S.
Holloway, 2024-12-31 This book argues for a new articulation of the ways in which transgression is
theorized in contemporary literature by Japanese women. Exploring the rhetorical and discursive
mechanics of literary “bad girls” from fiction produced during the millennial turn (1990-2010), the
book contends that women writers today deploy truant, unruly, restless, and aggressive female
protagonists not to challenge the status quo but rather to reaffirm it. While Japanese women’s fiction
has long been invested in cultivating an uncomfortable politics of opposition through “unladylike”
themes such as sex, sexuality, and violence, the book argues that today authors turn to such acts of
defiance to quietly advocate for the primacy of Japanese social order. Showing how transgression
has not only lost its political and disruptive valence in contemporary women's fiction, this book
further reveals how discourses of dissent can be retooled to promote a conservative worldview. A
fascinating literary analysis which reads Japanese literature in relation to the receding value of
rebellion today, this book will be of huge interest to students and scholars of Japanese literature,
gender, and cultural studies.

women writing about desire: Eighteenth-Century Women's Writing and the Methodist
Media Revolution Andrew O. Winckles, 2019-11-05 This book traces specific cases of how
evangelical and Methodist discourse practices interacted with major cultural and literary events
during the long eighteenth century, from the rise of the novel to the Revolution controversy of the
1790s to the shifting ground for women writers leading up to the Reform era in the 1830s.

women writing about desire: Women’s Writing Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2023-06-23 Analyses
literature by women and its role in feminist thought.

women writing about desire: Threads of Resonance: Narratives by Indian Women Writing in
English Dr.Bhagyalaxmi, 2025-03-29 Threads of Resonance: Narratives by Indian Women Writing in
English is a compelling anthology that brings together a diverse collection of stories, essays, and
poems penned by Indian women authors. This compilation delves into the multifaceted experiences
of Indian women, exploring themes such as identity, tradition, modernity, and the intricate balance
between personal desires and societal expectations. The narratives traverse various landscapes,
from bustling urban centers to serene rural settings, offering readers a panoramic view of India's
cultural and social milieu. The anthology features works from both renowned and emerging writers,
providing a platform for a multitude of voices and perspectives. Each piece is a testament to the
resilience, creativity, and introspection of Indian women, capturing the essence of their struggles,
triumphs, and everyday lives. Through rich storytelling and poetic expression, Threads of Resonance
not only entertains but also prompts reflection on the evolving roles of women in contemporary
Indian society.

women writing about desire: British Women's Writing in the Long Eighteenth Century ]J.



Batchelor, C. Kaplan, 2005-07-25 A constellation of new essays on authorship, politics and history,
British Women's Writing in the Long Eighteenth Century: Authorship, Politics and History presents
the latest thinking about the debates raised by scholarship on gender and women's writing in the
long eighteenth century. The essays highlight the ways in which women writers were key to the
creation of the worlds of politics and letters in the period, reading the possibilities and limits of their
engagement in those worlds as more complex and nuanced than earlier paradigms would suggest.
Contributors include Norma Clarke, Janet Todd, Brian Southam , Harriet Guest, Isobel Grundy and
Felicity Nussbaum. Published in association with the Chawton House Library, Hampshire - for more
information, visit http://www.chawton.org/

women writing about desire: French Women's Writing 1848-1994 Diana Holmes, 2000-01-12
A wide range of French women writers are surveyed, including Sand, Colette, Beauvoir and Duras
among the canonized, and many marginalized or forgotten and contemporary names not yet widely
known outside France. These writers are seen within the political, economic and cultural context of
women's lives and how these have changed across a century-and-a-half. Underpinning the whole
account is the relationship between gender and language, between politics sexual and textual.

women writing about desire: Female Subjectivity in Women's Writing Hatice Yurttas,
2023-09-21 This volume discusses how Angela Carter’s Nights at the Circus, Margaret Atwood's The
Blind Assassin, and A.S. Byatt’s “Morpho Eugenia” approach the question of female subjectivity and
how they relate this question to language and literature. It shows that the conscious intertextuality
and genre transgressions in these writings reflect the authors’ awareness of the woman writer’s
problematic position in the literary tradition which does not allow woman a subject position. In this
discussion, Luce Irigaray’s criticism of language and theory as the producer and ally of the
patriarchal order is used as the main reference point. The book reads these in the light of Irigaray’s
analyses of how language creates the category of woman. It highlights that Atwood and Carter are
more in accord with Irigaray’s insistence on a language that can produce a female subjectivity by
acknowledging, representing and symbolizing the desire of, and for, the mother, while Byatt, on the
other hand, suffices with deconstructing the male subject without devising a subjective identity for
women.

women writing about desire: Transformations of Domesticity in Modern Women's
Writing T. Foster, 2002-11-05 Transformations of Domesticity in Modern Women's Writing makes
new connections between feminist criticism of domestic ideology in the nineteenth century,
modernist women's experiments with literary form, contemporary feminist debates about the politics
of location, and postmodern theories of social space. The book identifies a coherent transition of
women's writing that transforms domestic ideologies of 'woman's place' by redefining the ideas
about space that underlie that ideology. The result is to open the space of gender identity to new
relations of class and race.

women writing about desire: The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern Women's Writing in
English, 1540-1700 Elizabeth Scott-Baumann, Danielle Clarke, Sarah C. E. Ross, 2022 A Handbook
on early modern women's writing that combines new developments in historical and critical research
with theoretical and conceptual approaches.

women writing about desire: Diaspora Poetics and Homing in South Asian Women's
Writing Shilpa Daithota Bhat, 2018-03-14 This anthology of essays, deliberates chiefly on the notion
of locating home through the lens of the mythical idea of Trishanku, implying in-between space and
homing, in diaspora women'’s narratives, associated with the South Asian region. The idea of
in-between space has been used differently in various cultures but gesture prominently on the
connotation of ‘hanging’ between worlds. Historically, imperialism and the indentured/ ‘grimit’
system, triggered dispersal of labourers to the various colonies of the British. Of course, this was not
the only cause of international migratory processes. The partition of India and Pakistan led to large
scale migration. There was Punjabi migration to Canada. Several Indians, particularly the Gujaratis
travelled to Africa for business reasons. South Indians travelled to the Gulf for employment. There
were migrations to East Asian countries under the kangani system. Again, these were not the only




reasons. The process of demographic movement from South Asia, has been complex due to
innumerable push-pull factors. The subsequent generations of migrants included the twice, thrice
(and likewise) displaced members of the diaspora. Racial denigration and Orientalist perceptions
plagued their lives. They belonged to various ethnicities and races, inhabited marginalized spaces
and strived to acculturate in the host society. Complete cultural assimilation was not possible,
creating layered and hyphenated identities. These intricate social processes resulted in
amalgamation and cross-pollination of cultures, inter-racial relationships and hybridization in all
terrains of culture—language, music, fashion, cuisine and so on. Situated in this matrix was the
notion of Home—a special personal space which an individual could feel as belonging to, very
strongly. Nostalgia, loss of home, culture shock and interracial encounters problematized this
discernment of belongingness and home. These multifarious themes have been captured by women
writers from the South Asian region and this book looks at the various aspects related to negotiating
home in their narratives.

women writing about desire: Indigenous Women's Writing and the Cultural Study of
Law Cheryl Suzack, 2017-05-08 In Indigenous Women’s Writing and the Cultural Study of Law,
Cheryl Suzack explores Indigenous women’s writing in the post-civil rights period through
close-reading analysis of major texts by Leslie Marmon Silko, Beatrice Culleton Mosionier, Louise
Erdrich, and Winona LaDuke. Working within a transnational framework that compares multiple
tribal national contexts and U.S.-Canadian settler colonialism, Suzack sheds light on how these
Indigenous writers use storytelling to engage in social justice activism by contesting discriminatory
tribal membership codes, critiquing the dispossession of Indigenous women from their children,
challenging dehumanizing blood quantum codes, and protesting colonial forms of land dispossession.
Each chapter in this volume aligns a court case with a literary text to show how literature
contributes to self-determination struggles. Situated at the intersections of critical race, Indigenous
feminist, and social justice theories, Indigenous Women'’s Writing and the Cultural Study of Law
crafts an Indigenous-feminist literary model in order to demonstrate how Indigenous women
respond to the narrow vision of law by recuperating other relationships-to themselves, the land, the
community, and the settler-nation.

women writing about desire: The History of British Women's Writing, 1750-1830 ]. Labbe,
2010-08-20 This period witnessed the first full flowering of women's writing in Britain. This
illuminating volume features leading scholars who draw upon the last 25 years of scholarship and
textual recovery to demonstrate the literary and cultural significance of women in the period,
discussing writers such as Austen, Wollstonecraft and Mary Shelley.

women writing about desire: Feminist Formalism and Early Modern Women's Writing
Lara Dodds, Michelle M. Dowd, 2022-05 This volume examines the relationship between gender and
form in early modern women'’s writing by exploring women'’s debts to and appropriations of different
literary genres and offering practical suggestions for the teaching of women'’s texts.

women writing about desire: Black Women’s Writing Gina Wisker, 1992-12-18 This book
contains a lively and wide ranging collection of critical essays on Black women's writing from
Afro-American, African, South African, British and Caribbean novelists, poets, short story writers
and a dramatist. The contributors are black and white, female and male, academics and readers who
chart their engagement with and enjoyment of the texts of some of the key figures in black women's
writing across several continents.

women writing about desire: Women'’s writing in contemporary France Gill Rye, Michael
Worton, 2018-07-30 This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons
(BY-NC-ND) open access license. The 1990s witnessed an explosion in women’s writing in France,
with a particularly exciting new generation of writer’s coming to the fore, such as Christine Angot,
Marie Darrieussecq and Regine Detambel. Other authors such as Paule Constant, Sylvie Germain,
Marie Redonnet and Leila Sebbar, who had begun publishing in the 1980s, claimed their mainstream
status in the 1990s with new texts. The book provides an up-to-date introduction to an analysis of
new women’s writing in contemporary France, including both new writers of the 1990s and their




more established counter-parts. The editors’ incisive introduction situates these authors and their
texts at the centre of the current trends and issues concerning French literary production today,
whilst fifteen original essays focus on individual writers. The volume includes specialist
bibliographies on each writer, incorporating English translations, major interviews, and key critical
studies. Quotations are given in both French and English throughout. An invaluable study resource,
this book is written in a clear and accessible style and will be of interest to the general reader as
well as to students of all levels, to teachers of a wide range of courses on French culture, and to
specialist researchers of French and Francophone literature.
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