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Oral Language Proficiency Test: Unlocking the Power of Spoken Communication

Oral language proficiency test plays a pivotal role in assessing an individual's ability to communicate
effectively in a particular language. Whether you're learning a new language, applying for a job, or
seeking academic opportunities abroad, demonstrating strong spoken language skills can open many doors.
Unlike written exams, oral language proficiency tests focus on real-time speaking and listening abilities,
providing a more dynamic and practical measure of how well someone can interact in everyday or
professional situations.

In this article, we’ll explore what an oral language proficiency test entails, why it matters, the different
types of tests available, and practical tips to prepare and excel. If you've ever wondered how these tests
work or how to improve your spoken language skills, keep reading!

What Is an Oral Language Proficiency Test?

An oral language proficiency test evaluates a person’s ability to speak and understand a language fluently
and accurately. It typically measures several components of spoken communication, including
pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. These tests are designed to assess how
well candidates can express themselves and respond to questions or prompts in conversational or formal
settings.

Unlike written exams that focus on reading and writing, oral language tests capture the nuances of verbal
interaction — such as intonation, stress, and natural flow — which are crucial for effective communication.
Many language certification programs, schools, and employers use these assessments to ensure candidates
have the necessary spoken skills for specific roles or environments.

Why Is Oral Language Proficiency Important?

Mastering oral language skills goes beyond knowing grammar rules or vocabulary lists. It’s about being able
to convey ideas clearly, engage in meaningful conversations, and adapt to different contexts. Here’s why
oral language proficiency is vital:

Practical communication: Everyday interactions, from ordering food to conducting business meetings,
rely heavily on spoken language.



Academic success: Many academic programs require presentations, group discussions, and oral exams.

Employment opportunities: Jobs that involve customer service, teaching, or international
collaboration often demand strong spoken language abilities.

Cultural integration: Being proficient in speaking helps individuals connect with native speakers and
understand cultural nuances.

Common Types of Oral Language Proficiency Tests

There are various oral language proficiency tests designed for different languages and purposes. Some are
internationally recognized, while others cater to specific institutions or industries.

Internationally Recognized Tests

IELTS Speaking Test: Part of the International English Language Testing System, this test evaluates
English speaking skills through a face-to-face interview.

TOEFL Speaking Section: Focuses on academic English speaking ability, often required by
universities.

OPI (Oral Proficiency Interview): Conducted by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL), this interview-based test assesses conversational ability across various languages.

DELE Speaking Test: For Spanish learners, the Diplomas de Español como Lengua Extranjera
includes an oral component.

Industry-Specific and School-Based Assessments

Many organizations develop their own oral language proficiency tests tailored to job roles or academic
programs. For example, healthcare institutions might test non-native English speakers for communication
skills with patients, while schools may conduct oral exams to evaluate language progress.



How Oral Language Proficiency Tests Are Structured

While formats vary depending on the test and language, typical oral language proficiency assessments
share some common elements:

Interview or Conversation

Most tests include an interview segment where the examiner asks questions or prompts discussion topics.
This allows candidates to demonstrate spontaneous speaking, vocabulary use, and ability to maintain a
conversation.

Picture or Situation Descriptions

Candidates may be asked to describe images, narrate a story, or explain a process, which helps assess
descriptive language and coherence.

Role-Plays and Simulations

Some tests simulate real-life situations, such as booking a hotel room or handling a customer complaint, to
evaluate practical communication skills.

Listening and Responding

Often, candidates listen to audio clips or statements and respond orally, testing comprehension and
appropriate replies.

Tips to Prepare for an Oral Language Proficiency Test

Preparing for an oral language proficiency test requires practice, confidence, and familiarity with the test
format. Here are some effective strategies:

Practice speaking regularly: Engage in conversations with native speakers or language partners to
build fluency.



Record yourself: Listening to your own voice helps identify pronunciation errors and improve
intonation.

Expand vocabulary: Learn topic-specific words and phrases that might come up during the test.

Familiarize with common question types: Review sample questions or past test materials to reduce
anxiety.

Work on pronunciation and clarity: Focus on clear articulation rather than speed.

Practice thinking in the language: This reduces translation delays and improves spontaneity.

Using Technology to Enhance Preparation

Language learning apps, online tutors, and speech recognition software can be valuable tools. Many
platforms offer mock oral tests and instant feedback, helping learners track progress and adjust their practice
routines.

Understanding Scoring and Levels in Oral Language Proficiency
Tests

Most oral language proficiency tests use a scale or descriptive levels to categorize speaking ability. These
range from beginner (limited ability) to advanced (near-native fluency). For example, the ACTFL OPI
rating scale includes levels such as Novice, Intermediate, Advanced, and Superior.

Knowing your target score and what each level represents can help tailor your study plan. It’s also
important to understand that examiners look for not only grammatical accuracy but also communication
effectiveness, coherence, and cultural appropriateness.

Challenges Faced During Oral Language Proficiency Tests

Many test-takers find the oral component intimidating due to nervousness or lack of confidence. Common
challenges include:



Speaking under time pressure: Limited time to think and respond can cause hesitation.

Pronunciation difficulties: Mispronouncing words can affect clarity.

Limited vocabulary: Struggling to find the right words leads to awkward pauses.

Understanding questions: Misinterpreting prompts may result in off-topic answers.

Overcoming these challenges typically involves consistent practice, exposure to natural speech, and
developing coping strategies such as asking for clarification.

The Role of Oral Language Proficiency Tests in Language
Learning

Far from being just a hurdle, oral language proficiency tests can serve as motivating milestones in your
language learning journey. They provide concrete goals and feedback that highlight strengths and areas for
improvement.

Many educators incorporate these tests into curricula to encourage active speaking practice rather than
passive studying. For learners, preparing for an oral exam often accelerates conversational skills, boosts
confidence, and enhances overall language competence.

---

If you're preparing for an oral language proficiency test, remember that communication is about
connection, not perfection. Approaching the test with a mindset of sharing ideas and engaging with your
examiner can transform a nerve-wracking experience into a rewarding one. With steady practice and the
right strategies, strong spoken language skills are within your reach.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an oral language proficiency test?
An oral language proficiency test is an assessment designed to evaluate a person's ability to speak and
understand a language in real-life communication scenarios.



Why are oral language proficiency tests important?
They are important because they measure practical speaking and listening skills, which are essential for
effective communication in academic, professional, and social contexts.

What skills are typically assessed in an oral language proficiency test?
These tests typically assess pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary usage, grammar, comprehension, and the
ability to respond appropriately in conversations.

How can one prepare for an oral language proficiency test?
Preparation can include practicing speaking with native speakers, listening to conversations in the target
language, expanding vocabulary, and taking mock oral tests to improve confidence and fluency.

What are some common formats of oral language proficiency tests?
Common formats include one-on-one interviews, role-plays, picture description tasks, storytelling, and
responding to questions or prompts to demonstrate language ability.

Additional Resources
Oral Language Proficiency Test: A Critical Measure of Spoken Communication Skills

oral language proficiency test serves as an essential tool in assessing an individual’s ability to communicate
effectively in a spoken language. Whether for academic placement, professional certification, immigration
processes, or language learning assessment, these tests evaluate how well candidates can comprehend,
produce, and interact using spoken language. In today’s globalized world, where multilingual
communication is increasingly vital, understanding the nuances and applications of oral language
proficiency tests is crucial for educators, employers, and policymakers alike.

Understanding the Oral Language Proficiency Test

At its core, an oral language proficiency test measures a person’s ability to speak and understand a language
in real-time conversations. Unlike written exams that focus on grammar, vocabulary, and comprehension
through text, oral assessments emphasize pronunciation, fluency, listening skills, and interactive
communication. These tests often simulate practical scenarios, such as interviews, discussions, or role-plays,
providing a dynamic environment to evaluate communicative competence.

The structure and format of oral language proficiency tests vary widely depending on the language



assessed and the purpose of the evaluation. For example, tests like the Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI)
administered by ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) adopt a conversational
approach, where a certified tester engages the candidate in dialogue to determine proficiency levels.
Meanwhile, other standardized tests, such as IELTS Speaking or TOEFL Speaking sections, combine
structured questions with spontaneous responses to gauge oral skills.

Key Features and Components

An effective oral language proficiency test typically assesses several dimensions:

Pronunciation and Intelligibility: How clearly and accurately the test-taker produces sounds and
words.

Fluency: The natural flow of speech without excessive hesitation or repetition.

Vocabulary and Grammar: The range and correctness of language used during communication.

Comprehension and Response: Ability to understand spoken questions or prompts and respond
appropriately.

Interactive Communication: Skill in maintaining conversations, including turn-taking and repairing
misunderstandings.

These criteria help examiners assign proficiency levels, often aligned with internationally recognized scales
such as the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) or ACTFL’s proficiency
guidelines.

Applications and Importance in Various Contexts

The oral language proficiency test is widely utilized across multiple sectors, each with distinct
requirements and implications.

Academic Placement and Progression

Educational institutions frequently employ oral proficiency assessments to place students in appropriate



language courses or to satisfy graduation requirements. For example, universities offering foreign language
majors or bilingual education programs may require incoming students to demonstrate a certain level of
oral proficiency. This ensures that learners are neither overwhelmed by advanced material nor bored by
content that is too elementary.

In addition, oral exams can serve as benchmarks for language acquisition progress, helping educators tailor
instruction to meet individual student needs. The dynamic nature of spoken language means that written
tests alone cannot fully capture a learner's communicative abilities, making oral assessments indispensable.

Professional Certification and Employment

In many professional fields, the ability to communicate orally in a specific language is critical. Healthcare
workers, customer service representatives, and international business professionals, for instance, must
demonstrate proficiency in spoken language to perform their duties effectively.

Oral language proficiency tests often form part of certification processes or job screening. Passing these tests
can open doors to employment opportunities, promotions, or professional licensing. For example, medical
practitioners seeking to work in English-speaking countries may need to pass oral components of language
proficiency exams to ensure patient safety and effective communication.

Immigration and Citizenship Requirements

Governments around the world increasingly mandate oral language proficiency tests as part of immigration
and naturalization procedures. Speaking and understanding the official language(s) of a country is viewed as
a crucial step towards integration.

Tests like the Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Program (CELPIP) or the UK’s Life in the
UK test include oral components designed to verify that applicants can engage in everyday conversations.
These assessments help immigration authorities gauge applicants' readiness to participate in society and
access services.

Comparative Analysis of Popular Oral Language Proficiency
Tests

The landscape of oral language proficiency testing includes a variety of established exams, each with
unique methodologies and scoring systems.



ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI)

The ACTFL OPI is a widely respected, interviewer-led test that categorizes speakers from “Novice” to
“Superior” levels. It is prized for its flexible, conversational format that adapts to the test-taker’s ability,
making it suitable for diverse language backgrounds. However, it requires certified testers, which can
increase costs and limit accessibility.

IELTS Speaking Test

Part of the International English Language Testing System (IELTS), the Speaking Test lasts 11-14 minutes
and consists of three parts: introduction and interview, a short speech, and a two-way discussion. It is
standardized and globally recognized, making it essential for academic admissions and professional
registrations. Its strength lies in balancing structure with spontaneity, though some candidates find the
formal setting intimidating.

TOEFL Speaking Section

The TOEFL Speaking section evaluates English proficiency in academic contexts and is delivered via
computer with recorded responses. This format allows for consistent scoring and wide accessibility but can
lack the interactive element of a live conversation, potentially affecting the assessment of real-life
communicative competence.

Challenges and Considerations in Oral Language Testing

Despite their importance, oral language proficiency tests face certain challenges that impact reliability and
validity.

Subjectivity in Scoring

Oral assessments often involve human raters whose judgments may vary. Although rubrics and training
aim to minimize discrepancies, factors such as accent bias or differing interpretations of fluency can
influence scores. Employing multiple raters or using technology-assisted scoring can partially address these
concerns.



Test Anxiety and Performance Pressure

Speaking tests can provoke anxiety, which may hinder a candidate’s natural communication abilities. This
psychological barrier can lead to underperformance, not reflective of true proficiency. Test designers strive
to create comfortable environments and incorporate warm-up tasks to alleviate stress.

Technological and Logistical Constraints

Remote or computerized oral testing introduces challenges related to internet connectivity, audio quality,
and candidate familiarity with technology. Ensuring equitable access and reliable testing conditions remains
a priority, particularly in large-scale or international assessments.

Future Trends in Oral Language Proficiency Testing

Advances in artificial intelligence and speech recognition technologies are beginning to transform oral
language assessment. Automated scoring systems promise faster, more consistent evaluations, while virtual
reality environments offer immersive scenarios that mimic real-life conversations. These innovations could
enhance test validity and accessibility, though human oversight will likely remain essential to capture
nuanced communicative skills.

Moreover, there is growing emphasis on integrating oral proficiency testing with broader communicative
competence frameworks that include cultural understanding and pragmatic skills. This reflects the
evolving demands of global communication in education and professional domains.

The oral language proficiency test remains a pivotal instrument in gauging spoken language skills,
bridging education, employment, and social integration. As methodologies evolve and new technologies
emerge, these assessments continue to adapt, striving to provide accurate, fair, and meaningful measures of
oral communication ability.
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  oral language proficiency test: Principles of Neuropsychological Assessment with
Hispanics Antolin M. Llorente, 2008 Here is the first volume of a new series that explores diversity,
culture, and ethnicity and their impact on neurological function. This volume features
research-based evidence on the impact of Hispanic culture on brain-behavior relationships. Articles
explore factors such as acculturation, assimilation, cultural identity, and migration patterns. Clinical
issues, such as competence and minimal standards and novel approaches for appropriate
assessments of Hispanic populations, are examined. You’ll discover important new findings and gain
fascinating perspectives from disciplines in both the life and social sciences.
  oral language proficiency test: Handbook of Response to Intervention Shane R. Jimerson,
Matthew K. Burns, Amanda VanDerHeyden, 2007-08-14 Until now, practitioners have had access to
few detailed descriptions of RTI methods and the effective role they can play in special education.
The Handbook of Response to Intervention fills this critical information gap. In this comprehensive
volume, more than 90 expert scholars and practitioners provide a guide to the essentials of RTI
assessment and identification as well as research-based interventions for improving students’
reading, writing, oral, and math skills.
  oral language proficiency test: IDEA Oral Language Proficiency Test - English, Form B.
Wanda S. Ballard, Phyllis L. Tighe, Enrique F. Dalton, 1979
  oral language proficiency test: IDEA Oral Language Proficiency Test, Form A. Wanda S.
Ballard, Phyllis L. Tighe, Enrique F. Dalton, 1979
  oral language proficiency test: Woodcock-Johnson IV Nancy Mather, Lynne E. Jaffe,
2016-01-26 Includes online access to new, customizable WJ IV score tables, graphs, and forms for
clinicians Woodcock-Johnson IV: Reports, Recommendations, and Strategies offers psychologists,
clinicians, and educators an essential resource for preparing and writing psychological and
educational reports after administering the Woodcock-Johnson IV. Written by Drs. Nancy Mather
and Lynne E. Jaffe, this text enhances comprehension and use of this instrument and its many
interpretive features. This book offers helpful information for understanding and using the WJ IV
scores, provides tips to facilitate interpretation of test results, and includes sample diagnostic
reports of students with various educational needs from kindergarten to the postsecondary level.
The book also provides a wide variety of recommendations for cognitive abilities; oral language; and
the achievement areas of reading, written language, and mathematics. It also provides guidelines for
evaluators and recommendations focused on special populations, such as sensory impairments,
autism, English Language Learners, and gifted and twice exceptional students, as well as
recommendations for the use of assistive technology. The final section provides descriptions of the
academic and behavioral strategies mentioned in the reports and recommendations. The unique
access code included with each book allows access to downloadable, easy-to-customize score tables,
graphs, and forms. This essential guide Facilitates the use and interpretation of the WJ IV Tests of
Cognitive Abilities, Tests of Oral Language, and Tests of Achievement Explains scores and various
interpretive features Offers a variety of types of diagnostic reports Provides a wide variety of
educational recommendations and evidence-based strategies
  oral language proficiency test: A Qualitative Approach to the Validation of Oral
Language Tests Anne Lazaraton, University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate,
2002-07-18 This book aims to provide language testers with a background in the conversation
analytic framework.
  oral language proficiency test: International Journal of Language Studies (IJLS) � volume 6(2)
Mohammad Ali Salmani Nodoushan, 2012-03-22 Eman Safadi & Ghaleb Rababah (1 - 38); Johanna
Ennser-Kananen (39 - 66); Sedat Maden (67 - 86); Jiin-Yih Yeo & Su-Hie Ting (87 - 106); Yesim
Papers in this issue by Bektas-Cetinkaya (107 - 122); Mohammad Ali Salmani Nodoushan (123 - 136);
Kellie Rolstad, Jeff MacSwan & Kate S. Mahoney (137 - 150); Forough Rahimi (151 - 154); Servet
Celik & Mustafa Kerem Kobul (155 - 157)
  oral language proficiency test: Measuring Spoken Language Proficiency James Robert Frith,
1980



  oral language proficiency test: Revisiting the Assessment of Second Language Abilities: From
Theory to Practice Sahbi Hidri, 2018-01-12 This book presents an overview of revisiting the
assessment of language abilities. It also showcases how the measurement of such constructs can
result in negative or positive washback and how outcomes might be conducive to repercussions that
decide on the future of many stakeholders. The 23 chapters were selected among tens of chapters
received from different contexts that addressed the issue of revisiting the assessment of language
abilities, such as Tunisia, Ukraine, Algeria, Russia, KSA, Sudan, Egypt, Canada, Kurdistan, UK, USA,
Iran, Turkey, etc. These contexts have highlighted the necessity to revisit the different constructs
which should be assessed with a clear and straightforward foundation on students’ learning
objectives and their actual language ability. To do so, most of the chapters present hands-on use of
relevant statistical tests that might serve in revisiting the construct definition both theoretically and
operationally. Perhaps the sole and intricate question that the authors of these contributions ask is
what it means to revisit the assessment of the construct of individualized language ability and how.
In addition, the book accentuates the momentousness and significance of reflecting on test fairness
and validation as the mainspring and backbone for democratization of assessment. This book appeals
to a broad readership, such as English Language Teaching (ELT) practitioners, language teachers,
students, testing organizations, policy-makers, test designers, writers of test specifications, testing
experts, researchers, program evaluators, especially in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) as
well as other international contexts.
  oral language proficiency test: SYSTEMATIC INSTRUCTION IN READING FOR
SPANISH-SPEAKING STUDENTS Elva Duran, 2013-04-01 Students whose first language is not
English are the fastest-growing group in public schools in all regions of the United States. Almost 10
million children between the ages of five and 17 live in the homes and communities in which a
language other than English in spoken and presently most schools in the U.S. are under-educating
many English learners. The achievement of Hispanic students needs to improve dramatically over
the next five years and this book describes the cornerstone elements for bringing about this change.
The initial chapter introduces direct instruction to be used with reading and literacy programs.
Chapters 2 and 3 provide excellent review of the literature in language development and address
developing language instruction, listening, and speaking with Spanish-speaking students and offers
what a comprehensive language development program should look like. Chapter 4 reviews academic
language and literacy instruction while the next addresses the components of instruction in Spanish.
Chapter 6 offers lesson plan suggestions for Spanish-speaking students, while the following two
sections discuss components that transfer and do not transfer in Spanish to English reading
instruction. Chapter 9 reviews English language development and provides lesson plans for
implementing SDAIE programs. Finally, Chapter 10 discusses two-way bilingual immersion and
shares actual classroom schedules and lessons. This unique text will help in the preparation of
primary grade teachers throughout the U.S. so that they may be successful with Hispanic students
entering the public schools with little or no English background. It will also be a useful tool for
school districts’ staff development in addressing school improvement goals for increasing the
achievement of Hispanic students.
  oral language proficiency test: Teaching English as a Second Language Angela L.
Carrasquillo, 2013-10-15 First Published in 1994. Educators will welcome this cohesive and
comprehensive volume on the research and practice of teaching English as a second language
(TESOL). The author, director of the TESOL program at Fordham University Graduate School of
Education, provides a holistic view of the field-its practical and philosophical considerations. Of
particular interest is the coverage of such new research areas as ESL literacy, cultural literacy,
thinking in a second language (TSL), and pragmatic writing.
  oral language proficiency test: New Focus , 1988
  oral language proficiency test: The New Rules of Measurement Susan E. Embretson, Scott
L. Hershberger, 1999-02-01 In this volume prominent scholars from both psychology and education
describe how these new rules of measurement work and how they differ from the old rules. Several



contributors have been involved in the recent construction or revision of a major test, while others
are well-known for their theoretical contributions to measurement. The goal is to provide an
integrated yet comprehensive reference source concerned with contemporary issues and approaches
in testing and measurement.
  oral language proficiency test: Testing and Assessment of Interpreting Jing Chen, Chao Han,
2021-04-10 This book highlights reliable, valid and practical testing and assessment of interpreting,
presenting important developments in China, where testing and assessment have long been a major
concern for interpreting educators and researchers, but have remained largely under-reported. The
book not only offers theoretical insights into potential issues and problems undermining interpreting
assessment, but also describes useful measurement models to address such concerns. Showcasing
the latest Chinese research to create rubrics-referenced rating scales, enhance formative
assessment practice, and explore (semi-)automated assessment, the book is a valuable resource for
educators, trainers and researchers, enabling to gain a better understanding of interpreting testing
and assessment as both a worthwhile endeavor and a promising research area.
  oral language proficiency test: Structured English Immersion Johanna J. Haver,
2002-11-20 Haver′s Structured English Immersion excels in its directives to implement an effective
SEI program from start to finish. While citing research and giving the pedagogical basis for SEI,
Haver does not get mired in the theory—instead, heading directly towards the practice. This book is
an excellent resource for those schools and districts struggling to implement the best SEI program
for their LEP students. Education Leaders Council Weekly Policy Update, May 2003 This book is
very helpful not only to LEP teachers, but also to administrators who are responsible for setting up a
program. Arlene Myslinski, High School ESL Teacher Buffalo Grove High School, Illinois The
strength of this book lies in its many strategies for English Immersion programs as well as help for
the regular teacher as the English learner is mainstreamed. These strategies cover all grades, both
elementary and secondary. Nancy Law, Educational Consultant Sacramento City Schools, California
Unlock the mystery—and potential—of Structured English Immersion! Several states have mandated
Structured English Immersion (SEI) for their English Language Learners (ELL), but there are few
resources to help teachers and administrators implement this highly effective program. At last, a
guide has emerged that explains what SEI is and how it works in the classroom. Educators are taken
through a process that guarantees success for ELLs at any skill-level. Experienced teacher and
researcher Johanna Haver shows how easy it is to ensure that ELLs gain mastery of English and also
learn the essentials of the mainstream curriculum in this easy-to-follow manual. The many benefits
teachers and administrators will find in this book include: Comprehensive definitions of SEI and the
research that supports it Explanation of evaluation and assessment procedures Realistic timelines,
goals, and strategies for mainstreaming students Real-life examples from exemplary SEI programs
Step-by-step guidance on implementing SEI techniques in SEI and mainstream classes Suggestions
for maintaining native languages Tips on including parents Teachers with a background in bilingual
education as well as those teachers who are dealing with ELLs for the first time will find this book
an invaluable resource. In addition, administrators will find helpful information about starting an SEI
program at their school.
  oral language proficiency test: Language Across Disciplinary Boundaries Miguel Mantero,
Paul Chamness Miller, John L Watzke, 2022-01-01 The International Society for Language Studies
(ISLS) inaugurates its first volume in the series Readings in Language Studies with Language Across
Disciplinary Boundaries, a text that represents international perspectives on language and identity,
critical pedagogy, language and power, perspectives on second language acquisition and teacher
education. Founded in 2002, ISLS is a world-wide organization of volunteers, scholars and
practitioners committed to critical, interdisciplinary, and emergent approaches to language studies.
  oral language proficiency test: Resources in Education , 1998
  oral language proficiency test: The Art of Nonconversation Marysia Johnson, 2008-10-01 The
Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) is a widely accepted instrument for assessing second and foreign
language ability. It is used by the Foreign Language Institute, the Defense Language Institute,



Educational Testing Service, the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, and at
many universities in the United States. The Art of Non-Conversation examines the components of
speaking ability and asks whether the OPI is a valid instrument for assessing them. Marysia Johnson
applies the latest insights from discourse and conversational analysis to determine the nature of the
OPI's communicative speech event and investigate its construct validity within Messick's definition
of validity. She discusses models of speaking ability, among others several communicative
competence models, an interactional competence model, and a model of spoken interaction based on
Vygotsky's sociocultural theory of learning. Finally she proposes a new model to test language
proficiency drawn from sociocultural theory, one that considers language ability to be reflective of
the sociocultural and institutional contexts in which the language has been acquired.
  oral language proficiency test: English Language Testing in Hong Kong Joseph Boyle, Peter
Falvey, 1994
  oral language proficiency test: Placement Procedures in Bilingual Education Charlene
Rivera, 1984 This book delineates important policy issues related to language proficiency
assessment and emphasises both philosophical and pragmatic aspects. It also focuses on educational
considerations and practical implications of language assessment practices.
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