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Compas Risk Assessment Test: Understanding Its Role and Impact in Criminal Justice

compas risk assessment test has become a widely discussed tool in the criminal justice system,
often at the center of debates about fairness, accuracy, and bias. If you’ve heard about it, chances
are you’re curious about what it actually entails, how it’s used, and why it matters. This article will
walk you through the essentials of the COMPAS (Correctional Offender Management Profiling for
Alternative Sanctions) risk assessment test, shedding light on its methodology, applications,
controversies, and the broader implications for legal decisions.

What Is the COMPAS Risk Assessment Test?

At its core, the COMPAS risk assessment test is a predictive tool designed to evaluate the likelihood
that a defendant will reoffend or fail to appear in court. Developed by Northpointe Inc. in the late
1990s, COMPAS is widely used by courts, probation departments, and parole boards across the
United States. It employs a structured questionnaire that covers various factors including criminal
history, personal background, social environment, and psychological indicators.

The goal of the test is to provide judges and parole officers with data-driven insights that can inform
decisions such as bail, sentencing, and parole eligibility. By quantifying risk levels, COMPAS aims to
enhance consistency and reduce subjective biases in judicial processes.

How Does the COMPAS Test Work?

The test consists of a series of questions that assess multiple dimensions such as:

- Criminal history and past behaviors
- Substance abuse patterns
- Social environment and peer influences
- Psychological traits like impulsivity and attitudes toward crime

Based on responses, the COMPAS algorithm generates risk scores across different categories: risk of
recidivism, risk of violent reoffending, and risk of failure to appear in court. These scores are
presented as numerical values or classifications (e.g., low, medium, high risk).

Importantly, COMPAS is not a standalone decision-maker but a decision-support tool. Judges may
consider these scores alongside other evidence and their own judgment.

Why Is COMPAS Important in the Criminal Justice
System?



Risk assessment tools like COMPAS have gained traction because they promise to introduce
objectivity and data-driven insights into a system historically prone to disparities. Here are some key
reasons why COMPAS is considered significant:

1. Enhancing Judicial Decision-Making

Judges often face time constraints and complex cases with incomplete information. COMPAS
provides a systematic way to evaluate risk, helping streamline decisions about bail, sentencing, and
parole. This can lead to more consistent rulings and potentially reduce unnecessary incarceration.

2. Supporting Public Safety

By identifying individuals who pose a higher risk of reoffending, authorities can allocate resources
more effectively for supervision, rehabilitation, or intervention programs. This proactive approach
aims to reduce crime and promote community safety.

3. Promoting Fairness and Reducing Bias

In theory, using a standardized assessment tool helps curb subjective biases that might arise from
racial, socioeconomic, or other prejudices. When applied correctly, COMPAS can help level the
playing field by basing decisions on structured data rather than intuition alone.

Criticisms and Controversies Surrounding the COMPAS
Risk Assessment Test

Despite its intentions, the COMPAS risk assessment test has not been without controversy. Several
studies and reports have raised concerns about fairness, accuracy, and transparency.

Bias and Discrimination Issues

One of the most prominent critiques is that COMPAS may perpetuate racial biases. A 2016
investigation by ProPublica claimed that the algorithm was more likely to falsely label Black
defendants as high risk compared to white defendants, while white defendants were more often
mislabeled as low risk. This sparked heated debates about algorithmic fairness and ethics in criminal
justice.

The controversy highlighted the challenge of relying on historical data, which may itself reflect
systemic biases, to train predictive models. If past arrests and convictions were influenced by
discriminatory policing, the algorithm’s outputs may inadvertently replicate those patterns.



Lack of Transparency

Another criticism is the proprietary nature of COMPAS. Since the algorithm is not open-source,
external experts cannot fully scrutinize its workings or validate its accuracy independently. This
opacity has led to calls for more transparent and accountable risk assessment tools.

Risk of Overreliance

Some experts caution against placing undue weight on COMPAS scores in judicial decisions. The
test is a predictive model—not a crystal ball—and cannot perfectly forecast human behavior.
Overreliance on such tools may overshadow important contextual factors unique to each case.

Alternatives and Improvements in Risk Assessment

In response to COMPAS’s limitations, researchers and policymakers have explored alternative
approaches and refinements:

Open-Source and Transparent Models

Several jurisdictions are experimenting with open-source risk assessment tools that allow
independent validation and improvement. These models aim to offer similar predictive benefits while
promoting transparency and public trust.

Incorporation of Broader Data

Efforts to improve risk assessments include integrating social determinants of health, education, and
employment history to better understand underlying factors influencing criminal behavior.

Human Oversight and Holistic Evaluation

Many experts emphasize combining algorithmic scores with human judgment. This hybrid approach
respects the nuances of individual cases and recognizes the limitations of data-driven tools.

How to Interpret COMPAS Scores If You’re Involved in
the Legal System

If you or someone you know faces a COMPAS risk assessment, understanding what the scores mean



can be empowering.

Ask for Clarification: Request explanations from legal counsel or probation officers about
how the scores were derived and their implications.

Consider the Context: Remember that COMPAS is just one piece of the puzzle. Judges weigh
multiple factors before making decisions.

Challenge Inaccuracies: If you believe the assessment contains errors or biases, discuss
possibilities for re-evaluation or alternative assessments with your attorney.

Focus on Rehabilitation: Regardless of risk scores, engaging in rehabilitation programs,
education, or counseling can positively influence outcomes.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Risk Assessment in
Criminal Justice

The use of tools like the COMPAS risk assessment test is likely to grow as technology advances and
data analytics become more sophisticated. However, the path forward requires balancing innovation
with ethical considerations.

Ongoing research aims to develop fairer algorithms that minimize bias while enhancing predictive
accuracy. Policymakers are increasingly aware of the need for transparency, accountability, and
community involvement in deploying these tools.

At the same time, there is a growing recognition that no algorithm can replace the human elements
of justice—empathy, discretion, and the ability to understand unique human circumstances.

The conversation around the COMPAS risk assessment test continues to evolve, reflecting broader
societal questions about justice, technology, and fairness. Staying informed about these
developments is crucial for anyone interested in the criminal justice system and its future direction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the COMPAS risk assessment test?
The COMPAS risk assessment test is a tool used by criminal justice systems to evaluate the
likelihood that a defendant will reoffend, assisting judges and parole boards in making informed
decisions.

How does the COMPAS risk assessment test work?
COMPAS uses a series of questions and algorithms analyzing factors like criminal history, social



environment, and personal background to generate risk scores predicting recidivism and violent
behavior.

Is the COMPAS risk assessment test reliable?
While COMPAS is widely used, its reliability is debated; some studies suggest it can predict
recidivism with moderate accuracy, but concerns about biases and fairness remain.

Has the COMPAS risk assessment test been criticized for bias?
Yes, COMPAS has faced criticism for potential racial bias, with some research indicating it may
disproportionately assign higher risk scores to minority groups.

Where is the COMPAS risk assessment test commonly used?
COMPAS is commonly used in the United States within courts, probation departments, and parole
boards to inform decisions about sentencing, bail, and supervision.

Can defendants challenge their COMPAS risk assessment
results?
Defendants can request explanations or challenge the use of COMPAS scores in court, but
contesting the algorithm’s accuracy or fairness can be complex and varies by jurisdiction.

What types of risk does the COMPAS test assess?
COMPAS assesses several types of risk, including general recidivism risk, violent recidivism risk,
and failure to appear in court.

Are there alternatives to the COMPAS risk assessment test?
Yes, alternatives include other risk assessment tools like the LSI-R, ORAS, and PSA, each with
different methodologies and focuses in predicting recidivism.

Additional Resources
Compas Risk Assessment Test: An In-Depth Review of Its Role in Criminal Justice

compas risk assessment test has become a prominent tool in the criminal justice system, designed
to predict the likelihood of recidivism and assist judges in making informed decisions about
sentencing, bail, and parole. As automated risk assessment algorithms gain traction, COMPAS
(Correctional Offender Management Profiling for Alternative Sanctions) stands out due to its
widespread adoption across multiple jurisdictions in the United States. However, the test has
sparked considerable debate regarding its accuracy, fairness, and transparency. This article delves
into the intricacies of the COMPAS risk assessment test, dissecting its methodology, applications,
benefits, and controversies to provide a nuanced understanding of its impact.



Understanding the COMPAS Risk Assessment Test

Developed by Northpointe Inc. (now Equivant), the COMPAS risk assessment test uses a proprietary
algorithm to evaluate an individual’s risk of reoffending. The tool incorporates a series of questions
and data inputs related to criminal history, personal background, social environment, and
psychological factors. These inputs are processed to generate several risk scores, including general
recidivism risk, risk of violent recidivism, and risk of failure to appear in court.

The intent behind COMPAS is to provide objective, data-driven insights that supplement judicial
discretion. By quantifying risk, the system aims to reduce subjective bias and promote more
consistent sentencing. However, the opaque nature of the algorithm—protected as a trade
secret—has raised concerns about accountability and potential discrimination.

How COMPAS Works

The assessment begins with a structured interview, where the defendant answers questions covering
domains such as criminal history, education, employment, relationships, and attitudes. These
answers, combined with administrative data, feed into the COMPAS algorithm. The software then
classifies individuals into risk categories—typically low, medium, or high risk.

The risk categories are designed to predict the likelihood that an individual will commit certain
offenses within a specified timeframe, usually two years. Judges and parole boards use these scores
alongside other factors to decide on bail amounts, sentencing alternatives, or release conditions.

Features and Functionality

The COMPAS system boasts several features intended to enhance its utility in the justice process:

Multi-dimensional Scoring: Beyond overall recidivism risk, COMPAS generates scores on
violence risk, substance abuse, and social factors.

Automated and Standardized: The digital format ensures consistent administration and
scoring across different cases.

Integration with Case Management: Many jurisdictions integrate COMPAS results directly
into electronic court records and parole databases.

Dynamic Assessment: Some versions allow for reassessment over time, adjusting risk scores
based on changing circumstances.

These features make COMPAS attractive for jurisdictions seeking to modernize and streamline
decision-making processes in courts and correctional agencies.



Comparisons with Other Risk Assessment Tools

While COMPAS is among the most widely used, it competes with other assessment instruments such
as the Level of Service Inventory–Revised (LSI-R), Public Safety Assessment (PSA), and Ohio Risk
Assessment System (ORAS). Each tool differs in methodology, data inputs, and transparency:

LSI-R: Focuses heavily on criminogenic needs and is often used for treatment planning.

PSA: Developed by the Laura and John Arnold Foundation, PSA is more transparent and
openly available, emphasizing pretrial risk.

ORAS: Modular and customizable, ORAS is used in various stages from pretrial to post-release
supervision.

Compared to these, COMPAS is more comprehensive but less transparent, as its proprietary
algorithm limits external validation.

Controversies and Criticisms

Despite its intended benefits, the COMPAS risk assessment test has faced intense scrutiny,
particularly regarding racial bias and fairness. A 2016 investigation by ProPublica highlighted that
COMPAS tended to falsely flag Black defendants as high risk at nearly twice the rate of white
defendants, while white defendants were more likely to be misclassified as low risk. This finding
raised alarms about perpetuating systemic biases through algorithmic tools.

Bias and Fairness Concerns

Critics argue that COMPAS’s reliance on historical data embeds existing social inequalities into its
predictions. Since criminal history and socioeconomic factors correlate with race and community
disparities, the algorithm may inadvertently reinforce discriminatory patterns. The opaque nature of
the tool also makes it difficult for defendants to challenge or understand their risk scores, raising
questions about due process.

Legal and Ethical Implications

The use of COMPAS scores in sentencing has prompted legal challenges, with defense attorneys
arguing that defendants have a right to examine the algorithm’s workings. Ethical debates have
emerged around the balance between public safety and individual rights, as well as the potential for
automation to replace nuanced human judgment.

Some scholars and practitioners caution against overreliance on risk assessment tools, emphasizing



that they should complement—not replace—human discretion and individualized evaluation.

Benefits and Limitations of Using COMPAS

The adoption of COMPAS offers several practical advantages:

Consistency: Helps standardize risk evaluations, reducing variability across judges and
jurisdictions.

Efficiency: Automates data processing, potentially speeding up case management.

Data-Driven Insights: Provides empirical support for decisions traditionally based on
subjective impressions.

However, these benefits are tempered by limitations:

Lack of Transparency: Proprietary algorithms limit external audits and public
understanding.

Potential for Bias: Risk of reinforcing racial and socioeconomic disparities.

Overreliance Risk: May lead to devaluing human judgment and contextual factors.

Impact on Judicial Decision-Making

Judges often view COMPAS as a valuable tool in supplementing their evaluations. However, studies
indicate that the weight given to COMPAS scores varies widely, with some courts relying heavily on
the tool and others treating it as advisory. The effectiveness of COMPAS thus depends largely on
how decision-makers interpret and integrate its results.

Future Directions and Developments

As the debate over algorithmic fairness intensifies, developers and policymakers are exploring ways
to improve COMPAS and similar tools. Efforts include increasing transparency, refining data inputs
to minimize bias, and incorporating machine learning techniques that adapt over time. Some
jurisdictions are also experimenting with open-source risk assessment models to foster
accountability.

Moreover, there is growing recognition that risk assessment tests should be part of a broader,



holistic approach that includes social services, rehabilitation programs, and community support to
effectively reduce recidivism.

The COMPAS risk assessment test exemplifies the challenges and opportunities of integrating
technology into the justice system. While it offers valuable data-driven perspectives, its limitations
underscore the necessity of cautious, informed application combined with ongoing scrutiny and
reform.
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staff. Her analysis reveals that working in more punitive prisons causes correctional officers to
develop an 'us against them' mentality while on the job, and that the stress and wariness officers
acquire at work carries over into their personal lives, straining relationships with partners, children,
and friends.
  compas risk assessment test: Handbook on Risk and Need Assessment Faye Taxman,
2016-11-10 The Handbook on Risk and Need Assessment: Theory and Practice covers risk
assessments for individuals being considered for parole or probation. Evidence-based approaches to
such decisions help take the emotion and politics out of community corrections. As the United States
begins to back away from ineffective, expensive policies of mass incarceration, this handbook will
provide the resources needed to help ensure both public safety and the effective rehabilitation of
offenders. The ASC Division on Corrections & Sentencing Handbook Series will publish volumes on
topics ranging from violence risk assessment to specialty courts for drug users, veterans, or the
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following topical sections: data mining and machine learning methods, advanced data mining
techniques and applications, intelligent and contextual systems, natural language processing,
network systems and applications, computational imaging and vision, decision support and control
systems, and data modeling and processing for industry 4.0. The accepted and presented papers
focus on new trends and challenges facing the intelligent information and database systems
community.
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Modern humanity with some 5,000 years of recorded history has been experiencing growing pains,
with no end in sight. It is high time for humanity to grow up and to transcend itself by embracing
transhumanism. Transhumanism offers the most inclusive ideology for all ethnicities and races, the
religious and the atheists, conservatives and liberals, the young and the old regardless of
socioeconomic status, gender identity, or any other individual qualities. This book expounds on
contemporary views and practical advice from more than 70 transhumanists. Astronaut Neil
Armstrong said on the Apollo 11 moon landing in 1969, “One small step for a man, one giant leap for
mankind.” Transhumanism is the next logical step in the evolution of humankind, and it is the
existential solution to the long-term survival of the human race.
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many fields, as well as to the thousands of academic and clinical psychologists and general public
who can't help but be interested in learning more about why humans think and behave as they do.
This award-winning twelve-volume reference covers every aspect of the ever-fascinating discipline of
psychology and represents the most current knowledge in the field. This ten-year revision now
covers discoveries based in neuroscience, clinical psychology's new interest in evidence-based
practice and mindfulness, and new findings in social, developmental, and forensic psychology.
  compas risk assessment test: Ethical Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence (AI) Novi
Quadrianto, Björn Wolfgang Schuller, Finnian Rachel Lattimore, 2021-12-02
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practice of predicting an individual's economic responsibility. Written by a leading practitioner, it
examines the international implications of US leadership in credit scoring and what other countries
have learned from it in building their own systems. Through its comprehensive contemporary



perspective, the book also explores how algorithms and big data are driving the future of credit
scoring. By revealing a new big picture and data comparisons, it delivers useful insights into legal,
regulatory and data manipulation.
  compas risk assessment test: Handbook of Gun Violence Nicholas D Thomson, 2024-10-24
Handbook of Gun Violence provides a comprehensive review of the complex world of gun violence.
From its roots in epidemiology and public health to the intricacies of biopsychosocial risk factors to
criminological and forensic considerations, this book offers an interdisciplinary exploration of a
pressing societal issue. Sections cover everything from the history of firearm injury prevention
research to the social, political, and policy implications surrounding gun violence. This book focuses
on evidence-based strategies and emerging research areas, and equips readers with the knowledge
needed to navigate the complexities of gun violence prevention, intervention, research, and policy.
With contributions from leading experts across various fields, including scientists from the CDC and
NIH, this handbook provides invaluable insights into understanding, preventing, and addressing gun
violence. - Provides an extensive review of gun violence statistics and trends. - Examines the
biopsychosocial risk and protective factors for violence in youth and adults - Reviews evidence-based
intervention and prevention programs for gun violence - Assesses global policies for gun violence
prevention and discusses the impact of funding and research on violence prevention.
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Randy K. Otto, 2020-12-29 The Handbook of Violence Risk Assessment, Second Edition, builds on
the first edition’s comprehensive discussion of violence risk assessment instruments with an update
of research on established tools and the addition of new chapters devoted to recently developed risk
assessment tools. Featuring chapters written by the instrument developers themselves, this
handbook reviews the most frequently used violence risk assessment instruments—both actuarial
and structured professional judgment—that professionals use to inform and structure their
judgments about violence risk. Also included are broader chapters that address matters such as the
consideration of psychopathy and how the law shapes violence risk assessment. Already the primary
reference for practitioners, researchers, and legal professionals in this area, this second edition’s
easy-to-access, comprehensive, and current information will make it an indispensable reference for
those in the field.
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2022-09-23 Examines the hidden use of non-judicial officers in the criminal justice system
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Killick, Aron Shlonsky, Andrew Whittaker, 2023-08-16 The SAGE Handbook on Decision Making,
Assessment and Risk in Social Work provides a comprehensive overview of key strands of research
and theoretical concepts in this increasingly important field. With 49 chapters and four section
summaries, this Handbook describes the ‘state of the art’; discuss key debates and issues; and gives
pointers on future directions for practice, research, teaching, management of services, and
development of theoretical understandings. A key aim of this Handbook is to support the
development of sound, applied knowledge and values to underpin reasoned professional judgement
and decision making by social workers in practice and those in management and regulatory roles.
With contributions from a global interdisciplinary body of leading and emerging scholars from a
wide variety of roles, this handbook has been designed to be internationally generalisable and
applicable to all major areas of social work. This Handbook provides a field-defining account of
decision making, assessment and risk in social work which is unrivalled for its diversity and strength
of coverage, and will be of value to social work researchers, teachers and practitioners, as well as to
those in allied fields such as health care. Section 1: Professional Judgement Section 2: Assessment,
Risk and Decision Processes Section 3: Assessment Tools and Approaches Section 4: Developing and
Managing Practice Section 5: Concluding Section / Afterword
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the power and sophistication of of 'big data' and predictive analytics has continued to expand, so too



has policy and public concern about the use of algorithms in contemporary life. This is hardly
surprising given our increasing reliance on algorithms in daily life, touching policy sectors from
healthcare, transport, finance, consumer retail, manufacturing education, and employment through
to public service provision and the operation of the criminal justice system. This has prompted
concerns about the need and importance of holding algorithmic power to account, yet it is far from
clear that existing legal and other oversight mechanisms are up to the task. This collection of essays,
edited by two leading regulatory governance scholars, offers a critical exploration of 'algorithmic
regulation', understood both as a means for co-ordinating and regulating social action and
decision-making, as well as the need for institutional mechanisms through which the power of
algorithms and algorithmic systems might themselves be regulated. It offers a unique perspective
that is likely to become a significant reference point for the ever-growing debates about the power of
algorithms in daily life in the worlds of research, policy and practice. The range of contributors are
drawn from a broad range of disciplinary perspectives including law, public administration, applied
philosophy, data science and artificial intelligence. Taken together, they highlight the rise of
algorithmic power, the potential benefits and risks associated with this power, the way in which
Sheila Jasanoff's long-standing claim that 'technology is politics' has been thrown into sharp relief by
the speed and scale at which algorithmic systems are proliferating, and the urgent need for wider
public debate and engagement of their underlying values and value trade-offs, the way in which they
affect individual and collective decision-making and action, and effective and legitimate mechanisms
by and through which algorithmic power is held to account.
  compas risk assessment test: Fundamental Rights and Legal Consequences of Criminal
Conviction Sonja Meijer, Harry Annison, Ailbhe O’Loughlin, 2019-06-27 The legal position of
convicted offenders is complex, as are the social consequences that can result from a criminal
conviction. After they have served their sentences, custodial or not, convicted offenders often
continue to be subject to numerous restrictions, in many cases indefinitely, due to their criminal
conviction. In short, criminal convictions can have adverse legal consequences that may affect
convicted offenders in several aspects of their lives. In turn, these legal consequences can have
broader social consequences. Legal consequences are often not formally part of the criminal law, but
are regulated by different areas of law, such as administrative law, constitutional law, labour law,
civil law, and immigration law. For this reason, they are often obscured from judges as well as from
defendants and their legal representatives in the courtroom. The breadth, severity and longevity and
often hidden nature of these restrictions raises the question of whether offenders' fundamental
rights are sufficiently protected. This book explores the nature and extent of the legal consequences
of criminal convictions in Europe, Australia and the USA. It addresses the following questions: What
legal consequences can a criminal conviction have? How do these consequences affect convicted
offenders? And how can and should these consequences be limited by law?
  compas risk assessment test: Advances in Knowledge Discovery and Data Mining Hisashi
Kashima, Tsuyoshi Ide, Wen-Chih Peng, 2023-05-26 The 4-volume set LNAI 13935 - 13938
constitutes the proceedings of the 27th Pacific-Asia Conference on Knowledge Discovery and Data
Mining, PAKDD 2023, which took place in Osaka, Japan during May 25–28, 2023. The 143 papers
presented in these proceedings were carefully reviewed and selected from 813 submissions. They
deal with new ideas, original research results, and practical development experiences from all KDD
related areas, including data mining, data warehousing, machine learning, artificial intelligence,
databases, statistics, knowledge engineering, big data technologies, and foundations.
  compas risk assessment test: Deep Learning Frameworks Jamal Hopper, AI, 2025-02-18 Deep
Learning Frameworks are essential tools for developers and researchers in the rapidly advancing
field of Artificial Intelligence. This book serves as a practical guide, providing a detailed exploration
of deep learning frameworks like TensorFlow and PyTorch, and their underlying neural network
architectures. Understanding these frameworks is vital for developing effective AI solutions,
allowing for optimized resource allocation and efficient problem-solving. Did you know that different
frameworks excel in different areas? For example, one might be better suited for image recognition



while another shines in natural language processing. The book emphasizes practical application,
bridging the gap between theoretical understanding and real-world implementation. It begins with
fundamental concepts and a comparison of TensorFlow and PyTorch, highlighting their strengths
and weaknesses. The book then progresses through various neural network architectures, such as
convolutional neural networks (CNNs) and recurrent neural networks (RNNs), before concluding
with advanced topics like model optimization and deployment strategies. This comprehensive
approach ensures readers gain a solid foundation in AI development.
  compas risk assessment test: Routledge Handbook on American Prisons Laurie A. Gould, John
J. Brent, 2020-11-01 The Routledge Handbook on American Prisons is an authoritative volume that
provides an overview of the state of U.S. prisons and synthesizes the research on the many facets of
the prison system. The United States is exceptional in its use of incarceration as punishment. It not
only has the largest prison population in the world, but also the highest per-capita incarceration
rate. Research and debate about mass incarceration continues to grow, with mounting bipartisan
agreement on the need for criminal justice reform. Divided into four sections (Prisons: Security,
Operations and Administration; Types of Offenders and Populations; Living and Dying in Prison; and
Release, Reentry, and Reform), the volume explores the key issues fundamental to understanding
the U.S. prison system, including the characteristics of facilities; inmate risk assessment and
classification, prison administration and employment, for-profit prisons, special populations,
overcrowding, prison health care, prison violence, the special circumstances of death row prisoners,
collateral consequences of incarceration, prison programming, and parole. The final section
examines reform efforts and ideas, and offers suggestions for future research and attention. With
contributions from leading correctional scholars, this book is a valuable resource for scholars with
an interest in U.S. prisons and the issues surrounding them. It is structured to serve scholars and
graduate students studying corrections, penology, institutional corrections, and other related topics.
  compas risk assessment test: Applying Decision Research to Improve Clinical
Outcomes, Psychological Assessment, and Clinical Prediction David Faust, Hal R. Arkes,
Charles E. Gaudet, 2024 Mental health professionals often must make judgments or decisions
involving vital matters. Is an individual likely to act violently? Has a child been sexually abused? Is a
police officer fit to carry a gun? An explosion of research in clinical and cognitive psychology
provides practical means for enhancing the accuracy of clinical decision making and prediction and
thereby improving outcomes and the quality of care. Unfortunately, this research has not been
broadly disseminated in the mental health field. The book is designed to familiarize readers with
essential findings from decision science and its practical, immediate applications in the mental
health field.
  compas risk assessment test: When Machines Can Be Judge, Jury, And Executioner: Justice In
The Age Of Artificial Intelligence Katherine B Forrest, 2021-04-08 'Is it fair for a judge to increase a
defendant's prison time on the basis of an algorithmic score that predicts the likelihood that he will
commit future crimes? Many states now say yes, even when the algorithms they use for this purpose
have a high error rate, a secret design, and a demonstratable racial bias. The former federal judge
Katherine Forrest, in her short but incisive When Machines Can Be Judge, Jury, and Executioner,
says this is both unfair and irrational ...' See full reviewJed S RakoffUnited States District Judge for
the Southern District of New YorkNew York Review of Books This book explores justice in the age of
artificial intelligence. It argues that current AI tools used in connection with liberty decisions are
based on utilitarian frameworks of justice and inconsistent with individual fairness reflected in the
US Constitution and Declaration of Independence. It uses AI risk assessment tools and lethal
autonomous weapons as examples of how AI influences liberty decisions. The algorithmic design of
AI risk assessment tools can and does embed human biases. Designers and users of these AI tools
have allowed some degree of compromise to exist between accuracy and individual fairness.Written
by a former federal judge who lectures widely and frequently on AI and the justice system, this book
is the first comprehensive presentation of the theoretical framework of AI tools in the criminal
justice system and lethal autonomous weapons utilized in decision-making. The book then provides a



comprehensive explanation as to why, tracing the evolution of the debate regarding racial and other
biases embedded in such tools. No other book delves as comprehensively into the theory and
practice of AI risk assessment tools.
  compas risk assessment test: Callaghan's Official Wisconsin Reports Wisconsin. Supreme
Court, 2014-12-30
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