the last sherlock holmes story

The Last Sherlock Holmes Story: Unveiling the Final Mystery

the last sherlock holmes story holds a special place in the hearts of detective fiction enthusiasts
around the world. It marks the culmination of the adventures of the iconic detective Sherlock Holmes,
created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. While Doyle himself penned numerous stories featuring Holmes,
the notion of a definitive "last story" has been explored both within the original canon and through
various adaptations and pastiches. Today, we dive deep into what makes the last Sherlock Holmes

story so captivating, its historical context, and why it continues to inspire writers and fans alike.

The Origins of Sherlock Holmes and His Final Case

Sherlock Holmes first appeared in 1887 with "A Study in Scarlet," and over the years, Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle wrote four novels and 56 short stories featuring the brilliant detective and his loyal friend Dr.
John Watson. Holmes’s adventures are known for their clever deductions, atmospheric settings, and
vivid characters. However, Doyle famously grew tired of his creation and sought to end Holmes’s story.
This led to what has been popularly referred to as the last Sherlock Holmes story from the original

author.

The Canonical Final Case: '""The Adventure of the Final Problem"

Doyle’s canonical "last story" is generally considered to be "The Adventure of the Final Problem,"
published in 1893. In this tale, Holmes confronts his arch-nemesis, Professor James Moriarty, in a
deadly struggle at the Reichenbach Falls in Switzerland. Doyle intended this story to be Holmes’s final
appearance, as he wanted to focus on other literary pursuits. The story ends ambiguously with both

Holmes and Moriarty seemingly plunging to their deaths.



This dramatic finale shocked readers at the time, who mourned the apparent loss of their beloved
detective. Yet, public demand was so strong that Doyle eventually resurrected Holmes in later works,

effectively making the "final problem" less final than it seemed.

Exploring "The Last Sherlock Holmes Story" by Michael Dibdin

Beyond Doyle’s original works, the title "The Last Sherlock Holmes Story" is also famously associated
with a 1978 novel by Michael Dibdin. This book offers a fresh and thrilling take on the detective’s final

mystery, blending historical fact with fiction in a gripping narrative.

Plot Overview and Unique Approach

Michael Dibdin’s novel imagines Holmes investigating the real-life Jack the Ripper murders, weaving
the legendary detective into one of history’s most infamous unsolved cases. The story is narrated by
Dr. Watson, as usual, and follows Holmes as he attempts to unmask the Ripper, leading to a tense

and unexpected conclusion.

What sets this last Sherlock Holmes story apart is its dark tone and psychological depth. Dibdin’s
portrayal of Holmes is more complex and human, grappling with moral ambiguities and personal
demons. The blending of Victorian London’s grim atmosphere with Holmes’s deductive brilliance

creates a compelling reading experience.

Why Dibdin’s Version Resonates with Modern Readers

Dibdin’s novel appeals to contemporary audiences by merging the classic detective genre with
historical crime fiction. The use of Jack the Ripper’s legend taps into a cultural fascination with

unsolved mysteries, while the psychological elements give Holmes a fresh dimension beyond the



traditional genius detective archetype.

For readers seeking a last Sherlock Holmes story that challenges conventions and offers a fresh
perspective, this novel is a must-read. It also highlights how Holmes’s character continues to evolve,

inspiring new interpretations decades after Conan Doyle’s original tales.

The Enduring Legacy of Sherlock Holmes’ Final Adventures

Whether through Doyle’s original stories or modern reinterpretations like Dibdin’s, the last Sherlock
Holmes story represents more than just an ending—it’s a symbol of the detective’s undying appeal and

the timeless nature of mystery fiction.

Holmes’s Influence on Detective Fiction

Sherlock Holmes set the standard for detective stories, influencing countless authors and spawning a
vast array of adaptations across literature, film, television, and even video games. The concept of a
"final story" often serves as a narrative device to explore the detective’s limits and legacy, adding

depth to his mythos.

Adaptations and Reimaginings of Holmes’s Final Case

Over the years, many films and TV series have revisited Holmes’s so-called last case. Some, like the
BBC’s "Sherlock" or the Guy Ritchie films, incorporate elements from "The Final Problem" or reimagine
the confrontation with Moriarty. Others venture into original territories, exploring what might happen if

Holmes faced new threats or challenges in a modern setting.

This ongoing reinvention keeps the last Sherlock Holmes story relevant, showing how a character



created over a century ago can still captivate audiences today.

Tips for Exploring the Last Sherlock Holmes Story

If you’re new to Sherlock Holmes or interested in discovering the last stories surrounding this

legendary detective, here are some suggestions to guide your journey:
e Start with the original: Reading "The Adventure of the Final Problem" provides essential context
for understanding Holmes’s dramatic showdown with Moriarty.

¢ Explore pastiches and novels: Michael Dibdin’s "The Last Sherlock Holmes Story" is an excellent

example of how other authors have expanded on Holmes’s legend.

e Watch adaptations: Films and TV adaptations often add new twists to Holmes’s final adventures,

offering visual and narrative perspectives worth exploring.

 Dive into historical context: Understanding Victorian London, the social climate, and figures like

Jack the Ripper enriches your appreciation of these stories.

e Engage with fan communities: Sherlock Holmes enthusiasts often discuss various interpretations

of the last story, providing insights and recommendations.

The Last Sherlock Holmes Story as a Reflection of Mystery’s

Evolution



The fascination with the last Sherlock Holmes story is also a reflection of how mystery storytelling has
evolved. Holmes’s final case symbolizes the transition from classic detective tales to more

psychologically complex and morally ambiguous narratives.

Modern interpretations often blur the lines between hero and villain, certainty and doubt—mirroring
contemporary tastes for nuanced characters and intricate plots. In this sense, the last Sherlock Holmes

story is not just an end, but a bridge connecting past and present in the world of detective fiction.

As readers continue to seek out new mysteries and interpretations, the legacy of Sherlock Holmes’s

last story remains vibrant, inviting each generation to uncover its secrets anew.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story'?

'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story' is a novel by Michael Dibdin that reimagines Sherlock Holmes

investigating the Jack the Ripper murders, blending detective fiction with historical crime.

Who is the author of 'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story'?

The author of 'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story' is Michael Dibdin.

How does 'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story' differ from traditional

Sherlock Holmes tales?

Unlike traditional Holmes stories that focus on fictional crimes, this novel incorporates real historical

events, specifically the Jack the Ripper murders, adding a darker and more realistic tone.

Is 'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story' part of the original Conan Doyle



canon?

No, 'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story' is a pastiche and is not part of the original Sherlock Holmes

stories written by Arthur Conan Doyle.

What genre does 'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story' belong to?

'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story' is a mystery thriller that combines detective fiction with historical

crime and psychological elements.

Has 'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story' been adapted into other media?

Yes, 'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story' was adapted into a film in 1976, starring Christopher Plummer

as Sherlock Holmes.

What themes are explored in 'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story'?

The novel explores themes such as the duality of human nature, the clash between reason and

madness, and the blurred line between heroism and villainy.

How accurate is the portrayal of Jack the Ripper in 'The Last Sherlock
Holmes Story'?

'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story' takes creative liberties, portraying Jack the Ripper within a fictional

framework that serves the story rather than strict historical accuracy.

Why is 'The Last Sherlock Holmes Story' considered a significant
Sherlock Holmes pastiche?

It is significant because it uniquely merges Sherlock Holmes with a real and infamous historical

mystery, offering a fresh and compelling take on the iconic detective character.



Additional Resources

The Last Sherlock Holmes Story: An Analytical Review of the Final Case

the last sherlock holmes story has long fascinated readers and scholars alike, as it purports to reveal
the ultimate fate of the world’s most famous fictional detective. While Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s original
canon consists of four novels and fifty-six short stories, the title “The Last Sherlock Holmes Story”
often refers to various pastiches and adaptations that attempt to provide closure to Holmes’s enigmatic
career. Among these, the 1978 novel by Michael Dibdin stands out as a landmark work, blending
classic detective elements with psychological thriller nuances. This article delves deeply into the
narrative, thematic texture, and cultural significance of this final Holmes adventure, while exploring its

place within the broader Sherlockian tradition.

The Narrative Structure and Plot Overview

At its core, The Last Sherlock Holmes Story by Michael Dibdin reimagines the detective’s final case
with a provocative twist: Holmes is portrayed as potentially being the notorious Jack the Ripper. This
controversial premise diverges sharply from the original Doyle stories that maintain Holmes’s
unwavering moral compass and rational brilliance. The novel is set in Victorian London, meticulously
evoking the grime and intrigue of the era, and follows Holmes and Watson as they investigate a series

of gruesome murders linked to the infamous Ripper killings.

Unlike the canonical detective tales, the novel employs a suspense-driven narrative that gradually blurs
the lines between hero and villain. The psychological depth afforded to Holmes introduces a
complexity rarely explored in earlier works, lending a darker, more human dimension to the character.
The story culminates in a dramatic confrontation that raises ethical questions about identity, justice,

and the nature of evil.



Characterization and Themes

The Last Sherlock Holmes Story distinguishes itself through its deep exploration of Holmes’s psyche.
Traditional portrayals depict Holmes as a detached, almost superhuman figure of logic and

observation; however, Dibdin’s interpretation invites readers to reconsider Holmes’s inner turmoil and
capacity for darkness. This nuanced characterization aligns with late 20th-century literary trends that

favor flawed heroes over infallible icons.

A central theme is duality—the coexistence of intellect and madness, good and evil within a single
individual. This is echoed in the symbolic juxtaposition of Holmes and Jack the Ripper, where detective
and criminal become entwined in an unsettling narrative. The novel also interrogates Victorian

society’s repression and fascination with crime, reflecting broader cultural anxieties.

Comparative Analysis with Canonical Sherlock Holmes Stories

To appreciate the impact of The Last Sherlock Holmes Story, it is essential to contrast it with Doyle’s
original tales. The canonical stories emphasize deductive reasoning, justice, and the triumph of
rationality over chaos. Holmes is the archetype of the “consulting detective,” a figure who solves

mysteries with almost supernatural insight but remains morally grounded.

In contrast, Dibdin’s novel introduces ambiguity and moral complexity, challenging the infallibility of
Holmes. This shift can be seen as part of a larger trend in Sherlock Holmes pastiches and adaptations
that seek to modernize the character for contemporary audiences, incorporating psychological realism

and ethical dilemmas absent from the original works.

Furthermore, the novel’s darker tone and integration of real historical events—such as the Jack the
Ripper murders—provide a gritty realism that differs from the more stylized and sometimes whimsical

adventures penned by Doyle.



Reception and Cultural Impact

Since its publication, The Last Sherlock Holmes Story has elicited mixed reactions from both fans and
critics. Some praise its originality and bold narrative choices, applauding Dibdin for reinvigorating the
Holmes mythos with psychological complexity. Others criticize the novel for straying too far from the

canon and for its provocative portrayal of Holmes as a potential murderer.

From an SEO perspective, discussions surrounding “the last Sherlock Holmes story” frequently
intersect with searches for “Sherlock Holmes final case,” “Michael Dibdin Sherlock Holmes,” and
“Jack the Ripper Sherlock Holmes.” This novel has thus become a focal point for those interested in

alternative interpretations of Holmes’s legacy.

The story has also inspired adaptations and scholarly debate about the boundaries of fan fiction,
literary pastiche, and the preservation of classic characters. Its daring approach opened doors for
subsequent authors and filmmakers to experiment with Holmes’s persona, contributing to the ongoing

evolution of one of literature’s most enduring detectives.

Literary Features and Writing Style

Dibdin’s writing in The Last Sherlock Holmes Story is notable for its atmospheric detail and
suspenseful pacing. The prose skillfully captures the fog-laden streets of London and the tense mood
surrounding the Ripper murders. Unlike Doyle’s often brisk and dialogue-heavy style, Dibdin
incorporates introspective passages that delve into Holmes’s mental state, providing a more

introspective reading experience.

The narrative employs a first-person perspective through Dr. Watson, maintaining continuity with the
original stories while allowing for a more unreliable and layered viewpoint. This choice amplifies the
mystery and invites readers to question the veracity of the narrator, a technique that enhances the

psychological tension.



Pros and Cons of The Last Sherlock Holmes Story

¢ Pros:

o

Innovative and thought-provoking reinterpretation of Holmes’s character.

[¢]

Rich historical context blending fictional and real events.

[¢]

Engages with themes of duality and identity, adding depth to the detective genre.

[¢]

Atmospheric and immersive depiction of Victorian London.

e Cons:
o Polarizing portrayal of Holmes may alienate traditional fans.
o Some readers may find the psychological complexity and moral ambiguity challenging.

o The dark tone contrasts sharply with the often lighter, adventure-driven original stories.

The Last Sherlock Holmes Story in the Context of Sherlockian



Lore

Within the ever-expanding realm of Sherlockian lore, The Last Sherlock Holmes Story occupies a
unique niche. It represents a deliberate departure from Doyle’s framework, reflecting a postmodern
approach to classic literature where characters evolve beyond their original boundaries. This approach
resonates with audiences who seek fresh perspectives on familiar narratives, fueling the popularity of

pastiches, spin-offs, and reinterpretations.

Moreover, the novel’s intertwining of Holmes with Jack the Ripper taps into a longstanding cultural
fascination with unsolved mysteries and the blurred lines between detective and perpetrator. This
thematic interplay has influenced other media, including television adaptations and graphic novels, that

explore the darker aspects of Holmes’s mythos.

SEO Considerations and Keywords Integration

When analyzing The Last Sherlock Holmes Story, it is important to consider the SEO landscape
surrounding the topic. Key phrases such as “Sherlock Holmes final case,” “Michael Dibdin Sherlock
Holmes novel,” “Jack the Ripper Holmes theory,” and “Holmes and Watson last case” are frequently

searched by enthusiasts and researchers.

This article naturally incorporates these terms alongside related keywords like “Victorian detective

fiction,” “Holmes pastiches,” and “psychological thriller Sherlock Holmes,” enhancing its relevance for
search engines while maintaining a professional tone. Such integration ensures that content about The
Last Sherlock Holmes Story reaches a broad audience interested in both literary analysis and historical

mystery.

The enduring appeal of Sherlock Holmes, coupled with the intrigue of a “last story,” continues to
generate significant interest across digital platforms, driving discussions, reviews, and new creative

works inspired by this seminal narrative.



In exploring The Last Sherlock Holmes Story, one encounters a fascinating intersection of classic
detective fiction and modern psychological thriller. Michael Dibdin’s audacious reimagining challenges
preconceived notions about one of literature’s greatest characters, inviting readers to engage with
Holmes’s legacy in a profoundly new way. As the detective’s final case unfolds amidst the shadowy
streets of Victorian London, the story leaves an indelible mark on the Sherlockian tradition, inspiring

ongoing dialogue about identity, morality, and the enduring power of storytelling.

The Last Sherlock Holmes Story
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2012-03-15 There can be no question that the contents of this book will prove extremely
controversial. Many people will be deeply shocked by the nature of Watson's statement. Many will
no doubt prefer to reject it rather than surrender the beliefs of a lifetime. Others will at least regret
that two of the great mysteries of crime are finally solved... An extraordinary document comes to
light which for fifty years had been held on deposit by the bankers of the deceased John Herbert
Watson MD - better known as Dr Watson. The document, written by Dr Watson himself, opens in the
East End of London in 1888. Three women have been savagely murdered. To calm the public outcry,
Scotland Yard approaches London's most eminent detective, Sherlock Holmes, and asks him to
investigate the killer. Can Holmes solve the mystery of Jack the Ripper? And why has this story been
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1994-11-03 Ten years after the supposed death of Sherlock Holmes at the Reichenbach Falls, Doyle
bowed to popular pressure and breathed new life into his enduring creation. Holmes and Watson
return to Baker Street to tackle such famous cases as The Dancing Men, The Solitary Cyclist, and
The Six Napoleons.

the last sherlock holmes story: The Return of Sherlock Holmes Arthur Conan Doyle,
1993-09-30 Ten years after the supposed death of Sherlock Holmes at the Reichenbach Falls, Arthur
Conan Doyle was to bow to popular pressure and breathe new life into his creation. To the
astonishment of Dr Watson, and the delight of his readers, Holmes reappears in Baker Street to
embark on a new series of adventures. Amongst the famous cases he and Watson tackle are "The
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Dancing Men', "The Solitary Cyclist', and "The Six Napoleons'. Conan Doyle's own life provides
inspiration for the tales, from his days as a student doctor on a Greenland whaler to the
overwhelming grief he experienced from his wife's slow death from tuberculosis. - ;Ten years after
the supposed death of Sherlock Holmes at the Reichenbach Falls, Arthur Conan Doyle was to bow to
popular pressure and breathe new life into his creation. To the astonishment of Dr Watson, and the
delight of his readers, Holmes reappears in Baker Street to embark on a new series of adventures.
Amongst the famous cases he and Watson tackle are " The Dancing Men', "The Solitary Cyclist', and
"The Six Napoleons'. Conan Doyle's own life provides inspiration for the tales, from his days as a
student doctor on a Greenland whaler to the overwhelming grief he experienced from his wife's slow
death from tuberculosis. -

the last sherlock holmes story: The Case Book Of Sherlock Holmes Arthur Conan Doyle,
2014-04-29 Consulting detective Sherlock Holmes and his colleague Doctor John Watson bring the
Sherlock Holmes canon to its conclusion in the last collection of Holmes, brought back when popular
demand convinced Arthur Conan Doyle to bring his beloved character back for twelve more
adventures. This collection features the last Holmes story ever published, “The Adventure of
Shoscombe Old Place.” Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories have been adapted numerous times,
including the 2009 and 2011 movies starring Jude Law and Robert Downey Jr., and the popular
television shows Elementary, starring Jonny Lee Miller and Lucy Liu, and the BBC’s Sherlock,
starring Benedict Cumberbatch and Martin Freeman. HarperPerennial Classics brings great works
of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and
celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to
build your digital library.

the last sherlock holmes story: The BFI Companion to Crime Phil Hardy, 1997-01-01
Robbers, gangsters, murderers, and criminals of every description have long been a staple of
popular entertainment. Movies are no exception, and film buffs and scholars alike now have a
complete guide to the vast array of films that make up the fascinating world of crime cinema. The
BFI Companion to Crime offers detailed information on the sub-genres and motifs of movies dealing
with criminals and their behavior: prison dramas, heist stories, kidnappings, the exploits of serial
killers, juvenile delinquents, and hired guns. Phil Hardy also includes articles on the historical and
social background of crime movies. The Mafia, the Japanese yakuza, the FBI, and the underworld of
union rackets, prostitution, and drugs are some of the topics covered. Fictional characters such as
Sherlock Holmes, Inspector Maigret, Philip Marlow, and Pretty Boy Floyd appear in these pages,
along with the literary sources of many crime films. The works of Graham Greene, Dashiell
Hammett, Mickey Spillane, and Eric Ambler are among those featured. Abundantly illustrated with
more than 500 photographs, this is the book for film enthusiasts and anyone interested in the crime
genre.

the last sherlock holmes story: Jack the Ripper Mark Whitehead, Miriam Rivett, 2012-11-01
So who was Jack the Ripper? No-one in the annals of crime is capable of arousing such passionate
debate as the perpetrator of the Whitechapel Murders in 1888. Was he a demented Royal, a Masonic
assassin, a sexually-frustrated artist, a member of the Czarist secret police, a crazed reformist or
even an escaped gorilla? More than a century has passed since this unknown killer murdered East
End prostitutes under the very noses of the police and yet we seem no closer to uncovering the
Ripper's identity. Countless volumes have been written by warring researchers, seemingly unable to
agree even on the number of his victims. Is it possible that we will ever know the truth or is the
Ripper destined to remain an enigma, his place in history secured as both an English-heritage crime
icon and a universal bogeyman? This revised and updated edition contains a summary of Jack's
crimes, victims and the ill-fated police investigation. It considers many of the Ripper's proposed
identities, bringing you up to date with the latest suspects and includes a guide to the Ripper's many
fictional outings, from The Lodger to From Hell.

the last sherlock holmes story: The Hero in Transition Ray Broadus Browne, Marshall
William Fishwick, 1983 An investigation of society's heroes during any time period will reveal the



personnel deemed worthy of being emulated at that particular time by that particular society. There
will be many old and time-tested figures, sometimes with new faces and new profiles; there will also
be a mix of new faces. Thus the hero--like history itself--is constantly in transition, and both the hero
and the transition are fundamental to the study of a culture. These essays turn the pantheon of
heroes around before our eyes and reveal the many complicated aspects of hero worship.

the last sherlock holmes story: Crime Fiction John Scaggs, 2005 Provides a lively introduction
to what is both a wide-ranging and hugely popular literary genre. Accessible and clear, this
comprehensive overview is the essential guide for all those studying crime fiction.

the last sherlock holmes story: Key Concepts in Crime Fiction Heather Worthington,
2011-08-31 An insight into a popular yet complex genre that has developed over the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. The volume explores the contemporary anxieties to which crime fiction
responds, along with society's changing conceptions of crime and criminality. The book covers texts,
contexts and criticism in an accessible and user-friendly format.

the last sherlock holmes story: Bloody Italy Patricia Prandini Buckler, 2014-03-13 These new
essays comprise a critical analysis of present-day crime fiction and nonfiction works set in Italy (all
of which are available in English). The writers discussed range from Donna Leon and Michael Dibdin
to Leonardo Sciascia and Andrea Camilleri. Essays also deal with nonfiction by Roberto Saviano and
Douglas Preston. An emerging theme is the corruption of Italian police and judiciary officials and the
frustration of officers and politicians trying to work ethically within a flawed system. Many of the
works discussed show the struggle of the honest characters to find at least a limited justice for the
victims.

the last sherlock holmes story: Deviance in Contemporary Crime Fiction C. Gregoriou,
2007-01-30 This book explores the three aspects of deviance that contemporary crime fiction
manipulates: linguistic, social, and generic. Gregoriou conducts case studies into crime series by
James Patterson, Michael Connelly and Patricia Cornwell, and investigates the way in which these
novelists correspondingly challenge those aforementioned conventions.

the last sherlock holmes story: Writing and Victorianism ].B. Bullen, 2014-06-06 Writing
and Victorianism asks the fundamental question 'what is Victorianism?' and offers a number of
answers taken from methods and approaches which have been developed over the last ten years.
This collection of essays, written by both new and established scholars from Britain and the U.S.A,
develops many of the themes of nineteenth-century studies which have lately come to the fore,
touching upon issues such as drugs, class, power and gender. Some essays reflect the interaction of
word and image in the nineteenth-century, and the notion of the city as spectacle; others look at
Victorian science finding a connection between writing and the growth of psychology and psychiatry
on the one hand and with the power of scientific materialism on the other. As well as key figures
such as Dickens, Tennyson and Wilde, a host of new names are introduced including working-class
writers attempting to define themselves and writers in the Periodical press who, once anonymous,
exercised a great influence over Victorian politics, taste, and social ideals. From these observations
there emerges a need for self-definition in Victorian writing. History, ancestry, and the past all play
their part in figuring the present in the nineteenth-century, and many of these studies foreground
the problem of literary, social, and psychological identity.

the last sherlock holmes story: The Novel Life of PG Wodehouse Roderick Easdale,
2014-06-18 Was PG Wodehouse really a traitor, a naive simpleton dominated by his wife and out of
touch with the world around him? This book challenges many of the accepted wisdoms about PG
Wodehouse and his work and skilfully entwines details of Wodehouse's life with an analysis of his
work to show that, contrary to popular belief, many of the scenarios, characters and issues he wrote
about came from his own, sometimes bitter, personal experience. It shows, for instance, how Bertie
Wooster is a much misunderstood figure in literature and shared many of the characteristics and life
story of PG Wodehouse himself. Easdale also gives fresh insight into PG Wodehouse's alleged
‘treachery' during World War II and his motives for making five radio broadcasts from Germany
which were to cast a shadow over the rest of his life. ‘Easdale often finds an original angle with



which to shatter stale, accepted perception... this book is compelling.' (Country Life). “This
fascinating examination offers a refreshing and accessible study of Wodehouse’s work.” (Press
Association).

the last sherlock holmes story: Novel Cultivations Elizabeth Hope Chang, 2019-03-25
Shortlisted for the Best Book Prize from the British Society of Literature and Science
Nineteenth-century English nature was a place of experimentation, exoticism, and transgression, as
site and emblem of the global exchanges of the British Empire. Popular attitudes toward the
transplantation of exotic species—botanical and human—to Victorian greenhouses and cities found
anxious expression in a number of fanciful genre texts, including mysteries, science fiction, and
horror stories. Situated in a mid-Victorian moment of frenetic plant collecting from the far reaches
of the British empire, Novel Cultivations recognizes plants as vital and sentient subjects that
serve—often more so than people—as actors and narrative engines in the nineteenth-century novel.
Conceptions of native and natural were decoupled by the revelation that nature was globally
sourced, a disruption displayed in the plots of gardens as in those of novels. Elizabeth Chang
examines here the agency asserted by plants with shrewd readings of a range of fictional works,
from monstrous rhododendrons in Daphne du Maurier’s Rebecca and Mexican prickly pears in Olive
Schreiner’s Story of an African Farm, to Algernon Blackwood’s hair-raising The Man Whom the
Trees Loved and other obscure ecogothic tales. This provocative contribution to ecocriticism shows
plants as buttonholes between fiction and reality, registering changes of form and content in both
realms.

the last sherlock holmes story: The Final Problem Arthur Conan Doyle, 2020-09-28 Holmes’
life is in danger. The criminal mastermind Moriarty is after him. Holmes has stood in his way several
times, attempting to catch him and prove his guilty. The great detective creates a complex plan with
the only goal to solve what is to be the greatest and crowning achievement of his lifetime. Moriarty
is however an equal opponent who is not to be underestimated. Moriarty’s and Holmes’ paths cross
near The Reichenbach Falls in Switzerland. Who will prevail in this battle between good and bad,
law and outlaw? Will Holmes complete his life goal or he will die trying? The Final Problem is a part
of The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) was born in Scotland and
studied medicine at the University of Edinburgh. After his studies, he worked as a ship’s surgeon on
various boats. During the Second Boer War, he was an army doctor in South Africa. When he came
back to the United Kingdom, he opened his own practice and started writing crime books. He is best
known for his thrilling stories about the adventures of Sherlock Holmes. He published four novels
and more than 50 short-stories starring the detective and Dr Watson, and they play an important
role in the history of crime fiction. Other than the Sherlock Holmes series, Doyle wrote around thirty
more books, in genres such as science-fiction, fantasy, historical novels, but also poetry, plays, and
non-fiction.

the last sherlock holmes story: The Doctor and the Detective Martin Booth, 2013-05-10 A
biography attempts to separate the life of the Edinburgh doctor from his fictional consulting
detective from London. This entertaining, smart biography of Arthur Conan Doyle presents a
modern-day interpretation of the man who, contrary to his best efforts, will always be known as the
creator of the great detective, Sherlock Holmes. Doyle was, however, much more, as Booth shows us
in this intriguing study of a man who thrived on the times in which he lived. While Holmes fans will
be captivated by the various tidbits that offer insight into their hero’s creation; others will be
fascinated by this living embodiment of the Victorian masculine ideal. Praise for The Doctor and the
Detective “If we wish to find our way to the essential man, we need look no further than this work.”
—P.D. James, bestselling author of A Certain Justice “An attractive and well-written introduction to
Conan Doyle’s body of work.” —Library Journal “Readers who think of Conan Doyle only as the man
who created Sherlock Holmes will be surprised, and perhaps even shocked, by this comprehensive
and fascinating biography.” —Booklist

the last sherlock holmes story: Jack the Ripper - Through the Mists of Time Peter
Hodgson, 2011-08-26 Over a century ago a series of shocking mutilation murders took place in a



squalid, overcrowded district of Victorian London. Five women fell victim to a man driven by rage
and violent fantasy. The newspapers of the day gave him a chilling nickname, a name that evokes
images of gas-lit foggy streets and a top-hatted sinister figure carrying a Gladstone bag. From the
outset, the murderer attained almost mythical status merely by virtue of his name and his uncanny
ability to avoid detection. The legend of Jack the Ripper was born. Peter Hodgson’s detailed and
entertaining overview of Ripper lore in fact, film and fiction analyses the fiend’s awesome legacy. He
explores the institutions and the individuals: the Jewish community and their rituals with meat, the
scandal-prone royal family, the Victorian police and their simplistic methods of investigation, the
streetwalkers and their trade. This book compares the fiction with the reality of those ghastly
events, and clearly shows how the real killer has been transformed into a creature of the mind-the
‘other’ Jack the Ripper. Examination of the victims’ mutilations reveals the true nature of ‘Jack’s’
grotesque fantasies. This aspect-coupled with his elementary anatomical knowledge-is used in
conjunction with the FBI's appraisal of the case to construct a unique psychological profile. From the
long list of candidates the author reveals his prime suspect for the role of the world’s most infamous
serial killer. Book reviews online: PublishedBestsellers website.
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