gospel conversation

The Art of Gospel Conversation: Sharing Faith with Grace and Clarity

gospel conversation is more than just exchanging words about faith; it's an intentional,
heartfelt dialogue where the message of hope, redemption, and love is shared in a way that
resonates deeply with others. Engaging in gospel conversation requires sensitivity,
understanding, and authenticity, making it a vital skill for anyone looking to share their
faith effectively in today's diverse world.

Understanding Gospel Conversation

At its core, gospel conversation is the process of communicating the good news of Jesus
Christ in everyday interactions. It’'s not about delivering a rehearsed sermon or debating
theology but rather fostering genuine connections that open doors for spiritual discussion.
Whether it happens over coffee, during a casual walk, or in a moment of vulnerability,
gospel conversation invites people into a transformative story.

Why Gospel Conversation Matters

In an age where skepticism and diverse beliefs abound, gospel conversation offers a
personal touch that written tracts or social media posts often lack. It provides an
opportunity to:

Build relationships based on trust and respect

Address doubts and questions in real-time

Demonstrate the love and grace of Christ through actions and words

Encourage seekers and believers alike on their spiritual journey

By engaging in thoughtful dialogue, believers can gently guide others toward exploring
faith in a supportive environment.

Key Elements of Effective Gospel Conversation

To make gospel conversation meaningful, several vital components come into play.
Understanding these elements can help anyone feel more confident and prepared to share
their faith naturally.



Listening More Than Speaking

One of the most overlooked aspects of gospel conversation is the art of listening. By
genuinely hearing someone’s thoughts, experiences, and struggles, you gain insight into
their worldview. This not only builds rapport but also allows you to tailor the conversation in
a way that meets their specific spiritual needs.

Authenticity and Vulnerability

People respond best when they sense honesty. Sharing your personal faith story, including
doubts and struggles, can create a safe space for others to open up. Authenticity breaks
down barriers and shows that faith is not about perfection but about grace.

Clarity and Simplicity

While theological depth is important, gospel conversation thrives on clear, simple language
that anyone can understand. Avoiding jargon, explaining key concepts like sin, redemption,
and grace in relatable terms, and focusing on the core message prevents confusion and
keeps the conversation accessible.

Prayer and Dependence on the Holy Spirit

Ultimately, gospel conversation is not a human endeavor alone; it’'s empowered by the Holy
Spirit. Praying for guidance, wisdom, and the right words before and during the
conversation aligns your heart with God’s purpose and invites His presence into the
dialogue.

Practical Tips for Engaging in Gospel
Conversations

For many, initiating gospel conversation can feel daunting. Here are some practical
strategies to help navigate these moments with confidence:

Start with Questions

Rather than launching into a presentation of the gospel, begin by asking open-ended
questions. Questions like “What do you think about faith?” or “Have you ever wondered
about the meaning of life?” invite the other person to share their perspective and set the
stage for a genuine exchange.



Use Everyday Situations

Sometimes the best gospel conversations arise naturally from daily life. A shared hardship,
a moment of joy, or even a current event can be a springboard for discussing deeper
spiritual truths. Being observant and sensitive to these opportunities makes the gospel
relevant and timely.

Share Your Story

Personal testimonies are powerful. They provide real-world evidence of God’s work in your
life and demonstrate how faith impacts daily living. When you share your story, it
personalizes the gospel and makes it tangible.

Be Patient and Respectful

Not every conversation will lead to immediate transformation. Sometimes seeds are
planted that take time to grow. Respecting the other person’s pace and beliefs fosters trust
and leaves the door open for future dialogue.

Common Challenges in Gospel Conversation and
How to Overcome Them

Engaging in gospel conversation isn’t always easy. Recognizing common obstacles can help
you prepare and respond wisely.

Fear of Rejection

Many hesitate because they worry about negative reactions. Remember, you’'re sharing a
message of love, not winning an argument. Approach conversations with humility and
grace, focusing on relationship rather than results.

Lack of Knowledge

Feeling unprepared can undermine confidence. Studying Scripture, understanding core
doctrines, and practicing sharing your faith in simple terms build a foundation that helps
you speak clearly when opportunities arise.



Time Constraints

Sometimes conversations are cut short or circumstances aren’t ideal. Even brief moments
can be impactful. A well-placed sentence or invitation to continue the discussion later can
make a difference.

The Role of Gospel Conversation in Contemporary
Christianity

In today’s cultural landscape, gospel conversation plays a crucial role in bridging the gap
between the church and the wider community. With increasing secularism and religious
pluralism, relational evangelism through conversation offers a way to connect authentically
and respectfully.

Moreover, gospel conversation encourages Christians to live out their faith openly and
consistently, embodying the message they share. This holistic approach—combining words
with actions—makes gospel conversations more credible and compelling.

Digital Gospel Conversations

The rise of social media and digital communication has introduced new avenues for gospel
conversation. Engaging thoughtfully online, responding to questions, and sharing faith
stories on various platforms extend the reach of the gospel. However, the principles of
respect, clarity, and authenticity remain essential, whether face-to-face or virtual.

Encouraging a Culture of Gospel Conversation

Churches and faith communities can play a significant role in fostering gospel conversation
by creating environments where questions are welcomed, and sharing faith is encouraged.
Training workshops, small group discussions, and mentorship programs equip believers to

become confident witnesses.

Encouraging a culture where gospel conversation is a natural part of daily life not only
strengthens individual faith but also contributes to the growth and vitality of the Christian
community as a whole.

Engaging in gospel conversation is a journey of faith, patience, and love. It's about meeting
people where they are, sharing the transformative story of Christ with humility, and trusting
God to work in hearts. Whether you’re just beginning or have been sharing for years, each
dialogue holds the potential to change lives and bring light into the world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a gospel conversation?

A gospel conversation is a discussion centered around the message of the gospel, focusing
on sharing the good news of Jesus Christ and engaging others in spiritual dialogue.

How can | start a gospel conversation naturally?

You can start a gospel conversation naturally by building genuine relationships, asking
thoughtful questions about faith, and sharing your personal testimony in a respectful and
loving manner.

Why is gospel conversation important in modern
evangelism?

Gospel conversation is important because it allows for authentic, relational sharing of faith
rather than impersonal or confrontational approaches, making it more effective in today's
context.

What are some effective tips for leading a gospel
conversation?

Effective tips include listening actively, being patient, asking open-ended questions, sharing
the gospel clearly and simply, and praying for guidance and the person's openness.

How do | handle objections during a gospel
conversation?

Handle objections with empathy and respect, acknowledge the person's concerns, provide
thoughtful answers based on scripture and personal experience, and avoid arguments or
debates.

Can gospel conversations be done online, and how?

Yes, gospel conversations can be done online through social media, messaging apps, or
video calls by engaging in meaningful dialogue, sharing gospel resources, and being
respectful and patient in discussions.

Additional Resources

Gospel Conversation: Navigating Faith Through Dialogue

gospel conversation represents a nuanced and intentional form of dialogue centered
around the message of the Christian gospel. It is more than just casual talk about faith; it is
a purposeful engagement that seeks to communicate, explore, and often challenge beliefs



in a respectful and meaningful way. In contemporary religious discourse, gospel
conversations serve as critical tools for evangelism, spiritual growth, and community
building. This article delves into the multifaceted nature of gospel conversations, examining
their significance, methodologies, challenges, and impact within both church settings and
broader societal contexts.

The Nature and Significance of Gospel
Conversation

At its core, gospel conversation involves sharing the good news of Jesus Christ in a manner
that resonates with the listener’'s experiences and worldview. Unlike sermons or formal
teaching, gospel conversations are typically interactive and relational. They provide space
for questions, doubts, and personal stories, making the gospel accessible and relevant. In
an increasingly pluralistic and secular society, engaging in gospel conversations has
become a strategic approach for many Christians seeking to bridge cultural and ideological

gaps.

The significance of gospel conversations lies in their potential to foster genuine
understanding and transformation. Research indicates that people are more likely to
consider spiritual messages when presented in the context of authentic relationships rather
than confrontational debates. According to a study by the Barna Group, 59% of practicing
Christians say they have shared their faith in a casual conversation within the past year,
highlighting the prevalence and perceived importance of gospel conversations in personal
evangelism.

Key Features of Effective Gospel Conversations

An effective gospel conversation is characterized by several essential elements that
distinguish it from mere religious chatter:

* Relational Approach: Prioritizing trust and mutual respect to create a safe space for
open dialogue.

e Listening Skills: Actively listening to understand the other person's beliefs,
questions, and concerns.

e Contextualization: Tailoring the gospel message to align with the listener’s cultural
background and life situation.

e Clarity: Communicating the gospel in a straightforward and compelling manner
without jargon or ambiguity.

* Patience and Sensitivity: Recognizing that faith conversations often require time
and cannot be rushed or forced.



These features contribute to the overall effectiveness of gospel conversations and help
mitigate common pitfalls such as misunderstanding or defensiveness.

Methods and Approaches to Gospel Conversation

The methodology behind gospel conversation varies widely depending on context,
audience, and individual style. Broadly speaking, approaches can be categorized into
informal and formal methods, each with distinct advantages.

Informal Gospel Conversations

Informal gospel conversations frequently occur spontaneously in everyday
situations—whether during a coffee break, at work, or within social gatherings. These
encounters rely heavily on natural dialogue and relational dynamics. Informal conversations
often possess a lower barrier to entry for both parties, reducing pressure and encouraging
openness.

Some practical strategies for informal gospel conversations include:

e Sharing personal testimonies that illustrate the transformative power of faith.
e Asking open-ended questions to invite reflection and sharing.

e Connecting gospel themes to current events or moral dilemmas that resonate with the
listener.

While informal conversations offer flexibility and authenticity, they may lack structure,
which can sometimes lead to missed opportunities for deeper engagement.

Formal Gospel Conversations

Formal approaches to gospel conversation may involve planned discussions, study groups,
or one-on-one mentoring sessions. These settings provide space for systematic exploration
of faith topics, scripture study, and doctrinal questions. Formal gospel conversations can be
particularly effective in environments like churches, campus ministries, or counseling
centers.

Advantages of formal gospel conversations include:

e Structured content that ensures comprehensive coverage of gospel truths.



e Opportunity for sustained dialogue over multiple sessions.

e Facilitator guidance to navigate difficult questions or objections.

However, the formality can sometimes intimidate or alienate those unfamiliar with religious
discussions, underscoring the need for a sensitive and adaptable approach.

Challenges in Engaging Gospel Conversations

Despite their importance, gospel conversations face several challenges that can hinder
their success. Understanding these obstacles is crucial for anyone looking to engage more
effectively in faith-based dialogue.

Common Barriers

e Cultural and Religious Diversity: In multicultural societies, variations in religious
beliefs and worldviews can complicate communication and understanding.

* Fear of Rejection or Conflict: Many believers hesitate to initiate gospel
conversations due to concerns about offending others or facing hostility.

e Lack of Training: Without adequate preparation, individuals may struggle to
articulate their faith clearly or respond to challenging questions.

e Superficial Engagement: Conversations that remain on a surface level often fail to
make a lasting impact or encourage deeper reflection.

Addressing these barriers often requires intentional training, cultural sensitivity, and
cultivating a posture of humility and empathy.

Strategies to Overcome Challenges

Effective gospel conversations often stem from deliberate preparation and adaptive
communication skills. Some recommended strategies include:

1. Investing in gospel conversation workshops or evangelism training programs.

2. Engaging in cultural competency education to better understand diverse perspectives.

3. Practicing active listening and asking thoughtful questions to build rapport.



4. Using stories and analogies to make abstract theological concepts relatable.

5. Being patient and recognizing that faith journeys are often nonlinear and gradual.

These strategies empower individuals to navigate difficult conversations with confidence
and grace.

The Impact of Gospel Conversations in
Contemporary Society

In an era marked by rapid social change and religious pluralism, gospel conversations
function as vital conduits for spiritual dialogue and community connection. Churches
increasingly emphasize relational evangelism, recognizing that authentic gospel
conversations can break down barriers and foster mutual understanding.

Moreover, gospel conversations contribute to personal transformation and communal
cohesion. Testimonials from various ministries reveal that many individuals who engage in
thoughtful faith discussions experience renewed hope, a sense of belonging, and clarity
about their spiritual identity.

In educational contexts, gospel conversations encourage critical thinking about morality,
purpose, and existence, enriching academic discourse through the lens of faith. Meanwhile,
on digital platforms, online gospel conversations expand reach and accessibility, though
they require careful moderation to maintain respect and depth.

Ultimately, gospel conversations embody the timeless practice of sharing faith through
dialogue—an approach that respects individual autonomy while inviting exploration of
profound spiritual truths. As society continues to evolve, the art and science of gospel
conversation will likely remain a pivotal element in the ongoing narrative of religious
engagement and personal transformation.
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helps us recover and pursue His design. God is the one who created the world and every human
being in it. Authors Jimmy Scroggins and Steve Wright outline a reproducible method of sharing the
gospel that has been tested in the real world. Turning Everyday Conversations Into Gospel
Conversations is a simple strategy to train new and seasoned believers to join God in His
reconciliation work. Turning Everyday Conversations Into Gospel Conversations equips believers to
use the innovative 3 Circles, a user-friendly evangelistic tool for a new generation. Scroggins and
Wright train readers to incorporate the biblical metanarrative, as well as our own personal stories,
to tell the good news that Jesus has made a way out of the broken places we find ourselves.
Churches around the world are training people to share the gospel using this method. It has proven
appeal across generations and cultures. They've heard stories about an 8-year-old boy leading his
26-year-old cousin to repent and believe in Jesus and a 70-plus-year-old church member, who had
never before shared his faith, leading his Spanish-speaking neighbor to Christ. It’s been used to
train the Mixtec in Mexico, Maasai Warriors in Kenya, and prisoners in America. It's been presented
on napkins, in concrete, in the sand, and using tortillas. The 3 Circles work, and this book will train
you and your church members to use it. It doesn’t matter if you have been a Christian for decades or
days, you can learn to do what God asks us to do—to make His appeal to others through us (2 Cor.
5:20). This short training manual will empower and inspire millions of Christians to turn hundreds of
millions of everyday conversations into gospel conversations.
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conversation is work, but it works and it's worth it. Casual conversations are the gateway to gospel
conversations. Jesus talked to people. Jesus called his followers to talk to people. In the early church,
followers of Jesus couldn't help but speak in and about the name of Jesus. In the modern church, too
many followers of Jesus don't talk about Him at all. Why are believers in the local church not talking
to their family, friends, or each other about Christ? The Gospel Conversation answers the following
questions:* Why should followers of Jesus be engaging in gospel conversations? * What does
engaging the lost look like in everyday life? * How can we connect people to Jesus one conversation
at a time? In The Gospel Conversation, Sam Greer provides a biblical, intentional, and practical
approach to engaging the lost in everyday life. By unpacking a conversation that Paul had with
Philemon and through his own personal gospel conversations, Sam provides powerful and practical
insight to help every Christ-follower start gospel conversations.

gospel conversation: The Practical Art of Spiritual Conversation James Harrison Shultz, David
Rogers, 2021-03-31 The Practical Art of Spiritual Conversation is about the art of when, if, and how
to engage in a spiritual conversation. The whens and the ifs inform the how. Christians can be so
concerned with how to share the gospel that they often fail to consider where the person is
spiritually and when, or even if, they should share the gospel. To be sure, the Scriptures are clear
that followers of Christ must spread the good news. Yet there are times when sharing the gospel
would be undeniably inappropriate. How, then, do gospel-centered, evangelistic Christians discern
when to share Christ or when to stay silent? What determines when and if someone is even ready to
hear the gospel? How does one meaningfully engage a person who has already accepted the gospel?
Refined through tens of thousands of spiritual encounters, this book provides a helpful framework
for discerning where a person is spiritually and how to encourage each person to take a step toward
Christ regardless of where they may presently be in their faith journey. You will be equipped in the
practical art of spiritual conversation so that you can meaningfully encourage every person to take a
step toward Christ.
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cultivate a gospel conversational culture, and (2) practical insights on how to cultivate such a
culture was espoused. The Gospel Conversational Church was written for the local church and to the
local church. The book is written in such a way where pastors and leaders can use it as a training
tool. Yet, small groups can use it as a way to study a local church’s responsibility to fulfill the Great
Commission.
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how to engage in easy and comfortable conversation about the good news of Jesus. Explaining the
gospel in plain language and offering practical suggestions for sharing your faith with friends,
neighbors and colleagues, he provides twelve study and discussion sessions perfect for small groups
to work through--and try out--together.

gospel conversation: The Gospels and Christian Life in History and Practice Richard
Valantasis, Douglas K. Bleyle, Dennis C. Haugh, 2009-06-15 The Gospels And Christian Life reads
the four canonical Gospels as handbooks for religious formation through communal practices. The
book focuses on the communities that produced each gospel, the dynamic energy each gospel
displays for creating and sustaining community life, the different interpretations of the person of
Jesus, and the different systems of organization and leadership each gospel promulgated. The
authors carefully describe the social context of each Gospel and delineate the practices the texts
prescribe. Each gospel has an imaginative portal, an introductory chapter introducing the necessary
background for understanding the social, intellectual, and religious setting for each gospel. Their
reading of each Gospel builds on these foundations to illustrate the nature and scope of the
community's practices. Their work starts from the assumption that the communities did not look to
the Gospels for biographical data on the life of Jesus to offer the reader a powerful reading of each
Gospel community, its unique practices, and the way people were trained to become members of it.
This book is aimed at undergraduate and graduate teachers and students, pastors, and the general
audience eager for new ways to understand the New Testament.
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meets Jesus Conversation on being born again Part of the 'A Conversation with Jesus' series
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gospel conversation: Expository Notes, with Practical Observations upon the New
Testament ... By William Burkitt. [With a portrait.] , 1789

gospel conversation: Sharing the Gospel with Ease Thom S. Rainer, 2022 Discover a
Natural Way to Share the Love of Christ. Think about an incredibly joyful event in your life. Perhaps
you got a job you desperately wanted or you were really proud of something you made. Do you
remember how you couldn't wait to talk about it? You were willing and eager to have a conversation
about it with anyone who would listen! Why doesn't our excitement for Jesus overflow from our lives
in a similar and natural way? In this book, Thom Rainer explores what makes so many Christians
hesitant to talk about the greatest news the world has ever heard. There are real obstacles,
challenges, and fears, but God is bigger and stronger than these hurdles. His compassion extends to
all who wander, and He wants to show them His love through the lives of His people. With this
helpful guide, you will Discover why it is so difficult to share the greatest news in the world Identify
common objections that are difficult to answer and learn how to respond to them gracefully Learn
about the three biggest barriers to talking to your friends and neighbors about the gospel and how
to bypass those obstacles See how God loves to work through our lives to draw others to Himself

gospel conversation: Sending Well Dino Senesi, 2017-12-01 Sending Well: A Field Guide to
Great Church Planter Coaching gives practical steps for creating a system that delivers great
coaching to church planters. Whether you are coaching planters or attempting to develop coaches




for multiple planters, this book will help you. Sending Well helps coaches and leaders enhance their
coaching efforts in three parts: Part One: Build a Coaching Framework - Coaching is a vehicle to
help church planters pursue their unique Kingdom assignment. Building a coaching framework is
crucial to this assignment. Church planter coaches and the planters they coach must have the same
purposes in mind. Building a framework helps ensure this will be the case. Part Two: Develop Great
Coaches - Great coaches are made not born; they are developed. Sending Well creates simple
targets for coaches who want to move from “good enough” to “great. Part Three: Deliver Great
Coaching -The meaning of the word “coach” must evolve from training to action. “Coach is a verb,
and supporting church planters is the desired outcome. Sending Well explores four vital elements of
a coaching delivery system.

gospel conversation: Jesus Conversations Dave Sterrett, 2021-10-05 A practical how-to guide
for Christians who want to share their faith in more effective and natural ways. How are we to talk
about Jesus to someone who does not believe the way we do? Very few of us feel comfortable
articulating the truthfulness of Christ’s death and resurrection to a peer outside of the church.
Sometimes Christians feel intimidated by the objections of unbelievers who may say, “That’s right
for you, but not for me” or “That’s just your opinion.” Jesus Conversations provides questions,
answers, and relational tips in overcoming these conversation stoppers. Along with biblical insights
and apologetics, readers will see firsthand examples and stories of ordinary people who share the
gospel while visiting nursing homes, throwing parties, renting out bars for open- minded skeptics,
and more. Sterrett’s book equips followers of Jesus to become winsome and confident in
communicating the truths of the gospel to nonbelievers. It would be most effective for college
students and will resonate with those who are familiar with the I Am Second movement. Key points
and features: Provides strategies and practical insights to help Christians become courageous in
engaging in conversations with those who might not believe in the authority of the Bible. Practical,
relatable, and accessible.

gospel conversation: The 9 Arts of Spiritual Conversations Mary Schaller, John Crilly, 2016
Love God, love people. Could evangelism really be that simple? Often, it doesn't seem so. It can feel
scary, awkward, and uncomfortable as we try to navigate loaded questions and different
perspectives. Even the most faithful of believers sometimes get stumped. But can you imagine if we,
as Christians, simply spent time with people who are far from God and provided a safe place to talk
about spiritual matters? If we listened to them and discovered what was really important to them?
After all . . . it's what Jesus did. And it's what you can do too. Drawing straight from the life and
ministry of Jesus, The 9 Arts of Spiritual Conversations offers simple practices to help you build
relationships with people who believe differently. Anyone who has read and appreciated Becoming a
Contagious Christian or Just Walk across the Room won't want to miss this book on creating a safe
space to have natural, loving, and spiritual conversations with others.

gospel conversation: Fuel the Fire Charles Kelley, 2018-05-15 The evangelistic focus of the
Southern Baptist Convention has diminished, creating unprecedented challenges. In Fuel the Fire,
Chuck Kelley intends to start a conversation, urging readers to continue carrying out the work of
evangelism.

gospel conversation: An Exposition of the New Testament, etc John GILL (D.D., Baptist
Minister, at Horsley Down.), 1809

gospel conversation: The Collected Works of Witness Lee, 1958, volume 1 Witness Lee,
Regarding Brother Witness Lee's travel and his ministry, 1958 can be divided into approximately
three periods. The first period is the three months from January through March, during which
Brother Lee was in Manila, Philippines, in January and returned to Taipei, Taiwan, via Hong Kong in
February. He then conducted three conferences and a few co-workers' meetings in March. The
second period consists of the next six months, from the beginning of April through mid October.
During this period Brother Lee traveled around the world, passing through Tokyo, Osaka, and
Shenyu in Japan (April 8 through 22); Honolulu, San Francisco, Berkeley, Los Angeles, Chicago,
Detroit, Pittsburgh, New York City, Washington, D.C., and Toronto in the United States and Canada



(April 23 through August 1); London, Copenhagen, Glasgow, Paris, Brussels, Amsterdam, Hamburg,
Zurich, Geneva, Rome, and Athens in Europe (August 2 through September 21); Beirut, Jerusalem,
and Tehran in the Middle East (September 22 through 28); Karachi, Rangoon (now Yangon), and
Bangkok in South and Southeast Asia (September 29 through October 3); and Hong Kong (October 4
through 15) before returning to Taiwan on October 16. The third period consists of the last three
months in Taiwan, during which time he conducted various conferences. For the first period we have
records of Brother Lee's meeting with district responsible ones in Hong Kong on February 12. The
three conferences that Brother Lee conducted in Taiwan in March were on the subject of enjoying
God. This is the first time that Brother Lee released the light concerning this subject. In addition to
the three conferences, Brother Lee conducted a number of meetings with serving ones on March 4
through 8. He also gave a series of messages on reading the Bible and another series of messages on
the vision of the tree of life. The messages given during this period are included in volume 1 of this
set. For the second period we have records of Brother Lee's speaking in Tokyo in April in a
conference on enjoying God and records of a few private talks. There are two records of his speaking
in New York and four records of his speaking in Denmark. In addition, he wrote long letters that
reveal some of the meetings that took place during his trip. These letters are published in Church
News in volume 1 of this set. After his visits to the United States, Europe, and the Middle East, he
returned to Hong Kong in October. There he held two weeks of conferences on God's building. In the
third period, upon returning to Taiwan in October, Brother Lee conducted a conference on God's
building, with meetings in both the morning and the evening. In addition, he conducted various
meetings with serving ones. After the conference, on Mondays and Wednesdays he gave additional
messages on the subject of God's building. Almost all the messages given in the second and third
periods of 1958 are included in volume 2 of this set. Some of his speaking in October and November
is included in volume 1 in the section entitled The Perfecting of the Saints and the Building Up of the
House of God. The Collected Works of Witness Lee, 1958, volume 1, contains messages, personal
letters, and reports by Brother Witness Lee from February through December 1958. Historical
information concerning Brother Lee's travels and the content of his ministry in 1958 can be found in
the general preface that appears at the beginning of this volume. The contents of this volume are
divided into seven sections, as follows: 1. A message given in Hong Kong on February 12. This
message is included in this section under the title Building and Perfecting. 2. A short speaking in an
unknown location in February or March. This speaking is included in this volume under the title The
Son of Man. 3. Ten messages given in Taipei, Taiwan, in March. These messages were previously
published in a book entitled Reading the Bible to See Its True Meaning and Central Thought and are
included in this volume under the same title. 4. Thirteen messages given in Taipei, Taiwan, in March,
October, and November. These messages were previously published in a book entitled The
Perfecting of the Saints and the Building Up of the House of God and are included in this volume
under the same title. 5. Eighteen personal letters and reports that appeared in Issue Nos. 1 through
18 of Church News from April 6 through December 18. They are included in this volume under the
same title. 6. Twenty-one messages given in Taipei, Taiwan, in March. These messages were
previously published in a book entitled How to Enjoy God and How to Practice the Enjoyment of God
and are included in this volume under the same title. 7. Six messages given in Taipei, Taiwan, in
March. These messages were previously published in a book entitled The Vision of the Tree of Life
and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and are included in this volume under the same
title.
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