
the collector of treasures bessie head
The Collector of Treasures Bessie Head: Exploring the Life and Legacy of a Literary Icon

the collector of treasures bessie head is more than just a phrase; it encapsulates the profound
impact and enduring legacy of one of Africa’s most celebrated writers. Bessie Head, often hailed as a
literary treasure herself, crafted stories that delve deep into the human experience, weaving themes
of identity, exile, and resilience. Her work continues to resonate, inviting readers to explore the
complexities of society through her unique lens. But who was Bessie Head, and why does the notion
of a “collector of treasures” so fittingly describe her life and writings? Let’s embark on a journey
through her remarkable story.

Who Was Bessie Head?

Bessie Amelia Emery Head was born in 1937 in South Africa under circumstances that shaped much
of her narrative voice. As a mixed-race child during apartheid, she faced societal rejection and
personal hardship from a young age. These early experiences of alienation and struggle became
fertile ground for her literary creativity. Despite the challenges, Bessie Head emerged as a powerful
storyteller, primarily writing about the marginalized and dispossessed.

Her move to Botswana in the late 1960s marked a turning point both in her life and work. It was in
Botswana that she found a sense of belonging and the freedom to fully express her voice. The country
became the backdrop for several of her most iconic works, including novels, short stories, and essays
that explore issues of identity, exile, and social justice.

The Significance of “The Collector of Treasures” in
Bessie Head’s Work

When discussing the collector of treasures Bessie Head, it’s important to recognize how this phrase
metaphorically captures her approach to storytelling. She was a collector—not of material wealth—but
of human experiences, stories, and emotions. Through her writing, she gathered the “treasures” of
everyday life, especially those hidden in the lives of people often overlooked by mainstream society.

Collecting Voices of the Marginalized

Bessie Head’s literature serves as an archive of voices from the margins. Whether depicting the
struggles of women, refugees, or individuals grappling with identity crises, she collected these
narratives with empathy and nuance. Her ability to inhabit different perspectives made her stories
rich and deeply human. By giving voice to the voiceless, she preserved the emotional and social
realities of her time.



The Novel “A Question of Power” as a Literary Treasure

Among her works, “A Question of Power” stands out as a literary treasure that showcases her genius.
The novel, semi-autobiographical in nature, explores themes of mental illness, political oppression,
and personal identity. Here, Bessie Head collects emotional and psychological treasures—fragments
of pain, hope, and resilience—that challenge readers to confront the complexities of power and
survival.

Bessie Head’s Impact on African Literature

Bessie Head’s influence on African literature cannot be overstated. She brought a fresh, candid voice
to a literary scene that was often dominated by male writers or colonial perspectives. Her unique
blend of personal experience with political commentary created a new space for female and
marginalized voices in African storytelling.

Breaking Barriers Through Storytelling

As a woman of mixed race writing during apartheid and post-colonial Africa, Bessie Head broke
numerous barriers. She challenged social norms and taboos, addressing issues like mental health,
gender inequality, and exile with a boldness that was rare at the time. This courageous approach
helped pave the way for future generations of African women writers.

Influence on Contemporary Writers

Many contemporary African writers cite Bessie Head as a source of inspiration. Her fearless
exploration of identity and social justice themes resonates with authors who continue to grapple with
similar issues today. By collecting and preserving the human “treasures” of her era, she has left a
lasting legacy that enriches African literature globally.

Exploring Themes in the Works of the Collector of
Treasures Bessie Head

Bessie Head’s stories are layered with themes that reflect her life experiences and worldview.
Understanding these themes helps readers appreciate the depth and relevance of her work.

Exile and Belonging

Exile is a recurring motif in Bessie Head’s narratives, mirroring her own displacement from South
Africa to Botswana. Her characters often struggle with feelings of alienation and search for belonging



in unfamiliar lands. This theme highlights broader questions of identity and home that many post-
colonial societies face.

Identity and Race

The collector of treasures bessie head’s writing frequently confronts the complexities of race and
identity, especially in apartheid and post-apartheid contexts. She explores how racial categorization
affects personal and social relationships, often exposing the injustices embedded within these
constructs.

Gender and Empowerment

Bessie Head’s female characters are often portrayed as resilient and introspective, navigating
patriarchal societies with strength and vulnerability. Her exploration of gender dynamics sheds light
on women’s struggles and triumphs, making her work a valuable resource for understanding women’s
empowerment in African contexts.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Bessie Head’s Work

If you’re new to Bessie Head’s writing or want to deepen your appreciation, here are some helpful
tips:

Read with Context: Understanding the historical and political backdrop of apartheid and post-
colonial Africa enriches the reading experience.

Focus on Characters: Pay attention to the psychological depth and emotional journeys of her
characters, which are central to her storytelling.

Reflect on Themes: Consider how themes of exile, identity, and power relate not only to the
characters but also to broader social issues.

Explore Multiple Works: Reading a variety of her novels and short stories offers a fuller
picture of her literary treasures.

Preserving the Legacy of the Collector of Treasures
Bessie Head

Today, Bessie Head’s legacy is celebrated through literary festivals, academic studies, and new
editions of her works. Institutions in Botswana and beyond honor her contributions by preserving her



manuscripts and promoting her writings to new audiences.

Her life story itself is a treasure trove of inspiration, reminding us of the power of storytelling to
transcend adversity. As readers and literary enthusiasts continue to discover her work, the collector of
treasures bessie head remains a beacon of hope and a testament to the enduring value of human
stories.

From her humble beginnings to her status as a literary icon, Bessie Head’s journey reflects the very
essence of collecting treasures—not gold or jewels, but the rich, varied experiences that make us
human. Through her words, those treasures live on, inviting us all to listen, learn, and connect.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Bessie Head, the author of 'The Collector of
Treasures'?
Bessie Head was a South African-born writer regarded as one of Africa's greatest authors. She wrote
extensively about social issues, identity, and human rights, often drawing from her own experiences
of exile and marginalization.

What is the main theme of 'The Collector of Treasures' by
Bessie Head?
The main theme of 'The Collector of Treasures' is the struggle for personal freedom and dignity in the
face of oppressive social and cultural norms, particularly focusing on women's rights and resilience.

What is the plot of 'The Collector of Treasures' by Bessie
Head?
'The Collector of Treasures' tells the story of a woman who escapes an abusive marriage and seeks a
new life in a rural village, confronting traditional attitudes and asserting her independence.

How does Bessie Head address gender issues in 'The Collector
of Treasures'?
Bessie Head addresses gender issues by portraying the protagonist's fight against patriarchal
oppression, highlighting the challenges women face in asserting autonomy within a male-dominated
society.

In what literary style is 'The Collector of Treasures' written?
'The Collector of Treasures' is written in a straightforward, realistic style with rich characterization and
vivid descriptions, blending storytelling with social critique.



Why is 'The Collector of Treasures' significant in African
literature?
The story is significant because it provides a nuanced exploration of gender, culture, and identity in
Africa, giving voice to marginalized women and challenging traditional norms.

What role does tradition play in 'The Collector of Treasures'?
Tradition in 'The Collector of Treasures' is depicted as both a source of cultural identity and an
obstacle to personal freedom, especially for women who seek to break free from oppressive customs.

Where is 'The Collector of Treasures' set, and how does the
setting influence the story?
The story is set in a rural African village, which shapes the narrative by highlighting the clash between
traditional communal values and the protagonist's desire for independence and change.

Additional Resources
The Collector of Treasures Bessie Head: An In-depth Exploration of a Literary Legacy

the collector of treasures bessie head stands as a significant work by one of Africa’s most
profound literary voices. Bessie Head, a South African-born writer who spent much of her life in
Botswana, is renowned for her insightful explorations of identity, exile, and social justice. "The
Collector of Treasures," often referenced in discussions of her literary contributions, provides a
compelling window into Head’s narrative style and thematic preoccupations. This article delves
deeply into the essence of "the collector of treasures bessie head," unpacking its literary significance,
thematic depth, and place within African literature.

Understanding Bessie Head and Her Literary Context

Bessie Head’s life story is inseparable from her writing. Born in 1937 in South Africa, she faced racial
discrimination and personal hardships that profoundly shaped her worldview. Eventually, she sought
refuge in Botswana, where she produced much of her acclaimed work. Her writings often reflect her
experiences with marginalization, displacement, and the quest for identity.

The phrase "the collector of treasures bessie head" is frequently associated not only with a specific
collection of her short stories but also with the metaphorical richness of her narratives. The title itself
evokes themes of preservation, memory, and the accumulation of human experiences—central motifs
in Head’s literary oeuvre.

The Significance of "The Collector of Treasures" in Bessie



Head’s Work

“The Collector of Treasures” is a short story included in Bessie Head’s acclaimed collection that
shares the same title. This story, like many of her others, navigates the complex intersections of
gender, tradition, and power within African societies. It examines the lives of women constrained by
cultural norms and the attempts they make to reclaim autonomy and dignity.

In literary criticism, "the collector of treasures bessie head" symbolizes the act of gathering and
safeguarding stories that might otherwise be lost to history. Head’s work functions as a treasure trove
of marginalized voices, offering readers insights into the lived realities of women and oppressed
communities in Southern Africa.

Key Themes Explored in "The Collector of Treasures"

Bessie Head’s narrative is renowned for its evocative portrayal of social issues. Several themes are
recurrent and particularly prominent in "the collector of treasures bessie head":

Gender and Patriarchy: The story critiques patriarchal structures that limit women’s
freedoms, highlighting the resilience and resourcefulness of female characters.

Exile and Displacement: Reflecting Head’s own life, the narrative addresses the emotional
and social ramifications of being uprooted or living on society’s margins.

Identity and Self-Discovery: Characters often undergo profound personal journeys, seeking
self-understanding amid external challenges.

Social Injustice: Bessie Head’s work consistently exposes systemic inequalities, whether
racial, gender-based, or economic.

These themes resonate far beyond their immediate setting, contributing to the story’s enduring
relevance and appeal.

Comparative Analysis: Bessie Head and Contemporary African
Writers

When situating "the collector of treasures bessie head" within the landscape of African literature, it is
instructive to compare Head’s approach to those of her contemporaries. Writers such as Chinua
Achebe, Ngũgĩ wa Thiong'o, and Ama Ata Aidoo similarly explore postcolonial identity and societal
transformation, yet Head’s focus on intimate, often female-centered narratives distinguishes her
work.

Unlike some contemporaries who emphasize political upheaval or historical change on a macro scale,
Bessie Head hones in on personal stories that illuminate broader social dynamics. This microcosmic



approach allows for nuanced explorations of internal conflicts and cultural contradictions, providing a
complementary perspective to the grand narratives common in African postcolonial literature.

The Narrative Style and Literary Techniques in "The
Collector of Treasures"

Bessie Head’s prose is characterized by its clarity, emotional depth, and symbolic richness. In "the
collector of treasures bessie head," her storytelling employs a blend of realism and allegory. The
narrative voice often shifts subtly to reflect the inner lives of characters, creating a multi-dimensional
reading experience.

Key literary features include:

Symbolism: Objects and actions in the story often carry metaphorical weight, such as the
titular “treasures” symbolizing memories, hopes, or cultural heritage.

Characterization: Complex, flawed characters make the narrative authentic and relatable,
particularly the strong female protagonists who challenge societal norms.

Setting: The rural Botswana backdrop is vividly portrayed, grounding the story in a tangible
environment that influences the characters’ lives.

Dialogue: Conversations reflect local dialects and cultural nuances, enhancing the story’s
realism and immersiveness.

This combination of techniques positions Bessie Head’s storytelling as both accessible and
intellectually engaging, appealing to diverse audiences.

The Impact of Bessie Head’s Personal History on Her Writing

An investigative look at "the collector of treasures bessie head" cannot overlook the autobiographical
elements woven into the narrative. Head’s experiences with racial exclusion, mental health struggles,
and exile inform the emotional texture of her stories. Her unique perspective as a woman navigating
multiple identities—black, mixed-race, immigrant—imbues her work with authenticity and urgency.

This personal connection to her material enhances the story’s emotional resonance, allowing readers
to connect deeply with its exploration of pain, resilience, and hope.

The Legacy and Continued Relevance of "The Collector



of Treasures"

More than four decades after its publication, "the collector of treasures bessie head" remains a pivotal
work in African literature. Scholars, educators, and readers continue to engage with its themes, drawn
by its unflinching examination of human experience amid adversity.

The story’s relevance persists in current discussions about gender equality, cultural preservation, and
the politics of identity. Its inclusion in academic curricula worldwide underscores its enduring
educational value.

Moreover, Bessie Head’s work has inspired a new generation of African writers who seek to blend the
personal with the political, the local with the universal, much as she did.

Pros of the story: Deeply human characters, rich thematic content, and evocative prose.

Cons: Some readers may find the narrative’s cultural context challenging without background
knowledge.

Despite these minor challenges, the story’s strengths firmly establish it as a literary treasure.

The collector of treasures bessie head is not merely a phrase but an invitation—to explore,
appreciate, and preserve narratives that might otherwise fade. Bessie Head’s literary legacy
continues to collect and protect these treasures, enriching the global literary landscape.

The Collector Of Treasures Bessie Head
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  the collector of treasures bessie head: The Collector of Treasures and Other Botswana
Village Tales Bessie Head, 2013-10-09 “Bessie Head’s short stories have an extraordinary
simplicity and breadth of vision,” heralded a review in The Tribune after publication of Head’s first
collection of short stories, The Collector of Treasures. Regarded today as one of Africa’s best-known
woman writers in English, Head draws on the rich oral tradition of southern Africa and masterfully
applies storytelling’s language and imagery. Carefully sequenced, the anthology gives special focus
to village people from independence-era Botswana and the status, position, and plight of African
women.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: African Oral Literature Russell Kaschula, 2001
Throughout Africa, oral literature is flourishing, though it is perceived by some as anachronistic to
the modern world. This work refutes this idea in its entirety by presenting 22 chapters, which firmly
place the study of oral literature within contemporary African existence. The study analyzes how oral
literature relates to media, music, technology, text, gender, religion, power, politics and
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globalization.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: "Return" in Post-colonial Writing Vera
Mihailovich-Dickman, 1994 For writers and academics prominent in the field of the New Literatures
in English today, the notion of return explodes into rich semantic difference to reveal the diversity of
preoccupations underlying the use of the common tongue. From the Caribbean to Australia, Guyana
to South Africa, India to Great Britain, literary, political and personal history collaborate in the
poetic metamorphosis of an otherwise everyday experience. Now a state of being, now a reading rich
with cross-cultural age, return draws from the collective memory, invokes revenants, digs up
forgotten history, quests for roots. Just as it creates a dialogue with the past, textual or real, it
negotiates turning points and perpetuates reversals. It reclaims territory, tradition and language in
its yearning for home. Fraught with the tensions arising from awareness of the impossibility of
return, from the exhilarations of imaginary, fictional return - even from the glimmering hope of a
possible return - its contemplation can also lead to appreciation of the infinite re-turn, re-newal and
re-creation that is the beauty of human experience. Discussion ranges from revenant
supernaturalism in West Indian literature and the exploration of return in Australian, African and
Indo-Anglian fiction to Caribbean poetry, South African praise poets, and West African drama.
Writers treated include Ama Ata Aidoo, Edward Kamau Brathwaite, Jean D'Costa, Bessie Head,
Matsemela Manaka, Salman Rushdie, Derek Walcott, and Patrick White. The personal, biographical
dimension of physical return is encompassed via the examination of the life and works of such
writers as Es'kia Mphahlele and Wole Soyinka, and through autobiographical reflections. The essays,
stories and poetry in this collection challenge patterns of conditioned reading and call for a
multilayered polylogue with reality.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Mahasweta Devi in Defence of the Human Anuradha
Ghosh, Mahmoud Al-Zayed, 2025-06-06 This book re-thinks the literary and social worlds of
Mahasweta Devi, the prolific and influential writer and social activist, in connection to her praxis. It
brings into focus Devi’s preoccupation with the human, nature and life, and unwritten or distorted
histories that underline her poetics of translating resistance in terms of a radical alterity. The
defining feature of Devi’s writings is the position she adopts in defence of the human, questioning
the nature of the ‘abject’ in her discourse on the oppressed. Essays in this volume focus on her
subversive retellings from the Mahabharata, the political aspects of translation/adaptation of her
works in literature, cinema and visual arts and comparative readings of her works by women authors
from the Global South as well as the Indian diaspora. They examine her early publications, her
writings for children, and the notion of aesthet(h)ics, i.e., ethics and/in aesthetics, as a gesture to
pave forward a discourse on liberation and social justice that remains a challenge for the world. The
book will be of significant interest to scholars and researchers of postcolonial and decolonial studies,
critical translation and adaptation studies, comparative literature, the visual arts, myth and folklore
studies, gender and sexuality studies, caste and ethnicity studies, culture studies, ethics in/and
aesthetics, activism studies, democratic and indigenous rights discourse, South Asian studies and
Global South studies.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: The Oral-Style South African Short Story in
English Craig MacKenzie, 2021-11-15 This study deals with a particular kind of short story in South
African English literature - a kind of story variously called the fireside tale, tall tale, skaz narrative
or (the term used here) the 'oral-style' story. Most famously exemplified in the Oom Schalk Lourens
narratives of Herman Charles Bosman, the oral-style story has its roots in the hunting tale and
camp-fire yarn of the nineteenth century and has dozens of exponents in South African literature,
most of them long forgotten. Here this neglect has been addressed. A.W. Drayson's Tales at the
Outspan (1862) provides a point of departure, and is followed by discussions of works by William
Charles Scully, Percy FitzPatrick, Ernest Glanville, Perceval Gibbon, Francis Carey Slater, Pauline
Smith, and Aegidius Jean Blignaut, all of whom used the oral-style story genre. In the work of
Herman Charles Bosman, however, the South African oral-style story comes into its own. In his Oom
Schalk Lourens figure is invested all of the complexity and 'double-voicedness' that was latent - and



largely dormant - in the earlier works. Bosman demonstrates his sophistication particularly in his
metafictional use of the oral-style story. The study concludes with a discussion of the use of oral
forms in the work of more recent black writers - among them Bessie Head, Mtutuzeli Matshoba, and
Njabulo Ndebele.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Post-Colonial and African American Women's Writing
Gina Wisker, 2017-03-04 This accessible and unusually wide-ranging book is essential reading for
anyone interested in postcolonial and African American women's writing. It provides a valuable
gender and culture inflected critical introduction to well established women writers: Toni Morrison,
Alice Walker, Margaret Atwood, Suniti Namjoshi, Bessie Head, and others from the U.S.A., India,
Africa, Britain, Australia, New Zealand and introduces emergent writers from South East Asia,
Cyprus and Oceania. Engaging with and clarifying contested critical areas of feminism and the
postcolonial; exploring historical background and cultural context, economic, political, and
psychoanalytic influences on gendered experience, it provides a cohesive discussion of key issues
such as cultural and gendered identity, motherhood, mothertongue, language, relationships,
women's economic constraints and sexual politics.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: New Black and African Writing: Volume 2 Charles
Smith, GMT Emezue, 2015-10-08 NEW BLACK AND AFRICAN WRITING Vol. 2 is our concluding
edition of a series that has featured many critical entries and reviews on canonical African fiction,
poetry, drama and non-fiction. This second edition explores intricacies of relationships and
associations, the recurrent tropes for the interpretation and understanding of historical connections,
and the shaping of thought brought into fictional and cultural renditions that are evolving and
continually reassessed although around the periphery of older canons. The quest for a meaningful
heuristic for approaching contemporary arts is almost totally redefined by the contributions of
eminent scholars of our time whose balancing and correspondence create room for complementarity
of values and toward cultural understanding and value appreciation in contemporary society.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Black Lives James L. Conyers, 2015-05-20 The
chapters in this text comprise biographical sketches of previously unknown (or lesser known)
African-Americans, among them General Daniel Chappie James Jr; William Levi Dawson (composer);
Vinnette Carroll (director and playwright); and Elizabeth Ross Haynes (political speaker and
activist).
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Nwanyibu Phanuel Akubueze Egejuru, Ketu H.
Katrak, 1997
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Gender & Life Narratives Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2023-01-23 In this book, we will study about gender and life narratives. It focuses on
autobiographies, memoirs, and storytelling as tools to understand gendered experiences and societal
roles.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Something Rich and Strange Sue Hosking, Susan
Hosking, 2009 Beaches are places of contact, play, confrontation and friction: first comers always
arrive on a beach. After Europeans moved into the Antipodes, the coast was the first frontier to be
defined. Flinders' circumnavigation in 1802 had mapped 'Australia', revealing the land as 'girt by
sea', as the national anthem continues to remind us. All kinds of ideas about the coast, beaches, sea
changes, holiday places and islands swirl and eddy in this unique collection of writing.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Ecofeminist Perspectives from African Women
Creative Writers Enna Sukutai Gudhlanga, Musa Wenkosi Dube, Limakatso E. Pepenene, 2024-02-23
This volume explores contemporary African women’s creative writing, highlighting their
contributions to ecofeminist theology. Contributors address the following questions: How do
contemporary African women writers depict the Earth/land/environment and its relationship to
women in various contexts? How is religion featured in African women’s writing? How does religious
literature (scriptures) form an intertextual layer in African women’s writing? The contributors
proceed by analyzing the intersection of religion, gender, class, sexuality, colonialism, and ecology in
selected texts written by African women. They bring these texts into conversation with broader



eco-feminist theological scholarship, exploring the potential of literary writing to contribute to
theological discourse of liberation and social justice in the African and global arena.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Telling Stories Jacqueline Bardolph, André Viola,
Jean-Pierre Durix, 2001 The present volume is a highly comprehensive assessment of the
postcolonial short story since the thirty-six contributions cover most geographical areas concerned.
Another important feature is that it deals not only with exclusive practitioners of the genre
(Mansfield, Munro), but also with well-known novelists (Achebe, Armah, Atwood, Carey, Rushdie), so
that stimulating comparisons are suggested between shorter and longer works by the same authors.
In addition, the volume is of interest for the study of aspects of orality (dialect, dance rhythms,
circularity and trickster figure for instance) and of the more or less conflictual relationships between
the individual (character or implied author) and the community. Furthermore, the marginalized
status of women emerges as another major theme, both as regards the past for white women
settlers, or the present for urbanized characters, primarily in Africa and India. The reader will also
have the rare pleasure of discovering Janice Kulik Keefer's Fox, her version of what she calls in her
commentary displaced autobiography' or creative non-fiction. Lastly, an extensive bibliography on
the postcolonial short story opens up further possibilities for research.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: The Politics of the Female Body Ketu Katrak,
2006-02-15 Is it possible to simultaneously belong to and be exiled from a community? In Politics of
the Female Body, Ketu H. Katrak argues that it is not only possible, but common, especially for
women who have been subjects of colonial empires. Through her careful analysis of postcolonial
literary texts, Katrak uncovers the ways that the female body becomes a site of both oppression and
resistance. She examines writers working in the English language, including Anita Desai from India,
Ama Ata Aidoo from Ghana, and Merle Hodge from Trinidad, among others. The writers share
colonial histories, a sense of solidarity, and resistance strategies in the on-going struggles of
decolonization that center on the body. Bringing together a rich selection of primary texts, Katrak
examines published novels, poems, stories, and essays, as well as activist materials, oral histories,
and pamphlets—forms that push against the boundaries of what is considered strictly literary. In
these varied materials, she reveals common political and feminist alliances across geographic
boundaries. A unique comparative look at women’s literary work and its relationship to the body in
third world societies, this text will be of interest to literary scholars and to those working in the
fields of postcolonial studies and women’s studies.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Abortion Ecologies in Southern African Fiction
Caitlin E. Stobie, 2023-01-12 Focusing on texts from the late 1970s to the 1990s which document
both changing attitudes to terminations of pregnancy and dramatic environmental, medical, and
socio-political developments during southern Africa's liberation struggles, this book examines how
four writers from Botswana, South Africa, and Zimbabwe address the ethics of abortion and
reproductive choice. Viewing recent fiction through the lens of new materialist theory – which
challenges conventional, individual-based notions of human rights by asserting that all matter holds
agency – this book argues that southern African women writers anticipate and exceed current
feminist revivals of materialist thought. Not only do the authors question contemporary discourse
framing abortion as either a confirmation of a woman's 'right to choose' or an unethical termination
of human life, but they challenge conventional understandings of development, growth, and time.
Through close readings of both literal gestation in the selected texts and the metaphorical
reproduction of the post/colonial nation, this study advances the concept of reproductive agency,
creating a range of queer ecocritical alternatives to tropes such as those of 'the Mother Country',
'Mother Africa', or 'the birth of a nation'. This study situates abortion narratives by Wilma
Stockenström (translated by J. M. Coetzee), Zoë Wicomb, Yvonne Vera, and Bessie Head alongside
contemporary postcolonial feminist theories, melding traditional beliefs with materialist views to
reconsider the future of reproductive health matters in southern Africa. Merging queer ecocritical
perspectives from materialism and postcolonialism, this study will appeal to students and
researchers in the medical humanities, new materialisms, and postcolonial studies.



  the collector of treasures bessie head: Literature and the Work of Universality Alice Duhan,
Stefan Helgesson, Christina Kullberg, Paul Tenngart, 2024-07-22 In an age of accelerating ecological
crises, global inequalities and democratic fragility, it has become crucial to achieve renewed
articulations of human commonality. With anchorage in critical theory as well as world literary
studies, this volume approaches literature – and modes of literary thinking – as a key resource for
such a task. Universality is understood here not as an established universalism, but as a horizon
towards which intellectual inquiry and literary practices orient themselves. In the field of world
literature, there is by now a wide repertoire of epistemological resources through which claims to
universality can be both questioned and reconfigured. If, at one end of the spectrum, world
literature confronts us with the spectre of homogenisation and the commodification of difference
under a regime of global capitalism, at another end renewed forms of philological, anthropological
and ecological attentiveness to the particulars of languages and texts within the crucible of
connected histories allow for defamiliarising perspectives both on received historical narratives and
aesthetic practices. Vernacularity emerges here as a central point of reference for constructing the
universal from within the particular, the idiomatic, and the experiences of social subordination or
complicity.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Postcolonial African Writers Siga Fatima Jagne,
Pushpa Naidu Parekh, 2012-11-12 This reference book surveys the richness of postcolonial African
literature. The volume begins with an introductory essay on postcolonial criticism and African
writing, then presents alphabetically arranged profiles of some 60 writers, including Chinua Achebe,
Nadine Gordimer, Bessie Head, Doris Lessing, Tsitsi Dangarembga, Tahbar Ben Jelloun, among
others. Each entry includes a brief biography, a discussion of major works and themes that appear in
the author's writings, an overview of the critical response to the author's work, and a bibliography of
primary and secondary sources. These profiles are written by expert contributors and reflect many
different perspectives. The volume concludes with a selected general bibliography of the most
important critical works on postcolonial African literature.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Counter Discourse in African Literature Chin Ce,
Charles Smith, 2014-04-02 This volume charts the widening frontiers of black literary aesthetics
using the prose and dramatic fictions of writers from Africa and the African diaspora. The chapters
come in two interactive phases of current critical discourses involving rejoinders from past-present
concerns and issues of cultural and contemporary modernity. These studies stress the argument that
African literature is hardly discussed outside contemporary history and that the reason for the
apparent disconnection among groups in Africa and the diaspora can be traced to the disparate
elements within the continent and diaspora.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Engaging with Literature of Commitment. Volume 1 ,
2012-01-01 This collection ranges far and wide, as befits the personality and accomplishments of the
dedicatee, Geoffrey V. Davis, German studies and exile literature scholar, postcolonialist (if there are
‘specialties’, then Australia, Canada, India, South Africa, Black Britain), journal and book series
editor.... Themes covered include publishing in Africa, charisma in African drama, the rediscovery of
apartheid-era South African literature, Truth and Reconciliation commissions, South African cinema,
children’s theatre in England and Eritrea, and the Third Chimurenga in literary anthologies.
Surveyed are texts from Botswana, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe. Writers
discussed (or interviewed: Angela Makholwa) include Ayi Kwei Armah, Seydou Badian, J.M. Coetzee,
Chielo Zona Eze, Ruth First, Abdulrazak Gurnah, Bessie Head, Ian Holding, Kavevangua Kahengua,
Njabulo Ndebele, Lara Foot Newton, Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o/Micere Githae Mugo, Sol Plaatje, Ken
Saro–Wiwa, Mongane Wally Serote, Wole Soyinka, and Ed¬gar Wallace, together with essays on the
artist Sokari Douglas Camp and the filmmaker Rayda Jacobs. Because Geoff’s commitment to
literature has always been ‘hands-on’, the book closes with a selection of poems and an entertaining
travelogue/memoir.
  the collector of treasures bessie head: Women Writers in the Twentieth Century Literature
Monika Gupta, 2000 The Present Anthology, Consisting Of Some Twenty Articles Of Moderate



Length By Eminent Scholars At The National Level, Is An Attempt In Analysing The Point Of View Of
Women As Evinced In The Writings Of The Women Writers Belonging To The Different Genres And
The Countries Like India, America, South-Africa, Canada, The Other Countries Of The
Commonwealth And Africa, And Also The Writing Branded As Post Modernist Literature And The
Literature Of The New Modernity .Where The Emphasis Is Laid Particularly Upon The Issues Of
Identity, Alienation, Suppression And Protest Pertaining To The Lot Of Women In The Present Day
World, The Volume Stresses An Usurping Issue Of Her Dominance Over Men, Not Through Her
Sexuality But The Far Effective Qualities Of Her Motherhood.This Volume Is Brought Out With The
Trust That It Would Throw Fresh Light On The Approach Of The Researchers And Make The Literary
Critical Art A Pastime In Excavating As Well As Analysing Thoughts Of The Modern Writers On Both
Woman And Her Feminity.
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