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Schmitt Concept of the Political: Understanding the Foundations of Political Theory

schmitt concept of the political is a profound and influential idea that has shaped much
of modern political thought and theory. Carl Schmitt, a German legal and political theorist,
introduced this concept in his 1932 book titled *The Concept of the Political*. His work
delves deep into the nature of politics, sovereignty, and the existential distinctions that
define political life. If you've ever wondered what truly separates politics from other social
phenomena, Schmitt's insights offer a compelling and sometimes controversial framework
to explore.

The Core Idea Behind Schmitt’s Concept of the
Political

At its heart, Schmitt’s concept of the political revolves around the idea of distinction —
specifically, the friend-enemy distinction. Unlike many political theorists who focus on
institutions, governance, or ideologies, Schmitt claimed that politics is fundamentally about
identifying an existential enemy. According to him, the essence of the political lies in the
ability to distinguish between those who are friends and those who are enemies.

This binary distinction is not just about interpersonal relationships but about collective
identities and existential threats. Schmitt argued that politics emerges precisely when
groups identify others as existential threats that must be confronted or excluded to
preserve their own identity and survival. In this sense, politics is inseparable from conflict,
tension, and the possibility of confrontation.

Why the Friend-Enemy Distinction Matters

The friend-enemy distinction helps explain why political conflicts often escalate beyond
mere disagreements. Schmitt believed that when a group perceives another as an enemy,
the stakes become existential — survival, identity, and decision-making are on the line. This
dynamic can lead to intense political struggles and sometimes even violence.

This framework challenges the more optimistic views of politics as a realm of peaceful
negotiation or rational discourse. Instead, Schmitt emphasizes the inherent antagonism and
conflict embedded in political life, making his concept a critical lens for understanding the
realities of power and sovereignty.

Schmitt’s Influence on Sovereignty and the State



of Exception

One cannot fully grasp Schmitt’s concept of the political without considering his ideas about
sovereignty and the “state of exception.” In Schmitt’s view, the sovereign is the one who
decides on the exception — the power to suspend normal laws during a crisis. This connects
directly to the political as defined by friend versus enemy because existential threats may
require extraordinary measures.

The Sovereign’s Role in Political Decision-Making

Schmitt famously asserted, “Sovereign is he who decides on the exception.” This means
that true political authority lies in the ability to determine when the normal legal order no
longer applies, often due to existential threats posed by enemies. The sovereign’s decision
to declare a state of exception is a political act that underscores the weight of the friend-
enemy distinction.

For example, during times of war or internal unrest, governments may suspend certain
rights or enact emergency powers to protect the collective. These actions reflect Schmitt’s
argument that political authority is ultimately about making existential decisions for the
survival of the political community.

Understanding the State of Exception Today

Modern examples of the state of exception include emergency laws during pandemics or
national security crises. Schmitt’s insights help explain why such moments reveal the true
nature of political power — beyond legal frameworks and democratic norms, decision-
makers assert authority to confront perceived existential threats.

This perspective invites us to reflect on the balance between security and liberty, and how
political power can both protect and threaten democratic societies depending on who
wields it and how.

Critiques and Controversies Surrounding
Schmitt’s Political Thought

While Schmitt’s concept of the political has been influential, it is by no means without
criticism. His association with authoritarian regimes and his ideas’ potential to justify
exclusion and violence have sparked intense debate among scholars.

Concerns About Authoritarianism and Exclusion



Schmitt’s emphasis on the friend-enemy distinction can be interpreted as legitimizing the
exclusion of minorities or political opponents under the guise of existential threats. Critics
argue that this binary view simplifies complex social realities and can be exploited to justify
oppressive policies.

Moreover, Schmitt’s involvement with the Nazi regime raises ethical and philosophical
questions about the application of his theories. While some separate the intellectual
content of his work from his political affiliations, others see the two as deeply intertwined,
cautioning against uncritical acceptance of his ideas.

Ongoing Relevance in Contemporary Political Theory

Despite these controversies, Schmitt’s concept of the political remains a vital tool for
analyzing the dynamics of power, sovereignty, and conflict. His framework encourages
critical reflection on how political communities define themselves and respond to threats. In
an era marked by rising populism, identity politics, and global crises, Schmitt’s insights
continue to resonate.

Applying Schmitt’s Concept of the Political in
Today’s World

Understanding Schmitt’s concept of the political can provide valuable perspectives on
current political challenges, from international relations to domestic governance. Here are
some ways to think about its application:

e Conflict and Identity: Recognize that political conflicts often stem from deeper
existential fears about identity and survival, not just policy disagreements.

e Decision-Making in Crises: Analyze how governments invoke emergency powers or
states of exception during crises, reflecting Schmitt’'s ideas about sovereignty.

e Political Polarization: Consider the friend-enemy framework to understand the
intensity of political polarization and why compromise can be difficult.

By engaging with Schmitt’s concept thoughtfully, political actors, scholars, and citizens can
better grasp the challenges of governance and the fragile line between democracy and
authoritarianism.

Tips for Navigating Political Conflicts Inspired by
Schmitt



- *¥Stay aware of existential fears:** Recognize when political debates tap into deeper fears
about identity or survival, and try to address these root concerns rather than just surface
issues.

- ¥*Promote dialogue over demonization:** While Schmitt highlights the inevitability of
friend-enemy distinctions, societies benefit when efforts are made to de-escalate conflicts
and find common ground.

- **Critically assess emergency powers:** Understand the implications of states of
exception and remain vigilant about protecting democratic norms during crises.

Engaging with these ideas can help individuals participate more thoughtfully in political life
and guard against the misuse of power.

Schmitt’s concept of the political offers a profound lens through which to view the
complexities of political life. Its focus on existential distinctions, sovereignty, and conflict
challenges us to reconsider how we understand politics beyond mere policy or ideology.
Whether one agrees or disagrees with Schmitt, his work remains a cornerstone in the study
of political theory, prompting essential questions about power, identity, and survival that
continue to shape our world today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Carl Schmitt's concept of the political?

Carl Schmitt's concept of the political is centered on the distinction between friend and
enemy, which he argues is the essence of politics. He believes that political identity and
conflict are defined primarily through this binary opposition.

How does Schmitt define the 'enemy'’ in his political
theory?

In Schmitt's theory, the 'enemy’ is not necessarily a personal adversary but an existential
threat to a group's way of life or political existence. The enemy is the other side in a conflict
that threatens the political community's survival.

Why does Schmitt emphasize the friend-enemy
distinction over other political categories?

Schmitt argues that moral, economic, or ideological differences are secondary to the
fundamental political distinction between friend and enemy, which determines the
possibility of conflict and collective decision-making in politics.

How does Schmitt's concept of the political relate to
liberal democracy?

Schmitt critiques liberal democracy for attempting to depoliticize conflicts by emphasizing
consensus and procedural norms. He believes that the inherent antagonism in politics
cannot be fully eliminated, and liberalism tends to obscure the friend-enemy distinction.



What role does sovereignty play in Schmitt's political
theory?

Sovereignty, for Schmitt, is the authority to decide on the exception, meaning the power to
determine when normal laws do not apply in times of crisis. This decision-making power is
crucial to maintaining the political order amid existential threats.

How has Schmitt's concept of the political influenced
contemporary political thought?

Schmitt's ideas have influenced debates on sovereignty, emergency powers, and the nature
of political conflict. His friend-enemy distinction is used to analyze political polarization,
identity politics, and the limits of liberal pluralism.

What criticisms are commonly directed at Schmitt's
concept of the political?

Critics argue that Schmitt's focus on the friend-enemy dichotomy can justify
authoritarianism and exclusionary politics. His theory is also criticized for neglecting the
possibility of peaceful coexistence and pluralism in politics.

Can Schmitt's concept of the political be applied in
today's globalized world?

While some argue that globalization and transnational issues complicate the friend-enemy
distinction, others find Schmitt's framework useful for understanding rising nationalism,
populism, and conflicts over identity in contemporary politics.

Additional Resources
Schmitt Concept of the Political: An In-Depth Review of Carl Schmitt’s Pioneering Theory

schmitt concept of the political remains one of the most influential and controversial
frameworks in political theory and legal philosophy. Developed by German jurist Carl
Schmitt in the early 20th century, this concept challenges conventional liberal
understandings of politics and sovereignty by emphasizing the fundamental distinction
between friend and enemy as the core of political identity and action. Schmitt’s ideas have
sparked extensive debate across academic disciplines, from political science and
international relations to legal studies and philosophy, making it essential to explore the
nuances and implications of his thought in detail.

Understanding the Schmitt Concept of the



Political

At the heart of Schmitt’s theory is the assertion that politics cannot be reduced to
economics, ethics, or culture alone. Instead, politics is defined by the existential conflict
between groups, where the ultimate criterion is the distinction between friend and enemy.
This distinction is not merely metaphorical but denotes the real possibility of conflict that
can escalate to violence or war. According to Schmitt, the political sphere is where
collective identities are formed and defended against perceived threats, making the friend-
enemy dichotomy the fundamental axis of political action.

This perspective diverges sharply from liberal political thought, which often emphasizes
consensus, rational deliberation, and institutional processes. Schmitt critiques liberalism for
its attempt to depoliticize conflict, arguing that ignoring the friend-enemy distinction leads
to an illusion of perpetual peace, which is both unrealistic and dangerous.

The Friend-Enemy Distinction as the Core of Political
Identity

One of the defining features of the Schmitt concept of the political is the insistence that
political identity is forged through opposition. The friend-enemy distinction is existential: an
enemy is not simply a rival or opponent but someone whose existence threatens the
group’s collective identity and survival. Schmitt writes that “the enemy is the other, the
stranger, the outsider, who is not merely disliked or opposed but considered a mortal
threat.”

This framework helps explain why political conflicts can become deeply entrenched and
intractable. Unlike economic or social disputes, political conflicts activate a stronger, more
primal sense of belonging and existential urgency. Thus, political decisions often revolve
around group survival rather than compromise or negotiation.

Historical Context and Influence

Carl Schmitt developed his theories during a period of intense political turmoil in Germany
and Europe at large. The aftermath of World War [, the collapse of the Weimar Republic,
and the rise of totalitarian regimes provided a backdrop for Schmitt’s exploration of
sovereignty, decisionism, and the political. His work, particularly “The Concept of the
Political” (1932), reflects his skepticism toward parliamentary democracy and liberal
institutions, which he saw as incapable of addressing existential threats decisively.

Schmitt’s ideas influenced various political movements and thinkers, including those on
both the political right and left. While some critics associate him with authoritarianism due
to his support for strong sovereign decision-making, others have drawn on his analysis to
critique liberalism’s limitations. Contemporary scholars continue to debate Schmitt’s
legacy, with some praising his insights into politics’ antagonistic nature and others
condemning his association with Nazi Germany.



Sovereignty and the Decision on the Exception

A complementary aspect of the Schmitt concept of the political is his theory of sovereignty.
Schmitt famously posited that “sovereign is he who decides on the exception,” highlighting
the sovereign’s power to suspend normal legal order during crises. This idea ties closely to
his friend-enemy distinction because in moments of political crisis, the sovereign must
identify and confront the existential enemy, often outside the bounds of legal norms.

This notion of the “state of exception” has had profound implications for legal and political
theory, particularly in discussions about emergency powers, executive authority, and the
balance between security and liberty. It challenges liberal constitutionalism’s emphasis on
fixed rules and separation of powers by foregrounding the necessity of decisive action in
existential threats.

Comparative Perspectives: Schmitt and Liberal
Political Theory

When compared to liberal models of politics, Schmitt’s concept of the political stands out

for its emphasis on conflict and decisionism rather than negotiation and consensus. Liberal
political theory generally assumes that politics can be managed through institutions, laws,
and rational discourse, minimizing antagonism by focusing on shared values and interests.

In contrast, Schmitt argues that such assumptions obscure the reality of political
antagonism. He contends that liberalism’s tendency to reduce politics to administration or
ethics risks failing when existential conflicts arise. The friend-enemy distinction reveals that
political unity is always fragile, contingent on confronting enemies who threaten the
group’s existence.

This divergence has generated extensive scholarly debate, particularly in the contexts of
democratic governance, pluralism, and political violence. Some critics accuse Schmitt of

legitimizing authoritarianism and conflict, while supporters argue that his realism about
political antagonism provides valuable insights into power dynamics and sovereignty.

Pros and Cons of the Schmitt Concept of the Political

e Pros:
o Offers a realistic account of political conflict and identity formation.

o Highlights the limits of liberalism and the importance of sovereign decision-
making in crises.

o Provides a framework for understanding the persistence of political antagonism
and violence.



e Cons:
o Potentially justifies authoritarianism and the suspension of democratic norms.

o May overemphasize conflict, underestimating cooperation and pluralism in
politics.

o |ts stark friend-enemy dichotomy can oversimplify complex political
relationships.

Contemporary Relevance of Schmitt’s Political
Theory

In today’s global political landscape, marked by rising nationalism, populism, and
challenges to liberal democracy, Schmitt’s concept of the political has regained significant
attention. Analysts use his framework to interpret phenomena such as the resurgence of
identity politics, the erosion of democratic norms, and the increasing prominence of
emergency powers in states around the world.

Moreover, debates about the limits of liberal tolerance and the nature of political conflict
resonate strongly with Schmitt’s insights. The friend-enemy distinction helps explain why
political polarization often escalates beyond policy disagreements into existential struggles
over belonging and sovereignty.

However, applying Schmitt’s ideas in contemporary contexts requires careful consideration
of their normative implications. While his theory illuminates the persistence of antagonism,
it also warns against the dangers of unchecked sovereign power and the erosion of
democratic safeguards.

Integration with Modern Political Thought

Modern political theorists often engage critically with Schmitt, incorporating his insights
while seeking to mitigate their more problematic aspects. For instance, some scholars
explore ways to acknowledge political antagonism without succumbing to authoritarian
impulses, advocating for robust democratic institutions that can manage conflict without
eroding rights.

Others analyze Schmitt’s concept of the political in relation to international relations,
particularly in understanding the nature of war, peace, and global order. His friend-enemy
logic challenges assumptions about universal norms and rational cooperation, suggesting
that conflict remains a defining feature of global politics.



This ongoing dialogue underscores the enduring significance of Schmitt’s work and its
capacity to provoke reflection on the foundations and limits of political order.

The Schmitt concept of the political, with its focus on existential conflict and sovereign
decisionism, continues to offer a compelling lens through which to examine the dynamics of
power, identity, and conflict in political life. Despite its controversies, it remains a vital
reference point for scholars and practitioners seeking to grapple with the complex realities
of politics beyond idealized liberal frameworks.

Schmitt Concept Of The Political
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schmitt concept of the political: The Concept of the Political Carl Schmitt, 2024-05-31
Arguably Schmitt's most influential work . . . recognized as one of the most important tracts of
modern political thought. —Samuel Earle, The New Statesman In this, his most influential work,
legal theorist and political philosopher Carl Schmitt argues that liberalism's basis in individual rights
cannot provide a reasonable justification for sacrificing oneself for the state—a critique as cogent
today as when it first appeared. George Schwab's introduction to his translation of the 1932 German
edition highlights Schmitt's intellectual journey through the turbulent period of German history
leading to the Hitlerian one-party state. In addition to analysis by Leo Strauss and a foreword by
Tracy B. Strong placing Schmitt's work into contemporary context, this expanded edition also
includes a translation of Schmitt's 1929 lecture The Age of Neutralizations and Depoliticizations,
which the author himself added to the 1932 edition of the book. An essential update on a modern
classic, The Concept of the Political, Expanded Edition belongs on the bookshelf of anyone interested
in political theory or philosophy. Contains much of what is fundamental in Schmitt's understanding
of the political nature of man and the state, including his contentious definition of the political as the
distinction between friend and enemy . . . Its scholarship is unquestionable. —Joseph W. Bendersky,
Canadian Journal of Political and Social Theory The best introduction to Schmitt's thought. —Mark
Lilla, New York Review of Books [A] foundational work . . . Minor disagreements over terms fade . . .
in light of the superb job Schwab has done rendering Schmitt's long, multi-clausal German sentences
into concise, pellucid English. —Robert D. Rachlin, HNet

schmitt concept of the political: The Concept of the Political Carl Schmitt, 1996-06 In this,
his most influential work, legal theorist and political philosopher Carl Schmitt argues that
liberalism's basis in individual rights cannot provide a reasonable justification for sacrificing oneself
for the state. This edition of the 1932 work includes the translator's introduction (by George
Schwab) which highlights Schmitt's intellectual journey through the turbulent period of German
history leading to the Hitlerian one-party state. It also includes Leo Strauss's analysis of Schmitt's
thesis and a foreword by Tracy B. Strong placing Schmitt's work into contemporary context.

schmitt concept of the political: Political Theology Carl Schmitt, 2005 Foreword Tracy B.
Strong p. vii Introduction George Schwab p. xxxvii Preface to the Second Edition (1934) p. 11
Definition of Sovereignty p. 5 2 The Problem of Sovereignty as the Problem of the Legal Form and of
the Decision p. 16 3 Political Theology p. 36.
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specific political distinction to which political actions and motives can be reduced is that
betweenfriend and enemy. The Concept of the Political is Carl Schmitt's most influential work and
one of the most influential works of political philosophy. First published in 1932 as an elaboration of
a 1927 journal article, Schmitt lays out the concept of the political - the friend-enemy distinction -
and delivers a cogent critique of the impossibility and impracticability of anything that seeks to
abolish that distinction. Schmitt also sets up a cohesive theory that takes account of the varying
intensities of the political. His theory cuts to the heart of the political phenomenon and provides
insight that will prove increasingly relevant for coming generations. Having produced the second
complete English translation of this work to be printed, C.]. Miller labors to remain faithful to the
original German and avoid any commentary or apologia for the plain words of this formidable legal
and political thinker. Antelope Hill Publishing is proud to present C.J. Miller's complete English
translation of Carl Schmitt's The Concept of the Political.

schmitt concept of the political: The Politics of time. Introduction to Carl Schmitt’s
Political Thought Miguel Saralegui, 2021-07-01 Carl Schmitt is the last thinker to provide a
complete, original definition of politics. His work influences many debates in contemporary political
theory through a collection of concepts he created: political theology, the katechon, friend and
enemy. Despite how influential his ideas are, they tend to be employed metaphorically, and
sometimes incorrectly. This miscalculation is due to Carl Schmitt himself, who never gave us a final,
complete version of his political thought, or even of some of his most famous concepts. In this book, I
aim to reconstruct his political thought using three key concepts: political theology, the concept of
the political, and the theory of modernity. To do so, I have consulted all his published works, but also
the archival documents, in particular those with ties to Spain, which had previously received little
attention. This reconstruction offers readers a qualitative introduction to Schmitt’s political thought
that aims to blend logical clarity with document-based evidence.

schmitt concept of the political: The Lesson of Carl Schmitt Heinrich Meier, 2011-08-26
Heinrich Meier’s work on Carl Schmitt has dramatically reoriented the international debate about
Schmitt and his significance for twentieth-century political thought. In The Lesson of Carl Schmitt,
Meier identifies the core of Schmitt’s thought as political theology—that is, political theorizing that
claims to have its ultimate ground in the revelation of a mysterious or suprarational God. This
radical, but half-hidden, theological foundation underlies the whole of Schmitt’s often difficult and
complex oeuvre, rich in historical turns and political convolutions, intentional deceptions and
unintentional obfuscations. In four chapters on morality, politics, revelation, and history, Meier
clarifies the difference between political philosophy and Schmitt’s political theology and relates the
religious dimension of his thought to his support for National Socialism and his continuing
anti-Semitism. New to this edition are two essays that address the recently published
correspondences of Schmitt—particularly with Hans Blumberg—and the light it sheds on his
conception of political theology.

schmitt concept of the political: Notes on Carl Schmitt Leo Strauss,

schmitt concept of the political: The Concept of the Political Hans J. Morgenthau, 2012-03-06
A growing interest in the oeuvre of Hans J. Morgenthau and in re-readings of ‘classical realism'
increases the significance of his European, pre-emigration writings in order to understand the work
of one of the founding figures of IR. This book is the first English translation of Morgenthau's French
monograph La notion du politique from 1933 (translated by Maeva Vidal).

schmitt concept of the political: Carl Schmitt's Concept of the Political, Thomas Hobbes and
the Political Theological Critique of Liberal Democracy Nathan Andrew McCune, 2001 This thesis
examines Carl Schmitt's political theorizing. Carl Schmitt was one of modern Germany's most
influential political theorists. He is most well-known for his work 'The Concept of the Political' which
explicated his understanding of politics; the political is most clearly revealed in the distinction
between friends and enemies. However, exactly how Schmitt conceived of the decision regarding
friend and enemy as paradigmatic for an understanding of healthy politics is problematic. Schmitt
presented the friend-enemy distinction in a rhetorically forceful but conceptually unclear manner.



This thesis investigates whether one can coherently make sense of Schmitt's concept of the political
and whether Schmitt's teaching regarding the political can be understood as forming a coherent
whole; is there an identifiable basis or perspective which consistently informs Schmitt's thinking
about what the political is. While there is much to be learned from previous efforts to comprehend
Carl Schmitt, for the most part, these efforts have not taken into account his serious moral and
theological concerns. Schmitt should be understood primarily as a political theologian; he conceived
of history and politics as a field of providential struggle. Schmitt particularly viewed liberalism from
such a perspective; he found in liberalism the most extensive rejection of the sovereign status of God
in human affairs. In turn, the best way to investigate Schmitt's theorizing is to examine his
understanding of Thomas Hobbes. Hobbes' political philosophy is central to Schmitt's theorizing.
Schmitt sought to rehabilitate Hobbes as the philosopher who could be employed in comprehending
the modern world. However, Schmitt, who originally thought of Hobbes as the philosopher best
suited to his own project, was forced to return to Hobbes' positions which seem impious. Ultimately,
Schmitt attempted to rescue Hobbes the 'vir probus' whose thinking was devout from the image of
Hobbes as the creator of a new mortal god. The consistency of Schmitt's own theorizing is reflected
directly in his thinking about Hobbes. Hobbes' political philosophy is the key to understanding
Schmitt's criticisms of modernity and his explication of the political and is the most important test
case for investigating the political theological nature of his thought.

schmitt concept of the political: Politics and the Concept of the Political James Wiley,
2016-05-26 A recent trend in contemporary western political theory is to criticize it for implicitly
trying to conquer, displace or moralize politics. James Wiley’s book takes the next step, from
criticizing contemporary political theory, to showing what a more politics-centered political theory
would look like by exploring the meaning and value of politics in the writings of Max Weber, Carl
Schmitt, Paul Ricoeur, Hannah Arendt, Sheldon Wolin, Claude Lefort, and Ernesto Laclau and
Chantal Mouffe. These political theorists all use the concept of the political to explain the value of
politics and defend it from its detractors. They represent state-centered, republic-centered and
society-centered conceptions of politics, as well as realist, authoritarian, idealist, republican,
populist and radical democratic traditions of political thought. This book compares these theorists
and traditions of the political in order to defend politics from its critics and to contribute to the
development of a politics-centered political theory. Politics and the Concept of the Political will be a
useful resource to general audiences as well as to specialists in political theory.

schmitt concept of the political: The Concept of the Political Carl Schmitt, 2007-05-15 In
this, his most influential work, legal theorist and political philosopher Carl Schmitt argues that
liberalism’s basis in individual rights cannot provide a reasonable justification for sacrificing oneself
for the state—a critique as cogent today as when it first appeared. George Schwab’s introduction to
his translation of the 1932 German edition highlights Schmitt’s intellectual journey through the
turbulent period of German history leading to the Hitlerian one-party state. In addition to analysis by
Leo Strauss and a foreword by Tracy B. Strong placing Schmitt’s work into contemporary context,
this expanded edition also includes a translation of Schmitt’s 1929 lecture “The Age of
Neutralizations and Depoliticizations,” which the author himself added to the 1932 edition of the
book. An essential update on a modern classic, The Concept of the Political, Expanded Edition
belongs on the bookshelf of anyone interested in political theory or philosophy.

schmitt concept of the political: Law as Politics David Dyzenhaus, 1998 Articles previously
published in the Canadian journal of law and jurisprudence.

schmitt concept of the political: The Political Discourse of Carl Schmitt Montserrat Herrero
Lépez, 2015 Carl Schmitt is a key figure in modern political thought, but discussion of his work often
focuses upon specific elements or themes within his texts. This book provides a wide-ranging
discussion of Carl Schmitt's discourse and provides a new perspective on his contribution,
presenting the idea of Nomos of the Earth as the key idea that organizes his political and legal
discourse This book creates a 'reverse genealogy' of Schmitt's theoretical system, starting from his
legal and political concept of nomos so as to reconstruct his understanding of order. It connects the



different topics the Carl Schmitt developed along his intellectual trajectory, which have generally
been approached in separate ways by scholars: the legal theory, the concept of the political, the
theory of international relations and political theology. The text considers the whole of Carl
Schmitt's work including writings that have been previously unknown to the English speaking
academy; old journals with just three or four pages, newspaper articles, manuscripts of conferences,
and Festschrifts.Itprovides a balanced examination of the whole complex of Carl Schmitt's political
discourse. ages, newspaper articles, manuscripts of conferences, and Festschrifts.Itprovides a
balanced examination of the whole complex of Carl Schmitt's political discourse. ages, newspaper
articles, manuscripts of conferences, and Festschrifts.Itprovides a balanced examination of the
whole complex of Carl Schmitt's political discourse. ages, newspaper articles, manuscripts of
conferences, and Festschrifts.Itprovides a balanced examination of the whole complex of Carl
Schmitt's political discourse.

schmitt concept of the political: Political Romanticism Carl Schmitt, 2017-07-12 A pioneer in
legal and political theory, Schmitt traces the prehistory of political romanticism by examining its
relationship to revolutionary and reactionary tendencies in modern European history. Both the
partisans of the French Revolution and its most embittered enemies were numbered among the
romantics. During the movement for German national unity at the beginning of the nineteenth
century, both revolutionaries and reactionaries counted themselves as romantics. According to
Schmitt, the use of the concept to designate opposed political positions results from the character of
political romanticism: its unpredictable quality and lack of commitment to any substantive political
position. The romantic person acts in such a way that his imagination can be affected. He acts
insofar as he is moved. Thus an action is not a performance or something one does, but rather an
affect or a mood, something one feels. The product of an action is not a result that can be evaluated
according to moral standards, but rather an emotional experience that can be judged only in
aesthetic and emotive terms. These observations lead Schmitt to a profound reflection on the
shortcomings of liberal politics. Apart from the liberal rule of law and its institution of an
autonomous private sphere, the romantic inner sanctum of purely personal experience could not
exist. Without the security of the private realm, the romantic imagination would be subject to
unpredictable incursions. Only in a bourgeois world can the individual become both absolutely
sovereign and thoroughly privatized: a master builder in the cathedral of his personality. An
adequate political order cannot be maintained on such a tolerant individualism, concludes Schmitt.

schmitt concept of the political: The Contemporary Relevance of Carl Schmitt Matilda
Arvidsson, Leila Brannstrom, Panu Minkkinen, 2015-08-20 What does Carl Schmitt have to offer to
ongoing debates about sovereignty, globalization, spatiality, the nature of the political, and political
theology? Can Schmitt’s positions and concepts offer insights that might help us understand our
concrete present-day situation? Works on Schmitt usually limit themselves to historically isolating
Schmitt into his Weimar or post-Weimar context, to reading him together with classics of political
and legal philosophy, or to focusing exclusively on a particular aspect of Schmitt’s writings. Bringing
together an international, and interdisciplinary, range of contributors, this book explores the
question of Schmitt’s relevance for an understanding of the contemporary world. Engaging the
background and intellectual context in which Schmitt wrote his major works - often with reference
to both primary and secondary literature unavailable in English - this book will be of enormous
interest to legal and political theorists.

schmitt concept of the political: Encyclopedia of Political Theory Mark Bevir, 2010-03-18
Looking at the roots of contemporary political theory, this three-volume set examines the global
landscape of all the key theories and the theorists behind them, and provides concise, to-the-point
definitions of key concepts, ideas, schools and figures.

schmitt concept of the political: The Politics of time. Introduction to Carl Schmitt’s
Political Thought Miguel Saralegui, 2021-07-01 Carl Schmitt is the last thinker to provide a
complete, original definition of politics. His work influences many debates in contemporary political
theory through a collection of concepts he created: political theology, the katechon, friend and



enemy. Despite how influential his ideas are, they tend to be employed metaphorically, and
sometimes incorrectly. This miscalculation is due to Carl Schmitt himself, who never gave us a final,
complete version of his political thought, or even of some of his most famous concepts. In this book, I
aim to reconstruct his political thought using three key concepts: political theology, the concept of
the political, and the theory of modernity. To do so, I have consulted all his published works, but also
the archival documents, in particular those with ties to Spain, which had previously received little
attention. This reconstruction offers readers a qualitative introduction to Schmitt’s political thought
that aims to blend logical clarity with document-based evidence.

schmitt concept of the political: Carl Schmitt's State and Constitutional Theory Benjamin A.
Schupmann, 2017-11-17 Can a constitutional democracy commit suicide? Can an illiberal
antidemocratic party legitimately obtain power through democratic elections and amend liberalism
and democracy out of the constitution entirely? In Weimar Germany, these theoretical questions
were both practically and existentially relevant. By 1932, the Nazi and Communist parties combined
held a majority of seats in parliament. Neither accepted the legitimacy of liberal democracy. Their
only reason for participating democratically was to amend the constitution out of existence. This
book analyses Carl Schmitt's state and constitutional theory and shows how it was conceived in
response to the Weimar crisis. Right-wing and left-wing political extremists recognized that a path to
legal revolution lay in the Weimar constitution's combination of democratic procedures, total
neutrality toward political goals, and positive law. Schmitt's writings sought to address the unique
problems posed by mass democracy. Schmitt's thought anticipated 'constrained' or 'militant'
democracy, a type of constitution that guards against subversive expressions of popular sovereignty
and whose mechanisms include the entrenchment of basic constitutional commitments and party
bans. Schmitt's state and constitutional theory remains important: the problems he identified
continue to exist within liberal democratic states. Schmitt offers democrats today a novel way to
understand the legitimacy of liberal democracy and the limits of constitutional change.

schmitt concept of the political: The Political Discourse of Carl Schmitt Montserrat
Herrero, 2015-08-06 Carl Schmitt is a key figure in modern political thought, but discussion of his
work often focuses upon specific elements or themes within his texts. This book provides a
wide-ranging discussion of Carl Schmitt’s discourse and provides a new perspective on his
contribution, presenting the idea of Nomos of the Earth as the key idea that organizes his political
and legal discourse This book creates a ‘reverse genealogy’ of Schmitt’s theoretical system, starting
from his legal and political concept of nomos so as to reconstruct his understanding of order. It
connects the different topics the Carl Schmitt developed along his intellectual trajectory, which have
generally been approached in separate ways by scholars: the legal theory, the concept of the
political, the theory of international relations and political theology. The text considers the whole of
Carl Schmitt’s work including writings that have been previously unknown to the English speaking
academy; old journals with just three or four pages, newspaper articles, manuscripts of conferences,
and Festschrifts.Itprovides a balanced examination of the whole complex of Carl Schmitt’s political
discourse.

schmitt concept of the political: Carl Schmitt and Leo Strauss Heinrich Meier, 2012-02-06
Carl Schmitt was the most famous and controversial defender of political theology in the twentieth
century. But in his best-known work, The Concept of the Political, issued in 1927, 1932, and 1933,
political considerations led him to conceal the dependence of his political theory on his faith in
divine revelation. In 1932 Leo Strauss published a critical review of Concept that initiated an
extremely subtle exchange between Schmitt and Strauss regarding Schmitt’s critique of liberalism.
Although Schmitt never answered Strauss publicly, in the third edition of his book he changed a
number of passages in response to Strauss’s criticisms. Now, in this elegant translation by J. Harvey
Lomax, Heinrich Meier shows us what the remarkable dialogue between Schmitt and Strauss reveals
about the development of these two seminal thinkers. Meier contends that their exchange only
ostensibly revolves around liberalism. At its heart, their “hidden dialogue” explores the fundamental
conflict between political theology and political philosophy, between revelation and reasonand



ultimately, the vital question of how human beings ought to live their lives. “Heinrich Meier’s
treatment of Schmitt’s writings is morally analytical without moralizing, a remarkable feat in view of
Schmitt’s past. He wishes to understand what Schmitt was after rather than to dismiss him out of
hand or bowdlerize his thoughts for contemporary political purposes.”—Mark Lilla, New YorkReview
of Books
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