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Winthrop Jordan White Over Black: Understanding a Complex Historical Narrative

winthrop jordan white over black is a phrase that immediately brings to mind the profound and
often contentious discussions surrounding race relations in American history. It points toward the
influential work of Winthrop D. Jordan, a historian renowned for his deep exploration of racial
dynamics, particularly the intricate and painful history of white supremacy over Black populations in
the United States. Delving into this topic not only reveals the layers of systemic oppression but also
highlights how historical narratives shape contemporary understandings of race and identity.

Who Was Winthrop Jordan?

Before unpacking the nuanced implications behind “white over black” in Jordan’s scholarship, it’s
essential to introduce the man himself. Winthrop D. Jordan was an American historian and professor
whose work primarily focused on American slavery, race relations, and early American history. His
groundbreaking book, *White Over Black: American Attitudes Toward the Negro, 1550-1812*,
published in 1968, remains a seminal text in understanding the origins of racial prejudice in
America.

Jordan’s work is characterized by meticulous archival research and a willingness to confront
uncomfortable truths about the foundations of racial attitudes. By tracing the historical roots of
white supremacy, he revealed how deeply ingrained stereotypes and social structures were formed
and perpetuated over centuries.

Exploring the Core Themes of "White Over Black"

Historical Context of Racial Attitudes

At the heart of Winthrop Jordan’s *White Over Black* is the exploration of evolving American
attitudes toward African-descended peoples from the European colonial period through the early
19th century. Jordan argues that these attitudes were not static but developed in response to
economic, social, and political factors that justified the subjugation of Black individuals.

His research sheds light on how European colonists rationalized slavery and racial hierarchy by
constructing a belief system that placed white Europeans as superior over Africans. This ideology
was reinforced by pseudoscientific theories and religious justifications, which Jordan carefully
documents to show how these ideas became embedded in American culture.

The Role of Language and Imagery



One of Jordan’s insightful contributions lies in his analysis of language and imagery used to describe
Black people in early America. He examined sermons, legal documents, literature, and everyday
speech to reveal how derogatory terms and stereotypes shaped public perception.

For instance, Jordan highlights how African Americans were often depicted as inherently inferior,
morally corrupt, or even subhuman. This dehumanizing language served a dual purpose: it justified
slavery and violence while also creating a clear social divide. Understanding these linguistic tools is
crucial for recognizing how racism was normalized and perpetuated.

Why "White Over Black" Remains Relevant Today

The phrase “white over black” encapsulates the power dynamics that have long influenced social
structures in America. Jordan’s work helps us understand the systemic nature of racism, which is not
just about individual prejudice but about deeply rooted institutional and cultural hierarchies.

Legacy of Racial Hierarchies

The historical attitudes documented by Jordan have left a lasting legacy that continues to affect race
relations today. From disparities in criminal justice to economic inequality and educational access,
the echoes of “white over black” power dynamics are still evident. Recognizing this helps inform
efforts toward racial justice and reconciliation by providing a historical framework for understanding
contemporary issues.

Educational Importance

For educators, historians, and students, *White Over Black* offers invaluable insights into the
origins of racial prejudice. Incorporating Jordan’s research into curricula encourages critical
thinking about how history shapes present-day realities. It also fosters empathy by illuminating the
experiences and systemic challenges faced by Black Americans throughout history.

Unpacking the Historical Impact of Winthrop Jordan's
Work

Influence on Historiography and Racial Studies

Jordan’s scholarship marked a turning point in how historians approached race in America. Prior to
his work, many historical narratives glossed over or minimized the significance of racial attitudes
and their consequences. *White Over Black* challenged this by placing race at the center of early
American studies, influencing subsequent generations of scholars.



His interdisciplinary approach—combining history, literature, anthropology, and sociology—set a
precedent for comprehensive analysis of racial issues. This has expanded into broader fields such as
African American studies and critical race theory.

Critiques and Discussions

While widely praised, Jordan’s work has also sparked debate. Some scholars argue that his focus on
attitudes may underemphasize economic and political motivations behind slavery and racism. Others
have discussed the limitations of analyzing historical figures and societies through a modern lens.

These discussions are vital as they push the academic community to refine and deepen
understanding, ensuring that the study of race remains dynamic and evolving.

Connecting Past and Present: Lessons from "White
Over Black"

Understanding the historical context of “white over black” power relations is not just an academic
exercise—it’s a tool for social awareness and transformation. By learning how racial attitudes were
constructed and maintained, individuals and communities can better recognize patterns of
discrimination and work toward dismantling them.

Practical Applications in Modern Society

- **Policy Development:** Policymakers can use historical insights to address systemic inequalities,
ensuring that laws and programs consider the deep-rooted nature of racial disparities.
- **Community Dialogue:** Facilitating conversations about history encourages honest discussions
about race, fostering mutual understanding and healing.
- **Media Representation:** Recognizing how language and imagery influence perception helps
promote more accurate and respectful portrayals of marginalized groups in media and popular
culture.

Personal Reflection and Growth

Engaging with Jordan’s work invites individuals to reflect on their own beliefs and biases.
Understanding the historical “white over black” narrative helps people become more conscious of
unconscious prejudices and the societal structures that uphold them. This awareness is a crucial
step toward cultivating empathy and advocating for equity.

---

Winthrop Jordan’s *White Over Black* remains a cornerstone in the study of American racial history,
offering a detailed examination of how white supremacy was ideologically constructed and



sustained. Exploring this work reveals the complexities of race relations and their enduring impact,
encouraging ongoing dialogue and action toward a more just society.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Winthrop Jordan and what is he known for?
Winthrop Jordan was an American historian known for his groundbreaking work on race relations in
early America, particularly his book 'White over Black: American Attitudes Toward the Negro,
1550-1812.'

What is the main focus of Winthrop Jordan's book 'White over
Black'?
'White over Black' explores the development of white attitudes toward African Americans from the
16th century through the early 19th century, analyzing how racial prejudice and slavery were
justified and institutionalized in American society.

Why is 'White over Black' considered an important work in
American history?
The book is considered important because it was one of the first to deeply analyze the cultural and
ideological roots of racism and white supremacy in America, offering a detailed historical
perspective on the origins of racial attitudes.

What time period does Winthrop Jordan's 'White over Black'
cover?
The book covers the period from approximately 1550 to 1812, examining the evolution of racial
attitudes during this formative era in American history.

How did Winthrop Jordan approach the study of race relations
in 'White over Black'?
Jordan used extensive primary sources, including literature, legal documents, and personal writings,
to trace how ideas about race and racial hierarchy developed and were propagated in early America.

What impact did 'White over Black' have on the historiography
of race in America?
'White over Black' significantly influenced the study of American racism by highlighting the cultural
and psychological aspects of racial prejudice, encouraging more nuanced and interdisciplinary
approaches to the subject.



Did Winthrop Jordan discuss the role of slavery in shaping
white attitudes in 'White over Black'?
Yes, Jordan examined how the institution of slavery profoundly shaped white perceptions of African
Americans, reinforcing notions of racial superiority and justifying oppressive social structures.

How does 'White over Black' explain the connection between
religion and racial attitudes?
The book discusses how religious beliefs and interpretations were often used to rationalize racial
hierarchies and slavery, influencing white Americans' views of black people during the colonial and
early national periods.

Is 'White over Black' still relevant for understanding race
relations today?
Yes, 'White over Black' remains a foundational text for understanding the historical roots of racial
attitudes and systemic racism in America, providing context for ongoing discussions about race and
inequality.

Additional Resources
Winthrop Jordan White Over Black: A Critical Examination of Historical Narratives and Racial
Discourse

winthrop jordan white over black emerges as a pivotal phrase encapsulating the complex and
often contentious discourse surrounding race relations in American history. The phrase draws
attention not only to the racial dynamics between white and black Americans but also to the
interpretive frameworks that historians like Winthrop Jordan have employed in analyzing those
dynamics. This article delves into the multifaceted dimensions of Winthrop Jordan’s scholarship,
particularly his exploration of the relationship between white and black populations during the
formative periods of American history, and how his work continues to influence contemporary
understandings of race, power, and identity.

Understanding Winthrop Jordan’s Contribution to
Racial History

Winthrop Jordan, an esteemed historian, is best known for his groundbreaking research on the
intersection of race, sexuality, and power in early American history. His work often addresses the
tensions and hierarchies embedded in the “white over black” paradigm, which reflects the systemic
dominance of white populations over African Americans from the colonial era onwards. Jordan's
scholarship provides critical insight into how racial ideologies were constructed and perpetuated,
shaping social, political, and economic realities.

One of Jordan’s most influential works, *White Over Black: American Attitudes Toward the Negro,



1550–1812*, rigorously examines the evolution of white attitudes toward black people in early
America. This seminal text traces the development of racial prejudices and the institutionalization of
white supremacy, laying bare the cultural and psychological underpinnings of racial hierarchy.
Through extensive archival research and a nuanced analytical lens, Jordan highlights how racial
perceptions were not merely reactions to physical differences but were deeply entwined with power
structures and social control mechanisms.

The Historical Context of “White Over Black”

The phrase “white over black” succinctly captures the racial stratification that shaped colonial and
antebellum America. During this period, the legal codification of slavery, the emergence of racial
stereotypes, and religious justifications for racial inequality all contributed to reinforcing the
dominance of white populations over black slaves and free blacks.

Jordan’s analysis sheds light on how early European settlers and American colonists constructed
racial categories that justified exploitation and exclusion. This racial ideology was not static; it
evolved through economic interests, religious beliefs, and societal fears. For example, Jordan
explores how the fear of miscegenation and the desire to maintain social order led to laws and
cultural norms aimed at preserving white superiority.

Exploring Key Themes in Winthrop Jordan’s Analysis

Racial Attitudes and Social Hierarchy

Central to Jordan’s thesis is the concept that racial attitudes among whites were instrumental in
maintaining a social hierarchy where blacks were systematically subordinated. The “white over
black” framework is not just about physical dominance but also about ideological control. Jordan
articulates how white Americans developed a collective identity in opposition to blackness, which
was often associated with inferiority, savagery, and moral decay.

This binary opposition became a foundation for racial discrimination, shaping laws, social customs,
and economic practices. Understanding these attitudes is crucial for comprehending the persistence
of racial inequality throughout American history.

Religion and Racial Justification

Winthrop Jordan pays particular attention to the role of religion in shaping white perceptions of
black people. In early America, Christian doctrine was frequently invoked to justify slavery and
racial discrimination. Jordan’s research reveals how biblical interpretations were selectively applied
to rationalize the “white over black” hierarchy.

This intersection of religion and race not only provided moral cover for slavery but also influenced
cultural narratives that legitimized white dominance. Recognizing this religious dimension is vital



for a comprehensive understanding of how racial ideologies were entrenched.

Sexuality, Power, and Race

Another critical aspect of Jordan’s work is his examination of the sexual politics that underpinned
racial relations. He delves into the fears white society harbored about interracial relationships,
which threatened to blur rigid racial boundaries. The regulation of black sexuality, particularly black
men and black women, was a key tool in maintaining white supremacy.

Jordan’s exploration of these themes reveals the deep anxieties embedded in the “white over black”
dynamic, where control over bodies and reproduction became a battleground for racial power.

Relevance of Winthrop Jordan’s Work in Contemporary
Discourse

The phrase “winthrop jordan white over black” remains highly relevant in modern discussions about
race relations, systemic racism, and historical memory. Jordan’s meticulous documentation of early
American racial attitudes provides a foundation for understanding how historical narratives shape
contemporary social issues.

By critically engaging with Jordan’s work, scholars, activists, and policymakers can better appreciate
the origins of racial inequality and the persistent challenges of racial justice. His research
encourages a more nuanced and historically grounded approach to addressing the legacies of
slavery and segregation.

Comparative Perspectives on Race and Power

Winthrop Jordan’s insights invite comparison with other historians who have examined racial
hierarchies. While some scholars emphasize economic structures or political institutions, Jordan’s
focus on cultural and ideological factors offers a complementary perspective that enriches the
broader historiography of race.

This multidimensional approach helps to unpack the complexity of “white over black” relations,
highlighting that racial domination is not solely about material control but also about deeply
ingrained beliefs and social practices.

Challenges and Critiques

Although Jordan’s work is widely respected, it has also faced critiques, particularly regarding the
scope and interpretation of racial attitudes. Some argue that his focus on elite white perspectives
may underrepresent the diversity of experiences among both whites and blacks. Others suggest that
subsequent scholarship has expanded the analysis to include intersectional factors such as gender,



class, and regional differences.

Engaging with these critiques enriches the conversation around “winthrop jordan white over black,”
encouraging ongoing dialogue and refinement of historical understanding.

Practical Implications and Educational Value

For educators and students, Jordan’s exploration of the “white over black” paradigm offers valuable
lessons in critical thinking and historical analysis. His work exemplifies how to interrogate primary
sources, understand context, and appreciate the complexity of social attitudes.

Incorporating Jordan’s findings into curricula can foster greater awareness of the historical roots of
racial prejudice and encourage reflection on how these legacies continue to influence modern
society.

Resources and Further Reading

White Over Black: American Attitudes Toward the Negro, 1550–1812 by Winthrop D. Jordan –
The foundational text for understanding his thesis.

Slavery and Race in American History – A collection of essays that build upon and critique
Jordan’s work.

The Ideology of White Supremacy by various scholars – Explores the broader cultural and
psychological mechanisms of racial dominance.

The ongoing relevance of “winthrop jordan white over black” lies in its capacity to provoke critical
reflection on the forces that shaped American racial identities and power relations. By continuing to
analyze and debate these themes, society can move closer to addressing the deep-seated inequalities
embedded in its past.

Winthrop Jordan White Over Black
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  winthrop jordan white over black: White Over Black Winthrop D. Jordan, 2013-02-06 In 1968,
Winthrop D. Jordan set out in encyclopedic detail the evolution of white Englishmen’s and
Anglo-Americans' perceptions of blacks, perceptions of difference used to justify race-based slavery,
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and liberty and justice for whites only. This second edition, with new forewords by historians
Christopher Leslie Brown and Peter H. Wood, reminds us that Jordan’s text is still the definitive
work on the history of race in America in the colonial era. Every book published to this day on
slavery and racism builds upon his work; all are judged in comparison to it; none has surpassed it.
  winthrop jordan white over black: The White Man's Burden Winthrop D. Jordan, 1974 An
abridgement of the prize-winning White Over Black
  winthrop jordan white over black: Winthrop Jordan Discusses His Book 'White Over
Black' Winthrop D. Jordan, 1969
  winthrop jordan white over black: Winthrop Jordan discusses White over black with columnist
RobertCromie , 1969
  winthrop jordan white over black: Critical White Studies Richard Delgado, Jean Stefancic,
1997 No longer content with accepting whiteness as the norm, critical scholars have turned their
attention to whiteness itself. In Critical White Studies: Looking Behind the Mirror, numerous
thinkers, including Toni Morrison, Eric Foner, Peggy McIntosh, Andrew Hacker, Ruth Frankenberg,
John Howard Griffin, David Roediger, Kathleen Heal Cleaver, Noel Ignatiev, Cherrie Moraga, and
Reginald Horsman, attack such questions as: *How was whiteness invented, and why? *How has the
category whiteness changed over time? *Why did some immigrant groups, such as the Irish and
Jews, start out as nonwhite and later became white? *Can some individual people be both white and
nonwhite at different times, and what does it mean to pass for white? *At what point does pride in
being white cross the line into white power or white supremacy? *What can whites concerned over
racial inequity or white privilege do about it? Science and pseudoscience are presented side by side
to demonstrate how our views on whiteness often reflect preconception, not fact. For example, most
scientists hold that race is not a valid scientific category -- genetic differences between races are
insignificant compared to those within them. Yet, the one drop rule, whereby those with any
nonwhite heritage are classified as nonwhite, persists even today. As the bell curve controversy
shows, race concepts die hard, especially when power and prestige lie behind them. A sweeping
portrait of the emerging field of whiteness studies, Critical White Studies presents, for the first time,
the best work from sociology, law, history, cultural studies, and literature. Delgado and Stefancic
expressly offer critical white studies as the next step in critical race theory. In focusing on
whiteness, not only do they ask nonwhites to investigate more closely for what it means for others to
be white, but also they invite whites to examine themselves more searchingly and to look behind the
mirror.
  winthrop jordan white over black: The White Image in the Black Mind Mia Bay, 2000
Historical studies of white racial thought have focused on white ideas about the Negroes. Bay's
study examines the reverse - black ideas about whites, and, consequently, black understandings of
race and racial categories
  winthrop jordan white over black: White Over Black Winthrop D. Jordan, 1969
  winthrop jordan white over black: Terror and Triumph Anthony B. Pinn, 2022-07-26 Given the
unique history of African Americans and their diverse religious flowering in Black Christianity, the
Nation of Islam, voodoo, and others, what is the heart and soul of African American religious life? As
a leader in both Black religious studies and theology, Anthony Pinn has probed the dynamism and
variety of African American religious expressions. In this work, based on the Edward Cadbury
Lectures at the University of Birmingham, England, he searches out the basic structure of Black
religion, tracing the Black religious spirit in its many historical manifestations. Pinn finds in the
terrors of enslavement of Black bodies and subsequent oppressions the primal experience to which
the Black religious impulse provides a perennial and cumulative response. Oppressions entailed the
denial of personhood and creation of an object: the negro. Slave auctions, punishments, and, later,
lynchings created an existential dread but also evoked a quest, a search, for complex subjectivity or
authentic personhood that still fuels Black religion today. In this 20th anniversary edition of Pinn's
groundbreaking work, the author offers a new reflection on the argument in retrospect and invites a
panel of five contemporary scholars to examine what it means for current and future scholarship.



Contributors include Keri Day, Sylvester Johnson, Anthony G. Reddie, Calvin Warren, and Carol
Wayne White.
  winthrop jordan white over black: The Social Origins of Private Life Stephanie Coontz,
2016-02-23 Current debates about the future of the family are often based on serious
misconceptions about its past. Arguing that there is no biologically mandated or universally
functional family form, Stephanie Coontz traces the complexity and variety of family arrangements
in American history, from Native American kin groups to the emergence of the dominant
middle-class family ideal in the 1890s. Surveying and synthesizing a vast range of previous
scholarship, as well as engaging more particular studies of family life from the seventeenth to the
nineteenth centuries, Coontz offers a highly original account of the shifting structure and function of
American families. Her account challenges standard interpretations of the early hegemony of
middle-class privacy and affective individualism, pointing to the rich tradition of alternative family
behaviors among various ethnic and socioeconomic groups in America, and arguing that even
middle-class families went through several transformations in the course of the nineteenth century.
The present dominant family form, grounded in close interpersonal relations and premised on
domestic consumption of mass-produced household goods has arisen, Coontz argues, from a long
and complex series of changing political and economic conjunctures, as well as from the destruction
or incorporation of several alternative family systems. A clear conception of American capitalism's
combined and uneven development is therefore essential if we are to understand the history of the
family as a key social and economic unit. Lucid and detailed, The Social Origins of Private Life is
likely to become the standard history of its subject.
  winthrop jordan white over black: Sutton E. Griggs and the Struggle Against White
Supremacy Finnie D. Coleman, 2007 Sutton E. Griggs (1872-1933) was a significant African
American social reformer, pastor, and prolific writer. His successful first novel, Imperium in Imperio
(1899), addressed in a forceful way the plight of Black Americans in post-Reconstruction America.
Using Griggs's life story as a platform, Sutton E. Griggs and the Struggle against White Supremacy
explores how conservative pragmatism shaped the dynamics of race relations and racial politics
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. More precisely, the book examines the
various intellectual tactics that Griggs developed to combat white supremacy. Author Finnie D.
Coleman shows that Griggs was a pivotal shaper of a racial uplift philosophy that bore little
relationship to more melioristic attempts at racial reconciliation. Coleman explores how Griggs's
family-particularly his father-influenced his political ideology. Coleman examines why and how
Griggs toyed with militant and at times violent fictional responses to white supremacy when his
background and temperament were profoundly conservative and peaceful. Ultimately, Griggs
yielded to his father's brand of pragmatic conservatism, but not before he produced a number of
works of fiction and nonfiction that pushed the boundaries of what were acceptable reactions to the
racial status quo of his day. The author addresses other questions about Griggs's work: How did his
fiction capture the generational differences between African Americans born in antebellum America
and those who came of age at the end of the Gilded Age? Which rhetorical conventions proved
effective against the ever-obdurate Jim Crow? Why have critical assessments of his works varied so
greatly over the years? Most important, when compared with other writings of his day, why have his
texts been so thoroughly marginalized? This new volume adds to our understanding of Griggs's
literary career and his role as one of the most widely read and selflessly dedicated intellectual
leaders of his day.
  winthrop jordan white over black: The Life and Times of Martha Laurens Ramsay, 1759-1811
Joanna Bowen Gillespie, 2001 Using Martha Laurens Ramsay's spiritual diary and correspondence,
the author presents a look at the world of the daughter of Henry Laurens, president of the
Continental Congress, and brother of John Laurens who achieved legendary status for his military
gallantry.--Jacket.
  winthrop jordan white over black: African-American Religion David Musa, 2015-07-06
Literature on North American slavery is almost inexhaustible but negligent of the religious culture of



the slaves, most especially African-American Christianity. As noted in Robert Handys insightful
article, for several decades AfricanAmerican Christianity appeared only as incidentals in the general
historiography of American Church history. Considering the immeasurably positive role of the
Church in the lives of African-Americans, this oversight is almost inexcusable. Even where studies in
slave Christianity have been attempted one would search in vain for any substantial discussion of the
mutual effects of the slaves original African religion and Christianity. Thus this study is a
contribution to recent explorations into that vital aspect of the history of African slaves in North
America their Christianization. The study focuses on the question of why the African slaves were
apparently more responsive to Christianity in the Great Awakenings than during the previous
evangelization efforts by the Anglican missionaries. I propose that the continuities as well as
discontinuities between Christianity and African Traditional Religion were key among determinant
factors in the slaves response to Christianity. Basically, the slaves responded to the type of
Christianity in which these factors were more prominent, the Great Awakenings vis--vis the Anglican
version. The first chapter of this study highlights the problem of past inattention to slave
Christianity, especially as it relates to African Traditional Religion. In Chapter two, I argue for both
West Africa as the original home of the slaves and African Traditional Religion as the predominant
religious culture of that region. The third chapter describes the process, personnel, and problems
encountered in slave Christianization. Chapters four and five analyze and evaluate the impact of
Christianizing efforts by the Anglican missionaries and revival evangelists respectively. Chapter six
summarizes and discusses the value of my findings for the African-American Church and Christianity
in general. The study contains suggestions for further research.
  winthrop jordan white over black: White Captives June Namias, 2005-10-12 White Captives
offers a new perspective of Indian-white coexistence on the American frontier through analysis of
historical, anthropological, political, and literary materials. --> Namias shows that visual, literary,
and historical accounts of the capture of Euro-Americans by Indians are commentaries on the
uncertain boundaries of gender, race, and culture during the colonial Indian Wars, the American
Revolution, and the Civil War. She compares the experiences and representations of male and
female captives over time and on successive frontiers and examines the narratives of captives Jane
McCrea, Mary Jemison, and Sarah Wakefield.
  winthrop jordan white over black: The Curse of Ham in the Early Modern Era David M.
Whitford, 2017-07-05 This book explores the biblical story of the Curse of Ham, and its relationship
to the defence of slavery. It shows how during the Reformation period, the story began to be
interpreted in new ways, that provided justification for the rapidly expanding, and extremely
lucrative, Trans-Atlantic slave trade. Skilfully weaving together elements of theology, literature and
history, this book not only provides a fascinating insight into the ways that issues of religion,
economics and race could collide in the Reformation world, but also provides essential reading for
anyone wishing to try to comprehend the origins of arguments used to justify slavery and
segregation right up to the 1960s.
  winthrop jordan white over black: Misrepresentations Graham Bradshaw, 1993 Continues
Bradshaw's earlier critical work on Shakespeare by considering his perspectivism and the intricacies
and complexity of a play's dramatic thinking, using Henry V and Othello as case studies. Some of the
chapters have been previously published. Paper edition (8129-5), $15.95. Annotation copyright by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  winthrop jordan white over black: Gender and Race in Antebellum Popular Culture
Sarah N. Roth, 2014-07-21 In the decades leading to the Civil War, popular conceptions of African
American men shifted dramatically. The savage slave featured in 1830s' novels and stories gave way
by the 1850s to the less-threatening humble black martyr. This radical reshaping of black
masculinity in American culture occurred at the same time that the reading and writing of popular
narratives were emerging as largely feminine enterprises. In a society where women wielded little
official power, white female authors exalted white femininity, using narrative forms such as
autobiographies, novels, short stories, visual images, and plays, by stressing differences that made



white women appear superior to male slaves. This book argues that white women, as creators and
consumers of popular culture media, played a pivotal role in the demasculinization of black men
during the antebellum period, and consequently had a vital impact on the political landscape of
antebellum and Civil War-era America through their powerful influence on popular culture.
  winthrop jordan white over black: Equality Under the Constitution Judith A. Baer, 1983
No detailed description available for Equality under the Constitution.
  winthrop jordan white over black: The World of Colonial America Ignacio Gallup-Diaz,
2017-04-28 The World of Colonial America: An Atlantic Handbook offers a comprehensive and
in-depth survey of cutting-edge research into the communities, cultures, and colonies that comprised
colonial America, with a focus on the processes through which communities were created,
destroyed, and recreated that were at the heart of the Atlantic experience. With contributions
written by leading scholars from a variety of viewpoints, the book explores key topics such as -- The
Spanish, French, and Dutch Atlantic empires -- The role of the indigenous people, as imperial allies,
trade partners, and opponents of expansion -- Puritanism, Protestantism, Catholicism, and the role of
religion in colonization -- The importance of slavery in the development of the colonial economies --
The evolution of core areas, and their relationship to frontier zones -- The emergence of the English
imperial state as a hegemonic world power after 1688 -- Regional developments in colonial North
America. Bringing together leading scholars in the field to explain the latest research on Colonial
America and its place in the Atlantic World, this is an important reference for all advanced students,
researchers, and professionals working in the field of early American history or the age of empires.
  winthrop jordan white over black: Jim Crow North Richard Archer, 2017-09-20 More than a
century before Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus, African American New
Englanders through sit-ins, boycotts, petition drives, and other initiatives struggled for equal rights.
Jim Crow North is the tale of that struggle and of the racism that prompted it.
  winthrop jordan white over black: The Invisible Line Daniel J. Sharfstein, 2011-02-17 The
Invisible Line shines light on one of the most important, but too often hidden, aspects of American
history and culture. Sharfstein's narrative of three families negotiating America's punishing racial
terrain is a must read for all who are interested in the construction of race in the United States.
--Annette Gordon-Reed, Pulitzer Prize winning author of The Hemingses of Monticello In America,
race is a riddle. The stories we tell about our past have calcified into the fiction that we are neatly
divided into black or white. It is only with the widespread availability of DNA testing and the boom in
genealogical research that the frequency with which individuals and entire families crossed the color
line has become clear. In this sweeping history, Daniel J. Sharfstein unravels the stories of three
families who represent the complexity of race in America and force us to rethink our basic
assumptions about who we are. The Gibsons were wealthy landowners in the South Carolina
backcountry who became white in the 1760s, ascending to the heights of the Southern elite and
ultimately to the U.S. Senate. The Spencers were hardscrabble farmers in the hills of Eastern
Kentucky, joining an isolated Appalachian community in the 1840s and for the better part of a
century hovering on the line between white and black. The Walls were fixtures of the rising black
middle class in post-Civil War Washington, D.C., only to give up everything they had fought for to
become white at the dawn of the twentieth century. Together, their interwoven and intersecting
stories uncover a forgotten America in which the rules of race were something to be believed but not
necessarily obeyed. Defining their identities first as people of color and later as whites, these
families provide a lens for understanding how people thought about and experienced race and how
these ideas and experiences evolved-how the very meaning of black and white changed-over time.
Cutting through centuries of myth, amnesia, and poisonous racial politics, The Invisible Line will
change the way we talk about race, racism, and civil rights.
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