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What Is a Paradigm in Sociology? Understanding the Frameworks That Shape Social
Thought

what is a paradigm in sociology is a question that often arises when diving into the
study of social sciences. At its core, a paradigm in sociology refers to a fundamental
framework or set of beliefs that guide how sociologists understand and interpret social
phenomena. It acts as a lens through which researchers observe society, formulate
theories, and analyze human behavior. But beyond this straightforward definition,
paradigms influence everything from the questions sociologists ask to the methods they
use, playing a critical role in shaping the field’s evolution.

The Essence of a Paradigm in Sociology

In sociology, a paradigm is more than just a theory or a method; it’s a comprehensive
worldview. Imagine it as a blueprint that outlines what aspects of society are important,
what counts as valid evidence, and how social reality should be explained. This framework
helps establish norms for conducting research and guides the interpretation of data.
Without paradigms, sociological inquiry would lack coherence and direction.

The concept of paradigms was popularized by philosopher Thomas Kuhn in his work on the
philosophy of science, where he described paradigms as dominant scientific worldviews
that guide research until they are replaced or challenged by new paradigms. In sociology,
paradigms fulfill a similar role by setting the parameters within which social scientists
operate.

Major Paradigms in Sociology

Sociology is rich with different paradigms, each providing unique insights into social life.
Understanding these main paradigms helps clarify how sociologists approach the
complexities of human society.

Structural Functionalism

One of the earliest and most influential paradigms, structural functionalism views society as
a complex system whose parts work together to promote stability and order. This approach
focuses on social institutions like family, education, and government, analyzing their
functions and how they contribute to the overall health of society. The paradigm
emphasizes consensus, social cohesion, and the importance of maintaining equilibrium.

For example, from a structural functionalist perspective, the education system functions to
socialize children, transmit knowledge, and prepare individuals for their roles in the



workforce.

Conflict Theory

In contrast to structural functionalism, conflict theory centers on power struggles and
inequalities within society. Rooted in the ideas of Karl Marx, this paradigm highlights the
conflicts between different social classes, races, genders, and other groups competing for
resources and dominance. Conflict theorists argue that society is characterized by tension
and change rather than stability, focusing on issues like exploitation, oppression, and social
justice.

This paradigm is particularly useful for analyzing institutions that perpetuate inequality,
such as economic systems or legal frameworks.

Symbolic Interactionism

Symbolic interactionism zooms in on the micro-level of social life, emphasizing the
importance of symbols, language, and daily interactions. It explores how individuals create
meaning through social interactions and how these meanings shape behavior and social
structures. This paradigm views society as a product of ongoing social processes, where
people actively interpret and negotiate their social realities.

For instance, symbolic interactionists might study how social identities are constructed
through communication or how cultural norms are maintained through everyday
interactions.

Why Paradigms Matter in Sociological Research

Understanding what is a paradigm in sociology is essential because paradigms influence
every stage of research—from the formulation of hypotheses to the interpretation of
results. Different paradigms prioritize different questions and methods. For example, a
structural functionalist might use quantitative data to assess how social institutions
contribute to social stability, while a symbolic interactionist might employ qualitative
methods to explore individual experiences and meanings.

Guiding Research Questions and Methods

Each paradigm has its own set of assumptions about what constitutes valid knowledge. This
affects:

Research questions: What social phenomena are worth studying? For example,
conflict theorists might focus on inequality and power dynamics.



Methodology: Whether to use qualitative or quantitative methods depends on the
paradigm’s emphasis. Symbolic interactionism often favors ethnography and
participant observation.

Interpretation: How data is understood and explained. A functionalist might
interpret social patterns as promoting stability, whereas a conflict theorist sees them
as reflecting power imbalances.

Paradigm Shifts and Sociological Progress

Sociology, like other sciences, experiences paradigm shifts when existing frameworks no
longer adequately explain social realities. These shifts can be gradual or revolutionary,
often sparked by social changes, new discoveries, or critical challenges to prevailing
theories. For example, the rise of feminist theory introduced new paradigms focused on
gender inequalities, challenging traditional perspectives that ignored women’s experiences.

Recognizing paradigm shifts helps us appreciate sociology’s dynamic nature and its
responsiveness to evolving social contexts.

Interplay Between Paradigms: Not Always
Mutually Exclusive

While paradigms offer distinct perspectives, they are not always mutually exclusive. Many
sociologists find value in combining insights from multiple paradigms to develop a more
comprehensive understanding of social phenomena. For example, a researcher might use
conflict theory to identify inequalities and symbolic interactionism to understand how
individuals experience those inequalities in daily life.

This integrative approach allows for richer analyses and acknowledges the complexity of
society, which often cannot be fully captured through a single theoretical lens.

Tips for Applying Paradigms Effectively

Clarify your research goals: Before choosing a paradigm, consider what you want
to explore—structural patterns, power relations, or individual meanings.

Be open to multiple perspectives: Don’t hesitate to draw from different paradigms
to enrich your analysis.

Stay aware of paradigm limitations: Every paradigm has blind spots;
understanding these helps avoid biased conclusions.



Keep social context in mind: Paradigms may need to adapt as society evolves.

Paradigms and Their Role in Everyday
Understanding of Society

Beyond academia, paradigms influence how people perceive social issues in everyday life.
For instance, media narratives often reflect underlying paradigms, shaping public opinion
on topics like crime, education, or healthcare. Recognizing the paradigm behind a particular
viewpoint can encourage critical thinking, helping individuals question assumptions and
appreciate different perspectives.

Moreover, policymakers and social activists often draw on sociological paradigms to frame
problems and propose solutions, whether aiming to maintain social order or promote social
change.

Exploring what is a paradigm in sociology opens a window into the foundational ideas that
shape our understanding of society. These paradigms not only guide research but also
influence how we interpret the social world around us, making them essential tools for
anyone interested in the complexities of human behavior and social structures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a paradigm in sociology?
A paradigm in sociology is a fundamental framework or set of beliefs and assumptions that
guides research, theory, and interpretation of social phenomena.

Why are paradigms important in sociology?
Paradigms are important because they shape how sociologists understand society,
determine research methods, and influence the interpretation of social behavior and
institutions.

What are some common paradigms used in sociology?
Common paradigms in sociology include structural functionalism, conflict theory, symbolic
interactionism, and feminism, each offering different perspectives on social issues.

How do paradigms in sociology change over time?
Paradigms change as new evidence and perspectives emerge, leading to shifts in dominant
theories and approaches to understanding social phenomena.



Can multiple paradigms be used simultaneously in
sociology?
Yes, sociologists often use multiple paradigms to gain a more comprehensive
understanding of social issues by integrating different viewpoints and methodologies.

How does the paradigm influence sociological research?
The paradigm influences the questions sociologists ask, the methods they use, and how
they interpret data, thereby shaping the entire research process.

Additional Resources
**Understanding the Concept of Paradigm in Sociology**

what is a paradigm in sociology is a foundational question that invites exploration into
the frameworks shaping sociological inquiry. At its core, a paradigm in sociology refers to a
set of shared assumptions, concepts, values, and practices that guides researchers in
understanding social phenomena. It acts as a lens through which sociologists interpret
data, formulate theories, and analyze social structures and behaviors. This article provides
a comprehensive examination of what a paradigm in sociology entails, its significance in
the discipline, and the major paradigms that have influenced sociological thought.

The Conceptual Foundations of a Paradigm in
Sociology

The term "paradigm" gained prominence in the philosophy of science through Thomas
Kuhn’s seminal work, *The Structure of Scientific Revolutions* (1962). Kuhn described
paradigms as overarching frameworks that define scientific practice within a discipline until
they are replaced by new paradigms in periods of revolutionary change. In sociology,
paradigms function similarly by shaping both theoretical perspectives and methodological
approaches.

Sociological paradigms provide the intellectual scaffolding for interpreting complex social
realities. They influence what questions are asked, what data are considered relevant, and
how results are explained. This structural influence means that paradigms are not merely
academic abstractions but practical tools that impact how sociologists engage with social
issues ranging from inequality and power to culture and identity.

Why Paradigms Matter in Sociological Research

Understanding what a paradigm in sociology is crucial for several reasons:

- **Guiding Research Questions:** Paradigms establish the boundaries of inquiry, directing



sociologists toward particular kinds of questions and problems.
- **Shaping Theoretical Frameworks:** Each paradigm comes with its own set of theories
and concepts, influencing interpretation.
- **Determining Methodologies:** Paradigms affect whether researchers favor qualitative,
quantitative, or mixed methods approaches.
- **Facilitating Dialogue and Debate:** Recognizing different paradigms fosters critical
engagement and intellectual diversity within the field.

Without paradigms, sociological research risks becoming fragmented and ad hoc, lacking
coherence and cumulative knowledge-building.

Major Sociological Paradigms: An Analytical
Overview

Since sociology’s emergence as a distinct discipline in the 19th century, several dominant
paradigms have shaped its trajectory. These paradigms offer different explanatory models
for understanding society.

Structural Functionalism

One of the earliest and most influential paradigms, structural functionalism views society as
a complex system composed of various parts that work together to promote stability and
social order. Rooted in the works of Emile Durkheim and later developed by Talcott Parsons
and Robert K. Merton, this paradigm emphasizes the functions that social institutions fulfill.

- **Core Idea:** Society functions like a living organism where institutions (family,
education, religion) contribute to social equilibrium.
- **Features:** Focus on social cohesion, consensus, and the maintenance of social norms.
- **Critiques:** Often criticized for overlooking social conflict, inequality, and power
dynamics.

Conflict Theory

In contrast, conflict theory foregrounds power struggles and inequalities as the driving
forces of social change. Heavily influenced by Karl Marx, this paradigm interprets society as
a battleground where dominant groups exploit subordinate ones.

- **Core Idea:** Social structures are shaped by conflicts between classes, races, or other
social groups competing for resources.
- **Features:** Emphasis on social inequality, domination, and resistance.
- **Pros and Cons:** Highlights social injustice but can underplay social cohesion and
cooperation.



Symbolic Interactionism

Symbolic interactionism focuses on micro-level social interactions and the meanings
individuals attach to symbols, language, and behaviors. Pioneered by George Herbert Mead
and Herbert Blumer, it offers a nuanced understanding of how social reality is constructed
through everyday interaction.

- **Core Idea:** Society is created and maintained through social interaction and
interpretation.
- **Features:** Emphasis on subjective meanings, identity formation, and socialization
processes.
- **Limitations:** Often critiqued for neglecting larger social structures and power relations.

Contemporary Paradigms and Emerging Perspectives

Beyond these classical paradigms, sociology has witnessed the rise of new frameworks that
reflect changing social realities:

- **Feminist Theory:** Challenges traditional paradigms by centering gender and
highlighting patriarchy and intersectionality.
- **Postmodernism:** Questions grand narratives and fixed truths, emphasizing multiplicity
and fragmentation.
- **Critical Race Theory:** Explores racialized power structures and systemic racism as
fundamental to social analysis.

Each of these perspectives contributes to a more pluralistic understanding of social life,
demonstrating how paradigms evolve in response to societal transformations.

Paradigm Shifts and Their Implications in
Sociology

Paradigm shifts in sociology occur when existing frameworks fail to adequately explain
social phenomena, prompting the adoption of new paradigms. For instance, the rise of
conflict theory challenged the dominance of structural functionalism by exposing its blind
spots regarding inequality. Similarly, the incorporation of feminist perspectives represented
a significant shift by questioning the male-centric biases prevalent in earlier paradigms.

These shifts carry important implications:

- **Theoretical Innovation:** New paradigms stimulate fresh theories and concepts.
- **Methodological Diversity:** They encourage the use of varied research methods suited
to different epistemologies.
- **Policy and Practice:** Paradigm shifts can reshape social policies by altering how social
problems are understood.



However, paradigm transitions are often contested and gradual rather than abrupt,
reflecting the complex nature of sociological knowledge production.

Challenges of Working Within Paradigms

While paradigms provide essential structure, they also impose limitations. Sociologists may
become constrained by the assumptions embedded in their paradigms, leading to potential
biases or tunnel vision. For example:

- Overreliance on a single paradigm can marginalize alternative viewpoints.
- Paradigms may resist integration, creating disciplinary silos.
- The dominance of paradigms may delay recognition of emerging social issues.

Recognizing these challenges encourages reflexivity among sociologists and fosters
openness to interdisciplinary approaches.

Paradigms as Dynamic Frameworks in
Sociological Inquiry

Ultimately, a paradigm in sociology is not a rigid doctrine but a dynamic framework that
evolves with new insights and societal changes. It serves as both a map and a
compass—guiding research while being subject to critique and revision. Sociologists’
engagement with paradigms is thus a continuous process of questioning, testing, and
refining the conceptual tools used to decipher social complexity.

By understanding what a paradigm in sociology entails and how various paradigms
function, scholars and practitioners can better appreciate the diverse ways social life is
analyzed. This awareness enhances the discipline’s capacity to address multifaceted social
challenges, from globalization and technological change to social justice and environmental
sustainability.

In this light, paradigms remain indispensable in sociology—not as static categories but as
living frameworks that shape the quest to understand and improve human society.

What Is A Paradigm In Sociology

Find other PDF articles:
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-033/pdf?ID=gDw03-0634&title=stan-baronett-logic-3rd-edition.pdf

  what is a paradigm in sociology: Sociology George Ritzer, 1980
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Beyond Sociology's Tower of Babel Bernard S. Phillips,

http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-031/files?ID=EkI60-2075&title=what-is-a-paradigm-in-sociology.pdf
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-033/pdf?ID=gDw03-0634&title=stan-baronett-logic-3rd-edition.pdf


2001 To look outside the discipline of sociology is to find little credibility given to the field as
science. Bernard Phillips argues that we are learning to see ever more clearly the contradiction
between scientific standards and what in fact has been achieved by sociology. Instead of knowledge
based on the full range of our findings, we have separate pieces of knowledge located within the
diverse areas of the discipline, and fads and fashions in the ideas and terms we use with relatively
little cumulative development. This has led many to question whether any scientific method can be
applied to human behavior. If the arguments and alternative interpretations in this book on the
problematic nature of sociology's use of scientific method prove to be credible and fruitful, then the
implications are profound. For example, the conclusions drawn for every single social science study
that has ever been conducted would be open to reinterpretation, because they fail to take into
account systematically the enormous complexity involved within any given instance of human
behavior. Our present approach assumes implicitly that the pieces of the human jigsaw puzzle can at
some point be put together so as to yield a coherent picture. Yet, as Phillips shows, if each piece is
itself deficient, then no coherent picture emerges when we attempt to put the pieces together.
Refusing to take the current fragmentation of sociology as inevitable, Phillips offers a clear vision,
through a series of heuristic web images, of how sociologists might achieve the cumulative
development and credibility that are the hallmarks of any science. His research draws heavily on the
works of classical and contemporary theorists, philosophers, and historians of science, as well as on
postmodernist critiques and responses to postmodernism. This reconstruction will be useful for
courses in method in the study of the classical tradition of sociology. Bernard Phillips was introduced
to sociology at Columbia University by C. Wright Mills. A former professor of sociology at Boston
University, cofounder of the ASA Section on Sociological Practice and founder of the Sociological
Imagination Group, his publications emphasize methodology and theory.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: The Paradigm of Social Interaction Nikolai Genov,
2021-11-25 The monograph The Paradigm of Social Interaction presents a paradigmatic synthesis in
sociology. This is a reaction to the growing paradigmatic divisions in the discipline and an attempt at
fostering the cumulative development of sociological knowledge. The suggested conceptual fusion
includes micro-sociological interaction theories, recent theories of organizational interactions and
the experience from the study on global trends. The intention is to support the building and
explanatory application of middle-range theories in all action spheres and at all micro-, mezzo- and
macro-social structural levels. The paradigmatic synthesis is developed around five analytical
concepts of the determinants of social interactions: environmental, technological, economic, political
and cultural complexes. Another conceptual framework fostering explanations consists of social
actors, relations and processes as key parameters of the social interaction paradigm. The book also
examines the COVID pandemic as a multidimensional crisis, applying the synthetic paradigm as a
heuristic tool and knowledge-organizing framework. It is used in the studies on social innovations,
societal transformations and global social trends as well. The book will be of interest to researchers,
university teachers and doctoral and master's students in the fields of sociology, social theory,
critical sociology, philosophy of social sciences, innovation and societal transformation studies.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Toward an Integrated Sociological Paradigm George Ritzer,
1981 ALERT: Before you purchase, check with your instructor or review your course syllabus to
ensure that you select the correct ISBN. Several versions of Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products
exist for each title, including customized versions for individual schools, and registrations are not
transferable. In addition, you may need a CourseID, provided by your instructor, to register for and
use Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products. Packages Access codes for Pearson's MyLab &
Mastering products may not be included when purchasing or renting from companies other than
Pearson; check with the seller before completing your purchase. Used or rental books If you rent or
purchase a used book with an access code, the access code may have been redeemed previously and
you may have to purchase a new access code. Access codes Access codes that are purchased from
sellers other than Pearson carry a higher risk of being either the wrong ISBN or a previously
redeemed code. Check with the seller prior to purchase. -- Updated in a new 10th edition, Essentials



of American Government provides the historical context students need to understand our
government and the most crucial and controversial issues affecting the nation in the 21st century.
This bestselling book has been extensively revised to provide in-depth coverage of President Barack
Obama's first two years in office and the 111th Congress, the 2010 congressional elections,
continued concerns related to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and domestic concerns related to
health care reform and the economy.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: The Professional Quest for Truth Stephan Fuchs, 1992-01-01
This book argues that the power of science as the most respected and authoritative world view is
based on its superior material and organizational resources, not on its superior rationality. Fuchs
approaches science as a social construct, and utilizing a theory of scientific organizations, he
analyzes knowledge production in scientific fields--how they differ in their resources and how these
differences affect how science is conducted. The book explains why certain fields produce science
and facts, while others engage in hermeneutics and conversation; why certain specialities change
through cumulation rather than fragmentation; and why some fields are relativistic while others are
positivist in their self-understanding. This general theory of knowledge is applicable not only to
science, but to all varieties of professional groups engaged in knowledge production.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Thomas Kuhn's Revolutions James A. Marcum,
2015-10-22 This new edition of Thomas Kuhn's Revolution marks the 50th anniversary of the
publication of Kuhn's most influential work. Drawing on the rich archival sources at MIT, and
engaging fully with current scholarship, James Marcum provides the historical background to the
development of The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. Exploring the shift Kuhn makes from a
historical to an evolutionary philosophy of science and examining Kuhn's legacy in depth, Marcum
answers key questions: What exactly was Kuhn's historiographic revolution and how did it come
about? Why did it have the impact it did? What will its future impact be for both academia and
society? Marcum's answers build a new portrait of Kuhn: his personality, his pedagogical style and
the intellectual and social context in which he practiced his trade. Thomas Kuhn's Revolution shows
how Kuhn transcends the boundaries of the philosophy of science, influencing sociologists,
economists, theologians and even policy makers and politicians. This is a comprehensive historical
and conceptual introduction to the man who changed our understanding of science.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Explorations in Social Theory George Ritzer, 2001-04-10
George Ritzer is one of the leading social and cultural commentators of the present day. In this
essential new book he considers some of the main tendencies in contemporary social theory.
Included here are Ritzer′s latest reflections on the uses and misuses of metatheory. According to
Ritzer, sociology is a multiparadigm science. The differences and intensities of rivalries between
paradigms are often very confusing for students and even for professional sociologists. This book
seeks to find a way out of the confusion by sketching out the lineaments of a new integrated
sociological paradigm and demonstrates how this paradigm can be applied. It shows the various
ways in which Ritzer has developed rationalization theory to shed light on professional integration,
the shape of consumer culture, hyperrationality and the state of sociology today.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Readings in Public Choice and Constitutional Political
Economy Charles Rowley, Friedrich Schneider, 2008-08-09 Public choice is the study of behavior at
the intersection of economics and political science. Since the pioneering work of Duncan Black in
the 1940s, public choice has developed a rich literature, drawing from such related perspectives as
history, philosophy, law, and sociology, to analyze political decision making (by citizen-voters,
elected officials, bureaucratic administrators, lobbyists, and other rational actors) in social and
economic context, with an emphasis on identifying differences between individual goals and
collective outcomes. Constitutional political economy provides important insights into the
relationship between effective constitutions and the behavior of ordinary political markets. In
Readings in Public Choice and Constitutional Political Economy, Charles Rowley and Friedrich
Schneider have assembled an international array of leading authors to present a comprehensive and
accessible overview of the field and its applications. Covering a wide array of topics, including



regulation and antitrust, taxation, trade liberalization, political corruption, interest group behavior,
dictatorship, and environmental issues, and featuring biographies of the founding fathers of the
field, this volume will be essential reading for scholars and students, policymakers, economists,
sociologists, and non-specialist readers interested in the dynamics of political economy.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Handbook of Sociological Theory Jonathan H. Turner,
2006-05-17 Sociology is experiencing what can only be described as hyperdifferentiation of theories
- there are now many approaches competing for attention in the intellectual arena . From this
perspective, we should see a weeding out of theories to a small number, but this is not likely to
occur because each of the many theoretical perspectives has a resource base of adherents. As a
result, theories in sociology do not compete head on with each other as much as they coexist. This
seminal reference work was brought together with an eye to capturing the diversity of theoretical
activity in sociology - specifically the forefront of theory. Contributors describe what they themselves
are doing right now rather than what others have done in the past. The goal of this volume is to
allow prominent theorists working in a variety of traditions - who wouldn't usually come together - to
review their work. The chapters in this volume represent a mix of theoretical orientations and
strategies, but these these theories are diverse and represent the prominent theoretical discussions
in sociology today. Some areas included are: Section I: Theoretical Methodologies and Strategies
Section II: The Cultural Turn in Sociological Theorizing Section III: Theorizing Interaction Processes
Section IV: Theorizing from the Systemic and Macrolevel Section V: New Directions in Evolutionary
Theorizing Section VI: Theorizing on Power, Conflict, and Change SectionVII: Theorizing from
Assumptions of Rationality This handbook will be of interest to those wanting a broad spectrum and
overview of late 20th - early 21st century sociological theory.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Thomas Kuhn's Revolution James A. Marcum, 2005-10-02
The influence of Thomas Kuhn (1922 -1996) on the history and philosophy of science has been truly
enormous. In 1962, Kuhn's famous work, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, helped to
inaugurate a revolution - the historiographic revolution - in the latter half of the twentieth century,
providing a new understanding of science in which 'paradigm shifts' (scientific revolutions) are
punctuated with periods of stasis (normal science). Kuhn's revolution not only had a huge impact on
the history and philosophy of science but on other disciplines as well, including sociology, education,
economics, theology, and even science policy. James A. Marcum's book focuses on the following
questions: What exactly was Kuhn's historiographic revolution? How did it come about? Why did it
have the impact it did? What, if any, will its future impact be for both academia and society? At the
heart of the answers to these questions is the person of Kuhn himself, i.e., his personality, his
pedagogical style, his institutional and social commitments, and the intellectual and social context in
which he practiced his trade. Drawing on the rich archival sources at MIT, and engaging fully with
current scholarship on Kuhn, Marcum's is the first book to show in detail how Kuhn's influence
transcended the boundaries of the history and philosophy of science community to reach many
others - sociologists, economists, theologians, political scientists, educators, and even policy makers
and politicians.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: American Sociological Hegemony Danesh A. Chekki, 1987
Provides a synthetic comparative analysis of the dominant influence of American Sociology on the
sociologies of India and Canada. It examines the positivism/humanism controversy and the roles of
sociologists, and argues for the development of a global sociology. Selected by Choice as an
Outstanding Academic Book of 1988-1989.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: The Theory of Innovation Jon Sundbo, 1998-01-01 This
book presents for the first time a coherent analysis of the development of innovation theory from the
nineteenth century to the present day. It examines the emergence of different theories of innovation
in different periods, and how they compete for dominance today. Specifically, it looks at three
paradigms within innovation theory - entrepreneurship, the rise of technology and strategic
behaviour. This book will be essential reading for academics interested in innovation, technology
and industrial organization.



  what is a paradigm in sociology: The Encyclopedia of Public Choice Charles Rowley,
Friedrich Schneider, 2008-01-25 The Encyclopedia provides a detailed and comprehensive account
of the subject known as public choice. However, the title would not convey suf- ciently the breadth of
the Encyclopedia’s contents which can be summarized better as the fruitful interchange of
economics, political science and moral philosophy on the basis of an image of man as a purposive
and responsible actor who pursues his own objectives as efficiently as possible. This fruitful
interchange between the fields outlined above existed during the late eighteenth century during the
brief period of the Scottish Enlightenment when such great scholars as David Hume, Adam Ferguson
and Adam Smith contributed to all these fields, and more. However, as intell- tual specialization
gradually replaced broad-based scholarship from the m- nineteenth century onwards, it became
increasingly rare to find a scholar making major contributions to more than one. Once Alfred
Marshall defined economics in neoclassical terms, as a n- row positive discipline, the link between
economics, political science and moral philosophy was all but severed and economists redefined
their role into that of ‘the humble dentist’ providing technical economic information as inputs to
improve the performance of impartial, benevolent and omniscient governments in their attempts to
promote the public interest. This indeed was the dominant view within an economics profession that
had become besotted by the economics of John Maynard Keynes and Paul Samuelson immediately
following the end of the Second World War.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology George Ritzer, J.
Michael Ryan, 2010-12-03 This concise encyclopedia is the most complete international survey of
sociology ever created in one volume. Contains over 800 entries from the whole breadth of the
discipline Distilled from the highly regarded Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, with entries
completely revised and updated to provide succinct and up-to-date coverage of the fundamental
topics Global in scope, both in terms of topics and contributors Each entry includes references and
suggestions for further reading Cross-referencing allows easy movement around the volume
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Rethinking Contemporary Social Theory Roberta
Garner, Black Hawk Hancock, Grace Budrys, 2017-09-19 The authors recontextualize contemporary
sociological theory to argue that in recent decades sociology has been deeply permeated by a new
paradigm, conflict constructionism. Their analysis integrates and sheds new light on eight prominent
domains of recent social thought: the micro-level; discourses, framing, and renewed interest in signs
and language; the construction of difference and dominance; regulation and punishment; cultural
complexity and transculturation; the body; new approaches to the role of the state; and a consistent
conflict perspective. The paradigm combines elements of both social construction theory and conflict
theory. It has deep roots in critical theory and more recent links to postmodernism. It is associated
with postmodern social thought, although it is less radical and more adaptable to empirical inquiry
than postmodernism. The authors tie their new conceptualization of social theory to contemporary
applications of social theory in everyday life. Features of this text:
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Religion in Sociological Perspective David Yamane, Keith A.
Roberts, Jonas M. Hart, 2025-09-16 Religion in Sociological Perspective, Eighth Edition?introduces
the systems of meaning, structure, and belonging that make up the complex social phenomena we
know as religion. The author team uses an active learning approach to illustrate the central theories
and methods of research in the sociology of religion and show students how to apply these analytical
tools to new groups they encounter.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Handbook of Social Theory George Ritzer, Barry Smart,
2003-07-26 The 'Handbook of Social Theory' presents an authoritative and panoramic critical survey
of the development, achievement and prospects of social theory.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Handbook of Environmental Psychology Robert B.
Bechtel, Arza Churchman, 2003-01-17 An international team of leading scholars explores the latest
theories, research, and applications critical to environmental psychology Featuring the latest
research and concepts in the field straight from the world's leading scholars and practitioners,
Handbook of Environmental Psychology provides a balanced and comprehensive overview of this



rapidly growing field. Bringing together contributions from an international team of top researchers
representing a myriad of disciplines, this groundbreaking resource provides you with a pluralistic
approach to the field as an interdisciplinary effort with links to other disciplines. Addressing a
variety of issues and practice settings, Handbook of Environmental Psychology is divided into five
organized and accessible parts to provide a thorough overview of the theories, research, and
applications at the forefront of environmental psychology today. Part I deals with sharpening
theories; Part II links the subject to other disciplines; Part III focuses on methods; Part IV highlights
applications; and Part V examines the future of the field. Defining the ongoing revolution in thinking
about how the environment and psychology interact, Handbook of Environmental Psychology is must
reading for anyone coping directly with the attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors that are destroying our
environment and putting our lives in jeopardy. Topics include: * Healthy design * Restorative
environments * Links to urban planning * Contaminated environments * Women's issues *
Environments for aging * Climate, weather, and crime * The history and future of disaster research *
Children's environments * Personal space in a digital age * Community planning
  what is a paradigm in sociology: Cults, New Religions and Religious Creativity
(Routledge Revivals) Geoffrey Nelson, 2011-03-31 The twentieth century has been marked by an
unprecedented outburst of religious activity on a world-wide scale, and in particular by a
mushrooming of numerous religious movements. This work, first published in 1987, takes a fresh
approach to the understanding of this phenomenon, an approach which takes into account new
concepts of human nature and of religion.
  what is a paradigm in sociology: The SAGE Glossary of the Social and Behavioral Sciences
Larry E. Sullivan, 2009-08-31 The SAGE Glossary of the Social and Behavioral Sciences provides
college and university students with a highly accessible, curriculum-driven reference work, both in
print and on-line, defining the major terms needed to achieve fluency in the social and behavioral
sciences. Comprehensive and inclusive, its interdisciplinary scope covers such varied fields as
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