calgary humane society dogs

Calgary Humane Society Dogs: Finding Your Perfect Companion

calgary humane society dogs are more than just animals waiting for a
home—they represent hope, companionship, and second chances. If you'’ve ever
considered adopting a dog, the Calgary Humane Society offers a wonderful
opportunity to bring a loving pet into your life while supporting a cause
that truly makes a difference in the community. From playful puppies to wise
senior dogs, the variety available ensures that anyone can find a furry
friend to suit their lifestyle.

Discovering the Calgary Humane Society

The Calgary Humane Society (CHS) has been a cornerstone of animal welfare in
southern Alberta for decades. It’s not just a shelter but a comprehensive
organization dedicated to rescuing, rehabilitating, and rehoming animals in
need. When it comes to dogs, the CHS provides care ranging from basic needs
like food and shelter to medical attention and behavioral training. This
holistic approach ensures that each dog is ready to thrive in a new family.

The Role of Calgary Humane Society Dogs in the
Community

Every dog that arrives at the CHS has a story—sometimes tragic, sometimes
simply a case of an owner who could no longer care for their pet. The
Society’s mission is to transform these stories into new beginnings. By
fostering rehabilitation and socialization, Calgary humane society dogs
become more adoptable and better adjusted to life outside the shelter. Beyond
adoption, the CHS also offers educational programs, helping Calgarians
understand responsible pet ownership and animal welfare.

Choosing the Right Dog for Your Home

Adopting a dog from the Calgary Humane Society is an exciting journey, but
it’'s important to match your lifestyle with the right canine companion.
There’s a diverse range of breeds, sizes, ages, and temperaments to consider.

Understanding Dog Temperaments and Needs

Calgary humane society dogs come with various personalities. Some may be



energetic and playful, requiring lots of exercise and mental stimulation,
while others might prefer a quieter life with gentle walks and cuddles. Staff
and volunteers at the CHS are invaluable in helping potential adopters
understand each dog’s temperament, history, and specific needs. This guidance
helps ensure a good fit, reducing the chances of future difficulties.

Preparing Your Home for a New Dog

Before bringing a Calgary Humane Society dog home, preparation is key.
Consider factors such as:

e Safe and comfortable space for the dog to rest
e Supplies like food bowls, beds, toys, and leashes
e Time commitment for training and exercise

e Pet-proofing your home to avoid hazards

Taking the time to prepare will help your new dog adjust smoothly and feel
secure in their new environment.

The Adoption Process at Calgary Humane Society

Understanding how the adoption process works can make it less daunting and
more rewarding. The Calgary Humane Society has streamlined procedures to help
you find your perfect dog while ensuring the well-being of the animals.

Steps to Adopting a Dog

1. **Browse Available Dogs:** The CHS website regularly updates its listings
with profiles, photos, and videos of dogs ready for adoption.

2. **Visit the Shelter:** Meeting dogs in person allows you to interact and
see who you connect with.

3. **Application:** Fill out an adoption application, which helps staff
assess your suitability and prepare for the transition.

4, **Interview and Home Check:** Sometimes, a brief interview or home visit
may be conducted to ensure the dog’s safety.

5. **Adoption Fee:** This covers veterinary care, vaccinations,
spaying/neutering, and microchipping.

6. **Bringing Your Dog Home:** Once approved, you can bring your new furry
friend home and start your life together.



This thoughtful process protects both the dogs and their future families,
making adoption a responsible and fulfilling choice.

Caring for Your New Calgary Humane Society Dog

Welcoming a dog into your home is a joyful experience but also a significant
responsibility. Knowing how to care for your new companion helps build a
strong, loving bond.

Health and Nutrition

Most Calgary humane society dogs receive initial veterinary care, but ongoing
health maintenance is essential. A nutritious diet appropriate for your dog’s
age, size, and activity level supports their wellbeing. Regular vet check-
ups, vaccinations, and parasite prevention keep your dog healthy and happy.

Training and Socialization

Many dogs from shelters benefit immensely from training and socialization.
Whether it’s basic commands, leash walking, or managing anxiety, positive
reinforcement techniques can help your dog adjust to their new life. The
Calgary Humane Society often provides resources or referrals to training
programs, ensuring adopters feel supported.

Supporting the Calgary Humane Society Beyond
Adoption

Even if you’re not ready to adopt, there are many ways to support the Calgary
Humane Society and their mission to help dogs and other animals.

Volunteering and Fostering

Volunteering your time can make a huge difference. From dog walking and
grooming to administrative support, volunteers play a critical role.
Fostering dogs temporarily can also provide a safe, loving environment for
animals waiting for permanent homes.



Donations and Fundraising

Financial support helps the Society continue its vital work. Donations fund
medical care, shelter improvements, and community outreach programs.
Participating in or organizing fundraisers is another meaningful way to
contribute.

Why Choose a Calgary Humane Society Dog?

Adopting a dog from the Calgary Humane Society is not only a compassionate
choice but one that enriches your life. These dogs are often grateful, loyal,
and full of love. By giving a rescue dog a home, you’re helping reduce
overpopulation, saving lives, and promoting responsible pet ownership in
Calgary.

Bringing home a Calgary humane society dog means becoming part of a larger
community that cares deeply about animal welfare. It’s about creating stories
of hope and happiness—one paw at a time. Whether you’'re a first-time pet
owner or looking to expand your furry family, the Calgary Humane Society
offers wonderful opportunities to find a dog that truly fits your heart and
home.

Frequently Asked Questions

What services does the Calgary Humane Society offer
for dogs?

The Calgary Humane Society offers services such as dog adoption, veterinary
care, behavior training, and lost and found assistance for dogs.

How can I adopt a dog from the Calgary Humane
Society?
To adopt a dog from the Calgary Humane Society, visit their website or

shelter, fill out an adoption application, meet available dogs, and complete
the adoption process with a fee.

What are the adoption requirements for dogs at the
Calgary Humane Society?

Adoption requirements typically include being at least 18 years old,
providing valid ID, having a suitable living environment, and agreeing to the
society's adoption policies to ensure the dog's well-being.



Can I foster a dog through the Calgary Humane
Society?

Yes, the Calgary Humane Society offers a fostering program where volunteers
can provide temporary homes for dogs while they wait for adoption.

What is the typical adoption fee for dogs at the
Calgary Humane Society?

Adoption fees vary depending on the dog's age and breed but generally cover
vaccinations, spaying/neutering, and microchipping to ensure the dog's health
and safety.

How does the Calgary Humane Society care for dogs
surrendered by owners?

The Calgary Humane Society provides medical care, behavior assessment, and
rehabilitation for surrendered dogs, working to find them new loving homes.

Are there volunteer opportunities involving dogs at
the Calgary Humane Society?

Yes, volunteers can assist with dog walking, socialization, cleaning, and
helping with events to support the welfare of dogs at the Calgary Humane
Society.

Does the Calgary Humane Society offer training
programs for adopted dogs?

The Calgary Humane Society provides resources and sometimes training programs
to help new dog owners with behavior and obedience training.

How can I report a lost dog to the Calgary Humane
Society?

You can report a lost dog by contacting the Calgary Humane Society directly
via phone or through their website's lost and found pet section.

What measures does the Calgary Humane Society take
to ensure dogs are healthy before adoption?

Before adoption, dogs at the Calgary Humane Society receive veterinary check-
ups, vaccinations, spaying or neutering, and behavior assessments to ensure
they are healthy and ready for a new home.



Additional Resources

Calgary Humane Society Dogs: A Closer Look at Compassion and Care

calgary humane society dogs represent more than just animals in need; they
embody the ongoing efforts of a dedicated organization striving to provide
shelter, medical care, and loving homes to countless dogs each year. As one
of the leading animal welfare organizations in Alberta, the Calgary Humane
Society plays a pivotal role in rescuing, rehabilitating, and rehoming dogs
from diverse backgrounds. This article offers a comprehensive examination of
the society’s approach to canine welfare, the adoption process, and the
broader impact on the Calgary community.

Understanding the Role of Calgary Humane
Society Dogs in Animal Welfare

The Calgary Humane Society is a cornerstone institution in the city’s animal
welfare landscape. It primarily focuses on ensuring the well-being of stray,
abandoned, and surrendered dogs. By maintaining high standards of care and
implementing innovative programs, the society addresses both immediate and
systemic challenges faced by homeless dogs.

In recent years, the society has seen increasing numbers in dog intakes,
reflecting broader societal challenges such as pet overpopulation, economic
hardships, and owner surrenders. According to the Calgary Humane Society’s
2023 annual report, over 3,500 dogs were taken in, with a significant
percentage successfully adopted into permanent homes. This data highlights
the scale and importance of the organization’s work.

Canine Care and Rehabilitation Programs

One of the defining features of the Calgary Humane Society is its
comprehensive approach to canine care. Dogs arriving at the shelter undergo
thorough medical examinations, vaccinations, and spaying or neutering
procedures. Behavioral assessments are also conducted to tailor
rehabilitation programs suited to each dog’s needs.

The society has invested in enrichment activities and training programs
designed to reduce stress and improve adoptability. For example, dogs that
exhibit anxiety or fearfulness receive specialized training and socialization
to increase their chances of finding a suitable home. These efforts
demonstrate a commitment not just to sheltering animals but to enhancing
their quality of life.



Adoption Process and Support Services

Prospective adopters interested in calgary humane society dogs can expect a
structured and transparent adoption process. The society provides detailed
profiles of available dogs online, including temperament evaluations, medical
histories, and compatibility recommendations. This transparency helps match
dogs with families that best suit their needs.

Adoption fees contribute to the costs of medical care and shelter
maintenance, but the society also offers programs to reduce financial
barriers. For instance, reduced fees during special adoption drives or
subsidies for low-income applicants make dog adoption more accessible. Post-
adoption support is another critical aspect, with resources available for
training advice, behavioral counseling, and veterinary care guidance.

The Impact of Calgary Humane Society Dogs on
the Local Community

The presence of calgary humane society dogs in the community extends beyond
the shelter walls. By facilitating dog adoptions, the society fosters a
culture of responsible pet ownership and animal compassion in Calgary.
Adopting a dog from the shelter not only saves a life but also reduces the
burden on municipal animal control services.

Community Engagement and Education

Public education is a strategic priority for the Calgary Humane Society.
Through workshops, school programs, and community events, the organization
raises awareness about animal welfare issues, responsible pet care, and the
importance of spaying and neutering. These initiatives contribute to
preventing future dog homelessness and promote a harmonious coexistence
between pets and people.

Volunteerism and Advocacy

Volunteers play an indispensable role in supporting calgary humane society
dogs. From daily dog walking and socialization to administrative assistance
and fundraising, volunteers enhance the shelter’s capacity to care for
animals. The society also engages in advocacy efforts aimed at improving
animal protection laws and enhancing community resources for pets and their
owners.



Comparing Calgary Humane Society Dogs to Other
Regional Shelters

When evaluating calgary humane society dogs in the context of other shelters
in Alberta or western Canada, several factors stand out. The Calgary Humane
Society’s larger scale allows for more extensive medical services and
behavioral programming compared to smaller, local shelters. Its centralized
location in a major urban center also enables faster intake and adoption
cycles.

However, this scale can also present challenges such as overcrowding during
peak intake periods. Smaller organizations often benefit from more
personalized care but may lack the resources for advanced rehabilitation or
comprehensive adoption support. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for
adopters and supporters aiming to make informed decisions about where to
contribute or adopt.

Pros and Cons of Adopting from Calgary Humane
Society

e Pros: Access to a wide variety of dogs of different breeds, ages, and
sizes; comprehensive medical and behavioral assessments; transparent
adoption process; post-adoption support; community education
initiatives.

e Cons: Potential for high demand leading to wait times; less
individualized attention compared to smaller shelters during busy
periods; adoption fees that may be higher than some local rescues.

Future Directions and Innovations

The Calgary Humane Society continues to evolve by integrating new
technologies and strategies. Digital platforms have improved the visibility
of calgary humane society dogs, enabling potential adopters to browse and
apply online, increasing adoption rates and reducing shelter stay lengths.

Additionally, the society is exploring partnerships with veterinary schools
and behaviorists to enhance medical and psychological care. Programs
targeting senior dogs and those with special needs aim to expand the
shelter’s capacity to provide lifelong care when necessary.

In conclusion, calgary humane society dogs are at the heart of a complex



ecosystem of care, community engagement, and advocacy. The organization’s
multifaceted approach ensures that each dog receives the attention and
resources needed to thrive while fostering a culture of empathy and
responsibility within Calgary. For prospective adopters, volunteers, and
supporters, engaging with the Calgary Humane Society offers an impactful way
to contribute to animal welfare and experience the profound rewards of canine
companionship.
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calgary humane society dogs: The New Holistic Way for Dogs and Cats Paul McCutcheon,
Susan Weinstein, 2009-11-17 Stress. It's the single, universal cause of both wellness and illness.
While this theory is widely supported in the human medical community, it's still controversial among
veterinarians. Dr. Paul McCutcheon examines the all-important health-stress connection while
drawing upon the latest scientific thinking and combining it with a comprehensive, preventive, and
holistic philosophy of pet care. So if you're among the millions of caring, responsible pet owners who
visits the vet more often than your own doctor but still wonders what more you can do for your dog
or cat, The New Holistic Way for Dogs & Cats is the next best thing to a consultation with Dr.
McCutcheon. If only he saw human patients in his practice, too!

calgary humane society dogs: Defending Animals Kendra Coulter, 2023-09-26 An in-depth
look at the urgent struggle to protect animals from harm, cruelty, injustice, extinction, and their
greatest threat—us. Beloved dogs and cats. Magnificent horses and mountain gorillas. Curious
chickens. What do we actually do to protect animals from harm—and is it enough? This engaging
book provides a unique and eye-opening exploration of the world of animal protection as people
defend diverse animals from injustice and cruelty. From the streets of major US cities to remote
farms and tropical forests, Defending Animals is a gritty and moving portrait of the real work of
animal protection that takes place in communities, courtrooms, and boardrooms. Globally
recognized expert Kendra Coulter takes readers across the different landscapes of animal protection
to meet people and animals of all kinds, from cruelty investigators to forensic veterinarians, wildlife
rehabilitators and conservation leaders to animal lawyers and entrepreneurs, each working in their
own ways to defend animals. Bringing unparalleled research and a distinct and nuanced analytical
viewpoint, Defending Animals shows that animal protection is not only physical, intellectual, and
emotional work but also a labor so rooted in empathy and care that it just might bridge the vast
divide between polarized people and help create a more humane future for us all.

calgary humane society dogs: Queen Orca & the Pigs R.V. Bailey, Jennifer FitzGerald,
2016-06-19 The disappearance of a Reno couple from Prince William Sound, Alaska, along with a
half eaten dog, apparently by killer whales, raises suspicion that a certain orca pack, called the A-T
pack, led by a particularly sharp and aggressive female, the queen, may be responsible. An
exploration geologist and his wife, Alaska residents and both interested in orcas, carry out
investigations in the A-T pack's home waters to learn more about their behavior and habits. They are
joined by a marine biologist orca specialist from southern California. A number of people are
determined to communicate with the orcas, including a psychologist from Canada, a rock band from
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Vancouver, BC. and music for the orcas via underwater speakers. Some kids from Anchorage
attempt to communicate with the whales with near-fatal consequences. Accompany the intelligent
orcas as they hunt, kill and eat various types of fish and animals. They also have fun. The three
investigators decide to test the interest of the orcas, under federal and state supervision, in a totally
strange food to help determine if they might kill and eat humans. Small pigs, a human food, were
decided upon as the best choice for testing orca reaction to strange food animals. The test is
successful and part of the A-T pack is orca led but not for long.
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Although scholars in the disciplines of law, psychology, philosophy, and sociology have published a
considerable number of prescriptive, normative, and theoretical studies of animals in society, Pet
Politics presents the first study of the development of companion animal or pet law and policy in
Canada and the United States by political scientists. The authors examine how people and
governments classify three species of pets or companion animals-cats, dogs, and horses-for various
degrees of legal protection. They then detail how interest groups shape the agenda for companion
animal legislation and regulation, and the legislative and administrative formulation of anticruelty,
kennel licensing, horse slaughter, feral and roaming cat, and breed ban policies. Finally, they
examine the enforcement of these laws and policies by agencies and the courts. Using an eclectic
mix of original empirical data, original case studies, and interviews-and relying on general theories
and research about the policy process and the sociopolitical function of legality-the authors illustrate
that pet policy is a unique field of political struggle, a conflict that originates from differing
perspectives about whether pets are property or autonomous beings, and clashing norms about the
care of animals. The result of the political struggle, the authors argue, is difficulty in the enactment
of policies and especially in the implementation and enforcement of laws that might improve the
welfare of companion animals.

calgary humane society dogs: Animal Welfare and Human Values Rod Preece, Lorna
Chamberlain, 2010-10-30 As the most populous province in Canada, Ontario is a microcosm of the
animal welfare issues which beset Western civilization. The authors of this book, chairman and
vice-chairman, respectively, of the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, find
themselves constantly being made aware of the atrocities committed in the Society’s jurisdiction.
They have been, in turn, puzzled, exasperated and horrified at humanity’s cruelty to our fellow
sentient beings. The issues discussed in this book are the most contentious in animal welfare
disputes — animal experimentation, fur-farming and trapping, the use of animals for human
entertainment and the conditions under which animals are raised for human consumption. They are
complex issues and should be thought about fairly and seriously. The authors, standing squarely on
the side of the animals, suggest “community” and “belonging” as concepts through which to
understand our relationships to other species. They ground their ideas in Wordsworth’s “primal
sympathy” and Jung’s “unconscious identity” with the animal realm. The philosophy developed in
this book embraces common sense and compromise as the surest paths to the goal of animal
welfare. It requires respect and consideration for other species while acknowledging our primary
obligations to our fellow humans.
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calgary humane society dogs: Betty White - 2nd Edition Ray Richmond, 2022-09-20 Betty
White: 100 Remarkable Moments in an Extraordinary Life - 2nd Edition is a photography-rich
retrospective of the most significant events and achievements of one of America’s most loved and
endearing stars, including a tribute to her life and legacy.

calgary humane society dogs: My Old Dog Laura T. Coffey, 2015-09-18 “No Dog Should Die
Alone” was the attention-grabbing — and heart-stirring — headline of journalist Laura T. Coffey’s
TODAY show website story about photographer Lori Fusaro’s work with senior shelter pets. While
generally calm, easy, and already house-trained, these animals often represent the highest-risk
population at shelters. With gorgeous, joyful photographs and sweet, funny, true tales of “old dogs
learning new tricks,” Coffey and Fusaro show that adopting a senior can be even more rewarding



than choosing a younger dog. You’ll meet endearing elders like Marnie, the irresistible shih tzu who
has posed for selfies with Tina Fey, James Franco, and Betty White; Remy, a soulful nine-year-old
dog adopted by elderly nuns; George Clooney’s cocker spaniel, Einstein; and Bretagne, the last
known surviving search dog from Ground Zero. They may be slower moving and a tad less exuberant
than puppies, but these pooches prove that adopting a senior brings immeasurable joy, earnest
devotion, and unconditional love.
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calgary humane society dogs: The Palgrave International Handbook of Animal Abuse
Studies Jennifer Maher, Harriet Pierpoint, Piers Beirne, 2017-07-12 This Handbook fills a large gap
in current scholarly literature on animal abuse studies. It moves considerably beyond the debate that
has traditionally dominated the discourse of animal abuse - the link between one-on-one
interpersonal violence and animal abuse - and towards those institutionalised forms of animal abuse
which are routine, everyday, socially acceptable and invisibilised. Chapters from expert contributors
raise issues such as: the use of animals as edibles; vivisection; animal sexual assault; animals used in
sport and hunting; animal trafficking; the use of animals by youth gangs, by other groups and in war;
species extinction; and the passivity of national and international organisations in combating animal
abuse. The Handbook is a unique text: it is essential reading for students, researchers, academics,
activists and policy makers involved in understanding and preventing animal abuse.
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calgary humane society dogs: Rescue the Earth! Farley Mowat, 1990

calgary humane society dogs: Second Chances Joan K. Dalton, 2025-05-15 Second Chances:
The Transformative Relationship Between Incarcerated Youth and Shelter Dogs recounts the story of
Project POOCH (Positive Opportunities—Obvious Change with Hounds), a program that united
incarcerated boys with unwanted dogs from animal shelters. Both the boys and the dogs were
considered undesirable, and few had found love in their lives. As a result of the project, the lives of
many youths and dogs changed forever. The project faced many challenges. The correctional facility
administrators needed much convincing before approval was given to start the onsite program with
one boy and one dog. At one point, Dalton sold her house to keep the project funded. However, since
1993, over 95 percent of the youths have not returned to corrections once their sentence was
served. Some of the boys have gone on to college, and all have been gainfully employed. The POOCH
dogs learned basic obedience and went on to become beloved family pets; some even became
companion dogs to autistic children, people with physical impairments, and war veterans diagnosed
with PTSD. Dalton’s own story starts with a family background where her dogs were killed for minor
behavioral problems, and leads to teaching incarcerated youth that they deserve unconditional love,
first demonstrated by the transformational connection with canines.

calgary humane society dogs: Canadian Almanac and Directory 2021 Grey House Canada,
2020-12 The Canadian Almanac & Directory is the most complete source of Canadian information
available - cultural, professional and financial institutions, legislative, governmental, judicial and
educational organizations. Canada's authoritative sourcebook for almost 160 years, the Canadian
Almanac & Directory gives you access to almost 100,000 names and addresses of contacts
throughout the network of Canadian institutions.
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calgary humane society dogs: Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy Megan Mueller,
Zenithson Ng, Taylor Chastain Griffin, Aubrey H Fine, 2011-04-28 The original edition was the first
book to provide a comprehensive overview of the ways in which animals can assist therapists with
treatment of specific populations, and/or in specific settings. The second edition continues in this
vein, with 7 new chapters plus substantial revisions of continuing chapters as the research in this
field has grown. New coverage includes: Animals as social supports, Use of AAT with Special Needs
students, the role of animals in the family- insights for clinicians, and measuring the animal-person
bond. - Contributions from veterinarians, animal trainers, psychologists, and social workers -
Includes guidelines and best practices for using animals as therapeutic companions - Addresses



specific types of patients and environmental situations
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calgary humane society dogs: Childhood and Pethood in Literature and Culture Anna
Feuerstein, Carmen Nolte-Odhiambo, 2017-10-06 Bringing together new perspectives in childhood
studies and animal studies, this book is the first collection to critically address the manifold
alignments and frequent co-constitutions of children and pets in our families, our cultures, and our
societies. The cultural politics of power shaping relationships between children, pets, and adults
inform the wide range of essays included in this collection, as they explore issues such as protection,
discipline, mastery, wildness, play, and domestication. The volume use the frequent social and
cultural intersections between children and pets as an opportunity to analyze institutions that create
pet and child subjectivity, from education and training to putting children and pets on display for
entertainment purposes. Essays analyze legal discourses, visual culture, literature for children and
adults, migration narratives, magazines for children, music, and language socialization to discuss
how notions of nationalism, race, gender, heteronormativity, and speciesism shape cultural
constructions of children and pets. Examining childhood and pethood in America, Europe, Asia, and
the Pacific, this collection shows how discourses linking children and pets are pervasive and work
across cultures. By presenting innovative approaches to the child and the pet, the book brings to
light alternative paths toward understanding these figures, leading to new openings and questions
about kinship, agency, and the power of care that so often shapes our relationships with children
and animals. This will be an important volume for scholars of animal studies, childhood studies,
children’s literature, cultural studies, political theory, education, art history, and sociology.
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