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Janet and Allan Ahlberg Funny Bones: A Delightful Journey into Children's
Literature

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones have long been cherished names in the
world of children's books, captivating young readers and their families with
their unique blend of humor, warmth, and engaging storytelling. The duo's
work, particularly the beloved "Funnybones" series, stands out as a classic
example of how simple ideas, paired with clever illustrations and relatable
narratives, can create timeless tales that resonate across generations.

The Magic Behind Janet and Allan Ahlberg's Funny Bones

What makes the "Funnybones" series so special? At its heart, it’s the
collaboration of Janet and Allan Ahlberg — a dynamic husband-and-wife team
who have mastered the art of crafting stories that appeal to children's
imaginations while sneaking in subtle lessons about life and emotions. Allan
Ahlberg, the writer, has a knack for playful language and rhythm, making his
texts inviting and easy to read aloud. Meanwhile, Janet Ahlberg’s
illustrations bring the characters and settings to life with charming
simplicity and expressive details.

The "Funnybones" books center around a family of skeletons who live in a
dark, spooky house yet are anything but frightening. Instead, their
adventures are filled with humor and lighthearted fun, making them accessible
even to the youngest readers. This clever approach helps children overcome
common fears about skeletons and darkness, turning what could be scary into
something amusing and friendly.

The Origins and Impact of the Funny Bones
Series

The first "Funnybones" book was published in the 1980s, quickly gaining
popularity for its fresh take on spooky themes. Janet and Allan Ahlberg
managed to create a world that balances spooky and silly, appealing to
children’s natural curiosity about the unknown while providing comfort
through humor.

Why Funny Bones Resonates with Children

Children are naturally drawn to stories that make them laugh and stimulate
their imagination. The "Funnybones" series ticks both boxes perfectly:

- **Relatable Characters:** The skeleton family, despite being made of bones,



exhibit very human traits—curiosity, playfulness, and a bit of mischief. Kids
see themselves reflected in these traits.

- **Accessible Language:** Allan’s writing style is simple yet witty, easy
for early readers to grasp while still entertaining adults reading along.

- **Engaging Illustrations:** Janet’s black-and-white line drawings are
iconic, enhancing the spooky yet friendly vibe with expressive faces and
amusing scenarios.

These elements combine to create a reading experience that feels both
comforting and exciting, encouraging children to develop a love for books
early on.

Exploring Themes and Educational Value in Funny
Bones

Beyond just being entertaining, the Funny Bones books carry subtle
educational benefits that parents and educators appreciate. The themes often
touch on:

Understanding Fear and Emotions

By presenting skeletons in a non-threatening, humorous way, the books help
children confront fears of darkness or scary creatures. This gentle approach
can be a useful tool for parents to discuss emotions like anxiety or fear
without overwhelming their children.

Encouraging Curiosity and Imagination

The skeletons’ adventures spark imagination by placing familiar characters in
slightly mysterious settings, inviting kids to wonder and explore. This
nurtures creativity and open-mindedness, important skills for early
development.

Building Early Literacy Skills

Janet and Allan Ahlberg's work is often noted for its rhythmic language and
repetition, which supports phonemic awareness and vocabulary building. The
predictable text and humorous situations make reading a fun challenge rather
than a chore.



Janet and Allan Ahlberg’s Collaborative
Creativity

One of the most fascinating aspects of the "Funnybones" series is how
seamlessly the text and illustrations complement each other. This synergy
results from the Ahlbergs’ close collaboration.

The Role of Allan Ahlberg’s Writing

Allan’s storytelling focuses on rhythm, rhyme, and humor. His words invite
children to read aloud and engage, making storytime interactive and lively.
The simplicity of his sentences allows children to follow along easily, while
the playful word choices keep the narrative fresh.

Janet Ahlberg’s Illustrative Style

Janet’s illustrations are minimalist yet expressive, using stark black-and-
white contrasts to emphasize the skeletons' forms. Her art style perfectly
matches the tone of the stories-lighthearted with a hint of spookiness. The
visual cues help children understand the story's mood and actions, supporting
comprehension.

Why Funny Bones Remains a Staple in Children’s
Literature

Decades after their initial publication, the "Funnybones" books continue to
be popular in homes, schools, and libraries. Their enduring appeal can be
attributed to several factors:

Timeless Humor and Themes

The humor in Funny Bones is gentle and universal, easily appreciated by
children and parents alike. Themes of family, curiosity, and overcoming fear
never go out of style, ensuring the stories stay relevant.

Accessibility for Early Readers

Because the language and illustrations are designed with young children in
mind, the books serve as excellent early reading material. They encourage



independent reading and foster a positive relationship with books.

Versatility in Education

Teachers use the Funny Bones series to introduce concepts such as
storytelling, rhyme, and emotional literacy. The books can also be
springboards for creative activities like drawing or acting out stories,
making them versatile classroom tools.

Tips for Introducing Funny Bones to Young
Readers

If you're considering sharing Janet and Allan Ahlberg’s funny bones series
with a child, here are some ways to make the experience even more enjoyable:

Read aloud together: Use expressive voices for the skeletons to bring
the story to life.

e Discuss the illustrations: Ask questions about what’s happening in the
pictures to build comprehension.

e Explore emotions: Talk about how the skeletons might feel during their
adventures and relate that to the child’s own experiences.

e Create art projects: Encourage children to draw their own Funny Bones
characters or spooky scenes inspired by the books.

e Use it as a springboard for learning: Practice rhyming, counting bones,
or simple storytelling exercises based on the text.

These activities not only enhance literacy but also make reading a memorable
and interactive part of a child’'s day.

Janet and Allan Ahlberg funny bones have carved out a unique niche in
children’s literature by blending humor, education, and creativity in a way
that feels effortless and natural. Their legacy continues to inspire new
generations of readers and storytellers, reminding us all of the joy that
simple, well-crafted stories can bring. Whether you’re a parent, educator, or
a lifelong fan of children’s books, exploring the world of Funny Bones offers
a delightful journey filled with laughter, learning, and a little bit of
spooky fun.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who are Janet and Allan Ahlberg?

Janet and Allan Ahlberg are a British author and illustrator couple known for
their popular children's books, including the 'Funnybones' series.

What is 'Funnybones' by Janet and Allan Ahlberg
about?

"Funnybones' is a children's picture book featuring a humorous story about a
family of skeletons living in a dark house, exploring themes of friendship
and fun.

Why is 'Funnybones' considered a classic children's
book?

‘Funnybones' is considered a classic due to its engaging storytelling,
memorable characters, and its unique blend of humor and gentle spookiness
that appeals to young readers.

When was 'Funnybones' first published?
"Funnybones' was first published in 1980 by Janet and Allan Ahlberg.

What makes the illustrations in 'Funnybones' stand
out?

The illustrations in 'Funnybones', created by Allan Ahlberg, are distinctive
for their simple yet expressive black-and-white drawings that complement the
humorous and spooky tone of the story.

Are there any sequels or related books to
'Funnybones'?

Yes, the Ahlbergs wrote several other books featuring the Funnybones
characters, expanding the series with new adventures and maintaining the same
humorous style.

What age group is 'Funnybones' suitable for?

"Funnybones' is generally suitable for children aged 3 to 7 years old, making
it a popular choice for early readers and storytime.



How has 'Funnybones' impacted children's literature?

"Funnybones' has had a lasting impact by combining humor with slightly spooky
themes in a child-friendly way, influencing many subsequent children's books
and becoming a beloved classic in British children's literature.

Additional Resources
Janet and Allan Ahlberg Funny Bones: A Timeless Children's Classic Explored

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones have become synonymous with a particular
brand of children's literature that combines humor, warmth, and engaging
storytelling. Since its publication, "Funnybones" has captivated generations
of young readers and parents alike, establishing itself as a staple in early
childhood reading. This article delves into the nuances of the book, analyzes
its literary and illustrative qualities, and situates it within the broader
context of children's literature, highlighting why Janet and Allan Ahlberg's
collaboration continues to resonate.

The Genesis of "Funnybones": A Collaborative
Masterpiece

"Funnybones" is a creation of the British author Allan Ahlberg paired with
the illustrative talents of his wife, Janet Ahlberg. Published in 1990, the
book presents a simple yet cleverly constructed story about three skeletons
who live in a dark house and embark on a series of humorous adventures. The
seamless integration of text and illustrations is a hallmark of the Ahlbergs'
work, and "Funnybones" is no exception.

The narrative is accessible for early readers while maintaining an
undercurrent of wit that appeals to adults. This dual-layered approach is a
key factor in the book's enduring popularity. The dynamic between the three
skeleton characters—Big, Little, and Dog Skeleton—creates a playful
environment that encourages young readers to engage with the story actively.

Plot and Themes: Humor Meets the Macabre

At its core, "Funnybones" explores themes of fear, curiosity, and friendship
through a lighthearted lens. The skeletons, traditionally associated with
horror, are portrayed as friendly and amusing figures rather than frightening
entities. This subversion is particularly effective in easing common
childhood fears related to darkness and the unknown.

The plot revolves around the skeletons' misadventures around their home and
in the nearby graveyard, culminating in a gentle twist that reinforces the



importance of family and togetherness. The humor is subtle but consistent,
relying on visual gags and wordplay that enrich the reading experience.

Illustrative Excellence: Janet Ahlberg’s
Artistic Contribution

Janet Ahlberg's illustrations are integral to the success of "Funnybones."
Her distinctive style employs clear lines, bold colors, and expressive
characters that complement Allan Ahlberg's text perfectly. The skeletal
figures are drawn with both simplicity and personality, making them instantly
recognizable and endearing.

Each page is carefully composed to maximize engagement; the interplay between
black-and-white elements and vibrant backgrounds enhances the spooky yet
playful atmosphere. This artistic approach not only captures attention but
also aids in the development of visual literacy among young readers.

How Illustration Supports Literacy Development

The visual cues provided by Janet’s artwork assist children in decoding the
story, especially those just beginning to read independently. The consistent
character design helps readers anticipate and understand the narrative flow,
fostering confidence. Moreover, the expressive faces and body language of the
skeletons add emotional depth, allowing children to infer feelings and
intentions beyond the written word.

Janet and Allan Ahlberg Funny Bones in the
Context of Children's Literature

"Funnybones" occupies a unique niche among children's books, blending humor
with mild spookiness without ever crossing into territory that could be
considered inappropriate or frightening. This balance is a testament to the
Ahlbergs' understanding of their audience and their ability to address
complex emotions in a child-friendly manner.

Comparatively, many children's books that involve skeletons or ghosts tend to
lean towards either pure horror or purely educational content. "Funnybones"
navigates a middle ground, making it an excellent tool for parents and
educators seeking to introduce the concept of death, the afterlife, or
Halloween themes with sensitivity.



Pros and Cons of "Funnybones" in Educational
Settings

* Pros:

[¢]

Encourages early reading through repetitive and rhythmic text.

[¢]

Supports emotional intelligence by addressing fears in a non-
threatening way.

[¢]

Enhances vocabulary and comprehension with contextual
illustrations.

[¢]

Promotes family bonding with its themes of togetherness.

e Cons:

o Some children might initially find skeleton imagery unsettling
despite the humorous tone.

o The simplicity of the story may not hold the attention of older
readers.

Impact and Legacy of Janet and Allan Ahlberg
Funny Bones

The Ahlbergs have long been celebrated for their ability to craft stories
that appeal across generations, and "Funnybones" is a prime example of their
craft. The book has been translated into multiple languages and remains a
popular choice in libraries and schools worldwide. Its influence extends
beyond literature into theater adaptations and educational programming,
demonstrating its versatility.

Moreover, the book’s success contributed to the Ahlbergs’ reputation as
pioneers in combining narrative and illustration to foster early childhood
development. Their work has inspired countless authors and illustrators in
the genre.



Continuing Relevance in Modern Children's Media

In today’'s digital age, where children are exposed to a plethora of
multimedia content, "Funnybones" continues to hold value due to its
straightforward storytelling and tactile appeal. Physical copies of the book
encourage shared reading experiences, crucial for social and cognitive
growth.

Additionally, the book’s themes remain pertinent, as contemporary educators
emphasize emotional resilience and the normalization of fears. Its ability to
blend educational content with entertainment makes it a relevant tool for
modern pedagogical approaches.

Final Thoughts on Janet and Allan Ahlberg Funny
Bones

The enduring charm of "Funnybones" lies in the perfect synergy between Janet
and Allan Ahlberg’s talents. Their collaboration produced a work that is not
only entertaining but also pedagogically sound. The book’s playful engagement
with traditionally scary themes offers children a safe space to confront and
understand their fears, all while enjoying a delightful narrative.

In the landscape of children’s literature, "Funnybones" stands as a testament
to how humor, art, and storytelling can come together to create a timeless
classic. Its continued popularity underscores the importance of thoughtful,
well-crafted books in early childhood development and the lasting impact of
the Ahlbergs’ creative partnership.
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janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Funny Bones: The Collection Janet Ahlberg, Allan
Ahlberg, 2017-11-21 Penguin presents Funny Bones: The Collection by Allan Ahlberg, read by
Stephen Mangan. An audio collection of the perennially popular Funny Bones books by Allan Ahlberg
Featuring: Funnybones, The Pet Shop, The Black Cat, Bumps in the Night, Give the Dog a Bone,
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series about skeletons, Funnybones. Despite being set in a dark dark house, this brightly coloured
book is perfect for early readers! No matter where they are, the two skeletons keep going bump in
the night - clonk! There's only one thing to do: Send for Doctor Bones! 'There can be few families in
the British Isles who do not possess at least one well-thumbed Ahlberg' - Independent on Sunday
Allan Ahlberg has published over 100 children's books and with his late wife Janet, created such
award-winning children's picture books, including Peepo!, Each Peach Pear Plum and the Kate
Greenaway Medal winning The Jolly Postman. Other titles in the Funnybones series include
Funnybones, Mystery Tour, The Ghost Train, The Pet Shop, The Black Cat, Dinosaur Dreams,
Skeleton Crew, Give the Dog a Bone and A Brilliant Bone Rattling Collection, all of which are
available from Puffin.

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Funnybones book with mix-and-match puzzle Allan
Ahlberg, 2019-10-29 On a dark dark hill There is a dark dark house And in that dark dark house
live... The Big Skeleton, the Little Skeleton and the Dog Skeleton. Or is it the Big-Elephant Skeleton,
the Little-Fish Skeleton and the Dog-Snake Skeleton? You decide with this brilliant mix-and-match
puzzle along with the classic Funnybones tale. Match up the Big Skeleton's head with an elephant's
body, or an elephant's head with the Big Skeleton, or whatever combination you like! Made from
sturdy board perfect for little hands, this is a fantastic gift set featuring a timeless classic.

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Funnybones: Dinosaur Dreams Allan Ahlberg,
2018-09-20 Dinosaur Dreams is one of the titles in Allan Ahlberg's iconic children's picture book
series about skeletons, Funnybones. Despite being set in a dark dark house, this brightly coloured
book is perfect for early readers! The big skeleton and the little skeleton are being chased by
dinosaurs . . . in their dreams! Luckily dogs can dream too - and save the day. 'There can be few
families in the British Isles who do not possess at least one well-thumbed Ahlberg' - Independent on
Sunday Allan Ahlberg has published over 100 children's books and with his late wife Janet, created
such award-winning children's picture books, including Peepo!, Each Peach Pear Plum and the Kate
Greenaway Medal winning The Jolly Postman. Other titles in the Funnybones series include
Funnybones, Mystery Tour, The Ghost Train, The Pet Shop, Bumps in the Night, The Black Cat,
Skeleton Crew, Give the Dog a Bone and A Brilliant Bone Rattling Collection, all of which are
available from Puffin.

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Funnybones: A Bone Rattling Collection Allan
Ahlberg, 2018-09-20 In this big, big book there is a dark, dark hill. And on that dark, dark hill there
is a dark, dark town. And in that dark, dark town . . . some skeletons live! A bumper collection of
three spooktacular stories!

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: The Art of Science Barbara Hume, Christine Galton,
1989 The Art of Science presents an invaluable collection of effective and simple activities together
with associated creative ideas to introduce and reinforce the teaching of science to infants and lower
juniors. Book jacket.

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Funnybones Janet Ahlberg, Allan Ahlberg, 1980-01

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Skeleton Crew Allan Ahlberg, 1992 Three skeletons
have a good time on their sailing vacation, until their boat is boarded by pirates.

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Success in Reading and Writing Barbara ]. Blackford,
Helen Cappleman, Betty Cramer, 1992 Educational resource for teachers, parents and kids!

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Funnybones: The Pet Shop Allan Ahlberg, 2017-09-07
In a dark dark street There is a dark dark house . . . In this FUNNYBONES story, the big skeleton
and the little skeleton are fed up with the dog skeleton and decide to swap him at the pet shop. They
start off with a goldfish but soon get tired of him and swap him for a parrot - but soon they get bored
of him too . . . Eventually the pet shop owner gives them a box to take home with a surprise pet
inside. What do you think it will be?

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Hands on Numeracy Liz Webster, Linda Duncan, 2004
Creative display and activity ideas for teaching practical and fun Mathematics with children aged 5
to 7. 32 colourful themes covering objectives from the revised Maths framework. Explores: Number,



Calculating, Problem Solving and Shape, Space and Measures. Each theme includes: a display oral
and mental starting activities practical maths activities, both inside and outside the classroom

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Helping Children to Improve Their
Communication Skills Deborah Plummer, 2011 "This book encourages all those working with
children with speech, language and communication needs to develop their creativity within a model
of child-centred reflective practice, acknowledging that our interaction with children has an effect at
many different levels. Therapists, teachers, teaching assistants and parents will find a wealth of
practical suggestions and a solid foundation of research within these pages.' Mary Hampton, Chair,
Association of Speech and Language Therapists in Independent Practice (ASLTIP), UK For many
children, the act of communication that most of us take for granted can be a struggle, and
communicating with others can become something to fear rather than enjoy. This creative book is
full of fun and imaginative ideas to help children aged 4-11 with a speech or language delay or
disorder to develop their communication abilities and skills. It is packed with activities and games
tailored to help develop abilities such as effective listening, imagination and perseverance, and to
build specific skills such as formulation of questions, categorising, taking turns and understanding
non-verbal communication. Tips for personalising and shaping the activities are provided. A
comprehensive theory section also covers how play can be a therapeutic tool for enhancing
communication, and how to structure the emotional environment. Practical advice on working with
groups and individuals and in different settings is also given. This activity book is an invaluable
resource not only for speech and language therapists and students, but also for parents, teachers,
carers and other support staff who are looking for creative ways to promote speech and language
development. Deborah M. Plummer is a speech and language therapist and imagework practitioner
with over 20 years' experience of facilitating groups and working individually with both children and
adults. Formerly a clinical lead therapist working within the NHS, she now lectures at De Montfort
University, Leicester, and runs workshops and short courses on the uses of imagery and story-telling
and issues of self-esteem. Deborah is author of several titles, including Helping Children to Cope
with Change, Stress and Anxiety: A Photocopiable Activities Book, Helping Children to Build
Self-Esteem: A Photocopiable Activities Book, 2nd edition, Self-Esteem Games for Children, Social
Skills Games for Children, Helping Adolescents and Adults to Build Self-Esteem: A Photocopiable
Resource Book, and Anger Management Games for Children, all published by Jessica Kingsley
Publishers. Deborah's website can be found at www.deborahplummer.co.uk.

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Storytelling and Story-Reading in Early Years Mary
Medlicott, 2018-03-21 Stories play a crucial role in young children's social and literacy development.
This guide gives professionals the skills to plan and run the best possible storytelling and reading
sessions for children, from how to use props and voices, to how to cater for mixed ability learning
groups. Includes stories, rhymes and activities for ages 2-5.

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: The Little Book of Fun on a Shoestring Sam Goodman,
Elaine Massey, 2013-01-01 Brilliant new ideas for resources, activities and display that won't cost a
fortune!

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Learning Language Through Literature /Peter Falvey,
Peter Kennedy, 1997-05-01 This useful sourcebook contains 12 chapters written by experienced
classroom practitioners in Hong Kong. One theme appears constantly in these chapters: that in the
English language classroom, whether at primary, secondary, or tertiary levels, high interest and
positive motivation occur through active learning when literary texts, literary techniques and
literariness are featured. In this book, full coverage is given to the use of poetry, prose and drama in
language learning and teaching at all three levels of the education system. The tasks and activities
described here have been shown to work with all bands of students. This book is ideally suited both
for practising teachers and participants in teacher education programmes in Hong Kong and the rest
of S.E. Asia. It will be particularly useful for primary and secondary teachers of English wishing to
incorporate appropriate and relevant teaching activities so as to meet the goals of the new Target
Oriented English Language Curriculum.



janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: The Pet Shop Allan Ahlberg, André Amstutz, 1990 A
dog skeleton is a boring pet so the two skeletons take him off to the - Miaow - Squeak - Grunt - pet
shop to swap him for something better.

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Art Shaped Darrell Wakelam, 2023-02-28 The ultimate
collection of sustainable 3D art projects for the primary classroom. Learn how to teach children to
create everything from rainforest scenes to robots with these innovative, easy-to-follow ideas from
3D art expert Darrell Wakelam. These low-cost projects use readily available materials to create
exciting models, masks and sculptures which will inspire children and enhance your art and design
lessons. Each of the 50 projects in Art Shaped features: - simple core techniques to transform
cardboard into incredible artwork; - full-colour photographs and clear step-by-step instructions; -
ideas for differentiation for all ages and abilities; - detailed suggestions for links to other subject
areas across the curriculum. This book enables you to develop children's techniques and skills
through high-quality, eco-friendly art projects while encouraging them to be creative, use their
imagination, and most importantly, have fun. ‘What Darrell Wakelam doesn't know about art and 3D
sculptures isn't really worth knowing! A must-have.' Dena Mulligan, EYFS/Key Stage 1 Lead

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Daily Discoveries for OCTOBER (ENHANCED eBook)
Elizabeth Cole Midgley, 2005-03-01 Make every day a special day in your classroom with the
creative ideas in this book. Every day in the month of October is a special celebration of some kind:
Fitness Day, Fire Prevention Day, Greek Mythology Day, Make-Believe Day, Great Pumpkin Day and
many more. All 31 special celebrations include suggestions for making them a part of your regular
curriculum: language arts, social studies, writing, math, science and health, music and drama,
physical fitness, art, etc. Your students will look forward to every day of the school year when you
make it a constant celebration. And they'll learn while they have fun! Included are fun patterns for
writing assignments and art projects as well as lists of books that correlate with the topic for each
day.

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Funnybones Allan Ahlberg, Janet Ahlberg, 2017-09-07
This is how the story begins... On a dark dark hill there was a dark dark town. In the dark dark town
there was a dark dark street. Discover the classic children's story that has delighted generation after
generation. A must-read for Halloween, discover the hilarious Funnybones stories. Packed with
playful illustrations and easy-to-read text, discover this timeless bedtime story. Children will love
poring over the contrasting illustrations while joining in with the repetition. A great book for sharing
together - Book Trust Can't get enough of the Funnybones skeletons? Discover: Funnybones: The
Black Cat The Funnybones Collection Funnybones: Dinosaur Dream

janet and allan ahlberg funny bones: Health and Safety Elizabeth Cole Midgley, 2008-09-01
Make your classroom a place of celebration with the creative ideas in this packet that focus on
health and safety. Each special day includes suggestions for incorporating it into your regular
curriculum, such as language arts, social studies, math, science, and sensory experiences. The
celebrations in this packet include Fire Prevention Day, World Food Day, Red Ribbon Day, and
Skeleton and Skills Day. With these ideas, your students will have fun and look forward to learning.
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