black history ideas for church

Black History Ideas for Church: Honoring Legacy and Inspiring Faith

black history ideas for church are essential for congregations seeking to celebrate the
rich heritage, faith, and contributions of Black individuals throughout history. Churches
have long been pillars in African American communities, providing spiritual guidance,
social support, and leadership in civil rights movements. Integrating meaningful Black
history observances into church activities not only educates but also inspires faith
communities to appreciate the resilience, culture, and profound impact of Black
Christians. Whether you are planning events for Black History Month or incorporating
these themes year-round, there are numerous engaging ways to honor this legacy within a
church setting.

Why Incorporate Black History Ideas for Church?

Churches are more than just places of worship; they are centers of learning, community
building, and cultural preservation. For many Black Americans, the church has been a
sanctuary amid adversity, a platform for social justice, and a beacon of hope. By weaving
Black history into church programming, congregations can:

- Educate members about influential Black figures in the faith and broader society.
- Strengthen community bonds through shared storytelling and reflection.

- Inspire younger generations with examples of courage and faith.

- Promote diversity and inclusion within the church and beyond.

Understanding these purposes helps tailor activities that are both spiritually enriching and
culturally affirming.

Creative Black History Ideas for Church Services

Church services provide a natural setting to spotlight the contributions of Black Christians
and the historical journey of the Black church.

Incorporate Black Spirituals and Gospel Music

Music has always been a powerful medium in the Black church experience. Including
traditional Black spirituals, gospel hymns, or contemporary Black Christian music during
worship enhances the atmosphere and connects congregants to a deep, emotional history.
Consider inviting local Black choirs or musicians to perform or leading a special musical
segment dedicated to these genres.



Sermons Highlighting Black Faith Leaders

Plan sermons that focus on influential Black pastors, theologians, and activists such as Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., Sojourner Truth, or modern leaders like Bishop T.D. Jakes. These
messages can explore themes of justice, perseverance, and faith under oppression,
showing how these leaders’ spiritual journeys intersect with their societal impact.

Scripture Readings and Reflections from Black Authors

Integrate readings from Black theologians, poets, or writers who have interpreted
scripture through the lens of Black experience. This can provide fresh perspectives and
deepen congregational understanding of biblical teachings in relation to racial justice and
liberation.

Educational Activities to Celebrate Black History
in Church

Learning opportunities beyond Sunday services can engage all age groups and create a
lasting impact.

Black History Bible Study Groups

Organize Bible study sessions that focus on stories of Black biblical figures or the role of
the church in the African American freedom struggle. By examining scripture alongside
historical context, participants gain a richer appreciation of faith’s role in overcoming
adversity.

Guest Speakers and Panel Discussions

Invite historians, pastors, or community leaders who specialize in Black church history to
speak. Panels can explore topics like the origins of the Black church, the civil rights
movement’s religious foundations, or current social justice issues within a faith
framework.

Interactive Workshops for Youth

Engage younger church members with creative workshops such as storytelling, art
projects, or drama performances that depict key moments in Black history. This hands-on
learning approach helps children and teens connect emotionally and intellectually with the
material.



Community Outreach and Service Projects

Faith in action is a powerful testament to the values taught through Black history.
Partner with Local Black-Owned Businesses and
Organizations

Support the community by organizing church-sponsored events that highlight Black
entrepreneurship and non-profits. This could include resource fairs, fundraisers, or joint
service initiatives that benefit underserved populations.

Volunteer Efforts Rooted in Historical Significance

Create service projects that honor the legacy of Black leaders—such as voter registration
drives inspired by civil rights activism or mentorship programs reflecting the church’s role
in education. These efforts demonstrate how history informs present-day faith and social
responsibility.

Creative Visual and Artistic Displays in the
Church

Visual storytelling can make Black history resonate deeply within the church environment.

Black History Exhibits and Memory Walls

Designate areas in the church to showcase photos, biographies, and artifacts related to
Black Christian history. A memory wall highlighting local Black church founders and
community heroes can personalize history and inspire pride.

Art Installations and Murals

Collaborate with Black artists or church members to create murals or art pieces that
celebrate themes of liberation, faith, and hope. Such installations serve as ongoing
reminders of the struggles and triumphs of Black believers.

Film Screenings and Discussions



Host movie nights featuring documentaries or films about Black history and faith, followed
by group discussions. This can be a powerful way to unpack historical narratives and
relate them to contemporary spiritual life.

Incorporating Black History Ideas for Church
Year-Round

While Black History Month in February is a key time for focused activities, embedding
these ideas throughout the year keeps the celebration alive and relevant.

Monthly Themes and Devotionals

Introduce monthly themes inspired by Black Christian values or historical milestones.
Develop devotionals or prayer guides that highlight these topics, encouraging ongoing
reflection among church members.

Celebrate Juneteenth and Other Significant Dates

Mark important dates such as Juneteenth, Emancipation Day, or the anniversary of
landmark civil rights events with special services or community gatherings. These
observances connect the congregation to the ongoing story of freedom and faith.

Collaborate with Other Churches and Faith
Communities

Join forces with other local churches, especially predominantly Black congregations, to
host joint events, worship nights, or educational series. These partnerships foster unity
and broaden the impact of Black history celebrations.

Incorporating black history ideas for church enriches faith experiences, strengthens
community ties, and honors the profound legacy of Black Christians. By thoughtfully
blending worship, education, service, and art, churches can create vibrant, impactful
celebrations that resonate deeply with all members. Through these efforts, the stories of
courage, faith, and perseverance continue to inspire generations both inside and outside
the pews.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective Black history ideas for church
programs?
Effective ideas include hosting guest speakers from the Black community, organizing

Black history-themed worship services, showcasing Black Christian musicians, and holding
educational workshops on influential Black church leaders.

How can churches celebrate Black History Month in a
meaningful way?

Churches can celebrate by incorporating sermons focused on Black Christian heritage,
organizing community service events inspired by Black leaders, displaying artwork by
Black artists, and facilitating discussions on racial justice and reconciliation.

What are some Black history ideas for children's
ministry in church?
Children's ministry can include storytelling sessions about prominent Black figures in

Christianity, craft projects related to Black culture, interactive lessons on Black spirituals,
and age-appropriate videos highlighting Black history in the church.

How can churches integrate Black history into regular
worship services?

Churches can integrate Black history by including prayers and scripture readings by Black
authors, singing hymns and spirituals rooted in Black heritage, sharing testimonies from
Black congregants, and dedicating a portion of the service to reflect on Black Christian
contributions.

What resources are available for churches looking to
teach Black history?

Resources include books like "The History of Black Churches in America," documentaries
on Black religious leaders, curriculum guides from organizations like the African American
Lectionary, and online platforms offering sermon outlines and educational materials.

How can churches support Black artists and musicians
during Black History Month?

Churches can invite Black artists and musicians to perform during services and events,
host art exhibitions featuring Black creators, facilitate workshops led by Black musicians,
and promote local Black-owned Christian music labels and art galleries.



Why is it important for churches to incorporate Black
history into their activities?

Incorporating Black history fosters inclusivity, educates congregants about the diverse
roots of Christianity, honors the contributions of Black believers, promotes healing and
understanding, and strengthens the church community by embracing cultural richness.

Additional Resources
Black History Ideas for Church: Honoring Heritage and Inspiring Faith

black history ideas for church present a meaningful opportunity to blend cultural
heritage with spiritual growth, fostering a deeper understanding within congregations. As
churches serve not only as places of worship but also as community pillars, integrating
Black history into church activities enriches both faith and cultural awareness. This article
explores diverse approaches and practical ideas for churches aiming to celebrate Black
history thoughtfully and impactfully.

Understanding the Importance of Black History in
Church Settings

Incorporating Black history into church activities is more than a commemorative act; it’s a
crucial step toward acknowledging the profound contributions of Black individuals to both
religious life and broader society. Historically, Black churches have been central to social
justice movements, education, and community cohesion. Recognizing this legacy within
the church context strengthens communal bonds and aligns spiritual teachings with
historical truth.

Churches that embrace Black history initiatives often witness increased engagement
among members, particularly youth, who gain a richer perspective of their faith
interwoven with cultural identity. Moreover, such efforts can foster inclusivity and
empathy within diverse congregations, supporting reconciliation and unity.

Educational Programs and Sermon Series

One effective black history idea for church involves structured educational programs.
These can take the form of weekly Bible studies or sermon series that highlight influential
Black religious leaders and biblical interpretations shaped by African American
perspectives. For example, sermons could focus on figures like Martin Luther King Jr.,
Sojourner Truth, or modern faith leaders who have merged spirituality with activism.

Such programs not only educate congregants about Black history but also deepen
theological reflection. By exploring themes of liberation, justice, and resilience through a
Black historical lens, pastors can connect scripture with lived experiences, making



sermons more relatable and impactful.

Commemorative Events and Worship Services

Churches can hold special worship services dedicated to Black History Month or
Juneteenth, incorporating elements such as gospel music, poetry readings, and
testimonies that celebrate Black heritage. These events provide a platform for storytelling
and communal remembrance, reinforcing the church’s role as a cultural as well as
spiritual sanctuary.

Additionally, inviting guest speakers—historians, activists, or local community
leaders—can enrich these events by providing diverse perspectives and inspiring calls to
action. This approach transforms passive observance into dynamic participation,
encouraging congregants to apply lessons from Black history in their daily lives.

Creative Approaches to Black History Celebration

Beyond traditional services and educational talks, innovative black history ideas for
church can engage members creatively, making the learning experience more memorable
and inclusive.

Art and Music Integration

Artistic expression has always been integral to Black culture and worship. Churches can
organize art exhibitions showcasing works by Black artists that reflect themes of faith,
struggle, and hope. Similarly, incorporating gospel choirs, spirituals, and contemporary
Black Christian music into regular worship services pays homage to the rich musical
heritage within the Black church tradition.

Such initiatives not only beautify the church environment but also provide avenues for
younger members to participate actively, enhancing intergenerational connections.

Community Outreach and Service Projects

Another impactful idea is linking Black history celebrations with community service

projects. For instance, churches might partner with local Black-owned businesses or
cultural organizations to support economic empowerment. Alternatively, organizing

volunteer initiatives in underserved areas can honor the legacy of Black leaders who
championed social justice through tangible acts of kindness and advocacy.

This approach aligns with Christian values of service and compassion, translating
historical appreciation into present-day action.



Interactive Storytelling and Oral Histories

Oral history projects within the church can capture personal narratives from older
congregants or community elders, preserving firsthand accounts of historical events and
cultural traditions. Hosting storytelling nights or digital archiving sessions encourages
reflection and intergenerational dialogue, bridging gaps between past and present.

Such storytelling not only enriches the church’s collective memory but also validates
individual experiences, fostering a sense of belonging and identity among members.

Challenges and Considerations in Implementing
Black History Initiatives

While the benefits of integrating Black history into church life are clear, there are
challenges that leaders should consider carefully to ensure meaningful and respectful
engagement.

Balancing Celebration with Reflection

It is essential that black history ideas for church go beyond superficial celebration to
include critical reflection on complex issues such as systemic racism, inequality, and the
church’s role in these dynamics. Churches must create safe spaces for honest
conversations that acknowledge past and present struggles while affirming hope and
redemption.

Inclusivity Across Diverse Congregations

In racially diverse churches, Black history initiatives should be designed to resonate with
all members, avoiding alienation or tokenism. Emphasizing universal themes within Black
history—such as perseverance, justice, and faith—can foster shared understanding and
solidarity.

Resource and Knowledge Constraints

Some congregations may face limitations in accessing accurate resources or
knowledgeable speakers. Collaborating with local historical societies, universities, or
Black cultural centers can provide valuable support. Additionally, leveraging online
platforms and digital archives broadens access to educational materials and programming
ideas.



Practical Black History Ideas for Church
Implementation

To facilitate effective planning, here is a curated list of actionable black history ideas for
church leaders:

e Host a Black History Month worship series: Integrate sermons, prayers, and
hymns that reflect Black spiritual traditions.

e Organize a film screening: Show documentaries or movies about Black religious
leaders or pivotal moments in Black church history followed by discussion.

e Create a Black history reading group: Engage members with books and articles
on Black theology and history.

¢ Celebrate Juneteenth with a church picnic or festival: Include educational
booths and performances.

e Invite guest preachers or lecturers: Bring diverse voices to share insights on faith
and culture.

e Develop youth programs: Include storytelling, crafts, and interactive lessons about
Black heroes in faith.

e Commission art projects: Encourage congregants to create murals or installations
reflecting Black heritage.

e Partner with local Black churches: Promote unity and collaborative events.

These examples demonstrate the versatility of black history ideas for church, adaptable to
various denominational contexts and congregation sizes.

The integration of Black history into church life enriches faith experiences by honoring a
heritage deeply intertwined with spirituality and social justice. Thoughtful planning and

intentional programming ensure that these celebrations inspire reflection, learning, and
community strengthening, resonating long after the formal observances conclude.
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black history ideas for church: African Americans and the Bible Vincent L. Wimbush,
2012-09-01 Perhaps no other group of people has been as much formed by biblical texts and tropes
as African Americans. From literature and the arts to popular culture and everyday life, the Bible
courses through black society and culture like blood through veins. Despite the enormous recent
interest in African American religion, relatively little attention has been paid to the diversity of ways
in which African Americans have utilized the Bible.African Americans and the Bibleis the fruit of a
four-year collaborative research project directed by Vincent L. Wimbush and funded by the Lilly
Endowment. It brings together scholars and experts (sixty-eight in all) from a wide range of
academic and artistic fields and disciplines--including ethnography, cultural history, and biblical
studies as well as art, music, film, dance, drama, and literature. The focus is on the interaction
between the people known as African Americans and that complex of visions, rhetorics, and
ideologies known as the Bible. As such, the book is less about the meaning(s) of the Bible than about
the Bible and meaning(s), less about the world(s) of the Bible than about how worlds and the Bible
interact--in short, about how a text constructs a people and a people constructs a text. It is about a
particular sociocultural formation but also about the dynamics that obtain in the interrelation
between any group of people and sacred texts in general. ThusAfrican Americans and the
Bibleprovides an exemplum of sociocultural formation and a critical lens through which the process
of sociocultural formation can be viewed.

black history ideas for church: Celebrating Black Heritage: 20 Days of Activities, Reading,
Recipes, Parties, Plays, and More! Carole Marsh, 2014-11-14 Check out the Celebrating Black
Heritage 20 Days of Activities, Reading Recipes, Parties, Plays, & More! book. New, fun, and
educational ideas for celebrating African American history! It’s great for home, class, camp, church,
scouts, clubs and much more! kids will love the dramatic variety of activities designed to bring black
history, achievements and current events to life. This book is ideal for Black History Month and
other African American holidays! Some of the activities include: Spelling Bee Make a Quilt Family
Tree Speeches Student Bios Collage Posters Game Day Class Newspaper Classroom Cooking
Debates Plays CharactersScavenger Hunts Slave Diary “Get Involved” Projects Black History
Timeline Current Events Underground Railroad Research Ideas

black history ideas for church: Urban Apologetics Eric Mason, 2021-04-06 Urban
Apologetics examines the legitimate issues that Black communities have with Western Christianity
and shows how the gospel of Jesus Christ—rather than popular, socioreligious alternatives—restores
our identity. African Americans have long confronted the challenge of dignity destruction caused by
white supremacy. While many have found meaning and restoration of dignity in the black church,
others have found it in ethnocentric socioreligious groups and philosophies. These ideologies have
grown and developed deep traction in the black community and beyond. Revisionist history,
conspiracy theories, and misinformation about Jesus and Christianity are the order of the day. Many
young African Americans are disinterested in Christianity and others are leaving the church in
search of what these false religious ideas appear to offer, a spirituality more indigenous to their
history and ethnicity. Edited by Dr. Eric Mason and featuring a top-notch lineup of contributors,
Urban Apologetics is the first book focused entirely on cults, religious groups, and ethnocentric
ideologies prevalent in the black community. The book is divided into three main parts: Discussions
on the unique context for urban apologetics so that you can better understand the cultural
arguments against Christianity among the Black community. Detailed information on cults, religious
groups, and ethnic identity groups that many urban evangelists encounter—such as the Nation of
Islam, Kemetic spirituality, African mysticism, Hebrew Israelites, Black nationalism, and atheism.
Specific tools for urban apologetics and community outreach. Ultimately, Urban Apologetics applies
the gospel to black identity to show that Jesus is the only one who can restore it. This is an essential
resource to equip those doing the work of ministry and apology in urban communities with the best
available information.

black history ideas for church: The Prophethood of Black Believers James Deotis Roberts,



1994-01-01 This valuable resource from one of the founding fathers of the black theology movement
discusses how to minister to the black community. Using an interdisciplinary approach, J. Deotis
Toberts shows how theological concepts can be applied to education, pastoral care, and political and
economic issues.

black history ideas for church: The Color of Sound John Burdick, 2013-01-01 Throughout
Brazil, Afro-Brazilians face widespread racial prejudice. Many turn to religion, with Afro-Brazilians
disproportionately represented among Protestants, the fastest-growing religious group in the
country. Officially, Brazilian Protestants do not involve themselves in racial politics. Behind the
scenes, however, the community is deeply involved in the formation of different kinds of
blackness—and its engagement in racial politics is rooted in the major new cultural movement of
black music. In this highly original account, anthropologist John Burdick explores the complex ideas
about race, racism, and racial identity that have grown up among Afro-Brazilians in the black music
scene. By immersing himself for nearly a year in the vibrant worlds of black gospel, gospel rap, and
gospel samba, Burdick pushes our understanding of racial identity and the social effects of music in
new directions. Delving into the everyday music-making practices of these scenes, Burdick shows
how the creative process itself shapes how Afro-Brazilian artists experience and understand their
racial identities. This deeply detailed, engaging portrait challenges much of what we thought we
knew about Brazil’s Protestants,provoking us to think in new ways about their role in their country’s
struggle to combat racism.

black history ideas for church: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1896 to the Present
Paul Finkelman, 2009 Alphabetically-arranged entries from A to C that explores significant events,
major persons, organizations, and political and social movements in African-American history from
1896 to the twenty-first-century.

black history ideas for church: Liberating Black Church History Juan M. Floyd-Thomas,
2014-05-20 No serious scholar in biblical studies today can introduce students to his or her field
without taking into account the contributions of African American scholarship. The long traditions of
biblical interpretation in the Black Church, and the innovative research and writing performed by
African American scholars in recent years are now essential components of a critical study of the
Bible. Up to now, knowing how best to introduce the fruits of African American biblical scholarship
to students has been difficult. Good resources exist, yet too often they are not written with the needs
of introductory students in mind. This book meets that need by providing an overview of the most
important developments in African American approaches to biblical scholarship. It offers insight into
the particular ways that African American scholarship has shaped the world of biblical study.

black history ideas for church: 100 Drives, 5,000 Ideas Joseph R. Yogerst, National
Geographic, Joe Yogerst, 2020 From a vineyard route through Northwest wine country to a winter
wonderland on Alberta's Icefields Parkway, this informative travel guide offers epic sights, good
bites, and pure fun. Pack your car and hit the road to experience 100 drives--both classic and off the
beaten track--across the United States and Canada. You'll find innovative itineraries outlining your
route, along with when to go and what to see and do along the way.

black history ideas for church: Celebrating Black Heritage Carole Marsh, 2002-12 Provides
educational activities relating to African-American history, culture, and current events.

black history ideas for church: Black Freethinkers Christopher Cameron, 2019-09-15 Black
Freethinkers argues that, contrary to historical and popular depictions of African Americans as
naturally religious, freethought has been central to black political and intellectual life from the
nineteenth century to the present. Freethought encompasses many different schools of thought,
including atheism, agnosticism, and nontraditional orientations such as deism and paganism.
Christopher Cameron suggests an alternative origin of nonbelief and religious skepticism in
America, namely the brutality of the institution of slavery. He also traces the growth of atheism and
agnosticism among African Americans in two major political and intellectual movements of the
1920s: the New Negro Renaissance and the growth of black socialism and communism. In a final
chapter, he explores the critical importance of freethought among participants in the civil rights and



Black Power movements of the 1960s and 1970s. Examining a wealth of sources, including slave
narratives, travel accounts, novels, poetry, memoirs, newspapers, and archival sources such as
church records, sermons, and letters, the study follows the lives and contributions of well-known
figures, including Frederick Douglass, Zora Neale Hurston, James Baldwin, and Alice Walker, as well
as lesser-known thinkers such as Louise Thompson Patterson, Sarah Webster Fabio, and David
Cincore.

black history ideas for church: A Companion to American Religious History Benjamin E.
Park, 2021-01-26 A collection of original essays exploring the history of the various American
religious traditions and the meaning of their many expressions The Blackwell Companion to
American Religious History explores the key events, significant themes, and important movements in
various religious traditions throughout the nation’s history from pre-colonization to the present day.
Original essays written by leading scholars and new voices in the field discuss how religion in
America has transformed over the years, explore its many expressions and meanings, and consider
religion’s central role in American life. Emphasizing the integration of religion into broader cultural
and historical themes, this wide-ranging volume explores the operation of religion in eras of
historical change, the diversity of religious experiences, and religion’s intersections with American
cultural, political, social, racial, gender, and intellectual history. Each chronologically-organized
chapter focuses on a specific period or event, such as the interactions between Moravian and
Indigenous communities, the origins of African-American religious institutions, Mormon settlement
in Utah, social reform movements during the twentieth century, the growth of ethnic religious
communities, and the rise of the Religious Right. An innovative historical genealogy of American
religious traditions, the Companion: Highlights broader historical themes using clear and compelling
narrative Helps teachers expose their students to the significance and variety of America's religious
past Explains new and revisionist interpretations of American religious history Surveys current and
emerging historiographical trends Traces historical themes to contemporary issues surrounding civil
rights and social justice movements, modern capitalism, and debates over religious liberties Making
the lessons of American religious history relevant to a broad range of readers, The Blackwell
Companion to American Religious History is the perfect book for advanced undergraduate and
graduate students in American history courses, and a valuable resource for graduate students and
scholars wanting to keep pace with current historiographical trends and recent developments in the
field.

black history ideas for church: Making Black History Jeffrey Aaron Snyder, 2018-02-01 In
the Jim Crow era, along with black churches, schools, and newspapers, African Americans also had
their own history. Making Black History focuses on the engine behind the early black history
movement, Carter G. Woodson and his Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH).
Author Jeffrey Aaron Snyder shows how the study and celebration of black history became an
increasingly important part of African American life over the course of the early to mid-twentieth
century. It was the glue that held African Americans together as “a people,” a weapon to fight
racism, and a roadmap to a brighter future. Making Black History takes an expansive view of the
historical enterprise, covering not just the production of black history but also its circulation,
reception, and performance. Woodson, the only professional historian whose parents had been born
into slavery, attracted a strong network of devoted members to the ASNLH, including professional
and lay historians, teachers, students, “race” leaders, journalists, and artists. They all grappled with
a set of interrelated questions: Who and what is “Negro”? What is the relationship of black history to
American history? And what are the purposes of history? Tracking the different answers to these
questions, Snyder recovers a rich public discourse about black history that took shape in journals,
monographs, and textbooks and sprang to life in the pages of the black press, the classrooms of
black schools, and annual celebrations of Negro History Week. By lining up the Negro history
movement’s trajectory with the wider arc of African American history, Snyder changes our
understanding of such signal aspects of twentieth-century black life as segregated schools, the
Harlem Renaissance, and the emerging modern civil rights movement.



black history ideas for church: Your Spirits Walk Beside Us Barbara Dianne Savage,
2012-10-22 Even before the emergence of the civil rights movement, African American religion and
progressive politics were assumed to be inextricably intertwined. Savage counters this assumption
with the story of a highly diversified religious community whose debates over engagement in the
struggle for racial equality were as vigorous as they were persistent.

black history ideas for church: Troubling Beginnings Maurice Stevens, 2004-06-01 This
interdisciplinary and creative study examines how African American culture is presented in
American films and other media, and is a provocative re-reading of the historiography of black
culture. The author examines and interprets a number of cultural texts deriving memory as
interpreted by Freud and by Franz Fanon, mixed with Black Liberation Theology and Islamic
mysticism.

black history ideas for church: American Countercultures: An Encyclopedia of
Nonconformists, Alternative Lifestyles, and Radical Ideas in U.S. History Gina Misiroglu,
2015-03-26 Counterculture, while commonly used to describe youth-oriented movements during the
1960s, refers to any attempt to challenge or change conventional values and practices or the
dominant lifestyles of the day. This fascinating three-volume set explores these movements in
America from colonial times to the present in colorful detail. American Countercultures is the first
reference work to examine the impact of countercultural movements on American social history. It
highlights the writings, recordings, and visual works produced by these movements to educate,
inspire, and incite action in all eras of the nation's history. A-Z entries provide a wealth of
information on personalities, places, events, concepts, beliefs, groups, and practices. The set
includes numerous illustrations, a topic finder, primary source documents, a bibliography and a
filmography, and an index.

black history ideas for church: African American Religious Thought Cornel West, Eddie S.
Glaude, 2003-01-01 Believing that African American religious studies has reached a crossroads,
Cornel West and Eddie Glaude seek, in this landmark anthology, to steer the discipline into the
future. Arguing that the complexity of beliefs, choices, and actions of African Americans need not be
reduced to expressions of black religion, West and Glaude call for more careful reflection on the
complex relationships of African American religious studies to conceptions of class, gender, sexual
orientation, race, empire, and other values that continue to challenge our democratic ideals.

black history ideas for church: Mae Makes a Way Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich,
2022-05-24 Tip your hat to fashion designer and civil rights icon Mae Reeves in this picture book
biography written in collaboration with the Smithsonian National Museum of African American
History and Culture! A fine introduction to a determined trailblazer. -The New York Times Mae had a
dream to make one-of-a-kind hats. But the path for a Black female designer was unclear, so Mae
made a way, leaving her home in the segregated South to study at the Chicago School of Millinery.
Mae had the skills, but craved the independence to create her own styles. So Mae found a way. In
Philadelphia, she became the first Black woman to own a business on South Street. Whether you
were Lena Horne, Ella Fitzgerald, Marian Anderson or a lady from the neighborhood, Mae wanted
you to look good and feel special in one of her original hats. A mother, a successful entrepreneur,
and a community advocate, Mae led the way. Published in collaboration with the Smithsonian
National Museum of African American History and Culture, acclaimed author Olughemisola
Rhuday-Perkovich (Two Naomis) and award-winning illustrator Andrea Pippins (I Love My Hair)
bring the life of fashion entrepreneur and civic organizer Mae Reeves to the page. And when you are
done reading, explore Mae’s store and styles in person at her permanent exhibit at the National
Museum of African American History and Culture.

black history ideas for church: The Dutch Dissenters: A Critical Companion to their
History and Ideas Irvin Buckwalter Horst, 2018-12-24

black history ideas for church: The Struggle for Black History Abul Pitre, Ruth Ray, Esrom
Pitre, 2008 The Struggle for Black History: Foundations for a Critical Black Pedagogy in Education
captures the controversy that surrounds the implementation of Black studies in schools' curricula.



This book examines student experiences of a controversial Black history program in 1994 that
featured critical discourse about the historical role of racism and its impact on Black people. The
program and its continuing controversy is analyzed by drawing from the analyses of Elijah
Muhammad, Carter G. Woodson, Maulana Karenga, Molefi Asante, Paulo Freire, Peter McLaren,
James Banks, and others. Professors Abul and Esrom Pitre and Professor Ruth Ray use case studies
and student experiences to highlight the challenges faced when trying to implement Black studies
programs. This study provides the reader with an illuminating picture of critical pedagogy, critical
race theory, multicultural education, and Black studies in action. The book lays the foundation for
what the authors term critical Black pedagogy in education, which is an examination of African
American leaders, scholars, students, activists, their exegeses and challenge of power relations in
Black education. In addition, the book provides recommendations for schools, parents, students, and
activists interested in implementing Black studies and multicultural education.

black history ideas for church: The Jim Crow Encyclopedia Nikki Brown, Barry M.
Stentiford, 2008-09-30 Jim Crow refers to a set of laws in many states, predominantly in the South,
after the end of Reconstruction in 1877 that severely restricted the rights and privileges of African
Americans. As a caste system of enormous social and economic magnitude, the institutionalization of
Jim Crow was the most significant element in African American life until the 1960s Civil Rights
Movement led to its dismantling. Racial segregation, as well as responses to it and resistance
against it, dominated the African American consciousness and continued to oppress African
Americans and other minorities, while engendering some of the most important African American
contributions to society. This major encyclopedia is the first devoted to the Jim Crow era. The era is
encapsulated through more than 275 essay entries on such areas as law, media, business, politics,
employment, religion, education, people, events, culture, the arts, protest, the military, class,
housing, sports, and violence as well as through accompanying key primary documents excerpted as
side bars. This set will serve as an invaluable, definitive resource for student research and general
knowledge. The authoritative entries are written by a host of historians with expertise in the Jim
Crow era. The quality content comes in an easy-to-access format. Readers can quickly find topics of
interest, with alphabetical and topical lists of entries in the frontmatter, along with cross-references
to related entries per entry. Further reading is provided per entry. Dynamic sidebars throughout
give added insight into the topics. A chronology, selected bibliography, and photos round out the
coverage. Sample entries include Advertising, Affirmative Action, Armed Forces, Black Cabinet,
Blues, Brooklyn Dodgers, Bolling v. Sharpe, Confederate Flag, Congress of Racial Equality (CORE),
Detroit Race Riot 1943, Ralph Ellison, Eyes on the Prize, G.I. Bill, Healthcare, Homosexuality,
Intelligence Testing, Japanese Internment, Liberia, Minstrelsy, Nadir of the Negro, Poll Taxes,
Rhythm and Blues, Rural Segregation, Sharecropping, Sundown Towns, Booker T. Washington,
Works Project Administration, World War II.
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