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Stanford CA 1 Guide: Navigating California's Scenic Coastal Route

stanford ca 1 guide is your go-to resource for exploring one of California’s
most iconic highways. California State Route 1, often referred to simply as
Highway 1 or the Pacific Coast Highway (PCH), offers breathtaking views,
charming coastal towns, and an unforgettable driving experience. Whether
you're a local looking for weekend adventures or a tourist planning a road
trip, understanding the ins and outs of Stanford CA 1 will make your journey
smoother and more enjoyable.

In this guide, we’ll delve into everything you need to know about traveling
along this picturesque stretch near Stanford, including the best stops,
hidden gems, travel tips, and how to make the most of your drive along the
California coast.

What Makes Stanford CA 1 So Special?

California State Route 1 is famous for hugging the coastline and offering
panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean. The segment near Stanford is
particularly noteworthy because it blends natural beauty with easy access to
vibrant communities and outdoor recreation.

Scenic Views and Natural Attractions

One of the biggest draws of the Stanford CA 1 area is the stunning scenery.
As you drive, you’ll encounter dramatic cliffs, sandy beaches, and rolling
hills blanketed with native vegetation. The cool ocean breeze and sound of
crashing waves make this route a sensory delight.

Key natural attractions include:

- **Palo Alto Baylands Nature Preserve:** Just a short detour from Stanford,
this area is perfect for birdwatching and gentle walks along marshlands.
- **Half Moon Bay:** Known for its rugged coastline and surfing spots, it’s a
must-stop for nature lovers.
- **Montara State Beach:** A quieter beach option that’s great for picnics
and short hikes.

Easy Access from Stanford

Stanford University’s location near Highway 1 means visitors and locals alike
can combine an academic or cultural visit with a scenic drive. The proximity
to the university town adds a layer of intellectual and artistic vibrancy to
the area. Coffee shops, bookstores, and museums in Stanford make great
starting points before embarking on your coastal adventure.



Planning Your Drive on Stanford CA 1

Preparation is key when exploring a stretch as popular and dynamic as Highway
1. Here are practical tips to help you get the most out of your trip.

Best Time to Visit

While Highway 1 is beautiful year-round, timing your visit can enhance your
experience:

- **Spring and Fall:** These seasons offer mild weather and fewer crowds,
making for a more relaxed drive and easier parking.
- **Summer:** Expect warmer temperatures but also more tourists. Beaches and
coastal towns will be livelier.
- **Winter:** Some parts of Highway 1 can be foggy or closed due to weather
conditions, so check local updates before traveling.

Essential Stops Along the Route

To truly appreciate the Stanford CA 1 experience, plan stops at these
highlights:

- **Devil’s Slide Trail:** A converted highway segment now used for hiking
and biking with jaw-dropping ocean views.
- **Pigeon Point Lighthouse:** One of the tallest lighthouses on the West
Coast, offering historical insights and photo ops.
- **Santa Cruz:** A vibrant coastal city known for its boardwalk, surfing
culture, and laid-back vibe.

Driving Tips for Highway 1

Driving along the Pacific Coast Highway can be thrilling but requires
attention:

- **Watch for winding roads:** Some stretches are narrow with sharp curves,
so drive cautiously.
- **Keep an eye on weather:** Coastal fog can reduce visibility, especially
during mornings and evenings.
- **Use pullouts wisely:** There are many scenic overlooks—use designated
spots to stop safely and enjoy the views.

Exploring Local Culture and Cuisine Near
Stanford CA 1

Beyond the stunning landscapes, the region around Stanford CA 1 is rich in
cultural experiences and culinary delights.



Where to Eat

The coastal towns along Highway 1 boast fresh seafood, farm-to-table
eateries, and cozy cafés. Some local favorites include:

- **Sam’s Chowder House in Half Moon Bay:** Famous for clam chowder and
oceanfront dining.
- **The Village Pub in Woodside:** A Michelin-starred spot blending
Californian cuisine with a warm atmosphere.
- **Philz Coffee in Palo Alto:** A perfect place to grab a unique coffee
blend before hitting the road.

Local Events and Attractions

Checking out local events can add a memorable layer to your trip:

- **Half Moon Bay Pumpkin Festival:** A fall tradition featuring pumpkin
carving, food stalls, and live music.
- **Santa Cruz Wharf and Boardwalk Events:** Seasonal concerts, surf
competitions, and family-friendly activities.
- **Stanford University Art and Music:** The campus often hosts exhibitions
and performances open to the public.

Accommodations Along Stanford CA 1

Whether you want a quick day trip or a leisurely overnight stay, the Stanford
CA 1 corridor offers a variety of lodging options.

Hotels and Inns

- **Beachfront Hotels:** Places like the Ritz-Carlton Half Moon Bay provide
luxurious stays with ocean views.
- **Boutique Inns:** Quaint bed and breakfasts in towns like Pacifica and
Santa Cruz offer charm and comfort.
- **Budget-Friendly Motels:** For those looking to save, numerous motels and
inns provide clean, affordable rooms.

Camping and Outdoor Stays

For the adventurous, camping near Highway 1 is a popular way to connect with
nature:

- **State Parks:** Places like Big Basin Redwoods State Park are within
driving distance and offer campsites surrounded by towering trees.
- **Beach Camping:** Some beaches allow overnight camping with permits,
providing an immersive coastal experience.



Tips for Sustainable Travel on Stanford CA 1

Protecting this beautiful stretch of coastline is essential. Here are some
ways to minimize your environmental impact:

- **Carpool or use public transit:** Reduce emissions by sharing rides or
using local buses where available.
- **Pack out trash:** Always take your waste with you, especially in natural
areas.
- **Respect wildlife:** Observe animals from a distance and avoid disturbing
habitats.
- **Support local businesses:** Buying from local shops helps sustain the
community and encourages responsible tourism.

Embarking on a journey along Stanford CA 1 offers more than just a drive;
it’s an invitation to experience California’s coastal charm, natural beauty,
and vibrant culture. With some planning and an open spirit, the Pacific Coast
Highway near Stanford can become an unforgettable chapter in your travel
memories.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Stanford CA 1 Guide used for?

The Stanford CA 1 Guide is primarily used as a comprehensive resource for
understanding and navigating the California 1 highway, including travel tips,
local attractions, and road conditions.

Where can I find the most updated version of the
Stanford CA 1 Guide?

The most updated version of the Stanford CA 1 Guide can typically be found on
Stanford University's official website or through their transportation and
travel departments.

Does the Stanford CA 1 Guide include information on
scenic stops along California State Route 1?

Yes, the guide provides detailed information about scenic stops, viewpoints,
restaurants, and landmarks along California State Route 1 to enhance
travelers' experience.

Is the Stanford CA 1 Guide suitable for planning a
road trip along the California coast?

Absolutely, the guide is designed to assist travelers in planning road trips
along the California coast, offering insights on routes, accommodations, and
points of interest.

Can the Stanford CA 1 Guide help with real-time



traffic and weather updates?

While the Stanford CA 1 Guide offers general travel advice, for real-time
traffic and weather updates, users are recommended to consult dedicated
traffic apps or weather services alongside the guide.

Additional Resources
Stanford CA 1 Guide: Navigating California’s Scenic Route with Insight and
Expertise

stanford ca 1 guide serves as an essential resource for travelers, students,
and locals eager to explore or understand the nuances of California’s iconic
State Route 1, especially the segments surrounding Stanford. Known for its
breathtaking coastal views, diverse ecosystems, and cultural landmarks, CA 1
is more than just a highway—it’s a gateway to the essence of California’s
Pacific coastline. This guide delves deeply into the various dimensions of
Stanford CA 1, offering a comprehensive perspective that balances practical
travel information with analytical insights.

Understanding Stanford CA 1: The Geographic and
Cultural Context

State Route 1, often called the Pacific Coast Highway, stretches over 650
miles along California’s coastline, connecting a series of vibrant
communities, natural parks, and scenic vistas. The portion near Stanford
University, located in Palo Alto, is particularly significant due to its
proximity to Silicon Valley and the San Francisco Peninsula. The Stanford CA
1 guide highlights how this segment embodies a fusion of technological
innovation, academic influence, and natural beauty.

The stretch of CA 1 near Stanford offers travelers more than just a commute;
it provides access to coastal beaches like Half Moon Bay, ecological
reserves, and quaint towns that reflect California’s diverse heritage. With
Stanford University acting as a cultural and educational hub, visitors and
locals alike benefit from the interplay between urban sophistication and
natural landscapes.

Key Features of the Stanford CA 1 Corridor

- **Proximity to Stanford University:** While CA 1 does not run directly
through the Stanford campus, its nearby access points facilitate easy travel
to and from the university.
- **Scenic Coastal Views:** The route provides uninterrupted views of the
Pacific Ocean, cliffs, and marine habitats, ideal for photographers and
nature enthusiasts.
- **Accessibility to Recreational Areas:** Numerous parks, hiking trails, and
beaches such as Pescadero State Beach are reachable via CA 1.
- **Connectivity to Silicon Valley:** The highway offers a vital link for
commuters traveling between coastal communities and the tech industry hubs
inland.



Travel Logistics and Road Conditions Near
Stanford

Navigating CA 1 around Stanford requires awareness of seasonal traffic
patterns, road maintenance schedules, and weather conditions that can impact
the driving experience. The Stanford CA 1 guide advises on optimal travel
times, highlighting that weekdays during morning and evening rush hours often
experience congestion due to commuter traffic. Conversely, weekends,
particularly in summer, attract tourists eager to explore the coast.

Additionally, the route is subject to occasional closures or detours caused
by landslides and erosion—common challenges along the rugged California
coastline. The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) actively
monitors and updates road conditions, and travelers are encouraged to consult
official sources before embarking.

Safety and Environmental Considerations

Safety on CA 1 is paramount, especially given the highway’s winding curves
and narrow shoulders near cliff edges. The Stanford CA 1 guide emphasizes
adherence to speed limits, cautious overtaking, and vigilance during foggy or
rainy weather. Environmental preservation is also a critical aspect, as the
route passes through sensitive habitats. Efforts to minimize pollution and
protect wildlife corridors are ongoing, aligning with Stanford University’s
broader sustainability initiatives.

Exploring Attractions and Amenities Along CA 1
near Stanford

Beyond transportation, the Stanford CA 1 guide highlights a variety of
attractions that enrich the traveler’s experience. From culinary delights to
historical landmarks, this stretch of highway offers diverse opportunities
for exploration.

Notable Destinations Accessible via Stanford CA 1

Half Moon Bay: A picturesque coastal town famous for its beaches,
pumpkin festivals, and seafood restaurants.

Pescadero State Beach: Known for tide pools and hiking trails, perfect
for outdoor enthusiasts.

Filoli Historic House and Garden: A short drive inland, offering insight
into California's architectural and horticultural heritage.

Santa Cruz: Further south, a vibrant beach town with boardwalk amusement
parks and surf culture.



These destinations are easily reachable from the Stanford area via CA 1 and
provide excellent day-trip options for university visitors or residents.

Comparative Analysis: Stanford CA 1 versus
Alternative Routes

While CA 1 is celebrated for its scenic allure, travelers often weigh its
benefits against alternative inland routes such as US Highway 101 or
Interstate 280. The Stanford CA 1 guide presents an analytical comparison:

- **Scenery:** CA 1 offers unparalleled coastal vistas, contrasting with the
more urban and forested views along 101 and 280.
- **Travel Time:** Inland highways typically allow faster travel with higher
speed limits and fewer curves, making them suitable for commuters
prioritizing efficiency.
- **Traffic Patterns:** CA 1 experiences tourist-driven congestion during
weekends and holidays, whereas 101 and 280 face heavier daily commuter loads.
- **Road Conditions:** CA 1 is more susceptible to coastal weather impacts
and maintenance closures, while inland routes are generally more stable year-
round.

This comparative insight helps travelers decide based on their priorities,
such as sightseeing versus speed, or leisure versus routine commuting.

Pros and Cons of Traveling CA 1 Near Stanford

Pros:1.

Stunning natural beauty and unique coastal environments.

Access to diverse recreational and cultural sites.

Opportunities for photographic and outdoor activities.

Cons:2.

Potential for slower travel due to traffic and winding roads.

Vulnerability to weather-related disruptions like landslides.

Limited cell service in certain remote stretches.

Integrating Stanford CA 1 into Broader Travel



and Academic Experiences

The Stanford CA 1 guide is not solely for tourists; it also serves
educational purposes. Stanford University’s environmental science and urban
planning programs often utilize the highway corridor as a living laboratory
to study coastal erosion, habitat conservation, and sustainable
transportation models. For students and researchers, CA 1 represents a
tangible interface between human development and natural processes.

Moreover, the route’s cultural significance is reflected in local community
events and art installations that celebrate the California coast. This
enriches the experience for visitors who engage with the area beyond its
physical attributes.

In essence, Stanford CA 1 is emblematic of California’s broader narrative—a
complex interplay of innovation, nature, and heritage. Whether for a
leisurely drive, academic inquiry, or daily commute, understanding this
corridor through a comprehensive guide allows for more informed and
meaningful interactions with the region.

Stanford Ca 1 Guide

Find other PDF articles:
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-034/files?dataid=fWr62-7629&title=pogil-activities-for-biology-answ
ers.pdf

  stanford ca 1 guide: The Comparative Guide to American Suburbs David Garoogian, 2009 The
Comparative Guide to American Suburbs is a one-stop source for Statistics on the 2,000+ suburban
communities surrounding the 50 largest metropolitan areas - their population characteristics,
income levels, economy, school systems and important data on how they compare to one another.
Organized into 60 Metropolitan Area chapters, each chapter contains: Overview of the Metropolitan
Area, Detailed Map, Statistical Profile of each Suburban Community, Contact Information, Physical
Characteristics, Population Characteristics, Income & Economy, Unemployment Rate, Cost of Living,
Education, Chambers of Commerce and much more. Next, statistical data is sorted into Ranking
Tables that rank the suburbs by twenty different criteria, including Population, Per Capita Income,
Unemployment Rate, Crime Rate, Cost of living and more. These useful, easy-to-read tables allow for
quick and easy comparisons between suburbs. The Comparative Guide to American Suburbs is the
best source for locating data on suburbs. Those looking to relocate, as well as those doing
preliminary market research, will find this an invaluable, timesaving resource.
  stanford ca 1 guide: The Comparative Guide to American Suburbs Laura Mars-Proietti,
2007-06
  stanford ca 1 guide: A Guide to Research Collections of Former Members of the United States
House of Representatives, 1789-1987 Cynthia Pease Miller, 1988
  stanford ca 1 guide: The Julius Cahn-Gus Hill Theatrical Guide and Moving Picture
Directory , 1905
  stanford ca 1 guide: The Comparative Guide to American Suburbs , 2005
  stanford ca 1 guide: Guide to Research Collections of Former United States Senators,
1789-1995 Diane B. Boyle, 1995

http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-031/pdf?title=stanford-ca-1-guide.pdf&trackid=SUv99-5382
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-034/files?dataid=fWr62-7629&title=pogil-activities-for-biology-answers.pdf
http://142.93.153.27/archive-th-034/files?dataid=fWr62-7629&title=pogil-activities-for-biology-answers.pdf


  stanford ca 1 guide: Explorer's Guide Northern California (Explorer's Complete) Michele
Bigley, 2011-10-01 In addition to tourist attractions such as the Fisherman’s Wharf, this guide
presents the authentic Northern California experience. Explorer’s Guide Northern California offers
the most up-to-date information on the region, from Big Sur to Yosemite, north to the Oregon Border
while, urging travelers to understand the impact of their footprint on the land. With detailed
descriptions of lodging options, honest reviews of restaurants, from taco trucks to upscale bistros,
cultural attractions, natural wonders, recreation, transportation, history scattered throughout each
listing, over 100 photos, and maps, readers will feel like they are getting a tour around this beautiful
land from an old friend.
  stanford ca 1 guide: Explorer's Guide Northern California Michele Bigley, 2013-04-02 In
addition to tourist attractions such as the Fisherman's Wharf, this guide presents the authentic
Northern California experience.
  stanford ca 1 guide: Catalog of Copyright Entries, Third Series , 1953 The record of each
copyright registration listed in the Catalog includes a description of the work copyrighted and data
relating to the copyright claim (the name of the copyright claimant as given in the application for
registration, the copyright date, the copyright registration number, etc.).
  stanford ca 1 guide: The American Bibliopolist , 1871
  stanford ca 1 guide: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress. Copyright Office,
1967
  stanford ca 1 guide: Graduate School Admission Guide + GRE Mohammed Faisal Iftikhar,
2017-12-20 This book, the first in series of publications by TestExpert, has everything a future
graduate student may need: from recommendation letters and personal statement to quality and of
schools and graduate degrees, the book is a complete admission guide for MA/MS, PhD, MBA and
Law students.
  stanford ca 1 guide: National Library of Medicine Audiovisuals Catalog National Library
of Medicine (U.S.),
  stanford ca 1 guide: Average Monthly Weather Outlook , 1978
  stanford ca 1 guide: Monthly & Seasonal Weather Outlook , 1982
  stanford ca 1 guide: Boyle's court and country guide , 1873
  stanford ca 1 guide: 1906 San Francisco Earthquake Centennial Field Guides Carol S.
Prentice, 2006-01-01 The twenty field trip guides in this volume represent the work of earthquake
professionals from the earth science, engineering, and emergency management communities. The
guides were developed to cross the boundaries between these professions, and thus reflect this
diversity: trips focus on the built environment, the effects of the 1906 earthquake, the San Andreas
fault, and other active faults in northern California.
  stanford ca 1 guide: Sport, History, and Heritage Jeff Hill, Kevin Moore, Jason Wood, 2012
Sport is an integral part of British culture and an important aspect of modern life, but although its
importance has been recognised in academic history, in the growing and related fields of heritage
and museum studies it has yet to be fully appreciated and brought into interaction More...with
historical studies. Ideologically, sport and heritage both convey powerful messages, responsible for
shaping our understanding of sport, history, and the past; although they have essentially operated as
separate spheres, one important aspect of convergence between them is seen in the rise and
popularity of sports museums, the collecting of sporting art and memorabilia, and popular concern
over the demise of historic sports buildings and places. The essays in this volume look at sports
history as manifested in academic enquiry, museum exhibition and heritage sites. They deal among
other things with the public representation of sport and why it matters; its impact on public spheres;
the direction of sports heritage studies and what they should be attempting to achieve; the role of
museums in public history; and the place, memory and meaning in the historic sports landscape.
  stanford ca 1 guide: A Natural History of California Allan A. Schoenherr, 2017-07-03 In this
comprehensive and abundantly illustrated book, Allan A. Schoenherr describes the natural history of
California—a state with a greater range of landforms, a greater variety of habitats, and more kinds



of plants and animals than any area of equivalent size in all of North America. A Natural History of
California focuses on each distinctive region, addressing its climate, rocks, soil, plants, and animals.
The second edition of this classic work features updated species names and taxa, new details about
parks reclassified by federal and state agencies, new stories about modern human and animal
interaction, and a new epilogue on the impacts of climate change.
  stanford ca 1 guide: Christianity in China Xiaoxin Wu, 2015-07-17 Now revised and updated
to incorporate numerous new materials, this is the major source for researching American Christian
activity in China, especially that of missions and missionaries. It provides a thorough introduction
and guide to primary and secondary sources on Christian enterprises and individuals in China that
are preserved in hundreds of libraries, archives, historical societies, headquarters of religious
orders, and other repositories in the United States. It includes data from the beginnings of
Christianity in China in the early eighth century through 1952, when American missionary activity in
China virtually ceased. For this new edition, the institutional base has shifted from the Princeton
Theological Seminary (Protestant) to the Ricci Institute for Chinese-Western Cultural Relations at
the University of San Francisco (Jesuit), reflecting the ecumenical nature of this monumental
undertaking.

Related to stanford ca 1 guide
Stanford University At Stanford, our mission of discovery and learning is energized by a spirit of
optimism and possibility that dates to our founding. Here you’ll find a place of intellectual
expansiveness,
Academics – Stanford University Stanford offers a variety of educational and enrichment
opportunities for young children through high schoolers and community college students. Offerings
include STEM programs for all
Admission – Stanford University About 1,700 freshmen and 30 transfer students enroll at
Stanford each year. We review each applicant with an eye to academic excellence, intellectual
vitality, and personal context
Who We Are – Stanford University Stanford was founded in 1885 by California senator Leland
Stanford and his wife, Jane, “to promote the public welfare by exercising an influence in behalf of
humanity and civilization.”
Home | Learning for a Lifetime | Stanford Online Stanford Online offers learning opportunities
via free online courses, online degrees, grad and professional certificates, e-learning, and open
courses
Graduate Admissions Browse this website to learn about university-wide requirements and
processes for admission to MA, MS, PhD, and other non-professional graduate programs in the
following Stanford schools
Undergraduate Admission : Stanford University A Stanford Education is Possible. Stanford
offers comprehensive, need-based financial aid that makes it possible for all admitted undergraduate
students to attend — and we do not expect
Free Online Courses - Stanford Online Take courses from Stanford faculty and industry experts
at no cost to you,. Learn new skills and explore new and emerging topics
Home: Stanford Who Campus Map Help LPCH: Find a Doctor Stanford Hospital: Find a Physician
Stanford Web
Research – Stanford University Stanford’s robust and pioneering research ecosystem is supported
by a long-standing partnership between universities and the federal government. Thousands of
projects across campus and
Stanford University At Stanford, our mission of discovery and learning is energized by a spirit of
optimism and possibility that dates to our founding. Here you’ll find a place of intellectual
expansiveness,
Academics – Stanford University Stanford offers a variety of educational and enrichment
opportunities for young children through high schoolers and community college students. Offerings



include STEM programs for all
Admission – Stanford University About 1,700 freshmen and 30 transfer students enroll at
Stanford each year. We review each applicant with an eye to academic excellence, intellectual
vitality, and personal context
Who We Are – Stanford University Stanford was founded in 1885 by California senator Leland
Stanford and his wife, Jane, “to promote the public welfare by exercising an influence in behalf of
humanity and civilization.”
Home | Learning for a Lifetime | Stanford Online Stanford Online offers learning opportunities
via free online courses, online degrees, grad and professional certificates, e-learning, and open
courses
Graduate Admissions Browse this website to learn about university-wide requirements and
processes for admission to MA, MS, PhD, and other non-professional graduate programs in the
following Stanford schools
Undergraduate Admission : Stanford University A Stanford Education is Possible. Stanford
offers comprehensive, need-based financial aid that makes it possible for all admitted undergraduate
students to attend — and we do not expect
Free Online Courses - Stanford Online Take courses from Stanford faculty and industry experts
at no cost to you,. Learn new skills and explore new and emerging topics
Home: Stanford Who Campus Map Help LPCH: Find a Doctor Stanford Hospital: Find a Physician
Stanford Web
Research – Stanford University Stanford’s robust and pioneering research ecosystem is supported
by a long-standing partnership between universities and the federal government. Thousands of
projects across campus and
Stanford University At Stanford, our mission of discovery and learning is energized by a spirit of
optimism and possibility that dates to our founding. Here you’ll find a place of intellectual
expansiveness,
Academics – Stanford University Stanford offers a variety of educational and enrichment
opportunities for young children through high schoolers and community college students. Offerings
include STEM programs for all ages,
Admission – Stanford University About 1,700 freshmen and 30 transfer students enroll at
Stanford each year. We review each applicant with an eye to academic excellence, intellectual
vitality, and personal context
Who We Are – Stanford University Stanford was founded in 1885 by California senator Leland
Stanford and his wife, Jane, “to promote the public welfare by exercising an influence in behalf of
humanity and civilization.”
Home | Learning for a Lifetime | Stanford Online Stanford Online offers learning opportunities
via free online courses, online degrees, grad and professional certificates, e-learning, and open
courses
Graduate Admissions Browse this website to learn about university-wide requirements and
processes for admission to MA, MS, PhD, and other non-professional graduate programs in the
following Stanford schools
Undergraduate Admission : Stanford University A Stanford Education is Possible. Stanford
offers comprehensive, need-based financial aid that makes it possible for all admitted undergraduate
students to attend — and we do not expect
Free Online Courses - Stanford Online Take courses from Stanford faculty and industry experts
at no cost to you,. Learn new skills and explore new and emerging topics
Home: Stanford Who Campus Map Help LPCH: Find a Doctor Stanford Hospital: Find a Physician
Stanford Web
Research – Stanford University Stanford’s robust and pioneering research ecosystem is supported
by a long-standing partnership between universities and the federal government. Thousands of
projects across campus and



Back to Home: http://142.93.153.27

http://142.93.153.27

