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**Politics as a Vocation Max Weber: Understanding the Ethos of Political
Leadership**

politics as a vocation max weber is more than just a phrase; it is a profound
exploration into the nature of political leadership and the responsibilities
that come with wielding power. Max Weber, one of the most influential
sociologists and political economists of the early 20th century, delved deep
into what it truly means to engage in politics as a calling or profession.
His insights continue to resonate today, shedding light on the ethics,
motivations, and challenges faced by those who choose politics as their path.

The Origins of "Politics as a Vocation"

Max Weber delivered his famous lecture, "Politics as a Vocation," in 1919
during a turbulent period in German history. Post-World War I Germany was
grappling with the collapse of the monarchy and the birth of the Weimar
Republic. In this context, Weber sought to clarify what it meant to take up
politics not just as a career but as a profound responsibility tied to
leadership and public service.

The lecture distinguished politics from other professions by emphasizing that
it was a calling where the stakes involved the fate of entire communities,
nations, and even humanity. Weber’s analysis was not merely academic; it was
a call for serious reflection on the nature of power and ethical commitment.

Max Weber’s Definition of Politics

At the heart of Weber’s argument lies his definition of politics: the pursuit
and exercise of power over a community. He famously stated that the state is
the entity that holds the monopoly on the legitimate use of physical force
within a given territory. In this way, politics is fundamentally about
power—who wields it, how it is legitimized, and what it is used for.

However, Weber also makes it clear that politics is not just about power for
power’s sake. Rather, it is about the responsibility that comes with
leadership. Political actors must navigate complex ethical dilemmas,
balancing personal convictions with pragmatic considerations.

The Ethics of Conviction vs. The Ethics of



Responsibility

One of Weber’s most enduring contributions in "Politics as a Vocation" is his
distinction between two types of ethics:

- **Ethics of Conviction (Gesinnungsethik):** Acting according to one’s
personal beliefs and principles without compromise.
- **Ethics of Responsibility (Verantwortungsethik):** Considering the
consequences of one’s actions and making pragmatic choices to achieve
realistic outcomes.

Weber argued that successful political leaders must combine both ethics. They
need passion and conviction to inspire their followers but must temper this
with a sober understanding of the real-world implications of their decisions.
This balance remains a crucial lesson for anyone studying political
leadership today.

The Role of Charisma in Political Leadership

Another key theme in Weber’s work is the role of charisma. He identified
three types of legitimate authority: traditional, legal-rational, and
charismatic. Politics as a vocation, particularly in times of crisis or
transformation, often relies on charismatic leaders who can inspire and
mobilize people through personal appeal rather than established institutions
or laws.

Charisma, according to Weber, is a double-edged sword. While it can energize
political movements and bring about significant change, it can also lead to
authoritarianism if left unchecked. Understanding this dynamic helps modern
readers grasp the complexities of leadership styles and the potential risks
inherent in political charisma.

Weber’s Insights on Bureaucracy and Politics

Weber was also deeply interested in bureaucracy’s role in modern politics. He
saw bureaucratic administration as a defining feature of contemporary
governance—efficient, rational, and rule-bound. However, he warned that
bureaucracy could depersonalize politics, turning it into a technical
exercise devoid of ethical passion or charisma.

Politics as a vocation, therefore, requires navigating the tension between
bureaucratic efficiency and the need for moral and political leadership.
Politicians must operate within institutional frameworks while retaining the
capacity to make bold, value-driven decisions.



Why "Politics as a Vocation" Still Matters
Today

In a world where political cynicism and disenchantment seem rampant,
revisiting Weber’s "Politics as a Vocation" offers valuable insights. It
reminds us that politics is not merely about winning elections or gaining
power but about serving the public good with dedication and integrity.

Modern political leaders face challenges Weber could only partly anticipate:
globalization, digital communication, and increasingly complex social
dynamics. Yet, his emphasis on the ethics of responsibility and the need for
genuine commitment remains strikingly relevant.

Applying Weber’s Ideas in Contemporary Politics

- **Understanding Political Motivation:** Weber’s framework helps us analyze
what drives politicians—whether it is ambition, ideology, or a true sense of
public service.
- **Balancing Idealism and Pragmatism:** His ethics of conviction versus
responsibility offer guidance for navigating policy decisions that require
both moral clarity and practical compromise.
- **Recognizing the Limits of Bureaucracy:** Politicians and citizens alike
can appreciate the value of bureaucracy for stability while remaining
vigilant against its potential to stifle innovation and ethical leadership.
- **Evaluating Leadership Styles:** The concept of charismatic authority
encourages us to critically assess leaders who rely heavily on personal
appeal, ensuring they do not undermine democratic institutions.

Max Weber's Legacy in Political Science and
Sociology

Weber’s "Politics as a Vocation" is not just a historical artifact; it is a
foundational text that continues to influence political science, sociology,
and leadership studies. His nuanced view of power, authority, and ethics
challenges simplistic notions of politics and encourages ongoing reflection
on the responsibilities of those who govern.

For students, scholars, and practitioners of politics, engaging with Weber’s
ideas fosters a deeper appreciation of the complexities involved in political
life. It pushes us to think beyond slogans and electoral tactics toward a
more profound understanding of what it means to serve as a political actor.

As we navigate the challenges of the 21st century—from political polarization
to global crises—Max Weber’s insights into politics as a vocation offer
enduring wisdom. They remind us that politics, at its best, is a serious,



demanding calling that requires courage, ethical reflection, and an
unwavering commitment to the common good.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Max Weber's 'Politics as
a Vocation'?
In 'Politics as a Vocation,' Max Weber argues that politics is a profession
defined by the pursuit and exercise of power, particularly the legitimate
monopoly on the use of physical force within a given territory. He emphasizes
the ethical tension between passion, responsibility, and a sense of
proportion in political leadership.

How does Max Weber distinguish between a
'politician' and a 'bureaucrat' in 'Politics as a
Vocation'?
Weber distinguishes a politician as someone who lives 'for' politics,
characterized by passion and commitment to political goals, whereas a
bureaucrat lives 'off' politics, performing administrative tasks with
technical competence but without political passion or responsibility.

What are the three types of legitimate political
authority according to Max Weber in 'Politics as a
Vocation'?
Weber identifies three types of legitimate authority: traditional authority
(based on customs and established beliefs), charismatic authority (based on
the personal qualities and leadership of an individual), and legal-rational
authority (based on formal rules and laws).

How does Max Weber describe the ethical challenges
faced by politicians in 'Politics as a Vocation'?
Weber highlights the conflict between the 'ethic of conviction' (acting
according to one's principles) and the 'ethic of responsibility' (considering
the consequences of one's actions). He argues that successful politicians
must balance these ethics to govern effectively and responsibly.

Why is the concept of the 'monopoly of violence'
central in Weber's 'Politics as a Vocation'?
The 'monopoly of violence' refers to the state's exclusive right to use or



authorize physical force within its territory. Weber sees this monopoly as
fundamental to the definition of politics and the state, distinguishing it
from other social institutions and legitimizing political authority.

Additional Resources
**Politics as a Vocation: Max Weber’s Enduring Insights into Political
Leadership**

politics as a vocation max weber stands as a seminal work that continues to
influence contemporary political theory and sociology. Delivered as a lecture
in 1918, Max Weber’s exploration of politics transcends mere governance to
probe the very nature of political leadership, authority, and the ethical
dilemmas inherent in the pursuit of power. This article offers an analytical
review of Weber’s key arguments, situating them within the broader discourse
on political science while leveraging relevant keywords such as political
ethics, leadership, authority, and bureaucratic governance to enhance
understanding.

Understanding Politics as a Vocation

Max Weber’s lecture, often translated as "Politics as a Vocation," delves
into what defines the essence of politics beyond its institutional framework.
For Weber, politics is not simply an occupation or a profession; it is a
calling that demands a unique combination of passion, responsibility, and a
sense of proportion. The phrase “vocation” underscores the idea that
political engagement requires a commitment that is almost spiritual or moral
in nature.

Weber’s work emerged during a turbulent period, marked by the aftermath of
World War I and the collapse of the German Empire. This context deeply
influenced his analysis, prompting a realistic and sometimes sobering view of
political life. His insights into political leadership and authority remain
relevant today, particularly in debates about political legitimacy, the role
of the state, and the ethics of governance.

The Concept of Authority and Legitimate Power

One of Weber’s most influential contributions in "Politics as a Vocation" is
his typology of authority, which remains foundational in political sociology.
Weber categorizes legitimate authority into three types:

Traditional authority: Power derived from established customs and long-
standing practices.



Charismatic authority: Leadership based on the personal qualities and
extraordinary charisma of an individual.

Legal-rational authority: Authority anchored in a system of laws and
bureaucratic rules.

These forms of authority provide a framework for understanding why
individuals or institutions hold power and how that power is maintained. In
modern democratic states, legal-rational authority is predominant, relying on
codified laws and institutional legitimacy rather than personal charisma or
tradition.

The Ethical Dimension of Political Leadership

Weber’s lecture is particularly noted for its exploration of the ethical
challenges that politicians face. He famously distinguishes between the
“ethic of conviction” (Gesinnungsethik) and the “ethic of responsibility”
(Verantwortungsethik). The ethic of conviction refers to adherence to
absolute principles regardless of outcomes, while the ethic of responsibility
involves pragmatic consideration of consequences.

This duality remains a central tension in political leadership. Leaders must
balance moral ideals with practical realities, often making difficult
decisions that may conflict with personal beliefs. Weber warns against the
dangers of ignoring either ethical stance, advocating for a nuanced approach
that recognizes the complexity of political action.

Political Leadership and the Role of Passion

Weber argued that effective political leadership requires a combination of
passion, a sense of proportion, and a feeling of responsibility. Passion
fuels commitment and energy, but without a sense of proportion, it can lead
to fanaticism. Similarly, responsibility grounds the leader in the realities
of power and its consequences.

This triad remains relevant in analyzing contemporary political figures. In
an era dominated by media spectacle and populist rhetoric, Weber’s insistence
on balancing passion with responsibility offers a critical framework for
evaluating leaders’ effectiveness and ethical standing.

Bureaucracy and the Modern State

Another aspect of Weber’s analysis in “Politics as a Vocation” concerns the



rise of bureaucracy as the defining feature of modern governance. Weber saw
bureaucracy as both a source of efficiency and a potential threat to freedom.
The rational-legal authority embodied by bureaucratic institutions ensures
predictable governance but can also lead to rigid, impersonal administration.

This tension between bureaucratic rationality and political ethics continues
to resonate, particularly in discussions about administrative accountability,
transparency, and democratic participation. Weber’s insights help explain why
bureaucratic states often struggle with balancing efficiency and democratic
responsiveness.

Relevance of “Politics as a Vocation” in
Contemporary Political Discourse

Max Weber’s lecture offers a timeless reflection on the nature of politics,
emphasizing the complexities and moral ambiguities inherent in political
life. In today’s global political landscape, characterized by polarization,
populism, and institutional challenges, Weber’s framework aids in dissecting
the motivations behind political behavior and the structures that sustain
authority.

For scholars and practitioners, revisiting “Politics as a Vocation” provides
a lens through which to assess political legitimacy and leadership qualities.
It invites an ongoing dialogue about the responsibilities of those who hold
power and the ethical frameworks they employ.

Comparative Perspectives: Weber and Modern Political
Thought

When compared to other political theorists such as Machiavelli or Hannah
Arendt, Weber’s emphasis on the interplay between ethics and pragmatism
distinguishes his approach. While Machiavelli famously prioritizes power and
strategy, Weber acknowledges the necessity of moral reflection. Unlike
Arendt, who focuses on the public realm and action, Weber centers his
analysis on the personal qualities and ethical dilemmas of the political
actor.

This comparative perspective enriches the understanding of political
leadership as a multidimensional vocation, highlighting the intellectual
depth and practical relevance of Weber’s contribution.

Pros and Cons of Weber’s Political Ethic



Pros: Offers a realistic and nuanced view of political leadership;
highlights the importance of ethical responsibility; provides a clear
typology of authority that aids institutional analysis.

Cons: Some critics argue that Weber’s framework may overemphasize
individual agency over structural factors; his concept of charisma can
be difficult to operationalize in empirical research.

Despite these critiques, Weber’s analysis remains a cornerstone for both
political scientists and sociologists seeking to understand the vocation of
politics in a complex and evolving world.

The enduring influence of “Politics as a Vocation” lies in its ability to
provoke reflection about the nature of power, the ethical burdens of
leadership, and the institutional contexts that shape political action. As
political landscapes continue to shift, revisiting Weber’s insights offers
valuable guidance for navigating the challenges of governance and public
service with integrity and pragmatism.
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Vocation' stand as the classic formulations of his positions on two related subjects that go to the
heart of his thought: the nature and status of science and its claims to authority; and the nature and
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how, as Weber put it, in the West alone there have appeared cultural manifestations [that seem to]
go in the direction of universal significance and validity.
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Political Vocations Max Weber, 2008 Annotation This is the first edition in any language of all of
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written between 1908 and 1920. Since these writings are of more than historical interest, there was
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vocations to each other conceptually, showing that there is considerable overlap and some
convergence: the need for passion, an inward calling, as well as career insecurity both vocations.
Dreijmanis then examines the person of Weber and provides a new view of him, in part through the
lens of Carl C. Jung's theory of psychological types as further developed by the Myers-Briggs Type
Indicator (MBTI). As an extravert with a powerful thinking function and intellect, he was driven to
take an interest in events outside himself and to speak his mind. Coming after a long line of
introverted German philosophers, he was a phenomenon. The new translations, by Gordon C. Wells,
are more faithful to Weber's style of expression, and they correct an accumulation of errors of
previous translations in the oft-translated essays on Politics and Science. Contains Glossary,
Bibliography, Names Index, Subject Index.
  politics as a vocation max weber: An Analysis of Max Weber's Politics as a Vocation Tom
McClean, Jason Xidias, William Brett, 2017-07-05 German sociologist Max Weber’s 1919 lecture
Politics as a Vocation is widely regarded as a masterpiece of political theory and sociology. Its
central strength lies in Weber’s deployment of masterful interpretative skills to power his discussion
of modern politics. Interpretation involves understanding both the meaning of evidence and the
meaning of terms – questioning definitions, clarifying terms and processes, and supplying good,
clear definitions of the author’s own. As a sociologist accustomed to working with historical
evidence, Weber based his own work on precisely these skills, solidly backed up by analytical acuity.
Politics as a Vocation, written in a Germany shocked by its crippling defeat in World War I, saw
Weber turn his eye to an examination of how the modern nation state emerged, and the different
ways in which it can be run – interpreting and defining the different types of rule that are possible. It
is testament to Weber’s interpretative skills that Politics is famous above all in sociological circles
for its clear definition of a state as an institution that claims “the monopoly of legitimate physical
violence” in a given territory.
  politics as a vocation max weber: Max Weber & Democratic Politics Peter Breiner, 1996
Breiner demonstrates the tension between the subjective and objective dimensions of Weber's logic
of rationality, and describes how Weber exploits this tension in judging the feasibility of social and
political forms such as socialism, radical democracy, capitalism, and the nation.
  politics as a vocation max weber: The Social Scientist as Public Intellectual Charles F.
Gattone, 2006-03-14 In The Social Scientist as Public Intellectual, Charles Gattone addresses the
question of the public role of the social scientist by reviewing the work of several key social thinkers,
from Max Weber to Pierre Bourdieu. Drawing on the analyses of these scholars, Gattone argues that
although political and economic institutions continue to influence the course of academic knowledge,
opportunities remain for social scientists to act independently of these constraints, and approach
their work as public intellectuals.
  politics as a vocation max weber: Max Weber's , 2019
  politics as a vocation max weber: Combating Corruption, Encouraging Ethics William L.
Richter, Frances Burke, 2007-01-23 Ethical foundations : virtue, consequence, principle --
Responsibility and accountability -- Twenty-first century challenges : global dimensions/changing
boundaries -- Understanding fraud, waste, and corrupt practices -- Graft, bribery, and conflict of
interest -- Lying, cheating, and deception -- Privacy, secrecy, and confidentiality -- Abuse of authority
and administrative evil--Establishing expectations, providing guidelines, and building trust --
Transparency, whistle blowing, and dissent -- Compliance, oversight, and sanctions -- Leadership
and individual responsibility : encouraging ethics.
  politics as a vocation max weber: Political Conduct Mark Philp, 2007-04-15 Philp explores
how political processes and practices shape political values like liberty, justice, equality, and
democracy. Mining the history of political episodes and political thinkers, including Caesar and
Machiavelli, Philp argues that through political activity “values are articulated and embraced, and
they become powerful motivating forces.”
  politics as a vocation max weber: Max Weber and the Moral Dimensions of Politics as a
Vocation Geneviève Brassard, 2012 Weber's discussion of ethics in his famous lecture (and then



essay) Politics as a Vocation (1919) clearly indicates that two possible ethical stances, the ethic of
conviction and the ethic of responsibility, are rooted in 'distinct and irreconcilably opposed
principles'. Throughout Politics as a Vocation, it is the ethic of responsibility that appears to be
endorsed by Weber as suited for political life. Yet, Weber concludes his essay by claiming that a
combined ethic is ideal for a political vocation. This makes Weber's position regarding the ideal
ethical stance for a man who has a 'true political calling' appear contradictory: the ethics are
opposites but somehow to be combined. Commentators have mostly concluded that, for Weber, the
ethic of responsibility is the ideal ethic for politics. That appears further in accord with the fact that
a key concern of the speech in its historical context was to warn political students of the dangers
associated with an ethic of conviction. Weber, as a realist, was especially critical of a stance that
disregarded the corrupted nature of the world, which the ethic of responsibility alone seems to
accept. Politicians with single-minded convictions were responsible for Germany's political
stalemate, supporting the fact that the ethic of conviction should not be deemed acceptable in
politics. And yet there is much this position neglects by opting for only one of the two ethics, by
concluding that only the ethic of responsibility is appropriate for political vocation. My thesis offers
something different; something I admit is ambitious. What I propose is the synthesis of the
opposition, of finding a way to combine the two irreconcilably opposed ethics.
  politics as a vocation max weber: Regarding Politics Harry Eckstein, 2023-04-28 This title is
part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s
mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact.
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1992.
  politics as a vocation max weber: The Oxford Handbook of Max Weber Dr. Edith Hanke,
Dr. Lawrence A. Scaff, Dr. Sam Whimster, 2019-12-04 Active at the time when the social sciences
were founded, Max Weber's social theory contributed significantly to a wide range of fields and
disciplines. Considering his prominence, it makes sense to take stock of the Weberian heritage and
to explore the ways in which Weber's work and ideas have contributed to our understanding of the
modern world. Using his work as a point of departure, The Oxford Handbook of Max Weber
investigates the Weberian legacy today, identifying the enduring problems and themes associated
with his thought that have contemporary significance: the nature of modern capitalism, neo-liberal
global economic policy, nationalism, religion and secularization, threats to legality, the culture of
modernity, bureaucratic rule and leadership, politics and ethics, the value of science, power and
inequality. These problems are global in scope, and the Weberian approach has been used to
address them in very different societies. Thus, the Handbook also features chapters on Europe,
Turkey, Islam, Judaism, China, India, and international politics. The Handbook emphasizes the use
and application of Weber's ideas. It offers a journey through the intellectual terrain that scholars
continue to explore using the tools and perspectives of Weberian analysis. The essays explore how
Weber's concepts, hypotheses, and perspectives have been applied in practice, and how they can be
applied in the future in social inquiry, not only in Europe and North America, but globally. The
volume is divided into six parts exploring, in turn: Capitalism in a Globalized World, Society and
Social Structure, Politics and the State, Religion, Culture, and Science and Knowledge.
  politics as a vocation max weber: The Routledge International Handbook on Max Weber
Alan Sica, 2022-09-20 This book explores the latest thinking about Max Weber and his continuing
influence on theoretical and empirical interests today. Bringing together the work of leading
scholars from a variety of disciplines, it illuminates Weber’s thought in a number of key areas,
including the methodology and philosophy of social science, comparative religion, the rationalization
process, political sociology, the sociology of law, and the Protestant ethic and the development of
capitalism. An international collection that demonstrates the enduring importance of Weber’s
thought to contemporary sociology and the discipline’s major concerns, The Routledge International
Handbook on Max Weber will appeal to scholars in a range of disciplines, including sociology, social
theory, politics, philosophy, law, and international relations.



  politics as a vocation max weber: Nation and State in Max Weber Jack Barbalet,
2023-02-28 This book shows how Max Weber’s perceptions of the social and political world he
inhabited in Wilhelmine Germany were characterized by a nationalist commitment which coloured
practically every aspect of his thought, including his social scientific writings and the formulations
they expound. Exploring the consequences of Weber’s ardent nationalism in a manner seldom
acknowledged in existing scholarship, it considers the alignment of his commitment to liberalism
and democracy with his devotion to the ideal of the German people as an ethno-racial community
supported by a power-state, with the purpose of realizing the national interest of future generations
of Germans. Through an analysis of a range of texts, the author contends that Weber’s liberalism is
not based on universalistic principles and that Weber considered the liberty he espoused to play an
important role in securing the position of a political elite trained in parliamentary institutions, which
are used to shape the citizenry in the pursuit of a patriotic commitment to an expansionist, imperial
state. It will therefore appeal to scholars with interests in the history of sociology and classical social
theory.
  politics as a vocation max weber: An Ethic of Responsibility in International Relations Daniel
Warner, 1991 Questioning many of the traditional assumptions found in discussions of ethics in
international relations, Warner introduces a new way of thinking about moral responsibility and
invites reflection on the nature of communities and states.
  politics as a vocation max weber: Max Weber's Politics of Civil Society Sung Ho Kim,
2004-06-07 This book is an in-depth interpretation of Max Weber as a political theorist of civil
society. On the one hand, it reads Weber's ideas from the perspective of modern political thought,
rather than the modern social sciences; on the other, it offers a liberal assessment of this complex
political thinker without attempting to apologize for his shortcomings. Through an alternative
reading of Weber's religious, epistemological and political writings, the book shows Weber's concern
with public citizenship in a modern mass democracy and civil society as its cultivating ground. Kim
argues Weber's political thought, thus recast, was deeply informed by Kant, Hegel, Nietzsche and
other German political thinkers and also reveals an affinity to the liberal-republican tradition best
represented by Mill and Tocqueville. Kim has effectively resuscitated Weber as a political thinker for
our time in which civic virtues and civil society have once again become one of the dominant issues.
  politics as a vocation max weber: Max Weber and Postmodern Theory N. Gane, 2002-04-09
This book explores the contemporary nature of Max Weber's work by looking in detail at his key
concepts of rationalization and disenchantment. Thematic parallels are drawn between Weber's
rationalization thesis and the critiques of contemporary culture developed by Jean-Francois Lyotard,
Michel Foucault and Jean Baudrillard. It is suggested that these three 'postmoden' thinkers develop
and respond to Weber's analysis of modernity by pursuing radical strategies of affirmation and
re-enchantment. Examining the work of these three key thinkers in this way casts new light both on
postmodern theory and on Weber's sociology of rationalization.
  politics as a vocation max weber: Max Weber's Theory of Modernity Michael Symonds,
2016-03-03 This book illuminates an important dimension of the work of Max Weber. Weber’s theory
of meaning and modernity is articulated through an understanding of his account of the way in
which the pursuit of meaning in the modern world has been shaped by the loss of Western religion
and how such pursuit gives sense to the phenomena of human suffering and death. Through a close,
scholarly reading of Weber’s extensive writings and Vocation Lectures, the author explores the
concepts of ’paradox’ and ’brotherliness’ as found in Weber’s work, in order to offer an original
exposition of Weber’s actual theory of how meaning and meaninglessness work in the modern world.
In addition to making a substantial and highly original contribution to the sociology of modernity,
the book applies the theory of meaning extracted from Weber’s thought, addressing the claim that
Weber’s work has been rendered out-dated by the supposed re-enchantment of the modern world, as
well as discussing the ways this theory can contribute to our understanding of the development of
specific forms of modernity. A rigorous examination of the thought of one of the most important
figures in classical sociology, this volume will appeal to scholars of sociology, social theory and



philosophy with interests in modernity, Weber and the concept of meaning.
  politics as a vocation max weber: Trump and Political Philosophy Angel Jaramillo Torres,
Marc Benjamin Sable, 2018-06-12 This book aims to recover from ancient and modern thinkers
valuable arguments about statesmanship, leadership, and tyranny which illuminate reassessments of
political science and practice after the election of Donald Trump. Like almost everyone else,
contemporary political scientists were blind-sided by the rise of Trump. No one expected a candidate
to win who repeatedly violated both political norms and the conventional wisdom about campaign
best practices. Yet many of the puzzles that Trump’s rise presents have been examined by the great
political philosophers of the past. For example, it would come as no surprise to Plato that by its very
emphasis on popularity, democracy creates the potential for tyranny via demagoguery. And, perhaps
no problem is more alien to empirical political science than asking if statesmanship entails virtue or
if so, in what that virtue consists: This is a theme treated by Plato, Aristotle, and Machiavelli, among
others. Covering a range of thinkers such as Confucius, Plutarch, Kant, Tocqueville, and Deleuze, the
essays in this book then seek to place the rise of Trump and the nature of his political authority
within a broader institutional context than is possible for mainstream political science.
  politics as a vocation max weber: The Right to Resist Mario Wenning, Thomas Byrne,
2023-01-12 While the idea of total revolution seems anachronistic today, there is increasing
consensus about the importance of new forms of political, ethical, and aesthetic resistance. In the
past, resistance was often motivated as a form of protest against specific institutions. Increasingly,
dissent has become integrated into the fabric of modern life. This volume addresses new forms of
resistance at a level that combines a rootedness in the philosophical tradition and a sensitivity to
rethinking the possibility of emancipation in today's age. The work focuses on contemporary social
and political philosophy from a perspective informed by critical theory. The text specifically
addresses three challenges. (1) Critical theorists need to investigate in which ways resistance,
conformism, and oppression oppose and constitute each other. (2) The relationship between the
theory and the practice of resistance needs to be posed anew, given recent protest movements and
media of protest. (3) It needs to be shown in which ways different areas of society such as the arts,
religion and social media establish divergent practices of resistance. The chapters are written by
scholars from Asia, Europe and North America. These experts in resistance discourse focus on
practices of dissent ranging from traditional forms of civil disobedience, to more recent practices
such as guerrilla protest, art, and resistance in digital networks, including social media. What unites
them is a shared concern for the dimensions of political acts of resistance in an age that is
characterized by a tendency to integrate and thereby neutralize those very acts.
  politics as a vocation max weber: Passage to Manhattan Lopamudra Basu, Cynthia
Leenerts, 2009-10-02 Passage to Manhattan: Critical Essays on Meena Alexander is a unique
compendium of scholarship on South Asian American writer Meena Alexander, who is recognized as
one of the most influential and innovative contemporary South Asian American poets. Her poetry,
memoirs, and fiction occupy a unique locus at the intersection of postcolonial and US multicultural
studies. This anthology examines the importance of her contribution to both fields. It is the first
sustained analysis of the entire Alexander oeuvre, employing a diverse array of critical
methodologies. Drawing on feminist, Marxist, cultural studies, trauma studies, contemporary
poetics, phenomenology, and psychoanalysis, the collection features fifteen chapters and an
Afterword, by well-established scholars of postcolonial and Asian American literature like Roshni
Rustomji, May Joseph, Anindyo Roy, and Amritjit Singh, as well as by emerging scholars like Ronaldo
Wilson, Parvinder Mehta, and Kazim Ali. The contributors offer insights on nearly all of Alexander’s
major works, and the volume achieves a balance between Alexander’s diverse genres, covering the
spectrum from early works like Nampally Road to her forthcoming book The Poetics of Dislocation.
The essays engage with a variety of debates in postcolonial, feminist, and US multicultural studies,
as well as providing many nuanced and detailed readings of Alexander’s mutli-layered texts.
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