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Mississippi State Mascot History: From Bulldogs to Maroon and White Pride

mississippi state mascot history is a fascinating journey that mirrors the deep-rooted
traditions and evolving spirit of Mississippi State University (MSU). For fans, alumni, and
sports enthusiasts alike, understanding the origins and transformations of MSU’s mascot
offers a richer appreciation of the school’s identity and its passionate community. The
mascot is more than just a symbol at games—it embodies the heart and soul of the
Bulldogs, the tenacity of the athletic teams, and the pride of the entire university.

Origins of Mississippi State’s Mascot

The story of Mississippi State’s mascot begins in the early 20th century when the university
was establishing its athletic programs. Back then, the teams were commonly referred to by
various nicknames, but none had the lasting impact of the Bulldog. The nickname
“Bulldogs” emerged organically due to the grit and determination displayed by the
university’s athletes, which resonated with the bulldog’s reputation for tenacity.

Why the Bulldog?

Choosing a bulldog as a mascot wasn’t random. Bulldogs have long been associated with
qualities like courage, loyalty, and steadfastness—traits that aligned perfectly with the
university’s athletic philosophy. The mascot became a rallying figure, inspiring players and
fans to embody these attributes on and off the field.

Early Mascot Appearances

In the early days, Mississippi State did not have a physical mascot costume. Instead, the
mascot was represented through logos, banners, and the occasional live dog brought to
games. These live mascots were beloved by the student body and helped deepen the
emotional connection between the team and its supporters.

The Evolution of the Live Mascot Tradition

The tradition of live mascots at Mississippi State is one of the most cherished aspects of the
school’s mascot history. The live Bulldog mascots, affectionately known as “Bully,” have
appeared at games since the 1930s, becoming one of the most recognized mascots in
college sports.



Bully I to Bully VI: The Lineage of Live Mascots

Over the decades, MSU has had a series of live Bulldog mascots, each carrying the Bully
name with a Roman numeral suffix to denote their place in history. Here’s a look at some of
the notable live mascots:

Bully I: The first official live mascot, introduced in the 1930s, set the precedent for
future Bulldogs.

Bully II-IV: Successive mascots that helped solidify the presence of a live dog at
games, increasing fan enthusiasm.

Bully V: Served during the late 20th century and became a campus celebrity.

Bully VI: The current mascot, known for his energetic presence at home games and
community events.

Each Bully mascot is a male English Bulldog, selected not only for their breed’s symbolic
qualities but also for their calm demeanor and ability to engage with fans in high-energy
environments.

The Role of the Live Mascot Today

Today, Bully VI and his predecessors are more than just game-day entertainers. They
participate in university events, charity functions, and community outreach programs,
making them ambassadors of Mississippi State pride beyond the athletic fields. Their
presence helps foster a sense of unity among students, alumni, and fans.

Costumed Mascots and Fan Engagement

Alongside the live mascot tradition, Mississippi State has embraced costumed mascots to
enhance fan interaction, especially during basketball games and other sporting events
where a live dog may not be practical.

Introduction of Costumed Mascots

The introduction of a costumed Bulldog mascot allowed for greater mobility and
engagement with fans. This mascot can perform stunts, dance routines, and interact with
crowds, bringing an added layer of excitement to the game-day atmosphere.



Maroon and White Pride

In addition to the Bulldog, the university’s maroon and white colors are proudly displayed
through spirited cheers, banners, and mascot uniforms. The colors symbolize Mississippi
State’s heritage and serve as a visual representation of school spirit.

The Impact of Mississippi State’s Mascot on
School Culture

The mascot’s influence extends far beyond athletics. It plays a pivotal role in uniting the
campus community, fostering school pride, and enhancing the overall college experience.

Building Traditions and Memories

From the first time a student sees Bully on the sidelines to the annual traditions involving
the mascot, these experiences create lifelong memories. Tailgate parties, pep rallies, and
homecoming events often revolve around the mascot, making it a central figure in
university life.

Marketing and Branding

Mississippi State’s mascot also serves a strategic role in marketing and branding. The
Bulldog image is emblazoned on merchandise, apparel, and promotional materials, helping
to boost the university’s visibility and appeal to prospective students and fans nationwide.

Interesting Facts About Mississippi State’s
Mascot History

Mississippi State’s mascot history is filled with intriguing anecdotes and unique traditions
that often surprise even the most avid fans.

MSU’s live mascot tradition is one of the longest-running in NCAA history.

The live Bulldogs have their own dedicated caretakers, known as “mascot handlers,”
who train and care for them full-time.

During away games, the live mascot’s presence is sometimes represented by a
costumed version or a symbolic item to maintain the Bulldog spirit.

The mascot has appeared in numerous promotional campaigns and community



outreach efforts, symbolizing Mississippi State’s commitment to service.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Mississippi State’s
Mascot

As Mississippi State University continues to grow and evolve, so too will its mascot
traditions. The university remains committed to honoring its rich mascot history while
adapting to the needs and interests of future generations.

Technological advancements such as augmented reality and social media engagement are
expected to play a larger role in how the mascot interacts with fans both on and off
campus. However, the core values represented by the Bulldog—the courage, loyalty, and
pride—will undoubtedly remain at the heart of MSU’s identity.

The Mississippi State mascot history is a testament to the enduring power of symbols in
collegiate sports and community spirit. Whether through the loyal live Bulldogs or the
energetic costumed mascot, the Bulldog continues to inspire and unite the Maroon and
White faithful season after season.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official mascot of Mississippi State
University?
The official mascot of Mississippi State University is Bully, an English Bulldog.

When was the first live Bully mascot introduced at
Mississippi State?
The first live Bully mascot was introduced at Mississippi State University in 1964.

How did Mississippi State's mascot get the name
'Bully'?
The name 'Bully' originated from Mississippi State's nickname as the 'Bulldogs,' and the live
mascot was named Bully to embody the team's spirit and tenacity.

Has Mississippi State always had a live mascot?
Mississippi State has used a live Bulldog mascot since the 1960s, but the concept of a
mascot dates back to the early 20th century when the team was first nicknamed the
Bulldogs.



Are there any traditions associated with the Mississippi
State mascot?
Yes, one tradition is the appearance of Bully at football games and other athletic events,
where the mascot engages with fans and represents school spirit.

How many different live Bully mascots has Mississippi
State had over the years?
Mississippi State has had multiple generations of live Bully mascots, typically numbered in
succession, such as Bully I, Bully II, and so forth, with more than a dozen in total over the
decades.

Additional Resources
Mississippi State Mascot History: A Chronicle of Tradition and Identity

mississippi state mascot history traces the evolution of one of college football’s most
recognized and beloved symbols. The journey of Mississippi State University's mascots
reflects not only the school’s athletic spirit but also broader cultural and regional narratives
tied to the institution. From early nicknames to the iconic “Bully” Bulldog, the mascot
history at Mississippi State offers insight into how collegiate symbols shape identity, fan
engagement, and tradition over decades.

The Origins of Mississippi State's Mascots

The story of Mississippi State’s mascots begins long before the official adoption of the
Bulldog. Originally known as the Mississippi A&M College, the institution’s teams were often
referred to by various nicknames, with little consistency. The early 20th century saw teams
called the Aggies, a nod to the school’s agricultural roots, which was a common trend
among land-grant universities. This agricultural identity was a significant part of the
school’s culture, yet it lacked a distinctive mascot that fans could rally behind.

In the 1930s, the need for a unifying emblem became apparent. School spirit and identity in
collegiate sports were becoming increasingly tied to mascots, which served as rallying
points and marketing tools. It was during this period that the Bulldog began to emerge as a
symbol for Mississippi State.

The Emergence of the Bulldog as a Mascot

The Mississippi State Bulldog mascot came to prominence largely due to the qualities
associated with the breed—tenacity, strength, and loyalty. Bulldogs were widely regarded
as emblematic of determination and grit, traits valued in both athletic competition and the
broader collegiate environment.



One of the earliest documented Bulldogs at Mississippi State was a live mascot named
“Bully,” introduced in the 1930s. Bully was more than a mere symbol; he was a tangible
presence at games, fostering a connection between fans and the team. This live mascot
tradition helped embed the Bulldog deeply into the university’s culture.

Over time, the mascot’s image was refined and stylized. The live Bully mascots were
complemented by costumed versions, allowing for greater interaction with fans during
games, parades, and other events. The costumed Bully became a staple of Mississippi
State’s game-day experience, contributing to the school’s unique identity within the
Southeastern Conference (SEC).

The Evolution and Impact of Bully on School Spirit

Mississippi State’s choice of the Bulldog mascot has had a profound impact on school spirit
and branding. The mascot’s image is directly linked to the university’s athletic teams,
known collectively as the Bulldogs, a unifying identifier that bolsters fan loyalty and
recognition.

Live Mascots vs. Costumed Representations

The live mascot tradition at Mississippi State is one of the longest-running in college sports.
Since the first Bully appeared in the 1930s, successive generations of live Bulldogs have
attended games, often cared for by students or alumni dedicated to preserving this symbol.

The live Bully presents a unique set of challenges and benefits:

Pros: Creates an authentic and tangible symbol of the team; provides photo
opportunities and unique fan engagement; connects past traditions with the present.

Cons: Requires specialized care and resources; potential for unpredictability during
events; ethical considerations regarding animal welfare.

To complement the live mascot, the costumed Bully was introduced, offering a more
versatile and interactive presence. The costumed mascot engages fans, participates in
community events, and serves as an ambassador for the university beyond the athletic
field.

Branding and Marketing Influence

The Bulldog mascot has become synonymous with Mississippi State’s sports teams,
influencing merchandise, marketing campaigns, and media representation. The mascot’s
recognizable image enhances the university’s visibility nationally, especially in the



competitive landscape of the SEC.

Merchandise featuring Bully—ranging from apparel to memorabilia—generates significant
revenue and helps cultivate a sense of belonging among students, alumni, and fans. The
mascot’s branding has evolved to align with modern design trends, ensuring its continued
relevance and appeal.

Comparisons with Other SEC Mascots

Within the Southeastern Conference, mascots play a critical role in establishing school
identity. Mississippi State’s Bulldog stands alongside other iconic mascots such as the
University of Georgia’s “Uga,” the University of Florida’s “Albert and Alberta Gator,” and
Louisiana State University’s “Mike the Tiger.”

While many SEC schools utilize live mascots, Mississippi State’s Bully is distinctive due to its
combination of live and costumed iterations. This dual approach allows the university to
maintain tradition while adapting to contemporary fan engagement strategies.

Furthermore, the Bulldog’s metaphorical significance—strength, resilience, and
loyalty—resonates deeply with the school’s values and athletic philosophy, setting it apart
in a conference known for fierce rivalries and passionate fan bases.

The Role of Tradition in Sustaining Mascot Popularity

The longevity and popularity of the Bulldog mascot can be attributed to the university’s
commitment to tradition. Annual events, such as homecoming games and mascot
appearances, reinforce the mascot’s role in campus life.

Alumni engagement also plays a crucial role. Many former students recall their experiences
with Bully as a formative part of their college years, fostering lifelong loyalty to Mississippi
State. This enduring connection underscores the mascot’s value beyond athletics,
contributing to alumni donations and community support.

Contemporary Developments and Future
Directions

In recent years, Mississippi State has continued to evolve the mascot’s role, integrating
social media and digital platforms to expand Bully’s presence. The costumed mascot now
features prominently in viral videos, community outreach, and virtual fan experiences.

There has also been increased attention to animal welfare concerning live mascots. The
university ensures that each live Bully receives top-tier care, reflecting broader societal
concerns and institutional responsibility.



Looking ahead, Mississippi State may explore further innovations in mascot representation,
perhaps incorporating augmented reality or interactive technologies to engage a new
generation of fans while preserving the rich history of the Bulldog.

Mississippi State’s mascot history illustrates how a simple symbol can grow into a powerful
emblem of identity, tradition, and community. The Bulldog mascot embodies the spirit of
the university and continues to unite generations of fans in a shared celebration of
resilience and pride.

Mississippi State Mascot History
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fifties, James Crockett explores the most decisive wins in each major sport, beginning at the source
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that shine in the book include John Vaught, Tom Swayze, Jake Gibbs, and Donnie Kessinger from Ole
Miss; and Paul Gregory, Bailey Howell, Babe McCarthy, and the amazing SEC Champion Bulldog
basketball team of 1962–1963. Rulers of the SEC: Ole Miss and Mississippi State, 1959–1966
enraptures readers with harrowing victories and multiyear, dynastic championships. It is a tale of
great coaches, great athletes, and great teams as they adapted to a controversial era of college
sports.
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Arguably the best football conference in America, the Southeastern Conference (SEC) contains some
of the most storied programs in the history of college football. In Where Football is King,
Christopher Walsh provides a team-by-team history of the SEC and describes the classic games,
players and coaches in the conference's seventy-three-year history. The genesis of the SEC really
begins with the introduction of football to the University of Georgia in 1891 by a chemistry
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professor, Charles Herty. While Georgia's first game was against Mercer University that Fall, the
South's oldest rivalry was born when Georgia took on Auburn on February 20, 1892 at Atlanta's
Piedmont Park. From there, Walsh recounts, the sport took off like wildfire, and the SEC was able to
formally organize some four decades later. Originally a thirteen-team conference, through attrition
and addition the SEC eventually became comprised of Georgia, Auburn, Vanderbilt, Florida,
Alabama, Mississippi, LSU, Kentucky Tennessee, Mississippi State, South Carolina, and Auburn.
From his unique vantage point as beat writer for Alabama football for the Tuscaloosa News, Walsh
also gives insight into the culture and traditions of football in the South, where, it is said (and
probably widely believed), the game is greater than religion. Legendary figures and legendary
games pass through the pages Where Football is King: players such as Joe Namath, Ken Stabler,
Herschel Walker, Terrell Davis, and Payton Manning, and games such as the Iron Bowl, the intense
annual rivalry between Auburn and Alabama. As colorful as the SEC is competitive, this history will
be essential reading for any fan of the game of football.
  mississippi state mascot history: The Giant Book of Dog Names Laurie Bogart Morrow,
2012-10-09 A comprehensive dog-naming guide with more than 5,000 names—sorted by color,
breed, theme, and many other categories—including adorable dog photos! THE BOOK THAT TAKES
YOU BEYOND REX AND FIDO! Everywhere you turn, you’ll find another baby name book. But do
you really want to call your dog Emma or Ethan? If you’re a dog lover, you know that naming your
dog should be truly meaningful and memorable. With over 5,000 names to choose from, only this
book makes it easy to find a distinctive name for the unique dog who will share your life and home.
Just some of the special features of The Giant Book of Dog Names include: Listings from Aaron to
Mocha to Zulu Breed-specific names, such as Chic for a Poodle or Tundra for a Husky Suggestions
for dogs of every color, from Banana to Crystal to Raven Names for rescue dogs, such as Lava and
Freeway The fascinating meanings of names drawn from cultures that range from African to
Vietnamese as well as European Also look for stories featuring history’s forgotten dogs, such as:
Judy, the English Pointer who was the only canine POW of the Japanese Suening, whose royal owner
had him sign official decrees with a paw print YOU’RE PICKING A ONE-OF-A-KIND DOG. CHOOSE
A ONE-OF-A-KIND NAME.
  mississippi state mascot history: The I in Team Erin C. Tarver, 2017-06-26 There is one
sound that will always be loudest in sports. It isn’t the squeak of sneakers or the crunch of helmets;
it isn’t the grunts or even the stadium music. It’s the deafening roar of sports fans. For those few
among us on the outside, sports fandom—with its war paint and pennants, its pricey cable TV
packages and esoteric stats reeled off like code—looks highly irrational, entertainment gone
overboard. But as Erin C. Tarver demonstrates in this book, sports fandom has become
extraordinarily important to our psyche, a matter of the very essence of who we are. Why in the
world, Tarver asks, would anyone care about how well a total stranger can throw a ball, or hit one
with a bat, or toss one through a hoop? Because such activities and the massive public events that
surround them form some of the most meaningful ritual identity practices we have today. They are a
primary way we—as individuals and a collective—decide both who we are who we are not. And as
such, they are also one of the key ways that various social structures—such as race and gender
hierarchies—are sustained, lending a dark side to the joys of being a sports fan. Drawing on
everything from philosophy to sociology to sports history, she offers a profound exploration of the
significance of sports in contemporary life, showing us just how high the stakes of the game are.
  mississippi state mascot history: Right to Revolt Patricia Michelle Boyett, 2015-11-23 Winner
of the 2016 Eudora Welty Prize On January 10, 1966, Klansmen murdered civil rights leader Vernon
Dahmer in Forrest County, Mississippi. Despite the FBI's growing conflict against the Klan, recent
civil rights legislation, and progressive court rulings, the Imperial Wizard promised his men: “no jury
in Mississippi would convict a white man for killing a nigger.” Yet this murder inspired change.
Since the onset of the civil rights movement, local authorities had mitigated federal intervention by
using subtle but insidious methods to suppress activism in public arenas. They perpetuated a myth
of Forrest County as a bastion of moderation in a state notorious for extremism. To sustain that



fiction, officials emphasized that Dahmer's killers hailed from neighboring Jones County and pursued
convictions vigorously. Although the Dahmer case became a watershed in the long struggle for racial
justice, it also obscured Forrest County's brutal racial history. Patricia Michelle Boyett debunks the
myth of moderation by exploring the mob lynchings, police brutality, malicious prosecutions, and
Klan terrorism that linked Forrest and Jones Counties since their founding. She traces how racial
atrocities during World War II and the Cold War inspired local blacks to transform their counties
into revolutionary battlefields of the movement. Their electrifying campaigns captured global
attention, forced federal intervention, produced landmark trials, and chartered a significant
post-civil rights crusade. By examining the interactions of black and white locals, state and federal
actors, and visiting activists from settlement to contemporary times, Boyett presents a
comprehensive portrait of one of the South's most tortured and transformative landscapes.
  mississippi state mascot history: The Myth of Individualism Peter L. Callero, 2023-05-15
The Myth of Individualism is an engaging and accessible introduction to the relationship between
self and society. Drawing on personal experiences, historical examples, and compelling stories,
Callero dispels the myth of the self-reliant autonomous actor and demonstrates how our lives are
shaped by powerful social forces. These include the power of cultural beliefs and symbols, lifelong
socialization processes, the influence of authority, the power of small groups, and the encompassing
control of economic systems associated with social class, state power, and mass media. The
implications for identity and inequalities linked to race, gender, sexuality, and disability are at the
center of each chapter. In the tradition of C. Wright Mills and Peter Berger, Callero presents
sociological thinking as a tool for enlightenment and change and argues that the inherently social
nature of all persons holds out promise for a better world. New to the Fourth Edition: New Chapter
7, “From the Printing Press to the Internet” explores how mass media has changed both society and
the selfDiscussion of the COVID-19 pandemic throughout the book, including physical isolation and
protests surrounding mask mandates, offers recent and relevant examples that illustrate the
problems and dilemmas of radical individualism New discussion of the disability rights movement,
Black Lives Matter, LGBTQAI+, and women’s suffrage in Chapter 8, “From ‘Me’ to ‘We’” New
introduction familiarizes students with the nature of science, scientific progress, and scientific truth
  mississippi state mascot history: Southern Fried Football (Revised) Tony Barnhart,
2008-08-01 Explore the cultural phenomenon that is college football in the South. This completely
new edition provides a close-up look at the great players, great rivalries, great coaches, and great
traditions that make college football in the South more than just a game. It is a way of life that lasts
365 days a year.
  mississippi state mascot history: Damn Good Dogs! Sonny Seiler, Kent Hannon, 2011 A
book with more than 500 photos and images of memorabilia celebrates Uga, the beloved English
bulldog mascot of the University of Georgia, and includes engaging anecdotes about all versions of
the animal--Uga VI, Uga VII, Uga VIII and Russ, the super sub.
  mississippi state mascot history: A Year in Mississippi Charline R. McCord, Judy H. Tucker,
2017-03-08 With contributions by Walter Biggins, Patti Carr Black, Lottie Brent Boggan, Donald H.
Butts, Bob Carskadon, Rebecca Lauck Cleary, David Creel, Sylvia Nettles Dickson, Pat Flynn, Chris
Gilmer, Peggy Gilmer-Piasecki, Carolyn Haines, Ann Tyrone Hebert, C. C. Henley, Alice Jackson,
Donald M. Kartiganer, Janice Marie Kraft, Francis X. Kuhn, Bill Luckett, Johnnie Mae Maberry,
Debbie Campbell Matthews, Charline R. McCord, Jo McDivitt, Cheri Thornton McHugh, Thomas
McIntyre, Margaret McMullan, Willie Morris, Julia Reed, Ronnie Riggs, Sid Salter, David Sheffield,
Mary Sue Slagle, Seetha Srinivasan, Brenda Trigg, Judy H. Tucker, Cynthia Walker, Lawrence
“Larry” Wells, Jacqueline Freeman Wheelock, Malcolm White, Diane Williams, and Richard Wiman A
Year in Mississippi presents a collection of forty essays, ten per season, celebrating significant
events and traditions throughout the state. Writers showcase the background, history, and emotions
of these events and traditions with special meaning. Each event shines in the spotlight, observed not
only to ascertain its impact, but also to discover why it succeeds, how it contributes to and shapes a
unique culture, and how it functions to bind people together. Well-known contributors and essays of



special interest in the collection include Willie Morris’s “The Glory of the Game,” Julia Reed’s “Green
Day,” Lawrence “Larry” Wells’s “Always on My Mind—A Blues and Civil Rights Tour of the
Mississippi Delta,” Donald M. Kartiganer’s “Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha 1974-2016,” Margaret
McMullan’s “Christmas in the Pass,” Sid Salter’s “The Neshoba County Fair: Porches, Politicians,
and Pie,” Patti Carr Black’s “Whiskey Christmases,” Carolyn Haines’s “Camp Meeting,” David
Sheffield’s “The Blessing of the Fleet” and Seetha Srinivasan’s “Diwali: Hindu Festival of Lights.”
  mississippi state mascot history: Uneasy Lies the Head That Wears the Sombrero Clint
Crockett, 2013-07-25 Jos Valdez IV is your average collegiate sports fan. That is assuming the
average collegiate sports fan has been married three times, loves tequila and Salma Hayek, and is a
Mexican Presbyterian. Uneasy Lies the Head That Wears the Sombrero features Joss unique take on
Ole Miss athletics, its opponents within the Southeastern Conference and polite society in general.
Nothing is sacred within these thoughts and chances are youve never read anything like what youll
find here. Youll experience the highs and lows in Rebel sports from 2009-2013 just as Jos did, with
no holds barred. Keep the tequila handy.
  mississippi state mascot history: The History of American College Football Christian
Anderson, Amber Fallucca, 2021-05-19 This volume provides unique insight into how American
colleges and universities have been significantly impacted and shaped by college football, and
considers how U.S. sports culture more generally has intersected with broader institutional and
educational issues. By documenting events from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries including
protests, legal battles, and policy reforms which were centred around college sports, this distinctive
volume illustrates how football has catalyzed broader controversies and progress relating to race
and diversity, commercialization, corruption, and reform in higher education. Relying foremost on
primary archival material, chapters illustrate the continued cultural, social, and economic themes
and impacts of college athletics on U.S. higher education and campus life today. This text will
benefit researchers, graduate students, and academics in the fields of higher education, as well as
the history of education and sport more broadly. Those interested in the sociology of education and
the politics of sport will also enjoy this volume.
  mississippi state mascot history: The Cyclopedic Review of Current History , 1896
  mississippi state mascot history: The Quarterly Register of Current History , 1896
  mississippi state mascot history: An Educational Guide to the National Park System Carol
Smallwood, 1989 A guide to the unique resources available from 327 national park system facilities.
  mississippi state mascot history: White Masculinity in the Recent South Trent Watts,
2008-05-01 From antebellum readers avidly consuming stories featuring white southern men as
benevolent patriarchs, hell-raising frontiersmen, and callous plantation owners to post--Civil War
southern writers seeking to advance a model of southern manhood and male authority as honorable,
dignified, and admirable, the idea of a distinctly southern masculinity has reflected the broad
regional differences between North and South. In the latter half of the twentieth century and
beyond, the media have helped to shape modern models of white manhood, not only for southerners
but for the rest of the nation and the world. In White Masculinity in the Recent South, thirteen
scholars of history, literature, film, and environmental studies examine modern white masculinity,
including such stereotypes as the good old boy, the redneck, and the southern gentleman. With
topics ranging from southern Protestant churches to the music of Lynyrd Skynyrd, this cutting-edge
volume seeks to do what no other single work has done: to explore the ways in which white southern
manhood has been experienced and represented since World War II. Using a variety of approaches --
cultural and social history, close readings of literature and music, interviews, and personal stories --
the contributors explore some of the ways in which white men have acted in response to their own
and their culture's conceptions of white manhood. Topics include neo-Confederates, the novels of
William Faulkner, gay southern men, football coaching, deer hunting, church camps, college
fraternities, and white men's responses to the civil rights movement. Taken together, these engaging
pieces show how white southern men are shaped by regional as well as broader American ideas of
what they ought to do and be. White men themselves, the contributors explain, view the idea of



southern manhood in two seemingly contradictory ways -- as something natural and as something
learned through rites of initiation and passage -- and believe it must be lived and displayed to one's
peers and others in order to be fully realized. While economic and social conditions of the South
changed dramatically in the twentieth century, white manhood as it is expressed in the
contemporary South is still a complex, contingent, historicized matter, and broadly shared -- or at
least broadly recognized -- notions of white southern manhood continue to be central to southern
culture. Representing some of the best recent scholarship in southern gender studies, this bold
collection invites further explorations into twenty-first-century white southern masculinity.
  mississippi state mascot history: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Harvey H.
Jackson III, Charles Reagan Wilson, 2014-02-01 What southerners do, where they go, and what they
expect to accomplish in their spare time, their leisure, reveals much about their cultural values,
class and racial similarities and differences, and historical perspectives. This volume of The New
Encyclopedia of Southern Culture offers an authoritative and readable reference to the culture of
sports and recreation in the American South, surveying the various activities in which southerners
engage in their nonwork hours, as well as attitudes surrounding those activities. Seventy-four
thematic essays explore activities from the familiar (porch sitting and fairs) to the essential (football
and stock car racing) to the unusual (pool checkers and a sport called fireballing). In seventy-seven
topical entries, contributors profile major sites associated with recreational activities (such as
Dollywood, drive-ins, and the Appalachian Trail) and prominent sports figures (including Althea
Gibson, Michael Jordan, Mia Hamm, and Hank Aaron). Taken together, the entries provide an
engaging look at the ways southerners relax, pass time, celebrate, let loose, and have fun.
  mississippi state mascot history: ESPN Southeastern Conference Football Encyclopedia
Michael MacCambridge, 2009 THE ESPN SEC FOOTBALL ENCYCLOPEDIA INCLUDES • expanded
profiles and histories of all twelve Southeastern Conference football programs, as well as former
SEC schools Georgia Tech and Tulane • original essays on what makes each SEC program unique
written by such experts as Winston Groom (Alabama), Lou Holtz (South Carolina), and Buster Olney
(Vanderbilt) • two-page record books for each school, with all-time and annual leaders • all-time
teams, college and pro football hall of fame inductees, first-round draft choices, and retired numbers
for every school • a complete bowl history for each team, including box scores • a history of the
Southeastern Conference written by Chuck Culpepper, and the all-time SEC team as selected by
Ivan Maisel, author of A War in Dixie
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