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**Autobiography on Martin Luther King Jr.: A Journey Through the Life of a Civil Rights Icon**

autobiography on martin luther king jr offers a profound glimpse into the life of one of the most influential
figures in American history. Known worldwide for his leadership in the civil rights movement, his
eloquence, and his unwavering commitment to justice, Martin Luther King Jr. remains a symbol of hope
and resilience. Exploring his autobiography, or the detailed biographies inspired by his life and legacy, not
only reveals the man behind the movement but also provides invaluable lessons on courage, perseverance,
and the power of nonviolent activism.

Early Life and Influences

Martin Luther King Jr. was born on January 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia. His early years were shaped by
a family deeply rooted in the African American church and the struggle for racial equality. His father,
Martin Luther King Sr., was a prominent pastor, and his mother, Alberta Williams King, was a talented
musician. Together, they instilled in young Martin a strong moral compass and a profound faith.

The Formative Years

Growing up in the segregated South, King experienced racial discrimination firsthand. These early
encounters with injustice fueled his determination to fight for equality. He was an exceptional student,
skipping grades and entering Morehouse College at the young age of 15. It was during these formative
years that King began to develop his ideas about social justice, heavily influenced by Christian theology and
the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi on nonviolent resistance.

The Path to Leadership in the Civil Rights Movement

King’s journey into leadership began during his doctoral studies at Boston University, where he earned a
Ph.D. in systematic theology. However, it was his role as a pastor at the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in
Montgomery, Alabama, that propelled him into the national spotlight.

The Montgomery Bus Boycott

In 1955, the arrest of Rosa Parks for refusing to give up her bus seat sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott,



a pivotal event in the civil rights movement. King was chosen to lead the boycott, marking his first major
act of public leadership. His ability to inspire and organize the African American community through
peaceful protest quickly gained national attention.

This period showcased King’s philosophy of nonviolent resistance, advocating for change through peaceful
means rather than violence. The boycott lasted over a year and ended with a Supreme Court ruling that
segregation on public buses was unconstitutional. This victory was a testament to King’s strategic vision and
his ability to mobilize communities toward justice.

Philosophy and Approach: Nonviolence and Civil Disobedience

One of the most compelling aspects of an autobiography on Martin Luther King Jr. is understanding his
commitment to nonviolence. Influenced by Gandhi and his Christian faith, King believed that nonviolent
protest was not only morally superior but also the most effective way to achieve lasting social change.

Core Principles of King’s Activism

King’s approach rested on several key principles:

Nonviolence: Rejecting all forms of violence, King advocated peaceful resistance as a powerful tool
against oppression.

Love and Forgiveness: Rooted in Christian ethics, he emphasized love for one’s enemies and
forgiveness as central to social change.

Civil Disobedience: King encouraged breaking unjust laws openly and accepting the consequences to
highlight their immorality.

Equality and Justice: His vision was a society where all people, regardless of race, could enjoy equal
rights and opportunities.

Understanding these principles is crucial when exploring King’s life story, as they guided every major
decision and campaign he undertook.



Major Achievements and Legacy

Martin Luther King Jr.’s autobiography, or comprehensive biographies about him, highlight numerous
milestones that defined his career and impact. His leadership extended beyond Montgomery, influencing
civil rights actions nationwide.

The March on Washington and “I Have a Dream”

Perhaps the most iconic moment in King’s life was the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.
It was here that he delivered his legendary “I Have a Dream” speech, articulating a vision of racial
harmony and justice that resonated across America and the world. This speech remains a cornerstone of
civil rights literature and a beacon of hope for generations.

Nobel Peace Prize and Continued Activism

In 1964, King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his nonviolent struggle against racial inequality. This
recognition elevated his global status and underscored the importance of peaceful protest in the fight for
human rights. Despite the accolades, King’s work was far from over. He continued to address not only racial
injustice but also poverty and the Vietnam War, broadening the scope of his activism.

Challenges and Personal Struggles

No autobiography on Martin Luther King Jr. would be complete without acknowledging the profound
challenges he faced. His path was fraught with danger, opposition, and personal sacrifices.

The Burden of Leadership

King faced constant threats to his life and the safety of his family. FBI surveillance and attempts to discredit
him were relentless. Despite these pressures, he remained steadfast in his mission. The stress and toll of
leadership were immense, yet his resilience inspired many to continue the struggle.

Balancing Family and Activism

King was a devoted husband and father. Balancing his demanding public role with family life was a



continuous challenge. His autobiography reveals the human side of a man often seen only as a public figure
— a man who loved deeply and sacrificed much for his cause.

Lessons from an Autobiography on Martin Luther King Jr.

Studying King’s life through his autobiography or detailed biographies provides more than just historical
knowledge. It offers lessons that remain relevant today.

The Power of Nonviolence: King’s commitment to peaceful protest demonstrates how courage and
moral clarity can confront systemic injustice.

Persistence in the Face of Adversity: His life teaches us that social change requires endurance and
unwavering dedication.

The Importance of Vision: King’s dream of equality and justice continues to inspire movements
worldwide.

Leadership with Compassion: His blend of firmness and empathy serves as a model for effective
leadership.

For students, activists, or anyone interested in social justice, exploring King’s autobiography is a source of
inspiration and a guide for meaningful action.

Why Reading About Martin Luther King Jr. Matters Today

In a world still grappling with issues of racial inequality, discrimination, and injustice, the lessons from
Martin Luther King Jr.’s life are as vital as ever. His autobiography and related works remind us of the
enduring power of hope, the importance of standing up for what is right, and the potential for peaceful
movements to transform societies.

Whether you’re a scholar of history, a civil rights advocate, or simply curious about the man behind the
iconic speeches, diving into the autobiography on Martin Luther King Jr. provides a rich, nuanced
understanding of a leader whose legacy transcends time.

The story of Martin Luther King Jr. is not just a chapter in American history but a living narrative that
continues to inspire new generations to dream, to act, and to fight for a world where equality and justice
prevail.



Frequently Asked Questions

Did Martin Luther King Jr. write an autobiography?
Martin Luther King Jr. did not write a traditional autobiography, but his life and thoughts are extensively
documented through his speeches, letters, and the biography written by others, such as 'The
Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.' edited by Clayborne Carson, which compiles his writings and
speeches.

What are some key themes in Martin Luther King Jr.'s autobiography?
Key themes include the struggle for civil rights, nonviolent resistance, social justice, faith and spirituality,
and the pursuit of equality and peace.

Why is Martin Luther King Jr.'s autobiography important for students
and researchers?
It provides personal insights into his motivations, philosophy, and leadership during the Civil Rights
Movement, helping readers understand the historical context and the impact of his work on social change.

How does Martin Luther King Jr.'s autobiography reflect his philosophy
of nonviolence?
The autobiography highlights his commitment to nonviolent protest as a powerful tool for social change,
influenced by Mahatma Gandhi, emphasizing love, justice, and peaceful resistance against oppression.

What childhood experiences of Martin Luther King Jr. influenced his
later activism?
Growing up in a segregated society, witnessing racial injustice, and being inspired by his preacher father
and Christian teachings shaped his commitment to civil rights and equality.

Are there any notable speeches included in Martin Luther King Jr.'s
autobiography?
Yes, many of his iconic speeches, including excerpts from the 'I Have a Dream' speech and 'Letter from
Birmingham Jail,' are often included to illustrate his eloquence and persuasive power.



How did Martin Luther King Jr.'s education contribute to his
autobiography?
His education at Morehouse College, Crozer Theological Seminary, and Boston University provided him
with a strong foundation in theology, philosophy, and social sciences, which influenced his leadership and
writings.

Where can one find reliable versions of Martin Luther King Jr.'s
autobiography?
Reliable versions include 'The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.' edited by Clayborne Carson, as
well as collections of his speeches and letters available through libraries, bookstores, and educational
websites.

Additional Resources
Autobiography on Martin Luther King Jr.: A Deep Dive into the Life of an Iconic Leader

autobiography on martin luther king jr offers a profound insight into the life, philosophy, and enduring
legacy of one of the most influential figures in American history. Martin Luther King Jr., a pivotal leader
in the Civil Rights Movement, is often remembered for his impassioned speeches, nonviolent activism, and
relentless pursuit of racial equality. Exploring his autobiography, alongside biographies and historical
accounts, reveals not only the public persona but also the intimate struggles and triumphs that shaped his
path.

The Significance of Martin Luther King Jr.'s Autobiography

While Martin Luther King Jr. did not pen a formal autobiography in the traditional sense, his writings,
speeches, letters, and recorded reflections collectively serve as an autobiographical tapestry. These sources
provide a window into his mindset, motivations, and the evolution of his activism. Understanding the
nuances of his personal narrative is crucial for appreciating the depth of his commitment to justice and the
complexity of his character.

The Intersection of Personal Experience and Public Activism

King’s early life, as documented through various autobiographical accounts and scholarly works, reveals the
foundations of his leadership. Born in 1929 in Atlanta, Georgia, he was deeply influenced by his family’s
religious background and the pervasive racial segregation of the South. His father, a Baptist minister,



instilled in him the values of faith and social responsibility, which later became integral to his approach to
activism.

The autobiography on Martin Luther King Jr. highlights how his academic pursuits, including studies at
Morehouse College and Boston University, shaped his intellectual framework. Exposure to theology,
philosophy, and the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi on nonviolent resistance provided King with the tools to
challenge systemic oppression. This blend of personal conviction and scholarly influence is a recurring
theme in his narrative.

Analyzing Key Phases in King's Life Through His
Autobiographical Elements

Formative Years and Early Ministry

King's adolescence and early adulthood were marked by experiences that underscored the harsh realities of
segregation and discrimination. His autobiography reveals moments of internal conflict, particularly as he
grappled with the violence and hatred he witnessed versus his commitment to Christian pacifism.

In his early ministry, King began to articulate a vision that combined religious doctrine with social justice.
His sermons and writings from this period show a man developing a powerful rhetoric of hope and
reconciliation, which would later galvanize millions.

The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Rise to Prominence

One of the most pivotal chapters in any autobiography on Martin Luther King Jr. is the Montgomery Bus
Boycott (1955-1956). King’s leadership during this 381-day protest against segregated seating on public buses
marked his emergence as a national figure. The boycott tested his resolve and strategic acumen, balancing
nonviolent discipline with the urgent demand for change.

The boycott not only challenged the legal framework of segregation but also demonstrated the potential of
grassroots mobilization. King’s personal reflections indicate the immense pressure and risks involved,
including threats to his life and family. These autobiographical elements emphasize the human cost behind
historic achievements.



“I Have a Dream” and the March on Washington

King’s “I Have a Dream” speech during the 1963 March on Washington remains one of the most iconic
moments in American history. His autobiography, pieced together from speeches and personal notes,
reveals the meticulous preparation and profound emotional depth behind this address.

This period also reflects the challenges King faced within the Civil Rights Movement, including ideological
differences and criticism from various factions. His ability to maintain cohesion while advocating for a
nonviolent path underscores his leadership qualities.

Autobiographical Themes in King's Writings and Speeches

Nonviolence as a Personal and Political Philosophy

A recurring theme in any autobiography on Martin Luther King Jr. is his unwavering belief in
nonviolence. Inspired by Gandhi and Christian teachings, King’s commitment to peaceful resistance was
both a strategic choice and a moral imperative. His writings, such as the “Letter from Birmingham Jail,”
articulate this philosophy with clarity and conviction.

This theme resonates throughout his life story, illustrating a consistent approach even when confronted
with brutality and injustice. The autobiographical lens highlights how nonviolence was not passive but an
active form of resistance requiring courage and discipline.

Faith and Social Justice

King’s faith was inseparable from his activism. His autobiography reveals an individual whose spirituality
informed every aspect of his public work. The fusion of religious belief and social justice provides a unique
perspective on his motivations and the ethical framework guiding the Civil Rights Movement.

His sermons and theological reflections demonstrate how King used religious narratives to inspire hope and
resilience, making his message accessible to a broad audience.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

The enduring impact of Martin Luther King Jr.'s life and work is evident in contemporary discussions on
race, equality, and justice. Autobiographical accounts and analyses of his writings continue to inspire new



generations of activists and scholars.

By examining the personal dimensions of his story, readers gain a fuller appreciation of the sacrifices and
complexities involved in social change. King's narrative serves as a reminder that leadership is both a public
endeavor and a deeply personal journey.

Comparative Perspectives: Autobiography Versus Biographical
Accounts

Though King did not write a comprehensive autobiography, various biographies and collections of his
writings have reconstructed his life story. Comparing these sources with his own words offers valuable
insights into how his narrative has been shaped by historians and contemporaries.

Pros of Autobiographical Elements: Provide direct access to King’s thoughts and emotions, lending
authenticity and immediacy.

Cons: May lack the broader historical context or overlook contradictory aspects that biographies might
explore.

Biographical Accounts: Offer comprehensive overviews and critical analyses but can be influenced
by the author’s interpretation.

This interplay between autobiography and biography enriches the understanding of King’s multifaceted
legacy.

Conclusion: The Autobiographical Legacy of Martin Luther King
Jr.

Exploring the autobiography on Martin Luther King Jr. involves piecing together his speeches, letters, and
personal writings to form a coherent narrative of his life. This approach reveals a man of profound
conviction, intellectual rigor, and compassionate leadership. Through his own words, King’s story
transcends time, offering lessons on courage, justice, and the power of nonviolent resistance that remain
profoundly relevant today.
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  autobiography on martin luther king jr: The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Clayborne Carson, 2001-01-01 Written by Martin Luther King, Jr. himself, this astounding
autobiography brings to life a remarkable man changed the world —and still inspires the desires,
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throughout his storied life: student, activist, preacher, dreamer, father, husband. From his Atlanta
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become one of the most recognizable, influential, and controversial persons of the twentieth century.
In this fast-paced and immersive adaptation of Jonathan Eig’s groundbreaking New York Times
bestseller readers will meet a Dr. King like no other: a committed radical whose demands for racial
and economic justice remain as urgent today as they were in his lifetime, a minister wrestling with
his human frailties and dark moods, a citizen hunted by his own government. The inspiring young
adult edition of King: A Life highlights the author’s never-before-seen research—including recently
declassified FBI documents—while reaffirming and recontextualizing the lasting effects and
implications of MLK’s work for the present day. Adapted by National Book Award–nominated
authors Yohuru Williams and Michael G. Long, this biography for a new generation is a nuanced,
unprecedented portrayal of a man who truly shook the world. Accolades and Praise for King: A Life:
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Award Finalist A “Best Book of the Year” from New York Times ● Washington Post ● TIME
Magazine ● The New Yorker ● Publishers Weekly ● The Chicago Tribune ● Smithsonian Magazine
● Christian Science Monitor ● Air Mail “Supple, penetrating, heartstring-pulling and compulsively
readable . . . Eig’s book is worthy of its subject.” —New York Times “No book could be more timely
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Deotis Roberts'sBonhoeffer and Kingis an instructive work in theological ethics. This book considers
and compares the theological reflections that guided Bonhoeffer's courageous stand against Nazism
and King's quest for civil rights in America.
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: Biographical Dictionary of African Americans,
Revised Edition Rachel Kranz, 2021-01-01 For centuries, African Americans have made important
contributions to American culture. From Crispus Attucks, whose death marked the start of the
Revolutionary War, to Oprah Winfrey, perhaps the most recognizable and influential TV personality
today, black men and women have played an integral part in American history. This greatly
expanded and updated edition of our best-selling volume, The Biographical Dictionary of Black
Americans, Revised Edition profiles more than 250 of America's important, influential, and
fascinating black figures, past and present—in all fields, including the arts, entertainment, politics,
science, sports, the military, literature, education, the media, religion, and many more.
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: Martin Luther King Paul Harvey, 2021-11-01
[Sh]ould take a prominent place on the shelf of literature about the man who changed 20th century
America. Publishers Weekly, Starred Review In this new biography, distinguished historian Paul
Harvey examines Martin Luther King’s life through his complex, emerging religious lives. Harvey
introduces many readers, perhaps for the first or only time, to the King of diverse religious and
intellectual influences, of an increasingly radical cast of thought, and of a mélange of intellectual
influences that he aligned in becoming the spokesperson for the most important social movement of
twentieth-century American history. Not only does Harvey chronicle King’s metamorphosis and its
impact on American and African American life, but he seeks to explain his “afterlives”—how in
American culture King became transformed into a mainstream civil saint, shorn of his radical
religious critique of how power functioned in America. Harvey’s concise biography will allow readers
to see King anew in the context of his time and today.
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: Tahrir Voices Nadine Moussa, 2018-02-13 “Tarek
pondered lengthily before deciding on important matters. He was very cautious and meticulously
planned for the day he left to join the demonstrations. He removed all his credit cards and ATM
cards from his wallet and only left his national ID, his business card and engineer’s syndicate card.
He removed the keys to his parents’ home as his ID included their address and he feared someone
breaking into the house if something happened to him. Rania later noticed the keys hanging on the
key holder, unaware that he had removed them. Tarek left a list of important information for Rania
in case of emergency, and the steps that she should take if he disappeared... Tarek clearly instructed
her to contact his father, his brother and his colleague at work if police detained him. At that point,
Rania was thinking of two scenarios: either he would be beaten and released like Amr Salama, or he
would be beaten and imprisoned. In her mind there was no third option...” In 2011, the winds of
change blew across Egypt, the region and the world. An unexpected turn of events changed the
history of Egypt, the region and the world balance of power. Go back in time to the 18 days of
Egypt’s epical Tahrir events, which mesmerized and inspired the globe. Re-live the Tahrir uprising
through the voices of 18 ordinary Egyptians in extraordinary circumstances. Experience their
moments of hope and despair, generosity and caution, turmoil and quiet, pain and joy, victory and
defeat... Tahrir Voices will make you question what you know, understand and think of those
momentous days and the events they catalyzed thereafter. 18 different perspectives: Which of them
do you disagree with? Which of them resonate with you? Are you able to accept all the points of
view? I invite you to open up different avenues of understanding and discussion of these critical



events through the perspectives explored in Tahrir Voices.
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: Leaders General Stanley McChrystal, Jeff Eggers,
Jay Mangone, 2018-10-23 An instant national bestseller! Stanley McChrystal, the retired US Army
general and bestselling author of Team of Teams, profiles thirteen of history’s great leaders,
including Walt Disney, Coco Chanel, and Robert E. Lee, to show that leadership is not what you
think it is—and never was. Stan McChrystal served for thirty-four years in the US Army, rising from
a second lieutenant in the 82nd Airborne Division to a four-star general, in command of all American
and coalition forces in Afghanistan. During those years he worked with countless leaders and
pondered an ancient question: “What makes a leader great?” He came to realize that there is no
simple answer. McChrystal profiles thirteen famous leaders from a wide range of eras and
fields—from corporate CEOs to politicians and revolutionaries. He uses their stories to explore how
leadership works in practice and to challenge the myths that complicate our thinking about this
critical topic. With Plutarch’s Lives as his model, McChrystal looks at paired sets of leaders who
followed unconventional paths to success. For instance. . . · Walt Disney and Coco Chanel built
empires in very different ways. Both had public personas that sharply contrasted with how they lived
in private. · Maximilien Robespierre helped shape the French Revolution in the eighteenth century;
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi led the jihadist insurgency in Iraq in the twenty-first. We can draw surprising
lessons from them about motivation and persuasion. · Both Boss Tweed in nineteenth-century New
York and Margaret Thatcher in twentieth-century Britain followed unlikely roads to the top of
powerful institutions. · Martin Luther and his future namesake Martin Luther King Jr., both local
clergymen, emerged from modest backgrounds to lead world-changing movements. Finally,
McChrystal explores how his former hero, General Robert E. Lee, could seemingly do everything
right in his military career and yet lead the Confederate Army to a devastating defeat in the service
of an immoral cause. Leaders will help you take stock of your own leadership, whether you’re part of
a small team or responsible for an entire nation.
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: Martin Luther King, Jr. Emma E. Haldy,
2016-01-01 The My Itty-Bitty Bio series are biographies for the earliest readers. This book examines
the life of Martin Luther King, Jr. in a simple, age-appropriate way that will help children develop
word recognition and reading skills. Includes a timeline and other informative backmatter.
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: Lincoln's Enduring Legacy Robert P. Watson,
William D. Pederson, Frank J. Williams, 2010-12-16 Coming on the heels of the bicentennial of
Abraham Lincoln's birth, Lincoln's Enduring Legacy offers highly readable and accessible
perspectives on Lincoln at 200 in terms of his impact on great leaders and thinkers and his place in
American history. The book explores how Lincoln's words and deeds have influenced the pursuit of
justice and freedom and the practice of democracy in the century and a half since he governed.
Lincoln, as an abolitionist, the architect of Reconstruction, an avowed Unionist, a wordsmith and
rhetorician, his age's foremost prophet for democracy, and America's greatest president remains an
iconic image in American memory.
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: This Is an Uprising Mark Engler, Paul Engler,
2016-02-09 There is a craft to uprising -- and this craft can change the world From protests around
climate change and immigrant rights, to Occupy, the Arab Spring, and #BlackLivesMatter, a new
generation is unleashing strategic nonviolent action to shape public debate and force political
change. When mass movements erupt onto our television screens, the media consistently portrays
them as being spontaneous and unpredictable. Yet, in this book, Mark and Paul Engler look at the
hidden art behind such outbursts of protest, examining core principles that have been used to spark
and guide moments of transformative unrest. With incisive insights from contemporary activists, as
well as fresh revelations about the work of groundbreaking figures such as Gandhi, Martin Luther
King Jr., Gene Sharp, and Frances Fox Piven, the Englers show how people with few resources and
little conventional influence are engineering the upheavals that are reshaping contemporary politics.
Nonviolence is usually seen simply as a philosophy or moral code. This Is an Uprising shows how it
can instead be deployed as a method of political conflict, disruption, and escalation. It argues that if



we are always taken by surprise by dramatic outbreaks of revolt, we pass up the chance to truly
understand how social transformation happens.
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: Swing Low, volume 1 Walter R. Strickland,
2024-10-29 The dynamic witness of the Black church is an essential part of Christian history. In this
groundbreaking two-volume work, Walter R. Strickland II presents a theological-intellectual history
of African American Christianity. Volume 1, a narrative history, explores five theological anchors of
Black Christianity from the 1600s to the present.
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: Seventh-day Adventists and the Civil Rights
Movement Samuel G. London, 2010-02-17 Seventh-day Adventists and the Civil Rights Movement is
the first in-depth study of the denomination's participation in civil rights politics. It considers the
extent to which the denomination's theology influenced how its members responded. This book
explores why a brave few Adventists became social and political activists, and why a majority of the
faithful eschewed the movement. Samuel G. London, Jr., provides a clear, yet critical understanding
of the history and theology of the Seventh-day Adventist Church while highlighting the contributions
of its members to political reform. Community awareness, the example of early Adventist pioneers,
liberationist interpretations of the Bible, as well as various intellectual and theological justifications
motivated the civil rights activities of some Adventists. For those who participated in the civil rights
movement, these factors superseded the conservative ideology and theology that came to dominate
the church after the passing of its founders. Covering the end of the 1800s through the 1970s, the
book discusses how Christian fundamentalism, the curse of Ham, the philosophy of Booker T.
Washington, pragmatism, the aversion to ecumenism and the Social Gospel, belief in the separation
of church and state, and American individualism converged to impact Adventist sociopolitical
thought.
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: The Awakening ,
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: Black Political History Ken Raymond, 2021-01-13
As I researched the African American journey for civil rights throughout history, I discovered many
great sources of information. Some of the best places include the Copley Square Library in Boston
and the library in the Massachusetts State House on Beacon Street.The libraries within the North
Carolina Legislative Building and Wake Forest University have also been great sources of
information. But I have to say, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that the best source of information is the
Frederick Douglass Papers in the Library of Congress.When I discovered the Frederick Douglass
Papers on the Library of Congress website, I believe I felt like the early 19th-century miners, who,
after investing all their strength, energy, and youth digging into the earth and into mountains, finally
struck gold!It has been years since I first discovered the Frederick Douglass Papers. But to this day,
I am still amazed when I visit the website and read the hundreds of digitally preserved, handwritten
letters and documents authored by the hand of Frederick Douglass himself. These letters reveal the
unedited, unfiltered thoughts and beliefs of one of greatest civil rights heroes in history. Addressed
to friends, colleagues, and supporters, in them Douglass opens his heart, not only about the issues of
his day but about other historical figures such as Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S. Grant, Benjamin
Harrison, members of Congress, and many others.It was among this treasure trove of history where
I found a letter written by Douglass in which he offers advice to a friend expressing concern about
the future of black Americans. In his comments, Douglass describes what he believed to be the best
place for African Americans as the arch of safety. The arch of safety, the place of shelter and
protection from storms, is described in this book. In that same letter, Douglass issued a prophetic
warning to all black Americans that graphically describes the condition of blacks in urban areas
throughout America today. Douglass describes this condition as the the mouth of the lion. Douglass's
definition of the mouth of the lion is also found in this book. The day I discovered the Frederick
Douglass Papers was a very happy day for me. But as I read his letters, I also became a little angry
because many of his thoughts and beliefs are not taught in educational institutions.If they were, the
public would know that Frederick Douglass was not only a civil rights hero--he was something of a
prophet.



  autobiography on martin luther king jr: Volume 14: Kierkegaard's Influence on
Social-Political Thought Jon Stewart, 2016-12-05 While scholars have long recognized Kierkegaard's
important contributions to fields such as ethics, aesthetics, philosophy of religion, philosophical
psychology, and hermeneutics, it was usually thought that he had nothing meaningful to say about
society or politics. Kierkegaard has been traditionally characterized as a Christian writer who placed
supreme importance on the inward religious life of each individual believer. His radical view seemed
to many to undermine any meaningful conception of the community, society or the state. In recent
years, however, scholars have begun to correct this image of Kierkegaard as an apolitical thinker.
The present volume attempts to document the use of Kierkegaard by later thinkers in the context of
social-political thought. It shows how his ideas have been employed by very different kinds of writers
and activists with very different political goals and agendas. Many of the articles show that, although
Kierkegaard has been criticized for his reactionary views on some social and political questions, he
has been appropriated as a source of insight and inspiration by a number of later thinkers with very
progressive, indeed, visionary political views.
  autobiography on martin luther king jr: Dictionary of Modern American Philosophers John R.
Shook, 2005-01-01 The Dictionary of Modern American Philosophers includes both academic and
non-academic philosophers, anda large number of female and minority thinkers whose work has
been neglected. It includes those intellectualsinvolved in the development of psychology, pedagogy,
sociology, anthropology, education, theology, politicalscience, and several other fields, before these
disciplines came to be considered distinct from philosophy in thelate nineteenth century.Each entry
contains a short biography of the writer, an exposition and analysis of his or her doctrines and ideas,
abibliography of writings, and suggestions for further reading. While all the major post-Civil War
philosophers arepresent, the most valuable feature of this dictionary is its coverage of a huge range
of less well-known writers,including hundreds of presently obscure thinkers. In many cases, the
Dictionary of Modern AmericanPhilosophers offers the first scholarly treatment of the life and work
of certain writers. This book will be anindispensable reference work for scholars working on almost
any aspect of modern American thought.
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