old carts pain assessment

0ld Carts Pain Assessment: A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding Pain

old carts pain assessment is a crucial tool in the medical field for
evaluating and understanding a patient’s pain experience. Pain, by nature, is
subjective and complex, making accurate assessment essential for effective
diagnosis and treatment. The OLD CARTS acronym helps healthcare providers
gather detailed and structured information about a patient's pain, ensuring
no significant aspect is overlooked.

In this article, we’ll explore the components of OLD CARTS pain assessment,
how to apply it in clinical practice, and why it remains a fundamental part
of pain evaluation. Whether you’'re a healthcare professional looking to
refine your assessment skills or someone interested in understanding how pain
is systematically evaluated, this comprehensive guide will shed light on the
topic.

What is OLD CARTS Pain Assessment?

OLD CARTS is a mnemonic device used by medical professionals to remember the
key elements needed to assess pain thoroughly. Each letter stands for a
specific aspect of pain that needs to be evaluated:

: Onset

Location

Duration

Character
Aggravating factors
Relieving factors
Timing

Severity
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By systematically addressing each of these areas, clinicians can gain a
clearer picture of the patient’s pain, which aids in making accurate
diagnoses and formulating treatment plans.

Why Use OLD CARTS?

Pain is subjective and varies greatly between individuals. Without a
structured approach, important details can easily be missed during patient
interviews. OLD CARTS ensures a comprehensive pain history is collected,
helping to differentiate between types of pain (e.g., acute vs. chronic),
identify potential causes, and monitor changes over time.



Moreover, using a standardized method like OLD CARTS enhances communication
among healthcare providers, improving continuity of care.

Breaking Down Each Component of OLD CARTS

Understanding each element of the OLD CARTS pain assessment is vital for
effective application.

Onset

The onset refers to when the pain started. Asking about onset helps determine
whether the pain is acute, developing suddenly, or chronic, persisting over
time. For example, a sudden onset may indicate injury or infection, while
gradual onset could suggest a degenerative or inflammatory process.

Questions to consider include:
- When did the pain begin?

- Was it sudden or gradual?
- Did it start after an injury or spontaneously?

Location

Pinpointing the exact location of pain helps narrow down potential causes.
Patients may describe pain as localized or radiating. Using diagrams or
asking patients to point can improve accuracy.

It’'s also important to note if the pain shifts locations or is present in
multiple areas, which might suggest systemic issues.

Duration

Duration refers to how long the pain lasts. Is it constant or intermittent?
Does it last seconds, minutes, hours, or days? This information aids in
distinguishing between different pain patterns and conditions.

For example, pain that lasts only a few seconds might be neuropathic, while
constant pain could indicate ongoing tissue damage.

Character

The character describes the nature of the pain. Common descriptors include



sharp, dull, throbbing, burning, stabbing, or aching. Understanding the
pain’s quality helps identify its origin—-whether it’'s nerve-related,
musculoskeletal, vascular, or visceral.

Encouraging patients to use their own words or analogies can provide deeper
insight into the pain experience.

Aggravating Factors

Identifying what makes the pain worse is crucial. Aggravating factors might
include movement, certain positions, stress, or specific activities.

Knowing these triggers allows clinicians to advise patients on avoiding or
modifying behaviors that exacerbate pain, improving quality of life.

Relieving Factors

Similarly, understanding what alleviates pain offers clues about its nature.
Relief might come from rest, medication, heat or cold application, or other
interventions.

This knowledge guides treatment decisions and helps assess the effectiveness
of current therapies.

Timing

Timing involves when the pain occurs during the day or in relation to
activities. Is it worse in the morning, at night, or after exercise? Does it
follow a pattern?

Recognizing timing patterns can be critical in diagnosing conditions like
arthritis (often worse in the morning) or vascular claudication (occurring
with activity).

Severity

Pain severity is often measured using scales such as the numerical rating
scale (0-10), visual analog scale, or descriptive terms (mild, moderate,
severe).

Assessing severity allows clinicians to gauge the impact of pain on daily
functioning and monitor changes over time or in response to treatment.



Applying OLD CARTS in Clinical Practice

Incorporating OLD CARTS into patient interviews can be straightforward with
practice. Here are some tips for healthcare providers:

e Start with open-ended questions: Encourage patients to describe their
pain in their own words before guiding the conversation through OLD
CARTS.

e Use the mnemonic as a checklist: Systematically cover each component to
ensure no detail is missed.

e Document thoroughly: Accurate records of the pain assessment facilitate
better follow-up and interprofessional communication.

e Be empathetic and patient: Pain can be distressing, and a supportive
approach encourages honest and detailed responses.

e Tailor questions to the patient’s context: Pediatric, geriatric, or

cognitively impaired patients may require modified approaches or
additional tools.

Integrating OLD CARTS with Other Assessment Tools

While OLD CARTS provides a solid framework for pain history, it can be
complemented by other assessment tools such as:

- Visual Analog Scales (VAS) for pain intensity

- McGill Pain Questionnaire for detailed pain quality

- Functional assessments to evaluate pain’s impact on activities of daily
living

Combining OLD CARTS with these tools enhances the comprehensiveness of pain
evaluation.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Despite its usefulness, OLD CARTS pain assessment can present challenges:

Patients Struggling to Describe Pain



Some individuals find it difficult to articulate their pain experience. Using
descriptive words, pictures, or analogies can help. Encouraging patients to
describe how pain feels compared to familiar sensations may elicit more
precise information.

Language Barriers

When language differences exist, interpreters or translated pain assessment
tools can aid communication. Non-verbal cues and body language should also be
observed carefully.

Cognitive or Emotional Factors

Conditions like dementia or anxiety may affect patients’ pain reporting. In
such cases, observational pain scales and collateral history from caregivers
can supplement OLD CARTS.

The Role of OLD CARTS in Chronic Pain
Management

Chronic pain often requires ongoing evaluation to track changes and adjust
treatment plans. OLD CARTS is valuable in this setting because it captures
evolving pain characteristics and triggers over time.

For chronic pain sufferers, identifying aggravating and relieving factors
through OLD CARTS can empower self-management strategies, such as pacing
activities or applying specific therapies.

Furthermore, regular pain assessments using OLD CARTS help healthcare
providers recognize when pain patterns suggest complications or new
underlying conditions.

Enhancing Patient Communication Through OLD
CARTS

A thorough pain assessment is not just a data-gathering exercise; it'’s an
opportunity to build trust and rapport. Patients who feel heard and
understood are more likely to engage in their care and adhere to treatment
plans.

Using the OLD CARTS framework demonstrates a clinician’s commitment to



understanding the patient’s experience fully. It encourages dialogue,
clarifies expectations, and can reduce patient anxiety about their symptoms.

Tips for Patients When Discussing Pain

Patients can improve communication by:

Keeping a pain diary noting onset, duration, and severity

Being honest about what makes pain better or worse

Describing pain using specific adjectives

Sharing how pain affects daily life and mood

This information enriches the OLD CARTS assessment and leads to better care
outcomes.

Conclusion

Understanding and managing pain effectively starts with a solid assessment,
and OLD CARTS pain assessment remains one of the most reliable and user-
friendly methods available. By systematically exploring the onset, location,
duration, character, aggravating and relieving factors, timing, and severity
of pain, healthcare providers gain comprehensive insights into their
patients’ discomfort.

This structured approach not only improves diagnosis and treatment plans but
also fosters meaningful patient-provider communication. Whether applied in
acute settings or chronic pain management, OLD CARTS continues to be an
indispensable tool in delivering compassionate, effective care.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the OLD CARTS pain assessment
tool?

The OLD CARTS pain assessment tool is used by healthcare professionals to
systematically evaluate and document a patient's pain by exploring key
characteristics such as Onset, Location, Duration, Characteristics,
Aggravating factors, Relieving factors, Timing, and Severity.



What does each letter in OLD CARTS stand for in pain
assessment?

OLD CARTS stands for Onset, Location, Duration, Characteristics, Aggravating
factors, Relieving factors, Timing, and Severity, which are critical
components used to assess and describe a patient's pain comprehensively.

How does the OLD CARTS method improve pain
assessment accuracy?

By using a structured approach, OLD CARTS ensures that clinicians collect
detailed and consistent information about the pain, leading to more accurate
diagnoses and tailored treatment plans.

Can OLD CARTS be used for assessing pain in all
patient populations?

Yes, OLD CARTS is a versatile tool that can be adapted for use in various
patient populations, including adults, children, and elderly patients,
although modifications may be necessary based on communication abilities.

How is severity measured in the OLD CARTS pain
assessment?

Severity is typically measured using pain scales such as the Numeric Rating
Scale (0-10), Visual Analog Scale, or Wong-Baker Faces Pain Rating Scale,
allowing patients to quantify the intensity of their pain.

What role does 'Timing' play in the OLD CARTS pain
assessment?

'Timing' helps determine when the pain occurs, its frequency, duration, and
any patterns, which can provide insight into potential causes or triggers of
the pain.

How do 'Aggravating' and 'Relieving' factors assist
in pain management?

Identifying aggravating and relieving factors helps clinicians understand
what worsens or alleviates the pain, guiding effective interventions and
treatment strategies.

Is OLD CARTS effective for assessing chronic pain
conditions?

Yes, OLD CARTS is effective for chronic pain assessment as it captures



detailed information about pain characteristics and patterns over time, which
is essential for managing long-term pain.

How can clinicians document pain location using OLD
CARTS?

Clinicians ask patients to specify the exact location of pain, often using
body charts or descriptive terms, to accurately document where the pain is
felt.

What are some limitations of the OLD CARTS pain
assessment tool?

Limitations include potential difficulties in use with non-verbal patients or
those with cognitive impairments, and it relies on patient self-report, which
may be subjective or influenced by communication barriers.

Additional Resources

0ld Carts Pain Assessment: A Critical Tool in Clinical Pain Evaluation

old carts pain assessment serves as a foundational framework for healthcare
professionals to systematically evaluate pain in patients. Pain, an
inherently subjective experience, poses significant challenges in diagnosis
and management. The OLD CARTS mnemonic offers a structured approach to
gathering comprehensive information about a patient’s pain, facilitating
accurate diagnosis and effective treatment plans. This article delves into
the components of the OLD CARTS pain assessment, its clinical relevance, and
how it integrates with modern pain management practices.

Understanding the OLD CARTS Pain Assessment
Framework

The OLD CARTS acronym stands for Onset, Location, Duration, Character,
Aggravating factors, Relieving factors, Timing, and Severity. Each element
prompts specific questions that help clinicians explore the nature of the
pain in detail. By systematically addressing these components, healthcare
providers can differentiate between various types of pain—acute versus
chronic, nociceptive versus neuropathic—and tailor interventions accordingly.

Components of OLD CARTS



Onset: When did the pain begin? Was it sudden or gradual? Understanding
the onset can signal the potential cause, such as trauma, infection, or
chronic disease progression.

e Location: Where is the pain located? Is it localized or diffuse? Precise
localization can help in identifying the affected organ or tissue.

e Duration: How long has the pain been present? Duration helps distinguish
between transient discomfort and persistent pain syndromes.

e Character: What is the nature of the pain? Descriptors like burning,
stabbing, throbbing, or aching provide clues about underlying pathology.

e Aggravating factors: What worsens the pain? Identifying triggers can
guide lifestyle modifications and pinpoint causative activities.

* Relieving factors: What alleviates the pain? This information aids in
optimizing therapeutic strategies.

e Timing: Does the pain follow a specific pattern or occur at certain
times? Timing insights can be diagnostic, such as nocturnal pain
suggesting malignancy.

e Severity: How intense is the pain? Quantifying severity, often through
scales like the Numeric Rating Scale (NRS), informs urgency and
treatment adequacy.

The Clinical Importance of OLD CARTS in Pain
Management

Pain assessment remains a cornerstone in clinical encounters across
specialties—from emergency medicine to palliative care. The OLD CARTS
mnemonic enables clinicians to collect a detailed pain history without
overlooking critical aspects. Such a comprehensive history is vital because
pain often manifests with overlapping symptoms that can obscure diagnosis.

For example, differentiating between cardiac chest pain and musculoskeletal
discomfort necessitates understanding the pain’s onset, character, and
associated factors. Similarly, neuropathic pain conditions like diabetic
neuropathy often present with burning or shooting pain, which can be
elucidated through the character and location components of OLD CARTS.

Incorporating OLD CARTS into clinical practice also enhances communication
between healthcare providers. Standardized pain assessment ensures consistent
documentation and facilitates interdisciplinary collaboration, ultimately
improving patient outcomes.



Comparisons with Other Pain Assessment Tools

While OLD CARTS is a qualitative tool focusing on history-taking, other pain
assessment instruments emphasize measurement and quantification. For
instance:

e Visual Analog Scale (VAS): Patients rate pain intensity on a continuum,
usually from 0 (no pain) to 10 (worst pain imaginable).

* Numeric Rating Scale (NRS): Similar to VAS, provides a numerical pain
intensity score.

e McGill Pain Questionnaire: A comprehensive tool combining qualitative
and quantitative data about pain quality and intensity.

OLD CARTS complements these scales by providing context and qualitative
insights that mere numbers cannot capture. It guides clinicians in
interpreting pain scores within the broader clinical picture.

Implementing OLD CARTS in Diverse Clinical
Settings

The adaptability of the OLD CARTS framework lends itself to varied healthcare
environments, including primary care, emergency departments, and specialized
pain clinics. Each setting benefits from the structured approach by aligning
assessment with clinical priorities.

Emergency Medicine

In the emergency department, rapid yet thorough pain assessment is crucial.
The OLD CARTS method enables clinicians to quickly gather pertinent
information to rule out life-threatening conditions. For example,
understanding the timing and character of chest pain can expedite diagnosis
of myocardial infarction versus less critical causes.

Chronic Pain Management

For patients with chronic pain, OLD CARTS supports ongoing evaluation of
symptom progression, treatment efficacy, and identification of new
aggravating or relieving factors. This dynamic assessment process is
essential for tailoring multimodal pain management plans.



Pediatric and Geriatric Considerations

While OLD CARTS is primarily designed for adult patients, adaptations are
necessary for pediatric and geriatric populations. In children, incorporating
parental input and using age-appropriate descriptors can enhance accuracy.
For older adults, cognitive impairments may necessitate simplified
questioning or additional observational tools.

Strengths and Limitations of OLD CARTS Pain
Assessment

No pain assessment method is without limitations. OLD CARTS excels by
fostering a comprehensive, narrative-driven exploration of pain, yet it
relies heavily on patient communication. Patients with language barriers,
cognitive deficits, or cultural differences may struggle to convey all
aspects effectively.
e Strengths:
o Systematic and holistic approach
o Facilitates differential diagnosis

o Enhances provider-patient communication

o Complements quantitative pain scales

e Limitations:
o Dependent on patient’s ability to describe pain
o Time-consuming in busy clinical settings

o May require clinician training for effective use

Recognizing these factors is essential in clinical decision-making to ensure
pain assessment remains accurate and meaningful.



Technological Integration and Future Directions

With advancements in digital health, pain assessment tools including OLD
CARTS are being incorporated into electronic health records (EHRs) and mobile
applications. Digital prompts based on OLD CARTS can standardize data capture
and improve real-time decision support.

Moreover, artificial intelligence (AI) algorithms may soon analyze OLD CARTS-
derived data to detect pain patterns and predict treatment responses. Such
innovations could enhance personalized pain management and reduce the trial-
and-error approach prevalent in current practice.

As the understanding of pain biology evolves, integrating OLD CARTS with
biomarker assessments and imaging studies may refine diagnostic accuracy
further. This multidisciplinary approach underscores the ongoing relevance of
OLD CARTS within a broader pain evaluation spectrum.

Exploring the OLD CARTS pain assessment reveals its enduring value in
clinical practice. By offering a structured yet flexible method for pain
evaluation, it continues to guide healthcare providers toward more nuanced
and effective patient care.
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old carts pain assessment: Assessment and Multimodal Management of Pain Maureen
Cooney, Ann Quinlan-Colwell, 2020-10-31 Learn best practices and evidence-based guidelines for
assessing and managing pain! Assessment and Multimodal Management of Pain: An Integrative
Approach describes how to provide effective management of pain through the use of multiple
medications and techniques, including both pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic treatment
regimens. A holistic approach provides an in-depth understanding of pain and includes practical
assessment tools along with coverage of opioid and non-opioid analgesics, interventional and herbal
approaches to pain, and much more. Written by experts Maureen F. Cooney and Ann
Quinlan-Colwell, this reference is a complete, step-by-step guide to contemporary pain assessment
and management. - Evidence-based, practical guidance helps students learn to plan and implement
pain management, and aligns with current guidelines and best practices. - Comprehensive
information on the pharmacologic management of pain includes nonopioid analgesics, opioid
analgesics, and co-analgesics, including dose titration, routes of administration, and prevention of
side effects. - UNIQUE! Multimodal approach for pain management is explored throughout the book,
as it affects assessment, the physiologic experience, and the culturally determined expression,
acknowledgement, and management of pain. - UNIQUE! Holistic, integrative approach includes
thorough coverage of pain management with non-pharmacologic methods. - Clinical scenarios are
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cited to illustrate key points. - Equivalent analgesic action for common pain medications provides
readers with useful guidance relating to medication selection. - Pain-rating scales in over 20
languages are included in the appendix for improved patient/clinician communication and accurate
pain assessment. - UNIQUE! Authors Maureen F. Cooney and Ann Quinlan-Colwell are two of the
foremost authorities in multimodal pain assessment and management. - Sample forms, guidelines,
protocols, and other hands-on tools are included, and may be reproduced for use in the classroom or
clinical setting.

old carts pain assessment: Compact Clinical Guide to Geriatric Pain Management Ann
Quinlan-Colwell, 2011-12-20 The care of older adults suffering with pain is a difficult task that calls
for understanding as well as compassion. Dr. Quinlan-Colwell has written an excellent book that
deals with every facet of the problems that are encountered by caregivers....[This book] provides the
reader with valuable knowledge that will diminish suffering and enrich the lives of people
confronting new, often frightening, problems. From the Foreword by Ronald Melzack, PhD, FRSC
Professor Emeritus McGill University This is a well-written and concise book....Nurses and other
healthcare professionals will certainly find this book a useful resource for understanding and
managing geriatric pain.--Clinical Nurse Specialist Older adults can be especially susceptible to the
debilitating effects of chronic pain, yet there are often barriers to successfully alleviating pain on the
part of elderly patients and the health care professionals who treat them. This comprehensive guide
to geriatric pain management provides the most current information available on assessment and
treatment of pain in older adults. In a concise, reader-friendly format, the book provides techniques,
tips, and tools for assessing pain and examines barriers to appropriate treatment. It addresses the
physiological and psychosocial factors underlying the process and occurrence of pain and helps
nurses to develop a comprehensive multimodal approach to pain management that includes
pharmacological and nonpharmacological interventions. The guide provides detailed coverage of
medications commonly used for pain management, including all contraindications and side effects,
so that nurses will be able to evaluate the best use of a medication in the context of comorbidities
and sensitivities of each individual. Also addressed are chronic illnesses common to the elderly
population, palliative and hospice care, treatment of concurrent depression and anxiety, treatment
of cognitively impaired elderly, and techniques for assessment and intervention in cases of
substance abuse. Key Features: Provides concise yet comprehensive information on assessment and
treatment of geriatric pain Includes detailed coverage of a great variety of pain medications,
including contraindications and side effects Explores barriers to appropriate treatment Covers
chronic diseases of the elderly, palliative and hospice care, depression and anxiety, substance abuse,
and treatment of cognitively impaired elderly Written by a highly respected practitioner and
educator in geriatric pain management Includes case studies, handy tables, questions for reflection,
and references for additional study

old carts pain assessment: Varney's Midwifery Tekoa L. King, King, Mary C. Brucker, Jan M.
Kriebs, Jenifer O. Fahey, 2013-10-21 Important Notice: The digital edition of this book is missing
some of the images or content found in the physical edition.The gold standard for midwives and
students is back with Varney’s Midwifery, Fifth Edition. New to this edition are chapters describing
the profession of midwifery, reproductive physiology, clinical genetics, and support for women in
labor. Interwoven throughout is information on primary care, gynecology, maternity care, and
neonatal care. With chapters written by a variety of expert midwives and an increased emphasis on
reproductive anatomy and physiology, this new edition assists students and clinicians in
understanding not only what to do but why. Updated to reflect evidence-based care, this edition also
discusses the pathophysiology of various conditions in the context of normal changes in the
reproductive cycle. Also included are numerous new anatomical and clinical illustrations.

old carts pain assessment: Foundations of Nursing - E-Book Barbara Lauritsen
Christensen, Elaine Oden Kockrow, 2013-12-27 Part of the popular LPN Threads series, this
comprehensive text prepares you for safe and effective nursing practice in today’s fast-paced
healthcare environment. Covering maternal and neonatal, pediatric, geriatric, mental health, and



community nursing, Foundations of Nursing, 6th Edition, includes all of the essential LPN/LVN
content you need. Companion CD includes animations and audio clips depicting physiologic
processes, physical assessment video clips, an English/Spanish glossary with definitions and audio
pronunciations, an anatomy coloring book, and a fluid and electrolytes tutorial. The consistent,
logical framework of the nursing process connects specific disorders to patient care. A mathematics
review chapter provides a complete review of basic arithmetic skills and practice in drug dosage
calculation to ensure safe medication administration. Safety Alert boxes help you implement The
Joint Commission’s safety guidelines in all settings, with considerations for special populations.
Nursing Diagnosis boxes, screened and highlighted in the text, include nursing diagnoses for
specific disorders paired with the appropriate nursing interventions. More than 100 skills in a
step-by-step format with full-color illustrations present clearly defined nursing actions with
rationales for the skills and techniques you’ll use in practice. Medication tables are meticulously
detailed and provide quick access to action, dosage, precautions, and nursing considerations for
commonly used drugs. Nursing Care Plans, presented in a case-study format, emphasize patient
goals and outcomes and end with Critical Thinking Questions to develop your clinical
decision-making skills. Coordinated Care boxes emphasize parameters for prioritizing tasks, as well
as assigning tasks to and supervising unlicensed assistive personnel. Patient Teaching boxes and
Family Teaching boxes include post-hospital discharge guidelines and disease prevention
instructions with a strong focus on three-way communication among the nurse, patient, and family
members. Life Span Considerations for Older Adults boxes provide age-specific information for the
care of the aging population, which is often the primary focus of the LPN/LVN nurse. Home Care
Considerations boxes discuss the issues facing patients and caregivers in the home health care
setting. Health Promotion boxes provide key information on staying healthy and preventing disease,
with tips on wellness from Healthy People 2010. Cultural Considerations boxes discuss how to
address the health needs of a culturally diverse patient population when planning care. Enhanced
focus on the NCLEX® Examination offers end-of-chapter Get Ready for the NCLEX Examination!
sections with key points for self-guided study and remediation and an extensive set of review
questions for thorough self-assessment. Additional review questions on Evolve provide instant
feedback with correct answer and rationale for even more test-taking practice. Evidence-Based
Practice boxes summarize the latest research findings and highlight how they apply to LPN/LVN
practice. Updated, vibrant full-color design highlights key information and enhances your
understanding of important concepts.

old carts pain assessment: Foundations of Nursing E-Book Kim Cooper, Kelly Gosnell,
2018-10-23 - NEW! Expanded and updated art program enhances content with original photos and
line art - NEW! NCLEX-PN Review questions at the end of each chapter include alternate item
formats and cover all chapter objectives. - NEW! Reorganized chapters make it easier for you to
follow and understand the material.

old carts pain assessment: Foundations and Adult Health Nursing Kim Cooper, RN, MSN,
Kelly Gosnell, RN, MSN, 2014-08-25 An all-inclusive guide to fundamentals and medical-surgical
nursing for the LPN/LVN, Foundations and Adult Health Nursing, 7th Edition covers the skills you
need for clinical practice, from anatomy and physiology to nursing interventions and maternity,
neonatal, pediatric, geriatric, mental health, and community health care. Guidelines for patient care
are presented within the framework of the five-step nursing process; Nursing Care Plans are
described within a case-study format to help you develop skills in clinical decision-making. Written
by Kim Cooper and Kelly Gosnell, this text includes all of the content from their Foundations of
Nursing and Adult Health Nursing books, including review questions to help you prepare for the
NCLEX-PN® examination! Full-color, step-by-step instructions for over 100 skills show nursing
techniques and procedures along with rationales for each. The 5-step Nursing Process connects
specific disorders to patient care - with a summary at the end of each chapter. Nursing Care Plans
emphasize patient goals and outcomes within a case-study format, and promotes clinical
decision-making with critical thinking questions at the end of each care plan. Clear coverage of



essential A&P is provided by an Introduction to Anatomy and Physiology chapter along with an
overview of A&P in all body systems chapters. Student-friendly features enhance the learning of
nursing skills with summary boxes for Patient Teaching, Health Promotion Considerations,
Complementary and Alternative Therapy, Cultural Considerations, Older Adult Considerations,
Home Care Considerations, Safety Alert, and Prioritization, Assignment, and Supervision. UNIQUE!
Mathematics review in Dosage Calculation and Medication Administration chapter covers basic
arithmetic skills prior to the discussion of medication administration. A focus on preparing for the
NCLEX examination includes review questions and Get Ready for the NCLEX Examination! sections
with key points organized by NCLEX Client Needs Categories. Evidence-Based Practice boxes
provide synopses of nursing research articles and other scientific articles applicable to nursing,
along with nursing implications for the LPN/LVN. Nursing Diagnosis boxes summarize nursing
diagnoses for specific disorders along with the appropriate nursing interventions. UNIQUE!
Delegation Considerations boxes provide parameters for delegation to nurse assistants, patient care
technicians, and unlicensed assistive personnel. Medication Therapy tables provide quick access to
actions, dosages, precautions, and nursing considerations for commonly used drugs. NEW!
Reorganized chapters make it easier to follow and understand the material. NEW! Icons in page
margins indicate videos, audios, and animations on the Evolve companion website that may be
accessed for enhanced learning. UDATED illustrations include photographs of common nursing
skills.

old carts pain assessment: Foundations and Adult Health Nursing - E-Book Kim Cooper, Kelly
Gosnell, 2014-10-01 An all-inclusive guide to fundamentals and medical-surgical nursing for the
LPN/LVN, Foundations and Adult Health Nursing, 7th Edition covers the skills you need for clinical
practice, from anatomy and physiology to nursing interventions and maternity, neonatal, pediatric,
geriatric, mental health, and community health care. Guidelines for patient care are presented
within the framework of the five-step nursing process; Nursing Care Plans are described within a
case-study format to help you develop skills in clinical decision-making. Written by Kim Cooper and
Kelly Gosnell, this text includes all of the content from their Foundations of Nursing and Adult
Health Nursing books, including review questions to help you prepare for the NCLEX-PN®
examination! Full-color, step-by-step instructions for over 100 skills show nursing techniques and
procedures along with rationales for each. The 5-step Nursing Process connects specific disorders to
patient care — with a summary at the end of each chapter. Nursing Care Plans emphasize patient
goals and outcomes within a case-study format, and promotes clinical decision-making with critical
thinking questions at the end of each care plan. Clear coverage of essential A&P is provided by an
Introduction to Anatomy and Physiology chapter along with an overview of A&P in all body systems
chapters. Student-friendly features enhance the learning of nursing skills with summary boxes for
Patient Teaching, Health Promotion Considerations, Complementary and Alternative Therapy,
Cultural Considerations, Older Adult Considerations, Home Care Considerations, Safety Alert, and
Prioritization, Assignment, and Supervision. UNIQUE! Mathematics review in Dosage Calculation
and Medication Administration chapter covers basic arithmetic skills prior to the discussion of
medication administration. A focus on preparing for the NCLEX examination includes review
questions and Get Ready for the NCLEX Examination! sections with key points organized by NCLEX
Client Needs Categories. Evidence-Based Practice boxes provide synopses of nursing research
articles and other scientific articles applicable to nursing, along with nursing implications for the
LPN/LVN. Nursing Diagnosis boxes summarize nursing diagnoses for specific disorders along with
the appropriate nursing interventions. UNIQUE! Delegation Considerations boxes provide
parameters for delegation to nurse assistants, patient care technicians, and unlicensed assistive
personnel. Medication Therapy tables provide quick access to actions, dosages, precautions, and
nursing considerations for commonly used drugs. NEW! Reorganized chapters make it easier to
follow and understand the material. NEW! Icons in page margins indicate videos, audios, and
animations on the Evolve companion website that may be accessed for enhanced learning. UDATED
illustrations include photographs of common nursing skills.




old carts pain assessment: Lippincott Manual of Nursing Practice Sandra M Nettina,
Christine Nelson-Tuttle, 2024-08-19 The Lippincott Manual of Nursing Practice, 12th Edition is your
trusted companion in the dynamic world of healthcare, enabling you to deliver high-quality,
patient-centered care in any setting. Comprehensive, meticulously updated, and authored by nurses
with more than 75 years of combined nursing experience, this essential guide offers a wealth of
knowledge and practical guidance to nursing students, and support to nurses at all stages of their
careers. This edition focuses on both the clinical and compassionate aspects of nursing, with
extensively updated content. Organized into four distinct parts—Medical-Surgical Nursing,
Maternity and Neonatal Nursing, Pediatric Nursing, and Psychiatric Nursing—this manual offers a
logical and accessible format. Each section is enriched with Clinical Judgment Alerts, Population
Awareness Alerts, and Drug Alerts, emphasizing crucial information for nurse decision-making and
sensitivity to diverse patient populations. With a commitment to inclusive and nonbiased language,
the Lippincott Manual of Nursing Practice addresses the unique perspectives, complex challenges,
and lived experiences of diverse populations traditionally underrepresented in health literature.

old carts pain assessment: Illustrated Study Guide for the NCLEX-RN® Exam EBook JoAnn
Zerwekh, 2022-01-13 Who says studying for the NCLEX® can't be fun? Illustrated Study Guide for
the NCLEX-RN® Exam, 11th Edition uses colorful drawings and mnemonic cartoons to help you
review and remember the nursing content found on the NCLEX-RN examination. A concise outline
format makes it easier to study key facts, principles, and applications of the nursing process. More
than 2,500 NCLEX exam-style questions on the Evolve website allow you to create practice exams,
identify your strengths and weaknesses, and review answers and rationales. Written by noted
NCLEX expert JoAnn Zerwekh, this study guide provides a visual, unintimidating way to prepare for
success on the NCLEX-RN exam. - More than 2,500 review questions on the Evolve website allow
you to practice test-taking in Study or Exam mode. - UNIQUE! Mnemonic cartoons provide a fun,
easy way to review and remember key nursing concepts and disease processes. - UNIQUE!
Integrated systems approach incorporates pediatric, adult, and older adult lifespan considerations
for basic nursing care concepts. - UNIQUE! Appendixes in each chapter summarize diagnostic tests,
medications, and nursing procedures for quick reference. - Answers and rationales are provided for
all review questions. - Alternate item format questions on Evolve prepare you for the interactive
question types on the NCLEX examination, including priority, drag-and-drop, and hot-spot questions.
- Priority Concepts at the beginning of each chapter focus your attention on the chapter's key
nursing concepts. - Nursing Priority boxes make it easier to distinguish priorities of nursing care. -
Test Alert boxes highlight concepts frequently found on the NCLEX test plan. - Pharmacology tables
make key drug information easy to find, with high-alert medications noted by a special icon. - Special
icons distinguish pediatric and adult disorders, and identify Self-Care and Home Care content. -
NEW! Patient Scenarios and Next Generation NCLEX® (NGN) Examination-Style question types on
the Evolve website provide practice with these new types of questions. - NEW! Review of the
NCSBN's clinical judgment model and six cognitive skills helps to prepare you for the nursing
profession and taking the NCLEX-RN® examination. - NEW! Pediatric content is moved into a
separate new chapter and organized by body systems.

old carts pain assessment: Black's Medical-Surgical Nursing, First South Asia Edition
Malarvizhi S., Renuka Gugan, 2019-04-15 - Content revised, updated, and adapted to suit the South
Asian curricula - A new chapter added on Geriatric Nursing, in line with the curriculum prescribed
by the Indian Nursing Council - Statistics, health programs, and nursing practice guidelines updated
for regional adaptation - Review questions added to all the units within the book - Digital resources
available on MedEnact: Instructor Resources 1. Image collection 2. Instructor's manual 3.
PowerPoint presentations Student Resources 1. Case studies 2. Critical thinking questions 3. Guides
to clinical pathways 4. Client education guides

old carts pain assessment: Independent and Supplementary Prescribing At a Glance Barry
Hill, Aby Mitchell, 2022-11-15 Independent and Supplementary Prescribing At a Glance The
market-leading at a Glance series is popular among healthcare students and newly qualified



practitioners for its concise, simple approach and excellent illustrations. Each bite-sized chapter is
covered in a double-page spread with clear, easy-to-follow diagrams, supported by succinct
explanatory text. Covering a wide range of topics, books in the at a Glance series are ideal as
introductory texts for teaching, learning and revision, and are useful throughout university and
beyond. Everything you need to know about Independent and Supplementary Prescribing at a
Glance! Independent and Supplementary Prescribing At a Glance is an accessible and practical
resource for healthcare students looking to become independent and supplementary prescribers.
Each part of the book is mapped against a recognised prescribing framework published by the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) for all Registered Healthcare Professionals, and addresses NMC and
HCPC regulatory body requirements. The text presents full-colour images, a user-friendly approach
to key prescribing topics, and a structure that allows readers to dip-in and out as needed, appealing
to a variety of learning styles. Topics include: Professional, legal, and ethical prescribing
considerations; independent and supplementary prescribing; critical thinking and clinical reasoning;
exploring interventions and differential diagnosis Non-pharmacological approaches and
pharmacological treatment options; prescribing reference guides, medication selection and how to
prescribe Holistic assessment, quality of life, and evidence-based practice; public health, infection
prevention and control; consultation models and principles of history taking and physical
examination skills Building relationships, inclusive prescribing and informed choices; medicine
optimisation, adverse reactions, and prescribing generic products Independent and Supplementary
Prescribing At a Glance is a comprehensive and complete learning and study resource for Registered
Nurses, Registered Midwives, Physician Associates and Healthcare Professionals who want to
become independent prescribers within the UK. For more information on the complete range of
Wiley nursing and health publishing, please visit: www.wiley.com To receive automatic updates on
Wiley books and journals, join our email list. Sign up today at www.wiley.com/email All content
reviewed by students for students Wiley nursing books are designed exactly for their intended
audience. All of our books are developed in collaboration with students. This means that our books
are always published with you, the student, in mind. If you would like to be one of our student
reviewers, go to www.reviewnursingbooks.com to find out more. This new edition is also available as
an e-book. For more details, please see www.wiley.com/buy/9781119837916

old carts pain assessment: Foundations of Adult Nursing Dianne Burns, 2015-04-30
Covering the issues, themes and principles that explain what it means to be a nurse today, this book
provides the theory students need to know and applies it to the diverse patient groups and settings
that students will encounter on their placements. Key features of the book are: - Introduces the core
aspects of adult nursing - An evidence-based approach with discussion of literature, policy and
research and suggested further reading for every chapter - Over 30 case studies to help students
understand the realities of practice across a range of settings including primary care and the
community - Stop and think boxes which challenge assumptions and encourage reflection - A
companion website with sample questions for lecturers to use in seminars, multiple choice questions
for student revision and free SAGE journal articles The book has been closely developed in line with
the NMC Standards and Essential Skills Clusters and supports students across their entire degree
programme as they develop into nurses of the future ready to deliver and lead care.

old carts pain assessment: Unfolding Health Assessment Case Studies for the Student Nurse,
Second Edition Kristi Maynard, Andrea Adimando, 2024-04-10 “This is an extraordinary and
contemporary learning resource for all nursing students and faculty.” -Jeffery Ramirez, PhD,
PMHNP-BC, CNE, FNAP, FAANP, FAAN Director of Graduate Nursing Programs and Professor
Gonzaga University, School of Health Sciences “The ease of reading the 16 chapters cannot be
overemphasized. This notable book will amplify essential ’knowing’ for the newest to enter our
profession. Quite simply, this little gem delivers!” -Linda Honan, PhD, CNS-BC, FAAN, ANEF
Professor Emerita, Yale University School of Nursing Critical thinking can be the difference between
keeping patients safe and putting them in harm’s way. But as a student nurse, you may find that
mastering these skills is challenging, and you may lack confidence in assessing a patient’s health.



Case studies are a common, beneficial learning approach. Traditionally, they present information
upfront, with the patient’s status predetermined. But that isn’t realistic, as a patient’s health can
often take an unexpected turn. Unfolding case studies provide new information over time, teaching
you to think critically and apply what you've learned in nursing school to real-life situations you’ll
face on the job. Authors Kristi Maynard and Andrea Adimando created Unfolding Health Assessment
Case Studies for the Student Nurse for pre-licensure students who needs to review what they've
learned earlier and practicing nurses who can apply these concepts to more complex scenarios. This
book will: - Enhance students knowledge and skills in basic health assessment - Increase readers
comfort level in analyzing patient scenarios - Provide opportunities to practice and apply what
students learned in health assessment courses - Develop confidence in answering NCLEX questions
TABLE OF CONTENTS Chapter 1: Introduction to the Unfolding Case Study Chapter 2: Introduction
to the Nursing Process Chapter 3: Answering NCLEX-Style Questions Chapter 4: An Introduction to
Approaching the Patient Interview Chapter 5: Vital Sign Assessment Chapter 6: Assessing Mental
Status Chapter 7: Assessment Considerations for the Geriatric Patient Chapter 8: Assessment
Considerations for the Pediatric Patient Chapter 9: Neurological Anomalies Chapter 10:
Cardiovascular and Vascular Anomalies Chapter 11: Respiratory Anomalies Chapter 12:
Gastroenterological Anomalies Chapter 13: Genitourinary and Sexual Health Chapter 14:
Dermatological Anomalies Chapter 15: Head and Neck Anomalies Chapter 16: Assessment of the
Transgender Patient Appendix A: Practice Test Appendix B: NextGen Questions

old carts pain assessment: Health Assessment for Nursing Practice - E-Book Susan Fickertt
Wilson, Jean Foret Giddens, 2012-10-01 NEW! Adapting Health Assessment to an Ill Patient chapter
explains special techniques for performing a head-to-toe assessment of a patient in a hospital
setting, illustrated with a series of new examination photos. UNIQUE! Case Studies with Clinical
Reasoning Questions strengthen your critical thinking skills with algorithms focusing on noticing,
interpreting, and responding. NEW and UNIQUE! Quality and Safety Competencies for Nurses
(QSEN) tables address assessment competencies related to patient-centered care, teamwork and
collaboration, evidence-based practice, quality improvement, safety, and informatics. Health
Promotion for Evidence-Based Practice boxes outline new Healthy People 2020 objectives and
include thorough discussions of recommendations for health promotion and reducing risk. Ethnic,
Cultural, and Spiritual Variations boxes help you anticipate the unique needs of a multicultural
patient population. Newly combined Health Assessment Across the Life Span unit contains four
separate chapters that cover all lifespan content, including older adults, pregnant patients, and
infants, children, and adolescents. NEW! Synthesis and Application of Health Assessment unit
details how to conduct, document, and adapt the head-to-toe assessment.

old carts pain assessment: Adult-Gerontology Clinical Nurse Specialist Certification Review
Amy Shay, Jan Powers, Terry A. Doescher, 2021-03-02 Co-Published with the National Association of
Clinical Nurse Specialists (NACNS) to provide you with invaluable guidance for acing your
Adult-Gerontology CNS exam! This comprehensive review manual provides the ultimate resource for
either the AACN Adult-Gerontology Clinical Nurse Specialist Wellness Through Acute Care
(ACCNS-AG) or the ANCC Adult-Gerontology Clinical Nurse Specialist (AGCNS-BC) certification
exam. It incorporates both current test plans and the most recent NACNS core competencies,
encompassing all the essential knowledge you need to pass the exam and succeed in practice.
Written by certified Clinical Nurse Specialist educators and practitioners, this guide begins with an
overview of both exams, study tips, and test-taking strategies to help you prepare for the big day.
The manual is then organized into three sections according to the Three Spheres of Impact for CNS
Practice. Patient Direct Care: covers health assessment, diagnostic reasoning, pharmacology, and
pathophysiology Nurses & Nursing Practice: reviews health maximization, consultation, advocacy,
culturally competent care, and coaching and mentoring Organizations & Systems: features sections
on leadership, Ql/safety, outcomes, research, and evidence-based practice Adult-Gerontology
Clinical Nurse Specialist Certification Review provides a targeted, systematic review for the
ACCNS-AG and AGCNS-BC exams with end-of-chapter review questions and a FULL practice test



that includes answers and rationales in an easy-to-digest format. Key Features: Reflects the latest
AACN and ANCC test plans Incorporates the updated NACNS Core Competencies and the AACN
Scope and Standards for CNS Practice Edited and authored by certified Clinical Nurse Specialist
educators and practitioners Includes end-of-chapter review questions, PLUS a valuable 175-question
practice test with rationales for self-assessment Purchase includes digital access for use on most
mobile devices or computers

old carts pain assessment: Adult-Gerontology Practice Guidelines Jill C. Cash, Cheryl A.
Glass, 2015-06-26 The first book to encompass adult-gerontology practice guidelines for primary
care, this comprehensive resource is designed as a text and reference for health care practitioners
specializing as adultgerontology nurse practitioners (A-GNP). It provides current national practice
guidelines for delivering high-quality primary health care to adult, older adult, and pregnant patients
in the outpatient setting. The book delivers chapters that focus on the older adult person, including a
chapter describing the major effects of aging on each body system. For quick and easy access,
practice guidelines are organized primarily by body system, disorders listed alphabetically within
each body system, and each disorder presented in a consistent format throughout. With an emphasis
on history taking, the physical exam, and key features of the aging population, each of the more than
240 disorder guidelines include definition, incidence, pathogenesis, predisposing factors, common
complaints, other signs and symptoms, subjective data, physical exam, diagnostic tests, differential
diagnoses, plan of care, health promotion including dietary recommendations, follow-up guidelines,
and tips for consultation/referral. Particularly useful features include “Practice Pointers”
highlighting crucial information for a disorder and bold-faced “Alerts” from experienced
practitioners. The book also describes 19 procedures commonly used within the office or clinic
setting. More than 140 Patient Teaching Guides are included (perforated for ease of use) as well as
in digital format for customizing and printing. These include important information for patients
about safety and medications. Appendices feature normal lab values and dietary guidelines. Key
Features: Focuses specifically on the adult, older adult, and pregnant patient populations Delivers
consistent presentation of more than 240 disorders by body system for ease of access Step-by-step
review of 19 commonly used procedures “Practice Pointers” indicate highly important care points
Includes more than 140 extensive Patient Teaching Guides for “take home” information Useful as a
review text when preparing to take the A-GNP certification course and exam

old carts pain assessment: Family Practice Guidelines Jill C. Cash, 2023-01-30 Praise for
earlier editions: This is a wonderful book for both novice and experienced physician assistants and
nurse practitioners. This latest edition will see frequent use in your daily practice.” Score: 100, 5
stars--Doody's Medical Reviews This textbook provides comprehensive coverage of primary care
disorders in an easy-to-read format and contains invaluable step-by-step instructions for evaluating
and managing primary care patients. . . [It] belongs in every NP and PA's reference library. I highly
recommend this wonderful textbook. Maria T. Leik, MSN, FNP-BC, ANP-BC, GNP-BC President,
National ARNP Services, Inc. This core nursing resource has long served as an essential text for
thousands of NP students and as a valued clinical reference for family practice and primary care
clinicians. The sixth edition continues to provide current practice guidelines and professional
standards of care across the life span, with the addition of updated information in all chapters,
updated patient teaching guides and charts, and new charts featuring enhanced readability. The
book provides new content on COVID-19 treatment and vaccines, and new guidelines for
dermatology (including photos), respiratory disease, cardiovascular disease, genitourinary
considerations, neurologic conditions, and infectious diseases. Offering succinct and practical
counsel, the book features detailed, step-by-step instructions for physical examinations and
diagnostic testing, information on health promotion, guidelines of care, dietary information, common
procedures, and patient resources. Chapters are organized by body system, with disorders
alphabetized for ease of reference. Client Teaching Guides—available in print and digital
format—perform double duty as both patient handouts and concise study tools. Consistent guidelines
for more than 275 disorders facilitate ease of use and Clinical Pearls highlight key information. In



addition, website links are incorporated throughout for easy access to additional information. New to
the Sixth Edition: Updated information in all chapters including new clinical content for each body
system New tables, charts, and algorithms Updated CDC guidelines on health maintenance and
immunization schedules New dermatology guidelines including color photos of skin rashes/disorders
Updated guidelines for heart failure and hypertension Focused guidelines for the management of
asthma Updated management of urinary tract infections, erectile dysfunction, and premature
ejaculation Key updates for stroke management Current CDC guidelines for management of
COVID-19 Key Features: Presents consistent guidelines for over 275 disorders providing quick
access to information Highlights key considerations for practice Addresses care points for pediatric,
pregnant, and geriatric patients Includes Client Teaching Guides serving as both patient
“take-home” teaching supplements and study guides for students

old carts pain assessment: Nursing Excellence for Children and Families Martha
Craft-Rosenberg, Marilyn ]J. Krajicek, 2006-02 Print+CourseSmart

old carts pain assessment: Mosby's Assessment Memory NoteCards JoAnn Zerwekh, Tom
Gaglione, 2015-01-23 Use this set of colorful cards to review concepts in physical examination and
health assessment! With 80 full-color cartoons covering key concepts, Mosby's Assessment Memory
NoteCards, 2nd Edition uses humor and mnemonics to make studying easier and more fun. These
durable, detachable cards are useful in preparing for the NCLEX® or classroom exams, as a clinical
reference, for writing care plans, or for patient teaching information. Created by nursing educators
JoAnn Zerwekh, MSN, EdD, RN, and Tom Gaglione, RN, MSN, this convenient study tool may be
used as either a spiral-bound notebook or as individual flashcards. - 80 full-color illustrated
mnemonics cover key assessment procedures and tips. - Sturdy, spiral-bound cards offer durability
as well as portability. - Colored tabs make it easy to find topics. - Concise What You Need to Know
monographs on each card provide more detailed information and specific nursing implications. -
Unique! Color highlights emphasize four central topics: - Abnormal findings in pink - Common
clinical findings in blue - Important nursing implications in yellow - Patient teaching in green 24 new
new or revised cartoons cover current assessment topics, including these new cards: - Electronic
Health Record - I-SBAR-R - Symptom Analysis--OLDCARTS - Focused Assessment - Urine Ten
Dipstick - Follow the Lines from Client to Port The image collection, now part of the Evolve
Instructor Resources, allows instructors access to the complete set of 80 full-color illustrations from
Mosby's Assessment Memory NoteCards with qualified adoption.

old carts pain assessment: Family Practice Guidelines, Fourth Edition Jill C. Cash, Cheryl A.
Glass, 2017-01-13 This bible of family practice for primary care students and clinicians provides
current national practice guidelines for professional standards of care across the life span. Concise
and clearly organized, the resource features detailed, step-by-step instructions for physical
examinations and diagnostic testing in the outpatient setting, information on health promotion, care
guidelines, dietary information, information on culturally responsive care, patient resources, and
abundant patient education handouts. This fourth edition is updated to include new evidence-based
guidelines for rheumatology, public health (featuring updated information on substance abuse,
violence, obesity, homelessness, and lesbian health), the sports physical exam and interventions,
endocrinology, new Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommendations for health
maintenance, posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) assessment and management, restless legs
syndrome, sexual dysfunction treatment, and psychiatric disorders. Several new and updated Patient
Teaching Guides--with printable education points--add to the book's outstanding utility as a thorough
and reliable clinical resource. Each of the 268 diagnoses includes definition, incidence,
pathogenesis, predisposing factors, common complaints, signs/symptoms, subjective data, physical
exam and diagnostic tests, differential diagnosis, and a care plan. New to the Fourth Edition: New
and updated guidelines for: -Rheumatology: polymyalgia rheumatica, Sjogren's syndrome, psoriatic
arthropathy, pseudogout (calcium pyrophosphate dihydrate), ankylosing spondylitis, reactive
arthritis, Raynaud's syndrome -Public Health: substance abuse, violence, obesity, homelessness,
lesbian health -Sports Exam: assessment and treatment -CDC recommendations: vaccine and cancer



screening -Endocrinology: diabetes management and new Food and Drug Administration--approved
medications -The latest ACC & AHA Guidelines for Hypertension (2017) -Neurology: PTSD and
restless legs syndrome management -Sexual dysfunction -Bipolar and other behavioral health
disorders New and updated Patient Teaching Guides Key Features: Presents information for 268
disorders in consistent format for ease of use Highlights key considerations with Practice Pointers
Provides individual care points for pediatric, pregnant, and geriatric patients Includes 138 printable
Patient Teaching Guides Offers 18 procedure guidelines and routine health maintenance guidelines
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