
lake havasu fishing guide
Lake Havasu Fishing Guide: Your Ultimate Companion for an Unforgettable Angling
Experience

lake havasu fishing guide is your go-to resource for discovering one of the Southwest’s
most vibrant and exciting fishing destinations. Nestled on the border of Arizona and
California, Lake Havasu is renowned for its crystal-clear waters, stunning desert
landscapes, and an abundance of game fish that attract anglers of all skill levels year-
round. Whether you’re a seasoned pro or just starting out, this guide will help you
navigate the best spots, tackle, techniques, and seasonal tips to make the most of your
fishing adventure.

Why Choose Lake Havasu for Fishing?

Lake Havasu offers a unique blend of accessibility, diverse fish species, and breathtaking
scenery that makes it a favorite among fishing enthusiasts. The lake spans approximately
45 miles long and is known for its warm waters, which support a healthy population of
bass, catfish, crappie, and sunfish. Its proximity to major cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas
means you can easily plan a weekend trip or an extended fishing vacation.

One of the lake’s standout features is the iconic London Bridge, which adds a fascinating
backdrop to your fishing excursion. The variety of fishing environments—from rocky
shorelines to open water—ensures there’s something for every angler.

Understanding the Fish Species of Lake Havasu

Before you cast your line, it’s important to know which species you’re likely to encounter.
Lake Havasu is a hotspot for several popular game fish:

Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass

Bass fishing is arguably the most popular draw to Lake Havasu. The lake is stocked with
both largemouth and smallmouth bass, providing plenty of action. Largemouth bass tend
to inhabit the warmer, shallow areas near vegetation, while smallmouth prefer rocky
ledges and deeper waters. Using crankbaits, plastic worms, and spinnerbaits can help
entice bites.

Striped Bass

Striped bass are another prized catch, especially for anglers looking for a thrilling fight.



These fish often school in deeper water and respond well to live bait like shad or artificial
lures such as swimbaits. Early morning or late evening tends to be the best time for
striped bass fishing.

Catfish

If you enjoy bottom fishing, Lake Havasu doesn’t disappoint with its healthy catfish
population. Channel catfish and flathead catfish thrive here, often found near submerged
structures or deep holes. Using cut bait, chicken liver, or stink baits can increase your
chances of hooking these bottom dwellers.

Crappie and Sunfish

For family-friendly fishing, crappie and sunfish are abundant and relatively easy to catch.
These species are great for beginners and children, making Lake Havasu a perfect spot for
a fun and relaxing day on the water.

Best Seasons and Times for Lake Havasu Fishing

Fishing success depends heavily on timing. Understanding when and where fish are most
active can significantly improve your catch rate.

Spring: The Pre-Spawn and Spawn Period

Spring is often considered the prime fishing season at Lake Havasu. As water
temperatures rise between 60-70°F, bass and other species move toward shallow areas to
spawn. This provides excellent opportunities for anglers to catch fish near shorelines,
submerged vegetation, and rocky outcrops. Early morning and late afternoon are
particularly productive times during this season.

Summer: Deep Water and Night Fishing

During the hot summer months, fish tend to retreat to cooler, deeper water during the
day. This means anglers should focus on trolling deep-diving lures or fishing from boats in
deeper parts of the lake. Night fishing becomes popular as well, especially for catfish and
striped bass, which feed more actively under cover of darkness.

Fall and Winter: Cooler Water, Consistent Fishing



As temperatures drop, fish become more active throughout the day again, making fall and
winter great times for consistent fishing. Bass will often move in and out of shallow areas,
and the cooler water can make crappie and sunfish more aggressive. Anglers can enjoy
less crowded conditions while still experiencing excellent fishing.

Essential Gear and Tackle for Lake Havasu
Fishing

Having the right equipment can make or break your fishing outing. Tailoring your gear to
the species and fishing conditions at Lake Havasu will boost your confidence and success.

Rods and Reels

A medium to medium-heavy spinning or baitcasting rod around 6-7 feet long is versatile
enough for most species. For bass fishing, a baitcasting combo with braided line can
improve sensitivity and hook-setting power. For catfish, a heavier rod with a strong reel
and monofilament line is advisable.

Lures and Baits

- **Crankbaits and spinnerbaits** for bass
- **Soft plastic worms and creature baits** for finesse presentations
- **Live bait such as shad or minnows** for striped bass and catfish
- **Cut bait or stink bait** for bottom-feeding catfish
- **Small jigs and minnows** for crappie and sunfish

Experimenting with colors and retrieval speeds based on water clarity and weather can
help you dial in what works best.

Additional Gear

- A quality fish finder can be invaluable for locating schools of fish and underwater
structures.
- Polarized sunglasses help reduce glare and improve visibility below the surface.
- A sturdy tackle box with organized compartments keeps your gear accessible.
- Don’t forget sun protection—hats, sunscreen, and lightweight clothing are a must in the
Arizona sun!



Top Fishing Spots Around Lake Havasu

While the entire lake offers great fishing, some areas are especially productive and
popular among local anglers.

The London Bridge Area

Fishing near the London Bridge is not just scenic—it’s also fruitful. The submerged
structures around the bridge attract bass and catfish, making it a hotspot for anglers who
prefer shore or boat fishing close to the city.

Havasu Island

This large island in the middle of the lake offers diverse habitat including rocky shorelines
and underwater ledges. It’s a favorite for smallmouth bass and striped bass fishing.

Rotary Park and Water Plant Areas

These regions have plenty of submerged cover and structures that provide shelter for
various species. They are easily accessible and ideal for shore fishing or launching small
boats.

The Cattail Cove and Crazy Horse Campgrounds

These spots are known for excellent crappie and sunfish fishing, especially during spring
and fall. The sheltered coves and gentle slopes offer perfect spawning grounds.

Tips for a Successful Lake Havasu Fishing Trip

Fishing is as much about preparation and strategy as it is about patience. Here are some
insider tips to enhance your experience:

Check local regulations: Always familiarize yourself with Arizona and California
fishing rules, including size limits, catch limits, and licensing requirements.

Watch the weather: Wind and temperature changes can affect fish behavior. Early
mornings often provide calmer waters and more active fish.

Use electronics wisely: Fish finders and GPS devices can help you locate fish and



navigate the lake safely.

Try multiple techniques: If one lure or bait isn’t working, don’t hesitate to switch
things up. Fish can be unpredictable.

Respect the environment: Keep the lake clean, dispose of trash properly, and
handle fish with care if practicing catch-and-release.

Beyond Fishing: Enjoying Lake Havasu

While fishing might be your primary goal, Lake Havasu offers plenty more to enjoy. From
boating and water sports to hiking nearby trails and exploring local eateries, there’s
something for everyone. After a rewarding day on the water, relaxing by the lakeshore or
watching the sunset over the desert landscape can be the perfect way to unwind.

Whether you’re targeting trophy bass, chasing striped bass, or simply enjoying some
peaceful time with family, this lake havasu fishing guide aims to equip you with the
knowledge and confidence to make your trip unforgettable. Grab your gear, pick your
spot, and prepare for a memorable angling adventure in one of the Southwest’s premier
fishing destinations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best fishing spots in Lake Havasu for
beginners?
Some of the best fishing spots for beginners in Lake Havasu include Windsor Beach,
Rotary Park, and the Bridgewater Channel. These areas are known for easy access and
abundant fish like largemouth bass and catfish.

When is the best time of year for fishing in Lake
Havasu?
The best time for fishing in Lake Havasu is typically from early spring through late fall.
Spring and fall offer cooler temperatures and active fish, while summer mornings and
evenings are ideal to avoid the heat.

What types of fish can I expect to catch with a Lake
Havasu fishing guide?
With a Lake Havasu fishing guide, you can expect to catch largemouth bass, smallmouth
bass, striped bass, catfish, crappie, and sunfish. Guides tailor trips based on your
preferences and seasonal fish activity.



How much does a typical Lake Havasu fishing guide
service cost?
A typical fishing guide service in Lake Havasu ranges from $300 to $600 for a half-day
trip, depending on the guide, duration, and included equipment. Full-day trips or
specialized services may cost more.

What gear and bait do Lake Havasu fishing guides
recommend?
Lake Havasu fishing guides usually recommend using medium-action spinning or
baitcasting rods with lures such as crankbaits, soft plastics, and topwater baits. Live bait
like shad or worms can also be effective depending on the target species.

Additional Resources
Lake Havasu Fishing Guide: Navigating the Waters of Arizona’s Premier Angling
Destination

lake havasu fishing guide offers anglers an essential roadmap to one of Arizona’s most
celebrated freshwater fishing locations. Nestled along the Colorado River, Lake Havasu is
famed not only for its striking desert scenery but also for its diverse and abundant fish
populations. Over the years, it has attracted fishing enthusiasts ranging from casual
weekend anglers to serious sport fishermen, all eager to capitalize on the lake’s rich
aquatic ecosystems. This guide delves into the key aspects of fishing at Lake Havasu,
providing insights into species variety, seasonal patterns, equipment recommendations,
and fishing regulations—all crucial for a successful and responsible outing.

Understanding Lake Havasu’s Ecosystem and Fish
Species

Lake Havasu’s unique combination of desert climate and river-fed waters creates a habitat
that supports a variety of game fish species. Recognizing the ecological factors at play
helps anglers adapt their strategies to the lake’s dynamic environment.

Popular Fish Species in Lake Havasu

The lake is home to several sought-after species, with the most prominent including:

Largemouth Bass: Known for their aggressive strikes and strong fights, largemouth
bass thrive in Lake Havasu’s warm waters, particularly near submerged structures
and vegetation.



Smallmouth Bass: Although less prevalent than largemouth, smallmouth bass
inhabit rocky shorelines and are prized for their tenacity.

Striped Bass: These large, predatory fish are a hallmark of Lake Havasu, often
reaching impressive sizes. They tend to school in open water and are popular targets
during spring and fall runs.

Crappie: Both black and white crappie populate the lake, flourishing in cooler
months and offering reliable catches near submerged brush and docks.

Catfish: Channel and flathead catfish are abundant, especially in deeper, quieter
areas and along the river channels feeding the lake.

Sunfish and Bluegill: These smaller panfish provide excellent action for beginners
and children, often found near the shorelines and shallow coves.

Seasonal Influences on Fish Behavior

Fishing success at Lake Havasu is closely linked to understanding seasonal shifts. The
lake’s temperature can range dramatically, influencing fish activity and location.

Spring: As water temperatures rise, bass and striped bass become more active,
spawning in shallow waters. This period is ideal for bass fishing near rocky banks
and submerged vegetation.

Summer: High temperatures push some species into deeper, cooler waters during
the day, but early mornings and late evenings still produce good results near the
surface.

Fall: Cooler temperatures trigger feeding frenzies, making fall one of the best times
to target striped bass and largemouth bass as they bulk up before winter.

Winter: Fish metabolism slows, leading to reduced activity. Anglers often find
success targeting slow-moving species like catfish and crappie in deeper waters.

Techniques and Tackle for Lake Havasu Fishing

Adapting fishing techniques to the diverse species and conditions found in Lake Havasu is
crucial. The right tackle and approach can dramatically increase catch rates.



Recommended Fishing Gear

Selecting appropriate gear depends on the target species:

Rod and Reel: Medium to medium-heavy spinning or baitcasting rods work well for
bass and striped bass, balancing sensitivity with power for larger fish.

Lines: A braided line in the 10-20 lb range is popular for its strength and sensitivity,
often paired with a fluorocarbon leader to reduce visibility in clear waters.

Lures and Baits: Versatile options include plastic worms, crankbaits, spinnerbaits,
and swimbaits for bass. Live bait such as shad or cut bait is effective for striped bass
and catfish.

Specialized Equipment: For crappie, light spinning tackle with small jigs or live
minnows is preferred. Float rigs and slip bobbers help present baits at precise
depths.

Proven Fishing Techniques

Lake Havasu’s varied structure offers multiple fishing opportunities:

Structure Fishing: Bass and crappie often congregate near submerged rocks, fallen
trees, and man-made structures like docks. Casting lures around these areas can
trigger strikes.

Trolling: A favored method for striped bass, trolling allows anglers to cover large
areas using crankbaits or live bait rigs to locate feeding schools.

Bank Fishing: Accessible and productive, shore fishing spots near coves and river
inlets yield good catches, especially during spawning seasons.

Night Fishing: Catfish and some bass species are more active after dark, making
night fishing a viable strategy during warmer months.

Access Points, Facilities, and Local Regulations

Efficient planning involves knowledge of access points, amenities, and compliance with
fishing regulations.



Popular Launch Sites and Fishing Areas

Lake Havasu offers numerous public boat ramps and fishing piers:

Lake Havasu State Park: A well-equipped area providing boat launches, camping,
and shore fishing opportunities.

Havasu Landing Resort and Casino: Offers boat rentals and access to prime
fishing spots along the Colorado River arm.

Rotary Community Park: Known for family-friendly shore fishing and picnic
facilities.

Thousand Trails Lake Havasu Campground: Provides convenient access for
boaters and anglers seeking overnight stays.

Fishing Regulations and Licensing

Adhering to Arizona Game and Fish Department regulations is mandatory:

All anglers aged 10 and older must possess a valid Arizona fishing license.

Bag limits vary by species, with largemouth bass typically limited to five per day, and
striped bass often subject to daily restrictions.

Specific seasons and size limits apply, particularly for protected species during
spawning periods.

Use of certain baits, such as live quagga mussels, is prohibited to prevent invasive
species spread.

Staying informed about current regulations is essential to conserve Lake Havasu’s fish
populations and avoid penalties.

Comparative Insights: Lake Havasu Versus Other
Arizona Fishing Destinations

While Arizona boasts numerous fishing locales, Lake Havasu distinguishes itself through
its combination of species diversity, accessibility, and year-round fishing potential.



Unlike the higher elevation waters of lakes such as Lake Powell or Roosevelt Lake, Lake
Havasu’s warmer climate extends the fishing season considerably. Furthermore, the
presence of large predatory fish like striped bass adds a dimension of challenge and
excitement not always found in other reservoirs. However, some anglers might find the
desert heat during summer months a drawback, necessitating early or late fishing
excursions.

In contrast to smaller, more specialized fisheries, Lake Havasu’s extensive shoreline and
multiple access points provide ample opportunities for anglers of all skill levels. This
accessibility, combined with developed infrastructure, makes it a preferred destination for
both casual and tournament fishing.

Exploring the lake’s distinctive features through a tailored fishing approach enhances the
overall experience, whether one is targeting trophy bass or enjoying family-friendly
panfish outings.

Navigating Lake Havasu’s fishing landscape requires a blend of preparation, local
knowledge, and respect for environmental conditions. This fishing guide serves as a
foundation for anglers seeking to unlock the full potential of this Arizona gem, ensuring
each trip is both productive and memorable.

Lake Havasu Fishing Guide
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fishing spot or a Wisconsin lake vacation? With more than 15,000 lakes, 1,000 miles of Great Lakes
shoreline, thousands of
Illinois Fishing Reports - Lake-Link Fishing reports for Illinois lakes, rivers and reservoirs
submitted by anglers for anglers
Fox River DePere - Voyager - Wisconsin Fishing Reports - Lake-Link Fishing Reports and
discussions for Fox River DePere - Voyager - Wisconsin
Lake Mary (MN) – Fishing, Map & Access | Lake-Link Lake Mary is a 2,450 acre lake located in
scenic Douglas County, Minnesota. The lake has a maximum depth of 40 feet. Anglers and boaters
can access the lake from a public boat launch
Okauchee Lake (WI) – Fishing, Map & Access | Lake-Link Okauchee Lake is a freshwater lake
located in Waukesha County, southeastern Wisconsin. The lake covers an area of approximately
1,210 acres and has a maximum depth of 90 feet. It is a
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