mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH Series: A Timeless Tale of Courage and
Intelligence

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series has captivated readers for decades
with its enchanting blend of adventure, heart, and a touch of science
fiction. This beloved series, beginning with the classic novel "Mrs. Frisby
and the Rats of NIMH," written by Robert C. 0’'Brien, offers not only a
gripping story but also profound themes about survival, intelligence, and
community. If you're curious about what makes this series so special or want
to dive deeper into its world, you’ve come to the right place.

The Origins of Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH
Series

The series began with the original novel published in 1971. Robert C.
0’'Brien, a pen name for Robert Leslie Conly, crafted a story that mingled
fantasy with realistic elements, centered around Mrs. Frisby, a widowed field
mouse who must save her family from a dangerous situation. The Rats of NIMH
are genetically enhanced rodents who escaped from a laboratory known as the
National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH), possessing human-like
intelligence and advanced technology.

This unique premise combined with a rich narrative made the book an instant
classic, winning the Newbery Medal in 1972. Its success led to a beloved
animated film adaptation, "The Secret of NIMH," released in 1982, which
further cemented the story’s place in popular culture.

The Narrative and Themes Explored in the Series

At its heart, the Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH series is about courage,

ingenuity, and the importance of community. The story follows Mrs. Frisby as
she seeks help from the highly intelligent rats to save her home and family

from destruction by a farmer’s plow. The rats’ backstory introduces readers

to themes of scientific ethics, the consequences of experimentation, and the
quest for freedom.

Key Themes in the Series

e Survival and Resilience: Mrs. Frisby’s determination to protect her
family highlights the universal instinct to survive against odds.



e Intelligence and Ethics: The rats’ enhanced intelligence raises
questions about the moral implications of scientific experimentation and
animal rights.

e Community and Cooperation: The series emphasizes teamwork and the
strength found in working together for a cause.

e Identity and Freedom: The rats’ struggle to live independently from
humans symbolizes a deeper journey toward self-determination.

Expanding the World: Sequels and Spin-offs

While the original novel stands as a masterpiece on its own, the story was
expanded through sequels and related works. After Robert C. 0’Brien’s
passing, his daughter, Jane Leslie Conly, continued the legacy by writing two
sequels: "Racso and the Rats of NIMH" (1986) and "R-T, Margaret, and the Rats
of NIMH" (1990). These books delve deeper into the lives of the rats and
introduce new characters, enriching the lore and appealing to fans eager for
more adventures.

What the Sequels Bring to the Table

- New perspectives: The sequels explore the rats’ society more intricately,
their governance, and the challenges of maintaining their secretive
community.

- Fresh characters: Readers meet new protagonists like Racso, a young rat
with his own challenges, adding layers to the narrative.

- Continued themes: The sequels maintain the focus on morality, survival, and
community, while expanding on the consequences of the rats’ past actions.

The Impact of “Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of
NIMH” on Children’s Literature

The series has had a lasting influence on children’s and young adult
literature, primarily due to its sophisticated approach to storytelling. It
blends fantasy elements with real-world concerns, making it appealing to a
broad age range. Unlike many children’s books, it doesn’t shy away from
complex themes such as scientific responsibility, loss, and personal growth.



Why the Series Remains Relevant Today

- Timeless storytelling: The characters and their struggles resonate across
generations, making the books evergreen reads.

- Educational value: The series introduces young readers to ethical dilemmas
in science and the importance of empathy toward other beings.

- Inspiration for creativity: The imaginative world of the rats and their
inventions inspires curiosity and creativity in readers.

- Adaptations and cultural presence: The 1982 animated film and various stage
adaptations have kept the story alive in different formats, engaging new
audiences.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating the Series

If you're planning to dive into the Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH series,
here are some tips to enrich your experience:

1. Start with the original novel: It sets the foundation for the entire
series and introduces you to the core characters and themes.

2. Explore the sequels in order: They build on the first book’s story and
provide deeper insights into the rat community.

3. Watch the animated film: "The Secret of NIMH" offers a visually
captivating take on the story and can enhance your understanding of the
narrative.

4. Discuss themes with younger readers: The books are great conversation
starters about ethics, bravery, and friendship.

5. Pay attention to character development: Notice how Mrs. Frisby grows
from a timid mouse to a brave heroine, which adds emotional depth to the
story.

Exploring the Legacy: Why Fans Love the Series

Fans of the Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH series often praise its ability
to blend adventure with meaningful life lessons. The cleverness of the rats,
the warmth of Mrs. Frisby’s family, and the suspenseful plot twists keep
readers engaged from start to finish.

One of the most beloved aspects is the series’ respect for intelligence and
resourcefulness. The rats are not just animals; they are thinkers, inventors,



and philosophers, which adds a layer of sophistication unusual in children’s
literature. This portrayal encourages readers to value knowledge and
creativity.

Additionally, the series’ subtle commentary on animal experimentation and
freedom resonates with readers who are passionate about animal welfare and
ethical science.

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH in Popular
Culture

Beyond books and films, the series has influenced various media and inspired
fan communities. Merchandise, fan art, and online discussions keep the spirit
of NIMH alive. Educational programs sometimes use the series to introduce
children to themes of biology and ethics, showing its broader cultural
significance.

Where to Find the Series Today

- Libraries and bookstores: Both the original and sequel novels remain in
print and are widely available.

- Digital formats: E-books and audiobooks provide accessible ways to enjoy
the series on the go.

- Film streaming services: The animated adaptation is often available on
popular streaming platforms.

- Fan forums and websites: These communities offer rich discussions, fan
theories, and creative content related to the series.

The enduring charm of the Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH series lies in its
masterful storytelling and the timeless values it conveys. Whether you're a
longtime fan revisiting the tale or a new reader embarking on this journey,
the series offers a world where courage, intelligence, and heart come
together in the most delightful way.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Mrs. Frisby and the Rats
of NIMH' series?

The series follows Mrs. Frisby, a widowed mouse, and her encounters with a
group of highly intelligent rats who have escaped from a laboratory called
NIMH. The stories explore themes of bravery, friendship, and survival as they
face various challenges together.



Who is the author of the 'Mrs. Frisby and the Rats
of NIMH' series?

The series was written by Robert C. 0'Brien, a pen name for Robert Leslie
Conly.

How many books are there in the 'Mrs. Frisby and the
Rats of NIMH' series?

There are three main books in the series: 'Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH,'
'Racso and the Rats of NIMH,' and 'R-T, Margaret, and the Rats of NIMH.'

What inspired Robert C. 0'Brien to write 'Mrs.
Frisby and the Rats of NIMH'?

0'Brien was inspired by his interest in animal behavior and wanted to create
a story that combined adventure with themes of intelligence and ethics,
reflected through the rats' advanced abilities and their struggle for
freedom.

Is 'Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH' suitable for
children?

Yes, the book is considered a classic of children's literature. It is
suitable for middle-grade readers, offering a compelling story with moral
lessons and imaginative elements.

Has 'Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH' been adapted
into other media?

Yes, the first book was adapted into the animated film 'The Secret of NIMH'
in 1982, directed by Don Bluth. The movie is well-regarded and has introduced
the story to a wider audience.

What are some key themes explored in the 'Mrs.
Frisby and the Rats of NIMH' series?

Key themes include courage, intelligence, freedom, ethics of scientific
experimentation, and the importance of cooperation and community.

How do the rats in the series gain their
intelligence?

The rats gain their enhanced intelligence and abilities through experiments
conducted at the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH), which granted
them advanced cognitive functions and skills beyond normal rodents.



Additional Resources

**Exploring the Enduring Legacy of the Mrs Frisby and the Rats of NIMH
Series**

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series holds a distinctive place in the realm
of children’s literature and animated storytelling. Originating from Robert
C. 0'Brien’s 1971 novel *Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH*, the series has
expanded into a multi-faceted narrative that encompasses literary sequels,
animated adaptations, and a devoted fan base intrigued by its blend of
adventure, science fiction, and moral undertones. This article delves into
the various dimensions of the series, assessing its impact, thematic depth,
and the challenges it faces in modern storytelling.

The Genesis of Mrs Frisby and the Rats of NIMH
Series

At its core, the *Mrs Frisby and the Rats of NIMH series* began as a singular
novel penned by Robert C. 0'Brien, a pseudonym for Robert Leslie Conly. The
book chronicles the story of Mrs. Frisby, a field mouse who seeks the aid of
a group of highly intelligent rats—subjects of scientific experimentation at
the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)-to save her family from
impending danger. This unique premise combining elements of natural animal
behavior with speculative science fiction opened new avenues for exploring
themes such as survival, intelligence, and ethical considerations of
scientific interference.

The novel’s success led to its adaptation into the 1982 animated film *The
Secret of NIMH*, produced by Don Bluth. This adaptation not only cemented the
story’s popularity among younger audiences but also introduced rich visual
storytelling that expanded on the novel’'s dark and intricate tone. The film’s
critical acclaim contributed significantly to the longevity and cultural
footprint of the *mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series*.

Literary Sequels and Expanded Universe

Following 0'Brien’s original novel, the series was extended through a trilogy
completed by his daughter, Jane Leslie Conly. The sequels—*Racso and the Rats
of NIMH* (1986) and *R-T, Margaret, and the Rats of NIMH* (1990)-explore new
characters and challenges faced by the rats in their quest for autonomy and
coexistence with human society. These sequels deepen the exploration of
social structures, technological advancement, and ethical dilemmas introduced
in the original book.

While these continuations maintain the foundational themes of intelligence
and survival, they also introduce fresh complexities, such as the integration



of rat society into human environments and the moral ambiguity of their
actions. This expansion enriches the *mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series*
by providing a broader context and evolving character arcs that appeal to
readers beyond the initial children’s book demographic.

Thematic Depth and Narrative Techniques

One of the defining features of the *mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series*
is its sophisticated thematic layering. At first glance, the premise might
suggest a straightforward anthropomorphic tale, yet the narrative delves into
profound questions about identity, freedom, and the consequences of
scientific experimentation.

The rats symbolize the unintended outcomes of human scientific endeavors,
raising questions about the ethical boundaries of animal experimentation.
Their intelligence, a direct result of NIMH’s experiments, propels them into
dilemmas resembling human society’s own struggles with governance, morality,
and survival. Mrs. Frisby’s role as a compassionate and determined
protagonist adds emotional depth, embodying maternal strength and resilience
that resonates across age groups.

From a narrative standpoint, Robert C. O0'Brien’s writing style employs a
measured, descriptive tone that balances suspense with character development.
The pacing allows readers to engage with the story’s mystery while fostering
empathy for its characters. The sequels continue this approach but also
introduce more dynamic conflicts and broader world-building, reflecting a
maturation of the series’ narrative strategy.

Comparative Analysis with Similar Children's
Literature

When compared to other notable children’s series featuring anthropomorphic
animals—such as *Watership Down* by Richard Adams or *Redwall* by Brian
Jacques—the *mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series* distinguishes itself
through its integration of scientific themes and ethical questions. While
*Watership Down* emphasizes survival and mythology within a rabbit community
and *Redwall* focuses on heroic quests and battles, the *NIMH* series
foregrounds the consequences of human intervention in nature and the
complexities of intelligence.

This scientific underpinning adds a unique layer to the narrative, making it
a valuable resource for discussions on science ethics in educational
contexts. However, it also presents a challenge: the balance between
accessibility for young readers and the depth of its philosophical inquiries.
The series manages to straddle this line effectively, though some sequels’
increased complexity may require older readers for full appreciation.



Adaptations and Media Presence

The 1982 animated film adaptation brought the *mrs frisby and the rats of
nimh series* to a wider audience. Directed by Don Bluth, the movie is lauded
for its rich animation style and faithful yet creatively expanded storyline.
It captures the novel’s dark tone and moral complexity, which differentiated
it from many contemporaneous animated films aimed at children.

Despite this success, attempts to continue the series in film form have met
with mixed results. The 1998 sequel, *The Secret of NIMH 2: Timmy to the
Rescue*, received criticism for its simplified plot and departure from the
original’s gravitas, highlighting the difficulties in adapting complex source
material for mass-market entertainment.

Beyond film, the series has inspired stage adaptations and remains a topic of
interest in literary and fan communities. Its enduring appeal lies in its
ability to engage both younger audiences through adventure and older readers
through its nuanced themes.

Strengths and Limitations of the Series

e Strengths: Rich thematic content exploring science and ethics, strong
character development, blending of adventure with philosophical
questions, and a pioneering role in children’s literature that engages
multiple age groups.

e Limitations: Some sequels increase narrative complexity which may
alienate younger readers; adaptations vary in quality, sometimes
diluting original themes; and the series’ dark tone may not appeal
universally among children accustomed to lighter fare.

The balance of these factors contributes to the *mrs frisby and the rats of
nimh series*’ reputation as a thoughtful and layered body of work, albeit one
that requires careful handling in adaptations to preserve its core messages.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Decades after its initial publication, the *mrs frisby and the rats of nimh
series* continues to captivate readers and scholars alike. Its exploration of
autonomy, the cost of progress, and the intersection of animal and human
worlds remains relevant in discussions about scientific responsibility and
environmental ethics. The series’ ability to provoke critical thought while
telling an engaging story ensures its place in the canon of classic



children’s literature.

Moreover, the ongoing interest in adaptations and reissues suggests that new
generations are discovering Mrs. Frisby and her extraordinary companions.
Whether through book clubs, academic study, or nostalgic revisitations of the
animated film, the series maintains a cultural significance that transcends
its original medium.

In tracing the evolution of the *mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series*, one
observes a rare blend of imaginative storytelling with intellectual rigor-a
combination that invites readers to reflect on the natural world and
humanity’s role within it, all through the lens of a courageous mouse and her
remarkable allies.
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mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh/Book and Cassette

Robert C. O'Brien, 1970-06-01 Having no one to help her with her problems, a widowed mouse visits
the rats whose former imprisonment in a laboratory made them wise and long lived.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh Robert C. O'Brien,
2021-03-23 When mouse widow Mrs. Frisby needs advice on how to move her children safely, she
consults the rats who live under the rosebush. Not only do they help her, they tell her of their escape
from a laboratory where experimentation had made them literate, and of the brave death of her
husband. Newbery Medal; ALA Notable Children's Book; Horn Book Fanfare Book.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: The Read-aloud Handbook Jim Trelease, 2006
Explains the importance of reading aloud to children, offers guidance on how to set up a read-aloud
atmosphere in the home or classroom, and recommends titles to select.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh Robert C.
O'Brien, 1986-03-01 Some extraordinary rats come to the aid of a mouse family in this Newbery
Medal Award-winning classic by notable children’s author Robert C. O’Brien. Mrs. Frisby, a
widowed mouse with four small children, is faced with a terrible problem. She must move her family
to their summer quarters immediately, or face almost certain death. But her youngest son, Timothy,
lies ill with pneumonia and must not be moved. Fortunately, she encounters the rats of NIMH, an
extraordinary breed of highly intelligent creatures, who come up with a brilliant solution to her
dilemma. And Mrs. Frisby in turn renders them a great service.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Some of My Best Friends are Books Judith Wynn
Halsted, 2009 Recommends books for gifted readers that provide insights and coping skills for
issues they may face from preschool through high school, featuring more than three hundred titles
with brief summaries, organized by reading levels; and includes an index arranged by theme.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: The 100+ Series Building Writing Skills, Grades 4 - 5
Hatfield, 2012-10-22 Good writing requires knowledge and practice. Building Writing Skills provides
both! Each page explains a basic writing skill concept, offers an interesting exercise to learn the
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skill, and helps students to acquire writing skills one at a time. The objective, easy-to-grade activities
are perfect for reinforcing classroom learning, providing additional practice, and building
confidence. The pages also work as excellent tools to help teachers assess student abilities.
Extension suggestions allow students to become authors and put skills to work immediately for
additional reinforcement. An invaluable addition to your classroom writing program. Reproducible.
128 perforated pages.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Learning with Literature in the Canadian
Elementary Classroom Joyce Bainbridge, Sylvia Joyce Pantaleo, 1999-11 Grade level: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
6,7,k p e it

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Beyond Leveled Books Franki Sibberson, Karen
Szymusiak, Lisa Koch, 2023-10-10 In Beyond Leveled Books, Second Edition, Franki Sibberson,
Karen Szymusiak, and Lisa Koch provide even more resources to help teachers understand and meet
the needs of transitional readers. The key topic of series books has been revised and enlarged, with
charts outlining new series with the challenges they pose and supports readers need. New lessons
have been added, and most chapters now include a related article from a literacy expert. Some of
the contributors include Kathy Collins, Larry Swartz, and Mary Lee Hahn.Leveled books are an
indispensable tool for teaching children to read, especially for emergent readers, but the authors of
Beyond Leveled Books are sounding the alarm about the overuse and misuse of leveling and the way
it restricts teacher autonomy and undermines student choice and reading engagement. The authors
lay out a blueprint for using leveled books effectively within a student-centered and differentiated
approach that is designed to motivate all readers, particularly transitional ones. Teaching
Transitional Readers: Beyond Leveled Books is packed with resources to help teachers understand
and meet the needs of transitional readers, including examples of classroom instruction, sample
mini-lessons, strategies for small-group instruction, assessment techniques, and articles by literacy
experts Resources for K-5 Classrooms: The book explores the uses and limitations of leveled texts in
primary reading instruction, including ideas for how to organize your classroom library and a list of
great books and series to use alongside leveled text in supporting new readers Gateway to
Independent Reading: The authors provide explicit tools for helping students consolidate their skills
and reading strategies, to read widely and deeply, to increase their vocabulary, and build critical
thinking Making Reading Fun: Teach students to experience joy from reading through deeper
comprehension and application Beyond Leveled Books is an essential resource for K-5 teachers
looking to help all readers, including budding readers, struggling readers, transitional readers, and
readers who have plateaued.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: The Essential Guide to Children's Books and
Their Creators , Upon publication, Anita Silvey’s comprehensive survey of contemporary children’s
literature, Children’s Books and Their Creators, garnered unanimous praise from librarians,
educators, and specialists interested in the world of writing for children. Now The Essential Guide to
Children’s Books and Their Creators assembles the best of that volume in one handy, affordable
reference, geared specifically to parents, educators, and students. This new volume introduces
readers to the wealth of children’s literature by focusing on the essentials — the best books for
children, the ones that inform, impress, and, most important, excite young readers. Updated to
include newcomers such as J. K. Rowling and Lemony Snicket and to cover the very latest on
publishing and educational trends, this edition features more than 475 entries on the best-loved
children’s authors and illustrators, numerous essays on social and historical issues, thirty personal
glimpses into craft by well-known writers, illustrators, and critics, and invaluable reading lists by
category. The Essential Guide to Children’s Books and Their Creators summarizes the canon of
contemporary children’s literature, in a practical guide essential for anyone choosing a book for or
working with children.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: A Guide for Using the Tale of Despereaux in the
Classroom Melissa Hart, 2005 Each book in this series is a guide for using a well-known piece of
literature in the classroom. Included are sample plans, author information, vocabulary-building



ideas, and cross-curricular activities. At the Intermediate and Challenging levels, sectional activities
and quizzes, unit tests, and ideas for culminating and extending the novel are also included.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Grandloving Sue Johnson, 2010-07 Incorporating
advice from more than 350 families nationwide, this guide offers specific tips for bonding with
grandchildren, from babies to teens. Along with a completely revised resource section, this fifth
edition features expanded sections on Skyping, texting, and social networking - Facebook, Flickr,
MySpace, Twitter, and YouTube. Among the guides hints are more than 225 easy, low-cost,
do-together, and long-distance activities such as ideas for successful visits, holidays, and family
traditions. While primarily intended for use by grandparents, this sourcebooks strategies and
suggestions can also help daycare providers, separated parents, extended family members, and
teachers grow closer to the children in their lives.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: One Voice Barbara M. Britsch, Amy Dennison,
1995-09-15 Enhance student appreciation of music and literature while building listening (i.e.,
reflecting and analyzing), composition, and performing skills. After experiencing a variety of songs,
child-centered art, and stories, students explore elements of each (e.g., rhythm, repetition, theme)
and compose and perform their own dramatic and musical productions. Music and story
bibliographies, directions for making simple musical instruments, and more accompany practical
suggestions for your classroom.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: The Oxford Companion to Children's Literature
Daniel Hahn, 2015-03-26 The last thirty years have witnessed one of the most fertile periods in the
history of children's books: the flowering of imaginative illustration and writing, the Harry Potter
phenomenon, the rise of young adult and crossover fiction, and books that tackle extraordinarily
difficult subjects. The Oxford Companion to Children's Literature provides an indispensable and
fascinating reference guide to the world of children's literature. Its 3,500 entries cover every genre
from fairy tales to chapbooks; school stories to science fiction; comics to children's hymns. Originally
published in 1983, the Companion has been comprehensively revised and updated by Daniel Hahn.
Over 900 new entries bring the book right up to date. A whole generation of new authors and
illustrators are showcased, with books like Dogger, The Hunger Games, and Twilight making their
first appearance. There are articles on developments such as manga, fan fiction, and non-print
publishing, and there is additional information on prizes and prizewinners. This accessible A to Z is
the first place to look for information about the authors, illustrators, printers, publishers,
educationalists, and others who have influenced the development of children's literature, as well as
the stories and characters at their centre. Written both to entertain and to instruct, the highly
acclaimed Oxford Companion to Children's Literature is a reference work that no one interested in
the world of children's books should be without.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Children of the Book Ilana Kurshan, 2025-08-26 A
mother’s celebration of the power and wonder of lifelong reading Zibby Owens, My Most Anticipated
Books 2025 In Children of the Book, Ilana Kurshan reveals how literature weaves an invisible thread
through the tapestry of family life. Kurshan, a mother of five living in Jerusalem, struggles to balance
her passion for books with her responsibilities as a parent. Gradually she learns how to relate to
reading not as a solitary pursuit and an escape from the messiness of life, but rather as a way of
forging connection and teaching independence. Introducing her children to sacred and secular
literature—including the beloved classics of her childhood—she becomes both a better mother and a
more compassionate reader. Chief among the books Kurshan reads with her children is the Torah,
whose ancient wisdom illuminates her family's path. Structured in five parts corresponding to the
first five books of the Bible, this memoir traces the profound parallels between the biblical narrative
and the daily rhythms of parenthood - from the first picture books that create the world through
language for little babies, to the bittersweet moment our children begin reading on their own,
leaving us behind, atop the mountain, as they enter new lands without us. A luminous meditation on
how shared stories become the foundation for family bonds, Children of the Book celebrates a life
richly lived through literature.



mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: 101 Books to Read Before You Grow Up Bianca
Schulze, 2017-01-01 101 Books to Read Before You Grow Up provides a comprehensive list of
kid-friendly books for children to read before they grow up. This must-read review list acts as an
interactive journal where kids can document the books they read, why they like them, and how they
rate them. Divided into sections by subject, from fairy tales and fantasy to sports and nonfiction, 101
Books to Read Before You Grow Up helps both kids and parents decide which books to read next!

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Talking Animals in Children's Fiction Catherine
Elick, 2015-03-25 Talking-animal tales have conveyed anticruelty messages since the 18th-century
beginnings of children's literature. Yet only in the modern period have animal characters become
true subjects rather than objects of human neglect or benevolence. Modern fantasies reflect the shift
from animal welfare to animal rights in 20th-century public discourse. This revolution in literary
animal-human relations began with Lewis Carroll's Alice's Adventures in Wonderland and continued
with the work of Kenneth Grahame, Hugh Lofting, P.L. Travers and E. B. White. Beginning with the
ideas of literary theorist Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin, this book examines ways in which animal
characters gain an aura of authority through using language and then participate in reversals of
power. The author provides a close reading of 10 acclaimed British and American children's
fantasies or series published before 1975. Authors whose work has received little scholarly attention
are also covered, including Robert Lawson, George Selden and Robert C. O'Brien.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Petey the One-Eyed Rat Kim Lampson Reiff,
2016-03-24 When Petey is born, he is a normal, healthy rat with two round, dark ruby eyes. Life is
good, and he is happy. Then, things begin to change and his eyes are opened to a different side of
life. Petey and his siblings find themselves at a pet store waiting patiently for someone to adopt
them. But one day, a huge fight breaks out in the rat bin, and Petey is severely injured. Hes worried
about whats going to happen to him; he certainly does not want to end up as a feeder rat. Then,
through a strange twist of fate, Petey finds a new home with a loving family. Its an adoption that
changes all of their lives. Based on true events, Petey the One-Eyed Rat is a tale of love, loyalty,
despair, faith, and courage. It is a story of serendipitythe amazing way that paths cross unexpectedly
to create powerful, unlikely connections such as the one between Kim, the psychologist, and Petey,
the one-eyed rat.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Before Austen Comes Aesop Cheri Blomquist,
2021-05-10 Before Austen Comes Aesop presents an in-depth examination of the Children's Great
Books, that is, the literature that has made the most profound impact on the lives of children
throughout Western history. In addition to its invaluable chronological list of titles, from ancient
times to the present, the book provides both students and their parents the guidance they need to
read leisurely or study formally the Children's Great Books at home. The book's premise is that
children often do not spend enough time with the literature written or adapted for them before
diving into adult works. An experienced teacher, the author argues that children benefit in many
ways from lingering longer over literature created for them. The Children's Great Books list includes
the classic works that, while not written strictly for children, were orally passed on to them for
generations and are foundational for understanding Western culture. These works include Greek and
Roman fables, myths, and epics; European legends, sagas, folk stories, and fairy tales; and the Bible.
The list also includes the acclaimed works written specifically for children, beginning in the age of
the first printing presses and continuing into the late twentieth century. Additionally, acknowledging
the changes in children's literature that have occurred since the mid-1960s, the author provides
helpful information for discerning which contemporary influential books are appropriate, or perhaps
inappropriate, for one's children. She also includes several appendices that are useful for the study
of literature at both the elementary and the secondary levels.

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Index to 35mm Educational Filmstrips National
Information Center for Educational Media, 1975

mrs frisby and the rats of nimh series: Quizzes for 220 Great Children's Books Polly
Jeanne Wickstrom, 1996-01-15 Want a quick way to check to see whether a student has read a book?



This is it. Quizzes contains objective reproducible tests for well-known children's books, all of which
are likely to be found in school and public libraries. Titles include award winners and runners-up;
classics; popular books; and books by such children's authors as Cleary, Fox, and Norton. With a
new organization and layout, this revised edition offers users an improved and more durable
resource. Flexible and convenient, the reproducible tests are great for helping track independent
reading programs.
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