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Rules for Radicals Saul Alinsky: Understanding the Blueprint for Activism

rules for radicals saul alinsky is a phrase that often comes up in
discussions about grassroots organizing and social activism. Written by Saul
Alinsky in 1971, "Rules for Radicals" has become a seminal guide for
activists seeking to create change from the ground up. The book offers
practical strategies and insights on how ordinary people can organize
effectively to challenge power structures and advocate for social justice.
But what exactly are the core ideas behind Alinsky’s rules, and how have they
influenced activism over the decades? Let’s delve deeper into the principles
of "Rules for Radicals" and explore why it remains relevant today.

The Origins of Rules for Radicals Saul Alinsky

Saul Alinsky was a pioneering community organizer who dedicated much of his
life to empowering disenfranchised communities. His work in Chicago and other
urban centers laid the foundation for modern grassroots activism. "Rules for
Radicals" emerged from his practical experience in mobilizing people who
otherwise lacked political power.

The book is not just a theoretical text; it’s a hands-on manual designed to
help activists think strategically and tactically. Alinsky intended it for
organizers working at the local level, aiming to give them tools to confront
entrenched institutions and bring about meaningful change. His focus was on
the power dynamics between the "have-nots" and the "haves," and how the
former could build influence through unity and clever tactics.

Core Principles in Rules for Radicals Saul
Alinsky

At the heart of Alinsky’s teachings are several key principles that guide
effective activism. These rules are designed to be pragmatic and flexible,
allowing organizers to adapt them to different causes and contexts.

1. Power is Not Given, It’s Taken

Alinsky emphasized that power is something to be seized, not passively
received. For marginalized groups, this means organizing collectively and
using their combined strength to challenge those in authority. Recognizing
where power lies and how to redistribute it is fundamental to any radical
movement.



2. Focus on the Enemy

One of the more controversial aspects of Alinsky’s approach is his emphasis
on identifying a clear "enemy" or opposition. The idea is to concentrate
efforts on a tangible target, whether it’s a corporation, government agency,
or political figure, to galvanize supporters and create a unified front. This
focus helps maintain momentum and clarity in campaigns.

3. Make the Issue Personal and Emotional

Alinsky understood that facts and logic alone rarely spark action. To
mobilize people, activists need to connect issues to their personal
experiences and emotions. This approach helps build passion and commitment,
making the movement more resilient in the face of challenges.

4. Use Humor and Ridicule

One of the more unconventional tactics Alinsky advocated was the strategic
use of humor and ridicule to undermine opponents. By exposing the absurdity
or hypocrisy of those in power, activists can weaken their credibility and
shift public opinion.

Notable Rules from Rules for Radicals Saul
Alinsky

Alinsky laid out 13 specific rules that have become a kind of playbook for
organizers. Some of the most widely cited include:

Rule 1: "Power is not only what you have but what the enemy thinks you
have."

Rule 4: "Make the enemy live up to its own book of rules."

Rule 5: "Ridicule is man's most potent weapon.”

Rule 8: "Keep the pressure on."

Rule 13: "Pick the target, freeze it, personalize it, and polarize it."

Each of these rules serves a tactical purpose, helping organizers maintain
focus, exploit opponents’ weaknesses, and sustain the energy of their



movements.

How Rules for Radicals Influences Modern
Activism

The legacy of Saul Alinsky and his "Rules for Radicals" can be seen in many
contemporary social movements. From environmental activism to civil rights
protests, the strategies he outlined continue to inform how grassroots groups
organize and campaign.

Grassroots Organizing and Community Empowerment

Alinsky'’s emphasis on empowering local communities has shaped how many
nonprofit organizations and advocacy groups operate. By building leadership
within neighborhoods and focusing on collective action, these groups embody
Alinsky’s vision of bottom-up change.

Strategic Use of Media and Public Perception

In today's digital age, Alinsky’'s insights about using ridicule and emotional
appeals have found new life on social media platforms. Activists leverage
memes, viral videos, and storytelling to sway public opinion and hold
powerful entities accountable. This modern adaptation of "Rules for Radicals"
tactics shows how versatile his principles are.

Criticism and Controversy

Despite its influence, "Rules for Radicals" has also faced criticism. Some
detractors argue that Alinsky’s confrontational style fosters division and
polarization. Others worry that the focus on “enemy” identification can
oversimplify complex social issues. Nonetheless, many activists see these
rules as a toolkit rather than a strict doctrine, adapting the strategies
ethically to fit their causes.

Tips for Applying Rules for Radicals Saul
Alinsky in Today’s World

If you're interested in grassroots organizing or social activism,
understanding Alinsky'’'s framework can be incredibly valuable. Here are some
practical tips inspired by his work:



1. Identify Clear Goals: Be specific about what change you want to achieve.
Vague objectives dilute the impact of your efforts.

2. Build a Strong Base: Organize and mobilize people who are directly
affected by the issue. Their passion and firsthand experience are
powerful motivators.

3. Know Your Opponents: Research the power structures and individuals who
oppose your cause, and develop strategies to hold them accountable.

4. Keep Messaging Simple and Emotional: Craft narratives that resonate
personally with your audience to sustain engagement.

5. Use Creative Tactics: Don’t shy away from humor, art, or unconventional
methods to draw attention and weaken resistance.

6. Maintain Persistence: Change often takes time; keep the pressure on and
adapt your strategies as needed.

The Enduring Relevance of Rules for Radicals
Saul Alinsky

Decades after its publication, "Rules for Radicals" remains a touchstone for
activists seeking to understand power dynamics and how to shift them. Its
blend of pragmatism, strategic thinking, and respect for the power of
ordinary people continues to inspire movements around the world. While not
without controversy, Alinsky'’s work challenges us to think critically about
social change and the role we can play in shaping a more equitable society.

Whether you are a seasoned organizer or someone curious about activism,
engaging with Saul Alinsky’s rules offers valuable lessons on leadership,
community building, and the art of organizing for lasting impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Saul Alinsky and what is 'Rules for
Radicals'?
Saul Alinsky was an American community organizer and writer, best known for

his book 'Rules for Radicals' published in 1971, which outlines strategies
for grassroots organizing and social activism.



What are the main themes of 'Rules for Radicals'?

'Rules for Radicals' focuses on empowering ordinary people to create social
change through organized activism, emphasizing tactics such as building
community power, using ridicule, and the importance of being pragmatic and
flexible.

How has 'Rules for Radicals' influenced modern
political activism?

The book has greatly influenced modern political activists and organizers by
providing practical strategies for mobilizing communities, challenging
established power structures, and effectively advocating for social justice
causes.

What are some key rules from 'Rules for Radicals'?

Some key rules include 'Power is not only what you have but what the enemy
thinks you have,' 'Make the enemy live up to its own book of rules,' and
'Pick the target, freeze it, personalize it, and polarize it.' These
emphasize strategy, focus, and psychological tactics.

Why is 'Rules for Radicals' considered
controversial?

The book is considered controversial because some view its tactics as
manipulative or confrontational, and it has been criticized by opponents who
believe it promotes divisiveness or undermines traditional political
processes.

Additional Resources

Rules for Radicals Saul Alinsky: An Analytical Review of Its Impact and
Principles

rules for radicals saul alinsky stands as a seminal work in the field of
community organizing and political activism. Written by Saul Alinsky in 1971,
the book serves as a manual for grassroots movements seeking to challenge
established power structures through strategic, pragmatic, and often
controversial tactics. Over the decades, "Rules for Radicals" has influenced
a wide spectrum of activists, politicians, and organizers, shaping approaches
to social change and political engagement.

This article provides an in-depth analysis of the core principles laid out by
Alinsky, explores the book’s historical context, and examines its enduring
relevance in contemporary activism. Emphasis will be placed on the strategic
framework Alinsky proposed, while considering critiques and the evolving
interpretations of his rules.



Understanding the Framework of Rules for
Radicals

At its core, "Rules for Radicals" is a guide that distills Alinsky’'s decades
of experience in community organizing into actionable strategies. Unlike
theoretical treatises, Alinsky’s work is unapologetically pragmatic, focused
on what works in the real world to build power among marginalized groups.

Alinsky’s approach can be summarized as a blend of tactical innovation,
psychological insight, and a clear-eyed view of power dynamics. He advocates
for organizers to understand their adversaries fully and to deploy
unconventional methods that disrupt the status quo. The book’'s subtitle, “A
Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals,” encapsulates this ethos,
emphasizing practicality over ideology.

Key Principles and Rules

Alinsky outlines 13 essential rules that activists should consider when
mobilizing communities. These rules are designed to maximize impact while
navigating the complexities of power. Some of the most notable include:

e Rule 1: “Power is not only what you have but what the enemy thinks you
have.” This highlights the importance of perception in political
struggles.

e Rule 4: “Make the enemy live up to its own book of rules.” Alinsky
encourages exposing hypocrisy as a means to undermine opponents.

e Rule 5: “Ridicule is man’s most potent weapon.” This rule underscores
humor and satire as effective tools in disarming and demoralizing
adversaries.

e Rule 13: “Pick the target, freeze it, personalize it, and polarize it.”
This strategic focus helps to concentrate efforts and create clear
narratives.

These principles reflect a deep understanding of human behavior and social
dynamics. Alinsky'’s rules prioritize adaptability, creativity, and boldness,
often pushing organizers to operate in gray areas where traditional rules of
engagement do not apply.



Historical Context and Influence

Saul Alinsky developed his organizing techniques during the mid-20th century,
a period marked by civil rights struggles, labor movements, and significant
social upheaval in the United States. His work in Chicago’s impoverished
neighborhoods provided a testing ground for tactics that empowered
disenfranchised communities to demand change.

"Rules for Radicals" emerged in a climate of political turbulence, where
grassroots activism was both a response to and a catalyst for broader
societal transformations. The book’s influence extended beyond community
organizing into political campaigns, labor unions, and even corporate
strategies.

Impact on Modern Political Movements

The legacy of Alinsky’'s rules is evident in various contemporary political
and social movements. Progressive advocacy groups often cite his work as
foundational in crafting effective organizing strategies. For example,
community organizers and political operatives have adapted his principles in
campaigns to increase voter registration, challenge systemic racism, and
promote environmental justice.

Conversely, critics from different ideological backgrounds have accused
Alinsky'’s methods of fostering divisiveness or promoting manipulative
tactics. Some conservative commentators have framed "Rules for Radicals" as a
blueprint for destabilizing established institutions, which has fueled
debates about the ethical implications of grassroots activism.

Analyzing the Pros and Cons of Alinsky’s
Approach
An unbiased examination of Alinsky’s methods reveals both strengths and

limitations. Understanding these facets is crucial for anyone looking to
apply or critique his framework.

Advantages

* Empowerment of Marginalized Groups: Alinsky’s techniques specifically
target those with limited formal power, helping them organize
effectively.



e Practicality and Flexibility: The rules encourage adaptability, allowing
organizers to respond to changing circumstances.

e Focus on Psychological Leverage: By emphasizing perception and morale,
the approach exploits vulnerabilities in opponents’ positions.

* Encouragement of Creativity: The use of satire, symbolism, and direct
action diversifies tactics beyond conventional protests.

Criticisms

e Ethical Concerns: Some rules advocate tactics that can be seen as
manipulative or confrontational, raising questions about moral
boundaries.

e Polarization Risks: The strategy of personalizing and polarizing targets
may deepen social divisions rather than foster dialogue.

e Context Dependency: Alinsky’s tactics, developed in a mid-20th-century
urban American setting, may not seamlessly translate to other cultural
or political environments.

* Potential for Misuse: The rules can be adopted by actors with divergent
agendas, including those aiming to undermine democratic processes.

The Continued Relevance of Rules for Radicals
Saul Alinsky

Despite being over five decades old, "Rules for Radicals" remains a
touchstone in discussions about activism and power. Its lasting relevance can
be attributed to its foundational insights into organizing as a form of power
negotiation rather than mere protest.

In the digital age, Alinsky’s principles have found new expression through
social media campaigns, online mobilization, and viral activism. The core
ideas about targeting, perception, and adaptability resonate strongly in
contemporary movements that leverage technology for rapid mobilization and
messaging.

At the same time, the book’s controversial nature ensures it remains a
subject of debate. As social and political landscapes evolve, so too do
interpretations of Alinsky’s work, with some viewing it as a necessary tool



for social justice, and others as emblematic of divisive tactics.

Ultimately, "Rules for Radicals" offers a complex toolkit for understanding
the mechanics of social change. Its blend of realism, strategy, and
psychological insight continues to challenge activists and analysts alike,
making it an indispensable resource for anyone engaged in the dynamics of
power and collective action.
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rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Radicals Saul Alinsky, 1989-10-23 “This country's
leading hell-raiser (The Nation) shares his impassioned counsel to young radicals on how to effect
constructive social change and know “the difference between being a realistic radical and being a
rhetorical one.” First published in 1971 and written in the midst of radical political developments
whose direction Alinsky was one of the first to question, this volume exhibits his style at its best.
Like Thomas Paine before him, Alinsky was able to combine, both in his person and his writing, the
intensity of political engagement with an absolute insistence on rational political discourse and
adherence to the American democratic tradition.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Notes on Saul D. Alinsky’s Rules for Radicals by Instaread
Instaread, 2017-02-24

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Reveille for Radicals Saul Alinsky, 2010-08-25 Legendary
community organizer Saul Alinsky inspired a generation of activists and politicians with Reveille for
Radicals, the original handbook for social change. Alinsky writes both practically and
philosophically, never wavering from his belief that the American dream can only be achieved by an
active democratic citizenship. First published in 1946 and updated in 1969 with a new introduction
and afterword, this classic volume is a bold call to action that still resonates today.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Thirteen Tactics for Realistic Radicals Saul Alinsky,
2016-10-04 A Vintage Shorts Selection From the founder of modern radical activism in America,
Saul Alinsky, whose the bestselling classic Rules for Radicals has reinvigorated the political left in
America. “Organizational genius” Alinsky lays out the thirteen rules that all have-nots must follow to
wage a successful campaign against the haves. Wielding tremendous influence to this day, and used
as a bible by leading organizers since it was first published almost fifty years ago, these vital words
of wisdom are written with humor, wit and unassailable power. Crucially impactful on both President
Obama and Hillary Clinton’s political philosophies and dedicated to the American political
tradition—Alinsky’s thirteen tactics will remain powerful and relevant, a must-read, for anyone
interested in how to enact constructive social change for years to come. An ebook short.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Radicals Saul D. Alinsky, 1972 First published in
1971, Rules for Radicals is Saul Alinsky's impassioned counsel to young radicals on how to effect
constructive social change and know the difference between being a realistic radical and being a
rhetorical one. Written in the midst of radical political developments whose direction Alinsky was
one of the first to question, this volume exhibits his style at its best. Like Thomas Paine before him,
Alinsky was able to combine, both in his person and his writing, the intensity of political engagement
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with an absolute insistence on rational political discourse and adherence to the American
democratic tradition.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Understanding Radicalism Ernest ]J. Zarra III, 2023-07-25
Understanding Radicalism: How It Affects What’s Happening in Education and Student’s Overall
examines and explores the ever-growing trend to use education, outside groups, and social media as
agencies of indoctrination and moral suasion, to capture the imaginations, thus prompting students
to question their own racial and gender identities.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Radical Christians Nelson R Foster, 2019-10-04 This
book is a brutal expose’ of religion’s failure to keep and preserve our Godly American culture and
the unconventional answer to restore the cultural soul that is rightfully ours to maintain. It exposes
the history and spiritual influences behind the decline and the process Christians can follow to
reverse that decline. Liberals may claim that they are godless Atheists, but the truth is, they are
following the doctrines of Lucifer and following a game plan taught by followers of Lucifer. We are
losing a spiritual battle by fighting with the tools of the flesh: logic, reason, emotion, science, and
the law. We are bound to lose. We need to learn the rules and methods that have been proven to
work spiritually against a ruthless spiritual opponent. Liberals know full well that they are fighting
for the soul of our nation. We need to realize that the soul they are fighting for is the complete
corruption and loss of the Godly soul our founding fathers tried to establish for our nation. It not
only presents the problem but also provides the solution to our problem and the promise that the
problem of ungodliness in our culture can be reversed. Godliness can be restored. We are also
fighting for the soul of our nation. It is NOT the same soul that the Liberals are trying to preserve.
They have corrupted our nation by deception. We can restore the national soul they corrupted with
the truth.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Radical Nicholas von Hoffman, 2010-06-29 From Left to Right,
one man has influenced them all: Saul Alinsky. Radical is a personal portrait of this controversial
mastermind of popular movements, a man who is often called the American Machiavelli. The tactics
and strategy of Alinsky, who died in 1972, have been studied by people as diverse as Barack Obama,
Cesar Chavez, Hillary Clinton, Dick Armey, the Tea Partiers, and activists and organizers of every
persuasion. Thousands of organizations around the country owe their inspiration and origins to
Alinsky -- who is to community organizing what Freud is to psychoanalysis. As told by his friend and
proté Nicholas von Hoffman, whom Alinsky dubbed in all the world my favorite, drinking, talking,
and thinking companion, Radical is an intimate look at the man who made a career of arming the
powerless and enraging the powerful. From Alinsky's smuggling guinea pigs into the Joliet state
penitentiary to the famous Buffalo fart-in. von Hoffman's book reveals the humor as well as the
ideals and anger that drove Alinsky to become a major figure in a democratic tradition dating back
to Tom Paine. Many of the stories about politicians, bishops, gangsters, millionaires, and labor
leaders, which Alinsky did not want made public in his lifetime, are told here for the first time in
Radical. Von Hoffman captures Alinsky's brilliant critique of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s
organizational tactics and where and why they succeeded or failed. It was a career that began in the
politics and violence of the Great Depression and worked its way through the Communist threat, the
racial struggles, and the Vietnam War protests of the second half of the twentieth century. The first
book to explain why so many have co-opted Alinsky's ideas, and the first to explain why so many
contemporary politicians misunderstand his message, Radical will become essential reading for
anyone interested in American politics, past and present.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Rules for Conservatives Michael Charles Master, 2012 Saul
Alinsky wrote Rules for Radicals 40 years ago as instructions on how to seize power. He was the
original community organizer who documented how to organize others to provide power to the
organizers. Alinsky was an instigator of class warfare and of the culture war. He taught liberals how
to divide America by organizing communities to seize power. Because of those who practiced those
rules, America is suffering. Every problem that we Americans face today can be traced back to
compromises with liberal radical leaders. As it defined the rules that radicals should use to



implement socialism and gain more control of governments, Rules for Conservatives defines the
rules that conservatives should use to stop this incremental takeover by liberals. The Tea Party
movement is determined to cut the tax burden on Americans. With decreased tax revenues,
governments will have to shrink and liberals will lose power. Rules for Conservatives is the playbook
for all conservatives and all Tea Party people to save America from liberal community organizers.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Visions of Privacy Colin J. Bennett, Rebecca A. Grant, Colin
John Bennett, 1999-01-01 Experts from Canada, the United States, and the United Kingdom, explore
five potential paths to privacy protection.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Strike the Hammer Laura Warren Hill, 2021-04-15 On July 24,
1964, chaos erupted in Rochester, New York. Strike the Hammer examines the unrest—rebellion by
the city's Black community, rampant police brutality—that would radically change the trajectory of
the Civil Rights movement. After overcoming a violent response by State Police, the fight for justice,
in an upstate town rooted in black power movements, was reborn. That resurgence owed much to
years of organizing and resistance in the community. Laura Warren Hill examines Rochester's long
Civil Rights history and, drawing extensively on oral accounts of the northern, urban community,
offers rich and detailed stories of the area's protest tradition. Augmenting oral testimonies with
records from the NAACP, SCLC, and the local FIGHT, Strike the Hammer paints a compelling
picture of the foundations for the movement. Now, especially, this story of struggle for justice and
resistance to inequality resonates. Hill leads us to consider the social, political, and economic
environment more than fifty years ago and how that founding generation of activists left its mark on
present-day Rochester.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Conduct Unbecoming Robert Patterson, 2010-08-31 Lt. Col.
Robert Patterson—former Senior Military Aide to President Clinton—exposes how President Barack
Obama’s national security policies are weakening our military and endangering America’s safety.
From underfunding and misusing the military to his “Apology Tour” across Europe and the Middle
East, President Obama has made America more vulnerable with both our allies and our enemies.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Ecclesiology and Exclusion Dennis Michael Doyle, Timothy
J. Furry, Pascal D. Bazzell, 2012 Ecclesiologists and other experts from around the world address
various forms of exclusion in the Catholic Church. These essays address the many forms of exclusion
in churches around the world, with a major focus on the Roman Catholic Church but also addressing
exclusion in other churches. Topics included are exclusion of marginal people, exclusion and racial
justice, exclusion and gender, exclusion and sacramental practices, and exclusion and ecumenical
reality. Contributors include Paul Lakeland, Gerard Mannion, A. E. Orobator, Bryan Massingale,
Phyllis Zagano, Neil Ormerod, Bradford Hinze, Mary McClintock Fulkerson, and Susan K. Wood,
among others.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Encyclopedia of Activism and Social Justice Gary L.
Anderson, Kathryn G. Herr, 2007-04-13 This is an important historical period in which to develop
communication models aimed at creating opportunities for citizens to find a voice for new
experiences and social concerns. Such basic social problems as inequality, poverty, and
discrimination pose a constant challenge to policies that serve the health and income needs of
children, families, people with disabilities, and the elderly. Important changes both in individual
values and civic life are occurring in the United States and in many other nations. Recent trends
such as the globalization of commerce and consumer values, the speed and personalization of
communication technologies, and an economic realignment of industrial and information-based
economies are often regarded as negative. Yet there are many signs - from the WTO experience in
Seattle to the rise of global activism aimed at making biotechnology accountable - that new forms of
citizenship, politics, and public engagement are emerging. The Encyclopedia of Activism and Social
Justice presents a comprehensive overview of the field with topics of varying dimensions, breadth,
and length. This three-volume Encyclopedia is designed for readers to understand the topics,
concepts, and ideas that motivate and shape the fields of activism, civil engagement, and social
justice and includes biographies of the major thinkers and leaders who have influenced and continue



to influence the study of activism. Key Features Offers multidisciplinary perspectives with
contributions from the fields of education, communication studies, political science, leadership
studies, social work, social welfare, environmental studies, health care, social psychology, and
sociology Provides an easily recognizable approach to topics, ideas, persons, and concepts based on
alphabetical and biographical listings in civil engagement, social justice, and activism Addresses
both small-scale social justice concepts and more large-scale issues Includes biography pieces
indicating the concepts, ideas, or legacies of individuals and groups who have influenced current
practice and thinking such as John Stuart Mill, Rachel Carson, Mother Jones, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Karl Marx, Mohandas Gandhi, Nelson and Winnie Mandela, Dorothy Day, and Thomas Merton

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Underdogma Michael Prell, 2011-02-01 “Analyzing and
refuting the common assumptions of anti-Americanism is a critical contribution to the global political
debate. Thank goodness for this effort. —UN Ambassador John Bolton, author of Surrender is Not an
Option David versus Goliath, the American Revolutionaries, The Little Engine That Could, Team
USA's Miracle on Ice, the Star Wars Rebel Alliance, Rocky Balboa, the Jamaican bobsled team and
the meek inheriting the Earth. Everyone, it seems, loves an underdog. Why is that? We begin life tiny
and helpless, at the mercy of those who are bigger and more powerful than us: parents and
guardians who tell us what to eat, what to wear, how to behave (even when to sleep and wake up).
From childhood into adulthood, we're told what to do by those who wield more power—our parents,
teachers, bosses government. So naturally, we have a predisposition to resent the overdogs and root
for the little guy. But this tendency, which international political consultant and human rights
activist Michael Prell calls “underdogma, can be very dangerous - both to America and to the world
at large. In Underdogma, Prell, who has worked world leaders including Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, the Australian and Canadian prime ministers and the Dalai Lama, explores our
love/hate relationship with power within our culture and our politics. Underdogma explains seeming
mysteries such as why: Almost half of Americans blamed President Bush for the attacks of 9/11, even
while the American media described the architect of these attacks as “thoughtful about his cause
and craft and “folksy. Gays and lesbians protest those who protect gay rights (America, Israel), while
championing those who outlaw and execute homosexuals (Palestine). Environmentalists focus their
rage on America, even though China is the largest emitter of greenhouse gases. The United Nations
elevates countries such as Sudan to full membership on the UN's Commission on Human Rights,
even as the ethnic cleansing of Darfur proceeds. Tracing the evolution of this belief system through
human history—ancient Greece to Marxism to the dawn of political correctness—Prell shows what
continuing with this collective mindset means for our future. While America and its president
increasingly exalt the meek and apologize for their power, America's competitors and enemies are
moving in a different direction. China is projected to overtake the U.S. economically by 2027 and is
ready to move into the position of hegemon, and radical Islamists are looking to extend their global
territory, taking any sign of weakness as a chance to attack. America must return to its founding
spirit, and underdogma must stop now—our nation depends on it.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Radicals David Horowitz, 2012-09-24 Radical liberals want to
make America a better place, but their utopian social engineering leads, ironically, to greater human
suffering. So argues David Horowitz, bestselling author in his newest book Radicals: Portraits of a
Destructive Passion. From Karl Marx to Barack Obama, Horowitz shows how the idealistic impulse
to make the world “a better place” gives birth to the twin cultural pathologies of cynicism and
nihilism, and is the chief source of human suffering. A former liberal himself, Horowitz recounts his
own brushes with radicalism and offers unparalleled insight into the disjointed ideology of liberal
elites through case studies of well-known radial leftists, including Christopher Hitchens, feminist
Bettina Aptheker, leftist academic Cornel West, and more. Exploring the origin and evolution of
radical liberals and their progressive ideology, Radicals illustrates how liberalism is not only
intellectually crippling for its adherents, but devastating to society.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Community Intervention Jan Marie Fritz, Jacques Rhéaume,
2022-10-13 The second and expanded edition of this award-winning book provides the most



up-to-date and important efforts for improving the quality of life in communities around the world. It
focuses on community improvements in relation to the interdisciplinary field of clinical sociology.
The first part of the book includes updated analyses of important concepts and tools for community
intervention. It discusses the importance of centrally involving community members in all phases of
community development activities. Part II includes several completely new chapters and focuses on
projects in a number of countries -- the United States, Brazil, South Africa, Canada, the Philippines
and France. It covers topics such as establishing human rights cities; involving and empowering
local communities; research in communities; the healthy cities movement; and climate change. This
edition includes several new gender-focused chapters, addressing local level initiatives based on the
recommendations of the Committee on the Elimination and Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW), women in prison, and gender factors in climate risk. The appendices include profiles of
outstanding practitioners and scholar-practitioners over the last 100 years. This edition includes
contributions from well-known scholars and practitioners in clinical sociology and is of interest to
sociologists, social policy makers, social workers, and sustainability researchers. The first edition of
this book received the Distinguished Scholarly Book Award from the Clinical Sociology Division of
the International Sociological Association.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Cold Anger Mary Beth Rogers, 1990 Considering the
importance which Latinos will have on American culture and politics in the 21st century, very little
of a nonscholarly nature has been written about them. Rogers fills the gap somewhat with this
journalistic biography of Ernesto Cortes,a grass-roots leader who teaches Latinos how to use the
political system. A man who combines religion and secular ideology, Cortes is doing for the Latino
communities nationally what Jesse Jackson did in Chicago a decade earlier. The book effectively
captures the flavor of the movement in small, rural locales and in major urban centers, conveying
Cortes's ideology and energy, as well as the issues close to the Latino heart. A welcome look at
minority politics in the 1990s.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Hijacked! Clarence Washington Sr., 2021-06-24 In this four
volume series, Hijacked!: How Dr. King's Dream Became a Nightmare, author Clarence Washington
Sr. dissects Dr. Martin Luther King's dream and explores how our failure to adhere to its principles
has allowed the dream to be hijacked and turned to a nightmare—and it's time to wake up. In the
second volume of the Hijacked! collection, The Hijack, the author analyzes the various methods by
which Dr. King's dream is being hijacked and demonstrates the fruitless, negative results that such
methods are destined to impart to individual Americans and the nation as a whole. This volume
uncovers hidden agendas of the disciples of Saul Alinsky's rules for radicals, the disciples of James
Cone's Black liberation theology, and the hidden agendas of other leftists and progressive elitists in
America. The author reveals how their philosophically, biblically, and historically errant ideologies
have pervaded the minds of desperate people of meager means, the softminded, and the easily
deceived in our nation with belief systems that have enslaved instead of freeing them. For the full
dissection of Dr. King's dream and how our failure to adhere to its principles has led to a nightmare,
explore the other volumes in Hijacked!: How Dr. King's Dream Became a Nightmare. Other volumes
in this series focus on the dream, the nightmare, and how we can recover.

rules for radicals saul alinsky: Religion of the Field Negro Vincent W. Lloyd, 2017-11-07
Black theology has lost its direction. To reclaim its original power and to advance racial justice
struggles today black theology must fully embrace blackness and theology. But multiculturalism and
religious pluralism have boxed in black theology, forcing it to speak in terms dictated by a power
structure founded on white supremacy. In Religion of the Field Negro, Vincent W. Lloyd advances
and develops black theology immodestly, privileging the perspective of African Americans and
employing a distinctively theological analysis. As Lloyd argues, secularism is entangled with the
disciplining impulses of modernity, with neoliberal economics, and with Western imperialism - but it
also contaminates and castrates black theology. Inspired by critics of secularism in other fields,
Religion of the Field Negro probes the subtle ways in which religion is excluded and managed in
black culture. Using Barack Obama, Huey Newton, and Steve Biko as case studies, it shows how the



criticism of secularism is the prerequisite of all criticism, and it shows how criticism and grassroots
organizing must go hand in hand. But scholars of secularism too often ignore race, and scholars of
race too often ignore secularism. Scholars of black theology too often ignore the theoretical insights
of secular black studies scholars, and race theorists too often ignore the critical insights of religious
thinkers. Religion of the Field Negro brings together vibrant scholarly conversations that have
remained at a distance from each other until now. Weaving theological sources, critical theory, and
cultural analysis, this book offers new answers to pressing questions about race and justice, love and
hope, theorizing and organizing, and the role of whites in black struggle. The insights of James Cone
are developed together with those of James Baldwin, Sylvia Wynter, and Achille Mbembe, all in the
service of developing a political-theological vision that motivates us to challenge the racist
paradigms of white supremacy.
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