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Mary Higgins Clark: A Stranger Is Watching — A Thrilling Dive into Suspense

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching stands out as one of the gripping
works by the acclaimed author Mary Higgins Clark, who has long been
celebrated for her masterful storytelling in the suspense and mystery genres.
This novel, like many of her others, combines psychological intrigue with
well-crafted characters and a plot that keeps readers eagerly flipping pages.
If you've ever been drawn to tales filled with tension, unexpected twists,
and emotional depth, exploring Mary Higgins Clark’s "A Stranger Is Watching"
is a must.

About Mary Higgins Clark and Her Style

Mary Higgins Clark, often hailed as the “Queen of Suspense,” has cemented her
place in literary history with numerous bestsellers spanning decades. Known
for her ability to capture the reader’s attention from the very first page,
Clark’s novels often feature ordinary characters thrust into extraordinary,
sometimes terrifying circumstances. Her storytelling is notable for its blend
of suspense, emotional resonance, and an accessible writing style that
appeals to a broad audience.

The Signature Elements of Clark’s Writing

What makes Mary Higgins Clark’s books so captivating? A few key hallmarks
include:

- **Strong Female Protagonists:** Clark often centers her stories around
women who display courage and resilience in the face of danger.

- **Psychological Suspense:** Rather than relying solely on action, Clark
delves into the minds of her characters, creating tension through their
fears, doubts, and secrets.

- **Intricate Plots:** Her novels are intricately woven, with carefully
placed clues and red herrings that keep readers guessing until the final
chapters.

- **Relatable Settings:** Many of her stories take place in everyday places
like suburban homes, schools, or hospitals, making the suspense feel all the
more real.

Given these elements, it’'s no surprise that "A Stranger Is Watching"
resonates with fans of thrillers and crime fiction alike.



Understanding "A Stranger Is Watching" - Plot
and Themes

At its core, "A Stranger Is Watching" revolves around the terrifying
experience of a young woman who becomes the target of a dangerous criminal.
The story explores themes of vulnerability, trust, and the lengths one will
go to protect loved ones.

The Plot Unfolded

The novel follows the harrowing ordeal of a family who becomes entwined with
a kidnapper. As the narrative progresses, readers witness not only the
suspenseful chase and investigation but also the emotional turmoil
experienced by the characters. Mary Higgins Clark expertly balances the fast-
paced action with moments of introspection, making the tension palpable
without overwhelming the reader.

Key Themes Explored in the Novel

- **Fear and Survival:** The characters’ struggle to survive under threat
highlights human resilience.

- **Family Bonds:** The story emphasizes the strength found in family
connections during crises.

- **Justice and Morality:** Questions about right and wrong, and the pursuit
of justice, drive much of the novel’'s moral complexity.

- **The Unknown Threat:** The idea of being watched or stalked by a stranger
taps into universal fears of invasion of privacy and safety.

These themes not only provide depth to the story but also encourage readers
to reflect on their own perceptions of safety and trust.

The Impact of "A Stranger Is Watching" in Mary
Higgins Clark’s Career

"A Stranger Is Watching" is often cited as a pivotal work that showcases Mary
Higgins Clark’s ability to blend suspense with emotional storytelling.
Released during a prolific period in her career, the novel helped solidify
her reputation as a leading voice in suspense fiction.



Critical Reception and Reader Response

Critics praised the novel for its taut pacing and believable characters,
noting how Clark’s writing keeps readers on edge without resorting to cliché
tropes. Fans were drawn to the relatable protagonists and the realistic
portrayal of fear and courage. This book, like many of her others, found a
strong following among readers who enjoy psychological thrillers with heart.

Adaptations and Cultural Influence

The popularity of "A Stranger Is Watching" extended beyond print. The novel
was adapted into a film in the late 1980s, further expanding its reach and
introducing Clark’s gripping narrative to a wider audience. This adaptation
helped showcase the timeless appeal of her stories, proving that well-crafted
suspense transcends mediums.

Why Readers Keep Coming Back to Mary Higgins
Clark’s Suspense Novels

If you’re wondering why Mary Higgins Clark’s works, including "A Stranger Is
Watching," remain so beloved, it’'s worth exploring what makes her novels
enduring favorites.

Relatable Characters and Emotional Depth

Unlike many thrillers that focus solely on plot, Clark invests heavily in
character development. Her protagonists often feel like real people with
relatable fears and hopes, making their journeys compelling and emotionally
engaging.

Accessible Yet Sophisticated Storytelling

Clark’s writing strikes a perfect balance between straightforward prose and
intricate plotting. This accessibility doesn’t sacrifice depth; instead, it
invites a wide range of readers to immerse themselves in suspenseful stories
that challenge and entertain.

Timeless Themes and Universal Fears

Whether it’s the fear of being watched, kidnapped, or betrayed, Mary Higgins



Clark taps into universal anxieties that remain relevant regardless of
changing times. This timelessness helps her novels resonate with new
generations of readers.

Tips for New Readers Diving into Mary Higgins
Clark’s "A Stranger Is Watching"

If you’'re about to start reading "A Stranger Is Watching" or any of Mary
Higgins Clark’s suspense novels, here are some tips to enhance your
experience:

Read attentively: Pay close attention to details and character
interactions—they often contain subtle clues that enrich the story.

Set aside uninterrupted time: Clark’s novels are best enjoyed when you
can fully immerse yourself in the suspense without distractions.

Embrace the emotional journey: Don’t just focus on the mystery; allow
yourself to connect with the characters’ fears and hopes.

e Discuss with others: Sharing theories and reactions with fellow readers
can deepen your appreciation of the plot twists and themes.

Exploring Further: Similar Books and Authors

For fans of "A Stranger Is Watching" looking to expand their reading list,
several authors and titles share thematic or stylistic similarities:

e Linda Howard: Known for suspense novels with strong female leads and
romantic subplots.

e Ruth Rendell: Offers psychological thrillers with complex characters and
dark themes.

e Patricia Cornwell: Focuses on crime investigations with detailed
forensic insights.

e “The Silent Corner” by Dean Koontz: A gripping thriller featuring a
protagonist fighting against unseen threats.

These suggestions provide a well-rounded exploration into the world of



suspense and mystery, complementing the experience of reading Mary Higgins
Clark’'s work.

Mary Higgins Clark’s "A Stranger Is Watching" remains a compelling journey
into the heart of suspense, blending emotional depth with thrilling
storytelling. Whether you’re a longtime fan or new to her books, this novel
offers a captivating experience that lingers long after the last page is
turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of Mary Higgins Clark's "A
Stranger is Watching"?

The novel revolves around a young man named Kirk who, after surviving a
traumatic kidnapping, becomes entangled in a suspenseful and dangerous
situation when a stranger begins watching him and his family.

When was "A Stranger is Watching" by Mary Higgins
Clark first published?

"A Stranger is Watching" was first published in 1977.

Is "A Stranger is Watching" based on a true story?

No, "A Stranger is Watching" is a work of fiction, though Mary Higgins Clark
often incorporates realistic details to enhance suspense.

Who are the main characters in "A Stranger is
Watching"?

The main characters include Kirk, the kidnapping victim, his family members,
and the antagonist who is stalking them.

Has "A Stranger is Watching" been adapted into any
films or TV shows?

Yes, "A Stranger is Watching" was adapted into a film in 1982, directed by
Sean S. Cunningham.

What themes are explored in "A Stranger is
Watching"?

The novel explores themes of fear, survival, family loyalty, and the
psychological impact of trauma.



How does Mary Higgins Clark build suspense in "A
Stranger is Watching"?

Clark uses tight pacing, multiple perspectives, and cliffhangers to create a
tense atmosphere and keep readers engaged throughout the novel.

Additional Resources

Mary Higgins Clark’s “A Stranger Is Watching”:
A Masterclass in Psychological Suspense

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching stands out as a quintessential
example of the author’s mastery in the suspense and thriller genres. Known as
the “Queen of Suspense,” Mary Higgins Clark has built a career on weaving
intricate plots filled with psychological tension, and *A Stranger Is
Watching* is no exception. This novel encapsulates her signature
style—combining compelling characters, a gripping narrative, and an
underlying atmosphere of unease that keeps readers on edge from start to
finish.

Mary Higgins Clark’s reputation as a prolific thriller writer is well-earned,
and this book is frequently cited among her most memorable works. Released in
1977, *A Stranger Is Watching* not only solidified her place in the pantheon
of suspense authors but also influenced subsequent writers in the genre. With
its intense plot revolving around kidnapping, psychological manipulation, and
the resilience of the human spirit, the story resonates deeply with readers
who seek more than just surface-level thrills.

In-depth Analysis of Mary Higgins Clark’s
Narrative Techniques

Mary Higgins Clark employs several narrative techniques in *A Stranger Is
Watching* that elevate it beyond a conventional thriller. One notable aspect
is her skillful use of multiple perspectives. The story unfolds through the
eyes of different characters, allowing readers to piece together the mystery
from various vantage points. This technique not only enriches the plot but
also enhances suspense, as each perspective reveals critical information
while withholding other details.

Additionally, Clark’s pacing is deliberate and calculated. She balances
moments of high tension with quieter, character-driven scenes that deepen
emotional engagement. This ebb and flow prevent the narrative from becoming
monotonous, ensuring sustained reader interest throughout the novel'’s



progression.

The psychological dimension of the novel deserves special mention. Unlike
many thrillers that rely on external action alone, *A Stranger Is Watching*
delves into the internal struggles of its characters. The interplay between
fear, hope, and determination creates a realistic portrayal of human behavior
under extreme stress, a hallmark of Clark’s writing style.

Plot Overview and Thematic Elements

At its core, *A Stranger Is Watching* revolves around the kidnapping of a
young woman and her subsequent ordeal. The story explores themes of survival,
trust, and the unpredictability of human nature. Mary Higgins Clark
meticulously constructs the antagonist’s character, providing insight into
the motivations behind criminal behavior without glorifying it. This nuanced
approach adds depth to the story and invites readers to consider the
psychological underpinnings of crime.

The theme of vigilance and the idea that danger can lurk in unexpected places
permeate the narrative. The title itself—*A Stranger Is Watching*—evokes a
sense of paranoia and caution, which is expertly maintained throughout the
book. This thematic element resonates with readers, tapping into universal
fears about safety and the unknown.

Character Development and Emotional Resonance

Mary Higgins Clark’s characters are often praised for their realism and
relatability, and this novel is no different. The protagonist’s journey from
a state of vulnerability to one of empowerment is portrayed with sensitivity
and authenticity. Readers witness her transformation as she confronts her
captor and navigates the psychological trauma inflicted upon her.

Supporting characters also receive careful attention. The family members, law
enforcement officials, and even minor players contribute to the story’s
richness. Clark’s ability to craft well-rounded characters ensures that the
narrative is grounded and emotionally compelling, rather than relying solely
on plot twists or suspenseful moments.

Comparative Insights: Mary Higgins Clark’s Work
in Context

When compared to other works by Mary Higgins Clark, *A Stranger Is Watching*
exemplifies many of the qualities that have made her novels enduring
bestsellers. Unlike some of her later works, which often revolve around



mystery and crime-solving, this novel leans heavily into psychological

suspense and the thriller genre. It shares thematic similarities with books
like *Where Are the Children?* and *The Cradle Will Fall*, where the focus is
on ordinary people caught in extraordinary circumstances.

In the landscape of thriller novels from the late 20th century, *A Stranger
Is Watching* holds its own against contemporaries such as Patricia Highsmith
and Ruth Rendell. While Highsmith’s work often explores the mind of the
criminal, Clark balances the narrative by providing equal weight to the
victim’s perspective, creating a dual tension that is both visceral and
cerebral.

Pros and Cons of the Novel

* Pros:

o Strong, multifaceted characters that evoke empathy.

[¢]

Balanced pacing that blends action with emotional depth.

o

Effective use of psychological suspense that maintains tension.

[¢]

Clear, accessible prose that appeals to a wide audience.

e Cons:

o Some plot elements may feel predictable to seasoned thriller
readers.

o The 1970s setting occasionally dates certain aspects of the story.

o Limited exploration of law enforcement procedures compared to
modern thrillers.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The novel’'s popularity led to a television film adaptation in 1982, further
cementing its place in popular culture. The adaptation brought the tension
and dramatic elements of Mary Higgins Clark’s writing to a wider audience,
showcasing the story’s cinematic potential. Although the film received mixed
reviews, it contributed to the novel’s legacy and introduced Clark’s work to



viewers who might not have encountered it in book form.

Moreover, *A Stranger Is Watching* has influenced the thriller genre by
demonstrating how psychological complexity can coexist with fast-paced
storytelling. It helped pave the way for future authors who blend emotional
depth with suspense, a trend that continues to dominate the genre today.

Mary Higgins Clark’s Enduring Appeal in the
Thriller Genre

The continued relevance of *A Stranger Is Watching* can be attributed to Mary
Higgins Clark’s unique ability to tap into primal fears and societal
anxieties. Her stories often reflect contemporary concerns, and though this
novel was written decades ago, its themes remain pertinent. The fear of the
unknown, the vulnerability of individuals, and the quest for justice resonate
universally.

In an era where thriller novels often emphasize graphic violence or complex
forensic details, Clark’s approach—focusing on psychological tension and
human resilience—offers a refreshing alternative. This quality has ensured
her work remains popular among readers who prefer suspense that engages the
mind as much as it thrills.

Mary Higgins Clark’s *A Stranger Is Watching* thus stands as a testament to
the power of well-crafted storytelling. Its blend of suspense, psychological
insight, and compelling characters continues to captivate readers, making it
a noteworthy entry in the canon of American thriller literature.
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mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: A Stranger Is Watching Mary Higgins Clark,
2000-05-25 Bestselling author Mary Higgins Clark brings suspense and intrigue to this story of a
family beginning to heal from a brutal murder, but the accused man in jail maintains his
innocence...and the true Kkiller is waiting for the perfect moment to strike again. Ronald Thompson
knows he never killed Nina Peterson—yet in two days the state of Connecticut will take his life,
having found him guilty via due process of law. But Thompson’s death will not stop the pain and
anger of Nina’s husband, Steve. Thompson’s death will not still the fears of Nina’s six-year-old son,
Neil, witness to his mother’s brutal slaying. Not even the love and friendship of Sharon Martin, a
journalist who is slowly becoming a part of their world, will ever erase their bitter memories. Only
time, perhaps, will heal their wounds. But in the shadows a stranger waits, a cunning psychopath
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who has killed before, who has unfinished business at the Peterson home...

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: A Stranger is Watching,Mary Higgins Clark Mary
Higgins Clark, 1977

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: Mary Higgins Clark Linda De Roche, 2011-03-21
This incisive exploration probes the relationship between the novels of bestselling author Mary
Higgins Clark and the key events and influences of her life. In her 2002 memoir, Kitchen Privileges,
Mary Higgins Clark shared the details of her life with her readers, but she offered little significant
reflection on those details. For that, readers must look to her fiction, where her themes, characters,
and subjects suggest her responses to her life experiences. Mary Higgins Clark: Life and Letters
provides readers with an analysis of these connections in a volume that should increase their
understanding—and appreciation—of the author and her work. Focusing on subjects associated with
the literary elements of representative Clark novels, Linda De Roche explores the relationship
between the life of this bestselling author and the books that have won her legions of fans for more
than a quarter century. Themes and issues woven into Clark's fiction—such as the role of the past in
people's lives, repercussions of violence, and the concept of identity—are considered, while close
critical readings uncover psychological, feminist, and sociopolitical interpretations that will delight
fans and inform scholars.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: The Book That Changed My Life Roxanne ]J.
Coady, Joy Johannessen, 2007-10-18 Now in paperback, a delightful collection of essays on the
transformative power of reading In The Book That Changed My Life, our most admired writers,
doctors, professors, religious leaders, politicians, chefs, and CEO s share the books that mean the
most to them. For Doris Kearns Goodwin it was Barbara Tuchman's The Guns of August, which
inspired her to enter a field, history writing, traditionally reserved for men. For Jacques Pépin it was
The Myth of Sisyphus, which taught him the importance of personal responsibility, dignity, and
goodness in the midst of existentialist France. A testament to the life-altering importance of
literature, this book inspires us to return to old favorites and seek out new treasures. All proceeds
go to The Read to Grow Foundation, which partners with urban hospitals to provide books and
literacy information to newborns and their families.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: Mary Higgins Clark: A Biography Anita Felicelli,
2012-05-15 Adversity was the driving force behind bestselling suspense author Mary Higgins Clark's
international success. The death of Clark's first husband - under circumstances similar to those in
which she lost her father as a young girl - left her in a desperate situation. Raising five children
alone on limited means, Clark turned to novel writing to supplement her income. Although Clark's
success wasn't instant, she eventually forged a brilliant career with her storytelling talents, and
created a multimillion dollar, international brand. At various points, some professional
commentators have criticized Clark's novels as formulaic and poorly written. Ever-resilient, Clark
chalks this criticism up to the critics' belief that if the masses like it, it can't be good. She believes
the most important critics are her readers and that her chief talent is storytelling, rather than
writing. With more than 40 bestselling books that masses of readers all over the world buy
regardless of the critics' opinions, Clark looks like she will have the last laugh.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: The Lottery Winner Mary Higgins Clark,
2000-05-25 Mary Higgins Clark, the bestselling “Queen of Suspense,” returns with Alvirah
Meehan—one of her most beloved characters—in these six dazzling, intertwined, and thrilling tales
of sleuthing and suspense. Together with her devoted mate, the ever-resourceful Alvirah has jumped
into crime solving on a grand scale—and with her indomitable spirit and style. Among their many
adventures, Alvirah and Willy find a dead actress in their Central Park South condominium upon
their return from London in “The Body in the Closet.” Needing a break from the big city, they escape
to Cape Cod—only to meet a would-be heiress framed for murder in “Death on the Cape.” When
Alvirah and Willy seek the tranquility of the Cypress Point Spa, it’s the perfect getaway—until a
jewel thief turns up in “The Lottery Winner.” Back in Manhattan, the search for a neighbor’s missing
newborn makes for a suspense-filled Christmas in “Bye, Baby Bunting.” The perfect collection for



both Mary Higgins Clark and mystery fans, the stories in The Lottery Winner will keep you on the
edge of your seat and leave you breathless!

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: Cry In The Night Mary Higgins Clark, 2011-11-29
Divorcee Jenny MacPartland's struggle to support herself and her two small daughters is not helped
by her irresponsible ex-husband. But suddenly a new man steps into her life. Rich, handsome Erich
Krueger sweeps her off her feet and off to his mansion in the country.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: Born with Teeth Kate Mulgrew, 2015-04-14
Raised by unconventional Irish Catholics who knew how to drink, how to dance, how to talk, and
how to stir up the devil, Kate Mulgrew grew up with poetry and drama in her bones. But in her
mother, a would-be artist burdened by the endless arrival of new babies, young Kate saw the
consequences of a dream deferred. Determined to pursue her own no matter the cost, at 18 she left
her small Midwestern town for New York, where, studying with the legendary Stella Adler, she
learned the lesson that would define her as an actress: Use it, Adler told her. Whatever
disappointment, pain, or anger life throws in your path, channel it into the work. It was a lesson she
would need. At twenty-two, just as her career was taking off, she became pregnant and gave birth to
a daughter. Having already signed the adoption papers, she was allowed only a fleeting glimpse of
her child. As her star continued to rise, her life became increasingly demanding and fulfilling, a
whirlwind of passionate love affairs, life-saving friendships, and bone-crunching work. Through it all,
Mulgrew remained haunted by the loss of her daughter, until, two decades later, she found the
courage to face the past and step into the most challenging role of her life, both on and off screen.
We know Kate Mulgrew for the strong women she's played -- Captain Janeway on Star Trek ; the
tough-as-nails Red on Orange is the New Black. Now, we meet the most inspiring and memorable
character of all: herself. By turns irreverent and soulful, laugh-out-loud funny and heart-piercingly
sad, Born with Teeth is the breathtaking memoir of a woman who dares to live life to the fullest, on
her own terms.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark, Carol
Higgins Clark, 2001-10 Los Angeles private detective Regan Reilly teams up with lottery winner and
amateur sleuth Alvirah Meehan to investigate when Regan's father Luke and his driver, Rosita, are
kidnapped pending a one million dollar ransom.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: The Literary Filmography Leonard Mustazza,
2006-05-17 From the very infancy of the film industry, filmmakers have relied heavily upon literature
as the foundation for their movie material. Well-known literary works such as Dickens’s A Christmas
Carol and Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter were adapted to film in the silent era, as were such books
as Thomas Dixon’s Jr.’s The Klansman, basis for the film Birth of a Nation. In recent years, Nick
Hornsby’s About a Boy and each of Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary novels were the basis for
popular movies bearing the same names. A guide to English-language works that have been adapted
as theatrical and television films, this volume includes books (both fiction and non-fiction), short
stories, newspaper and magazine articles and poems. Entries are arranged alphabetically by literary
title with cross-listings for films made under different titles. Each entry includes the original work’s
title, author, year of first publication, literary prizes, and a brief plot summary. Information on film
adaptation(s) of the work, including adaptation titles, director, screenwriter, principal cast and the
names of the characters they portray, major awards, and availability in the most common formats
(DVD, VHS), is also offered.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: Great Authors of Mystery, Horror & Thrillers
Britannica Educational Publishing, 2014-01-01 Mysteries, horror stories, and thrillers keep readers'
hearts pounding and their bodies firmly planted on the edge of their seats. The authors who have
provided some of the greatest literary adrenaline rushes in history are profiled in this book. These
individuals challenge readers to solve crimes, delve into the supernatural, and face their deepest
fears[Jall in the name of entertainment and edification. By examining the lives of many of the writers
behind these popular works[Jincluding Raymond Chandler, Agatha Christie, John Grisham, Stephanie
Meyer, and Bram Stoker{Jreaders will also learn about the evolution of these genres, as well as the




impetus behind the creation of many best-selling titles therein.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: Just Take My Heart Mary Higgins Clark,
2011-11-29 When Natalie Raines, famous Broadway star, is found in her home in Closter, New
Jersey, dying from a gunshot wound, her former husband, Gregg Aldrich, whom she was in the
process of divorcing, is the chief suspect. What no one knows is that, only days before she was
murdered, Natalie accidentally came face to face with the man who killed her former roommate,
Jamie Evans. Two years later, career criminal Jimmy Easton, comes forward to claim that Aldrich
hired him to kill his wife, but he turned the job down. Based on Easton's testimony, Gregg is charged
with the murder of his wife. Handling the case is Emily Wallace, an attractive thirty-two-year-old
widowed assistant prosecutor. As Aldrich's trial is making headlines, Emily's boss, Ted Wesley,
warns her that this high-profile case will reveal personal matters about her, such as the fact that she
had a heart transplant. And, during the trial, Emily experiences sentiments which defy all reason and
continue after Gregg Aldrich's fate is decided by the jury.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: The Encyclopedia of Fantastic Film R. G.
Young, 2000-04 Thirty-five years in the making, and destined to be the last word in fanta-film
references! This incredible 1,017-page resource provides vital credits on over 9,000 films
(1896-1999) of horror, fantasy, mystery, science fiction, heavy melodrama, and film noir.
Comprehensive cast lists include: directors, writers, cinematographers, and composers. Also
includes plot synopses, critiques, re-title/translation information, running times, photographs, and
several cross-referenced indexes (by artist, year, song, etc.). Paperback.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: For One Week Only Ric Meyers, 2011 I
Dismember Mama ... Snuff ... Night of a Thousand Cats ... these and many more like-titled examples
of cinematic dementia delighted dozens in the grindhouse movie theaters of the sixties, seventies,
and eighties. Now, for the second time ever, For One Week Only reveals the incredible truth behind
the most manic movies ever made. Filled with interviews and rare illustrations, it captures the joys
of a genre that has to be seen not to be believed. To avoid fainting, keep repeating: it's only a book

!

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: He Sees You When You're Sleeping Mary
Higgins Clark, Carol Higgins Clark, 2001-11-20 Mary Higgins Clark, America’s Queen of Suspense,
and her daughter, bestselling author Carol Higgins Clark, have followed the successful publication
of last year’s holiday bestseller Deck the Halls with a heartwarming tale that combines much of the
charm of the classic movie It’s a Wonderful Life with unexpected menace. Meet Sterling Brooks. His
was not an exemplary life—he was too self-absorbed to ever really think about anyone else or make a
commitment to the woman he loved. On the other hand, he had endearing qualities. His actual
misdeeds were few—his were sins of omission, not commission. It is a few days before Christmas.
For forty-six years Sterling has lingered in the celestial waiting room outside the heavenly gates,
awaiting summons by the Heavenly Council. Will he be deemed fit for entrance into heaven? At last
the day comes and the council settles on a test for Sterling—he will be sent back to earth and given
an opportunity to prove his worthiness by helping someone else. Sterling Brooks finds himself in
Manhattan, at the skating rink in Rockefeller Center. Among the skaters is a heartbroken
seven-year-old named Marissa, and as Sterling soon realizes, it is she he has been sent to help.
Marissa’s sadness comes from her separation from the father she adores, a talented young singer,
and her sparkling grandmother, owner of a popular restaurant. Both have been forced into the
Witness Protection Program because two mobsters, the Badgett brothers, have put a price on their
heads to prevent their testifying against them in an arson case. Sterling, able to move back and forth
in time and place, masterminds a plan to eliminate the threat from the Badgett brothers and reunite
Marissa with her loved ones. Filled with suspense and humor, He Sees You When You're Sleeping is
a perfect story for the holidays, a delightful and warm-hearted tale of perseverance, redemption, and
love.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: New York Magazine , 1978-11-13 New York
magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly



made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the
magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: Horror Films of the 1980s John Kenneth Muir,
2010-07-28 John Kenneth Muir is back! This time, the author of the acclaimed Horror Films of the
1970s turns his attention to 300 films from the 1980s. From horror franchises like Friday the 13th
and Hellraiser to obscurities like The Children and The Boogens, Muir is our informative guide. Muir
introduces the scope of the decade's horrors, and offers a history that draws parallels between
current events and the nightmares unfolding on cinema screens. Each of the 300 films is discussed
with detailed credits, a brief synopsis, a critical commentary, and where applicable, notes on the
film's legacy beyond the 80s. Also included is the author's ranking of the 15 best horror films of the
80s.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: Deck the Halls/The Christmas Thief Mary Higgins
Clark, Carol Higgins Clark, 2009-11-03 The first omnibus of Mary Higgins Clark and Carol Higgins
Clark's bestsellingcollaborative Christmas mysteries.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: Horror Film Directors, 1931-1990 Dennis
Fischer, 2024-10-17 This is an exhaustive study of the major directors of horror films in the six
decade period. For each director there is a complete filmography including television work, a career
summary, critical assessment, and behind-the-scenes production information. Fifty directors are
covered in depth, but there is an additional section on the hopeless, the obscure, the promising, and
the up-and-coming.

mary higgins clark a stranger is watching: Women Writers in the United States Cynthia
J. Davis, Kathryn West, 1996-05-09 Women Writers in the United States is a celebration of the many
forms of work--written and social, tangible and intangible--produced by American women. Davis and
West document the variety and volume of women's work in the U.S. in a clear and accessible
timeline format. They present information on the full spectrum of women's writing--including fiction,
poetry, biography, political manifestos, essays, advice columns,and cookbooks, alongside a
chronology of developments in social and cultural history that are especially pertinent to women's
lives. This extensive chronology illustrates the diversity of women who have lived and written in the
U.S. and creates a sense of the full trajectory of individual careers. A valuable and rich source of
information on women's studies, literature, and history, Women Writers in the United States will
enable readers to locate familiar and unfamiliar women's texts and to place them in the context out
which they emerged.
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