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The Great Pumpkin Contest: Celebrating Giant Gourds and Garden Glory

the great pumpkin contest is an annual event that captivates gardeners, farmers, and pumpkin
enthusiasts from all around. It’s a celebration of horticultural skill, patience, and a bit of friendly
competition, where participants grow massive pumpkins to vie for the title of the biggest, heaviest,
or most impressive gourd. Beyond just a contest, it’s a tradition rooted in community spirit,
agricultural passion, and festive fun, especially as autumn leaves begin to fall and Halloween
approaches.

If you’ve ever wondered what it takes to grow a pumpkin that tips the scales at hundreds or even
over a thousand pounds, or why these contests have become such a beloved part of fall festivities,
this article will take you through the ins and outs of the great pumpkin contest, sharing insights into
its history, how to grow a champion pumpkin, and what the competitions are really like.

The Origins of the Great Pumpkin Contest

The tradition of growing giant pumpkins dates back over a century, with the earliest documented
attempts in the United States occurring in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Farmers and gardeners
began experimenting with selective breeding to produce larger and larger fruits, fascinated by the
challenge and the spectacle of such enormous pumpkins.

One of the most famous events is the annual giant pumpkin weigh-off held in Half Moon Bay,
California, which has been dubbed the “Pumpkin Capital of the World.” This contest draws growers
from across the globe, each eager to showcase their giant pumpkin marvels. Over time, the great
pumpkin contest has become more than just a local fair event; it’s a global competition that
celebrates agricultural innovation and the fun of autumn.

Why Giant Pumpkins Fascinate Us

There’s something almost magical about pumpkins that grow to extraordinary sizes. They defy the
expectations we have for this common fall vegetable, turning it into a monster marvel that sparks
curiosity and admiration. This fascination isn’t just about size, but also about the dedication required
to cultivate such giants. The great pumpkin contest embodies the spirit of growth, patience, and
connection to the earth.

How to Grow a Giant Pumpkin: Tips from the Pros

Growing a pumpkin that can compete in the great pumpkin contest isn’t as simple as planting a seed
and hoping for the best. It requires knowledge, strategy, and careful attention through the growing
season.



Choosing the Right Seeds

The journey begins with selecting seeds from proven giant pumpkin varieties, typically from the
species *Cucurbita maxima*. These seeds come from pumpkins that have previously won contests or
produced fruits weighing several hundred pounds or more. Many growers rely on specific seed lines
that have been cultivated for size and robustness over years.

Soil Preparation and Planting

Giant pumpkins need rich, fertile soil with excellent drainage and a slightly acidic to neutral pH level
(around 6.0 to 7.0). Preparing the soil well in advance by incorporating plenty of organic matter like
compost or aged manure can provide essential nutrients.

Planting is usually done in late spring after the last frost. Each pumpkin plant requires a lot of
space—sometimes up to 1,000 square feet—because the vines can grow over 20 feet long.

Watering, Feeding, and Care

Consistent watering is crucial to prevent stress on the plant, which can stunt growth or cause
cracking in the pumpkin skin. Many growers use drip irrigation systems to maintain moisture
without wetting the foliage excessively, which reduces the risk of fungal diseases.

Feeding the pumpkin with a balanced fertilizer high in nitrogen early on promotes vine growth,
followed by phosphorus and potassium to support flowering and fruit development. Regular
monitoring for pests and diseases is also vital, as giant pumpkins can be vulnerable to squash bugs,
powdery mildew, and other common issues.

Pollination and Fruit Management

Hand pollination is often used in the great pumpkin contest to ensure the female flowers are
fertilized by the pollen from a selected male flower, increasing the chance of a successful and
vigorous fruit. Once the fruit sets, growers carefully manage the pumpkin’s position and occasionally
prune vines to direct the plant’s energy toward growing the giant gourd.

The Competition Experience: What Happens at the
Great Pumpkin Contest?

When harvest time arrives, the excitement around the great pumpkin contest reaches its peak.
Participants haul their massive pumpkins to the contest site, often using specialized equipment or
trailers due to the sheer weight of the gourds.



Weigh-Ins and Judging Criteria

The centerpiece of the contest is the weigh-in, where pumpkins are carefully hoisted onto enormous
scales. The heaviest pumpkin usually takes the top prize, but some contests also judge based on the
pumpkin’s shape, color, and overall condition.

Judges may look for:

- Weight (primary factor)
- Symmetry and shape
- Skin quality (free of blemishes or cracks)
- Vine and leaf health

Community and Festivities

Beyond the competition, these events often feature pumpkin carving contests, food vendors, live
music, and family-friendly activities. The great pumpkin contest becomes a hub for local
communities and visitors to celebrate harvest season, share gardening tips, and enjoy the festive
atmosphere.

Record-Breaking Pumpkins

Over the years, growers have broken world records with pumpkins exceeding 2,000 pounds. These
record-breaking giants are the result of decades of selective breeding, meticulous care, and
sometimes a bit of luck with weather and growing conditions.

Why Participate or Attend a Great Pumpkin Contest?

Whether you’re a seasoned grower or just a fan of fall traditions, the great pumpkin contest offers
something for everyone.

For Growers: A Challenge and a Passion

Participating in the contest is a way to test gardening skills, learn new techniques, and connect with
a community of like-minded enthusiasts. Many growers find the process deeply rewarding,
combining science, art, and a love for nature.

For Spectators: A Fun and Educational Experience

Attending a great pumpkin contest can be a highlight of the autumn calendar. Visitors get to see



awe-inspiring pumpkins up close, learn about horticulture, and enjoy seasonal festivities. It’s a
perfect outing for families, photographers, and anyone curious about giant vegetables.

Supporting Local Agriculture

These contests often support local farmers and agricultural education, promoting sustainable
gardening practices and celebrating the bounty of the harvest season.

Tips for Those Inspired to Grow Their Own Giant
Pumpkin

If the idea of growing a giant pumpkin has sparked your interest, here are a few tips to get started:

1. **Start Small:** Experiment with smaller pumpkins first to understand their growth cycle.
2. **Research Seed Varieties:** Look for seeds from reputable sources with a history of producing
large pumpkins.
3. **Plan Your Garden Space:** Ensure you have enough room and the right soil conditions.
4. **Keep a Gardening Journal:** Track watering, feeding, and growth progress to learn what works
best.
5. **Connect with the Community:** Join local gardening clubs or online forums focused on giant
pumpkin growing.

The great pumpkin contest may seem like a quirky tradition, but it’s also a testament to human
ingenuity, patience, and the joy found in cultivating something extraordinary. Whether you’re
growing your own giant pumpkin or simply marveling at the giants on display, there’s a special kind
of magic in celebrating these colossal fruits each autumn season.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Great Pumpkin Contest?
The Great Pumpkin Contest is an annual event where participants compete to grow the largest
pumpkin, often judged by weight.

When and where is the Great Pumpkin Contest usually held?
The Great Pumpkin Contest is typically held in the fall, around October, in various locations across
the United States and other countries.

What techniques do growers use to win the Great Pumpkin
Contest?
Growers use specialized fertilizers, careful watering schedules, pest control, and selective seed



varieties to maximize pumpkin size.

What is the record for the heaviest pumpkin ever grown in the
Great Pumpkin Contest?
The heaviest pumpkin ever recorded in a Great Pumpkin Contest weighed over 2,700 pounds.

Are there different categories in the Great Pumpkin Contest?
Yes, many contests include categories such as heaviest pumpkin, best decoration, and even smallest
pumpkin.

Can anyone participate in the Great Pumpkin Contest?
Yes, most Great Pumpkin Contests are open to the public, allowing gardeners of all skill levels to
enter their pumpkins.

How long does it take to grow a contest-worthy pumpkin?
It usually takes about 4 to 5 months of careful cultivation to grow a giant pumpkin suitable for the
contest.

What challenges do participants face when growing giant
pumpkins?
Participants often face challenges like pests, diseases, weather conditions, and the need for
consistent care to grow giant pumpkins.

Is the Great Pumpkin Contest connected to Halloween?
Yes, the contest often coincides with Halloween festivities, as pumpkins are a traditional symbol of
the holiday.

Where can I watch or attend a Great Pumpkin Contest?
Many Great Pumpkin Contests are held at agricultural fairs, community centers, or farms, and
information about events is usually available online or through local agricultural organizations.

Additional Resources
The Great Pumpkin Contest: A Comprehensive Exploration of Giant Pumpkin Competitions

the great pumpkin contest has long captivated agricultural enthusiasts, amateur gardeners, and
competitive growers alike. This unique competition, which challenges participants to cultivate the
largest pumpkin possible, combines horticultural skill, scientific knowledge, and a bit of luck. Over
the years, the great pumpkin contest has evolved into a celebrated event with regional and
international appeal, drawing attention to the art and science of giant pumpkin growing.



Understanding the Great Pumpkin Contest

At its core, the great pumpkin contest is a horticultural competition where growers submit their
largest pumpkins to be weighed and judged. These contests typically occur in the fall, coinciding
with the harvest season and the cultural festivities surrounding pumpkins, such as Halloween and
Thanksgiving. While the concept is straightforward—grow the biggest pumpkin—the methods and
techniques employed by competitors are anything but simple.

The contest has roots in traditional farming communities but has expanded significantly due to
increased interest in agricultural innovation and local food movements. Today, events like the Great
Pumpkin Commonwealth and the annual weigh-offs across North America serve as hubs for growers
to showcase record-breaking specimens that sometimes exceed 2,000 pounds.

The Appeal of Giant Pumpkin Growing

Several factors contribute to the fascination with the great pumpkin contest. First, the challenge
itself is a test of agricultural expertise. Successful participants must master soil management, pest
control, irrigation, and nutrient optimization. Giant pumpkins require extensive care, including
pruning, shading, and sometimes even protective shelters to mitigate environmental stressors.

Second, the spectacle of enormous pumpkins has broad cultural resonance, connecting with
seasonal traditions and community celebrations. The contest often attracts media attention and
spectators, providing a festive atmosphere that blends competition with camaraderie.

Finally, the contest appeals to scientific curiosity. Many growers apply principles of plant genetics
and selective breeding to enhance pumpkin size and resilience. The pursuit of the perfect giant
pumpkin is a blend of art, science, and patience.

Techniques and Strategies in the Great Pumpkin
Contest

Growing a giant pumpkin is a meticulous process that involves several critical stages. Each phase
requires specific attention to maximize growth potential.

Seed Selection and Breeding

The foundation of a great pumpkin lies in its genetics. Growers often source seeds from prize-
winning pumpkins, emphasizing lines known for size and vigor. Hybridization and careful breeding
practices aim to combine desirable traits, such as rapid growth and disease resistance.



Soil Preparation and Nutrition

Soil quality is paramount. Many contestants invest in soil testing and amendments to create an ideal
growing medium. Rich in organic matter, with balanced pH and adequate drainage, the soil supports
robust root development. Fertilization schedules are tailored to provide a steady supply of nitrogen,
phosphorus, and potassium, along with trace minerals.

Watering and Environmental Control

Consistent moisture is critical, but overwatering can cause root rot. Growers often employ drip
irrigation systems to maintain optimal soil moisture. Additionally, shading techniques protect the
pumpkin from excessive sun exposure, preventing skin damage and temperature stress.

Pruning and Plant Care

To concentrate energy on the main pumpkin, growers prune secondary vines and limit the number of
fruits per plant. This selective growth management ensures that nutrients are directed towards the
giant pumpkin instead of multiple smaller ones.

Notable Records and Competitions

The great pumpkin contest has produced some astonishing records that highlight the potential size
pumpkins can reach under expert care.

World Record Giant Pumpkin: As of recent years, the world record pumpkin weighed over
2,700 pounds, grown by a dedicated contender in the United States. This record-breaking
specimen exemplifies the culmination of advanced growing techniques and ideal conditions.

Regional Competitions: Many states and provinces host annual weigh-offs, such as the Half
Moon Bay Art & Pumpkin Festival in California or the Circleville Pumpkin Show in Ohio, each
contributing to the competitive giant pumpkin circuit.

International Participation: While North America dominates the scene, European and
Canadian growers have increasingly participated, bringing diverse horticultural approaches to
the contest.

Comparing Different Growing Environments

Environmental factors significantly affect pumpkin growth. Temperature, humidity, and length of the
growing season vary widely among regions, influencing strategies.



Temperate Climates: Regions with moderate temperatures and longer growing seasons can
foster steady pumpkin development, allowing growers to push size limits.

Warmer Climates: High heat may stress plants, requiring shading and careful irrigation to
mitigate adverse effects.

Soil Variability: Sandy versus clay soils necessitate different amendment strategies to
optimize nutrient availability and drainage.

The Impact and Cultural Significance of the Great
Pumpkin Contest

Beyond horticulture, the great pumpkin contest has cultural and economic implications. These
events often boost local tourism, drawing thousands of visitors and generating revenue for host
communities. The contests foster a sense of local pride and agricultural heritage, connecting urban
populations with farming traditions.

Moreover, the media coverage and social sharing of giant pumpkin images amplify the contest’s
reach, inspiring new generations of growers. Educational programs often accompany these events,
teaching about plant biology, sustainability, and food systems.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its popularity, the great pumpkin contest faces some criticisms. Critics argue that the
intense focus on size may encourage unsustainable practices, such as excessive fertilizer use or
water consumption. There are also concerns about genetic diversity, as seed lines become highly
specialized and potentially vulnerable.

Additionally, some agricultural purists question whether the contest prioritizes spectacle over
traditional farming values. Balancing competitive ambition with environmental stewardship remains
an ongoing dialogue within the giant pumpkin community.

Innovations and Future Trends

Advancements in agricultural technology are influencing the great pumpkin contest. Precision
agriculture tools, such as soil sensors and drone monitoring, allow growers to optimize conditions
with greater accuracy. Organic and sustainable growing methods are gaining traction, reflecting
broader environmental awareness.

The integration of data analytics helps growers track growth patterns and refine techniques. There
is also growing interest in promoting diversity within pumpkin breeds, exploring heirloom varieties



alongside giant hybrids.

Social media platforms facilitate knowledge exchange among growers worldwide, accelerating
innovation and community building. Virtual contests and online weigh-offs have emerged, especially
in response to recent global events impacting in-person gatherings.

The great pumpkin contest remains a fascinating intersection of tradition, science, and community,
reflecting the enduring human fascination with pushing the boundaries of nature’s potential.
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  the great pumpkin contest: The Great Pumpkin Contest Angie Rozelaar, 2019-07-23 When
two cats compete in a pumpkin contest, they both win a new friend in this charming story about
pumpkins, Halloween, and cats! Mimi and Clara are neighbors. Both cats want to win this fall’s
Great Pumpkin Contest. As the competition draws near, Mimi’s pumpkin grows larger...and
larger...and LARGER. And soon the pumpkin—and her worries—are bigger than she imagined. Can
Clara help Mimi find her way? With adorable artwork from author and illustrator Angie Rozelaar of
Planet Cat Studio, The Great Pumpkin Contest is a perfect Halloween story, and a reassuring
reminder that even in a competition, friendship always comes first.
  the great pumpkin contest: The Great Pumpkin Smash Franklin W. Dixon, 2019-09-03
Detective brothers Frank and Joe investigate a crime of smashin’ in the tenth book in the interactive
Hardy Boys Clue Book series. Frank, Joe, and their best friend Chet are attending Bayport Zoo’s
annual Halloween carnival. Frank and Joe have a routine planned for Scaryoke, and Chet has
entered the pumpkin pie-eating contest—he even brought his own whipped cream! After their
performance, Frank and Joe go to check out the painted pumpkins on display. But when the brothers
enter the tent, they see their Scaryoke song wasn’t the only smash hit at the carnival. The floor is
littered with bits of pulverized pumpkins! What’s worse, the organizer says that unless the culprits
are caught by the end of the day, this will be the last Boo at the Zoo…forever! Can Frank and Joe
find out what happened before it’s too late? Or is this pumpkin crime unpatchable?
  the great pumpkin contest: Pumpkinfest Dick Snyder, 2019-05-25 As he works to introduce
Pumpkin Fest to Woodland Park, Jonas Kirk stirs a nest of hidden enmities and memories of
wretched misbehaviors. Four childhood friends, community leaders now, help organize the event . . .
and then they begin to die—accidents it would appear. At the same time, Kirk finds himself
increasingly lethargic, distracted from his commitments, and singularly focused on growing a
pumpkin. “Really, Jonas? Gardening?” Sharon Cunningham asked. For a time, he had no answers for
his preoccupation. A new face, Roger Blaisdell, sensed Kirk’s emptiness, bonded and re-energized
him. Together, they helped Devlin solve deaths, both old and new, redefining community leadership
in Woodland Park for another generation.
  the great pumpkin contest: American Folktales: From the Collections of the Library of
Congress Carl Lindahl, 2015-03-17 This two-volume collection of folktales represents some of the
finest examples of American oral tradition. Drawn from the largest archive of American folk culture,
the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress, this set comprises magic tales, legends,
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jokes, tall tales and personal narratives, many of which have never been transcribed before, much
less published, in a sweeping survey. Eminent folklorist and award-winning author Carl Lindahl
selected and transcribed over 200 recording sessions - many from the 1920s and 1930s - that span
the 20th century, including recent material drawn from the September 11 Project. Included in this
varied collection are over 200 tales organized in chapters by storyteller, tale type or region, and
representing diverse American cultures, from Appalachia and the Midwest to Native American and
Latino traditions. Each chapter begins by discussing the storytellers and their oral traditions before
presenting and introducing each tale, making this collection accessible to high school students,
general readers or scholars.
  the great pumpkin contest: Private Pilot Beginner's Manual (for Sport Pilots,too) 2nd
Edition Paul Berge, 2018-12-16 This easy-to-read aviation book is ideal for student pilots with no
flight background who wish to gently immerse themselves in flight training. It's ideal for private and
sport pilots to brush up on the aero basics before a biennial flight review (BFR). Flight and ground
school instructors will appreciate the Private Pilot Beginner's Manual (for Sport Pilots too) as the
ultimate guide for introducing or reviewing aeronautical basics without scaring off future, or
returning, pilots with overly technical dissertations. You'll laugh, you'll fly, you'll refer back to it
throughout your flying life.
  the great pumpkin contest: Home at Night Paula Munier, 2023-10-17 Beware the
blackbirds... It’s Halloween in Vermont, winter is coming, and five humans, two dogs, and a cat are a
crowd in Mercy Carr’s small cabin. She needs more room—and she knows just the place: Grackle
Tree Farm, with thirty acres of woods and wetlands and a Victorian manor to die for. They say it’s
haunted by the ghosts of missing children and lost poets and a murderer or two, but Mercy loves it
anyway. Even when Elvis finds a dead body in the library. There’s something about Grackle Tree
Farm that people are willing to kill for—and Mercy needs to figure out what before they move in. A
coded letter found on the victim points to a hidden treasure that may be worth a fortune—if it’s real.
She and Captain Thrasher conduct a search of the old place—and end up at the wrong end of a
Glock. A masked man shoots Thrasher, and she and Elvis must take him down before he murders
them all. Under fire, she and Elvis manage to run the guy off, but not before they are wounded,
leaving Thrasher fighting for his life in the hospital, Mercy on crutches, and Elvis on the mend. Now
it’s up to Mercy and Troy and the dogs to track down the masked murderer in a county overflowing
with leaf peepers, Halloween revelers, and treasure hunters and bring him to justice before he
strikes again and the treasure is lost forever, along with the good name of Grackle Tree Farm....
  the great pumpkin contest: Farm Fun for October Elizabeth Cole Midgley, 2008-09-01 Make
your classroom a place of celebration with the creative ideas in this packet that focus on the farm
and various plants. Each special day includes suggestions for incorporating it into your regular
curriculum, such as language arts, social studies, math, science, and sensory experiences. The
celebrations in this packet include Octoberfest Day, Something to �Crow� about Day, Jack and the
Beanstalk Day, and Great Pumpkin Day. With these ideas, your students will have fun and look
forward to learning.
  the great pumpkin contest: Cincinnati Magazine , 1982-10 Cincinnati Magazine taps into
the DNA of the city, exploring shopping, dining, living, and culture and giving readers a ringside
seat on the issues shaping the region.
  the great pumpkin contest: Misfits Jen Calonita, 2018-10-02 Funny, charming, and
rebellious. —James Riley, New York Times bestselling author of The Story Thieves series and the
Revenge of Magic series In Enchantasia, becoming a legendary prince or princess doesn't happen
overnight. Enter Royal Academy, the training ground for the fairy tale leaders of tomorrow! But
Devin has major reservations about her new school and her royal future. How can she be a princess
and the best creature caretaker Enchantasia has ever seen? It doesn't help that there's something
seriously weird about RA's headmistress. Olivina seems obsessed with preparing students for
possible attacks from villains (A royal can't rule when they're stuck in a tower!) Devin gets that
being Snow White and Rapunzel's fairy godmother has probably made Olivina pretty paranoid, but



anytime someone steps a toe out of line, Olivina becomes more of a fairy nightmare than a fairy
godmother. Something isn't right with this lady, and Devin is determind to find out what. But what
Devin discovers could change the fairy tale world forever... Don't miss The Fairy Tale Reform School
series: Flunked Charmed Tricked Switched
  the great pumpkin contest: Newcomer's Handbook for Moving to and Living in the San
Francisco Bay Area Sabrina Crawford, 2005-12
  the great pumpkin contest: The Great Pumpkin-growing Contest Kerrie Shanahan, 2009
  the great pumpkin contest: Quick Escapes® From San Francisco Karen Misuraca,
2010-03-02 We’ve done the planning. You do the packing. When you only have a few days to get
away, why spend half your time preparing? Quick Escapes® From San Francisco frees you from
thedetails and puts you on the road to an enjoyable time away from home. Inside you’ll find thirteen
quick getaways within driving distance of San Francisco. Take the Wine Road to the sea and explore
Sonoma and Napa valleys. Enjoy the scenic coastal towns and the world’s tallest redwoods along the
Avenue of the Giants. Explore the history and museums of Monterey. With this guide, you’ll find
enough variety to suit every budget and taste. Featuring: • Easy-to-follow itineraries for 36- to
48-hour minivacations • Recommendations for the best places to visit, dine, and sleep • Options for
a variety of interests • Accurate driving directions and route maps • Information on festivals and
special events
  the great pumpkin contest: Jet , 1993-10-25 The weekly source of African American political
and entertainment news.
  the great pumpkin contest: All the Best Contests for Kids, 1992-1993 Joan M. Bergstrom,
Craig Bergstrom, 1992-02 More than 100 national contests and competitions-such as the jumping
frogs in Calaveras County-are suggested for youngsters ages 6 to 12.
  the great pumpkin contest: Monkeewrench P. J. Tracy, 2004-04-06 People are dying for the
new computer game by the software company Monkeewrench. Literally. With Serial Killer Detective
out in limited release, the real-life murders of a jogger and a young woman have already mimicked
the first two scenarios in the game. But Grace McBride and her eccentric Monkeewrench partners
are caught in a vise. If they tell the Minneapolis police of the link between their game and the
murders, they'll shine a spotlight on the past they thought they had erased-and the horror they
thought they'd left behind. If they don't, eighteen more people will die...
  the great pumpkin contest: Sorcery in Salem John Hardy Wright, 1999 In Sorcery in Salem,
local author John Hardy Wright examines the witchcraft delusion that afflicted Salem Village and
Salem Town in the winter of 1691-92. Twenty inhabitants lost their lives at that time; nineteen were
hanged on Gallows Hill, and one elderly man, Giles Cory, by remaining mute as a personal protest to
the proceedings of the court, was pressed to death under heavy weights. Once the prosecuting
examinations began on March 1, 1692, local authorities were uncertain what course the following
trials would take. Spectral evidence, in which the shape of a suspected witch tortured people, was a
primary indication of guilt, as was the touch test, in which a victim was released from the witch's
power upon the laying on of hands. Not being able to correctly recite the Lord's Prayer was also
damning.
  the great pumpkin contest: Wow! James G. Devine, 2014-12-03 This book is a collection of
wonderful short stories. The longer stories include a young boy who purchases a used trunk at the
thrift store only to discover it is magical. Two brothers investigate a murder during the winter
months while at the cottage. A bully takes control of life at school and one boy decides to stand up to
her. A selection of stories from a book of Grimms Fairy Tales comes to life while a boy sleeps at
night. The final story brings to a conclusion a story started in another book titled Echoes from the
Classroom. This is definitely a book that once you start reading is hard to put down.
  the great pumpkin contest: Lakeland Boating , 2001
  the great pumpkin contest: A Haunting Halloween Gr. 2-3 , Toads, bats, ghosts, witches
and pumpkins are some of the characters featured in this resource. Your students will be thrilled
with the drama of the Halloween season as they learn critical skills in: brainstorming, phonics, word



study, creative writing, research, printing, reading, and math. What's more, they'll learn some of the
interesting facts behind the lore associated with this time of year, and some practical tips for
keeping safe while trick-or-treating too! 53 activities: Teacher Guide & Answer Key, 84 pages
  the great pumpkin contest: Resource Recycling , 2005
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