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Public Enemies: Understanding the Notorious Figures Who Shaped Crime History

public enemies have long fascinated society, capturing the imagination of both historians
and the general public alike. These figures, often notorious criminals or outlaws, have left
an indelible mark on the cultural and legal landscapes of their times. From bank robbers
and gangsters during the Prohibition era to modern-day cybercriminals, the concept of
public enemies continues to evolve, reflecting society’s ongoing battle against crime and
lawlessness. In this article, we will explore the origins, impact, and legacy of public
enemies, shedding light on their stories and the efforts made to bring them to justice.

Who Are Public Enemies?

At its core, the term "public enemies" refers to individuals or groups considered a
significant threat to public safety and order. Traditionally, this label has been applied to
notorious criminals whose actions disrupt societal norms on a large scale. The phrase
gained particular prominence during the early 20th century in the United States, when law
enforcement agencies began targeting well-known gangsters and outlaws who were seen
as enemies of the public.

The Historical Context of Public Enemies

The 1930s, often called the "Golden Age of Crime," was a period when public enemies
became household names. Figures like John Dillinger, Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow, and
Al Capone dominated headlines due to their daring bank heists, bootlegging operations,
and violent confrontations with law enforcement. The Great Depression exacerbated social
unrest, and many of these criminals were viewed by some as anti-heroes, rebelling against
a system that seemed to have failed the common man.

This era also saw the rise of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) under ). Edgar Hoover,
who famously launched campaigns to capture and eliminate these public enemies. The
FBI's efforts to track down and apprehend notorious criminals helped to professionalize law
enforcement and marked a turning point in America’s fight against organized crime.

The Evolution of Public Enemies Over Time

While the classic image of a public enemy might conjure up images of gun-toting gangsters
from the 1930s, the concept has broadened significantly over the decades. Today, public
enemies can take many forms, including terrorists, drug lords, hackers, and other figures
who threaten the safety and security of communities on a local or global scale.



From Outlaws to Cybercriminals

In the digital age, public enemies are no longer confined to physical crimes like robbery or
violence. Cybercrime has emerged as a serious threat, with hackers and cyberterrorists
targeting critical infrastructure, financial systems, and personal data. These modern public
enemies operate in the shadows of the internet, making them difficult to track and
apprehend, but their impact can be just as devastating as that of traditional criminals.

Law enforcement agencies across the globe have had to adapt, creating specialized cyber
units and international coalitions to combat these new threats. This shift highlights how the
notion of public enemies continues to evolve in response to changes in technology and
society.

The Social Impact of Public Enemies

Public enemies have always influenced public perception of crime, justice, and morality.
Their stories are often sensationalized in the media, shaping the way society views criminal
behavior and law enforcement efforts.

Media and the Mythologizing of Criminals

Movies, books, and television shows have played a significant role in turning public enemies
into legends. Hollywood’s depiction of gangsters and outlaws often blurs the line between
fact and fiction, romanticizing their exploits and sometimes portraying them as charismatic
anti-heroes. This mythologizing can complicate public understanding of the real harm
caused by these individuals, and it raises important questions about the role of media in
framing crime narratives.

Public Enemies and Policy Changes

The threat posed by public enemies has often spurred legislative and policy changes aimed
at enhancing public safety. For instance, the violent crimes of the 1930s led to the
strengthening of federal law enforcement powers and the introduction of new crime-fighting
technologies. Similarly, the rise of cybercrime has prompted governments to enact stricter
cybersecurity laws and invest in advanced surveillance and response capabilities.

These responses demonstrate how public enemies can act as catalysts for social and legal
reform, pushing societies to adapt and improve their mechanisms for maintaining order.

Lessons Learned from Famous Public Enemies

Studying the lives and crimes of public enemies offers valuable insights into the root causes



of crime and the challenges faced by law enforcement.

Understanding Motivation and Social Context

Many public enemies emerged during periods of economic hardship, social upheaval, or
political corruption. Their actions were often fueled by a complex mix of personal ambition,
desperation, and rebellion against perceived injustice. Recognizing these underlying factors
is crucial for developing effective crime prevention strategies that address not just the
symptoms but the causes of criminal behavior.

The Importance of Community and Law Enforcement
Collaboration

The pursuit of public enemies has historically required cooperation between law
enforcement agencies and the communities they serve. Public tips, withess cooperation,
and community trust have been essential in apprehending dangerous criminals. Building
strong relationships between police and citizens continues to be a cornerstone of effective
crime-fighting efforts today.

How Society Can Respond to Modern Public
Enemies

Given the evolving nature of threats, society must adopt multifaceted approaches to
confront modern public enemies effectively.

e Education and Awareness: Empowering individuals with knowledge about crime
prevention, cybersecurity, and the signs of radicalization can help reduce
vulnerability.

* Technological Innovation: Investing in advanced tools like artificial intelligence and
data analytics can enhance the ability to detect and disrupt criminal networks.

¢ International Cooperation: Since many modern public enemies operate across
borders, global collaboration among law enforcement agencies is vital.

e Social Support Systems: Addressing socio-economic disparities and providing
support for at-risk populations can prevent the conditions that often give rise to
criminal activity.

By combining these strategies, societies can create resilient frameworks to protect citizens
from the many faces of public enemies.



The fascination with public enemies is not just about their crimes but also about how
societies respond and adapt to threats. Their stories serve as reminders of the ongoing
struggle between order and chaos, law and lawlessness, and the enduring human desire for
justice and security. Whether in the form of a bank robber from the 1930s or a
cybercriminal operating today, public enemies continue to shape the way we understand
crime and the measures we take to safeguard our communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were considered the most notorious public
enemies during the Great Depression era?

During the Great Depression, notorious public enemies included criminals like John
Dillinger, Bonnie and Clyde, Baby Face Nelson, and Pretty Boy Floyd, who were infamous for
bank robberies and evading law enforcement.

What is the significance of the FBl's 'Public Enemy
Number One' designation?

The FBI's 'Public Enemy Number One' designation was used to identify the most dangerous
and wanted criminals in the United States, helping to prioritize law enforcement efforts to
capture them.

How has the concept of 'public enemy' evolved in
modern times?

Today, 'public enemy' can refer not only to traditional criminals but also to cybercriminals,
terrorists, and other threats to public safety, reflecting changes in crime and law
enforcement priorities.

What role did media play in shaping public perception
of 'public enemies' in the 1930s?

Media sensationalized the exploits of criminals like John Dillinger, often glamorizing them
and influencing public perception by portraying them as anti-heroes or symbols of defiance
against authority.

Can you name some famous movies or books that focus
on public enemies?

Famous movies include 'Public Enemies' (2009) starring Johnny Depp as John Dillinger, and
books like 'Public Enemies' by Bryan Burrough, which chronicles the crime wave of the
1930s.



How did law enforcement agencies combat public
enemies during the early 20th century?

Law enforcement agencies increased coordination, used new forensic techniques, and
employed more aggressive tactics, including FBI involvement, to track and apprehend
notorious criminals.

What impact did public enemies have on American
society and law enforcement policies?

Public enemies influenced the expansion of federal law enforcement powers, led to reforms
in criminal justice, and heightened public awareness about crime and security during
turbulent times.

Additional Resources

Public Enemies: An In-Depth Examination of Notorious Figures and Their Impact on Society

public enemies have long captured the collective imagination of societies around the
world. The term traditionally refers to individuals or groups deemed by authorities to pose
significant threats to public safety, often due to their involvement in criminal activities that
disrupt social order. From infamous gangsters of the early 20th century to modern-day
cybercriminals, public enemies have shaped law enforcement tactics, media portrayal of
crime, and public perceptions of justice. This article delves into the historical context,
defining characteristics, societal impact, and evolving nature of public enemies, providing a
comprehensive overview for researchers, students, and readers interested in criminology
and public safety.

Understanding the Concept of Public Enemies

The label “public enemy” is not merely a sensationalistic term but one rooted in legal and
social frameworks. Historically, it has been applied to individuals whose criminal actions
threatened the safety and well-being of the general population, often warranting prioritized
law enforcement efforts. Understanding this concept requires an exploration of its origins,
criteria, and implications.

Historical Origins and Evolution

The term gained prominence in the United States during the 1930s, a period marked by the
Great Depression and a surge in organized crime. Figures such as John Dillinger, Bonnie and
Clyde, and Al Capone were branded as public enemies due to their high-profile bank
robberies, violent confrontations with law enforcement, and defiance of the legal system.
The infamous “Public Enemy No. 1” designation became a tool for law enforcement
agencies like the FBI to prioritize the capture of these individuals.



Over time, the concept expanded beyond notorious gangsters to encompass various forms
of criminality perceived as threats to public order. This includes terrorists, drug kingpins,
and even cybercriminals in the digital age. The evolution reflects changing societal
concerns and law enforcement priorities.

Legal and Social Criteria for Designation

Identifying someone as a public enemy involves multiple factors:

* Severity of Crimes: Typically involves violent offenses such as murder, armed
robbery, or acts of terrorism.

e Impact on Public Safety: The individual's actions cause widespread fear or harm
within communities.

* Defiance of Law Enforcement: Resistance to arrest, escape from custody, or
continued criminal activity despite intervention.

* Media and Political Attention: Public and governmental focus often influences the
application of the term.

This multidimensional approach underscores the complexity in designating public enemies,
balancing legal definitions with social perceptions.

The Role of Public Enemies in Shaping Law
Enforcement Strategies

Public enemies have historically prompted significant shifts in policing techniques,
legislative measures, and inter-agency cooperation. Their notoriety has often accelerated
advancements in crime-fighting technologies and policies.

Impact on Law Enforcement Tactics

The pursuit of high-profile public enemies necessitated the development of more
sophisticated investigative tools. For example, the FBI's “Public Enemy” campaign in the
1930s drove innovations in forensic science, fingerprinting, and the use of wanted posters
to solicit public assistance. Modern law enforcement continues to adapt, employing digital
surveillance, data analytics, and international collaboration to combat contemporary public
enemies such as cyberterrorists and drug cartels.



Policy and Legislative Responses

Governments often respond to the threat posed by public enemies through legislative
changes aimed at enhancing public safety. The enactment of laws targeting organized
crime syndicates, terrorism, or cybercrime reflects this trend. However, such measures
sometimes raise concerns regarding civil liberties and due process, illustrating the tension
between security and individual rights.

Profiles of Notable Public Enemies Throughout
History

Examining specific examples provides insight into the diverse nature of public enemies and
their societal impact.

John Dillinger: The Archetypal Public Enemy

John Dillinger, labeled “Public Enemy No. 1” in the early 1930s, epitomized the archetype of
the public enemy. His bank robberies, jailbreaks, and charismatic persona fascinated the
public and challenged law enforcement. Dillinger’s activities highlighted the vulnerabilities
of police departments and the need for federal coordination, ultimately contributing to the
expansion of the FBI’s powers.

Al Capone and Organized Crime

Al Capone’s reign as a gangster during Prohibition-era Chicago illustrates how public
enemies can symbolize broader social issues. Capone’s involvement in bootlegging,
bribery, and violent enforcement of territorial control made him a public menace. His
eventual conviction for tax evasion underscored the difficulties authorities faced in
prosecuting organized crime figures directly.

Modern-Day Public Enemies: Cybercriminals and
Terrorists

In contemporary society, the concept of public enemies has broadened to include
individuals who exploit technology to perpetrate harm. Cybercriminals engaging in large-
scale data breaches, ransomware attacks, or election interference pose complex challenges
for law enforcement and cybersecurity agencies. Similarly, terrorists who orchestrate
attacks to instill fear and disrupt societal order remain at the forefront of public enemy
designations internationally.



Societal Impact and Media Representation

Public enemies often become larger-than-life figures through media portrayal, influencing
public opinion and cultural narratives.

The Role of Media in Shaping Perception

Newspapers, radio broadcasts, films, and now digital media platforms have played pivotal
roles in shaping how public enemies are viewed. Sensationalized reporting can amplify fear
and sometimes glamorize these figures, affecting public discourse on crime and justice.
This media dynamic can pressure law enforcement and policymakers to act swiftly,
occasionally at the expense of legal rigor.

Public Enemies and Cultural Legacy

The stories of public enemies frequently enter popular culture, inspiring books, movies, and
television series. While this cultural legacy can educate and engage audiences, it also risks
romanticizing criminal behavior. Balancing accurate representation with entertainment
value remains a challenge for creators and historians alike.

Challenges in Addressing Public Enemies Today

The modern landscape of crime and public safety presents new obstacles in identifying and
neutralizing threats labeled as public enemies.

Globalization and Transnational Crime

Global interconnectedness means that public enemies often operate across borders,
complicating jurisdictional authority and enforcement efforts. Drug trafficking networks,
human smuggling rings, and cybercriminal groups exemplify this challenge, requiring
multinational cooperation and intelligence sharing.

Technological Advances and Anonymity

Technology enables public enemies to conceal identities and coordinate illicit activities with
unprecedented efficiency. Encryption, cryptocurrencies, and anonymizing tools hinder law
enforcement investigations, necessitating continuous adaptation and legal reforms.



Ethical and Legal Considerations

Efforts to combat public enemies must navigate concerns about privacy, civil rights, and
the potential for abuse of power. Surveillance programs and preventive detention policies
have sparked debates about the balance between security and freedom, underscoring the
complexity of modern public safety governance.

Public enemies remain a dynamic and multifaceted subject, reflecting broader societal
challenges related to crime, justice, and governance. Their evolving nature demands
ongoing analysis and responsive strategies from law enforcement, policymakers, and
communities alike. Understanding the historical roots and contemporary manifestations of
public enemies provides valuable context for addressing present and future threats to
public safety.
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two-year battle between the young Hoover and the assortment of criminals who became national
icons: John Dillinger, Machine Gun Kelly, Bonnie and Clyde, Baby Face Nelson, Pretty Boy Floyd,
and the Barkers. In an epic feat of storytelling and drawing on a remarkable amount of newly
available material on all the major figures involved, Burrough reveals a web of interconnections
within the vast American underworld and demonstrates how Hoover’s G-men overcame their early
fumbles to secure the FBI’s rise to power.
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echoes in today's news, Burrough's account of America's greatest crime wave and the birth of the
FBI is the definitive history of America's first war on crime. Black-and-white photo insert.
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siblings come one step closer to freeing their parents from jail in this fifth installment of the thrilling
Gordon Korman series.Aiden and Meg Falconer have been crossing the country as fugitives in order
to prove their parents didn't commit a crime. They've been chased from state to state by the FBI . . .
and by a killer they know only as Hairless Joe. Now Hairless Joe is getting closer than ever -- and the
Falconers are getting even closer than that to the truth.
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contributors,

public enemies: Public Enemies Bryan Burrough, 2004 In the summer of 1933 an amazing
group of chancers, misfits and psychopaths took to the American road. Fuelled by the Depression,
fast cars and cheap guns, these freelance gangsters terrorized a vast swathe of banks and
drugstores across the Midwest. Bonnie and Clyde, Dillinger, Machine Gun Kelly, Baby Face Nelson,
the Barker gang, Pretty Boy Floyd and others went on a crime spree that turned them into legends
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in their own - generally quite brief - lifetimes. As they tore across state lines, mocking the police and
amassing fortunes, the gangsters had no idea that in Washington their nemesis was forming: J.
Edgar Hoover's FBI. Public Enemies is the sensational story of the outlaws whose exploits became
folklore, and the savage, myth-making response of those who hunted them down.

public enemies: Off the Map Niles Schwartz, 2018-06-11 A motion picture chronicling the last
adventures of bank robber John Dillinger (Johnny Depp), Public Enemies was met with much
bafflement upon its 2009 release. Director Michael Mann's terse storytelling and unorthodox use of
high-definition digital cameras challenged viewers' familiarity with Hollywood's historical gangland
elegance while highlighting Public Enemies' own place in a medium--and culture--undergoing
sweeping technological change. In Off the Map, Niles Schwartz immerses us in Mann's
representation of Dillinger, a subject increasingly aware of his own role as a romanticized frontier
folk hero, in flight from an enveloping bureaucratic system. The cultural issues of Dillinger's 1930s
anticipate the 21st century watershed moment for the moving image, as our relationship with the
pictures surrounding us increasingly affects our own sense of identity, historical truth, and means of
relating to each other. Mann's follow-up, the hacker thriller Blackhat (2015), reflects a world where
Public Enemies' abstract surveillance state has since colonized the firmament of our everyday lives.
Yet in this virtual labyrinth of surplus images, cinema may inwardly illuminate a transformative path
for us. Off the Map places Mann's late works in deep focus, exploring our present relationship to
cinema on a backdrop that swings from the blockbuster spectacle of Avatar to the curious intimacy
of Moonrise Kingdom, ultimately suggesting the mysterious space between the viewer and the
screen may yet become a sanctuary of deep spiritual reflection.

public enemies: The Films of Michael Mann Deryck Swan, 2023-04-01 Is Michael Mann an
auteur? Mann is a formidable filmmaking personality, no doubt, but the notion that today's celebrity
cult of director immediately correlates with the mysterious sect of 'auteur' is questionable and
deserves to be investigated. In doing so this book strives to emulate the methodology of the man
himself, by ranging over not only the films he has made, from 1979’s The Jericho Mile to 2015's
Blackhat, but also the scope of intellectual interests that they exemplify in an attempt to mine the
commonalities, themes and traits that may suggest the presence of an auteur. Through his
investigation of Mann's filmography and the personality that flows through it, author Deryck Swan
provides the reader with accessible and new ways of thinking about his films to date, including,
amongst myriad other things, references to painter Morris Louis, desert modernism, West Coast
prison culture, Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley, Strain Theory, journalist Mike Royko, Chicago's
Auditorium building and a largely forgotten Charles Bronson film.

public enemies: Public Enemies Bryan Burrough, 2009-04-01 Analyzes Depression-era bank
robbery and its most notorious figures, discussing the factors that influenced the period's crime
rates, the formation and early work of the FBI, and the contributions of J. Edgar Hoover.

public enemies: Public Enemies Charles River Editors, 2017-01-15 *Covers the lives, crimes,
and deaths of the Public Enemies. *Explains the legends and myths surrounding all of the public
enemies in an attempt to separate fact from fiction. *Includes pictures of important people, places,
and events. *Includes Bibliographies for further reading. America has always preferred heroes who
weren't clean cut, an informal ode to the rugged individualism and pioneering spirit that defined the
nation in previous centuries. The early 19th century saw the glorification of frontier folk heroes like
Davy Crockett and Daniel Boone. After the Civil War, the outlaws of the West were more popular
than the marshals, with Jesse James and Billy the Kid finding their way into dime novels. And at the
height of the Great Depression in the 1930s, there were the public enemies, common criminals and
cold blooded murderers elevated to the level of folk heroes by a public frustrated with their own
inability to make a living honestly. In 1933, the Chicago Crime Commission designated the first
Public Enemy, and the most famous of them all. Despite his organized crime spree during the '20s,
Al Capone was a popular figure in Chicago, viewed by many as a Robin Hood because he took pains
to make charitable donations to the city. At the same time, he bribed government officials and cops,
ensuring they looked the other way despite his violent ways of doing business. Throughout the



decade, Capone was often out in public, despite several attempts on his life, and the gang war
between Al Capone and Bugs Moran was well known and even celebrated to an extent. Even to this
day, Chicago's gangster past is viewed as part of the city's lore, and tours of the most famous spots
in Chicago's gang history are available across the city. Eventually, ]J. Edgar Hoover's FBI
appropriated the term Public Enemy and applied it to outlaws like John Dillinger, Baby Face Nelson,
and Bonnie and Clyde. Two months after Franklin D. Roosevelt's inauguration in 1933, a petty thief
who had spent almost a decade behind bars for attempted theft and aggravated assault was released
from jail. By the end of the year, that man, John Dillinger, would be America's most famous outlaw:
Public Enemy Number One. From the time of his first documented heist in early July 1933, until his
dramatic death in late July of the following year, he would capture the nation's attention and
imagination as had no other outlaw since Jesse James. The man who became Public Enemy Number
One after the deaths of John Dillinger and Pretty Boy Floyd was Baby Face Nelson, who ran with
Dillinger in 1934. Baby Face was a merciless outlier who pulled triggers almost as fast as he lost his
temper. By the time fate caught up with Baby Face Nelson in November 1934 at the Battle of
Barrington, a shootout that left his body riddled with nearly 20 bullet holes, he was believed to have
been responsible for the deaths of more FBI agents than anybody else in American history. There
was no shortage of well known public enemies like John Dillinger and Baby Face Nelson, but none
fascinated the American public as much as Bonnie and Clyde. While the duo and their Barrow Gang
were no more murderous than other outlaws of the era, the duo's romantic relationship and the
discovery of photographs at one of their hideouts added a more human dimension to Bonnie and
Clyde, even as they were gunning down civilians and cops alike. When Bonnie and Clyde were finally
cornered and killed in a controversial encounter with police, a fate they shared with many other
outlaws of the period, their reputations were cemented. Public Enemies chronicles the lives,
legends, and legacies of America's most famous public enemies. Along with pictures of important
people, places, and events, you will learn about Capone, Dillinger, Baby Face, and Bonnie & Clyde
like never before.
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devotional, which features the Twelve Steps for Believers, will help you experience a life-changing
breakthrough, releasing you from harmful patterns of behavior. Each day, the devotional encourages
you to bring your struggles to God in prayer, asking for strength. The recovery process is not one
you should try alone. You need partners and companions. The One Year Recovery Prayer Devotional
is one of your companions, giving you daily encouragement on your path toward purpose.
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public enemies: Public Enemy #1 John Fleury, [JJ] The Original Public Enemy of the F.B.L.
000 Before John Dillinger, Pretty Boy Floyd, and Baby Face Nelson made the term Public Enemy
famous, there was Alvin Karpis--one of the ruthless leaders of the Barker-Karpis gang. It was him
that ]J. Edgar Hoover first thought worthy of the title Public Enemy In a page-turning style, this true
crime book traces his criminal origins from his young days as a bootlegger to his ultimate demise.
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public enemies: Christian Bale Harrison Cheung, Nicola Pittam, 2012-05-29 The darkest
Batman is unmasked. During the London press junket for The Dark Knight in the summer of 2008,
Christian Bale was infamously accused of assaulting his mother and sister at the five-star Dorchester
Hotel. Six months later, a recording of Bale's rant on the set of Terminator Salvation was leaked, and
the star's anger began to define him. But beyond his notorious temper, Bale, an Academy



Award-winning actor for his role in The Fighter, is known for his ability to physically transform
himself for roles in American Psycho, The Machinist, and as one of Hollywood's most revered and
bankable characters—Batman. In Christian Bale: The Inside Story of the Darkest Batman, Best
Biography winner in the 2013 Indie Excellence Awards and finalist in the 2013 Indie Book Awards, a
2013 Indie Book Awards Finalist for Best Biography, Bale's former publicist and assistant Harrison
Cheung—his real-life Alfred—shares an inside look into the little-known personal life of the intensely
private and reclusive actor. In the first biography of the Batman star, Cheung, who lived and worked
with Christian and his father for 10 years, shares firsthand accounts of the Bales' familial
dysfunction, Christian's morbid fascinations and dark humor, and his extreme dedication to his craft.
Aware that Bale hated his traditional publicity duties, Cheung launched an extensive Internet
marketing campaign for the actor, built the first official actor website for him, and cultivated the
Baleheads, an online fan community that was used to garner editorial coverage and ultimately help
Bale secure the role of the Caped Crusader. Written with veteran Hollywood and entertainment
reporter Nicola Pittam, Christian Bale: The Inside Story of the Darkest Batman uncovers Bale's
transformation from shy, English child actor to Internet sensation to Hollywood bad boy. *FOR
DISTRIBUTION IN THE U.S. AND CANADA ONLY*

public enemies: The Life and Public Services of Abraham Lincoln, Sixteenth President
of the United States Henry Jarvis Raymond, 1865

public enemies: Killing Strangers T. K. Wilson, 2020-09-02 A bewildering feature of so much
contemporary political violence is its stunning impersonality. Every major city centre becomes a
potential shooting gallery; and every metro system a potential bomb alley. Victims just happen, as
the saying goes, to 'be in the wrong place at the wrong time'. We accept this contemporary reality -
at least to some degree. But we rarely ask: where has it come from historically? Killing Strangers
tackles this question head on. It examines how such violence became 'unchained' from inter-personal
relationships. It traces the rise of such impersonal violence by examining violence in conjunction
with changing social and political realities. In particular, it traces both 'push' and 'pull' - the ability
of modern states to force the violence of their challengers into niche forms: and the disturbing new
opportunities that technological changes offer to cause mayhem in fresh and original ways. Killing
Strangers therefore aims to highlight the very strangeness of contemporary experience when it is
viewed against a long-term perspective. Atrocities regularly capture media attention - and just as
quickly fade from public view. That is both tragic - and utterly predictable. Deep down we expect no
different. And that is why such atrocities must be repeated if our attention is to be re-engaged. Deep
down we expect that, too. So Killing Strangers deliberately asks the very simplest of questions. How
on earth did we get here?
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