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Francis Bacon and The Great Instauration: A Revolution in Knowledge

francis bacon the great instauration marks a pivotal moment in the history of science
and philosophy. This ambitious project, conceived by the English philosopher and
statesman Francis Bacon in the early 17th century, aimed to radically transform the way
humanity acquires knowledge. Unlike previous approaches that relied heavily on ancient
authorities and speculative reasoning, Bacon’s Great Instauration proposed a new method
grounded in empirical observation and systematic experimentation. This visionary
framework laid the foundation for the modern scientific method and profoundly influenced
the Enlightenment’s pursuit of progress.

Understanding Francis Bacon’s Vision: The Great
Instauration Explained

To appreciate the significance of Francis Bacon the Great Instauration, it’s essential to
delve into its meaning and scope. The term “Instauration” means restoration or renewal,
and Bacon envisioned it as a comprehensive rebuilding of the sciences from the ground
up. His goal was nothing less than the complete reform of human knowledge to unlock
nature’s secrets and improve human life.

Bacon divided the Great Instauration into several parts, each addressing different aspects
of this intellectual renewal. He criticized the scholastic traditions that dominated
universities, which often clung to Aristotelian philosophy without testing its claims against
reality. Instead, Bacon championed inductive reasoning—drawing general conclusions
from careful observations—and the systematic collection of data.

The Four Pillars of Bacon’s Method

Central to the Great Instauration was Bacon’s methodical approach to scientific inquiry.
He outlined key principles that would guide researchers in exploring nature:

Empiricism: Knowledge should be based on sensory experience rather than abstract
speculation.

Inductive Reasoning: Instead of starting with general theories, scientists should
gather specific facts and then formulate broader principles.

Systematic Observation: Careful, repeated observations and experiments are
essential to verify findings.

Collaboration and Sharing: Scientific knowledge should be shared openly to
accelerate progress and avoid duplication of effort.



These ideas helped shift the intellectual climate away from dogma and towards inquiry
grounded in evidence, setting the stage for scientific breakthroughs.

The Historical Context of Francis Bacon the Great
Instauration

The early 1600s were a time of great intellectual ferment. The Renaissance had revived
classical learning, but many thinkers felt that traditional knowledge systems were
insufficient for solving practical problems or understanding the natural world. Francis
Bacon, who lived during the reign of King James I, was deeply influenced by this
atmosphere and sought a new approach that could overcome the limitations of medieval
scholasticism.

Bacon’s work came at a time when inventions and discoveries—such as the telescope and
the printing press—were transforming society. The Great Instauration was not just a
philosophical treatise but a call to harness these tools and new methods to accelerate
human advancement. Bacon believed that by mastering nature through science, humanity
could achieve “the relief of man’s estate,” including improvements in medicine,
agriculture, and technology.

How Bacon’s Ideas Influenced the Scientific Revolution

Francis Bacon the Great Instauration played a crucial role in shaping the Scientific
Revolution, which unfolded over the 17th and 18th centuries. His emphasis on empirical
methods inspired later scientists like Robert Boyle, Isaac Newton, and Galileo Galilei, who
applied observation and experimentation to uncover natural laws.

Bacon’s rejection of purely speculative philosophy helped pave the way for the emergence
of modern disciplines such as physics, chemistry, and biology. More than that, his vision
encouraged the establishment of scientific societies, such as the Royal Society of London,
which fostered collaborative research and dissemination of knowledge.

Key Works Within the Great Instauration

The Great Instauration was not a single book but a multi-part project that Bacon planned
to write. While he did not complete the entire work, several of his publications embody the
core principles of his restoration of knowledge:

Novum Organum

Perhaps the most famous component of the Great Instauration is *Novum Organum*



(“New Instrument”), published in 1620. In this book, Bacon outlines his new method of
scientific inquiry, contrasting it with Aristotle’s *Organon*. He introduces the concept of
“Idols” — systematic errors or biases that cloud human understanding — and offers
strategies to overcome them through careful experimentation.

The Advancement of Learning

Earlier, in 1605, Bacon wrote *The Advancement of Learning*, which critiques existing
educational and philosophical systems and advocates for a reorganization of knowledge
based on empirical principles. This work sets the philosophical groundwork for the more
technical *Novum Organum*.

New Atlantis

Bacon’s utopian work, *New Atlantis*, imagines a society where knowledge and discovery
flourish under the guidance of a scientific institution called Salomon’s House. This
fictional narrative illustrates Bacon’s belief in the social benefits of science and the
importance of organized research.

Why Francis Bacon the Great Instauration Still
Matters Today

In the modern world, the legacy of Francis Bacon the Great Instauration is visible
everywhere—from the way scientific research is conducted to the value placed on
evidence-based decision-making. His insistence on observation, experimentation, and
systematic data collection remains the cornerstone of the scientific method taught in
schools and used by researchers worldwide.

Moreover, Bacon’s call for collaboration and transparency in science resonates in today’s
open-access movement and global research initiatives. His vision of leveraging knowledge
for human betterment continues to inspire innovation in fields ranging from medicine to
environmental science.

Applying Bacon’s Principles in Everyday Life

You don’t need to be a scientist to appreciate the practical wisdom behind Bacon’s Great
Instauration. Whether you’re making personal decisions, evaluating news sources, or
solving problems at work, adopting an empirical mindset can help you:

Question assumptions and seek evidence before accepting claims.



Gather data from multiple sources rather than relying on hearsay.

Be aware of common cognitive biases that might distort your judgment.

Collaborate with others to gain new perspectives and improve outcomes.

These simple steps, inspired by Bacon’s philosophy, promote clearer thinking and better
choices.

Challenges and Criticisms of Bacon’s Great
Instauration

While Francis Bacon the Great Instauration was groundbreaking, it was not without its
critics and limitations. Some scholars argue that Bacon underestimated the complexity of
scientific theories and the role of creativity in discovery. Others point out that his vision of
science as purely objective sometimes overlooked the social and cultural influences on
knowledge production.

Furthermore, Bacon’s emphasis on induction was later complemented by the development
of hypothetico-deductive methods, recognizing that science also involves conjecture and
testing of hypotheses, not just accumulation of facts.

Nonetheless, these critiques do not diminish Bacon’s monumental contribution to
reshaping the intellectual landscape.

---

The story of Francis Bacon the Great Instauration is a testament to the power of
rethinking how we seek knowledge. His call for a “great renewal” continues to echo,
encouraging us to remain curious, skeptical, and committed to exploring the world with
open minds and rigorous methods. As science and technology evolve, Bacon’s vision
reminds us that the quest for understanding is an ongoing, collective journey—one that
holds the promise of improving life for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Great Instauration' by Francis Bacon?
'The Great Instauration' is a philosophical work by Francis Bacon, outlining his vision for a
new scientific method and the reformation of knowledge to advance human understanding
and mastery over nature.



When was 'The Great Instauration' written?
Francis Bacon began conceiving 'The Great Instauration' in the early 17th century, with
major parts published around 1620.

What are the main goals of 'The Great Instauration'?
'The Great Instauration' aims to replace the old Aristotelian methods with empirical,
inductive reasoning to improve scientific inquiry and knowledge acquisition.

How did Francis Bacon's 'The Great Instauration'
influence modern science?
Bacon's work laid the groundwork for the scientific method, emphasizing observation,
experimentation, and inductive reasoning, which greatly influenced the development of
modern scientific practices.

What are the key components of Bacon's 'The Great
Instauration'?
The key components include a new method of inquiry based on experimentation and
induction, a critique of traditional knowledge, and a plan to systematically collect and
analyze data about the natural world.

Why is 'The Great Instauration' considered
revolutionary?
It challenged the dominant scholastic and Aristotelian traditions by proposing a new
empirical approach to science, which transformed how knowledge was pursued and
validated.

What role does 'Novum Organum' play in 'The Great
Instauration'?
'Novum Organum' is a central part of 'The Great Instauration' where Bacon elaborates his
new method of scientific inquiry, advocating inductive reasoning and systematic
experimentation.

How does 'The Great Instauration' address the
limitations of previous scientific methods?
Bacon criticized the reliance on deductive reasoning and untested assumptions in previous
methods and proposed empirical observation and inductive reasoning to overcome these
limitations.



Is 'The Great Instauration' still relevant to science
today?
Yes, it remains foundational in the philosophy of science, as its principles of empirical
evidence and systematic investigation continue to underpin scientific research and
methodology.

Additional Resources
Francis Bacon and The Great Instauration: Pioneering a New Era of Scientific Inquiry

francis bacon the great instauration marks a pivotal moment in the history of science
and philosophy, laying the groundwork for modern empirical methods and the systematic
pursuit of knowledge. This ambitious intellectual project, initiated by the English
philosopher and statesman Francis Bacon in the early 17th century, sought to
revolutionize human understanding by restructuring the approach to scientific
investigation. Bacon’s vision was not only to accumulate knowledge but to fundamentally
transform the processes by which knowledge is obtained, verified, and applied.

The Context and Vision Behind The Great
Instauration

The term "The Great Instauration" (Latin: Magna Instauratio) refers broadly to Bacon’s
grand scheme for the renewal of sciences. In an era dominated by scholasticism and
Aristotelian dogma, Bacon identified the limitations of traditional knowledge systems,
which often relied heavily on speculative reasoning and received wisdom rather than
empirical evidence. His critique of existing methodologies was sharp and encompassed the
prevalent philosophical, scientific, and theological practices of his time.

Bacon’s initiative was motivated by a desire to replace the “idols” or false notions
obstructing human understanding—his famous "Idols of the Mind"—with a rigorous,
experimental approach. The Great Instauration was not a single work but rather a multi-
part project. It aimed to overhaul all branches of science, with the ultimate goal of
harnessing nature’s secrets for the betterment of humanity.

The Structure of The Great Instauration

The Great Instauration was planned as a series of six interrelated parts, though only the
first, *Novum Organum*, was completed and published during Bacon’s lifetime:

Reformation of the Sciences – A call to reform existing knowledge systems and1.
methodologies.



Novum Organum – Bacon’s new method of induction, which sought to replace2.
Aristotelian deductive logic with empirical observation and experimentation.

Scala Intellectus (The Ladder of the Intellect) – A guide for ascending from3.
particular observations to general principles.

History of the Sciences – An overview and critique of existing sciences.4.

Natural History – A comprehensive collection of data and facts about the natural5.
world.

Practical Arts – The application of scientific knowledge for utilitarian purposes and6.
human welfare.

This ambitious blueprint reflected Bacon’s belief that scientific progress depended on
systematic data collection, unbiased experimentation, and the gradual construction of
knowledge through induction.

Novum Organum: The Cornerstone of Bacon’s
Scientific Method

At the heart of the Great Instauration lies *Novum Organum* (Latin for "New
Instrument"), published in 1620. This work stands as Bacon’s most influential contribution
to the philosophy of science. It introduced a new methodology designed to overcome the
limitations of traditional syllogistic reasoning, which Bacon believed led to premature
conclusions and intellectual stagnation.

Bacon advocated for an inductive approach, emphasizing careful observation, elimination
of biases, and repeated experimentation. He proposed a systematic method for collecting
and categorizing empirical data, which he called the "Baconian method." This method
included the systematic gathering of instances, exclusion of misleading data, and gradual
ascent to general axioms.

By championing induction over deduction, Bacon laid the foundation for the modern
scientific method, influencing later thinkers such as John Locke, Isaac Newton, and the
broader Enlightenment movement. The Great Instauration, through *Novum Organum*,
argued that knowledge should be built from the ground up, starting with facts and moving
toward theories.

Impact on Scientific Revolution and Modern Science

Bacon’s Great Instauration had profound implications for the Scientific Revolution. It
challenged the dominance of Aristotelian philosophy and ecclesiastical authority over
scientific inquiry, encouraging scholars to embrace observation and experimentation. His



insistence on empirical evidence helped to foster a culture of innovation and skepticism
that became central to modern science.

Moreover, the practical orientation of Bacon’s project anticipated later developments in
applied sciences and technology. By emphasizing the utility of scientific knowledge, Bacon
linked theoretical inquiry with tangible improvements in human welfare, agriculture,
medicine, and engineering.

Features and Legacy of The Great Instauration

Analyzing Francis Bacon the Great Instauration reveals several notable features that
distinguish it from earlier philosophical works:

Comprehensive Scope: Bacon’s plan encompassed not just a new method but a
complete overhaul of all scientific disciplines.

Empiricism: A strong focus on observation, experimentation, and data collection as
the basis of knowledge.

Systematic Approach: The structured method for inductive reasoning aimed at
minimizing human bias.

Pragmatism: Emphasis on the practical applications of science for societal benefit.

Critique of Tradition: A rigorous critique of entrenched intellectual idols and
dogmas.

However, it is essential to recognize some limitations and critiques of Bacon’s approach.
While his induction method was revolutionary, it sometimes underestimated the role of
hypothesis and deductive reasoning in scientific discovery. Additionally, Bacon’s vision
was so vast that only parts of the Great Instauration were realized, leaving much of his
plan unfinished.

Despite these drawbacks, the legacy of the Great Instauration endures. It catalyzed a shift
toward a more empirical, methodical, and progressive view of science that remains
influential today.

Comparisons with Other Philosophical Traditions

In comparison to the Aristotelian framework dominant in Bacon’s time, the Great
Instauration represents a radical departure. Aristotle’s emphasis on deductive logic and
teleological explanations gave way to Bacon’s inductive empiricism and mechanistic
understanding of nature.



Similarly, while contemporaries such as Galileo Galilei advanced experimental techniques,
Bacon’s contribution was more philosophical and methodological—providing the
conceptual foundation for scientific inquiry rather than specific scientific discoveries.

This difference in focus highlights the complementary roles of Bacon’s philosophy and the
practical advances of early scientists during the Scientific Revolution.

Francis Bacon the Great Instauration in
Contemporary Perspective

Today, Francis Bacon the Great Instauration is often celebrated as a cornerstone of the
scientific method and epistemology. Modern science continues to rely on principles first
articulated by Bacon, such as the systematic collection of data, controlled
experimentation, and the iterative refinement of hypotheses.

In the digital age, Bacon’s vision for a "natural history" that compiles vast amounts of data
resonates with contemporary practices of big data analysis and collaborative scientific
research. His insistence on breaking down intellectual idols parallels ongoing efforts to
overcome cognitive biases in research.

Nevertheless, ongoing philosophical debates acknowledge that Bacon’s methodology,
while foundational, is one part of a more complex scientific process involving creativity,
theoretical modeling, and falsification, as later emphasized by philosophers like Karl
Popper.

The Great Instauration remains a symbol of intellectual renewal and the enduring quest to
improve humanity’s understanding of the natural world through rigorous inquiry.

---

In tracing the contours of Francis Bacon the Great Instauration, one uncovers not only a
transformative vision for science but also an enduring legacy that continues to shape how
knowledge is pursued and valued in the modern world. Bacon’s call for a great renewal of
learning challenges each generation to refine the instruments of understanding, ensuring
that the pursuit of truth remains dynamic, empirical, and grounded in the realities of
nature.

Francis Bacon The Great Instauration
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Francis Bacon is considered the father of modern science. He proposed, at his time, a great
reformation of all process of knowledge for the advancement of learning divine and human. He
called it Instauratio Magna (The Great Instauration). Bacon planned his Great Instauration in
imitation of the Divine Work-- the Work of the Six Days of Creation, as defined in the Bible, leading
to the Seventh Day of Rest or Sabbath in which Adam's dominion over creation would be restored,
thus dividing the great reformation in six parts: 1. Partitions of the Sciences 2. New Method 3.
Natural History 4. Ladder of the Intellect 5. Anticipations of the 2nd Philosophy 6. The Second
Philosophy or Active Science.
  francis bacon the great instauration: The Great Instauration ; And, New Atlantis Francis
Bacon, 1980
  francis bacon the great instauration: Francis Bacon Francis Bacon, 1937
  francis bacon the great instauration: The Great Instauration Francis Bacon, 2018-04-07
Francis Bacon is considered the father of modern science. He proposed, at his time, a great
reformation of all process of knowledge for the advancement of learning divine and human. He
called it Instauratio Magna (The Great Instauration). Bacon planned his Great Instauration in
imitation of the Divine Work - the Work of the Six Days of Creation, as defined in the Bible, leading
to the Seventh Day of Rest or Sabbath in which Adam's dominion over creation would be restored,
thus dividing the great reformation in six parts: 1. Partitions of the Sciences 2. New Method 3.
Natural History 4. Ladder of the Intellect 5. Anticipations of the 2nd Philosophy 6. The Second
Philosophy or Active Science We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive
Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades,
and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is
to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant
literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the
vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a
high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has
been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of
the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it
becomes an enriching experience.
  francis bacon the great instauration: New Atlantis and The Great Instauration Francis
Bacon, 2016-03-31 This richly annotated second edition of the now-classic pairing of Bacon’s
masterpieces, New Atlantis and The Great Instauration features the addition of other works by
Bacon, including “The Idols of the Mind,” Of Unity in Religion” and “Of the True Greatness of
Kingdoms and Estates,” as well a Summary of the each work and Questions for the reader. S
Includes works new to the second edition, including “The Idols of the Mind,” “Of Unity in Religion,”
and “Of the True Greatness of Kingdoms and Estates” Updates the layout of the previous edition
with a more generous interior design, making this work more student-friendly and easier to navigate
in the classroom Each work is introduced and subsequently discussed, revealing the importance of
Bacon’s work to his contemporaries as well as to modern readers Includes a comprehensive
introduction and annotations throughout the text; as well as an appendix of Principal Dates in the
Life of Sir Francis Bacon; a selected bibliography; and synopses and questions to accompany each
work
  francis bacon the great instauration: The Great Instauration Sir Francis Bacon,
2017-07-08 The Great Instauration by Sir Francis Bacon
  francis bacon the great instauration: The Great Instauration Francis Bacon, 2018-08-12 The
Great Instauration: Large Print By Francis Bacon Francis Bacon, 1st Viscount St Alban, PC QC was
an English philosopher, statesman, scientist, jurist, orator, and author. He served both as Attorney
General and as Lord Chancellor of England. We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of
our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print
for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing
program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a



significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The
contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original
works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff.
Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as
possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work,
and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
  francis bacon the great instauration: The Great Instauration and the Novum Organum
Francis Bacon, 2014-03-29 This Is A New Release Of The Original 1800's Edition.
  francis bacon the great instauration: Novum Organum ; with Other Parts of the Great
Instauration Francis Bacon, 1994 This entirely new classroom edition of Francis Bacon's great work
of 1620, a founding document of empiricism and the scientific method, contains a new introduction
and notes by translators/editors Urbach and Gibson. Index.
  francis bacon the great instauration: Francis Bacon and the Transformation of
Early-Modern Philosophy Stephen Gaukroger, 2001-03-19 This book, first published in 2001,
provides a truly general account of Francis Bacon as a philosopher.
  francis bacon the great instauration: Francis Bacon Perez Zagorin, 2020-11-10 Francis
Bacon (1561-1626), commonly regarded as one of the founders of the Scientific Revolution, exerted
a powerful influence on the intellectual development of the modern world. He also led a remarkably
varied and dramatic life as a philosopher, writer, lawyer, courtier, and statesman. Although there
has been much recent scholarship on individual aspects of Bacon's career, Perez Zagorin's is the
first work in many years to present a comprehensive account of the entire sweep of his thought and
its enduring influence. Combining keen scholarly and psychological insights, Zagorin reveals Bacon
as a man of genius, deep paradoxes, and pronounced flaws. The book begins by sketching Bacon's
complex personality and troubled public career. Zagorin shows that, despite his idealistic philosophy
and rare intellectual gifts, Bacon's political life was marked by continual careerism in his efforts to
achieve advancement. He follows Bacon's rise at court and describes his removal from his office as
England's highest judge for taking bribes. Zagorin then examines Bacon's philosophy and theory of
science in connection with his project for the promotion of scientific progress, which he called The
Great Instauration. He shows how Bacon's critical empiricism and attempt to develop a new method
of discovery made a seminal contribution to the growth of science. He demonstrates Bacon's historic
importance as a prophetic thinker, who, at the edge of the modern era, predicted that science would
be used to prolong life, cure diseases, invent new materials, and create new weapons of destruction.
Finally, the book examines Bacon's writings on such subjects as morals, politics, language, rhetoric,
law, and history. Zagorin shows that Bacon was one of the great legal theorists of his day, an
influential philosopher of language, and a penetrating historian. Clearly and beautifully written, the
book brings out the richness, scope, and greatness of Bacon's work and draws together the many,
colorful threads of an extraordinarily brilliant and many-sided mind.
  francis bacon the great instauration: The Great Instauration Francis Bacon, 1937
  francis bacon the great instauration: Francis Bacon. The Great Instauration Francis
Bacon, 1937
  francis bacon the great instauration: The Role of Mechanics in Francis Bacon's Great
Instauration Sophie Weeks,
  francis bacon the great instauration: The Philosophical Works of Francis Bacon , 1905
  francis bacon the great instauration: Francis Bacon Perez Zagorin, 1998 Francis Bacon
(1561-1626) is commonly regarded as one of the founders of the Scientific Revolution. Zagorin's is
the first biography in many years to present a comprehensive account of the entire sweep of Bacon's
thought and its enduring influence. 20 halftones.
  francis bacon the great instauration: The Religious Foundations of Francis Bacon's
Thought Stephen A. McKnight, 2006 Presents close analysis of eight of Francis Bacon's texts in
order to investigate the relation of his religious views to his instauration. Attempts to correct the
persistent misconception of Bacon as a secular modern who dismissed religion in order to promote



the human advancement of knowledge--Provided by publisher.
  francis bacon the great instauration: Materialism and Social Inquiry in the Continental
Tradition in Philosophy Andrew M. Koch, 2017-08-04 The continental tradition in philosophy has
gotten more “materialistic” over the last two hundred years. This has resulted from a combination of
some very specific moves with regard to the epistemological parameters of understanding and the
assertion that ideas may have material force in history. Therefore, the materialism within the
continental tradition is not a materiality of being, but a materiality of understanding and action.
Such an inquiry opens up space between the activities of sensation and the mental faculty of
cognition. ‘I think, therefore I am,’ is not an empirical statement, but a statement of cognition. It is
assumed that this distinction is at the core of continental philosophy. Cognition is always
interpretive. Experience is the start of cognition, but not its final product. Our cognitions cannot be
separated from our experience of the physical, social, and cultural environment around us. The
symbolic nature of language reinforces the interpretive nature of our thoughts and ideas. Our
language is, therefore, always projecting an implicit image of the world. Language is, therefore,
always political. The materiality of these cognitive world-views is manifested in two ways. First, in
their formation. They are the products of sensual contact with the world. Second, in their effects.
They move people. It is a picture of the world which serves to shape the content and character of
human behavior. Whether we want to call these phantoms of the mind, world-view, ideas, thoughts,
cognitions, or any other term, the dual character of their materiality is secure. This work examines
the threads materialist ideas running through the efforts of some major authors in the continental
tradition in philosophy. A model of materialism is constructed in Chapter One and used to assess the
materialist elements in works from Kant, Marx, Weber, Nietzsche, and contemporary
poststructuralism. The work demonstrates the evolution of materialist thinking within the tradition
and asserts an evolving and developing articulation of materialism in relation to the thoughts and
activities of human beings.
  francis bacon the great instauration: The great instauration of Lord Bacon; The history
and first inquisition of sound and hearing Francis Bacon, 1842
  francis bacon the great instauration: The Body of the Artisan Pamela H. Smith, 2004-06-25
Since the time of Aristotle, the making of knowledge and the making of objects have generally been
considered separate enterprises. Yet during the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, the
two became linked through a new philosophy known as science. In The Body of the Artisan, Pamela
H. Smith demonstrates how much early modern science owed to an unlikely source-artists and
artisans. From goldsmiths to locksmiths and from carpenters to painters, artists and artisans were
much sought after by the new scientists for their intimate, hands-on knowledge of natural materials
and the ability to manipulate them. Drawing on a fascinating array of new evidence from northern
Europe including artisans' objects and their writings, Smith shows how artisans saw all knowledge
as rooted in matter and nature. With nearly two hundred images, The Body of the Artisan provides
astonishingly vivid examples of this Renaissance synergy among art, craft, and science, and recovers
a forgotten episode of the Scientific Revolution-an episode that forever altered the way we see the
natural world.
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