
criticism of heart of darkness
Criticism of Heart of Darkness: Exploring the Controversies and Complexities

criticism of heart of darkness has been a rich field of discussion since Joseph Conrad’s novella was
first published in 1899. While the book is widely regarded as a seminal work in English literature and a
profound exploration of colonialism and human nature, it has also faced significant scrutiny,
particularly regarding its portrayal of race, imperialism, and narrative style. Engaging with the various
criticisms of Heart of Darkness reveals not only the complexities of Conrad’s writing but also the
evolving perspectives on literature and history.

Understanding the Historical Context of Heart of
Darkness

Before diving into the criticism, it’s important to appreciate the historical backdrop against which
Heart of Darkness was written. The novella reflects late 19th-century European imperialism,
specifically the brutal exploitation of the Congo Free State by Belgium. Conrad’s narrative exposes
the darkness at the heart of colonialism, depicting the moral ambiguity and cruelty of European
imperialists. However, this setting also becomes a point of contention, as modern readers and
scholars question the novella’s representation of African characters and cultures.

The Portrayal of Africa and Africans

One of the most persistent criticisms of Heart of Darkness centers on its depiction of Africa and its
people. Critics argue that Conrad’s portrayal is deeply problematic, often reducing African characters
to mere symbols or stereotypes. The continent itself is described in terms that evoke mystery and
savagery, a “darkness” that stands in stark contrast to the supposedly civilized Europeans.

This portrayal has fueled debates about racism in the novella. Some scholars contend that Conrad
perpetuates colonial stereotypes by depicting Africans as primitive, voiceless, and dehumanized. The
lack of meaningful African characters with distinct personalities or voices reinforces these concerns.
Chinua Achebe, a prominent Nigerian writer and critic, famously labeled Heart of Darkness as racist,
accusing Conrad of dehumanizing Africans and perpetuating harmful myths about the continent.

Conrad’s Narrative Style and Its Ambiguities

Another focal point in criticism of Heart of Darkness is Conrad’s narrative technique. The story is
framed as a tale recounted by Marlow, a European sailor, to an unnamed audience aboard a boat on
the River Thames. This layered storytelling creates narrative distance and ambiguity, which some
readers find compelling, while others view it as a way to obscure the novella’s problematic elements.

Marlow’s perspective is subjective and often contradictory, which complicates any straightforward
interpretation of the text. His reflections on imperialism and human nature are nuanced but also



tinged with Eurocentric biases. The unreliable narration invites readers to question the truthfulness
and morality of the account but also makes it harder to challenge the embedded prejudices directly.

Criticism of Heart of Darkness and Postcolonial
Perspectives

With the rise of postcolonial theory, Heart of Darkness has come under increased scrutiny for its
ideological implications. Postcolonial critics analyze how the novella reinforces or challenges colonial
power dynamics and representation.

Chinua Achebe’s Landmark Critique

Perhaps the most influential postcolonial criticism came from Chinua Achebe, who published an essay
titled “An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness.” Achebe argued that Conrad’s work
dehumanizes Africans and presents Africa as a “foil to Europe, as a place of negations at once remote
and vaguely familiar, in comparison with which Europe’s own state of spiritual grace will be manifest.”

Achebe’s critique sparked widespread debate, prompting readers and scholars to reconsider Heart of
Darkness not just as a literary masterpiece but also as a text embedded in the colonial mindset of its
time. His perspective encourages a critical examination of how literature can perpetuate or challenge
racial and cultural stereotypes.

Responses to Postcolonial Criticism

In response to Achebe and other postcolonial critics, some defenders of Heart of Darkness highlight
the novella’s critique of imperialism and its exposure of European hypocrisy. They argue that Conrad
is not endorsing colonialism but rather condemning its brutality and moral corruption. The “darkness”
in the title can be interpreted as a metaphor for the darkness within all humanity, not solely a racial
or geographical reference.

This debate illustrates the complexity of interpreting literary works within their historical context and
the evolving values of contemporary readers. It also highlights how criticism of Heart of Darkness can
open up broader conversations about race, power, and representation in literature.

Thematic and Symbolic Criticism of Heart of Darkness

Beyond issues of race and imperialism, critics also examine the novella’s themes and symbols, which
contribute to its enduring fascination and ambiguity.



The Concept of “Darkness” and Its Multiple Meanings

The title “Heart of Darkness” itself invites diverse interpretations. Critics analyze how the “darkness”
symbolizes not only the unexplored African continent but also the unknown depths of human nature,
moral ambiguity, and the corrupting influence of power.

Some scholars argue that this symbolic layering enriches the narrative, making it a profound
psychological and philosophical exploration. Others caution that the metaphor risks reinforcing
negative stereotypes by associating darkness with evil or savagery, especially when linked to Africa.

Critiques of Narrative Structure and Style

Conrad’s dense, often elliptical prose and the novella’s framing device have drawn both praise and
criticism. Some readers appreciate the atmospheric and psychological depth created by the complex
narrative structure, while others find it obscure or distancing.

The novella’s ambiguity can be seen as a strength, provoking readers to question assumptions and
engage actively with the text. However, this same ambiguity can muddy the moral clarity, making it
difficult to discern whether the story ultimately condemns or inadvertently condones imperialist
attitudes.

How Modern Readers Can Approach the Criticism of
Heart of Darkness

Engaging with the criticism of Heart of Darkness offers valuable lessons for readers interested in
literature, history, and cultural studies.

Contextual awareness: Understanding the historical period of European colonialism helps
readers grasp the novella’s themes and why certain portrayals are problematic.

Critical reading: Questioning the narrator’s reliability and recognizing the text’s ambiguities
encourage deeper analysis rather than passive consumption.

Exploring multiple perspectives: Reading critiques from postcolonial authors and scholars
broadens one’s understanding of the novella’s impact and legacy.

Balancing appreciation and critique: It’s possible to appreciate Conrad’s literary craft while
acknowledging and challenging the novella’s racial and ideological shortcomings.

This balanced approach allows Heart of Darkness to remain relevant in contemporary discussions
about literature and ethics.

The ongoing criticism of Heart of Darkness reflects the enduring power of Conrad’s work to provoke



thought and debate. Whether viewed as a masterpiece of modernist literature, a flawed artifact of
colonial ideology, or both, the novella continues to inspire readers and critics to grapple with the
complexities of history, identity, and morality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main criticisms of Joseph Conrad's 'Heart of
Darkness'?
The main criticisms include its portrayal of Africa and Africans as primitive and savage, accusations of
racism, its Eurocentric perspective, and the ambiguous moral message.

Why is 'Heart of Darkness' considered racist by some critics?
'Heart of Darkness' is considered racist by some because it depicts African characters in stereotypical
and dehumanizing ways, often presenting them as a backdrop to European characters' journeys
without giving them depth or agency.

How does Chinua Achebe criticize 'Heart of Darkness'?
Chinua Achebe famously criticized 'Heart of Darkness' as a racist text that dehumanizes Africans and
perpetuates colonial stereotypes, calling it an offensive piece that distorts African realities.

Is the criticism of racism in 'Heart of Darkness' universally
accepted?
No, while many critics agree on the racist elements, others argue that Conrad critiques imperialism
and exposes the darkness within European colonialism, making the novel more complex than a
straightforward racist narrative.

How do postcolonial critics interpret 'Heart of Darkness'?
Postcolonial critics often view 'Heart of Darkness' as a text that reveals the brutality and exploitation
inherent in colonialism but criticize it for its limited and problematic representation of colonized
peoples.

What role does Eurocentrism play in the criticism of 'Heart of
Darkness'?
Eurocentrism is criticized because the novel centers European perspectives and values while
marginalizing African voices and cultures, reinforcing a colonial worldview that privileges Europe over
Africa.



Does 'Heart of Darkness' offer any critique of imperialism?
Yes, many scholars argue that 'Heart of Darkness' critiques imperialism by exposing its moral
corruption, hypocrisy, and devastating impact on both colonizers and the colonized.

How is the portrayal of African characters viewed in critical
discussions?
African characters are often seen as underdeveloped and portrayed in a negative or simplistic
manner, serving more as symbols or settings rather than fully realized individuals.

What is the significance of ambiguity in the novel's moral
message?
The ambiguity allows multiple interpretations, with some viewing it as a condemnation of colonialism
and others as an example of the author's own conflicted attitudes, which complicates straightforward
criticism.

Has contemporary scholarship changed the way 'Heart of
Darkness' is criticized?
Contemporary scholarship tends to approach the novel with more nuance, acknowledging its
historical context, literary complexity, and the validity of both its imperial critiques and its
problematic elements.

Additional Resources
**Criticism of Heart of Darkness: An In-Depth Examination of Conrad’s Contested Classic**

criticism of heart of darkness has been a persistent and multifaceted discourse within literary
studies, cultural criticism, and postcolonial theory since Joseph Conrad’s novella was first published in
1899. While *Heart of Darkness* is often lauded for its complex narrative structure and psychological
depth, it has equally been the subject of intense scrutiny for its portrayal of imperialism, race, and
colonial Africa. This article delves into the main strands of criticism surrounding Conrad’s work,
exploring how the novella’s themes, characters, and narrative style have sparked debate and
divergent interpretations over more than a century.

Historical Context and Literary Significance

Conrad’s *Heart of Darkness* is set against the backdrop of European imperial expansion in Africa,
specifically focusing on the Congo Free State under King Leopold II’s brutal regime. The novella’s
narrative follows Charles Marlow as he journeys into the African interior to find Kurtz, an enigmatic
ivory trader whose descent into madness symbolizes the corrupting power of unchecked imperialism.

From a literary viewpoint, *Heart of Darkness* is praised for its innovative use of frame narrative,



ambiguous symbolism, and exploration of existential themes. However, the criticism of *Heart of
Darkness* frequently pivots on whether these artistic merits can be disentangled from the novella’s
ideological implications and racial attitudes.

Postcolonial Critique and Accusations of Racism

Chinua Achebe’s Landmark Criticism

One of the most influential and widely cited critiques comes from Nigerian novelist Chinua Achebe,
whose 1975 essay “An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness” ignited a major
reassessment of the novella's portrayal of Africa and Africans. Achebe argues that Conrad’s depiction
is fundamentally racist, presenting Africa as “the other world” — a place of darkness, savagery, and
moral decay.

Achebe contends that Africans in the novella are largely dehumanized, depicted as voiceless, faceless
masses rather than fully realized characters. This criticism highlights a broader issue in *Heart of
Darkness*: the erasure or marginalization of African perspectives. Achebe’s argument forces readers
to question whether Conrad’s work unconsciously perpetuates colonial stereotypes, despite its
apparent critique of imperialism.

Broader Postcolonial Perspectives

Beyond Achebe, postcolonial scholars have elaborated on the ways *Heart of Darkness* constructs
Africa as a symbolic space of alterity — a dark, mysterious continent that exists mainly to reflect
European anxieties and guilt. This symbolic use of Africa often overshadows the real historical and
cultural complexities of the continent and its peoples.

Critics argue that Conrad’s novella reinforces Eurocentric worldviews, contributing to a narrative that
justified colonial exploitation by portraying African environments and societies as inherently inferior or
threatening. This has led to debates about the ethical responsibilities of literature in representing
marginalized groups and histories.

Narrative Ambiguity and Psychological Depth

Complexity as a Double-Edged Sword

While postcolonial criticism focuses heavily on ideological issues, other scholars emphasize *Heart of
Darkness*’ narrative sophistication and its probing of human psychology. Conrad’s use of Marlow as a
narrator introduces layers of subjectivity and unreliability, complicating easy readings of the text.

The novella’s ambiguity allows for multiple interpretations: Kurtz’s descent into madness can be read



as a metaphor for the corrupting effect of imperial power, but also as a broader meditation on the
darkness within the human soul. This psychological approach can sometimes mitigate or complicate
accusations of straightforward racism by suggesting that the “darkness” is not solely tied to Africa but
to universal human conditions.

Limitations of Narrative Technique

Nevertheless, some critics argue that narrative complexity does not absolve *Heart of Darkness* of its
problematic representations. The framing device, while innovative, also distances readers from the
African characters, who remain peripheral to Marlow’s story. This narrative choice arguably reinforces
the novella’s Eurocentric perspective by centering white European experiences and interpretations.

Comparisons with Contemporary and Modern Works

To understand the criticism of *Heart of Darkness* fully, it is useful to compare it with other literary
works addressing imperialism and colonialism. For instance, Rudyard Kipling’s *The White Man’s
Burden* explicitly endorses imperialist ideology, whereas Conrad’s novella is often read as an implicit
critique. Yet, despite its critical stance, Conrad’s work still operates within a colonial framework that
limits its representation of African agency.

Modern postcolonial literature, such as Achebe’s *Things Fall Apart*, responds directly to these
limitations by centering African voices and challenging Eurocentric narratives. The contrast between
these works highlights how *Heart of Darkness* occupies a transitional place in literature —
simultaneously a critique of imperialism and a product of imperialist discourse.

Pros and Cons of Heart of Darkness in Literary Canon

Pros:

Innovative narrative technique and structure

Exploration of complex psychological and existential themes

Insightful critique of the moral corruption of imperialism

Rich symbolism and layered meanings open to varied interpretation

Cons:

Problematic representation and marginalization of African characters

Reinforcement of Eurocentric and colonial stereotypes



Limited engagement with the realities of African cultures and histories

Narrative perspective centered predominantly on European viewpoints

Ongoing Relevance and Academic Debate

The criticism of *Heart of Darkness* remains a vibrant subject in academic circles, reflecting broader
discussions about canon formation, cultural representation, and historical accountability in literature.
The novella continues to be taught widely, often paired with critical essays and alternative readings
that encourage students to grapple with its complexities and contradictions.

This ongoing debate serves as a reminder that literary works, especially those dealing with sensitive
historical subjects, must be examined through multiple lenses. While *Heart of Darkness* can be
appreciated for its stylistic achievements and psychological insight, it also functions as a case study in
the enduring impact of colonial ideology on cultural production.

As new generations of readers and scholars revisit Conrad’s text, the conversation about its merits
and flaws evolves, contributing to a deeper understanding of how literature shapes and reflects
societal attitudes toward race, empire, and identity.
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  criticism of heart of darkness: The Cambridge Companion to Joseph Conrad J. H. Stape,
1996-06-27 The Cambridge Companion to Joseph Conrad offers a wide-ranging introduction to the
fiction of Joseph Conrad, one of the most influential novelists of the twentieth century. Through a
series of essays by leading Conrad scholars aimed at both students and the general reader, the
volume stimulates an informed appreciation of Conrad's work based on an understanding of his
cultural and historical situations and fictional techniques. A chronology and overview of Conrad's life
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textual controversies and ambiguities perpetually surrounding Heart of Darkness. - Background and
source materials on colonialism and the Congo, nineteenth-century attitudes toward race, Conrad in
the Congo, and Conrad on art and literature. - Fifteen illustrations. - Seven contemporary responses
to the novella along with eighteen essays in criticism—ten of them new to the Fifth Edition,
including an entirely new subsection on film adaptations of Heart of Darkness. - A Chronology and
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civilisation, race, love and heroism. This classic tale transcends the boundaries of time and place and
has inspired famous film and television adaptations emphasising the cultural significance and
continued relevance of the book. This guide to Conrad’s captivating novel offers: an accessible
introduction to the text and contexts of Heart of Darkness a critical history, surveying the many
interpretations of the text from publication to the present a selection of new essays and reprinted
critical essays on Heart of Darkness, by Ian Watt, Linda Dryden, Ruth Nadelhaft, J. Hillis Miller and
Peter Brooks, providing a range of perspectives on the novel and extending the coverage of key
critical approaches identified in the survey section cross-references between sections of the guide,
in order to suggest links between texts, contexts and criticism suggestions for further reading. Part
of the Routledge Guides to Literature series, this volume is essential reading for all those beginning
detailed study of Heart of Darkness and seeking not only a guide to the novel, but a way through the
wealth of contextual and critical material that surrounds Conrad's text.
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2008
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presents the text of the 1921 Heinemann edition of Conrad's classic short novel along with
documents that place the work in historical context and critical essays that read Heart of Darkness
from several contemporary critical perspectives. The text and essays are complemented by
biographical and critical introductions, bibliographies, and a glossary of critical and theoretical
terms. In this third edition, the section of cultural documents and illustrations is entirely new, as are
two recent exemplary critical essays by Gabrielle McIntire and Tony C. Brown that synthesize a
variety of current critical approaches.
  criticism of heart of darkness: A Comprehensive Summary and Analysis of Heart of
Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2025-02-21 In Joseph Conrad’s novella, Heart of Darkness, a nameless



narrator recounts Marlow’s captivating tale of his voyage into the heart of the African Congo. The
story begins with Marlow, an experienced sailor, sitting on the deck of the Nellie, a cruising yawl
anchored on the Thames, waiting for the turn of the tide. He is surrounded by a group of men, who
listen intently as he unravels his unsettling journey into the depths of the Congo River, and
ultimately, into the depths of human nature.
  criticism of heart of darkness: Short Analysis of Victorian and Late-Victorian Fictions
Yasir Monon, 2023-07-15 Welcome, dear readers, to the enchanting Victorian and Late-Victorian
fiction world! Within the pages of this book, a literary adventure awaits you—a journey through time
as we explore the captivating works that emerged during the reign of Queen Victoria from 1837 to
1901. This collection has been thoughtfully crafted to aid honors-level students of English in
Bangladesh, fostering an enjoyable and meaningful path to understanding the profound literature of
this era. In the Victorian period, society underwent profound transformations, technology advanced
rapidly, and values shifted. Like skilled alchemists, the literary luminaries of the time wove their
imaginations into words, capturing the essence of a rapidly changing world and the human
condition. Through their tales, they not only entertained readers but also prompted them to ponder
deeply about life's complexities. Within these pages, we embark on a carefully curated voyage,
delving into the works of renowned authors who left an indelible mark on literature. From the
mesmerizing tales of Charles Dickens to the thought-provoking words of Thomas Hardy, we will
traverse the visionary storytelling of Mary Shelley and relish the brilliance of Oscar Wilde's wit. Our
primary purpose is to encourage you, dear readers, to delve deeper into these timeless literary
gems. We aspire to hone your analytical and critical thinking skills, empowering you to unravel the
layers of meaning intricately woven into each narrative. Every chapter will examine specific pieces,
discussing their stories, themes, and characters while exploring the historical context that shaped
the writers' ideas. Yet, we recognize that literature is not confined to solitary contemplation but
flourishes in exchanging thoughts and perspectives. We invite you to participate in our collective
journey, share your insights, and engage in meaningful discussions. Literature can transport us to
distant worlds, evoke many emotions, and challenge our beliefs, allowing us to connect profoundly
with the past and relate it to our lives today. Our gratitude extends to all the students and educators
accompanying us on this literary odyssey. Your unwavering passion for learning and love for English
literature inspire us every step of the way. May this book serve as a stepping stone, leading you
towards a lifelong love of reading, analyzing, and cherishing the timeless masterpieces that have
indelibly shaped our world. Now, with hearts brimming with anticipation, let us embark on this
thrilling adventure together, unlocking the secrets of Victorian and Late-Victorian fiction and
discovering the timeless wisdom they hold. Happy reading!
  criticism of heart of darkness: Conrad in the Nineteenth Century Ian Watt, 1981-06-29
“Nothing short of a masterpiece. . . . One of the great critical works produced since the
1950s.”—New York Times
  criticism of heart of darkness: An Introduction to Criticism Michael Ryan, 2012-02-13 An
accessible and thorough introduction to literary theory and contemporary critical practice, this book
is an essential resource for beginning students of literary criticism. Covers traditional approaches
such as formalism and structuralism, as well as more recent developments in criticism such as
evolutionary theory, cognitive studies, ethical criticism, and ecocriticism Offers explanations of key
works and major ideas in literary criticism and suggests key elements to look for in a literary text
Also applies critical approaches to various examples from film studies Helps students to build a
critical framework and write analytically
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Nicolas Vandeviver, 2019-09-26 This book examines the earliest writings of Edward Said and the
foundations of what came to be known as postcolonial criticism, in order to reveal how the
groundbreaking author of Orientalism turned literary criticism into a form of political intervention.
Tracing Said’s shifting conceptions of ‘literature’ and ‘agency’ in relation to the history of
(American) literary studies in the thirty years or so between the end of World War II and the last



quarter of the twentieth century, this book offers a rich and novel understanding of the critical
practice of this indispensable figure and the institutional context from which it emerged. By
combining broad-scale literary history with granular attention to the vocabulary of criticism, Nicolas
Vandeviver brings to light the harmonizing of methodological conflicts that informs Said’s approach
to literature; and argues that Said’s enduring political significance is grounded in his practice as a
literary critic.
  criticism of heart of darkness: Textual Traffic S. Shankar, 2001-04-19 Examines travel
narratives as a genre.
  criticism of heart of darkness: Rich and Strange Marianne DeKoven, 1991-10-27 Like the
products of the sea-change described in Ariel's song in The Tempest, modernist writing is rich and
strange. Its greatness lies in its density and its dislocations, which have until now been viewed as a
repudiation of and an alternative to the cultural implications of turn-of-the-century political
radicalism. Marianne DeKoven argues powerfully to the contrary, maintaining that modernist form
evolved precisely as a means of representing the terrifying appeal of movements such as socialism
and feminism. Organized around pairs and groups of female-and male-signed texts, the book reveals
the gender-inflected ambivalence of modernist writers. Male modernists, desiring utter change,
nevertheless feared the loss of hegemony it might entail, while female modernists feared punishment
for desiring such change. With water imagery as a focus throughout, DeKoven provides extensive
new readings of canonical modernist texts and of works in the feminist and African-American canons
not previously considered modernist. Building on insights of Luce Irigaray, Klaus Theweleit, and
Jacques Derrida, she finds in modernism a paradigm of unresolved contradiction that enacts in the
realm of form an alternative to patriarchal gender relations.
  criticism of heart of darkness: Critical Theory Today Lois Tyson, 2012-09-10 Critical Theory
Today is the essential introduction to contemporary criticial theory. It provides clear, simple
explanations and concrete examples of complex concepts, making a wide variety of commonly used
critical theories accessible to novices without sacrificing any theoretical rigor or thoroughness. This
new edition provides in-depth coverage of the most common approaches to literary analysis today:
feminism, psychoanalysis, Marxism, reader-response theory, new criticism, structuralism and
semiotics, deconstruction, new historicism, cultural criticism, lesbian/gay/queer theory, African
American criticism, and postcolonial criticism. The chapters provide an extended explanation of each
theory, using examples from everyday life, popular culture, and literary texts; a list of specific
questions critics who use that theory ask about literary texts; an interpretation of F. Scott
Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby through the lens of each theory; a list of questions for further practice
to guide readers in applying each theory to different literary works; and a bibliography of primary
and secondary works for further reading.
  criticism of heart of darkness: Lacan, Discourse, and Social Change Mark Bracher,
2018-10-18 Convinced that cultural criticism need not merely be an academic exercise but can help
improve people's lives, Mark Bracher proposes a method of cultural criticism which is based on the
principles of psychoanalytic treatment and which aims to alter subjectivity and behavior.In this
forceful and engagingly written book, Bracher first accounts for the failure of contemporary cultural
criticism to achieve significant social impact. He then offers a model of analysis that draws on
Lacan's theoretical insights into the structure of subjectivity and the psychological functions of
discourse, asserting that the use of this model can promote collective psychological change. While
cultural criticism has generally focused on texts, Bracher instead analyzes audiences' actual
responses—to a variety of discourses from high as well as popular culture: the political speeches of
Ronald Reagan and Jesse Jackson, anti-abortion propaganda, pornography, Keats's To Autumn, and
Conrad's Heart of Darkness. Through analyzing these responses, Bracher is able to uncover the
unconscious identifications and fantasies of the respondents—an intervention that, he argues, has
the potential for altering subjectivity. In his view, such a method of cultural criticism is both
unusually powerful and ethnically defensible, since instead of attacking or upholding a group's
values, it reveals the psychological conflicts manifest in responses to particular texts.Lacan,



Discourse, and Social Change will be essential reading for students as well as specialists in such
fields as cultural criticism, feminist theory, literary theory, psychoanalytic criticism, reader-response
criticism, reader-response criticism, and Lacanian theory.
  criticism of heart of darkness: The Nineteenth-Century Novel: Identities Dennis Walder,
2013-05-13 The Nineteenth-Century Novel: Identities provides an ideal starting point for
understanding gender in the novels of this period. It explores the place of fiction in constructing
gender identity within society at large, considering Madame Bovary, Portrait of a Lady and The
Woman in White. The book continues with a consideration of the novel at the fin de siecle, examining
Dracula, The Awakening and Heart of Darkness. These fascinating essays illuminate the ways in
which the conventions of realism were disrupted as much by anxieties surrounding colonialism,
decadence, degeneration and the 'New Woman' as by those new ideas about human psychology
which heralded the advent of psychoanalysis. The concepts which are crucial to the understanding of
the literature and society of the nineteenth century are brilliantly explained and discussed in this
essential volume.
  criticism of heart of darkness: Local Natures, Global Responsibilities Laurenz Volkmann,
2010 Laurenz Volkmann is Professor of EFL Teaching at Friedrich Schiller University, Jena, where
NAncy Grimm and Katrin Thomson also teach. Ines Detmers is a lecturer in English literature at the
Technical University of Chemnitz. --Book Jacket.
  criticism of heart of darkness: Order and Partialities Kostas Myrsiades, Jerry McGuire,
1995-08-31 Looks at the political and cultural issues involved in teaching postcolonial literatures and
theories.
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offering judgments or opinions about something, such as a work of art, literature, film, or a person's
actions, beliefs, or behavior



Related to criticism of heart of darkness
Imperialism: Conrad, Lenin and Heart of Darkness (CounterPunch1y) 125 years after it was
first serialized in three installments in Blackwood’s Magazine in 1899, Joseph Conrad’s novella
Heart of Darkness continues to be widely read and to be scrutinized by teachers,
Imperialism: Conrad, Lenin and Heart of Darkness (CounterPunch1y) 125 years after it was
first serialized in three installments in Blackwood’s Magazine in 1899, Joseph Conrad’s novella
Heart of Darkness continues to be widely read and to be scrutinized by teachers,
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